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(The Clerk called the names of the Jury, after 

whleh the following occurred*) 

THE COURTt I think there wae a witness on the 

stand yesterday when we adjourned. 

THE CLERKt Take the stand, Doctor. 

Thereupon, 

DR. HERBERT APTHBXER, 

the witness on the stand at the taking of the adjournment, 

resumed the witness stand and testified further as followai 

THE COURTt Proceed, Mr. Baasett. 

DIRECT EXAMINATION (continued) 

By Mr* Bassetts 

Q Dr. Aptheker, you were in the middle of answering ! 

my last question when we stopped yesterday. Will you please j 

complete your answer? " 

THB COURTt Hadn't you better repeat the question. » 

I am afraid it may be vague to the memory. j 

MR. BASSETTt Very well, Your Honor. 

Q (BY MR, BASSETT) The question waa directed to | 

the doctrine of force and violence as taught by the Communist; 
i 

Party and specifically asking with reference to the use of ' 
the language "force and violence"? j 

A I was in the course of offering to the Jury certain 
quotations from Marxist-Leninist works, substantiating the i 
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position of opposition to fores and violence snd terrorism. 

X had read to the Jury two quotationa from Stalin and a 

a quotation from Karl Marx and, aa X said, thera sre two 

or three more, which are aa followas One is asde by Karl 

Marx in 1878 and the only reference that X have to offer 

to the Jury to sake this clear is that his quotation begins , 

with a reference to a nan named Eulenberg, who waa the 

chief prosecutor of the Prussian monarchical government, 

which brought charges against Communists for use of force 

and violence. Marx is writing this In reply to that charge. 

This la his reference to Sulenberg on it. The quotation 

la fairly long but X think rather Important. 

THB COURTi Could you etate the aubstsnea of it 

without reading it at great length? 

THE WITNESSt Well, sir, it is a typed page and 

X think it is rather important. 

THB COURTt Vary wall. 

MR. ORBENt May I ask the Doetor to etate In what 

voluma it la reprinted, if it is reprinted? 

THE WITNESSt Yes, I certainly will. Do you want 

that now, Mr. Qreen? 

MR. BASSETTi You might, Doctor, pleaae. 

THE WITNESSt It ia quoted in A. Landy, "Marxis* 

and the Democratic Tradition" which la published by Inter* 

national in 1949. The pages, Mr. Qreen, are 173 to 174. 
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Ara you ready for it to be redd now, Mr. Green? 

MR. GREEN 3 That le for you to determine, Doctor. 

THE WITNESSJ I an ready. 

MR. GREEN: i am ready. 

THE WITNESS^ This ie the quotation written by 
Marxt 

"What Bulenberg actually wants to say is the 

peaceful development toward the goal ia only a stage 

which is to lead up to the final development of the 

goal and then later transformation of the peaceful Into 

a violent development arises for Mr* Sulenberg from 

the nature of the desired goal. The goal in these 

cases is the emancipation of the working class and 

the transformation of society involved in this 

emancipation. 

"The fact, however, is that historical development 

may remain peaceful only as long as those who hold 

power in society at a given time do not place any 

violent obstacles in the way. If, for example, Marx 

says the working class In England or in the United 

Statea should win a majority in parliament or in 

congress* it oould legally abolish those lawa and in

stitutions which obstruct Its development and it could 

do this only to the extent that social development 

exhibits auoh obstructions, and yet the peaceful move* 
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ment could turn into a violent ono as a result of 

the insurrection of thoee interested in the old order 

If they are crushed hy forea, as they were in the 

American civil war and in the French revolution. It 

is as repels as against the legal power* hut what 

Sulenherg preachea Is violent reaction on the part 

of those in power against the course of development 

proceeding peacefully apparently in order to prevent 

violent conflicts of the social class. 

"This is the battle cry of violent counter revo

lution against what is actually the peaceful develop* 

stent of the revolution. In point of fact, the govern

ment of Prussia Is attempting to crush by force the 

development whloh displeases It* but which is legally 

unassailable. 

"This is the necessary introduction to violent 

revolution. It ia an old story but it remalnstrue." 
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THE COURT: Is t h a t nil of the qUotftlon? 

H 1 A That conclude*? t h a t p©rtloul»r quotation. • THE COURT: Wee t h p t not written in a period In 

the history of Germeny when there v> R K very mr.rked policy 

of pgitftlon of one kind or another, K* • consequence of 

which, emong otherp, *» number of German* ceme to this 
country through Korl Schur?. 

A No, sir. This is thirty years leter. Your 

Honor h a s reference to 1848. 

THE COURT: I rm talking about 1848. I thought 

you paid t h a t period. • A No, sir. I PSS ?orry. I ppld 1878. 

THF COURT: 1878. Very well. 

A Now, in concluding these quotations on this point, 

I would like to bring the matter home into our own country, 

our own time, end I now wish to quote from Mr. William Z. 

Foster, who 1P national chfiirmpsn of t h e CommunlPt Party of 
the United States. 

The quotation vhich I offer you comep from a book 

h y Mr. Bert Andreve, who is r reporter for the New York 

Hfrald Tribune. Mr. Andrew? pubmitted qupetionp to Mr. 
w Foeter, *nd published t h e repller In his book, In Mr. 

Andrews1 book, which is c*lled "Yiaphington Witch Hunt,• 

published by Random House In New York, in 1948. The 
quote which I em offering is from Page l6o. 
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Hap t h a t b o o k b e e n s h o w n , Mr. O r e e n ? 

Mr. F o a t a r i e r e p l y i n g t o t h l p p p e c i f l c q u e s t i o n , 

and h e s a y s : " A m e r i c a n C o m m u n i s t s h a v e a l w a y s r e c o g n i r a d 

t h e h l e t o r l o f a c t t h a t p a r t i e s w i t h v a r i o u s e o c l * l p r o g r a m s 

c s n n o t s e c u r e g o v e r n m f n t r > l p o w e r b y c o n s p i r a t o r i a l m e t h o d s 

o r b y m i n o r i t y c o u p d ' e t a t . 

j j " t h e p h r a s e c o u l d mean ' m i n o r i t y o v e r t h r o w o f t h a 

s t p t e . ' They m u s t h a v e w i t h t h e m an o v e r w h e l m i n g - m a j o r i t y 

| o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n . The d s n g e r o f v i o l e n c e i n s u c h 

s i t u a t i o n s a l w a y s c o m e s f r o m t h e r e a c t i o n a r y e l e m e n t s who 

r e f u s e t o bow t o t h e d e m o c r a t i c w i l l . • End o f q u o t a t i o n 

j o f Mr. F o s t e r o f 1 9 4 8 . 

T h e f « i c t l e t h s t t h i s c o n c e p t o f m a j o r i t y w i l l 

o f o p p o s i t i o n f r o m r e a c t i o n a r y f o r c e s , o f t h e i r r e s o r t t o 

f o r c e and v i o l e n c e , f i r s t , t o p r e v e n t t h e coming- i n t o 

b e i n g o f m a j o r i t y w i l l , i s o f t h e e s s e n c e o f t h e t h e o r y 

o f M a r x i s m - L e n i n i s m , end o f t h e C o m m u n i s t P s r t y . I t i s 

a l e ~ o f t h e e s s e n c e o f t h e A m e r i c r n d o c t r l n * o f t h e 

r i g h t o f r e v o l u t i o n , I n t h e I> c l r r * > t l o n o f I n d e p s n d e n c e end 

i n t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n o f t h e S t r t a . 

MR. GREEN: I f Y o u r H o n o r p l e a s e , i f t h i s i a 

v o l u n t a r y i n f o r m a t i o n by t h e v l i . n e s s , I d i d n ' t r e a l i s e t h e r e 

was a n y q u e s t i o n p e n d i n g . 

THE COURT: He i s q u o t i n g f r o m some s p e e c h o r 

a n s w e r m^de by F o s t e r , t h e n a t i o n a l c h r l r m a n o f t h e C o m m u n i s t 
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H 3 Party, to some newspaper reporter who Interviewed bias. 

A No, sir, I am not. 

# THS COURT: well, 1 oertainly got t h a t impression. 

A I em sorry, sir. I didn't mean to give i t . I 

thought I had e.̂ ld I was finished with the quotstion from 

Kr. Andrews' book, "Washington Witch Bunt." 

THE COURT j Very well. Go on. 

A I was making — 
THE fOUftT: I am afraid I sm a little confused, 

t h e way you s'arted out by *ferring to something that Foster 

had said to a reporter of a certain paper. And you say not wl 1*1 

you have Just read is contained in a book written by — 

A Mr. Andrews. 
THf; COURT) Andrews. What, Andrews is that? 

[ A Bert Andrews, sir. 
THE COURT: In a book w h i c h he calls 'Washington 

Witch Hunt.* 

A Yes, sir. 
THE COURrp: And when was the book written? 

A sir, published then. 
THE COURT: Well, Isn't the language of Mr. • j Andrews you were reading also t h e language of Foster? 

A It wae the language of Foster, sir. He waa 

j replying to a question of Mr. Andrews. 

• 

THE COURT: Then my misinterpretation was only 
• 
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i n t h e t t h e r e p l y a*>de by F o F t e r wp e a e d e t o A n d r e w ? r s t h e r 

t h a n t o some p e r s o n e l s e . 

A Y e p , e i r . A n a , i n a d d i t i o n f i r , I t h i n k t h a t 

y o u do n o t c s t c h a e A p p a r e n t l y when I i n d i c a t e d I h a d 

c o n c l u d e d the. q u o t a t i o n f r o m Mr. F o s t e r . 

THE COURT: V e r y w e l l . Co a h e a d . 

A I v p s s u m m p r l z l n g t h e e p p e n a e o f thf>se q u o t a t i o n s . 

And I v p s s s y l n g t h a t t h e q u o t a t i o n ? w h i c h I h & v e o f f e r e d 

y o u f r o m S t p l l n e n d M s r x end f r o m F o s t e r r e i t e r e t e t h a t 

w h i c h l a t h e e p p e n c e o f t h e t h e o r y o f r e v o l u t i o n o f t h e 

C o m m u n i s t P a r t y o f M a r x i s m - L e n i n i s m , n a m e l y , r e v o l u t i o n 

i s i m p o s s i b l e w i t h o u t t h e w i l l t n d t h e a g r e e m e n t o f t h e 

m a j o r i t y o f t h e p e o p l e , *n<5 t h ? t t h e o n l y e x p l s n e t i o n o f 

v i o l e n c e w h i c h mpy o c ^ u r , e n d h i s t o r i c a l l y h e s o c c u r r e d 

w i t h r e v o l u t i o r . p , at o u r own R e v o l u t i o n , c o m e s when t h e 

w i l l o f t h e m a j o r i t y i s l e g a l l y and p e a c e f u l l y e x p r e s s e d , 

I s v i o l e n t r e p l s t s n c e b y t h o s e who r u l e . 

T h i s i s o f t h e e s p e n c e o f t h e t h e o r y o f t h e 

| C o m m u n i s t P a r t y on t h e r e v o l u t i o n . 

I ( B y Mr. B a s p e t t ) D o c t o r A p t h e k P r , I v o u l d l i k e 

t o show y o u G o v e r n m e n t E x h i b i t Number 6, w h i c h i s e n t i t l e d 

• P r o b l e m s o f L e n i n i s m . " 

A May I i n t e r r u p t o n * s e c o n d . May I p e y , s i r , 

t h e t I em t e r r i b l y s o r r y , b u t I n t u r n i n g a y n o t e s , I f o u n d 
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one more quotation directly relevant to thie, which I feel 

Ve rather important. It ie a half page. May I have 

permission to read it, please? 

THE COURT: Well, of course, ordinarily the 

witness is asked questions by the lawyer, but if you wish 

to supplement what you have already said, I think you can 

do so. 

A Thank you, sir. 

There is one mora quotation I wish to offer, in 

terns of this force and violence. This is from 

Engele. He wrote it March 6, 1895. It occurs In his 

introduction to a book by Marx, which Is called the 

"Class Struggles in France," published by International. 

It occurs on Pages 27 to 28. 1895. Fjigels. Quote. 

•The irony of world history turns everything 

upside down. Ve, the 'revolutionaries,* the "rebels' — 

we are thriving far better on legal methods then on 

illegal methods end revolt. The parties of order, as they 

call themselves, are perishing under the legal conditions 

crested by themselves. They cry despairingly with Odllon." 

He uses a French phrase. "Legality is the 

death of us; whereas we, under this legality, get firm 

muscles and rosy cheeks and look like eternal life. And 

If we are not so crary as to let ourselves by driven into 

street fighting in order to please them, then nothing elee 
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Ov fe Ha 

It finally left for thea but theapelvep to break through 

this legality so fatal to them.* 

THE COURT: What le the French you did not reed? 

A "La Legallte Nous Tue.* "Legality le the death 

to us. 

French. 

THE COURT: •Legality.* Thai phrate r sin, In 

A "La Legallte." 

THE COURT; "A est?" 

A "Nous tue.- "N-o-u-s. T-u-e.* 

"Legality Is the death of us," r*-' erring to the 

reeetlonerirs, thet they hole,to. Understand, Your Honor, 

it hes reference to the reactionaries, that +he legality 

le the death to them. 

THE COURT: As I get It, the point which you are 

saying, although violence recognised by Marx as necessary 

oeourred in some stage of the revolution, the violence 

would not be started by the revolutionists, but would be 

started by t h e people who do not want a chpnge in social 

order. 

A The only addition I would make to that, sir, he 

deer not say it is necepsary. He says that where violence 

does occur In revolution, tha violence cornea from those in 

oower. 
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THE COURT* In other words, if then ere lews of 

the United States In force, end we have an army, If neces

sary, to enforce them, that la the violence which la to he 

overcome by a party which wants the change in society. 

THE WITNESS* No, sir. 

THE COURTi Tou may proceed, Mr. Bassett. 

MR. BASSBTTt Thank yon, Tour Honor, and I might 

aay that several subsequent questions bear directly and 

Specifically on the point which Tour Honor raised and we 

hope we will have an opportunity to develop them very fully. 

Q (BY MR. BASSETT) Now, Dr. Aptheker, I would like 

to direct your attention to Government Exhibit 6, page 7, 

which is the first page of the text, and the very first 

paragraph which purports to be a definition of Leninism, 

and it is a very short line. 

"Leninism is Marxism in the epoch of 

imperialism and of the proletarian revolution. 

Or, to be more exact, Leninism is the theory 

and tactics of the proletarian revolution in 

general, the theory and tactics of the dictator-
ship of the proletariat in particular." 
Now, can you tell us what the Communist Farty 

teaches and what you taught as a teacher when you used that 

paasage there? 

MR. GREENt I object to that question. 

THE COURT* What? 
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11" KU.. GREENS I object to that queation* 

THE COOOTi Hhy? 

of them*" A *1 

^ 1 

The evidence ot the Oovertasent on that point 

was fey a witness ~ and of eouroe It^is what the jury thinks 

about it, and it<'lsvfor thero to determine •* was by a witness 
*• ' i t ' * *• ^ ^ *" ' 
/who at the time was an official spokesman and lecturer fop 
the Communist Party, ' * ^ . . , » 

4 ^ \ How, his evidence-- was ̂admitted ronly for that -
1 / ^ -f ( 
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particular purpose In connection with hla teaching. Now, 

you are asking this witness, in part at least, what he 

peraonslly teaches in this school that he has referred to. 

Now, the individual views would not he necessarily 

the Party views nor would they necessarily be in opposition 

to the Party views. 

MR. BASSBTTt May X then leave off the first half 

of ny question. 

Q (BY MR, BASSETT) what does the Communist Party 

teach with reference to that particular quotation? 

MR. GREENs 1 object to that question. There la 

| no testimony here that this man teaches in a closed 

J Communist Party school. 
i 

THE COURTS You have to show* Mr. Baasett, that 

he is an authorised lecturer or professor for the Communist 

Party, Just as the Government witness was required to do 

that. * 

MR. BASSETTt If Your Honor will indulge me a 

moment. 

If your Honor please* on page 2004 of the trans* 

erlpt in which the question was askedt 

"Dr. Aptheker, you have testified you have been 

a member of the Communist Party for the last thirteen 

| years. Are you now a member? 

"Answers I'am»* 
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Then again tha Court held at page 2002, or it 

wae a comment, not a rulingt 

"I think he aald he is a Communist and that he 

does teach for the Communist Party." 

It la on that basis that I asked the question. 

THS COURT* Ask hia now whether he is an author

ised teacher for the Cosetunist Party* Does he hold classes 

and teach for the Communist Party as an officer or author

ised lecturer for the Party? is he In an authorized position 

in the Communist Farty? 

Q ( B Y NR. BASSETT) Would you answer that question 
as fully aa you can, or. Aptheker? 

A I have In the paat been frequently aaked to teach 

for the Communist Party and I have done so. I have in the 

paat been aaked to represent the Communist Party in present

ing its position not only in such classes but in public 

debatea. 

I debated aa a representative of the Communist 

Farty on Marxism-Leninism, officially so, and everybody 

knew It, at Harvard University where I debated publicly 

with Professor Schleasinger about two years ago, at Columbia 
University where I debated with Professor John Herman 

and 
Randall,/at City College again where I debated with Pro

fessor Harry David, and Queens College, as a Communist, 

a member of the Communist Party on Marxism-Leninism, and 
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I debated that question end I represent the Party, and a 

Party member, and X do so now, and X do so very proudly 

Indeed« 

THS COURT* Are you here so now as a witness In 
this ease? 

THE WITNESS. As a witness in thia oase, as a 

member of the Party? 

THE COURT. Yes. Are you here designated or 

requested by the Communist Party* 

THE WITNESSt I am here at the requeat of the 

defendant Mr. Meyers. 

THE COURT* Very well. 

Q (BY MR. BASSETT) Would you be kind enough to 

proceed with your answer? 

MR. GREEN? I still objeet to the question, Your 

Honor. 1 think whether or not thla witness has taught as 

a representative of the Communist Party in open public 

gatherings ia immaterial in this case. 

THE COURTt Mr. Baaaett, 1 think you had better 

frame your question again and then 1 will pass on it. 

What are you aaking him now? 

Q (BY MR. BASSETT) Br. Aptheker, I direct your 

attention to Governments Exhibit 6 and to the specific 

passage, the definition from It and ask you what the 

Communist Party taught when they made reference to this 
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passage? 

THE COURT? Wall, what is tha passage? Read it 

to the Jury. 

MR, BASSETTs "Leninism is Marxism in the epoch 

of imperialism and of the proletarian revolution. Or 

to he more exact, Leninism is the theory and tactics 

of the proletarian revolution in general, the theory 

and tactics of the dictatorship of the proletariat 

in particular.* 

THE COURTs well, that language of Itself is 

clear enough. Why do we need anything in the nature of an 

exegisls to get the meaning of those words? 

MR. BASSBTTi Because, Tour Honor, the witness 

Crouch purported to say at page 496 of the transcript what 

that paasage was, and It is the position of the defenae — 

THE COURT. What did he say? What did Crouch 

say about that? 

MR. BASSBTT: He said, sir, and he said it over 

objection — 

THE COURTs Was it in connection with that par

ticular passage? 

MR. BASSETT? It was, yes, 

THE COURT: What did he say about it? 

MR. BASSETTi "Mr. Flynn: I want to say thia has 

been marked 'Government Exhibit 6 for Identification.« Tell 

ua what page this is on. 
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"The Witness* Page 7* and I an reading from , 
i 

some quotation toy Joseph Stalin of himself in another hook | 
i i 

entitled 'Foundations of Leninism*. He is repeating here j 
t 
i 

what he said in *Poundations of Leninism*." | 

THE COURTt Well, what did he say? Just state j 

what Crouch said. 

MR. BASSBTTi Well, his answer is short, and you j 

have to have the Foundatlong to understand what he says, and 

he sets It forth on that page as the teaching of the Communist 

Party in the United States with respect to overthrowing | 
j 

the United States, and It Is thepositlon of the defense i 

i 
that this in no way indicates — j 

i 
THS COURTs Well, I do not see what you are re- j 

f erring to with respect to Mr. crouch's testimony that it ! 
j 

undertakes to be based upon the quotation that you just ! 
j 

read. | 
i 
t 

How, if there is anything in Crouch's testimony j 

or that of any other Government witness which gives an j 

Interpretation for the communist Party of the language which| 

you juat read, of course, you have a right to offer other 

evidence, if it is qualified, on that same subjecti but I 

do not for the moment see that the language which you just 
• - the 

read la otherthan/clear use of the English language, and 

1 do not see that it of itself has anything to do with the 

subject of force and violence. 
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MR* BUCHMANs If Your Honor please, if I might 

say the Government witnesses used the expression of prole

tarian revolution and so on, and indicated they were con

nected with the violent overthrow of the Government hy 

foree and violence. 

THE COURTt Well, now, that is another matter, 

Mr. Buchman. 

MR. BUCHMAN; well, the particular reference — 

THE COURT* May I — 

MR. BUCHMAN? Pardon me, Your Honor, I am sorry. 

THE COURTt It Is perfectly permissible for Mr. 

Bassett, if he desires to do so, to ask this witness his 

understanding from the standpoint of the Communist Party 

of what is meant by the proletarian revolution. Several 

witnesses have testified to that for the Government and 

you can ask him that also as part of your ease, but that 

la quite different from reading him a sentence and asking 

him what he thinks about that sentence. That sentence 

does not seem to me to teach a meaning. 

MR, BUCHMANs As 1 recall Mr. Crouch's testimony, 

the exact quotation waa introduced by the Government from 

which Mr. Crouch drew those conclusions and that Is why 

we offered hia testimony based on that same quotation. 

THE COURTs Read it again. I do not want the 

Jury to get confused about these matters and it is a little 
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2 
difficult perhaps to keep then entirely straight. Just J 

read it. j 

. MR. BASSETTt "Leninism ia Marxism in the epoch j • of imperialism and of the proletarian revolution. 

• Or, to be more exact, Leninism ia the theory and 

tactics of the proletarian revolution in general, 

the theory andtaatlcs of the dictatorship of the j 

! THB COURT* What is your question baaed on that? j 
I • i 

; MR. BASSETTS My question, air, waa, what does i 

i teach that? What doea it mean? It has been introduced and j 
[ • read and purports to have some significance. We did not 
t • 

bring it in. 1 aa aafcing an expert on the eubject about 
• • • 

Juat what it means. 

MR. GREEN* I object, If Tour Honor please, to 

asking the witness to aay what a particular passage meana. j 

I further'object on the ground that this witness is not j 

. qualified as an expert or as a representative of the . 

Communist Party on their doctrine end unlee* and until there; 

*. h. ^ * ^ 0 ^ .onoox. j • rather than in open Communist achoola or meetings *~ j 

THE COURTs The question is not a simple one such 

aa we have in many cases of fact. Xt la pretty difficult 
i 

for me to remember all thai the Government witnesses said 

• 
• 
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on a point. I will give tha dafandanta, of course, equal 

opportunity to bring to the attention of the Jury things 

that they regard aa Important. I overrule the objection. 

The witness may answer it, Pleaae answer it briefly, if 

you can, because X am not sure whether the anawer may be 

responsive or relevant. Answer it as briefly as you can. 

THE WITNESSt It would help me if I had the quo

tation. In accordance with your instructions, sir, I will 

answer briefly, as briefly as I can and try to make it as 

relevant as I can to the question of force and violence. 

The first and main point there la the indication 

of the quotation of the peaoeful nature of Marxism, that 

it is a science which grows* That is why the first sentence 

of the quotation says that Leninism is Marxism of the 

imperialist effort, which Is of the period following the 

death of Marx. 

Then, that is the first point as briefly as I can 

make it. The second is the epoch of imperialism refers to 

the era of approximately the past eighty years, in which 

the Communist Party says and Marxism-Leninism say there has 

developed a great conglomeration, a concentration of economic 

power in the hands of a few monopoliata, such aa, for 

example, the monopoly present being sued by the United Statea 

Government, the duPont Monopoly. 

THE COURT. Now, Mr. Witness, I think you are going 
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beyond the proper scope of that question. Please do not 

try to inject into your answers in this case views with 

regard to monopolies and so on that are matters of law and 

enforced by the United States Government, and different 

people have different views about it and pleaae leave out 

unnecessary references to what you regard aa monopolies. 

Those questions will have to be determined in the Courts 

of the United States* 

THE WITNESS * If Tour Honor will permit me to 

aay so. monopoly is of the essence of the Marxist-Leninist 

concept of imperiallam. It la impossible to understand 

what Communists mean by imperialism unless you understand 

that monopoly capitalism is of the essence of their defini

tion of lmperiallam* That is what I was trying to bring 

out, air. 

THE COURTt Oo ahead with your answer, I think 

unnecessary references to partieular alleged monopolies 

are inappropriate in the oase. 

THE WITNESS* All right, sir, I understand that 

new. So, in thia epoch of suoh concentration, the centrali

sation of financial and industrial control, the firat sen

tence is saying that Leninism is the development and the 

application of Marxism to this period. 

The next major feature of thia la that this para

graph la saying — and Marxlam-Leninism says, that in this 
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period of Imperialism the impending social change le the 

change of power, the control of the etate from the hands 

of these few monopolists in the hands of the working class 

and their allies, particularly the farming masses, the vaat 

majority of the people. 

The paragraph then is saying that In this epoch 

of Imperialism, this is the social change that la of the 

essence of that epoch. 

It la further saying when It uses the term 

"proletarian revolution" in general, it is referring to this 

process, to the social process of the change from one group 

holding power to another, from a small minority in this ease 

to the vast majority of the people. 

There is nothing in this concept in terms of the 

advocacy of force and violence* The concept of revolution 

to Marxism is the concept of process, the social change* 

Force and violence ia in no way implicit in the concept 

of revolution in the science of Marxism-Leninism, and as 

I tried to say, reading it and developing these paragraphs 

on the previous citations, Marxism-Leninism holds that in 

revolution — and It does not have to he proletarian — 

it can he bourgeoisie such aa our American revolution, in 

revolution in general, where you do have such violence, 

the violence comes from the minority whose power is threaten

ed by the will of the majority, who want a change, and when 
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6 thia minority s e e that they do want it, that enough of j 

them want it strongly enough and fear that they oan no longer! 

rule in the old way, then, if theviolence somen, it comes | 

beeauae thia minority illegally turns to foroe and violence i 

to erush the peaceful majority, democratic aapiratlons, of 
s 

the masses of the people, as haa happened in history many 
times, including our American revolution and our American • 

i 
civil war. i 

THE COURT. I suggest that the witness answer j 
• t 

the next question. What is the next question, Mr- Baasett? j 

THE WITNESS* I am glad to hear X answered the 

question* 

Q (BY MR* BASSETT) Dr* Aptheker, witnesses for 

the prosecution have aaid that the advocacy of force and i 

violence Is the essence of Marxism-Leninism. Are there j 

any examples from leading proponents of Marxism-Leninism j 

i 
in which you can find or show the advocacy and teaching ; 

of a peaoeful transition from the present state to the 

envisaged future state? j 
MR. OREBNt X object. j 

i 
THE COURTt Xf you relate it to tha present, I 

i 

would probably admit it, but the witness has already in- j 

dlcated that he has given many of hla answers based on many 

years of history in the past. How* I think you will have 
to make thequestlon, Mr. Baasett* a little more relevant 
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than you have in asking for illustrations of what you 

refer to aa peaceful revolution. Of course, the outstand

ing illustration that may occur to you and which you can 

aak about, if you desire, is how w* affect amendmenta to 

the conatitution of the United Statea, which la, of course* 

by act of congress, ratified by three-fourths of the statea 

of the American union. That is the way in which peaceful 

revolution can be brought about in the United statea. That* 

X think, would be a modem inatance of peaceful ehange, 

ef which we have had some twenty-two now, X think, in the j 

hlatory of the country. ! 

I sustain the objection unless you make the 
• 

question more speclfie and with reference to the situation j 
t 

whleh we have in the United Statea. j 
i 

MR. BASSETTs Will Tour Honor hear me? 
THE COURTs Tea. 

MR. BASSETTs X believe that the ruling on the 

objection waa raised by the defense to the uae of hlstorleal ! 

matters and waa to the effect that so long aa these materials 

ware currently still in uae, they would be admissible. 
. I 

THE COURTs That la true. I 
I 

MR. BASSETTs And X will now aak a second ques- | 

tlon after this and rephrase my question to limit yeu, sir, j 

only to the list of materials currently in use. j 
I 

THE WITNESSt X /have used no other materials. ! 
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' Q . (BY M R » B A S S E T T j Before you do that, would you 

care to comment on tha indication o f tha Court as to one 

of tha ways of achieving a peaceful revolution? 

MR. ORSENs I object to the witneaa commenting. 

THE COURTi Of courae, that ia not In accordance 

with our rules o f evidence. 

MH. BASSETT J , v>ry well, sir. -. 

Q (BY MR. BASS&TT) Br, Aptheker, ©an you cite some 

i Specific references'dealing with the peaceful transition in 

: materials currently used hy the Communist Farty? 

:i . MR* SHEER; X object, 
il • • 

•j THB C O U R T . I will- .overrule it. 
' THE WITNESS* I can. 

0* (BY MR. B A S S E T T ) Mill you please proceed. 

A <: sir*- may X aak the Court a question? 

THE COURT? I think you better not. Professor. 

. THE WITNESS. I will turn to the question aa to 

peaceful transition preaent'in Marxist-Leninist works 

currently published and currently used by the Communist 

; j . Party, Where objective conditions'exist, Marxism-Leninism 

has envisaged and hoped for its peaceful transformation 

\ ' from the following facts* 

MR. GREEN. Is this a quotation? 

. THE WITNESS! Yes. 

•• MH. GREEN* Very well, then. • 
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THE WITNESS. This ie tht History of tho 

Communlat Party of tha Soviet Union, where Stalin ~* 1 want 

to see i f I oan give you the page, page 186, where Stalin 

i s referring to the spring of 1917 and to the fact that 

Lenin hoped and worked for a peaceful tranaitlon and he 

aayst 

"Of the efforts to win over the leadership, 

Lenin envisaged here the possible development of 

the revolution." 

And then on page 186, even later, in October 1917* 
as may be found in the selected works of Lenin, volume 6, 

pages 248-249, you will find there a page headed — and I 

am quoting — "Peaceful Development of the Revolution.* 

Thia is as late aa October 1917, that page which is headed, 

as I gave you, and I now read from It briefly — I am 

quoting now, October 1917* 

"The democracy of Russia, the Soviets and the 

socialist-revolutionary and the Menshevlk parties., 

are now confronted with the opportunity, very seldom 

to be met with in the history of revolution, of 

securing the convocation of the constituent assembly 

at the appointed date without further delay, of saving 

the country from military and economic catastrophe* 

and of securing a peaceful development of the revolu

tion . 
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HIf the Soviet* now take the full and exclusive 

power of the state into their own hands* with the 

purpose of carrying out the program set forth above, 

they will not only oa guaranteed the support of nine-

tenths of the population of Russia — the working 

class and the vaat majority of the peaaantry — but 

will also be guaranteed the great revolutionary 

enthusiasm of the army and the majority of the people, 

without which victory over famine and war is impossible." 

Thia is during the firat World War and character- ! 

ising the peaceful development of the revolution. 

"By seising power now — and this is probably 

their last chance — th* Sovieta could still secure a 

peaceful development of the revolution, the peaceful 

election of deputies by the people, the peaceful 

struggle of parties within the Soviets, the testing of 

the programa of the various partlea In practice, and 
i 

the peaceful transfer of power from party to party. 

"If this opportunity ia allowed to pasa, the entire 

course of development of the revolution, from the move** 

ment of Nay 3d {April 20) to the Kornilov Affair, points 
of 

to the inevitability/a bitter civil war between the 

bourgeoisie and the proletariat. Inevitable catastrophe 

will bring thla war nearer. To Judge by all the signs 

and considerations comprehensible to the human mind, 
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this war is bound to terminate In the complete victory 

of the working class and Its support hy the poor 

peasantry In carrying out the program sat forth above* 

The war may prove arduous and bloody and oost the lives 

of tens of thousands of landlords and capitalists, and 

of army officers who, sympathise with them. The prole

tariat will-stop lit no. sacrifice in order to save the 

revolution, which ia impossible a part from the program 

aet forth above. On the other hand, the proletariat 

would support the Soviets in every way if they were 

to avail themselves of their last chance of securing 

• • . a peaceful development of the revolution.'* 

One final iiaartu 

MRo GREENE May 1 ask you, you say that was from 
the History of the Cmim^ist Party? 

| of the Communist Party- The first quotation was. I said 

j thia wae from Lenin** selected works, volume 6, pages 248-9. 

| There is Just one mora of these extracts. The last one I 

want to offer is headed *Peaeaful Transition Without the 

| Violent Resistance of the Minority" comes in here in Staling 

^Foundations of Leninism*, In 1924, in which he said on 

page §6t 

THE WITNESS* 1 didn't say it was from the History 

"Of course, in the remote future, if the prole- I 

tariat is victorious in the most Important oapitallat I 

i 
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countries, and if the present capitalist encirclement 

is replaced hy a socialist encirclement, a peaceful 

path of development is quite possible for certain 

capitalist countries, whose capitalists. In view of 

the unfavorable international situation, will consider 

it expedient voluntarily to make substantial concessions 

to the proletariat. But this supposition applies only 

to a remote and possible future. With regard to the 

immediate future, there is no ground whatsoever for 

this supposition.** 

This is the last quotation X wish to offer and 

urge that you observe Stalin's assumption there, as I have 

said again, that the foree and violence comes from the 

minority who refuse to yield to the minority. 

MR. GREEKt May X ask when Br. Aptheker reads 

the quotation, that he Indicate quotation marks. 

THE WITNESSi X tried to do that by aaying "in

ternal", but X should have said "internal quotation marks." 

THE COURT2 What la your next question, Mr. 
Bassett? 

Q (BY MR. BASSETT) Br. Aptheker, directing your 

attention to a more recent period, say 1950, what does the 

Communist Party teach and advocate is the means to attain 

socialism and how they want it to take place? 

MR. GREENi X object to that. 
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THE COURTt Don't you think ho has covered that 
toy tha quotations already? 

MB. BASSETTt If Your Honor please, those previous 
remarks dealt with historical materials used as a basis 
for their present teachings. Thia is what thay are teaching 
to be techniques today, 

THE COURTt aak that question, is that the present 
doctrine and aims of the Communist Party, Will you answer 
that by yes or no, 

Q (BY KR, BASSETT) ¥111 you anawer His Honor1 s 
queation, Doctor. 

A The present alms and doctrines of the Communist 
Party is moat certainly in the future, whan the majority 
of tha American people desire It, a peaceful and legally 
attained legislation, aa provided in our government, a 
system that they desire, if this system ia socialism* Yes, 
thia la theprinolple of the Communiat Party of the United 
Statea. 

0. What does the Communist Party teach its members 
to do in order to help achieve the peaceful transition to 
socialism? 

MR. QREENt Objected to. 
THB COURTt X sustain the objection to that 

queation* I am not sure that this witness is competent 
to anawer that. He la not, as far aa I have now heard, 
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1* an officer or official of the Communist Party. j 

NR. BASSBTTi If Your Honor pleaae, we are offering! 

tela testimony to rebut tbe teatlaony of people who were 

not even members of the Communist Party, Crouch* Lautner, ' 
t 

they are not in the Party, and this gentlemen is a dis-

tlnguished scholar and member of the Party at the present 

time. 

THB COURTJ I do not wish myself to comment on j 

the weight of the evidence. That is for the Jury, but the j 

Jury may very well think that the evidence of people who | 

have been closely identified with the Party is of more j 

value to them than the views of one who is not an officer j 

of the Party and who la a professor in — what was the name ' 

of the college? • 

THE WITNESS* I teach at the Jefferson School of j • ' i 
Social Science in iCew York. j 

i 
MR. BASSETTs It would be interesting to realise > • • • • I 

that the testimony of one of the Government*s witnesses, 
Mrs. Markward, waa that she went to the Jefferson sohool, j 

so that the knowledge she acquired there she acquired from j 

the faculty of which this gentleman is one of the professorsJ 

MR. GREERs I don»t think Mrs. Markward so testified1. 
. • i 

She said she attended courses held in the Jefferson Sohool j 

Building, the Jefferson School of Social Science, but my j 
i 

recollection is she did not go to the Jefferson School. ! 
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THB COURTt The Jefferson School is In New York, 

is it? 

MR. BASSBTTt That is exactly correct, yes. 

THE COURTt Sid Mrs. Markward go to New York? 

MR. BASSETTt X think that is correct and I think 

Mr* Long* another witness, alao went to that school. 

MR. SHEENs Long went to the Training School. 

MR* BUCHMANt X would like to be heard on thia 

particular question* 

THE COURTt What question? 

MR. BUCHMANt You sustained the objection to 

the past queation and X think it ia crucial to our ease. 

Every Government witness* including Nowell, Lautner and 

Crouch, in the ease of Nowell, he had not bean a member of 

the Party for fifteen years, and his expertneaa was arrived 

at aa an analyat for the Xamlgaation Department. All those 

witnesses were permitted to anawer that direct queation and 

give their expert opinion on every question preeented* 

THS COURTt What is the question again? 

MR- BASSETTt The question waa, what the Communiat 

Party teaehea Ita members to do in order to help achieve 

the peaceful transition from capitalism to socialism. 

THS COURTt X will let him answer that question. 

Pleaae anawer it as briefly as you can, pleaae, because X 

rather infer from what X have already heard thia morning 
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that your answer would be largely a repetition of what 

you have already said, 

THE WITNESSs If Tour Honor will take no offense 

from my remark, I think "inferring" this is Incorrect, be

cause I was speaking of theory and now the question is, what 

does the Party teach that our membership must do. 

THE COURTt If you answer It in that way, please 
be very brief about it* 

THE WITNESS« I will be breif as I can within 

the compass of the question and I presume. Your Honor — 

THE COURTs Nevermind comments, Mr. witness. Just 

go ahead and answer tbe question. 

THE WITNESSi All right, sir. The Party teaches 

and urges its membership to go amongst the masses of the 

American people, of whom they are a part, and to bring the 

program of my Party to these people. It tells the Party 

membership to go amongst the American people and to urge 

peace in the world, theprotection of civil liberties, the 

protection of the rights of trade unions, the repeal of 

the Taft-Hartley Act, the right of all people to vote, 

Including those presently disfranchised, particularly Negro 

people, and some poorer white people in the deep South; 

the repeal of the anti-poll tax bill, to enact anti-lynchlng 

bills. The Party tells its membership to go amongst the 

American people and to speak to them,convince them, that 
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th* Bill of Rights day is under attack, thst we must 

struggle to preserve the right to the freedom of speech 

and assembly and the right and freedom of political parties 

to exist and to express their opinions in the open market 

places of ideas, 

THE COURTs Whatis your next question, Nr. 

Baasett? 
MR. BASSETT. Xf Tour Honor please, waa that the 

conclusion of your anawer, Doctor? 

THE WITNESS. No, sir. 

MR. BASSETTt May we have Your Honor's permission 

to allow the witness to finish? 

THE COURTt Very wall. 

MR. GREENt I renew my objection. The queation 

haa bean answered. 

THS COURTt You may proceed and finish, Mr* 

Witneaa, If you have not finished. 

THS WITNESS! The Party tells its membership 

above everything else, 1 think, to convince the American 

people that if they have unity, their Mill for peace and for 

civil liberties and for equality, if they can unite this 

will and resist Red baiting, this unity df will of the 

mass of the people will make it possible for them to elect 

representatives to congress to produce the paaaage of 

legislation that will implement the body of the program 
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j that X have «ost briefly presented here today* 
2 { q (BY MB. BASSBTT) Maw, Br. Aptheker, a wittiest 

I for the prosecution testified that the Communlat Tarty 
t i • taught that socialism ean he obtained only in ah emergency, 
1 i 
1 • i ; a national emergency, erlsls or war} ia that true? ! 
1 i 

MR. QRSENt I objeet to tbe question. 

THB COURTt t sustain the objection. That is 
i • • 
I • • ' • ' ! 
: not a proper quotation, according to my reaoliection, of 
i • 1 

1 

j the witness1 testimony. , 
| MR. BASSBTT* If Your Honor please, 1 am not 

j .certain I heard your ruling. j 

i THS COURTt 1 aay I ouabain the objection to your 
! I • t ! 
| question beeauae, acaording to my recollection it doea not 

properly quota what tbe witness said in that eonneetlon. 

j You are referring evidently to the evldenee of 

| the witness Lsutner. 
i 

i MR* BASSBTTt Well, if Your Honor please, that | 

• is a direst quotation which waa made to the Jury. i 

THB COURTt iautner waa asked, as I recall it, 
! • 

i with regard to whan it waa contemplated or possible* that 

i • . • ' 
tha revolution advocated by the Cotaaunlst Tarty, as he put • it* should take place. Mia answer was in substsnee, as 

• 

X recall it —» and if you have it there you could quote it 

: 

> j 
yourself — but his answer was in substance that this would ! 

i 

; i i i 

seme about either when there is a state of war or a severe i 
j 

'V "'. ' • . ! 
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economic depression or when the Ccwsuniet Party eonslders 

thst it Is strong enough to bring it shout. Thst is my 

recollection of it. 
Xf you have the exact quotation, you nay read it. 

MR. BASSBTTt Tour quotation was rather close. 

On page 877 it sayst 

"In an eaargenoy, a national emergency -~ * 

The queation was: 

"Will you tell us when, if you know, that revolu

tion was to start and under what circumstances?" 

It waa objected to and the Court overruled the 

objection. 

The answer WSSt 

"In an emergency,, a national emergency and crisis 

or war, and if the Party had influence enough, wielded » 

influence enough to earry out that revolution." 

$ (BY MR* BASSETT) X now aak you. Dr. Aptheker, 

if the Communiat Party teaches that as a fact or upon that 

aa a supposition? 

MR. OREBNt 1 object to that question, Your Honor* 

THE COURTt I sustain the objection for this 

reason, Mr. Bassettt Lautner was not testifying in that 

regard about what the Cosantnlst Party teaches but he waa 

asked when would the revolution, according to the Communist 

Party, probably or possibly take place. 
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Now, you could ask tha witness, if you wish to, 

In the language of Lautner'a statement whether that wouXd 

he soma thing which would be; possible with regard to the 

time of the revolution* Xt Is elear enough, isn't it, 

on both sides that tha Communist Party desires revolution? 

The difference between the parties* the government contends 

that It is the intention of the Communist Party to bring 

it about if circumstances permit it- That is the contention 

of the Government. 

The exposition of the matter from your witnesses, 

and particularly by the present witness, i s that the 

Communist Party does not intend to overthrow the government 

by violence at any time but only in accordance with the 

constitutional means when they have pol i t ies! power under 

the constitution by a majority of the people to pats 

legislation and the ratification of the amendmenta to the 

constitution by threeHfourtbs of the states. 

That is the question between one Side and the 

other in this ease. Is it to be done by violence if 

necessary whenever it i s likely to be successful or is 

it to be done purely by peaceful means and only through 

d#B!ooratlo processtsf That is a matter for the Jury, x 

think* to determine in this ease. 

Now, you could frame any questions along that 

line, although I think the witness has fully answered them 
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5 by what he has said that tha Communist Farty has no in- | 5 
tantion at any time to -use foroe ana violence but only 

to use democratic protease* in accordance with the eonstitu- | • 1 
tlon. That is the position of this witness* ] 

i Am I right in that, sir? ! 

• 

Nevermind if you can't answer. I thought you 
• • . • i 

• 
• 

• 

could vary quickly. : 
• 

Co ahead, Mr. Bassatt. ; 

0. (ST MR. BASSETT) Would you — 

THB WITNESS * Basically, you are right, Tour Honor» 

THB COURTi Saaoally 1 am right? ' j 

• THE WITNBSSt Yes* j • Q (BY MR. BASSETT) Doctor, would you be kind enough 
to expand your last answer. 

• . | 

MR. GREEN, I object to that. 
i • • . 

• j THE COURTt 1 sustain the objection* 

MR. BASSETTt If Your Honor please* may I ask the 

Reporter to read back'the court's laat question? 

THE REPORTER! • (Reading)' *The difference between | 
• tha parties, the goveaiwent eontenda that it Is the intention j 

of the Communist Party to bring it about if circumstances i • permit it. That is the contention of the Government.* \ 
i 

> 

MR. BASSETTt All right* 
1 f 
jj THE COURT? Just a minute* j 
i i 

• 

MR* BASSETTt If Your Honor please, I would like 

• • 
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to have that question first' as X think Your Honor framed 

two of thaw, and thla uaa - tha firat•* and I hoped wa would 

gat an anawar to that* • ••• 
to 

THE COURT* X etated what 2 understood/be tha 

difference, ia tha respettlva eontehtions ,i»- thia' case* .and 

whather X had eorreetly atatad it aesordingv to hi* prior 

teetlmony, and "ha said* "Basically yaa." 

ws, MEYEKSS t w / i o n o r , aa x understand it/you 

asked, a question, and tha witness waa answering it, and Mr. 

Baaaett la now asking him the question and asked the Reportsrj 

to read i t . 

THE COURT* what is the next question, Mr. Bassett? 
MM. B A S S E T T J if Tour. Honor please, 'as I understand 

it. Your H o d v.; framed two queationa and we were asking your 
parmission to ask or to have the witness answer both of them 

THE COURT* -Ask-your next question* 
M B . BASSETTi will the' Reporter read that first 

question* 
THE COURT* I did not ask any questions, Mr. Basse ttj. 

X told you why the particular question that you - asked, was 

not admissible, Tht only question x asked was with respect 

• to stating the respective contentions, and X asked the 

Witness whether X had' eorraotly interpreted hia' prior testi

mony and he said "Bascally yes," 

Mow,* what i s y&ur next, question? - • 
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THE WITNESS* I eaid It waa basically yea only 

about the laat part of it, what l waa trying to say* 
THE CQOTIT* All right. Next question. 

Q (BY MR. BASSETT) Doctor* we heard several refer-
emeea, readings of the language of the witness Lautner, 
specifically that socialism can be obtained only in an 
emergency* 

is that tha teaching of the Comwunlst Farty? 
MB. QREENi I object to that, air. 

.,../. THE COURT: X think it doea not correctly quote 
Lautner'e testimony. 

MR. BASSETTt 1 am only trying to aave time, Your 
Honor. 1 will rephrase the question, if I may. 

Q (BY MR. BASSETT) Doctor, tha witness Lautner 
testified in reply to a question, can you tall us when, if 
you know, that revolution waa to atart and under what 

an 
circumstances. Tha witness Lautner replied in/emergency, 
a national emergency and crisis or war and if the Party had 
influence enough, wellded influence enough to carry out 
that revolution. 

MR. QREENi I object to that question. 
THB COURTt What is the question? 
MR. BASSETTt The same question, Your Honor. Does 

the Cesntunlat Party so teach? 
MR* QRBSNt X object to that queation. 
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8 THS COURTJ x sustain th* objection for the 
reason that X gave before. Mr. Leutner did net give that 
testimony in connection with the teaehings of the Communist 
farty. 

MR. BASSETTt x will refrsar* the question. 
THE COURTs One of the issues in thie ease ie 

whether it is the intention of tha Cosmtunlst farty to have 
tha revolution ss speedily ss elreumstanses would permit, 
and the questions to Lautner. as X resell them* were along 
that line, aa speedily as circumstances would permit, and 
what that means in ths Party? 

That is his answer, when would the revolution 
probably take place. Xt waa not in connection with teaching. 

MR. BASSETTt I beg your pardon? 
THB COBUTi Xt was not in semnaetlen with the 

teaching of the Party aut it was given aa bearing upon ths 
question of time* 

MM. BASSETT. Thank you, Tour Honor, 
q (BY MR. BASSETT) Doctor, can you tell us when, 

if yam know, that revolution was to start and under what 
^̂ t̂ê ^̂ ^̂ myMSê ê̂ M̂ s'̂ ^̂ ^̂ m̂̂  

MR. ORKENJ X objeet to that question, Tour Honor. 
THE COURTt Re may answer it. 
MR. OREERi spselfy the revolution. You said 

"that revolution*. 
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MR. BASSETTs The revolution about whleh the 

witneaa Lautner waa talking. 
THB COURTi He nay anawer It. Answer It briefly 

though, please* 
THE WITNESS* The culmination of tha revolutionary 

process, the tranaforamtion fron a eapltallat state to a 
aoelety, a aoelallst abate of aoelety cornea when, whenever 
that way be that the majority of the people of the United 
States desire such tranaformation, snd it cannot come 
sooner* 

This is the eaaenee of Marxist-Leninist theory 
and the teaching of the Coeaatnlst Farty and so the Communist 
Farty intends. 

0. (BY MR* BASSETT) Now, mom specifically, doea 
the Communist Farty Intend to bring about a revolution 
during depression or time of wart 

MR. GREENs 1 object to that, air. 
THE COURTt As an empression of his individual 

opinion he may anawer, but 1 do not think he ia qualified 
to answer it authoritatively from the standpoint of the 
Communist Farty. 

MR. MEYERS* Your Honor, may I say that this 
witness is here as a qualified witneaa to speak fully and 
completely on the teaching and doctrines and program of 
the Communist Farty* Now I think thatif that had been 
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established more clearly yesterday with respect to his j 
t 

qualifications as an expert witness, If that had been further 

gone Into, and I think that if there la any question aa to 

| his qualifications it night well be reopened, to reopen i 

I - I 
j THE GOOHTt what is the next questionf j 
I MR. BASSET?* Your Honor, would the Reporter read ! 
I I ! back the pending queation? 
i j (The last question waa read by tha Reporter.) 

j ' *R 4 0RERH* I object. 1 

I THE COURT. I suataln tha objection for the reason { 
I j 
j .given. - j 

K R . R R R V E R M A I I I • .If 'four' Honor please, son* of tha j 

©overnmant witnesses particularly cralg and Bartlett who j 

ware no more than itera Members of the Coawuniet Farty were j 
j 

permitted to teatify, and they were allowed to answer j 
questions as to what the Communist Farty teaches, and here j 

1 

this witness as a witness who has taught in Communist Farty j 

Schools and he has bean authorised for the Communist Party j 

to engage in public debates as a repreaentative of the | 
» 

Communist Party, and X think this witness should be allowed 

to answer those questions which the Government witnesses j 

jj such as Craig and Bartlett and others have teatlfled about ! 

who were no more than mere members of the Coeatunlat Party, 

and I think ha should be allowed to answer« 
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TBS COURT. What la tha question? 
{Tha last question was read hy the Reporter.) 

THE COURT* Answer yes or no. 

THE WITNESSi Yes.* % would answer no. 

MR, BUCHMAN. If Your Honor please — 

THE COURT* There is no question pending. 

MR. BUCHMAHt I do not think the witness ahould be 

limited to a yes or no answer when witnesses like Crouch 

were permitted to answer at great length, air. 

THE COURT* We have heard the witness for two 

hours* and I think I have understood the drift of his 

answers, and I have summarized them in ruling upon the 

questions. 

Now, mere repetition of the same thing time and 

time again is something which the presiding Judge has to 

determine to be either in order or too lengthy. 

Now, let us psss to something new in the eaae. 

MR BASSETT* If Your Honor please, the questions 

which sre being propounded to the witness were prepared 

from the testimony and with deliberate intention to meet 

eaeh of the allegations made by the various witnesses for 

the Government, and we have no Intention, air, of hating 

these answered more than once, but we do want to take these 

allegations and meet these allegations, snd we intend to 

answer them once, and we we wouad like to meet each of 
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l i t 2 3 

the rarloua allegation, whleh have been ande by the eavaral 

Government witneeses* 
THE COURTt Proceed. 

MR. BASSBTTt Thank you sir. 



206? 

Q (By Mr. Bassett) A witness for the prosecution 

testified that no one could strnd on the principles of 

Merxiem-Leninism end nt the same time defend the United 

States Constitution. Is there anything in the teaching of 

the Communist Party that would substantiate thpt? 

MR. GREEN: I object. 
THE T O U R ' " : Overruled. Pleeae anawer the 

question, If you can, yes or no. 
A I can't, sir. I mm not satisfied with Buch an 

answer. The answer to that Is no, there is nothing 

contradictory. On the contrary, in my opinion, it is 

complementary, In part, of the fullest development of the 

democracy provided for end pledged in the Constitution. 

Q (By Mr. Bassett) How, Doctor, another witneet 

for the prosecution a*id that "proletariat" means people 

without property. I am referring to Page 792 of the 

transcript. no th.pt "bourgeoisie* means people who have 

property of some kind. Is thet an sccurate depcrlptlon, as 

dlatingulehed by the Communist P*rty? 

MR. GREEN: If Your Honor please, the subject 

might be perfectly permissible of inquiry of the witness 

for the defense. However, I do not think It is proper to 

pay, in leading up to each question, th*t certain witnesses 

testified so and so. 
MR. BASSETT: I will be very glsd to strike that 

http://th.pt
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PART O F THE Q U E S T I O N D E A L I N G W I T H WHET A P R O S E C U T I O N W I T N E E T I 

S A I D . 

THE C O U R T : YOU CI»N ANSWER THE Q U E S T I O N , I F YOU 

can. 

A I T I S ELEMENTARY AND A X I O M A T I C I N M A R X L E A - L E N L N < SM 

THEORY T H A I " P R O L E T A R I A T * R E F E R S NOT TO P E O P L E WHO * R E WITHOUT 

P R O P E R T Y . I S U P P O S E THE ONLY P E R S O N WITHOUT P R O P E R T Y WOULD 

BE A NEW BORN B A B E - SOME P R O P E R T Y . " P R O L E T A R I A T " R E F E R S 

B A S I C A L L Y TO AN I N D U S T R I A L V O R K E R , TO A WORKER I N I N D U S T R Y , 

F U N D A M E N T A L L Y . 

" B O U R G E O I S I E " R E F E R S I N M A R X I S M - L E N I N I S M 

L I T E R A T U R E , A X I O M A T I C , " B O U R G E O I S I E * R E F E R S NOT TO OWNERS 

O F P R O P E R T Y . I T R E F E R S TO OWNERS O F THE MEANS O F 

j P R O D U C T I O N , SND P A R T I C U L A R L Y , EA NORMALLY U S E D , OWNERS O F 

GREET M I N E S , R A I L R O A D C O N C E N T R A T I O N S , F A C T O R I E S . T H I S I S 

THE E S S E N C E OF THE M E P N I N P O F " P R O L E T A R I A T " AND 

••BOUR*. E O L S I E " I N M A R X I S M - L E N I N I S M L I T E R A T U R E . 

I ( B Y MR. B A E S E T T ) NOW, DOCTOR A P T H E K E R , I T HAS 

BEEN FIT A TED HERE C O M M U N I S T S * D V O C E T E " V H E R E V E R N E C E S S A R Y 

THE OVERTHROW O F THE B O U R G E O I S I E , M E A N I N G , r » I UNDERSTAND 

I T , the GENERAL M A S S O F THE P E O P L E I N A C A P I T A L I S T 

I N S T I T U T I O N , BY F O R C E , I F N E C E S S A R Y . " I S I T C O R R E C T , A S 

S T A T E D , THAT C O M M U N I S T S S E E K TO LEAD A M I N O R I T Y I N THE 

OVERTHROWING ot T H E M A J O R I T Y ? 

{-.4: , N O . I T I S P R E C I S E L Y THE O P P O S I T E OF WHAT I S 
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H 3 correct. 
First, the •bourgeoisie 1 1 is not the general mate 

of the population. •Bourgeoisie" in sll Merxlsm-Lenlnlsm 

literature, In concepts *nd teaching, IF e minute minority 

In *ny capitalistic country. Second, t h e whole concept 

of Communism is that it is a movement of T h e majority In 

the interest of the vast majority. 

Q N o w , this ie a very Important enewer, Doctor. 

Can you cite reference* in Marxist-Leninist works t h a t would 

substantiate what you hrve Just said? 

MB. GflEEN: I object, sir. 

Oh, yes, 1 can. 

THE COURT: do ahead. 

(By Mr. Bassett) Will you proceed? 

A Yes. I *>m directing myself to quotations from 

Marxism-Leninism classics, in which ie developed the 

fundamental idea of Communism, that it is a movement of the 

aiejority, f.nd for '.he majority. 

I take first, the Communist Manifesto, by Marx 

and Engels, which they wrote in 18*+? and IQkB, and published 

the latter year. In the Communist Manifesto, on Page 20, 

of the edition which I see in t h e hands of t h e gentleman, 

which I assume is an exhibit. 

One reads, Quoting Marx snd Engels: "All previous 

historical movements were movements of minorities, or in the 

A 

Q 
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I n t e r e s t o f m i n o r i t i e s . T h e p r o l e t a r i a n m o v e m e n t 1 * t h e 

s e l f - c o n s c i o u s , i n d e p e n d e n t m o v e m e n t o f t h e i m m e n s e 

m a j o r i t y , i n t h e i n t e r e s t o f ' h e immense m a j o r i t y . ' 

I n t h e same w o r k , C b a m u n l s t M a n i f e s t o , P a g e 4 4 , 

a n d f o r t h e same r e a s o n , o f i t s m a j o r i t y c o n c e p t , M a r x a n d 

E n g e l s w r o t e t h a t " C o m m u n i s t s l a b o r e v e r y w h e r e f o r t h e u n i o n 

fnd a g r e e m e n t o f t h e d e m o c r a t i c p a r t i e s o f e l l c o u n t r i e s . " 

D i r e c t l y p e r t i n e n t t o t h l e , i n e x t e n s i o n o f t h e 

a p p l i c a t i o n o f t h i s f u n d a m e n t a l r u l e o f M r . r x i s m - L r n i n l e m , 

i t I s c o n c e r n e d and t i e d t o t h e m i n o r i t y - m a j o r i t y , o n e 

f i n d s o n e x a m i n a t i o n o f L e n i n ' s w r i t i n g s i n 1916, 

" S e l e o t e d ' o r k s , " V o l u m e 19, P a g e 261, q u o t e : 

" S o c i a l i s m w i t h o u t d e m o c r a c y i s l m p o s e l b l e I n a 

d o u b l e s e n s e . ( 1 ) T h e p r o l e t a r i a t c a n n o t a c h i e v e t h e 

s o c i a l i s t r e v o l u t i o n u n l e s s i t i s p r e p a r e d f o r t h i s t a s k 

by t h e s t r u g g l e f o r d e m o c r a c y . ( 2 ) V i c t o r i o u s S o c i a l i s m 

o » n n o t r e t a i n i t a v i c t o r y and le«d h u m a n i t y t o t h e s t a g e 

w h e r e t h e s t a t e w i t h e r s e w a y u n l e s s I t e a t a b l l s h e s 

c o m p l e t e d e m o c r a c y . " 

And q u o t i n g t h e same a u t h o r , L e n i n , 1 9 1 6 , 

" " e l e c t e d W o r k s , " V o l u m e 5, p a g e 2 6 8 , same y e a r a s I 

t h i n k I s a i d , 1 9 1 6 : " J u s t as S o c i a l i s m c a n n o t b e v i c t o r i o u s 

u n l e s s i t i n t r o d u c e s c o m p l e t e d e m o c r a c y , s o t h e p r o l e t a r i a t 

w i n t e u n a b l e t o p r e p a r e f o r v i c t o r y o v e r t h e b o u r g e o i s i e 

u n l e s s i t weg'ee a many s i d e d c o n s i s t e n t a n d r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
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H 5 s t r u g g l e f o r d e m o c r a c y . * 

I n A p r i l , 1 9 1 ? — 

MB. ORE'S!*: I d o n ' t l i k e t o i n t e r r u p t t h e D o c t o r , 

h u t I u n d e r s t o o d h e wee t o r e e d q u o t a t i o n s c o n c e r n i n g t h e 

m i n o r i t y And t h e m a j o r i t y b u s i n e s s . And a l t h o u g h t h e 

r e c e n t q u o t a t i o n s h e h s s r e a d '>pply i n r e s p o n s e t o a n o t h e r 

q u e s t i o n , I d o n ' t t h i n k , t h e y a r e r e s p o n s i v e t o t h i e q u e s t i o n . 

THE COURT: I will l e t h i m r e a d . Oo a h e a d . 

H a v e y o u meny m o r e o f t h e s e q u o t a t i o n s ? 

A Ho, e l r , I d o n ' t . 

THE COURT: R e a d t h e n e x t o n e , i f y o u h a v e 

a n o t h e r o n e . • A I n A p r i l , 1 9 1 ? , L e n i n i n t h e m i d s t , o f t h e 

g r e a t e s t t u r m o i l , w r o t e * t h i s is f r o m • S e l e c t e d W o r k s , " 

V o l u m e 6 , P a g e 2 9 : " I n o r d e r t o o b t e l n t h e j o w e r o f 

s t a t e , t h e c l a s s c o n s c i o u s w o r k e r s muet w i n t h e m a j o r i t y t o 

t h e i r s i d e . As l o n g as And h e i t a l l e l r e e t h o s e t h r e e 

w o r d s . "As l o n g a s no v i o l e n c e i e u a e d a g a i n s t t h e m a s s e s 

t h e r e i s no o t h e r r o a d t o p o w e r , we r r e n o t E l a n q u l s t e . 

s*« ©re n o t i n f a v o r o f t h e s e l r u r e o f p o w e r b y a m i n o r i t y . " 

A n d , t h e J u r y , I h o p e , w i l l r e m e m b e r I d e f i n e d • " B l a m q u l e m " y e s t e r d a y a s a m i n o r i t y a n a r c h i s t f o r c e and 

v i o l e n c e m o v e m e n t . 

THE COURT: I t h i n k I t is a p r o p e r t i m e t o t a k e 

t h e m o r n i n g t e n m i n u t e r e c e s s . 
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H 6 Thereupon. at 11:35 a.m., there wae a ten minute 

recess taken, after which the following occurred:) 

THE COURT: Proceed. • Q (By Mr. Beeaett) Doctor Aptheker, *h«t doea the 

Communlat Party teach ep to the historic method of peerage 

of Amendment* to the Constitution of the United Statea? 

MR. GREEN: I object to that. 

THE COURT: I sustain the objection to that. It 

is purely a question of law. 

A May I point out, I was in the middle of a question. 

THE COURT: lou were in the middle of something? 

Well, finish what you were reading. • A If the Court will bear with me a minute. I 

left these papers with the clerk, here. 

I was in the middle of offering a few quotations 

to demonstrate the fact that the Communist Party seeks the 

agreement of the majority of the people, that Marxism-

Leninism is based on majority will, the whole concept of 

revolutionary processes. I had read, I believe, two or 

three quotations, and I have two or three more, coming up 

into the present period. • Here is a quotation from Lenin, showing this 

j same fundamental principle of Marxism. It comes from 

"Selected Works," Volume 3, Page 121. This was uttered 

by Lenin in the midst of the terrible war between Csarist 

• 

' t 
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Russia and Jspan in 1905. He le there saying — well 

I will give you his own words: 

"Marxism divides the 'people' into 'classes1 

not in order that the advanced may become self-centered, 

or confine itself to narrow aims and restrict its activity 

so ss to frighten the economic masters of the world, but in 

order that the advanced class, which does not suffer 

from the hslf-hesrtedneee, vacillation and indecision of the 

intermediate clesses shrll with all the greater energy 

snd enthusiasm fight for the cause of the whole of the 

people, st the head of the whole people.• 

In more recent times, one finds Dlmltroff, the 

world famous Bulgarian Communist and leader of Marxism-

Leninism, who defied Hitler's government at the Reichstag 

fire frame-up, and he said, typically, quoting: Pardon 

me. Not there, not In the court. Thst is in correct. He 

said this in 1935. H« said: 

"While being upholders of Soviet democracy, we sh*Il 

defend every inch of the democratic gains which the 

working class has wrested in the course of stubborn struggle, 

and shall resolutely fight to extend those gains." 

Thet is from Dlmltroff's, "The United Front," 

Page 109, published by International, 1938. 

Coming closer to our time, William 7. Foster, 

chrirman of ray party, said in 19**5, in the midst of the 
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s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t S r o w d e r i s m , q u o t i n g : 

" T h o very f o u n d a t i o n o f M a r x i s m - L e n i n i s m I s . t h a t 

t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s , with the Gommunlet r a r t y a t I t s h e e d , , 

l e a d s t h e d e m o c r a t i c m a s s e s of t h e people i n the 

a m e l i o r a t i o n o f t h e i r c o n d i t i o n s u n d e r c a p i t a l i s m e n d 

*l*o i n t h e e v e n t u e l e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f S o c i a l i s m . " 

" h i s i s i n t h e p a m p h l e t , "On t h e S t r u g g l e 

a g a i n s t r e v i s i o n i s m , " p a g e 5 6 . 

And o n e m o r e q u o t e , f r o m a n a t i o n a l l e a d e r o f 

my p a r t y , J o h n Williamson, w h o , o n t b e same o c c a s i o n , I n 

19**5, as r e p o r t e d i n the same b o o k , P a g e s 72 t o 73, Mr. 

Williamson s a i d tha f o ! l o w i n g : Q u o t e : 

" I n e m p h a s i s i n g t h a t we adhere t o t h e p r i n c i p l e s 

o f M a r x i s m we s h o u l d n e v e r f o r g e t t h a t t h i s m e a n s : 

a . T h a t we m u s t f i g h t u n t i r i n g l y f o r t h e e v e r y d a y 

i n t e r e s t s o f t h e w o r k e r s and all o t h e r o p p r e s s e d s e c t i o n s 

o f t h e p o p u l e t l o n ; t h a t we m u s t g i v e c o n s i s t e n t l e a d e r s h i p 

t o t h e n a t i o n a l s t r u g g l e s o f t h e N e g r o p e o p l e a n d t h e 

s t r u g g l e f o r the l i b e r a t i o n o f t h e v i c t i m s o f U. S. 

i m p e r i a l i s m ; 

b . T h a t t b e w o r k i n g c l e g s , u p o n w h i c h t h e 

C o m m u n i s t P a r t y b « s e s i t s e l f , i s the t u l w a r k and m o s t 

c o n s i s t e n t c h a m p i o n o f d e m o c r a c y , the n a t i o n a n d s o c i a l 

p r o g r e s s , and t h a t t h e r e f o r e t h e o r g a n i s a t i o n , u n i t y and 

i n d e p e n d e n t r o l e o f t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s I s i n t h e i n t e r e s t 



of our nation; 

c. That while carrylng forward all the 

democratic traditions of our country and the fighting 

traditions of the working class of all nations, we always 

keep before the masses the aim of Socialism ss the 

historic solution of the con redlctlon between the social 

character of production and the private ownership of 

economy by a small group of monopolists." 

That is why in the preamble of the constitution 

of the party, it says: "In the struggle for democracy, 

peace and aocirl progress, the Communist Party carries 

forward the democratic traditions of Jefferson, P*ine, 

Lincoln *nd Frsderick Daugls.es, *nd the great working-

class tradition of Sylvia, Debs, *nd -uthenberg." 

0. (by Mr. Baseett) Doctor Aptheker, one of the 

prcpecutlnn's witnesses said that he had been taught 

something called "historic materialism." Does the 

Communist Party tench anything by thet name? 

A Yea, It does. 

Q Whet does "historic m'-terie.liFm'' mean? 

A Well, the correct phrase is "historical 

materialism.• 

Thaftk you. 

A This is the philosophy of history of Marxism-

Leninism. This happens to be one of the courses which X 

http://Daugls.es
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teach at tha Jefferson School, and about which I have written 
In many publlaationa. 

Being a whole philosophy, it is exceedingly 
difficult to put this into a eapsule statement, but because 
of the exigency vhloh X understand exists, I vlll do ay best 
to do that. 

"Historical materialism" teaches that the basic 

activity of mankind Is to produce the necessities of life, 

food, shelter, olothing. It teaches that man is social. He 

does not live alone, but rather in aoolal groups. 

It teaohes that in these social groups, founded upoi 

this fundamental requirement of human beings, that they 

produce that without whloh they cannot live; that, therefore, 

the nature of these social groups depends upon the nature 

of property relationships in theas social groups, so that 

you have a society as you have had in the past, which is a 

slave society. 

Ve say it is a "slave society" because the 

relations of production depend upon the ownership of slave 

property by a few, and the being owned by the slaves as the 

many, ve speak of"feudal society." Ths fundamental nature 

of that aoclety is, again, its property relationships. A 

few possess the right to the land. Ths maas, the serfs, the 

peasants, have no right, to tha land. 

We speak of a"capitalistic soolety? by which ve mean 
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»- society in whioh — 

KR. Gr. tHi It Your Honor please, I don't, know if 

this is responsive to tho question aa to what "historical 

materialism* is. 

A That is what it la. 

THZ CUURT: Well, I will not stop the witness, Out 

I vould request him, please, to be briefer in his reply. 

I understand, of course, what the witness is saying, it 

is the history of the development of society. Now, X do 

not think that has any direct relation to this case. 

It is very interesting, of course, to the student 

of history, political economy, and scienoe of government. 

But I think the Issues of this case are much simpler than 

that. 

Now, I don't want to stop the witness, because 

he was ask*d a question vhioh I think was proper, "what is 

your understanding of the term 'historical Imperialism?'* 

But I would ask him, please, to be briefer than that, because 

the range of history, of course, goes back over several 

thousand years. If it is possible to bring the matter to a 

more simple statement, of the meaning of "histdrioal 

imperialism," I ask the witness please to do so. 

A 3ir, first, I am defining "historical materialism." 

i'RE COURT: Wall* * materialism, • rather than 

"imperialism." 
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I thought the question was "imperialism." 

MH. S i r , I balieve the witness long 

referred to * h i s t o r l d * or " h i s t o r i c a l , * I em not c e r t a i n . 

* materialism." 

TKa. COUIIT; "Materialism." 

KR. BASSETT: I b e l i e v e i t i s being used in 

d i s t i n c t i o n with the d l s t l n o t i o n you made. 

THE COURT: Very v e i l . The witness i s defining ; 

" h i s t o r i c a l materlallam." The aame thing, I think, a p p l i e s . 

But as I say, my understanding of i t , X take i t i s the j 

development of h i s t o r y . But, again, I suggest t o the witness,; 
i 

i f p o s s i b l e , t o be a l i t t l e more oonoise about i t , rather 
! 

than range through several centuries. 

I w i l l ask him to do so. Zf you o a n 1 t , o f course, 

I w i l l l e t you go on. 

A I w i l l do the best I can, s i r . 

In the development of the philosophy of h i s t o r y , as 

I say, there i s no way of doing I t exeept developing i t , that 

I know of. 

THL COURTt I quite appreciate t h a t . 

A I have leaped from slavery to capitalism in about | 
i 

three minutes, and, b e l i e v e me, that i a quite a l e a p . But X 
i 

w i l l go en now. 

Productive a c t i v i t y i s the foous. S o c i a l r e l a t l o s h i p s 

depend on t h i s productive a c t i v i t y , and being based upon i t , ' 
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|i 
jj classes arise on the ha tit of their relationship to the 

;| productive aotlTitiea. 
I; ; 

i Zone own the means of production. Soma depend 

jj upon it. This la the fundamental distinction in these classea^ 

1 in harxIsra-Leniniea thought. Karxism~Lealnlem thought basio j 
i- ; 

|j to "historical materialism* says that baaed upon this fast 
I I 

I: of some classes possessing ihe means of production and 

! some classea net. there develops an irrevocable antagonism 

in the interests between these classes. 
i ! 
•\ these who own tha means of production, historically 

always, today, they are the minute minority. Those who do 

not own the means of production, historically always, today, 

those are the overruled majority. The interests of these 

are in eonf Hot. 

•Historical materialism* teaches it is through 

the resolving of this conflict that history moves forward. 

{this is, ve believe, the secret or the explanation of the 
•i 
i 

dynamics of history. Why you have one society at one time, 

and another society at another time, why the changes. 

Though, in all oases, the ruling class opposes the ohange, 

and usually forcibly resists It. 

It is this antagonism in Interest. The antagonism 

in interest is resolved In life In the process of social 

development. And this really Is the heart of the 
revolutionary prooess. The heart of the revolutionary process 
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The heart of the revolutionary process i s not 

the momentary overturning. This is the consummation. The 

heart i t the process of the development of these antagonisms 

and the r es t r i c t i on by the minority of the majority. 

The culmination - and I now close my exposit ion 

to the best of my ab i l i t y - the oulmlnation end the change 

always oomes, always has come when the interest of the 

possessors of the means of produdtion, whatever that means 

may be. vhen the interest of the group possessing the means 

of production are so contrary to the interest of the Bass 

of the people that the majority of the people simply 

cannot endure i t any more, understand the i r interests are 

contrary, and want a new way of l i f e , and the minority, the 

ru l e r s , faced by eueh contradict ions, oan no longer supply 

the minimum requirements of l i f e . 

Therefore, th is minority turns to the f o rc ib l e 

repression and the fo rc ib le destruction of the mass of the 

people who are seeking peacefully to make l i f e to lerab le to 

them. Vhen this i s res is ted , when i t i s - sometimes i t 

i s n ' t ~ i f i t i s res is ted, and I f the i r resistance i s 

successful, then the masses have succeeded in putting down 

an i l l e g a l counter-revolutionary minority 1a force and even 

v io lence , and they have achieved a higher form of l i b e r t y , 

such as, f o r example our bourgeiosie minority in the f i r s t 

American revolut ion. 
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1: 
l! 
M 
I. 
» 

This is most unsatisfactory to me, ss ono who 

teaches it for firs hoars to give in fifteen minute9 the 

heart of histories,! materialists. 
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Hdg 12 N 

0. (BY MH. BASSETT) How, Doctor, tying thst 

philosophy of history into the questions whleh have been 

made here, what do Communists, members of the Communist 

party teaeh with reference to the constitution of the United 

States? 

MR. QBBKNt X object to that question. 

THE COURT* I sustain the objection. 

0. (BY MR, BASSETT) Then, Doctor, may I ask you, 

would you consider such a well-known volume aa Beard * a 

"Economic Interpretation of the Constitution" as affecting, 

embodying the philosophy that you have expanded here? 

MR. GREEK* Objection. 

THB COURTi X sustain the objection. 

Q» (BY MR. BASSETT) Do the members of tha Communist 

Party use American History in their teaching? 

MR. UHEBNt Objection. 

THB COURTt Sustained. 

MR. BASSBTTt If Your Honor pleaae, may I inquire 

aa to the basis for that objection? 

THE COURTi Ho. I think it Is perfectly apparent, 

Mr. Bassett. 

Q (BY MR. BASSETT) what does the Communist Party 

teaeh concerning the transition from capitalism to socialism 

in relation to the constitution and the Bill of Rights? 

MR. URBBHt Objection. 
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jj • THS COORTt 1 sustain i t for one reason because 

it he has already gone over i t several times* I '• ' " ' ' • ! 
! Q, (BY. MR, BASSBTT) Boas the Communist Tarty use 
:i . . . , " : 
j( Aesopian language? 1 

A Ho, certainly not. j 

Q Can you point out specific references in Marxist 
|j classics which'discuss the question of Aesopianism? 
ji 
jj A Tss« 
|| Q Please do so, 
i . '•• 
! A On this argument of Aeaopianism, i f a Cosmtuniat 
|| says that which seems to disprove of force and violence, 

ji then he does not mean i t . :if he,says that which seems by 
!j . • - y . ; 
jj some stretch to prove force and violence, then he doea mean • 

i| *̂M^̂  - , r • • n * • • -
;! • 

jj THE CDuBTi you aay the Communists say that? 

I THE WITMBSS* HO * but that i s what is. said of 'i " • • -
] Communists on the one hand when they say something they don't 

amy 
j mean i t , and on the other hand when they/samething they do 
.-I ' : 

mean it* 

|l I submit that under this argument* this type of 

argument that an idiot could defeat Socrates in argument. 

The only occurrence of the term "Aesopianlsra" ie ; 

in Lenins s "Imperialism" which was written In 1917# and 

j i t ocoura when it, could be brought out without the censor* j 
| • ship of the Tsar — 
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* THE COURTt X an sorry but I oust Interrupt you* 

jpi He have had the passage read from Lenin'a writing in 1916 

in which that tern was used. How, I do not think it is • 
competent for this witness to undertake to give his inter
pretation of that language. 

What is your next question? 

NR. BUCHMAHi If Your Honor pleaae, the witness 

Crouch, Lautner, and Howell were permitted to give their 

interpretations of the word as part of the essence of the 

Government's case. 

THE COURTt This witness started to give his 

interpretation of those words used by Lenin in that sentence. interpretation of those words used by Lenin in that sentence. 

Now, there may be other questions which are clearly per
missible, but they must be framed by the counsel who is 

examining the witness* 

MR. BUCHMAN* If Your Honor pleaae — 

THE COURT1 Proceed with your next question. 
THE WITNESSj Sir, I was aaked to give references. 

THE COURTt Ho, It is not the tine for you, Doctor. 

Proceed with your next question. What is your 
next question? • MR. BASSBTTi Thank you, Your Honor. 

Q (BY MR. BASSETT) Doctor, has the queatlon of 

Aeaoplanlsn been discussed by recognised leaders of the 

Communlat Party? 
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A 
j 

: MR, GREEK* X objeet to thatp air. -
THE COURT? I am not sure I heard the question. i 

i '' ' MR, BASSBTT? Has ths question of Aesopianisa - \ • been diacuaaed by recognized leaders of the Communist Party? 

THB CQBRTt Has it been? 

MR. BASSETTs Yes. X .juat asked that question of 

the witness, and X believe the answer is yes, I am sure. 

THE COURT? What is your next question then? 

Q (BY MR. BASSBTT) Is that correct? 

A Yes, that is correct.- ' ! 

. 4 Who has discussed it? 1 

MR. GREENt Objected to. j • THE COuRTi I sustain the objeotion. j 
j $ (BY MR. BASSBTT) Boetor, 2 show you or will shew ! 
> 

you a volume entitled "United Front" by Bimitroff and call j 
• ! your attention | i 

A It is not here. i 
i Q Excuse se v i 

i MR. FLYNNs What one is that? | 

Q (BY MR* BASSETT) This is Qeorgi Biaitrov's 

"Selected Articles and speeches11 published by Lawrence and • - Wlsbart of London in 1951 and call your attention to page 

26, Bo you find there any expression as to the slgnlflcanee 
• 

of the word "Aesopian** or "Aesopianism*? j 

MR e ORKBN r Objected to. j 
•• : • ' • i 

•' • • , ' 1 
• • 1 
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THE COUHTi I BUStain tha objection. I think 

you have not correctly related the signifleanee of the word 

"Aesopian" as it has been heretofore given in some of the 

evidence In this ease where witnesses on the witness stand 

were aaked about the uae of the language which they refer 

to aa "Aesopian" meaning thereby, aa I recall the evidence, j 

that the Communist Party had said that they often used 

language in their publle documents which waa well under

stood by those indoctrinated in the Communist Party to have 

a partleular meaning but which meaning as a matter of language 

would be quite different and could not be used against the 

Party in court. 

How, that evidenoe was given by witnesses from 

the witness stand subject to cross-examination. Now you 
what 

are asking this witneaa to read/somebody else said upon 
» 

tha subject. That is not contradiction of tha evidence 

given by tha witnesses here who were on the stand subject 

to cross-examination, and for that reason I sustain the 

objection. 

MR. BASSBTTt Row, if Your Honor pleaae. the 

question Immediately before or the two questions before 

this* I asked him if tha Party had used HAesopianiam" and 

he answered with respect to the prior testimony, answered 

it in the negative, and than in order to ado probative 

value to his testimony I am attempting to elicit from him 
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substantiation in various works used by ths Communist Party, 

THB COURT* Well ~* 

MR* BASSETTJ And I think I should be permitted. 

THE COURT$ Mr. Bassett, that is Just what you 

cannot do according to the rules of evidence. You have a 

witness on the stand and he makes a statement, and you 

can contradict his statement, but you can't corroborate 

a witness on the stand by reading from what somebody else 

has said 

How, I allowed you a pvopw question which you 

asked the witness to which you say he answered no. Mow, 

that ia evidence before the Jury attending to contradict 

some of the evidence on the other aide; but you cannot 
bolster 

corroborate him or A or add to the force of this witness* 
statement under oath here by what somebody else has said 
at some other time. 

MR. BASSETT} Well, now — 

THB COURT$ Please pass to the next question. 

Q (BY MR, BASSETT) Can you throw additional light. 

Doctor, on the use of the term "Aesopianism"? 

MR. FLYNN* what is the question? 

MRo BASSBTT$ That IS the question. 

MR. QREENi Objected to. 

THB COURT* I sustain the objection. 

MR. BASSBTTi If Your Honor please* the Court 
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directed the question to the witneaa Crouch in connection j 

with what he meant by the expression Aesopian language with | 

reepeot to it being referred to in the papers and he answered | 

it at length* some five or six pages. j 

THB COURTt well, you could put the sane question | 

to this witness, what does ha wean by "Aeioplan". j 
j 

$ (BY KR. BASSETT) what is meant by the term 

"Aesopian"? ! 

A Lenin used it *- . j 

THB COURTi No, no, no, Mr. Witness. We have 

heard what Lenin eaid about it as evidence in the only tins • 

ha used it* Rot what Renin said about it or your interpret j 

tation of it, but what ia meant by the term "Aesopian language"? 

How, that I think is the question before ua In* j 

tending to give some evidence by the witness aa to what j 

that meant when they used tha term "Aesopian language." j 

MR. BASSBTTt Xf Your Honor please ~ j 

THB COURTt This witneaa can be asked what ia j 
i 

meant by the term "Aesopian language.* Does he use it or < 

not? .'• 

$ ( B Y MR. BASSETT) Have you ever used the term 

"Aesopian*, Doctor? 

A Have I ever used the term? 

Q Yes. 
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8 
A I have uaed it in explaining this passage, the 

8 
fact that it has been misused in terms of prosecution againat 

the Communist Party, and I have used it this way in explain• ing it, — 

Q What waa that explanation? 

A — In classes. 

MR. QREENt I object to that. 

THE COURTx I austain the objection on the same 

ground* The witneaa is permitted to define what is meant 

by the term "Aesopian language *" His answer tends to show 

that he has taught that other people have taught that In
correctly. He can, of course, state what is meant by the • term "Aesopian'' as so used} but the very nature of the 

word and the question is something which apparently la not 

clearly understood by the questioner in this case. That 

is by Mr. Baasett, but not intending to be critical at all. 

MR.BUCHMANt If Tour Honor pleaae. 
THE COURTt I think there is no question before 

the Court at the present time, Mr. Buehman. 

MX. BASSETTt Would Your Honor indulge us for a 

moment? • MR. BUCHMAHt I would like to aak this witness 

the same question which was asked of the witness Crouch. 

THE COURTt You could do so. 

MR. BUCHMAHt The question which waa asked o r 
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Crouch, what le the meaning of "Aesopian*, and Mr. Crouch 

took four or five pages to elaborate on it. 

THE COURT; Of course, you could ask this witness 

the question whioh was asked the witness on the other side. 

X don et know Just what question you are referring to that 

waa aaked of Mr. Crouch. 

If you have It, you could read it as to what he 

aaid to refresh ay recollection which aay help me on ruling 

upon the evidence, and I will listen to it. 
MR. BUCHMANt This is at page 642, what Tour Honor 

said — 

THB COURTt Don't you think that one counsel ahould 

examine the witness at a time. 
MR. BUCHMAHt Tea. 
MR. BASSBTTt This is at page 642, Tour Honor, 

and the question, beginning with the latter half of the 

Court1a statementt 

"Row, I think the question ean be asked what 

he meant by 'Aesopian language* and what the language 

he referred to in the papers that he had then aa 

'Aeaopian*.* 

Flynn then asked the queationt 

"Can you answer that question as propounded by 

His Honor?1* 
And this was his anawert 
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10 
"Yes* By Aesopian X mean ths use thst Lenin 

gave the word 'Aesopian language1 In his Introduction 

to the pamphlet 1 Imperialism* —» " 

TUB COURT* That what? 

MB. BASSETTs "That Lenin gave the word 1Aesopian 

language* in his introduction to the pamphlet 'Imperialism*. 

It is words that are clear to Communists$ to Marxists, hut 

when introduced into Court cannot be used against them/ 

and so on. -

THB COURTt Well, now* the Government asked the 

question of crouch, and you have tht words there what he 

meant by the use of the term ''Aesopian*, or as used by 

Lenin. I did not reoall Crouch being asked that particular 

question. Ordinarily you do not ask a witness to translate 

or define what is written in the English language. 

Apparently that was done with Crouch without 

objection, and I will let you do that with your witness 

so that he can give that interpretation. 

MR. BUCHMAHs There was an objection. Your Honor. 

THE COURTt Very well- Possibly I made a mistake 

about it and if I made a mistake against you 1 will make 

one now for you. 

How, read to the witness what Lenin said about 

the use of "Aesopian language". 

MR. BASSETTs May X have Government Exhibit Mo. 9? 



11 

2 0 9 3 

Cavey fIs 
1 2 : 2 0 

While we are in that* there la a second question 

that i« incorporated Into that where the witness Crouch 

said his words are clear to CoammlM*, not to Lenin. 
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Cay fs On THK C0OBT. On the first page of the introduction, 
12120p as I recoil it. 

# MR. BAiiSiSTTj (Beading) '•This pamphlet was written 

with an eye to the tsarist censorship. Hence, 1 was 

not only forced to confine myself strictly to en 

exclusively theoretical, mainly economic snelysis of 

facte, hut to formulate the few necessary observations 
on politics with extreme caution, by hints, in that 

ABsopian language - in that cursed ASaopian language -
to which tsarism co&pellcd all revolutionaries to 

have recourse whenever they took up their pens to 
write a * legal* work.", 

w with s foot-note "1 •ASsopian*, after the Greek 

fable writer ABaop, waa the term applied to the allusive 

and roundabout style adopted In *legal* publications 

by revolutionaries in order to evade the censorship." 

THS COOKT: Now, what ia your queatlon, Mr. Bassotf f 
H (By Mr, Bassett) The question we want to ask is 

what significance does that passage have to Communists, 

*lth the understanding that he has already answered that 

i Communists do not use Aesopian language. • THB COURT: If they do not uae A^oopian language, 
the phrase haa no reference to thee at all. 

MR* BASSJSTT: The witness Crouch testified that 
it did. 
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C 8 TKK COURT: He h e s centredioted Crouch on thet 

by saying that they do not use it. Thst Is a question • which asks the witness more in the nature of a fact. The 

faot may be true or not, as stated. 

|| (By Air. Basaett) I ask you the further question,, 
what is meant by A e s o p i a n language? 

A AiSaoplaniam has reference to the f a c t that in 

the face of censorship of a tyranny, it may be naeeaaary, 

if given that censorship, te elucidate your thoughts within 

the oonfines of the censorship. This may occur. It has 

J occurred historically many times* 

# THS COURT: Teu can not go into a long disserta
tion about it. 

TELE flTJOaSt The - -

THE COURT; Pardon me o minute. Do you contend, 

Mr. Baasett, thet that answer by the witness ia different 
from w h a t Mr. Crouch s a i d ? 

a m . BAS3£TT: I contend it might be if he were 

permitted to finish, if Your Honor please* 

THB COURT: I am not going to permit him to 

am finish under the rules of evidence. You can ask him another • question and develop it, if you wish. 

Wi. BUCEMAfl: if the Court please -

TBS COURT: Mr. Buehman, I have ruled upon the 

question. ,.e must have some termination tJ this continued 
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C 3 and repeated objections after I hove ruled upon tieta. 

KR. BUCHMAHt I want to enter my objection la • the record. 

THB COURT: You may do so. You have done so. 

Mow. proceed, Mr. Bassett. 

v. (By Mr. Bassett} Does the Communist Farty use 

any language that has a special meaning or a double meaning? 

A It certainly does not. 

Q Do the Communists use different language when 

speaking to their members than at any other time? 

MR. GRJS&N: I objeot. • THE COURT; Sustained. Too general. 

U (By Mr. Baaaett) Do the Communists make use of 

any special language for purposes of security or deception? 
MR. GREEK: I object. 

THE COURT: I will let him answer yes or no. 

THB wITKBBSt Most certainly nod. 

<« (By MR. BAtoiBTT: Doctor Aptheker, 1 show you 

Government Exhibit 16, which Is the Constitution of the 

Communist Party and call your attention to the very first 

page, where it says, "The Communist Party of the United • page, where it says, "The Communist Party of the United 

Statea of America is a worklng-olaes political party, 

carrying forward today the traditions of Jefferson, laine, 

Jackson and Lincoln and under the Delecarstion of Independence. 

It upholds the achievementa of democracy, the right of 
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life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness and defends the 

Halted States Constitution againat its reactionary enemies 

who would destroy democracy and all popular liberties; it 

is devoted to defense of the immediate interests of workers, 

farmers, and all tollers against capitalist exploitation, 

and te preparation of the working class for Its historic 

mission to unite and lead the American people to extend 

theae democratic principles to their necessary and logical 

eonclusion.* 

Now, witnesses for the prosecution have 

characterized that as AEeoplaa language. Is that your 

understanding? 

MH. GHSMHi 1 object. 

TUB COURT: I sustain the objection to the lest 

part of the question, as 1 so understand it. ?ou oan ask 

him factually, as Crouch was asked, whether it is so or 

not. 

<i (By Mr. Basaett): Ia that language Aesopian? 

A No, it le not. 

THS COURT: .vhat is the next question? 

THS ITHBSSi Your Honor -

THE COURT: I am sorry but I cannot allow the 

extensive replies of the witness, which ere substantially 

repetitious. 

THS T̂lfiESs: Your Honor, I don't have such - I 



want to raise a point of order. If I am out of order, 
probably you will tell me ao. 

THS COURT: There Is no formality about it. I 
have to put soma limitation upon these lengthy replies 
and after you have fully, I think, developed your views 
on the subject. 

THE ..ITKiiSS: The only point I want to make is, 
this ia not the Constitution of the Communiat Party today 
end if it was so submitted by the Government, as I have 
been told, it is erroneous. 

THE COURT: That is a perfectly proper comment. 
I don't know what the fact is. /-hat is this, the 1945 
Constitution? 

MR. GREEK: The 1936 Constitution, and there has 
never been any contention that that is in effect today. 
It is more or less agreed that the Constitution in 1945 -

THE CQtRT; All right, the witness need not be 
bothered about that. 

MR. lASsSTT: That was the language that the 
witness Crouch was aaked about and thst is why I wished to 
ask this witness. 

THS COURTt That is all right. Go ahead. 

MR. BASSETT: I think we have the current 

Conatitution, which is defendants' -xhibit 10, which is 

the Constitution of the Communist Party. 



THE COURTt 1 understand there is a difference In 

the language? 
TEE .<ITNE8S; Tea, sir. 

MR. BASSETT: Published in 1948. I show this to 

you -

MR* PLYNJJ": His Honor asked a question. 

THS COURT: Is there any difference between the 

1943 and 1945 language which you referred to? 

MR. BASSETT: I believe there is. There is the 

language I am about to refer to. 

THE COURT: Has it any relation to this question 

of whether it le AEsopian in its nature or not? 

MR. BASSETT': Xt has two references - 1 am not 

even dealing 1th the same paragraph. I em about to direct 

his attention to another section, which has also been 

characterized as AEsopian, but which section only appears 

in the current Constitution. 

THE COURT: Read it to him then and ask him. 

ti (By Mr. Bassett): This is page 9 of Defendants' 

Exhibit 10, on the second line of paragraph 5. There la 

the phrase "democratic centralism"'. Now, is that term 

ever used in an AEsopian sense? 

iR. QREEN: I object to that. I don't know that 

THE COURT: The question, to be proper, would be: 
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X* the term you used, as used In what you read from, in j 

ASsopiaa sense? ; 

MB. BASSETT: ̂  Thank you very much, Tour Honor.. j 

Mr. fitness, will you answer the question as formulated hy j 

ths court? j 

; THE wlTMass. Bo, it is not used in an A&soplan j 

sense. | 
t 

% (By Mr. Baaaett): Now, with reference to the same 

parese in another aspect, will you tell us what you have 
i 

taught to he ths definition or meaning of that phrase? 
MR. GREEK; I object. 

• THB COURT?, Sustained* j 
i 

MR. BASSETTs «ill Tour Honor indulge us? j 

' H (By 'Mr. Baaaett}: *hile, seareh ia being made for j 
I ! 

the exaet volume of transcript, % may say, if Your Hosor | 

please, that there was same question about the meaniag of 

that term, and it appear* in the testimony of the witness j 

Crouch at pages S8B-5 of the transcript. The question was: < 

! *<* I don't think we want to go any further than that. 

j lneldentally» la there, Mr, Crouch* 1 notice you read 

jfa | something referring to democratic centralism. Mow, is ' 
1 i w ! i that a partieular phrase that has a peculiar meaning when | 

I 
used in Communist literature?** May 1 aak the witness that j j ! 
'̂ '̂̂ Jiflfc JJ iSf iŜ Eŝ ^ 

t 
THB COURT: Certainly. j 

- i 
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q (By Mr. Baaaett) Mr. witness, direoting your 

attention to the phraae "democratic centralism", is that 

a particular phraae which has peculiar meaning when used 

In Communist literature? 

• No, it has no peculiar meaning at all. There 

are no peculiar eanings in Communist circles. 

>i ..hot Is the meaning? 

A I think the clearest express! on of the meaning 

may be obtained from a statement on it by Mr. John 

vllliamson, a Mational leader of the Farty, which, I 

believe, was made in 1945. If counsel will give me the 

printed pamphlet on "The Struggle Against Revisionism", I 

will find it. 

THS COURT: Can't you Just tell us whet your 
understanding or what is the meaning of democratic central-
lsm, without referring to a long, or to -ahst somebody 
elae said about it? 

THS alTNESSt I ean, air, if Your Honor directs 
me to do it t at way-

THE COURT: I am not directing you at the moment 

to do it any way. I sm just trying to expedite the 

development of the cross-examination. I suggest to you that 

it will safe time if you will give your definition of It 

rather than what Mr. ..illiatuaon said about it. 

THS A'lTHSSS: All right, sir. Democratic Central-
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Ism haii no meaning confined to the Communist Party - very 

common - la a method of assuring the fullest and the 

most effeotlve participation of the members of an 

organization in the formation of ideas and policies of that 

organization. It is a method also by which the leadership 

of that organization, whoever they may be, can have the 

quiokest and clearest way of ascertaining the desires snd 

the feelings of its membership. 

It is, thirdly, the way In which thia elected 

k adershlp have to thus democratically ascertain the will 

of the majority of Its organization, may effectuate thot 

will, the effectuation of that will under demooratlc 

centralism requires the taking into consideration of the 

looal circumstances and dear and explicit in democratic 

centralism is this necessary flexibility In terms of 

local requirements and local conditlona, which the leader

ship, even under democratic centralism, may not be fully 

Informed of. 

In sum, It is the use of the most democratic 

type of organization possible, for an organization, If it 

is to be an organization - this is t/e meaning of 

democratic centralism. This is what the Communist J arty 

understands of it and the way it operates. 

MR. BASSKTT: Now, if Your Honor pleaae, the man 

referred to aa the author of the quotation whloh out 
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II 

j witness IA tended to reed le John ailliamaoa, who ia, X 

believe, one of the co-defendants with the defendant* here. 

j TEE COURT; Mo, he la named as a co-conspiretor 

but not a co-defendant. 

MR* BASSETTt Xt was a ellp of the tongue, Tour 

Honor, s eo-eoneptrstor, and it would seen to me very 

significant to the jury to kaow what an alleged conspirator 
r 

!• said. 

THE COURT; That is not ay understanding of the 

rule of evidence in conspiracy cases. The Government has 
'f 

offered ia evidence the declaration of a co-conspirator 

against the defendants. I am not clear of it being 

suggested that the defeadaats can offer In evidenoe 

declarations of a eo-eonsplretor in their own ease. 

Perhaps the reason I ea giving you for the ruling le 

of little application in this ease other than to atate why 

what you are proposing to reed or have read by tbe 

witneaa is not evidence in the ease, ahat is your next 

question. 

X may imply that again, merely la giving you the 

reasoaa for the ruling, if the Government has offered in 

evidenoe something that Mr* Williamson haa eaid adverse 

to the defendants, you can, of course, very likely show 

that that waa not correct, and might possibly be entitled 

j to show what he did aay, but the Government has not offered 
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anything by I U U M I O B as bearing aa thia point. 
MR. BASSSTT. That particular pamphlat waa. . 

offered. 

T B I COURTS X understand, bat it is a statement 

af Williamson* 

<4 : (By Mr. Bassett j . Well now * 

MR. BUCHMAHt I Just want to eater our objeotion 

in the reeord baeeuse it does present aa authoritative 

sad aeaurate representation of the views of the Coanunist 

Party, as expressed by Williaasoa la that article. 

THB COURT: X have nothing further to say at this 

tine, 

<4 (By MT. Bassett): Doctor Aptheker, the 

prosecution witnesses have stated that Marxism-leninism 

is lnoeaslstent with democracy* Is that correct? 

MR. CRBBN: X object. 

T H B COURT: 1 sustain the objection here on the 

ground that the evldenee was given by witnesses and you are 

asklag thie witaesa whether the statement of other witnesses 

Is true or not. it la sot the way under the rules of 

evldenee to aak the question. Phrase the question in such 

a way as te make it admissible. 

vt (By Mr* Bassett) t Is Marxism-Xenial sm Inconsistent 

with democracy? 

MR, GRKJSK: 1 objeet* 
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C 18 THS COURT: 1 will let him enswer If he will 

answer it briefly, hut aot repetitious of %hat he has 

already eaid* 1 thoroughly underatcmd the witness to 

have elearly stated that it was not what he had aaid. 

M<. GREEK: May I ask thet the witnees define--' 

THS COURTt 1 euatalned the ebjeet ion for the 

reason I have given* repetitious, 

Mh« BASSETT: If Your Honor please » 

THE COURTt Be elaready has covered the subject. 

MR. MEYERS: I would like to abject to this 

ruling. "He have asked heard of the prior Government 

witnesses, expert supposedly, with Qualifications, asked 

aueh questions and were in no way limited to a yea or no 

answer end were in no way told to limit their answers 

and they stated this and that and the other, and the 

record shows it, and now when the defense presents an 

expert witnees, It seems to me from whet I have observed 

here in the court that in too.many'occasions are efforts 

being made to limit what he hee to say* 

THS COURT; i'roceed with your question, Mr. 

Baasett. 

H (By Mr* Baasett) Boes the Communist i'arty teaeh 

that Marxism-Leninism is inconsistent with deaoercoy? 

MR; GREEK: 1 object. 

THE COURT: I will let him answer the queetlon 
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0 13 briefly. 

THE wITKESS. Ko. On the contrary, it teaches • that it ia consistent with demooraoy. 

(By Mr. Baasett) Can you substantiate that answer 
with reference to the reading of Marxist-Leninist materials? 

MH. GREEK: I object. 

Tits COURT; I sustain the objeetlon because I 

think the matter has already been fully covered by the 
witness, 

q (By Mr. Bassett): A prosecution witness told us 

"Dictatorship of the Proletariat" meant people who have • no property would take the reins of government from those 

who have. Is thet an accurate definition as uaed by the 

Comcuniat Party of the United statea? 

UR. GREEN: 1 object. 

THE COURT: I will let him answer, only the basis 
of not repeating what he has previously said. You asked 

s similar question about an hour ago and he gave his 

definition of t Le proletariat. The only new thing relevant 
there is that you aay a witness for the prosecution 

testified that the taking of poner by the proletariat by • 
fo-oe. You can ask him briefly, as a new matter, whether 

that is a eorrect meaning of ; arxissr^Leninism. 

VI {By Mr. Bassett} Will you answer the queation, Mr. 

witness, with the limitations set forth by the Court? 



.<ould it help If the clerk read it to you? 

A Tea. 

( ueation by Counsel and Court repeated by the 

reporter.) 

THS li'ITNSSS: No, it is not a correct meaning. 

The whole concept of the dictatorship of the proletariat 

la rule hy the majority rather than dictatorahip of the 

bourgeoisie, whloh Is rule by a minority. Force and 

violence does not enter Into thia. 

^ (By Mr. Bassett); Doctor A p t h e k e r , do Communists 

believe and teach that all capitalistic governments - that 

there is no distinction between different types of 

bourgeoisie governments? 

MR. OR&EN: I object. 

THB COURT: I think t h e question la rather 

theoretical and rather far from the main point. It may be 

that s o m e Government witnesses said something on that 

point. If ao, of course, y o u can offer evidence on it 

in your behalf, but It seems to me that i t is rather apart 

from the Issues we have in the case, 

MB. BASSETT; If Your Honor please, there is a 

rather brief - and we think very significant point to be 

made In that connection, 

THi£ COURT: Shat Is it? 

(By Mr, Baaaett); Will you answer the question? 
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C 15 A Ho, although Communists r e f e r to capitalistic 

governments in eccordaaee with the eonccpt of the State • as dictatorships of the bourgeoisie, but make very 

definite differences between different capitalist states. 

Thus, thay value very highly democratic rights In 

bourgeoisie s t a t e s a n d thus t h e y fight against and detest 

t h e denial of s u c h r i g h t s aa In t h e fascist government. 

where o n e also has a bourgeoisie dictatorahip. Communists 

make a fundamental distinction between these and strive 

to protect and enhance ell other r i g h t s of democracy. 

<-i Doctor, w h a t ia a faeciet government? • A A fascist geyernment, s u c h a s the government o f 

Hitler, was as a government of bestial brutality, open, 

naked, profoundly racist, chauvinist, murderous rule, 

usually confined directly in the hands o f a single 

dictator, representing the most powerful and richest and 

most Imperialist o f the monopoly c& p i t a l l B t of hia country, 

who have put him and his psrty in poser to crush democracy 
and tht working olass. 

<4 Doctor, i s the Communist Farty emphasis on 

fascism A e s o p i a n and ia t h e i r p r o g r a m against fascism 
V deliberately couched i n misleading language? 

*R. Q&SJ&: 1 object. 

THS COURT: overruled. 

TH2 WITS2SS: Moat certainly not. The greateat 
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C 1ft so nt rib it ion of Communists is their principles snd heroic 
reslstsnoe to fansIsm and thay hen lost thousands of tha 
greatest peeple in the world, murdered by the fasoista. 
Their resistance to It is principle and there la nothing 
that will ever stop the Communist from fighting against 
fascism* 

k Does the Communist Party underatend the Sphrase 
"united front" to mean that the Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union forma the basis of unity of action to a greet 
or lesser degree - and I would appreciate your explaining 
your anawar to that* 

A May I hear that again? 
q The Communist Farty, I will aak it in another 

form. The prosecution witnesses stated that the Communist 
Party understands the "united front" to mean that the 
Communist Farty in the Soviet Union forma the basis of 
unity of action to a greater or lesser degree. Mow, I 
want you to tell us what the Communist Party means by 
united front. If that la what they mean; if ot, what does 
it mean? 

MR. GflMSH; Do you understand the queatlon? 
THS aiTHiiSS: Tea, I uaderstsnd it very well. 

The reason for the difficulty, I think, is the fantastic 
content of the remark. United front means unity between 
all elements, groups and organisations within the working 



class* Thst Is all it means, all it has ever meant* It 1 

one of the fundamental programs of the Communist P s r t y . 

The united front is the unification of all working elass 

groups, parties, organizations, particularly to resist 

faaclsm. It is the base of what the Party calls the 

jj Peoples Front ia the united front of the working class, 

to gather unity from every mess element of the people to 

resist fascism and rcaotion. That is the only meaning of 

united front. There Is no other, 

i v . ffhat la the Communist Party concept of aelf-

detorminatlon with partleular emphasis in the United 

States'' 
MR. GREEK: I object. 

THE COURT: I think that is admissible in view 
j of some Government teetimony. 

THE »ITNSSs: On the question of self-determina
tion of the Negro people in the United states, I would 

; like to present first of all on this key question very 
,l 

' brief statements made on this b y reading figures on this 
| question in the Communist Party. 

MR. GREEN: I object to that* The witness was 
: asked to define -

;j 

THE COURTi That is right* Please confine your 
anawer to your statement of what that means in the 

; Communiat Party. I can not at this time permit you to 



make further particular reference to particular statements 

or particular parties. 

MR. BUCHMAN: If Your Honor please, the only way 

in which the Government documents cacie in was in the 

course of statements made by prosecution witnesses who 

qualified as experts. Doetor Aptheker is a leading 

authority on thet partleular question and I submit, Your 

Honor, you should permit him to read documents which 

represent the vicv̂ s of the Communist Party as pert of his 

expert testimony. 

THE COURT; How lone will that take, Mr. Buchman? 
MR. BUCHMAN: I don't know. 

MR. BASSETT: am would probably use up the time 

until the customary hour of adjournment for lunch? the 

firat about five minutes. 

THE COURT: If it will only take five minutes -

MR. BASSETT: I am not sure it would be that 
ah or t o 

MR. BUCHMANt I think Doctor Aptheker would be the 

best Bodge of that. 

TBI WITNESSI To actually read the extracts, I 

will limit that to five minutes, and then, if I may have 

two or three minutes to offer my own summation, I will do 

that, my own definition in terms of the question. 

THE COURT: I think it would be more helpful to 
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Ovens fs 
C S T after 
ree.ap 

tha jury If you started with ths latter and followed It 

up hy aaother five minutes of a one thing else. 1 think 

the presentation would be clearer If you made your own 

stetements about it« Do youwisb to do that? 

THS *1THSSS: And then aay I read the extracts? 

TBS COURT; I suppose you eill have to do that 

or I suppose you aay want to do it in your oan order* 

Do you want to do It la your owt way? 

THS OTHESS: I would prefer my own way if there 
is ao objection. 

THS COURTt Very well. 1 think the Jury is 

entitled to sons rest at the preaent time* 

Might I ask for information about how long you 

think the further examination of tale witness will take? 

MR* BASSETT: If Tour Honor please, ay questloas 

will not take too long* There are only a very few more 

questions on our list unasked* 

THS COURT: It would be helpful to the Court If 

in avoiding the unnecessary consumption of time, you would 

ask the witness to abbreviate his answers somewhat. I 

think it would be helpful to all of ua. we will now take 

our reeess today until quarter paet two* 

(Thereupon, at 12:5S p. a., a reeess wss teken 
until 8 too p. M . ) 
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APCTRMOOK agSSION 

(Met, pursuant to tha taking of tha recess, at 

2tl5 o'clock p. a.) 

THE COURTt Proceed. 

NR. BRAYBRMAKt May It pleaaa tha Court, X have a 

request to make whloh Is a little unusual, but I will atata 

it briefly. 

X hsve two witnesses here who will take a very 

short time, maybe ten or fifteen minutes, to testify in my 

behalf. One is s member of the Bar, and he haa many commit

ments and another comes from Pittsburgh, and he would like 

to be able to return to his home. 

I have asked counsel for the defendants and Br. 

Aptheker and they have no objection to having these two 

witnesses go on for a abort period of time and then have 

Br. Aptheker go baek to conclude hia examination. 

THB COURT« I would like to finish with the witness i 

who is now on the stand and then we may be able to give you 

an opportunity this afternoon to have your witnesses testify* 

MR. BRAVERMAHt All right. 

THB COURTr Proceed. 

MR. BASSBTT> Thank you, Tour Honor. 

Thereupon, 

BR. HERBERT APTHEKER, 

the witness on the stand at time of taking the recess, resumed 

the witness stand and testified further as follows. 
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| DIRECT EXAMINATION (continued) 
i • 

j By Mr* Bassett. 
| $ Dr. Aptheker, you were In the process of answering 

j questions dealing with self-determination. Mould you please 
i 
continue? 

A I said that I would like to quote rather Briefly 

! from two works on this question and then briefly offer a 

j summarization of the meaning of the poaition. 

The two works are right there (indicating). May 

I have them? 

(Mr. Bassett handed two books to the witness.) 

THE WITNESSt This book which I hold In my hand 

IS entitled "Negro Liberation. * It was written by Harry 

Haywood, published by International Publishers in 19*t6* 
• . • • • 

.j On psge 160 of that book the following appears, 
|i 
i quoting; 
li • 
h 

"The recognition of the principle of self-

determination implies an uncompromising fight for the 

ji conditions for its realisation; that meana, the fight 
j ' 

j for equality in all fields, and against all forma of 

jj national or racial oppression, in short, complete 

j democracy in the country, The exercise of the right 

j of self"determination is the crowning point of this 
1 

jj struggle and symbolizes that the equality of the given 
l; 
ij nation has been fully achieved,** 



2114 

On that page there Is a footnote olted by the 

author* and the footnote quotes the "Amsterdam News" a 

conservative Hegro newspaper of New York, whioh "Amsterdam 

News1' of August 25* 19*5 the author quotes, saying; 

"In this respect, an editorial in the 'Amsterdam 

News 1, a conservative Negro newspaper of New York, 

is highly suggestive, the editorial statea in parti 

"A atudy of the census figures eheds some light en 

why Bilbo snd Co. are anxious for a "Back to Africa 

movement.n According to the l$ta Census, there are 

180 counties where the Negro Is the largest part of 

the population, which counties represent 4,237,739 

persons* . * When the Negro gets the vote in those 

counties" — meaning the Southern counties — "we 

will have a large area in which political self-

determination will be possible. That explains why 

the poll tax and anti-lynohlng bills are fought so 

bitterly" and so on. 

To continue the quote from Haywoodt 

"It would be scraping the very bottom of the 

foul pit of distortion and calumny to label this 

democratic need of the Negro people of the Black 

Belt a concession to Jim Crow, or to assert that it 

plays into the hands of the Bllboa and Talmadges* 

Jim Crow means separation of Negro and white, a 
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separation arbitrarily and violently imposed by the ! 

j negro's oppressors* It is the instrument of imperialist! 

national oppre.»ion." j • And this concluding sentence here. 

• "But the right of sslf-determination for the j 

Black Belt Negro, on the contrary, commits its propon- ; 

ents to the most consistent and unremitting fight for > 

every democratic need of the Negro people; it means | i 
the obligation to assist in the organisation of and to j 
give practical support to their fight against all 

forms of Jim-Crow oppression and violence to the point 

of the establishment of their full equality; that is, • • • . i 
the realisation of the concrete conditions in which ! 

i 

the right of self-determination of the Negro nation • 

j can be exercised.* 

* 
Then there is the following from the second source 

I indicated, which is a pamphlet entitled "In Defense 

Of Negro Rights" by Benjamin J. Davis, a publication of the 
i '• ; New Tork State Committee of the Communist Party, and the i 

publication date is January 1950. ; 

Mr. Davis writes there on page 39 # as follows, j • and it might be stated that what he writes here is a summary j 
• 

of a report which he made for the Communist Party, and he 

writest 

"I said that in the deep South, in the Black 
i 
i 

1 1 i i 



2116 

Beit atfea,, wbera the Hegro -people constituted a 

majority, our Party raieed the slogan of the right of' 

the Hegro people in the Black Belt area to determine 

their own destiny# to exercise the right of self* 
determinationi that our Party rained that slogan 

because the Hegro people, having lived in that area 

for- 300 years, had a l l 'the nttributee of nationhood j 

that the question of regarding the Hegro people as a 

nation was no-extensive *ith realising the full dignity ' 

of the Hegro people as a people* and that they had so 
regarded themselves and spoken of themselves in many 

historic documents, which I mentioned to the National 

Committee meeting* 1 said that the Hegro people in 

this area, who wanted freedom, who wanted to own the land 

in that area, who 'wanted equality and. democratic righta 

and their- full citiaenehlp under our Constitution, that 

- the Negro people had for 300 years had an experience 

that no one would guarantee their having those rights. 

The best guarantee for the Negro people in that area 

having those rights was that they should be able to 

determine' their own destiny' and enforce these rights 

for themselves.* 

There is Just about a page more. 

"Now, I also pointed out however that this eould 

not be achieved unless the Negro people had allies. 
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First, that thay themselves should consciously 

believe in this position, and alao that the Negro 

people would have allies, and their first allies 

would be ths labor movement In the country,. Other 

allies would come from the poor white farmers in the 

South who to a more or less degree also suffer op

pression by the landlords. 

"So this could not be achieved except upon the 

basis of the Negro people and their allies understand* * 

lng this particular point and working together against 

s common class — upper class foe. 

"Ve did not advance the slogan of self-determina

tion as a sloganfor Immediate realisation; and that at 

other periods in the party's discussion there got 

abroad ideas that we did not" — "that we did and those 

ideas were incorreet. 

"Secondly, we were not advancing the theory 

that there should be a separate black republic of the 

Negro people in the Deep South; that this alao was 

alien to what we were advocating and to what X was 

recommendlng, 

"I said on the contrary that no one could exercise 

the right of self-determination except the Negro 

people themselves; that that ia all ̂ e advocated and 

that it was up to the Negro people themselves in con-
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Junction with their allies end supporters to 

decide just what their relation would be to the 

state government or to the federal government or in 

whatever way they wished to establish their destiny 

or fulfill their destiny, * 

Finally? 

"That the Hegro people were Americans, that 

they are proud of their American citlsenshlp, that 

they wish not only its responsibilities but they wish 

also its' privileges, and:" that what they would do 

certainly to deeide their destiny would be determined 

by their views at the time that the moment arrived 

when they would have the opportunity to exercise 

the right of self-determination.w 

There is a concluding paragraph on the next page: 

"Then I pointed out that the whole question of 

self-determination was one whloh was not an immediate 

slogan of action. 

"Our immediate fight for the rights of the Negro 

people was their free and equal citizenship, that is, 

free snd equal in the sense that they would have 

equality without segregation, without discrimination, 

without Jim Crow, to their free and equal exercise 

of their constitutional rights on the same plane 

and in the same way as other citizens, and that that 

was our immediate — immediate objective• 
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"Then I amid that we were therefore avoiding 

errors that had been previously made and that these 

errors I thought should fee pointed out there; that 

our National Committee* — he means there the Communiat 

Party — "should adopt a resolution based upon the 

discussion and my report, and 1 said that I considered 

this report which X gave as the substance of a Marxist* 

Leninist view on the Negro question aa a national 

question in this country. 

"X remarked to them that Marx had said in 'Capital 

— that labor In a white skin can never be free while 

labor in a black skin is branded, and thereforethis 

question of fighting for the equality of the Negro 

people waa a matter of very deep self-interest to the ' 

white workers and to our whoia country." 

I would state in this the following points in 

addition whleh I did not read and take up needless time, 

firat the concept of national equality and the position of 

the Negro people in the United States was put forth first 

by leading Negro people, and the rudiments of this concept 

date back prior to the Civil war* 

I have myself written an article in "Political 

Affairs*' June 1949 in whioh I traced the historical evidence 

of the expression of this sense of "national" going back 

well before the Civil war. That is the first additional 
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point X wish to make. 

The second point deriving out of this concept of 

self-determination is the ooneept which treated amongst the 

Hegro people prior to the formation of the Coamunlst party 

wss asserted hy leading elements emongat the Hegro people 

and leading newspapers amongst the Hegro people deeades 

prior to the appearanse of the Communist Party, snd this 

eoneept of self-determination haa been reiterated by Negro 

people, leaders among then and some of their newspepere — 

I do not mean to give the impression that there la complete 

unlnimlty, but X aa simply saying that this is by no means 

the concept, a apeeial concept of the Communlat Party. 

The third concept or point X wish to make ia that 

within ths Communist Party, hammering out of this concept, 

the Negro people in the areas where they are the majority 

and have been for generations as constituting the attributes 

of a nation that this in the Communist Party has been par* 

tieularly advocated and pressed for as the correot view by 

Hegro members of the Communlat Party, and of course the 

quotations which I read have come from distinguished Negro 

laadera of my Party. 

Finally the ooneept is one which l n 8 l s t e u p o n 

self-determination, and indeed in connection with this phrase 

ef self-determination we find it, the Communist Party finds 

it interesting that when It is proposed, self-determination, 
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th» majority of people who llva there, there is soma concept 

that this phrase is anti-democratic when the majority of 

tha people who live there do not have those democratic 

rights, and I think everybody knows that is the fact. 

THE COURTt Well, now, strike that out "everybody 

knows that is a fact." 

Continue. 

THE WITNESS t Kay I state it another way? 

THS COUITs Ho, sir. 

MH. BUCHMAHt Kay I note an objection? 

THB COURTt Ho, I think we are having what seems 

to me to be argumentative: 

THE WITHBSSt I will conclude by saying that the 

essence of this concept, free choice, the freedom of the 

Hegro people, there la no question of separation, there is 

no question of a black republic, but it la a queation of 

what is the scientific application, of what the eltuatlon is, 

of what the Hegro people themselves feel particularly of 

the leaders, the Hegro members of the Party, what they feel 

toward the realization in practice and in life of full 

democracy for the Negro people* 

Q (BY NR. BASSKTT) Doctor, in your remarks in that 

connection you answered most of the specific allegations, 

but there is one which I would like to direot your attention 

to. A prosecution witness testified that the Communist Party 
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I 

that the characterisation of this witness, placed upon the 
witness* testimony as being lengthy when it may have been 

i 

U M i the grievances of tho Negro people, end In many of 
then, these ere his words, use them aa sacrifices, pawns 
with whleh to pull their chestnuts out of the fire. 

Is that correct, and ean you explain your answer? 
THE COURTt Wall, not a long explanation. I think 

wa have had one very long explanation so far. A very brief 
answer, I think, would be sufficient. 

THE WITNESSt That ia incorrect and alanderoua in 
the sense that such an allegation reflects — 

MR, CREEK; I object to that, Tour Honor, to thia 
witneaa in answering a question characterising the opposing 
view. 

THB COURT. The difficulty I have about it la this. 
It is very difficult for a witness who is a professor, a 
lecturer upon the subject to be concise in answering ques
tions of faot. 

Now, I have permitted very extensive answers to 
many of the questions becauee I did not think that the 
witnees would be able to anawer them more concisely, snd 
I think that the question can be answered concisely, and I 
am not sure whether the witness is so answering it or not. 

Repeat the question. 
MR. BRAVERMANt May it please Tour Honor, I believe 
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12 
i 

more concise, X feel that la not called for by the facte j 
i 

12 
1 

In thia case and X think from the beginning of thie case j when the Government witnesses were on the stand, particularly j • Crouch who testified and the defendants * counsel sitting ! 

at this table tried and tried time and time again when the ! 

witness was argumentative and repetitive and he did not . 

objeot to the question, and we objected to it particularly j 
when he went into a long diatribe, and we objected to all 

i 
thoss things but we were not successful, and that is par* ; j 
UMtafl* « * ".pee* to th. tarttao* of t u j 
Crouch oh'this point* I 

i t 

. Now, Dr. Aptheker l& 'making a serious attempt to i 
i • ! put into a few words hundreds of thousands of pages from 1 
I i 

a very profound world-wide philosophy which comes, as he j 
said in his testimony from a wide range of subjects, and j 

i it may very well be It is not as concise as it may be, but j 
i 

-

• X do not think or feel, surely counsel sitting at thia table 

feel that we do not think that the characterisation of his 

THB COURTt Very well,'Kr, Braverman. Your j 

j remarks will be noted by the Stenographer as a part of the i 

j record, but it is necessary for tha Judge in connection 
I the . ̂  t i 
| with a progress of the evidence in the case to progress It, and by"Justifiable" 
and if your comment is Justifiable at all,AI mean correct» t 

you hava a right to make it, . \ 
j 

. ' • t 
. i ' • ! i . • i 
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KR, BRAVERMANi I meant It in the nature of an 

objection. 

THE COURTi If it la correct at all from your 

point of view, it 18 the difference between the character ef 

the factual matter whleh waa aaked of the Government witneaa 

and the character of the questions so propounded to this 

witness. 

That is all I care to say about it. 

Oo ahead. 

MR. BRAVERMAN t I meant It to be in the nature of 
i 

an objection. 

THE COURTi Go ahead* Mr. Basaett. 

MR. BASSETT i Your Honor, there la a question 

pending. 

(The laat question waa read by the Reporter,) 

THE COURT* Have you answered it* 

THE WITNESS* No, sir, I haven't. I eaid it la 

incorrect beeauae first of all the Communist Party ia made 

up of Negro and white people, and secondly the Communist 

Party does not hold in terms of racism or arrogance or 

belief that any people, Negro or white could be used aa : 

pawna, that they were stupid and sheep-like to be lad around. 

We do not believe this. Ve believe the opposite, 

and therefore such a statement la in essence and in partleular 

violative, the precise opposite of Marxist-Leninist efforta 
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and of tho character and of tha natura of tho Connuniat 

Party In bringing its nessag* to any people, Negro people 

Included. 

Q (BY ICR, BASSETT) Doctor, a prosecution witness 

declared that the basis tenets of Marxism-Leninism do not 

change, and he went on to say that what did change wss known 

as tactics, but the baalc strategy, the baalo tenets do not 

change. 

Is thet true? And oan you cite specific Instances? 

A It is not true* There are several specific ex

amples of very serious changea in the basis formulations of 

Marxism, 

First of all, Marxism ia a ehange, that la 

dlaleetlc materialism, it is the science of ehange, the law 

of ehange. 

Secondly, In giving specific examples, let us say 

the essence of alteration in reply to your question which 

was held by Marx and Engels that sooialism could not come 

In one country, that when it earns It would have to come to 

all countries simultaneously or more or leas so. This was a 

universally held tenet of Marxist conception of the first 

forty yeara — more than that — fifty years roughly in this 

philosophy. 

It is today, this profound concept is today con

trary to the teachings of the Communist Farty of Marxism-
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Leninism which says and it has asserted for the past thirty 

yeara to tha contrary, that socialism can costs to one 

country and not cone simultaneously or more or less so to 

several countries. 

Here is another typical instance whioh was held 

and whleh is even expressed in the Manifesto, the feeling 

that the peasantry may represent a drag on the efforts to 

get socialism, being an aid to reaction. 

This waa widely held. Xt is contrary to that 

which is held now, and the opposite which is held now as 

tha basic Communist Party program. Xt is held today univer

sally in Marxism-Leninism that the peasantry constitutes a 

fundamental ally of the working class, a fundamental reserve 

of strength in the efforts to enhance democracy and to 

achieve aociallsa. 
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I will give another fundamental example, an 

universal conception expressive of the baaio theory of 

Marxism-Leninism, is the slogan: "Working î en of all 

countries unite." 

In 1919, Lenin assorted that in our time this 

is not Buffiolen t. It is not "working men of all countries 
\ 

unite." It irf "Working man of sll countries and oppressed 

1 nationalitiesp colonial oppressed people unite against the 

ruling class, unite and bring freedom and democracy." 

This modifioation, thisjexpansion, changed 

j fundamentally the slogan, changed It substantially to a 

degree universally held, contrary to what was held two 

generations, a generation p.go. 

I will give you a further example, if Your Honor 

pleaae permit me Juat one minute. I will operate my memory. 

The other example I have in mind is this. It was a fundamental 

tenet of liarxlsm-Leninlsra, of communist parties, that vlth 

the existence of Imperialism, world war waa inevitable. 

This was a basio postule of Karxism-Loninism. It is not 

today. The contrary is asserted and universally held by 

Marxists-Leninists today. It is held that though 

Imperialism exists, it has been so weakened it is oorreot 

to say as hitherto said, given imperialism, world war is 

inevitable, The peace forces are so strengthened that the 

people oan prevent war, and world war is not inevitable*-
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I .This i s a complete a l terat ion, the opposite of 

ii the fundamental tenants of Marxism held. 

|j 
ji These arm some spee i f l e examples of th is* 

I 4 (By Kr. Basaett) By the way, Doctor Aptheker, 

I vhat i s your interest in th is oase? 

I ! i ;! THE COURT? v,hat i s that? 
i KR. 5A9SBTT: X ask him what his interest i s in 
!l j| 
!< this ease. This I s to o f f e r the witness a ohanoe to more 
it 

i eompletely answer a question directed to him by the Court 

j| e a r l i e r this morning, where he vas asked one part icular 

j point about his Interest in the ease. 

| KR. CREEK: I object to that, s i r . 

j; TKi COURT: Xt would be a proper question on oroes-
i 
ij examination. X do not believe it would be an usual one fo r 
!| | 
j! your side to ask. out i f you are re ferr ing to something j 
ji part icular , the question oould ordinar i ly be asked of the j 

li witness, "Have you any Interest in this oase?" That i s a 

j i factual matter, whioh oan be answered very b r i e f l y . 
is 

jj KR. S A S 5 E T T : I f Your Honor please, I should be 
II ; 
!' very happy to rephrase the question in that form. 
;l * ' 

!• THE COURT: Very w e l l . Put i t to him in that way. [ 
;i i 
l i Qi (By Kr, Bassett) Doctor Aptheker, have you any 
t ! 
j; in teres t in this case? I 
;i ' ! 
ii i 

A The Court has directed brev i t y . X have the 

| profoundest in t e res t . I am a Communist. The Communist Party j 
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You are net eounael in the esse. You hsve no right to 
s 
comment on the testimony. And the last thing that you said, 

vhioh caused my intervention, is that tha Government's 

evidence, I think you were referring to. is a plain 

distortion of the things you believe in. 

A sir. 

THE C O U R T ; Is that vhat you said? 

A No, sir. 
t THE COURT: I may have misunderstood you. ftr. 
I 
, Stenographer, read the last whole answer. 
li 
| (Last answer read by the reporter.) ;l 

THE COURT: I think that is an improper remark 
ii 
ij for the witness. 
it 

I A I am sorry I made it, if it v&a improper. I didn't 
i; 

i, understand that it was. 
I 

THE COURTt That is all right. I am ruling on a 

point of evidence. I sm not here to have any oom'erenoe 

vith the witness, and have no desire to do so. on the 
contrary, my interest is to see the oase progresses. I 

la ay party, e.nd lta views,' In my opinion, have been distorted 

And based upon this, is this case, a prosecution oase — 

THE COURT. Nov, vait a ninuts, 

A (Continuing) And — 
THE COURT. Vait a minute. I am afraid I cannot | 

j 
allow the witness to take that position in this Court. j 
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have already told tha Jury a number of time a that comments 

made by the Judge in ruling on evidenoe are not, themselves, 

evidenoe. Evidenoe la the only thing by whleh the Jury 

ought to go. I have insisted on that, that I had, ayself, 

volunteered to make ooaments that you vera transgressing 

the rules applicable to witnesses. 

lou are, perhaps, not familiar with Judioial 

prooedure, so you would not knew. 

Mow, you say you have an Interest in the eaae, in 

that you are a Communist, and it is your party* and you 

wish to see the views of the defendants prevail in this 

ease. That is a further understanding. 

Are there any other questions, Mr. Bassett? 

MB. BASSETT: Please, I am not sure that the 

witness had finished his answer. X am not sure. I would 

like to ask him. 

THE COURT: Well, if he has any other interest. 

KR. BUCHKAB: I was thinking the last part of Tour 

Honor's statement did not represent what the witness 

actually said. I would like to have him repeat what he said. 

TH£ COURT: Suppose we begin over again, and Kr. 

Bassett oan ask the question, "Have you any interest in the 

ease," and let him give his answer fully, as he desires, 

leaving out any comment on his part that would go to the 

merits of the oase. That is for the Jury to determine, aad 
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jj not for tho witness, 
ii 

|| K R . BASSETTs Thank you, Your Honor. 

ji 
4 (By Mr. Bassett) Doctor Aptheker, hove you any 

: interest in thla oaae? 
ii 

A I hare the profoundsst interest in this case. 
|| Ky interest in the ease is that everything that the democratic 
!' vay of lift, the defease of freedom, the defense of peaee, 
everything that I value more than my life is, X think, 
involved here. And this is my Interest in the oase. It is 
most profound. 

4 Doctor, one final question, that has been aaked 
of most of the witnesses, does the Communist Party teach 
or advocate the overthrow of the Government by force and 
violence? 

THE COURTt Of coarse, he has answered that 
question, kr. Bassett, 

H R . BASSBTT. I thought that perhaps if he confines 
his answer to that by vay of a summation of what has gone 
before. 

jj THE COURT, He oan briefly answer it, if you j 
i desire. But hs has already answered it once, why should you ii i 
ask him again? I don't wish to seem to be Impatient, but ! 

j 

there must be a culmination of repetitive questions and 
answers. The witness has answered that question. I will allow; 
him te answer it again, very briefly. 

II 



KR. BASSETT: Thank you. 

A The Communlat Party doea not advocate force and 

violence. It cannot, from its philosophy, or any Communist 

would he expelled from the party. And if I diu, I would not 

be a merber of the party. It does not. 

KR. 3AS3BTT: I am through with the witness. 

THE COURT: I think Mr. Braverman haa two witnesses 

here, one from out of town. I will suspend the cross-

examination, if any, for thla ltnesa, to accommodate Kr. 

Braverman. 

KH. BASSETT: Thank you. ¥111 you pleaae step aovn 

WITNESS: Shall I step down? 

CLiRK: You may step down. 

KB. 8RAVERKAN. Alexander J. Allen. 

CLERK: What la your full name? 

m. ALLEN: Alexander Joseph Allen. 

Thereupon: 

ALEXANDER JOSEPH ALLEN 

a witness c lied by and on oehalf of the defendanta, being 

firat duly asorn, w-s examined and testified as follows*. 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY NR. BRAVERMAN: 

<* Kr. Allen, where do you live? 

A Pittsburgh, Pennaylvania. 

5* And you are here in response to a subpoena issued 
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K 7 I s s u e d by me? 

A I w o . 

I And w h a t i s y o u r p o s i t i o n i n P i t t s b u r g h , P e n n s y l -• I And w h a t i s y o u r p o s i t i o n i n P i t t s b u r g h , P e n n s y l -

v a n i s ? 

A I am t h e e x e c u t i v e s e c r e t a r y o f t h e U r b a n L e a g u e 

i n P i t t s b u r g h . I a o t h e e x e c u t i v e s e c r e t a r y o f t h e U r o a n 

L e a g u e i n P i t t s b u r g h . 

<4 W i l l y o u e x p l a i n v e r y b r i e f l y w h a t a r e t h e 

f u n o t i o n s o f t h e U r b a n L e a g u e , a n d w h a t y o u r p a r t i c u l a r 

f u n c t i o n s a r e ? 

A The U r b a n L e a g u e i a a s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n , w h i c h 

f i l l 
s p e c i a l i z e s i n t h e f i e l d o f r a c e r e l a t i o n s . I t i s a • n a t i o n a l o r g a n i s a t i o n t h a t h a s b e e n i n e x i s t e n c e a b o u t f o r t y 

y e a r s . I t o p e r a t e s i n some f i f t y - e i g h t o i t i e s t h r o u g h o u t 

t h e c o u n t r y , b o t h N o r t h a n d S o u t h , a n a L ' . a t «nd v e s t . 

I t i s i n t e r r a o i a l I n t h e g e n i e i t s g o v e r n i n g 

b o a r d , I t s e x e c u t i v e b o a r d , i n e a c h c i t y I s made up o f b o t h 

N e g r o e s a n d w h i t e s , s n d i t s m e m b e r s h i p i s i n v o l v e d i n a 

s i m i l a r f a s h i o n . 

4 D i d y o u e v e r l i v e i n B a l t i m o r e ? 

A Y e s , I d i d . • 0, F o r w h a t p e r i o d o f t i m e ? 

A From J a n u a r y , 1 9 ^ 2 , u n t i l J a n u a r y , 1 9 5 0 . 
• 

• 
Q, D u r i n g t h e t i r e y o u l i v e d i n B a l t i m o r e , w h a t w a s 

y o u r p o s i t i o n ? 



2134 

R 8 
" i A I oast to Baltimore as Industrial secretary. X 

i 

was In oharge of tha employment program of tha Saltinore j 

Urban League. I became the executive secretary in September j • 
• . 

• 

of 1944, and remained in that peeitien until I resigned to 

i 
! 
aeeept a similar Job in Pittsburgh. ! 

1 
'• ' ' i Q And the Urban League in Baltimore, ia that similar j 

i i 
1 
la its functions to the Urban League in Pittsburgh? 

A Yes, it le. 
i 

! Q It is also part of the national organisation? 

A Xes. | 

! Q, X understand the Urban League in Baltimore is part 
i 

of the Community Fund or Community Chest? 
j 

A It is a member agent of the Community Chest and 
i 

i 
a member of the National Social Agcnoy. 

Q And the Urban League eooial organisation, do they 

have people vho belong to it? 
• 

A Yes. It has what we call an "open membership." 1 

j 
Anyone who contributes to the Community Chest of Baltimore 

or oheeks aa interest in the Urban League is a member, and 

i 
anyone who applies direotly is accepted. I am atating the 

i 
! 
1 

practices as I was familiar with them during my tenure in 

i 
I 

Baltimore. v 

q During tba time you lived in Baltimore, did you 
i 
i 

• 

know me? 
i i 
i 
j 

• 

A Xes, I did. 
i 
i 
i 
1 i 



<4 what waa the oasis of your acquaintance ship with me? 

A You were a member of the Urban League. 

Do you know for how long you knew me? 

A I would aay from about 19^3, perhaps, up to the 

time I left. 

ft. Did you know other people In the community that knew 

me? 

A Yea, I d i d . 

q Now, on the baaia o f your aoqualntenahip and your 

knowledge of tho other people*a knowledge of me, do you know 

my reputation, my general reputation in the community? 

KR. rUEXai for what? 

<4 (By Kr. Braverman) i'or peaoe and good order and a a 

a lav abiding citizen. 

A Yes. I had no queatlon end have no queatlon 

a b o u t your reputation as a lav A b i d i n g citizen. Nov, ve 

had — 

THE COUltT: Just a minute, please. Kr. Braverman, 

the reason I a m asking this witness to desist for a moment 

Is to aak you what la the legal baaia for thla evidence at 

thla tire, In regard to good reputation. 

The rule, I understand, ia that the reputation of 

a party la presumed to be g o o d until it i s attacked. Now, la 

it your Idea that you a r e rebutting evidence that the 

Government attacked your good reputation for psaoa and good 



2136 

I 10 order. If that, is the Oasis, all veil and «$ood. 

KR, BRAVE;vKANJ Yes, sir, that Is it. 

THE COURT: Ordinarily, character witnesses, so-• called "reputation witnesses" are oalled only after a 

particular person, as a witness himself, HAS that question 

brought into isaue. I do not know, of course, whether you 

would be a witness in the case, or not. And simply for the 

purpose of calling the witness out of order, it is perfectly 

all right to go ahead. 

KR. BRAVERKAN: That is the basis of calling the 

witness, Your Honor. 

THE CuURT: Very well. • *A (By Kr. Braverman) I think you were in the 

middle of an answer. 

A I was saying ~ 

THE COURT: You were asked whether you knew Kr. 

Braverman1a reputation for peace and order. 

A Yes. 

TH*. COURT: That ia the queatlon. You oan answer. 

A Hr. Braverman, to ray Knowledge, had a good 

reputation in that respeot, and to the knowledge of persons • who onne In contact with him that I knew. 

•% (By Kr. Braverman) Now, did you ever hear me 

advocate force and violence'? 

KR. FLYNN: I objeot. 

• 
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XF.'. c UHT: I sustain the objection to that. I 

think that is not reputation evidence, 

KR. BRAVEKKAN: I have one more question, 

TH£ CuUHT: At least, until it is attacked. 

If there had been some evidence here that you had been given 

to foroe and violence in oonneotlon with this case, It would 

DO relevant, perhaps, there is no such evidenoe yet that I 

have heard, 

(By Kr. Braverman) I have one final question, 

Kr. Allen. Before you answer it, the Government may have an 

objection to it. I would like to put the question. From 

your knowledge of what you have already testified to, 

and your acquaintenoeshlp with me, do you think that any of 

my activities that you know about reflect an intention in 

any way to overthrow the Government of the United States by 

force and violence? 

KR. FLYNN: Objected to. 

THE GOUrlT: Now, Kr. Braverran, I would be glad 

to hear you on that, if you know any legal basis for my 

admitting that question. 

MH. BRAVEKKAN: Well, my poaition Is this, Your 

Honor, that the charge against ise is that I have entered 

into such conspiracy, i'his witness hus testified he had 

some knowledge of my activities in the community, community 

activities in the realm of public life. And I think on that 
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12 

3 m 
followed 
by 

basis, on the basis of the oharge, that that would be a 

proper question to ash of this witness, 

f)tt COURT: Of oourse, what I am asking you is 

to point me to any rule or law of evidence which would 

permit me, over the objection, to allow that question to be 

answered. I have heard reputation evidence Introduced in 

Court hundreds if not thousands of tlr.es, and I know of no 

authority whloh permits a witness to answer suoh a question. 

Do you think that is a matter for the Jury? 

MR, hRAVERKAMi The question, Your Honor, 1 would 

Juat like to develop, might oe an ancient reference. But I 

would like to give ̂ our Honor the benefit of something on it 

http://tlr.es
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I i 
Did lie think any of my activities refleeted j 

intention la aay way to overthrow the Government hy foree i 
i 

aad violence? 
i 

Now, in one ef ear meetings prior to the trial 
i 

of tha ease, we referred to Tear Honor, end Tear Honor haa 
dlseussed with us, the sedition case many years ago. There 
is seme ooU.oe.tty that took plaae between counsel and the 
court dealing with thia precise type of question. If Your 

i 

Honor will Indulge me, I eaa read it te you very quickly 
and I think it is very interesting. 

THS COURT: The eaae le what? 
ME. BBAVKRMAH. Hex vs* Walker, In a British 

court, oaa of the early sedition trials in the late 
18th Century* The exsct question which gave rise to the 
colloquy between the court and counsel la this: Mr. 

t 

Srekine is asked thia question: "Did you ever at any j 

time see Mr* Walker or any others do aay aot that was 
laconalatent with the duty of a peaceful citizen? 

THS COURT: You may ask this wltaeee that I 
i 

question. Thst ia not the question you aaked. You asked 
him what he thought about it. Sow, you eon aak if he ever 
eaw you do anything that wee e violation of peaee and 

i 

order against the Government of the United states. 
^ (By Mr. Braverman): Can you answer His Honor's 

question? 

http://ooU.oe.tty
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g z A Tbe answer to that la no, I didn't see such 
actions. 

H Did you at any tins see me do any sot that waa 
Inconsistent with the duty of a citizen of the United 
States? 

MR. FLYNN: I object. 

MR. BRAVJauSAN: It ie practically word for word 
with the Brsklne oaae. 

T E E C O U R T : I will let him anawer it. 

Tht, .aTNiiSS: No. 
M R . BBATBRMAMI That is all. 

MR. FLYNN: No questions. 

(Witness excused.) 

Thereupon, 

w O U T H O A T E MGRIaON, 
a witness called for end on behalf of the defendant Braverman, 
having been first duly sworn, was examined and testified 
as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

THE COURT: I may shorten thia if you wish. Mr. 

Morison is a well-known member of the bar of this Court, 

practising here for many years and specializing In 

admiralty matters and frequently appears before the Court. 

MR. BRAVERMAN: Thank you. 
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C 3 questions by Mr. Braverman: 

by 
A 

l , .. oriaon, fefrl long have you known me' 

Four or five years. 

You appear here in response to a subpoena issued 

A 

4 What has been the basis of our acquaintanceship? 

A It has bean in admiralty oases in which you 

have represented members of the crew and I represented 

the vessels on which thqr were employed. 

| As a matter of fact, we have some setters pending'? 

A Yes, we have two or three pending. 

Do you know other people that know me? 

Yes. 

On the basis of your acquaintanceship and your 
knowledge of other people*© knowledge, what is my 
reputation for peace and good order and being a law-
abiding citizen". 

fcft. FUNK; I object. 

THIS COURT: He must first show the general nature 
of his mutual acquaintances, Mr. Braverman. That is to 
say, is it limited to professional acquaintance at the bar 
or Is it a wider acquaintance with your friends and 
associates. 

H (By Air. Braverman): Will you answer the question? 
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A It is limited to professional acquaintance at 
the bar. 

H On the basis of that, will you answer the other 
question; thst is, my reputation? 

let* /LYNN: I think that la entirely too general, 
what his reputation ie* 

IBm BRAVERMAN: Aa to peace and good order. 
THE COURT: I will let Kr. Morlson answer the 

question, If he can. 

THE WITN i»S: As far as I know, Mr, Br ever men, in 
the oases which we have handled, there have been entirely 
satisfactory relations between us. 

H (By Mr. Braverman): Have you ever at any time aeen 
me do any aot that waa inconsistent with the duty of a 
peaceful citizen? 

KR, FLYNN: I object. 

THS COURT: I will let him answer that. 

THii iVlTNBbS: No, I have not. 

MR. BRAVERMAN: That ia all. 

MR. FLYNN: No questions. 

MR. BRAVERMAN': 1 thank you, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: I am very gled to accommodate your 
witnesses. 

(••itneas excused.) 
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Index 

THE COURT: Ho*, is It the desire of the Govern
ment to cross-examine the former witness? 

&ta. GREEN: Yes, if Your Honor please. 

THE COURT: Cell baek Doctor Aptheker. 
Thereupon, 

DR. HERBERT APTHEKER, 

resumed the stand and testified further as follows: 

CROSS-EXAMIHATI OK 

questions by Ux. Green : 

Doctor, how old are you at the present time? 
36 years old. 

How long have you been a member of the Communist 

A 

H 

Party? 

A 

A 

H 
1939? 

A 

<4 

13 yeara. 

That meant you joined In 1939? 
That la right. 

Had you received your under-graduate degree ia 

Yes, alao my master's degree. 

Have you been a member of the Communist Party 
ateadiiy since 1939? 

A Yes. 

q *vere you a member ef the Communist Farty during 
your tour of duty in the United States Army? 

A sell, there were no - I considered myself such -
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o e titer* were no - there was no active functioning as such. 

U Do you know, If you know, now tha Party 
considered you while you ware in the ailitary service? 

A x would say the Party considered me to be a 

member in that period. 

H Sid you participate in any Communiat activity 

while you were in the military service? 

A Well, so far as * let me answer this way - yes, 

to put it thet way, 

<i taat rank did you say you attained? 

A Just eae minute* please. Yes, with en explana

tion. X thought yea ware going to develop that. That is, 

X did, because I fought fascism. 

^ You did not participate in any Communist meetings 

or say thing ef that kind while you were in the service? 

A No, 1 fought for demooraoy and X fought 

fascism, which was part of my duty. 

H Mew, Doctor, when you were diseherged or 

separated from the service * when was that? 

A April, lode, to the best of my recolleetlon. 

^ laat wee your rank at thet time? 

A X was then e major. 

H ton were then a major, for how long had you been 

e major? 

A X could not answer that exeetly, &r. Creea. X 

would have to check on the record. Xf you want me to 



offer a certain amount of explanation of that, I would be 
glad to* 

H If you don't know, I aaaume that is your answer, 

A It isn't quite that, if you don't mind taking a 

minute. What I wanted to say was, that 1 had been in 

active service overseas and in combat as a captain and 

at thst time bad certain longeivlty and sufficient 

high ratings, ao that on severance, in accordance with 

army regulations, I was given a commission as a major. 

Now, what the date of that commission Is, 1 simply don't 

remember. 

<4 I aee. Now, you are, I believe, and you teat if led 
you are a member of the Communlat Party at thla time? 

A Yea. 

H Da you hold any of flee in any organisation of the | 

Communist Party at thia time? 
A No. 

H Do you belong to any club of the Communlat Party? 
A No, 

t4 that la the particular segment or branch of the 

Communist Party to which you bel one et the present time? 

MR. BRAVERMAN: I objeet. 

THE COURT: Why4? 

MH. BRAVERMAN: I think that goes beyond the 

scope of the dlreet. He merely testified he was a member 
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of the Communist Party. 

| THIS COURT: He said he had an Interest In It and 

described whet the interest was. On cr os a -exsa in at ion, 

further inquiries are permitted along that line. The 

objectIon le overruled so far. 

TILS vftTNISS: I am not on general assignment to a 

elub as sueh. Because of the nature of my work and 

because of the fact that I teach,, most of my teaching is 

in the evening. I do a great deal of lecturing and 1 am 

in very frequent consultation end contact with the National 

leaders of the Party in my every-day work, including my 

actual occupation in terms of being an editor. 

H (By Mr. Green): To whom and where to you pay your 
dues, Doctor? 

A I have -

MR. BUCi&iAK: 1 object to that. I do not see the 
relevancy of it. 

THB COURT; X do not see it for the moment. Xt 

aay be thet something will develop that will make it 

relevant. We oan not start very well in the beginning of 

cross-examination, with a witness who haa had direct 

examination for something like five hours, I think, so I 

overrule it for the moment. It may be that the next 

question or the question after that will be objectionable 

and you may make your objection. 
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BUCBMAa*. I merely wanted t o a a y for the 

record that it ie beyond the scope of the direct examination, 

TEE COURT: Ko, 1 do not think It is in Tlew of 
what I have just said. Co ahead. 

THE WITNESS? "tflll you repeat that? 

^ (By Jwr• Green); To whom and where do you pay your 
dues? 

A I normally pay my dues a good deal in advance and 

I normally pay it at my office. Moat frequently 2 pay it 

to National leaders, sueh as Betty Gannett. I think the 

lest time was to kiss Gannett. 

v. Normally, you qualify your answer by adding 
•'normally*'. 

A I mean generally. 

H Now, what office does fc:iss Gannett hold, if any, 
in the Communist Farty? 

A I cm afraid you have got me there a a to the exact -
if you want a a to -

BUCHMANi I object to the question on the same 
grounds previously stated. 

THS COURT: Overruled. 

THS VHTNS5S: The faot of the motter is, I am not 

quite positive. Do you want my opinion? 

TEE COURT: No. 

<i (By Mr. Green): No, I went to know whether you know 
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C 10 A I em not certain so that I can testify as to that 

at the moment. • vi Do you know who the National Treasurer is? 

A No, I don't believe I do. 

v. How does it happen that you pay your duea to 

Miss Gannett, not knowing what her role in the Party is 

and whether or not she is the Treasurer of the Party? 

A 1 know her role generally, She is a National 

leader of the Party, well-known to me aa such. I said the 

technical information you ask for, I don't know, and I 

waa going to give you an opinion but that ia ruled out. 

I know she is a National leader in the Party and, there-

fore, I do what I aaid I do* 

vi what activity do you carry on a t the present time, 
Doctor, on behalf of the Communist Party? 

A *hat activity? 

<4 Yes. 

A I leoture. I write. A l l my writings ore geared 

to the interests of Marxism-Leninism, of the Communist 

1 Part;., and ao on. 
\i Do you work at the National Headquarters, If I • takd what you said before -

! A No, you mean my place of business, my offioe? 

ii No, but the only body of the Party with which 

you have any connection is the National Headquarters? You 
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C 1| don»t belong to any diatrlot or club or unit? 

A I aa not actively associated with auob a group 

in terns of a general assignment* X am generally assigned 

to the are* In vhleh I live, my home area, Brooklyn, and 

in terms of my eeeupatlon and work, my party life and 

contact and so on, is not within sueh an orb, 

% By wham have you been assigned In your personal 

life to your neighborhood, however it was you expressed it? 

A By tbe Party itself, by the National organisation 

of the Party and I simply aeeept that. 

V By whom in the national organisation? 

MR. BBAVBBMAMt In view of Tour Honor's earlier 

ruling to wait until a few questions were aaked, 1 don't 

think that relevancy has been established and it goes 

beyond the scope of tbe direct examination. 

THS COURTt The present objeotion is overruled. 

<i (By Mr. Green) By what member of the National 

office were you assigned to this particular area around 

your home, Doctor? 

A There was no partieular National officer. 

* Do you distribute the literature of the Party 

within your home area? 

A Personally, you mean? 

H Tes. 

A 1 am afraid I dm*t do enough of that in terms of 
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C XZ my job, ay work, but 1 think 1 have done some of lt» 1 
have to seer eh my memory in terms of times, I em aot 
eertain* 

; % Are you assigned to a club?' 
A Ho, not ee sueh. I have a generel aeelgnment in 

my area* 

H Doctor Aptheker, I show you the Constitution of 

the Communist Farty adopted in 1948, which has heretofore 

been marked in evidence, and refer you to Section 3 of 

Article 111, which reada: *A Farty member is one who 

accepts the aims, principles end program of the I'orty es 

determined by its Constitution and Conventions, who 

belongs to a club and attends its meetings, who is active 

in behalf of the I'arty program, who reads end circulates 

the Party press and literature end who pays dues 

regularly." How, bearing in mind that definition* do you 

corns within that definition of the Communist Party aa to 

who a member is? 

A. yes* 

<l then it follows, doee it not, that you belong to 

a club. I would like to know which club you belong to. 

A It does not fellow necessarily* There is m 

ironclad reguletlen, es you seem to think*in the Farty, 

Mr* Green « and I know it perhaps better than you do -

I am not positive now - there is no ironclad rule ebout 
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C IS ! 
that aaa we have general assignments, aa X have testified, 
and l nave not been assigned to a particular club and 1 ! • . do not' attend particular eXub meetings a* suoh* in anion ; 

way I have testified here* 1 * 
I 

• t 

k In other words, am I correct or is it correct to i 
state that this particular portion of the Constitution of j 

the Party is not always ia force and followed to th* | 
letter? j ' 

Ml. BASSBTSPi I object* . ! 

THB comti Tim objection is overruled if any is J 
made* 1 did not hear it. j 

j • TH» '.WXXL48SS* M i l you repeat this? ! 

Question repeated by the reporter.) 

THB wtrggsg* It is not in force and followed to •; 

the letter in it* l i teral sense* X» for instance^ already j 
i 

testified that I waa a member of the Communist Party in 
the four years I was in the Army and X was not in a olub, ; 

I was hot assigned to any elub but I was a member, j 
i 

V (By Mr, Creea): You do agree, therefore8 that whet i 
you call a liberal interpretation does not apply to this j 

particular portion of tht Constitution of ths Pmrty, is thst j 
9 correct? 

•A In terms of my explanationt 1 stand oh it. That j 
f 
t 

ia my answer to your question. i 

Mow. Doctor Aptheker, I show you again the 1948 j 
' • . • • i 

• i 
i * 
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i 
Constitution of the Party and: refer you to Seotioa 3 ef 

Artlele VIII, whleh readst "Any member shell he expelled 

fro* the Party she is found to he e strike-breaker, 

provocateur, engaged in espionage or who advooatee force 

and violence or terrorlam, or who adheres to or partial,ateai 

In the eotlTltlee of aay group party whleh oonaplrea or 

aet a to subvert, undermine, weaken any end all Institutions 

ef Amerloan democracy, through whleh the majority of the 

Amerlean people eaa maintain their right to determine 

their destinies**, and I ask you to state whether or not 

this seation whleh I have read is eafbreed or not enforced 

within tha Commualst Forty at the prcesnttime? 

A It most oerteinly is enforced. 

4 Baa the Party up until the preeent time expelled 

from Its ranks persoas who have taught aad advocated the 

overthrow of the Covernment of the United atates by foree 

and violence? 

MR. BASSKXTi I ebjeet. 

TILE COURT. I am not clear juat what Mr. Green 

is driving et, but I imagine It will appear sooner or 

later if there Is any paint to it. I do not see any 

ebjeetion to that possible preliminary question. Do you 

underataad it, Mr. ftltaeee? 

THi. xITKiiSti; l think I understood the queation, 

yea* May I rephrase it? 
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ji THE COURT: Xes. ' 

THE AiTNEsitf: 1 believe you asked me whether to 

my knowledge the Party had ever expelled people who advocate* 

force and violence, la that what you asked? 

MR. GREEN: That ia right. 

THE WITNESS; To my knowledge, they have, in 

fact, 1 believe that waa true here in the Party here. 

THE COURT: what ia that? 

j T H E jttTNSSSt I believe that happened here in 
•i • 

Maryland, that such a person was expelled. 
!! U {By Mr, Green) Have they always done so? 

i A Have they aleays done so? Tea, 

H I ask you to state whether or not Eugene Dennis 

Is now a member of the Coamunlst Party? 

a He is. 

He has not been expelled? 

A No. On tbe contrary. 

<i Be was found guilty, was he not, of advocating 

or conspiring to advocate the overthrow of the Government 
i1 

of the United states by foree and or violence? 
A That wor* is a great big difference, Mr. Green. 

i . , • 

H i will rephrase the question. Has Mr, Eugene 
I; . . . . , 

Dennis been found guilty of conspiring to advocate and 
M 

, teeeh the overt:row of the Government of the l&lted states 

;! by force and or violence? 
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C 16 A Mr, Eugene Dennis was so found guilty. 

la tba same true likewise of Joan B, Williamson? 

Tes. Saeco and Vansattl wara found guilty of 

la Joan B. Williamson now a meaner of the Perty? 
A Tee. 

% Haa he ever been expelled? 
A No, 

v* Jaoob staehel, was be found guilty? 
A Of what? 

'4 As X seld before, conspiring the overthrow of the 
Government of the Halted Statas by foree and violence? 

A Ne, ha was not found guilty of that, 

H What wee he found guilty of? 

A He waa found guilty of conspiring to advoeete and 

teach the overthrow of the Government by foree and violence* 

There Is also e big difference -

** la he still e member of the Party? 
A Tea, 

H Sver been expelled? 
A NO, 

<* without going through the routine in each ease, 

is the same likewise true of Jacob Staehel, Bobert G. 

Thompson, Benjamin J. Davis, Jr., Henry Winston, John Gates, 

Irving Potash, Gilbert Green, Carl Winter and Gue Hall? 

VI 

• A 

mart*** 
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C 17 A All those people were in one ease found guilty 

of the charge which you have indicated. • <i Are they still members of the Communist Party? 

A ies. 

$ Have they ever been expelled? 

A No. 

v. In other wards then, Doctor, the provleions of 

Section 3 of Article VIII of the 1948 Constitution, which 

I read to you, were not applied in the instance of those 

men whose names I have just recited. 

A That ia a false statement. *hat you have aaid • le not true. 

H shat is correct then? 

A What is correct? 

wj in your estimation? 

A afhat you got me to say through your Question le 

oorreot, but that is not the same as saying that they 

were guilty of violating this Article. They were not 

guilty of that, nor were they guilty, in my opinion nor 

in the opinion of the Communist Party, which is the one 

which enforces its la-ss, but that they were found guilty • which enforces its la-ss, but that they were found guilty 

by this court, and by e portion of the Supreme Court, the 
majority, but with some notable dissents. 

<4 In other words then, is it true to state that 

the Communist Party does not give credit to the findings 
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C 18 of tht Courts of the United btates on issues presented and 

deolded in those courts? • A Ho, thst Is not true. The Communist Party le 

aware of the fact that miscarriages of justice have occurred 

in courts throughout the history of courts. This is why 

there are appeals. The Communist Party feels thst there 

have heen suoh miscarriages of Justice in cases and even 

the United states In its courts, and we believe, and I 

believe, that this was a notable miscarriage of justice, 

that the finding of gull waa erroneous, and I further 

believe that vindication will come and not too late, 
either. • 

| In other words then, am I eorrect, Doctor, or 
am I incorrect in stating thet the extent to which the 

provisions of the Constitution of the Communist i arty are 

or are not enforced is determined by the top leadership of 

the Communist Party? 

A Ho, you are not correct„ 

<i Thank you, Doctor. Are you at the present time 

or have you ever been In the psat a paid functionary of 
the Communist Party? • A I have never been and I am not now. 

(jj You, 1 believe, teatlfied on direct examination 

that you were now on the staff of the Jefferson School in 

i Hew York, is that correot? 
A That is. 



I How long hart you been BO connected, Doctor? 

A To the best of my recollection, when I wee 

eepareted from the service, I would say some time In 1946, 

I became e member of the feoulty. it Is a matter of 

record in the catalogues, 

vi And you have been connected there since that time? 
A Yes, 

H, What salary ere you paid there, Doctor ? 

A nothing, 

H You « . pal« nothing. 

A That's right, 

o, Might I inquire then as to your souroe of income? 

A Certainly you may. 

H #hat 18 it? Just generally - It ian't necessary 

to be specific, 

A Generally - I don't mind being specific if you 

want a specific answer. 

H Generally. 

1 earn money from lecturing, writing and from i 

editing, 

Q Is the Jefferson - what is it, the Jefferson 

School of Seienfe? 

A -ocial Science. 

VI Is that organized snd operated by the Communist 
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C 20 A No, not to my knowledge, it isn't, 

T H S C O U R T J I think the witness told us yesterday 
that its faculty was oriented in the Marxist-Leninist 
doctrines. 

T H S AZTMSSSi That is right, sir. Ihe general 
approach Is that, but the relationship that I would say 

here In terms of such a question, 1 believe it is s fact that 

the Party Itself has rented or otherwise used rooms in 

the building. Xt is a nine-story building In which our 

classes have been taught or lectures have been held under 

the auspices of the Communist Party. 

4 (By 12r. Green): Is attendance at olaaaes at the 

school limited to members of the Communist Party? 

A Hot at all. You ere welcome, Mr* Green. 

<•> Are there any specific classes or courses whioh 

are open only to members of the Communist Party? 

A By the Jefferson School? 

vt Xs there within the Jefferson School an Institute 
of Marx Studies? 

vt Does it have any relationship at all to the 
Communist Party? 

A Any relationship at all? 
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C SI A Yes, that ia part of tha aehool. 

^ la that limited to members of tha Coaauniat 

Party or it that open to tha general publicV 

A To the heat of my knowledge. It ia opea to the 
public. 

^ Do you know who the treasurer of the aehool le? 
MR. BUCHKAM: X object. 

THE COBRTs Ithink that ia rather remote, Mr. 
Green. 

H (By Mr. Green): Have you at any time taught at tbe 

Hatlonal Training School of the Coaauniat Party? 

A I taught two classes, to the beat ef ay knowledge, 

for the Hatlonal Training Sehool of the Coaauniat Jfarty. 

H when waa that? 

A To the beat of ay recollection, it waa 1&1947. 

H, waa the defendant Meyera among your students in 

the course? 

A That is s very interesting question for the 

reason that before 1 got to Baltimore. 1 didn't know the 

answer and now X do because Mr. Meyers told me. 

H X suggest you only answer from your own knowledge, 

Boator. and not what other people might have told you. 

MR. BUCHMAH: The defendant Meyers told him. 1 
think be should be permitted to anawar. 

THB COURT: If you bad objected to the question. I 
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0 £2 would have sustained it because I thought it was not 
or oa s- exam in at i on. • KR. BUCHMAN: Z want him to complete his answer. 

THE COURT; You do not object to the question 
then? 

MB, BUCHMAN: Ho. 

THB COURT. You want him to complete the enswer? 
. • • R e BUCHMAH. Tea. 

THE COURT; Go ahead and do so. 

THE WITNESS: I didnU know that as a fact and. 
* 

since you mention it, it Is intereatlng to know what I • ess told that by sm> leyera here. 

m (By Mr, GreetO Doctor, can you tell Hla Honor 
and the members of the Jury how it ia that you find it 

poaaible to be on the staff of the Jefferson School 
without remuneration? 

A I live rather modestly. I do not live very well, 
sir. 

H Do you feel you are in a position to contribute 

your time and effort without remuneration? 

MR* BUCHJyAN. 1 object to that as argumentative. 
w THE COURT: Sustained, 

4 (By J*. Green) Doctor, have you taught at any 

schools or taught any courses or individual olc&ses the 

attendance at which wee limited to members of the Communist 
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10. BUCHMAN: I objeot to that question0 Your 
Honor. • 

THE COURT: 1 think there waa enough In his 
direct examination to warrant asking that question, I 
overrule the objection. 

THB fXTMBSB: Am I to go on here. Your Honor? 

THE COURT t Y»a, I overruled the objection to the 

question. 

THE WITNESS: May I have the question? 

(question repeated by the reporter.) 

THIS .'IIS? ESS j Yea, this National Training Sohool, 

to the beat of my knowledge of it, waa limited to members 
of the Party. 

vi (By Mr, Green) Ie that the only Instance, Doctor, 

in which you have taught classes or courses limited to 
-

members of the Party? 

A No, there have been other occasional instances 

some years ago. I think I was aaked end did the same for 
the New York State Comreunist Party. 

vi In other words, if I understand your answer • correctly, at the present time and for three or four years 

paat, since you stopped teaching at the National Training 

School, your Instructions and lecturing and so forth haa 

been exclusively to audiences open to all persons and not 
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0 U limited t * members of the Communist rarty? 

A No. that i s hot true. At l e a s t , % do hot think 

i t i e true, eac X want to g i rd you what you hate asked 

there , 1 do so much teaching .and so much lecturing that X 

can not always toe p o s i t I T S on the exact date* hut t o the 

teat o f ay r eco l l e c t i on , some of these State classes have 

been a f ter the time of the Nat ions! Training School* Just 

when exactly* I couldn't say, I be l i eve they hate been 

a f t e r , 

<4 . Doctor#• you refer t o the classes you have 

conducted f o r the New York State branch of the Party? 

A Tea* 

4 Have you taught' any class Gommttniet courses or 

classes in Baltimore m Maryland? 

A No. 

<4 Hoe many tinea have you talked in Maryland? 

A ''Taught or talked?. 

Q, ' Talked or lectured, 

A You mean publicly? 

4 Tee, you said you had not been at the closed 

sessions* 

A Yes , X.remember' X was » once again, tar* Green, 

1 could not g i ve you an exact answer, X mean the dates* 

Xt has been at l eas t once end probably more than that . 

H Has that been under sponsorship of the Communist 
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C 23 Party? 

A I don't think so, but onos again, 1 can't 

positively answer. I don't remember the ezaot group. 

4 You testified, I believe, on your direot examina

tion that you bad written a number of books? 

A Yes. 

H By what publishing house have they been published? 

A Several. Do you want them all? 

VI Is there is not more than five. 

A There is not more than five. 1 have had these 

books and pamphlets which I mentioned published by 

International Publishers, by the Columbia University 

Press, by the Associated Press, which is the press of the 

Assoc at ion for the study of Negro Life and History; by 

the Citadel Press, by the New Century; two items, one 

reprinted and one on the order by the Army of the United 

states. I think that ia a fairly complete list. 

4 *ho is head of the International Publishers? 

MR. BRAVER-:.P Your Honor, 1 don't see the 

relevancy of this. v>e won't get into the head of the Army. 

THB COURT. We have already had evidenoe by both 

sides that the International Publishers are the official 

publication agents of the Communiat Party. 

MR* BR AYNRM AN I The defendants have not testified 

to that. 
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wee.my impression, that there had been no opposition of 

that sort. X see no trouble about the question. Xt may 

be that It causes en unnecessary consumption of time. X 

aan not for the moment determine whether Mr. Green ie 

leading up to something that may be important. 

MR. BRAVKRMAE; X was wondering if they will go 

through all fits, including the United Statea Army, if he 

wants to. 

TBS COURTt Co ahead, Mr. Oreen. 

(By Mr. Oreen) tfho is the head of the International 

Publishers, Doctor Aptheker? 

A To the best of my knowledge, the President of ; 

that corporation is Mr. Alexander Trachtenbeig. 

q, la he an offiolal or member of the Communlat 

Party? ; 

m. w c m t d i i i object. ; 

TBI COURT: why donH you just ask if the 

International Publish ere is the official publlahing house • 

for the Communist Party, if he knows? 1 

MH. BUCHMAH: I alao object to that aa being 

immaterial and ireelevant and beyond the scope of the I 

• MR. GRBSK; I will withdraw the prior queatlon, \ 

if Tour Honor please, and ask the question in this way. i 

i 
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officially tha publishing house* of tha Coamaniet Farty? ' 

• THS COURT: If you object* I sustain the 

objection heeauae the evidence of the Government, eo far 

uncontradicted, Is that they ara aad, therefore, It le 

unnecessary te repeat it, . 

MR. BUCHMAKi I object to the'laat queation, Tour 

Honor« 

THE COURT: I thought aoaebody oa your aide 

objected: • that is the next question, Mr, Creen? 
l4 (By Mr* Creen) Boot or, I shoe you an. iaaue of the 

Bally lorker, New Tork, Tuesday, September $1, 1948* and 

direst your attention to page 8 under tbe heeding "Letters 

from Re*dere% and ask you whether ar aot the .letter 

printed there, signed "Herbert aptheker" is a letter 

you wrote and printed la this Bally Worker? 

MR* BASSBTT: I object,, ' 

THE COURT: I will let. him answer the question 

fi^J? Ztt 1^^ Ŝ MS>̂  ̂ w ^.^J si. • $ 

THE itXTHEBSs I hate to reed it. 1 believe I 
wrote thst 'letter. 

H • (By Mr*. Green) Deee It express your views at the. 
"jJpU" (Jĵ sŝ  tfî ss1 f̂c ̂ ŝ tt̂ f̂  

A let aa read it again* I didn't kaow you were 

going to eak me that. In a way, I think It does. 1 think 
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It it written in terms of the newspaper, perhape a little 

bit cgltationolly, but 1 do mot withdrew from anything 

stated in that letter. 

s& You wrote it? 

j 4'' Tea. 

MB* mmiii 1 wouM l ike to offer thla and read 

the letter to the members-of the jury. 
i 

. TBI COURTs lor what purpose, Mr* Green? 
MB. GRJSJSMs To ahow the present attitude -of the 

witness, if Tour Honor please, 
MB. BASSETT. I objeot. 
TBI COURTs That is a rather broad expression, 

"the present attitude of the witness*. 'She* do you mean 
by attitude? Do you mean his Interest, to' contradict 
anything he has said on dlreet examination? You will have 
to be a little more specific as to the proper baaia for 
the introduction into evidence* 

ME-* GSUBSN: To ahow, if Your Honor pleaae, hia 
attitude and approach at the present time and at that time 

j to «ourt., .1th P.rti.«l.r ref.wn,. to hi. bl» • * 
prejuftiee in thla particular Instance* 

THE C0UBT4 for the latter purpose, if you • 
undertake to ahow it, it ia admissible. 

THE nTTNESS: If 1 had known that was his 

intention when he asked the question, I < certainly would 
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not have answered the question the way I did. It ia 

certainly a very interesting way of getting It in that way.. 

T H S c o » . wail now9, JO?, Witness» i ©an under** 

stand your very great intercet in the ease* as you have 

expressed it, hut I must remind you that you are here as a 

witness and.your last comment is not at all appropriate. 

If you have been quoted incorrectly, that can be corrected 

of course, by eounael# Mow, let*a go on. 
MHf BAUiLTTi- 1 would l ike to note my objection. 

THS C0CBT* Bo. jm.- object to the letter? 

MR. BASSETT. ' Tea.. 

THE OOORTi' X overrule the objeetion. Mov, are 

we all quiet. Mr* Green, you may read the letter. 

MR. BUCBKAtfi May I state the grounds for my 

objection to th* letter? 

T E S O O O S T - j Tea. 

Ml. B-UGHKitf* Xt is immaterial, irrelevant and 

beyond the scope of cross-exejuinetion and doea not 

contradict anything the witness said on direct., 

TBS O O G B T J Itetil iftr. Green said it was offered 

for the purpose of showing the''poseibl* bias of tbe 

•witness, I would have beta disposed to sustain your 

objection. It la legally proper for the Government on 
crosB-examination, juat as from your side, on many, many 

rulings X made la st week, to ahow any bias, interest 
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or assumed bias therein with regard to a witness. Go 

ahead, Mr. Green, and read the letter. The objection le 

overruled* 

MR* BBAYJSRMAH: Tour Honor * 

THB COURT: 1 do not went to hear any further 

argument oa that point aad I do not want to be dleoourteoua 

to oounael but there must be some termination to these 

points of evldeaee that I have to make. Go ahead, Mr. 

Green* 

M R . C R M : Tale appears, Mr. foreman and members 

of the jury, in the Dally Worker for Tuesday, September 

21, 1946. It appeare under the column headed "Letters 

frost Readers'*. The heading over the partleular letter is. 

"Give Then a Trial aad Shoot Them*. "New Torlc. fid tier, 

Bally sorker: 

"In conn as tlon with the federal government'a 

indictment of the 12 Communist leedere on the charge 

of advocating the idee of forcible overthrow of the 

government, there ere many people who teke the 

ettitude: *%ell, et lest, now we will get s judioial 

verdict on this business* How we'll get the facte 

and once aad for ell the business will be esttled.* 

There is too little awareness of the frame-up 

eharaeter of the entire proceeding, though some 

light has been shed on this basic aspect of the eaee 
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by tht unprecedented attempt to forbid the travel of 

pereone merely under Indictment. 

"All this reo.lnds me of on editorial that 

apptartd in tht Charlotte, K. C. News in 1929, when 

that paper waa discussing the forthcoming triaia of 

union organizers in the textile Industry of North 

Carolina, on framed charges of provoking end using 

slolence. 
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"Said the impartial editor? 

"'The leaders of the National Textile Workers 

Union are Coremur.iats and are a menace to all we 

Americans hold dear. They believe in violence, arson, 

murder. They want to destroy our Institutions* our 

traditions. They are undermining all morality, all 

religion* But nevertheless they must be given a j 

fair trial, although everyone knowa that they deserve 

to be shot at sunrise.1 j 

"This aptly sumo up the attitude of the hour* j 
i 

i 
geoisie — 'give them a fair trial and shoot them at 

i 
sunrise.* History proves that the most effective 

antidote for this poison is organised, mass pressure — 

the more the better.0 

MH. BASSBTTi Tour Honor, I move that that be j 

deleted from the record* 
» 

THS COURTt X overrule the motion. ; 

MR. OKBBN* I offer the original, if Tour Honor 

please, and ask leave to substitute in lieu thereof of the 

original a photostatic copy of page 6. 

THB CLHRKi Government Exhibit 5*. 
(Page 8, "Bally worker", i 
September 21, 19*8 was raarwed 
Government's Exhibit 5*-) 

THB COURTt Of course, the Jury will understand 
that in overruling the motion and in ruling on other points 
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of evidence the Court It not expressing any personal opinion 

ss to the effect of the evidence. That le entirely for the 

jury in all cases. 

Q (BY MR. ORBBN) Doctor, do you know William Z. 

Poster? 

A What did you aay? 

Q William 2. Poster, do you know him? 

A Yes, I know him. 

Q Does he hold any office in the Communist Party at 

the present time? 

A He is National Chairman. 

Q For how long has he been National Chairman? 

MB. BASSETT? If Your Honor please, that ia a matter 

of record and was testified to. 

THE COURTt What is that? 

MH* BASSETTs It seems to me to be entirely 

Immaterial and collateral. This is cross-examination. 

THE COURTi I suppose the witness has referred 

to Kr. Foster a dozen times in his direot examination. I 

overrule the objection. 

THE WITNESSs Let*s have that queation again. 

Q (BY MR. GREEN) How long has he been National 

Chairman? 

A Precisely I canst answer that, but It has been 

several yeara. 
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Q Do you know how long he has noon a member of 

tha Communist Party? 

MR, BASSSTTe i object to that qpaation* 

TBE COuRTs X wi l l sustain the objection to that* 

Q (BY MR* 0R8RH) X believe* Doctor, in reading 

quotations you read frosts varioua Poster worksj i s that 

eorrect? 

"A •' J think X did 'this' morning, • 

Q, -or at. least one. 

A X don't hate that type of memory, i f you say 

I read from one, 1 will accent that,. •-. 

% Bo you consider hia* Doctor* to be an authority 

on M«ir»iam'*-Lettinia»; at the' present time? ' . • 

A Yes, ' 

. .," $ Do you consider that a l l of his'writings are 

authorities on the character and interpretation of Marxism-

i*»niniaw? ' • 
A • No, Indedd,'.. 

. Q You -do.not? . 

A X do.not, 

Q Do you know how many voiuaei he has written? 

A Mot exactly, no, -I can give an estimate i f you • 

want i t . 

THB COBRTt Well, X do not want to go into any 

more voluminous documentary evidence. X think that i f you 
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* pursue that•Una of examination it would lead ua toto a ! 

great deal of uncertainty In. the case. 

Q (BY MR. GREEN) Then I will aak you thia queationi , 

Why la' it .that'-BOW* of ft*« peater»* worka are authoritative j 

interpretations of Marsclsm-Leninism and why ia it that othtraj 

are- not? j 

THB COURT: x do not'think that tha witneaa1 ! 

personal opinion about it with respect to the writings of j 
f b f * 1. g.lng to B 8 M p t a l to » in th. «... An,*** ! 

who .is. a student of hooka amy agree with sea* things whleh - ; i 
tha author says and disagree with others, and it would get 
us ̂ 0 where Just to find out what portion of what Foster j • writes this witness Individually agrees with or what he [ 

doea not agree with* ' j 
• 

So, 1 sustain the objection to that queation as j 
IMXt* 

{Kr. Urean handed a book to counsel for the de-

fondants .and then handed it'to thewltness.) ; 

j « m m. mam) **t.r, i M m . voiu». ! 
\ i I ' . ! 

titled "toward Soviet America* by William 55. Foster, printed ! 
i 
i 

in or copyrighted in 1932 and ask .you if you know whether • * 

or not the author of thia volume la the same as the current j 
National Chairman of the Communist Party?- j 

A X know he is the same. . 

H He is the'same-? I 
. i 
I 
t 

> 



A Yes, be is the same men, the same Foster« 

$ You have examined this hook? 

A The faot is X haven't* 

0, You haven't? 

A Ho, I haven't. 

Q You did not feel it was necessary to ascertain 
from an expert point of view on Marxist-Leninist doctrines 
to read this volume by Foster? 

MH. BASSETT s Objection* Your Honor. 

THE COURT. Sustained. 

Q, (BY MR. GREEN) Why did you not read it, Doctor? 

MR. BRAVERMANt Objection. 

THE COURTt Sustained. 

MR. GREEN: May I have it marked for identification 
if Your Honor pleaae? 

THE COURTt Yes, 

MR. BUCHMANt Objection, Your Honor. We were not 

permitted to offer documents on cross-examination. 

THB COURTt One or two? So far as I recall it 

was after the matter had been sufficiently explained by 

the witness* Now, marking for identification means really 

nothing except the fact that the book haa been identified 

by the witness. 

Now, if hereafter some one wants to refer to it — 

MR. BUCHMANt The witness has not identified the 
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book* He has never seen it* 

THE COURT* Ho says ha knowa it waa written by 
thla aan Poster who has been referred to. 

MB. BUCHMAHt X want to say that — 

THB COURTt If yon do not wish it to be marked 

for identification or identified, X will sustain the ob

jection to that. 

MR, BASSETT J Thank you. Tour Honor. 

THB COURTt Xf hereafter it is identified so that 

it man be put in evidence I will admit it but I am not 

disposed to admit much aore documentary evidence in thla 

eaae unless it is really something new or vital as it appears 

at the time, 

0o ahead, Nr. Oreen. 

Q. (BY MR. GREEK) Do you know whether or not, 

Doctor, William 2. Poster has ever advocated or taught the 

overthrow of the Government by force and violence? 

MR. BUCHMAHi Objection, Your Honor. 

THE COURTt X think that ia permissible because 

the witness has made a categorical statement that the 

Communlat Party has never advocated the overthrow of the 

government by force and violence, and Foster is referred to 

aa the Chairman of the Communist Party for some years past, 

and X think therefore that the question on that ground la 

admissible« 
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MR. BUCBJtANt If It 1* directed to time, to the 

tine the witness knew William Foster because after all. 

William Foster la an elderly man, and to say that somebody 

In his life advocated force and-violence*' I don't see how 

anybody can answer thai question, , 

THE COURTi If he does not know* he can answer that I. 

That Is permissible, but witnesses do not often exercise 

that privilege, but thay have that privilege, : 

What is the question, Mr. Qreen? 

$ (BY MR. QREEN) Do you know, Doctor, whether or j 

not William Z. Foster, the author of thia book I just showed j 

to you* and the current national Chairman of the Communist 

Party has ever advocated or taught the overthrow of the j 

government of the United States by force and violence? 

MR. BUCHMAHt Objection. It la too broad, too 

general* ' 
i 

THE COURT. The witness can answer yes or no or 

*I don't know." 

MR. BUCHMAHt He might hate known him at the age 

of five* 

THS COURTt It is a simple question of faot that 

he .la asked. He may answer that question in three possible ' 

ways, yes, no, or I don't know. 

THB WITNESS* In terms of the writings I am in no 

position to answer that question either affirmatively or 
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negatively and therefore I, at th* Judge said* X will answer 

X don't know. 

•THE COURTt All right, it le about 4 o'cloek, 

our usual adjourning hour. 

For the convenience of everybody, nay X aak how 

| many wltneasea «ore tha defense will probably have? 

| THS WITNESS* Sir, amy I bring up a personal point 

|j ((jfWwsJf ŵ  "̂JĈ  

THB COURTt What is that? 
THE WXTHBSSt I want to aay that I live oat of 

i 

! town. 
! THB COURTt Tea. 
I 
! THE WXTHBSSt And X want to know Just how long 
i • . 
j this will be as X have other engagements* and so on. 

| THB COURTt X am trying to get soma information 

for myself and if X get it X will impart it to you. 

MR. BASSETT! if Your Honor pleaae, tha matter 

has not bean fully gone into between the various counsel 
j ' • 

j for the defense, but at most there will only be a few more 
ij 
ji wltneasea. ' 
i . '• • ' ' ' • 

j . THB COURTt' The witness would like to know'how 
i 

j long he will have to stay in Baltimore* 
|; ' I. imagine he will be able to get away soma time 
i 
| tomorrow morning. At least X am entirely hopeful about that*! 

I 
Ton are required to ba here tomorrow moring at ten o'clock. , 
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THS WITNESS* I Juat would Ilka to know whan I 

nay leave. 

THS COURTt It looka to wa, of oourae — tha 

Judge doea ndt control the order of proof. That la for 

eounael, 

THE WITNESSt Tea, 

THE COURTt Butit looks to me, aa a guess on ay 

part — that you will probably be able to gat away sometime 

tomorrow morning, At least I hope so, 

MR, OREENt If Tour Honor pleaae, our Government 

Exhibit 35* we filed the original, and I would like at this 

time to ask leave of Tour Honor In lieu of the original 

to substitute a photoatatlo copy, 

THE COURTt Is It legible? 

KR, GREENt Tea, Sir* 

MR, BUCHMAHt I hope It la more legible than the 

eopy we got, 

THE COURTt Is there any objeotion? 

MR, BASSETTt No, sir, no objection. 

THE COURTt very well, Pemniealon granted. 

Tha Jury is excused until tomorrow morning at ten 

o* clock. 

The Court will adjourn. 

(Thereupon, at 4 o'clock p. m., the trial of the 

above-entitled case was adjourned until Thursday,March 27, 

1952, at 10 o'clock a. a,) 
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I certify that the foregoing la a true and 
correct transcript of the proceedings in the above case. 

Official Reporter, 


