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A BRITISH RAILWAY FROM THE ATLANTIC 
TO THE PACIFIC. 

" I HOPE," said her Majesty, on proroguing Parliament in 
1858, " that its new colony in the Pacific (British Columbia) 
may be but one step in the career of steady progress by which 
my dominions in North America may be ultimately peopled in 
an unbroken chain from the Atlantic to the Pacific by a loyal and 
industrious population." The aspiration so strikingly expressed 
found a fervent echo in the national heart, and it continues 
to engage the earnest attention of England; for it speaks of 
a great outspread of solid prosperity and of rational liberty, 
of the diffusion of our civilisation, and of the extension of our 
moral empire. 

Since the Royal Speech Governments have done, something 
and events have done more, to ripen public opinion into action. 
The Governments at home and in Canada have organised and 
explored. The more perfect discoveries of our new gold-fields 
on the Pacific, the Indian mutiny, the completion of great 
works in Canada, the treaties with Japan and with China, 
the visit of the Prince of Wales to the American continent, 
and, at the moment, the sad dissensions in the United States, 
combine to interest us in the question, and to make us ask, 
" How is this hope to be realised, not a century hence, but in 
our time?" 

Our augmenting interests in the East demand, for reasons both 
of empire and of trade, access to Asia less dangerous than by 
Cape Horn, less circuitous even than by Panama, less dependent 
than by Suez and the Red Sea. Our emigration, imperilled 
by the dissensions of the United States, must fall back upon 

colonisation, And, commercially, the countries of the East 
must supply the raw materials and provide the markets which 
probable contests between the free man and the slave may 
diminish, or may close elsewhere. Again, a great nation like 
ours cannot stand still. It must either march on triumphantly 
in the van, or fall hopelessly into the rear. The measure of 
its works must, century by century, rise higher and higher in 
the competition of nations. Its great works in this generation 
can alone perpetuate its greatness in the next. 

Let us look at the map: there we see, coloured as " British 
America," a tract washed by the great Atlantic on the east, and by 
the Pacific Ocean on the west, and containing 4,000,000 square 
miles, or one-ninth of the whole terrestrial surface of the globe. 
Part of this vast domain, upon the east, is Upper and Lower 
Canada ; part, upon the west, is the new colony of British 
Columbia, with Vancouver's Island (the Madeira of the Pacific) ; 
while the largest portion is held as one great preserve by the 
fur-trading Hudson's Bay Company, who, in right of a charter 
given by Charles II. in 1670, kill vermin for skins and monopolise 
the trade with the native Indians over a surface many times as 
large again as Great Britain and Ireland. Still, all this land 
is ours, for it owes allegiance to the sceptre of Victoria. Be
tween the magnificent harbour of Halifax, on the Atlantic, 
open throughout the year for ships of the largest class, to 
Fucas Straits, opposite Vancouver's Island, upon which are 
harbours equally eligible, intervene some 3200 miles of road 
line. For 1400 or 1500 miles of this distance the Nova Scotian, 
the Habitan, and the Upper Canadian have spread, more or 
less, in lines and patches over the ground, until the population 

of 60,000 of 1759 amounts to 2,500,000 in 1860. The re
mainder is peopled only by the Indian and the hunter, save 
that at the southern end of Lake Winipeg there still exists the 
hardy and struggling Eed River Settlement. 

The combination of recent discoveries plases it at least beyond 
all doubt that the best, if not the only, thoroughly efficient route 
for a great highway for peoples and for commerce between the 
Atlantic and the Pacific is to be found through this British 
territory. Beyond that it is proved that while no practicable 
passes for a waggon-road, still less for a railway, can be found 
through the Rocky Mountains across the United States' territory 
north-west of the Missouri, there have been discovered already 
no less than three eligible openings in these mountains once 
considered as inacessible to man. While Captain Palliser pre
fers the " Kananaskis," Captain Blakiston and Governor Douglas 
the " Kootanie," and Dr. Hector the " Vermilion" pass, all 
agree that each is perfectly practicable, if not easy, and that 
even better openings may probably yet be found as exploration 
progresses. Again, while British Columbia on the Pacific pos
sesses a fine climate, an open country, and every natural advan
tage of soil and mineral, it has been also discovered that the 
doubtful region from the Rocky Mountains eastward up to the 
Lake of the Woods contains a " continuous belt" of the finest 
land. 

Professor Hind says :— 
" It is a physical reality of the highest importance to the 

interests of British North America that this continuous belt can 
be settled and cultivated from a few miles west of the Lake of 
the Woods to the passes of the Rocky Mountains; and any 
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SLAVE AUCTIONS IN RICHMOND, 
VIRGINIA. 

(From our Special Correspondent.) 
I ARRIVED in Richmond, the capital of Old 
Virginia, on a Sunday afternoon, and found the 
whole slave population in the streets. I was 
much struck with the general well-to-do look of 
these people, for I had imagined they would have 
wretched, down-trodden appearance showing 
marks of ill-usage, and be afraid to look up 
at strangers; instead of which I found them 
well dressed, well fed, and apparently happy 
and contented; but I was looking on the surface 
only, I suppose. 

I had a letter of introduction to a gentleman 
in the city, which I lost no time in delivering, 
and explained to him that my object in visiting 
the capital of the Old Dominion was to see what 
I could of slave institutions, and more particu
larly a slave auction, with the intention of 
writing an account of it, and also making some 
sketches, if possible, to be published in an 
English newspaper. My friend said this was 
rather a serious matter, for the Southerners had 
been so grossly libelled and misrepresented by 
novelists and newspaper-writers that they had 
got into a bad habit of not thinking of them 
or treating them in a kindly spirit; on the 
contrary, they rather manifested a desire to tar 
and feather them. I begged of my friend to 
understand that if these very worthy people did 
object to my sketching and taking notes I 
would promise not to do anything of the kind, 
and I began to wish myself in the district of 
Columbia again, for a sensation of stickiness 
had come over me in consequence of his tar-
and-f eather allusions. However, he would con
sult, he said, with a gentleman of influence in 
the place, let me know the result, and advise me 
how best to proceed. 

During the time he was absent I walked 
round the city, which is well built, chiefly of 
red brick and stone. The James River runs 
through it, entering at one end, a noisy torrent, 
tumbling helterskelter over huge masses of 
rock, through a variety of channels, with beau
tiful picturesque islands between them, and 
running out at the other through quiet valleys 
and pasture lands. There are a dock and quay 
at the lower end, where small vessels lie, and a 
canal to connect the upper and lower naviga
tions. Numbers of tall chimneys peer above 
the housetops, indicating the positions of the 
tobacco factories, which abound throughout the 
city. 

Taking up a station on one of the great 
wooden bridges over the river, I had an excellent 
opportunity of observing the negroes of both 
sexes who were promenading along the road 
which passes over these structures: some thou
sands of them were out, all dressed in their best, 
in the height of fashion—negro fashion, of 
course. Scores of them passed and repassed 
during my stay there, all looking happy and 
contented. Some of the ladies were splendid in 
rainbow colours, wearing little pink or emerald-
green Bilk bonnets hanging at the backs of their 
woolly heads, and bright orange-coloured shawls, 
which harmonised nicely with the skyblue satin 
ties with huge bows worn by the dark young 
gentlemen who were taking their " fair" ones 
out. But the great feature was crinoline ; this 
was worn in quite an original manner, not aa 
useful in expanding other draperies, but as a 
thing of beauty in itself. It was suspended 
loosely from the waist and was at least a foot 
from the ground, and, having scant drapery over 
it, it swayed to and fro in a truly graceful man
ner, at the same time exhibiting the beautiful feet of Dinah and the 
scarlet silk strings with which her shoes were fastened to them. One 
of the happy youths wore a white hat with a black crape band, his 
hat stuck on one side of Iris head in a jaunty manner, the black band 
put on as being ornamental; a blue dress-coat with gilt buttons, a 
yellow waistcoat, and pants covered with a large and ornamental 
pattern. Some wore the oldest 
and most threadbare of finery, 
but, however old, it was always 
something that had been fine, 
and was worn in that peculiar 
manner which indicates that the 
wearer believes himself or her
self to be producing a very 
powerful effect. 

On my return to the hotel I 
found my friend waiting for me; 
he had with him the influential 

f rson before alluded to, of whom 
felt rather frightened at first, 

not forgetting what I had heard 
of these people's fondness for 
tarring and feathering. I liked 
him better, however, as our con
versation progressed. He talked 
much like other people about 
slavery; thought it a very dread
ful institution; but, having got 
it, and all their property em
barked with it, it was not to be 
supposed they could give every
thing up at once at the bidding 
of New England parsons. He 
said that they were quite willing 
to discuss the thing in a states
manlike and businesslike man
ner, and adopt such modifica
tions in the system as would 
eventually place the negroes in 
a less degraded, and therefore 
better, position; but that the 
Northerners were continually 
threatening immediate abolition 
and proposing to use force to 
carry out their views; that they 
were determined to meet force 
by force, and that there was, in 
consequence, little chance of 
peace between them. He said 
they had been most foully slan
dered by Mrs. Beecher Stowe, 
that the incidents described Iby 
her as having all actually taken 
place were picked out of the 
events of fifty years, and yet 
made to appear as though they 
were every-day occurrences. He 
complained bitterly of the con
tinual tampering with the ne
groes, abolitionist newspapers 
being conveyed secretly to such 
as could read, that they might 
read special articles to those who 
could not. All the persons pre
sent evidently thought that a 

THE PRINCIPAL CHURCH IN CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA.—SEE PAGE 14T, 

rising of the slave population against the owners was quite possible in 
some of the cities, but that generally the blacks would stand by their 
masters. A gentleman present from New Orleans said that he owned 
about a dozen negroes, chiefly household servants; that the young ones 
had been born in his family, and the old ones had known himself and 
his wife since childhood that their affection for his family was of the 
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strongest possible kind, and they would all look 
upon leaving him as the greatest calamity that 
could befall them; he would be bound to carry 
them from New Orleans to Boston and back 
without losing one. Yet, said he, in spite of all 
this affection for my wife, my children, and 
myself, if a rising of the negro population took 
place I would not trust one of them; they would 
murder us all in our beds if they could, and then 
howl in sorrow and misery over the bodies of 
their victims; they would blindly, and without 
reflection, follow others, doing what they did, 
and be deeply sorry for it afterwards. 

As for myself, my new slaveholding friend 
offered to show me everything I liked, and 
guaranteed that I should without molestation 
make what notes and sketches I pleased, on con
dition that I pledged my word of honour to tell 
the truth about what I saw, and to state that 
fairly and without prejudice, not taking any 
statements from other people or attempting to 
judge of that which I had not an opportunity 
of seeing. I of course promised to do this to 
the best of my ability, it being both reasonable 
and proper. 

A carriage having been procured we drove 
into the country, calling at one or two places to 
see the negroes in their quarters, and very com
fortable quarters too—little cabins of cottages, 
several in a row. The interiors looked very 
tidy, and the women and children seemed quite 
happy. They brought me milk and fruit, which 
appeared to be abundant. 

The next morning I went out to visit the 
tobacco manufactories, and saw the different 
methods pursued in preparing and packing the 
various qualities of tobacco to suit the several 
markets it is intended to supply. In all these 
establishments negroes of both sexes and all 
ages were working, and in some cases singing 
most merrily. I watched narrowly the manner 
of the negro when called and questioned by hia 
master. I did not observe anything like fear 
on the negro's part : master and servant seemed 
to be on friendly terms with each other, and I 
do not believe,, from what I saw, that these 
workpeople were badly treated, generally. 

The auction-rooms for the sale of negroes 
are situated in the main streets, and are 
generally the ground floors of the build
ing; the entrance-door opens straight into 
the street, and the sale-room is similar to 
any other auction-room. I observed that 
placards, advertisemsnts, and notices as to 
the business carried on are dispensed with, 
the only indications of the trade being a 
small red flag hanging from the front 
door-post, and a piece of paper upon which is 
written with pen and ink this simple announce
ment—" Negroes for sale at auction this day at 
ten o'clock," or whatever other time the sale is 
fixed for. Besides this written notice and the 
heading to a sheet of letter-paper, I saw nothing 
in print or writing having reference to the sale 
of negroes—no catalogues nor descriptions of 
lots; nor could I find any advertisements in the 
local papers. My friend, having shown me the 
entrance to a room where negroes were about to 
be sold, told me to go in alone and sit down with 
the other persons there and look about. I 
accordingly did so, and put on a bold front. 
Being a little before the time fixed for the 
auction, I had a good opportunity to look at the 
crowd of men about me who dealt in human 
flesh, and I am bound to say that I saw nothing 
very dreadful in their appearance; they carried 
neither revolvers nor whips. They were not a 
gentlemanly-looking lot of men certainly, but 
seemed quiet, respectable, people, such as one 

might meet at a sale of books or old china in any part of London. 
At length a little bustle occurred at the back of the room, and a fine-
looking coloured man was putforward. He walked straight up to the 
block, mounted it, and put himself in a most dignified attitude. The 
building in which this poor creature was about to be sold was built 
either for a mill or a granary; the ceiling was very low and of great 

Btrength, immense beams crossed 
it transversely, and the negro'3 
black head stood out well against 
the great white beam at the 
back (for the whole interior was 
whitewashed) as he stood on 
the block evidently making the 
most of himself with a view of 
getting his owner as high a 
price as possible. He was a 
remarkably good-looking man, 
and although quite black had a 
finely-formed head; his forehead 
was broad and upright, and his 
features were all good, there 
being but little of the common 
negro type about him. I felt 
sure that a sculptor would have 
pronounced Mm by far the best-
looking man in the room. A few 
steps lead to the top of the block 
(which is similar to those in 
common use in England for 
mounting horses), and upon one 
of these the auctioneer or crier, 
as he is called, stands, and a 
red - faced, impudent, vulgar-
looking individual he was in this 
case. The crier, I believe, is not 
the auctioneer, but a man em
ployed for the sake of volubility 
of tongue. To force the bid
dings, he described the negro as 
of such an age, such a height, 
sound in wind and limb, as being 
a good farm hand, could guide 
a plough, shoe a horse, and mend 
a hoe, but he was not a first-rate 
smith. Then the biddings com
menced, and 800 dollars were 
offered. This sum. was men
tioned by the auctioneer, over 
and over again, as fast as he 
could utter it until a higher bid 
was made; he then took up the 
fresh bidding and repeated it in 
the same manner, hundreds of 
times, raising his voice each time 
until he had got to the top of it. 
At the same time he gesticulated 
violently, got himself red in the 
face, and became breathless. A 
higher bidding not coming forth, 
in flpite of his exertions, he told 
the negro to get down and walk. 
He then stood aside to recover 
himself, and the negro paced up 
and down the room to show that 
he was sound on his legs. Some 
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of the buyers stopped him during his walk and asked him a variety 
of questions, as to last employment, state of his health, and so forth, 
Then they turned his head to the light, and lifted the corners of his 
eyes, to ascertain whether they were free from indications of disease ; 
iii the eamo way they examined his teeth. They did not do thi3 in a 
harsh or brutal manner, but just the same as a doctor might exa
mine a patient. I did not observe anything like unkindness, much 
less brutality, in the way in which the buyers treated the negroes. 
The auctioneer had a couple of negro attendants who waited upon the 
slaves to be bought and sold, and I observed that these fellows were 
much more harsh and overbearing in their manner than their masters. 

The auctioneer having recovered himself, the negro remounted the 
block, and the bidding went on as before, the crier raising and lowering 
his voice and reiterating the bidding so rapidly that it was almost 
impossible to hear what he said, working himself up to a pitch of ex
citement most extraordinary, which was the more remarkable because 
the buyers were all sitting about, smoking and chatting to each other 
as quietly as though he were not present, and treating his excitement 
and oratorical exertions with the profoundest contempt. At last the 
time arrived when he thought he could get no more biddings. He said, 
" If you have all done," raising his haud in which was a paper. " Once, 
twice !" His hand did not, however, come down, for somebody bid, and 
away went his tongue like a mill, repeating the fresh bidding as rapidly 
as before until he again became exhausted. " Once, twice, gone !" The 
negro was sold for 1500 dols. Another lot was then brought forward. 

This was the first human being I had ever seen sold, and during the 
time of the biddings I felt the greatest difficulty in preventing myself from 
fainting. A dreadful, indescribable sickness came over me, which 
defied all my efforts to conquer. I felt giddy, and believe I must have 
fainted outright had I not fortunately had a bundle of tobacco strip 
in my hand. By smelling these, and being able to get at some iced 
water, I got over this my first visit to a slave auction. I saw about 
fifty persons of both sexes and different ages sold afterwards in this 
and other sale-rooms. 

Two or three other persons were sold in this place—among them 
a pretty little girl and a boy. Then the buyers proceeded to another 
Bale-room, of much larger dimensions; and here scenes similar to thos ? 
described before took place, the auctioneer endeavouring to raise the bid
dings in the same manner. Several lots were sold—one lot a man and 
his wife, the wife in bad health. Some conditions were attached to 
this lot—they were bound to be taken out of the State of Virginia. 
They w-ere put up twice, and evidently there was considerable difficulty 
in disposing of them. After several negroes, both male and female, had 
been disposed of here, the party again adjourned to another sale-room 
adjoining, I observed here a small apartment at the end of the large 
room in which a number of buyers were collected. There being a 
window betw-een it and the large room I was enabled to observe what 
was taking place there. I found that in that apartment the male 
negroes were stripped, and were being carefully examined by those 
who purposed buying. The negresses are examined by a female 
specially appointed for that purpose, and the negress is sold on the 
faith of her statement being correct. 

The negroes having been examined, the sale commenced, and was 
conducted in the same manner as the others. One young man wa3 
described as being a good farm-labourer, quite sound, but had 
one breast larger than the other. This man was carefully examined 
by some persons Fitting beside me, so that I had an opp'ortu iity of 
observing him closely. He seemed in no way to feel pain at being 
sold, but endeavoured to make himself out as fine a fellow as possible. 
On being asked how often he had the doctor his mouth opened with a 
grin from ear to ear, and he replied that he never had a day's illness 
in his life. He was very closely examined, as the buyers evidently 
suspected the swollen breast to be cancer. Another young man was 
described as having a switch-mark on his back, I examined this, but 
found it had been inflicted many years before. I t was, however, 
looked upon as a blemish, and he fetched a considerable sum less in 
consequence. 

A boy about twelve years old was then sold—I think one of the 
handsomest boys I ever saw, perfect in form, his skin not black, but a 
deep brown. He fetched 750 dollars. A little girl was sold previously 
for 488 dollars. A very fine, strong, young man called "Capta in" 
was sold for 1450 dollars. 

Two young women were also sold, sisters, one with her first child, 
the child nearly white. Both these young women were exceedingly good-
looking, the eldest being about twenty years of age. They were put 
on the block like the others,' and were made to walk up and down 
the room. The auctioneer pressed hard for higher biddings in this 
manner :—"I want to sell this girl if anybody will bid anything like 
a price. I wish particularly to draw "your attention to this girl, 
gentlemen : she is young, very pretty, and has beautiful teeth."' 
She was stopped occasionally, her teeth examined, and then made to 
take off her shoes and stockings that her feet might be seen. The 
girls laughed and were very merry over the proceedings, and there wa3 no 
appearance of harshness in manner of the people towards these unfor
tunate creatures. I t was an every-day occurrence, and thought nothing 
of by those who bought and as little of, seemingly, by those who were 
sold. But the scene was one never to be forgotten by me. These girls 
fetched about 1300 dollars each. 

The last lot I saw sold was a young man about nineteen or twenty 
years of age, with straight hair, not black but merely dark, not darker 
than a Spaniard's: he was described as a good house servant. I 
watched this young man attentively, and thought I saw clearly in his 
face that he felt deeply the degradation he was subjected to. Negroes 
of courage and ability are by no means scarce in the Slave States ; the 
position of the negro is often one of trust and importance, and this 
brings them in contact with white people of the better class; from 
these they naturally learn more than then: masters intend they should 
know. 

I was much struck with the quickness and intellect of a negro whom 
I met in Missouri. He was in charge of the bar of an hotel. I entered 
into conversation with him about the condition of the slaves. He did 
not charge their owners with treating them cruelly. He admitted they 
were well fed and clothed, and generally not overworked. I asked 
liim if he was a slave ? He stammered, hesitated, was confused ; and 
I saw clearly that I had asked him an exceedingly rude question. I 
felt sony that I had done so, as I saw he was hurt and felt the 
misery of his position. He said, " I am not exactly a slave." I 
knew he was, but he was ashamed to own it. I said to him, 
" Now, as you admit the slaves to be tolerably well off, and 
not to be badly treated generally, are they contented with 
their lot, or do they desire to be free ? " On the bar-counter 
in front of us were some slops of wine and beer and crumbs of 
biscuits: a number of flies were feeding upon them when I 
asked him if the slaves were contented with their lot. He Instantly 
turned a tumbler glass down upon'the counter and two or three of 
the flies were imprisoned under i t ; there was fire in his eye, and his 
whole body was agitated as he pointed with his finger to the glass in 
which the captured flies were buzzing about. " Why," said he, 
" don't these flies continue to eat and drink as before ? There is plenty 
there for them, enough to last them a week, but they will neither 
cat nor drink; they have lost their liberty, and without that nothing else 
is of value." He lifted the glass, the flies flew away. "Now," said 
he, " they are happy again and will eat and drink, and enjoy what 
they eat and drink." It would be as safe to cram the cellars of their 
houses with gunpowder and continue to live over them as to fill 
the State with men like these, for certainly they will strike for liberty 
when they have a chance. ' G. H. ANDREWS. 

M. Bonaparte-Patterson has been unanimously chosen a 
member of the Paris Jockey Club. 

Messrs. Glass, Elliot, and Co. have received a telegram 
announcing the safe submersion of the telegraph cable from Otranto to Corfu, 

The steel-plated frigate Invincible is to be launched in the 
dockyard of the Mourillon, at Toulon, on the 21st inst. 

The city of Halifax, Nova Scotia, has again been visited by 
the calamity of a great Are. On Saturday night, the 12th ult., a tire broke 
out in one of the wooden stores in that city, and continued its ravages until it 
destroyed property to the value of £100,000. i t burnt down upwards of sixty 
business establishments. 

A letter in the Independancr Beige says tha t a distinguished 
chemist, M. Bousseau, has made a discovery by means of which any private 
family may make sugar for its own consumption. With a peculiar apparatus 
an ordinary cook can fabricate a whole week's supply of the article at oae 
time, and the raw materials may be purchased hi any market.' 

CALENDAR. FOR, THK WEEK. 

SatfDAV, Feb. 17.—Quadragesima. 1st Sunday in Lent. 
MONDAY, 18.—Luther died, 1540. Moon's first quarter, Oh. 19m., a.m. 
TUESDAY. 19.—Explosion at Liradhill Colliery, 1857. 
WEDNESDAY, 20.—Joseph Hume died. 1855. 
THURSDAY, 21.—Habeas Corpus Act suspended, 1817. 
FRIDAY, 22.—Trial of Lord Cochrane, 1814. 
SATURDAY, 23.—Cato-street Conspirators arrested, 1829. TIMES OF H i a i l WATER AT LOKDON-BRIDGE, 

FOR T H E W E E K ENDINO FEBRUARY 2:J, 1881. 

Sunday. | Monday. | Tuesday. I Wednesday. | T h u r s d a y . ) Fr iday. | Sa turday , 

If 
h m 
6 13 

A 1 M 
h m 1 h m 
6 31 I G 51 

A 
h m 
7 13 

M 
h in 
7 40 

A 
h m 
8 13 

M 
h in 
3 5ti 

A 
h m 
9 43 

M 
h m 
10 23 

A 
h m 
11 14 

1C 
h m 
1159 

A 
h m 

M 
h m 
0 31 

A 
h ra 
0 W 

NEW BOOKS RECEIVED. 
A Memoir or Abraham Liacoln. President 

Elect of the United States o£ America. 
Low and Co. 

A Treatise on Wood Engraving. Wi th 300 
I l lustrat ions. By J . Jackson. Second 
Edition. H . G. "Bohn. 

Ar t Studies : The " Old Masters " of I t a ly : 
Paint ing. By J . J a r r e j . Two volumes. 
Low and Co. 

Atheure Cantabrigienses. By C. H . and T. 
Cooper. Vol. I I . 1586-1609 Bell and T>aldy. 

Danish Fai ry Legends and Tale?. By Hans 
Christian Andersen. Translatedbv Caroline 
Peachey. Third Edition. W i t h 120 I l lus t ra
tions. H. G. Bohu. 

Dod's Par l iamentary Companion for 1861. 
Whit taker . 

Bod's Peerage, Baronetage, and Knightage 
of Great Bri tain and Ireland for 1361. 
Whit taker . 

Domestic Annals of Scotland from the Re?o-
lut ion to the Rebellion of 174*. By R. 
Chambers. Chambers. 

Education in Oxford i it* Method, its Aids, 
and its Rewards. By J E. Thorold Rogers, 
M.A. Smith, Elder, and Co. 

Herefordia. A Foem. B y J . H . J a m e s . Laeey. 

Icnuaa ; or, Pleamut Ujtnii i iwaiioa o? a 
Two Y<urs' Rssidsnce in t h j Is land of 
Sardinia. By M i r r D a r e r . Marlbirer t? ' i . 

Life of the Earl of Daudoni ld . By J . Al ien . 
Routleflsrfl. 

Out with G-nribaldi : or, TJVom "MclaTzo to 
Capua. By W. B. BrorV.ce, an Boxl i th 
Graribaldian Volunteer. Ward and Loclt. 

Regeneration. By W. Anderson. Sjcond 
Bditlon. A. and C. Bla?k, Edinburgh. 

Results of a Scientific Mission to Ind ia and 
High Asia. By Herman, Adolpe, and 
Robert de Schlagintweit. Triibner. 

The Garibatdians in Sicily. By A. Duma; , 
Rontledge. 

The Medical Missionary in China : A Nar r a 
t ive of Twenty Years' Experience. By W. 
Lockhart . Hurs t and Blackett. 

The Polar Regi»ns. By Sir J . Richardson. 
A. and C. Black, Edinburgh. 

The Railway and the Mi ie . S i t t p k t a aad 
Marshall. 

The Russians at Horn-;. By Sutherland 
Edwards. Allen. 

The Yoar-Book of Facts in S.-.nonca and Art 
for 1360. B y J . T imbi . Kc' i t . 

OtTE Artist and Correspondent, F r a n k Yizetelly, h»a been 

dispatched to G A E T A , and will immediately forward Sketches 

and interest ing Descriptions of the interior of t ha t far - fa i led 

Stronghold. Thence he will proceed to join the Sfcafl of 

Garibaldi, whom he will accompany in his perilous progress 

through Northern I ta ly and elsewhere, forwarding Sketches 

and Descriptions from t ime to time, which will appear in this 

Journa l , 

The following beautiful P ICTITRES, P O I N T E D I N C O L O U R ? , 

will shortly be published with this Journal , viz.:—" The Sta te 

E n t r y of Lord Elgin in to Pekin," d rawn by George Thomas from 

Sketches taken by our Special Correspondent in China ; and 
Ci The Muleteer," from a Paint ing by Richard Ansdell. 

THE ILLUSTRATED LONDON NEWS. 

LONDON, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 1331. 

W I T H the important exception of the Bankruptcy Bill, on which 
we shall make a few remarks in our next Number, t he topics 
which have occupied the a t tent ion of Par l iament hi ther to h a r e 
not been very interesting. But there is many a fight in store. 
The bill for the abolition of church rates has been introduced 
by Sir John Trelawny, who has also been championing a silly 
woman who thought proper to make a public avowal of 
scepticism, and whose evidence was rejected in a court of law. 
Lord Palmerston's assurance tha t orders had been sent not to 
surrender Anderson, the escaped negro, will have been satis
factory to the country. The Home Secretary does not mean to 
repress the City Corporation, bu t will do something on 
the coal duties question. A bill for providing a registration 
of bir ths , deaths, and marriages for Ireland has been 
introduced, and opposed on the ground tha t Irish priests 
are forbidden by law to solemnise mixed marriages, unless 
the ceremony shall have taken place previously according 
to the Protestant ritual, and that , as they intend to cont inue 
breaking the law, they ought not to be asked to register the 
fact of their culpability. Whether this singular plea will have 
weight wi th the Government we know not. Sir G. C. Lewis 
proposes to deal wi th the subject of election abuses in a measure 
of a somewhat general character. The plan of Mr. Gladstone 
for enabling t h e humbler classes to use the money-order offices 
as savings banks seems to have given satisfaction. 

Virginia steps in between the seceding States of the Republic 
and those which are true to the Union and proposes to media te . 
But her good offices do not seem to have been very thankful ly 
received by the South, and the North does not th ink tha t there 
is a case for mediation, and tha t rebels should be told to lay 
down their arms. Moreover, Virginia is not exactly in the 
position tha t gives weight to the interference of a thi rd party, 
being herself largely interested in the question ; and, al though 
the circumstance might be thought to increase her zeal, it might 
not s t imulate her to fair play. If the South finally separates 
and forms a new State (Slaveownia i t has been suggested 
should be its name) Virginia mus t go wi th it . Mr. Buchanan 
is not, apparently, act ing wi th any vigour, and is allowing the 
South ample t ime for arming, drilling, and fortifying ; bu t in 
one fortnight from this t ime Mr. Lincoln takes office, and we 
shall probably see t h e loose reins drawn t igh t by t h e strong 
hand. Congress is debating, and many very eloquent speeches 
are made, bu t there seems a reluctance to commit the nat ional 
council to any very distinct proposition, while the head of the 
Government is not likely to act upon the prompting of his 
Par l iament . Last Monday was the b i r thday of Washington, and 
i t will be interest ing to read whether it was remembered—and 
how, 

Gaeta has a t length capitulated. Francis I I . and his brave 
wife have embarked on board the Mouette, a French ship, and 
Victor Emmanuel ' s troops occupy all the fortifications. Such a 
result creates l i t t le surprise, for i t had long been expec ted ; the 
only wonder, indeed, being tha t the place should have held out so 
long. Other foreign affairs present l i t t le of immediate interest. 
I t is said t ha t Mr. Cobden has asked Switzerland to inter
fere between t h e Northern and Southern States of the 
Republic of America, bu t t h a t such mediat ion has been 
pronounced impracticable. The majority in the Berlin 

Chamber of Deputies, who, in opposition to the Govern
ment, voted tha t Prussia ought not to oppose t h e Consoli
dation of Italy, is severely chidden by the Aust r ian press, 
and not the less, perhaps, because M. de Vincke declared tha t 
the true course for Prussia to adopt was to engage in a close 
alliance with England. The French annexat ion of the l i t t le 
territory of Monaco should be mentioned, though it m a y not 
be very important. 

Our convict yards and establishments have long been vaun ted 
as models of discipline ; but, like a few other of the ins t i tu t ions 
on which we have traditionally piqued ourselves, they have no t 
come out so well as could be expected on trial . At C h a t h a m 
there have been repeated outbreaks on the par t of the convicts, 
and the milk-and-water measures taken by the officials have h a d 
so li t t le effect upon the hardened criminals that they a t length 
ventured on another revolt of a very serious character. Thei r 
ruffianism proceeded so far tha t the authorities had to call in 
soldiery, and even against these the convicts made some head, 
unt i l the indignant soldiers demanded leave to fire, a significant 
demonstration which seems to have awed the ruffians. They were 
overcome at last, and then, of course, inspection and examination 
do the work which precaution should have done, a a d numerous 
floggings, apparently of a slight character, however, are ordered. 
The comparative impuni ty with which such revolters escape 
places valuable lives in daily peril, and we presume tha t the 
Home Secretary will interfere for the better protection of the 
officials, and, indeed, of the public, for there are no atrocities 
t h a t may not be committed should a gang of these lenient ly-
t reated miscreants succeed in breaking loose. 

Terrible gales have swept our coasts, and great loss of life 
has been the result. In one case a life-boat with thir teen gallant 
fellows on board went over, and all were drowned save one. 
Still more melancholy was the catastrophe a t Kingstown, 
where a brave officer, Captain Boyd, of her Majesty's ship 
Ajax, and several of his men, while t rying to save others, 
were suddenly washed into the sea and lost. Many other sad 
events are recorded. Charity will have to open her hand again, 
and in the case of the poor widows and orphans who have 
lost husbands and fathers no one will cavil a t l iberali ty as 
"un th ink ing . " Le t i t be added tha t the barometers duly give 
warning of the coming gales, and, though such warning was not 
distributed as it should be, science saved many and many a 
barque from destruction. 

NAVAL AND MILITARY INTELLIGENCE, 

Rear-Admiral Robert Spencer Robinson has been appointed 
successor to Sir Baldwin "Walker in his office as Comptroller of the Navy. 

The cavalry regiments on the British establishments are to be 
reduced from tlie 1st of April next by 25 men and 28 horses each. The de'poU 
of cavalry regiments in India are to be reduced to one troop each. 

The iron-clad war-ship Black Prince, which is being built on 
the Clyde, is rapidly approaching completion, and preparations are being made 
for the launch, which is expected to take place towards the end of thi3 month. 

The launch of the Chanticleer, 17. screw-corvette, took place 
at Portsmouth Dockyard Ia3t Saturday in a satisfactory manner. The 
ceremony of " christening " the vessel was performed by Miss Grey, the eldest 
daughter of the Rear-Admiral Superintendent. 

One of the sufferers by the la te explosion a t Chatham, named 
George Smith, a sapper, died from his injuries on Wednesday se'nnight. The 
deceased was the man who caused the accident at the laboratory by the. 
careless way in which he tilled the fuse he was at work upon. 

Her Majesty's screw steam-frigate Bristol, of 51 guns and 
600-horse power, built at Woolwich Dockyard, was launched in a most suc
cessful manner on Tuesday afternoon, in the presence of several thousands of 
spectators. The " christening " "was performed by Miss Yelverton, daughter 
of Admiral Yelverton, of the Coastguard service. 

THE VOLUNTEER MOVEMENT. 
The Hallamshire Rifles hare appointed Lord Wharncliffe their Lieuteaaat-

Colonel. 
The general meeting of the National Ride Association takes place to-day 

(Saturday), under the presidency of Lord Herbert of Lea. 
Heutenaut-General Sir James Outram, G.C.B., has intimated his readiness 

to accept the command of the 38th Middlesex (Artists' corps) Rifle Volunteers. 
VOLUXTEEn SirAM FIGHT.—Viscount Ranelagh writes to say that, with a 

view to ascertain in what numbers and time a body of volunteers can be con
centrated on a given point in the event of an emergency, it is proposed to 
test the operation in connection with a sham fight on Easter Monday. Th? 
neighbourhood of Brighton has been selected as the locality, in preference to 
Croydon, as originally intended. 

VOLUNTEERS AND THEIR RIFLES.—A War Office circular has been Issued 
relative to the recent order respecting the rifles purchased by volunteers. A 
return is asked for of the number and description of private arms in each . 
corps; and Mr. Baring says :—"I am to add that the purchase by the Govern
ment of the private arms of volunteers will not be carried into effect until 
the Secretary of State has had an opportunity of considering these returns ; 
but that in future corps will, on being newly raised or augmented, or requiring 
a renewal of their arms, be provided with them from the Government stores." 

WILLS AND BEQUESTS. 
The will and two codicils of William Tassie, formerly of Leicester-square 

tat late of Upper Pmllimore-place, Kensington, was lately proved in Doctors' 
Commons, and the personalty sworn under £85,000. The testator by hi3 Will 
leaves various pecuniary legacies to his relatives, and by the codicils bequeaths to 
theNational Gallery of Scotland the original glass casts of the valuable collection 
of gems made by the late James Tassie, and added to by the testator—one of 
each in intaglio glass asd in raised white enamel; also the original glass 
moulds of all his Egyptian, Greek, and Roman coins and medals, as well as 
his casts of modern medals ; together with thirty-six original casts of portrait;, 
including those of the Jameses of Scotland and Queen Mary ; a painting of 
the Countess De Grey ; al30 twenty-four studies from the best paintings in tlie 
galleries of Amsterdam and Antwerp. The executors are Edmund L. Suee. 
and Frederick Snee, Esqrs., and the Rev. W. H. Vernon (the testator's nephew). 
The will is dated the 27th of August, 1808, and the testator died on the 2«th 
of October, 1860. 

The will of the late George Haycock, Esq., a member of the Society of 
Friends, who died at Chelmsford, on the 16th of last month, has just been 
proved, and the personalty administered to under £45,000. After providing for 
several legacies, including £200 to the Colchester Idiot Asylum, £200 to the 
Deaf and Dumb Asylum in London, £200 to the Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals, £200 to the Chelmsford and Essex Bible Society, £100 to 
the Chelmsford Benevolent Society, £50 to the use of schools in the Weit 
Indies, and directing his real estate to be converted into cash, ho bequeaths 
all the remainder of his property in trust to his nephew, Joseph Haycock, 
Esq., of Wells, Norfolk, to be divided amongst his nephew's children on 
attaining twenty-three, and the interest applied to their education a n ! 
advancement. 

The will of Lancelot Shadwell, Esq., of Lincoln's Inn, and of Nottingha-ii-
plaoe, Marylebone, was proved in London on the 30th ult., by his relict, tin 
sole executrix, who is also the sole legatee, the testator having left her all Ills 
real and personal estate, the latter estimated at £20,000. The will is very 
short, bears date the 23rd of February, 1857, and is entirely in the testator's 
handwriting, and was attested by W. Lancaster and G. Whitley, clerks to 
Messrs. Hoarc, bankers, Fleet-street. Mr. Shadwell, who died on the 11th of 
last month at the age of fifty-two, was the eldest son of the late Sir Lancelot 
Shadwell, Viee-Chancellor of England. 

The will of Sir John Hall, K.C.H., of Lansdowne-crosccnt, Kensington 
Park, was proved in London, on the 7th inst., by his daughter, Miss Harriett 
Lydia Hall, the sole executrix, to whom he has bequeathed the whole of his 
property, real and personal, at the same time nominating her his universal 
legatee." Sir John has left rings as mementos to personal friends, Baron 
Piatt and Philip Hardwick being amongst the recipients. The will bears date 
Nov. 6,1850, and the testator died on the 21st ult. Sir John, who attained 
the great age of eighty-one, was a Knight Bachelor of the United King iom 
and Knight Commander of the Royal Guelphic Order of Hanover, created t:i 
1881 and was Consiu-General in England for Hanover. 

BrorV.ce

