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CH-160 late 17th century
Hanson Hill (site) late 19th century
Pomfret vic.

Private

Hanson Hill was described in a 1970 survey as a "large rambling Victorian dwelling
(one room comprised the original dwelling of the Hanson family...). The gable roof ran
north to south and was broken by interior chimneys in three places. A rear or west wing
addition had a gable roof and a one-story porch and interior chimney centered on its north
wall.

Hanson Hill was destroyed by fire in 1969. The site was investigated in 1970 by J.
Richard Rivoire. At that time, the house was described as ruinous. However, several
"interesting” outbuildings were still intact at that time. In addition, the surveyor noted a
small Hanson family cemetery located south of the house and enclosed by an iron fence.

Local tradition asserts that a portion of the house that once stood on the site was

the late 17th century dwelling of the prominent Hanson family. The property was later

acquired by Walter H.J. Mitchell from Elizabeth Caroline Margaret Bell Hanson Clagett and

her husband, William Harrison Clagett around 1853. John H. Mitchell, a prominent Charles

County lawyer, lived on the property circa 1865.
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST Inventory No. _CH-160
MD INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES

historic name _Hanson Hill
common/other name _Green Hill; Hanson; Mitchell Farm

street & number not for publication

city or town La Plata vicinity X state _Maryland code _MD
county _Charles code _017 zip code

3. State/Federal Agency Certification N/A

4. National Park Service Certification N/A

Ownership of Property (Check all that apply)
X private
public-local
public-State
public-Federal

Category of Property (Check only one box)
building(s)

district

X site

structure

object

Number of Resources within Property
Contributing Noncontributing

0 0 buildings
1 0 sites

0 0 structures
0 0 objects

1 0 Total

Is this property listed in the National Register?
Yes Name of Listing
No X
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MARYLAND INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES
CONTINUATION SHEET Inventory No. _CH-160

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
Cat: _DOMESTIC Sub: _Single dwelling

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
Cat: _N/A Sub:

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions)
Victorian

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)

foundation

roof side gable
walls _frame
other

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition
of the property.)

See Continuation Sheet No. 7-1
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MARYLAND INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES
CONTINUATION SHEET Inventory No. _CH-160

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more
boxes for the c¢riteria qualifying the property for National
Register listing)

A Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property 1is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high
artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

X D Property has vyielded, or 1is 1likely to vyield
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.
____cC a birthplace or a grave.
X D a cemetery.
_____E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
. F a commemorative property.
______ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years.
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MARYLAND INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES
CONTINUATION SHEET Inventory No. _CH-160

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions)
ARCHAEQOLOGY
FUNERARY

Period of Significance _Late 17th Century
Late 19th Century

Significant Dates

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)
Hanson family (17th-18th Century)

Cultural Affiliation _Undefined

Architect/Builder _Unknown

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of
the property.)

See Continuation Sheet No. 8-1
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(Cite the books, articles, legal records, and other sources used in
preparing this form.)

Brown, Jack D., et al. Charles County, Maryland, A History. Charles
County Bicentennial Committee, 1976.

Klapthor, Margaret Brown. The History of Charles County, Maryland.
La Plata, MD: Charles County Tercentenary, Inc., 1958.

Acreage of Property _231.8 acres

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the
property.)

The Hanson Hill property is designated as Parcel 1 on Map 32, Grid
4 on the Charles County Property Map.

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

Hanson Hill has been associated with Parcel 1, Map 32 since its
construction.

name/title _Kathrvn Gettings Smith, Architectural Historian

organization Charles County Planning Dept. date _December 1998
street & number _P.0O. Box B telephone 301-645-0689
city or town _La Plata state _MD_zip code _20646

name_Allan P. Clagett, Jr., et al. c/o John D. Mitchell

street & number _P.0O. Box W telephone 301-934-9386
city or town _La Plata state _MD zip code 20646
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1

MARYLAND INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES
CONTINUATION SHEET Inventory No. CH-160

Section 7 Page 1 Hanson Hill
name of property
Charles County, Maryland
county and state

Hanson Hill was described in a 1970 survey as a "large rambling
Victorian dwelling (one room comprised the original dwelling of the
Hanson family...). The gable roof ran north to south and was
broken by interior chimneys in three places. A rear or west wing
addition had a gable roof and a one-story porch and interior
chimney centered on its north wall.

The Hanson family cemetery stood near the house and was enclosed by
an iron fence. Many of the headstones were covered with vegetation
or had been removed at the time of the initial survey.

The surveyor also noted several "interesting outbuildings," and the
"magnificent view of [the] Port Tobacco Valley."
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MARYLAND INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES
CONTINUATION SHEET Inventory No. CH-160

Section 8 Page 1 Hanson Hill
name of property

Charles County, Maryland
county and state

Hanson Hill was destroyed by fire in 1969. The site was
investigated in 1970 by J. Richard Rivoire. At that time, the
house was described as ruinous. However, several "interesting"
outbuildings were still intact at that time. In addition, the

surveyor noted a small Hanson family cemetery located south of the
house and enclosed by an iron fence.

Local tradition states that a portion of the house that once stood
on the site was the late 17th century dwelling of the prominent
Hanson family. The property was later acquired by Walter H.J.
Mitchell from Elizabeth Caroline Margaret Bell Hanson Clagett and
her husband, William Harrison Clagett around 1853. John H.
Mitchell, a prominent Charles County lawyer, lived on the property
circa 1865.
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MARYLAND INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES
CONTINUATION SHEET Inventory No. CH-160

Hanson Hill
name of property
Charles_County, Maryland
county and state

HISTORIC CONTEXT:

Geographic Organization: Western Shore

Chronological/Development Period (s):

Rural Agrarian Intensification,
1680-1815

Industrial/Urban Dominance, 1870-
1930

Prehistoric/Historic Period Theme (s):

ARCHITECTURE

RESOURCE TYPE(S)

Category: Site

Historic Environment: Rural

Historic Function (s): DOMESTIC/Single dwelling
FUNERARY/Cemetery

Known Design Source: Unknown
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CN-160
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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

"LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 0
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN ONE ACRE
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW ] ’ ” -] ’ ”n o] ’ » o ’ ”»
NE (<] ’ " o ’ ”
SE o ' n o ’ »
sw [] ’ » o ’ »
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CODE | COUNTY CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE

ORGANIZA

DATE

STREET AND NUMBER:

4/70
/

CITY OR TOWN:

CODE

3.

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:
National [] State [] Loocal .[7]

The recommended

Name

Title

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register

Date

Bod S

SN0 L3R YESNI



