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Old Whlsky

in its path., So intense was the heat
thut tall huxldings seemed to crumple
up like 50 many pasteboard Loxes and
walls toppled ,down - even ;before. the

- woodwork was half consumed.”

Aftér Baltimore had recovered. from

.+ the shock of the fire and the city gov-

I3 lr GEOIGE.’W. BVANS:
g WEZ\'.L'Y-SIX yedrs after the kreat
. Baltimore fire, thé: adnlverury of
wpich will occur hext month, comes a
“#toey which, it trué .(and I bare no
‘readon to Believe olherwise), 16ids to
the héllef that nght in- the -heart of
‘the city there lies buriéd a smnll for-
tune in & commodity for which “men,
in the laat ten yéan, have fought,
blgd and died. .

'.l‘o bé. more apecific and to the point,
thtu gk tuckéd away in A perfecily
"dceediible tpot, .nvming some adven-

. turous spirit with daring ‘and in-
,peduity endngh to get it, éighty cases
{980 quarta) of genuine, unadulterated
Huntér ryé trhisky, of the vintagé of
1800.

. Bit Bear thé story first and theén
mue your plans,

A\VIV!D MEMORY

Oldér Baltithoreans will remember
with ixed emotions and with great
vivxdnus that - Sundsy in Kebruary
when flames, carried by 2 high wind,
awept from building to building, edt-
ing.éut the very héart of the city, Yo
thos¢ who had no particular interest
‘ja' the downtown section it was a
‘apectacie never to be forgotten, But
to" 6thers, who had everything at
sthke, it was n ‘timé of torment when
evéry lesping flame was a demon hand
reaching out’ to drag ‘them down to
ﬁnancltl ruin, |

© It whe & day of unusudl activity,
with everybody running hither and
yon and & great assemblage of police
and the’ militlry present to see that no
one loitétéd on’ the way, As a news-
pu\er reporter of the time, the writer
did considerable runmng about himself,
mopk of it leading to régimental hedd-
quakters in the Courthouge to find out
why the military pass issued only an
honr héfore had béen countérmanded,
and to x;t om.- that Wwould pass muster,

© VALUABLER REMOVED

All day Jong every truck, wagon and
push cart that could bo impressed.into
_aervice thronged the streets carmng
IOldu of merchnmhsc, books, papers
and: ‘Glier vnluables out-of the danger
20né and to phces of snfety. From
:hortly aftér cnoon, whén it wis séen
that the Firé Deépirtment would be:
unable to halt the progress of the fire!
unil. late at night, the “cdvaledde of
veMiclés streamed butk aid forth keep-
ing just a littlé ahead of the advancing
wall: of. flame,

Among thie businéss places destroyed
é;rly in theé evening was that of Wil
lam Lanuhx&n & Son, wholesale deal-|
ers in malt and spirituous liquors, at!
24 Light street. ‘This concern was one
of' the iargest distributors of whisky
in th! city and at the fime of the fire
the warehotses were filled with a huge
atock of barreléd and bottled goods of
the chaicest brands, This concern was
one ‘of tlie first to realize that the
progress bf the fire could not easily
‘be checked and early in the afternoon
its own fleat of trucks was assembléd
and sét to. work hauling away all the
stock that could bé transported,
Feverishly - the force labored to get
out the barrels and cases and, accord-
mg to réports, all of the stock except
liquer in‘ the blending vats was got-
teri out safely.

N EIGHTY CASES LEFT

That is, Al of the stock except the

eighty ‘cases referred. to above and

‘which, it in the béiief of those who are

f{amilmr with thé situation, are still
thére, as ‘has been ‘said, waiting for
aomé one with ingenuity emough to
bring them forth.. How thede eighty
casés ‘of liquor' became "lost “in the
shiiffe ar\d why it is believed that they

big fire- and for many wars thereafter
was. emplosed u,t the. Lanahan ‘ware-
houses. . .
“Well do I rémembér that day.”.
saye Mr. Tigle, “Word came carly in
thé afternoon that there was danger of
the fira sjireading eastward to Light
streét and all- of. the employes of the
company were ‘mobilized for the pur-
poke of salvaging as much of the huge
tock of whiskey as possible beforée the
«lamék reached the building.
' TRUCKS ASSEMBLED
Trucks were assembled and the
-work went merrily on, with everyone
-doing-his utnmost to facilitate the mov-
Ing. Most df the bottled goods was on
the tpper floors with an old-fashioned
Jhidraulic elevator as tlie only means
of getting it down. I remember very
whll, {ndééd, how we worked like
Trojans. londing the cases of whisky
-on .the old lift and. thén  lowering it
gthtly to the first floor, where willing
hands weke waiting to carry the'cargo
to the trucks Mned up at the sidewalk,
“On one of the trips, in- our zeal,
we Ioaded eighty cases on the elevator,
which, with the reduced “vater pres-
syre occasioned by the démands made
.upont the gerbice by the fird-fighters,
wuh too much of a load and the whole
lmuums wound up in the cellar, The
cases were hastily thrown, into a cor-
nér and the. Jift startéd upward to
buin work again with lighter loads.
- nnnuc-n TO RUINS
| 'Seterdl hours later thé Lanahan
wnrehouses, nlong with every. other
‘building id the neighborhood, had been
‘réduced to & . pile-of. smoking ruins,
‘while the fire sped relentlessly on to-
‘wird Jonds’ Falls, leveling everything
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ernment, through ‘its’ Burnt District
Commissiori, had taken- stock: of tbe
situation,” one-of the major projects
promulgalcd was the widening of Light
atreét. The new lines established took
in nearly the whole of the Lanahan
warehouso -site,. and am a result the
dibiis of -the burned structure was
left where it Imd fullen prey ta the
flanies and. vthe fill necessary to make

_ the'street bed piled in on top of it.

. That is why Mr. 'l'ighe believes that
{hé eighty cases of whisky, probably
. worth 810,000 at current:prices, that
hé last sav thrown hastily into thé
cellar of the warehouse, may still be
there, Color is lent to his theory by a
roport.a few .years' ago that workmen
digging up the street on the old Lana-
han warehouse site \méaithed several
Dottles of. the shppe and’ color- well
known to tlie older gcncmtlon, and
containing real whisky,

That is the story, fantastic, pnr]mps,
but encouraging to-a thirsty man just
the same,
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