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Ow 1 0 a,a. 

1 (Th* Clerk called th* nam** of th* Jury, after whioh 
j 

! tho following occurred;} • j THE CLERK* Jury called, Your Honor. ' 

THE COURT? Are th* defendant* ready to proceed? 

MR. BASSETt Xf Your Honor pleaae, there la aom* 
• 

I work in connection with the eaae which I need to he doing in ; 

J i t 

j my office, and I would like to aak Your Honor1a permlaaion to ; 

i be excused fro* th* seee ion thia morning in view of the nature! 
> • ' 
j of the timely proceedings, and there is no necessity for me j 
! ! ! to be here. ! 
I 1 

i My client, Mro. Blumberg, has agreed, and counael, • Mr. Buohman, has agreed to my absenting myself subject to 

Your Honor's permission. 

j THE COURT: Well, it is a little unusual. j 
t '. . i 
j MR. BASSETT j Well, if it is, then I will not do it,! 

• 

i < 

{ but it was merely to get some paper work done. That was the j 
i 

• | ^ . : 
j THE COURT* Insofar as It is addressed to me as a 

• | matter of my discretion, I have no objection, of course, 
1 1 

j peraonnally to your doing it. I only point out that it ia • unuaual for counsel not to be present during the trial, the 

whole of it, just as the defendant has to be here. 
i 

I personally am dlapoaed to allow you and your 
i 
1 client to settle the matter as you wish. 
1 . 1 

j • • ' ! 
: : 
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MR. BABBITT* In view of Your Honor*» comment I 
•hall ronain horo. 

THS COURTi Tory wall. 
What la tho first procedure? 
NR. WRIOHT t May it plsaio Your Honor, at this tins 

X would like to request an opportunity to nske sn opening 
statement on behalf of the defendant Leroy Hand Wood. 

THS COURTs Tory well, proceed. 
OPSNIMa STATBSSHT OH BEHALF OP THE ! 

DKFSMDANT LBROY BAND WOOD BY MR. WRIOHT 
MR. WRIOHTi May it plesse the Court, members of . 

the prosecution, Mr. Foremen, snd members of the Jury, I 
would like st this time to make an opening ststement on 
behslf of the defendant Leroy Hand Wood who is sitting 
slightly behind the counsel table. 

As the Court properly advised you at the outset 
of this esse the purpose of an opening statement was merely 
to outline for you membcra of the Jury what the defendant 
intends to offer by way of evidence to rebut snd defend 
against the charge that is alleged against him. 

I should first like to briefly stste in substance 
what the indictment charges with respect to the defendant. 

THE COURTs Just a moment, Mr. Wright. That has 
beengone into very fully once, snd I do not see the necessity*--

MR. WRIOHT J Ho, as Mr. Flynn started out with the 
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ii | various allegation* in th* indictment which wa* an outline 
; to you of their offer of evidence, so that the jury way more 

clearly understand it, and as you recall, membere of the Jury, 

: in the opening statement by th* Oovemment, the indictment 

i; was read to you. 

X do not propose to do that. X merely want to 

I call your attention to two *s**ntlal features of this indict-
it 

ment which is, as you know, an all*g*d violation of what 1* 

called th* Smith Act which says that in substance that the 

defendant belonged with some other defendants, named, but 

: not present together with the defendants who are sitting 
1; 

i behind the counsel table, did conspire to teach and advocate, 
t 
jj knowingly teach and advocate the duty and the neceaalty 
I-

• of overthrowing the Government of the United States by force i 

! and violence, and that in conjunction with others, others 

ij named but not preaent defendants, unlawfully sought to 

organise a group of people known as the Communist Party for 

the purpose of touching and advocating the duty and necessity 
1 of overthrowing the Government of the united states by force 

and violence as speedily as circumstances would permit, and 

that in furtherance of that they did engage in a number of 

activities in pursuance of that. 

How, the evidence of the defendant that we intend 

to ahow you ia that he waa bom on November 13, 191*» Juat 

about thirty-nine years ago, in Caldwell County, Idaho, and 
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th* evidence will further show that his ancestry in the defense 

of democracy, the evidence will show what he did or thought 

or understood was In furtherance of the defense of democracy, 

and that one of the ancestry wss in the Civil War and another! 
i 

in the Revolutionary War, and the evldenee will further ahow ' 

that at the age of three, he was taken hy his family to Boise* 

Idaho, where he received a normal, decent education such as 

any other child, snd that after a while as any othsr young 

man he went out into the world to make hia place to work and 

lead a decent normal life as an American Citizen, and there-

after he married and had a family, and has three children 

and is now presently living with his wife snd fsally in 
j 

Washington, B. C. 
The evidence will further show that during a period! 

of time he had several Jobs, and that he worked for a while 

as a Western Union messenger boy and that for a while he was 

employed by the w. P. A. during the days of the depression, j 
i i 

that he held some other Jobs, of not much consequence to 

mention here, and that later on he Was employed by the Social 

Security Board here in Baltimore, Maryland, that thereafter ] 

he was with the Merchant Marine, and that he spent several 

years in the Merchant Marine sailing to Europe, as he thought 

doing his part in the war effort ,and that as a result of \ 

being with the Merchant Marine he received several decorations 

for his services. i 
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The evidence will further show thst after he ease 

back and took a Job at Sparrows Point* The evidence will 

further show that during these rears based upon hie under-

standing of eocial change he worked very extensively during 

that period to strengthen and extend denocraoy as he thought 

and aa he understood it. The evidence will further show 

his actlvltlea and that he heeane a nenber of the Communist 

Party and hia political and1 economic activities in it* 

When he came back he took a Job at Sparrows Point 

and he was sctlve in the union there and became a member of 

the Communist Party, based on his experience, his experience 

as a man. based upon his readings, how he felt, and the 

evidence will further show that he Joined the Party and 

as he thought to further the extension of democracy aa he 

saw it. 

The evidence will show that he became an organisa­

tional secretary of the communist Party and for a while was i 
i 

in that poaition and acting as acting chairman and sub­

sequent to that he was actually elected chairman of the 

District of Columbia of the Communiat Party, a position which 

he probably holds today. 

Now, the evidence will further show what the Party 

activities were during that period. 

The evidence will further show that the defendant 1 

Wood as a member of the Communist Party never taught or j 



|; advocated the duty and necessity of overthrowing the 

I government of the United States nor did he conspire with 
i 
i 
! sny of ths defendants to do so* 

j! The evidence will farther show that during all I 
!l these years he worked extensively to strengthen and extend 
ji 
ij democracy as he thought and as he understood it and we 
i 
| will show that what they did, they fought for setter wages 
ji 

i and working conditions,for lower prices, the abolition of 

j Jim Crow in all its forms. 
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I I 
j The ©violence will show that the main activities ! 
\ « pf the defendant waa uo protecte world peace, and not to he 
engaged in force and violence. In faot, the evidence will showl 

that the defendant, Ward, personally circulated and sought to j 

get signatures on a document known as the Stockholm Peace j 

inhibit, the very purpose of which wae to outlaw the use of 

the atom bomb In the world. i 

It will show that that there wae no thought in his 

mind, as has been contended in the indictment, to sake use of 
i 

war, to carry it into civil war. the evidence will show, far i 

from any secrecy as claimed wae engaged in by the defendant I 
j 

or defendants, the defendant at all times waa known by his own j 
i 

name. He want by it and was always identified it with the : 
i • ; 

party after he became a oember and an officer thereof. That, 

at all times, thay sought to hava public meetings, sought to j 

present their grievances and their understanding of the extension 

of the democratic party to all people in a public way, on the | 

radio and in the press. | 

And at no time the evidence will show, that he | 

'personally sought to engage in any devious practices, to try I 

to hide or conceal any of his activities as a member of his j 

party, Tha evidence will further show the teaching end j 

advocacy of Soolallsm vaa totally inconsistent with force and j 

violenceo Further, the very activities in which he engaged, 
i 

the very things which he said and did himself were totally j 

Inconsistent in every measure with any notion of the teachlnga | 
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i I 
H force and violence. - | 

i 
i 

time in his study of any of the, books and documents which hare 
been presented to you, thought or taught that they were bated 

» 

on any notion ef violent overthrow or revolutionary means of 

achieving Socialism as he understood it. j 
1 

In fact, each and every activity, the evidence will ! 

show you, in which this defendant and the other defendants ' 

engaged was totally inconsistent with any notion of force j 

and violence, and that his study &n& his reading of the \ 

books which have been distributed and ahown to you here j 

was study only as a nmsna of history and was study purely in j • every historicay oountry, and that alone, and that at no • 
time did he or any of the defendants believe or state it would! 

be necessary to use force and violence to achieve the notion j 

of full democracy in the United States. • j 

When w© have shown you thia, and,indeed, no effort j 

ia mad© to seek your sympathy for the Defendant Wood, or any | 
j 

of the defendants, for, indeed, I have considerable j • i 
disagreement with them myselft that Is not important, but I doj 
say to you when we have shown to.you the evidence which I j • i 

have briefly outlined to you, at the proper time I will aak | 
i 

you for a proper verdict in this case, against the charge, j 
• which should be, "not guilty.* j 

Thante you. J 
KB. 3UCHKAH: If the Court please, I would like to j 

! 
i • • ' i 
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; make mn opening statement on behalf of &ra. Frankfeld. 

THE CUUP.I: Very well. 

HH. BUCBKAlis If It please the Court, Kr. j?'oremen# 

; ladies and Oehtlemen of the Jury: 

At thla time I would liko to tell you what we are go 
;. to prove regarding my client, Kre. Regina frankfeld. We are 
'i going to show you what aha actually did teach and advocate 

; during the period covered by thl* Indictment. And, further, 
II 

I we are going to ehow you that everything that Kre. Frankfeld 

! hag done in her life proves that there Is no baaia whatsoever 

for the charges made in thie cane,because 1 want to say at 

; the outset that we emphatically deny that Mrs. Frankfeld has, 

;j at any tine In her life, advocated or taught tha duty or 
"necessity of use of force and vlolenoe to accompliah any 

change in the Government, 

be will ahow that this charge eiJsply turns day into 
night and night into day. Thie is because ve are going to 

prove that Hrs. Frankfeld and the Coramunlatio Party have clone 

everything in their power at all times to proteot the people 

dally from violence, cruelty, Injustice, and bitterness, 

.that so many sections of the population, in so many periods 

of tiire have suffered in this country. 

Bather, to ease the life of human beings, to try to 
.find an answer to the problems of war and poverty, and 
discrimination, theae are the things we will show she has done 
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And we will show that she is working for a world 

In whioh there would be the brotherhood of Man for 

employment, peace, and security. In other words, to her it 

meana sincerely Socialism. And that is what she has been 

teaching all of these years, and to accomplish that in a 

democratic way with the will and free choice of the majority 

of the people. 

How, Krs. Frankfeld is the mother of two children. 

One is thirteen, a boy. And another ia a daughter, age nine. 

She comes from a family of moderate means. She Is a college 

graduate, and, as a natter of fact, majoried in Fine Arts 

and Ancient Society in college, and was advanced nn a career 

of Archeology, when current events changed the course of her j 

life. j 

She went to Oermany in 1929 and 1930, vfrre the ! 

family of her mother and the family of her father both lived, j 

And what she saw there, although up to that time 
i 

politics had not entered her mind, what she saw there with 
t 
I 

her own eyas as she watched tha rise of Hitler, made a deep 
i 

and lasting impression upon her, and affected the future : 

course of her life, because she saw Oermany at that time in 

a crisis, with heavy unemployment, high taxes, Storm Troopers 

marching through the streets shouting antl-seKitlc slogans. 

She saw the German nation disintegrate and fall lntf 

the hands of the tiasls. And she learned financing by the 

industrial financing of Nasi Gerrany. And she saw violence 
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committed by the Hasis, she met the Communists and tha j 

non-Cot.nunists, artiste, and the intellectuals. And she watohejd 

the Communist« try to stem the tide against the Nazis, holding . 

demonstrations for relief and unemployment benefits, and j 

trying to find a way out for the German people. ! 
j 
i 

And It was there she oecace aware of the philosophy 
of Communism. Socialist and non-socialist philosophies were ; 

i 
a matter of common daily discussion in Germany at that time* j 

i 

Her family, mother and father, on both sides, were j 
i 

wiped out in concentration camps in Germany. And it waa 
i 

her experience there that convinced her that it was not i j 
enough to be a good wife or a good mother, but that every man i 

and woman, and particularly women had a duty to society to ! 

work for a better way of life. 

On leaving college, Mrs. Frankfeld, like so many 

others, vas trapped in tha depression. She worked on W.P.A. 

projects. She worked in the union and on other projects, and ; 

finally her experience brought her to Join the Communist j 

Party. 
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10J20am 

And we will show that all of her political or 

public activities as a Communist since 1935 have been exactly 

the opposite of what the Government has charged. 

She has worked for peace and not for war* She haa 

worked to strengthen democracy and not to weaken it. She Is 

working for civil liberties, for extending the rights of 

people to speak, with opposition to any form of discrimination 

and she hss done this because she and the Communist Party 

believe they are serving the interests of the Amerlcsn people, 

and she sincerely believes thst socialism, which to her means 

the public ownership of mines, mills and factories snd not 

private property and socialism to her also represents the 

solution to war snd unemployment in s democratic way and to 

the will of the majority of the people, and we will show j 

that she regards Marxism-Leninism, which you have heard ao 

much about, as a social science, which enables people to 

understand their own history and with this knowledge to warn 

the people, the vast majority of the people, to make their ; 

own history snd her understanding of Marxism-Leninism, as 

we will show, has nothing in common with what the Government 

charges. 

How, to get to the period of the indictment, we 

will siow that actually during the period charged In the 

indictment, the Communist Party was not seeking ss its 

immediate goal, nor was Mrs. Prankfeld — they were only 
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seeking to enlighten the poor workers to show the benefit thet 
would he derived from sociallew and in the laat six yeara 
i covered by th* Indictment was when they were particularly 
considering the urgent dally needs of the American people. 
; and this program was based on the Party reaolution. parts of 
j which were read by the Government, at the 1945 convention 
and we will show later conventions in 19*8 and 1950, when th* 
Communist Party in 19*5, we will show, was openly and publicly: 
i reconstituted as the Communist Party not because they wanted 
i | ! to change to a Party advocating force and violence, but we 
will show you from the very words of the reaolution and what 

i i 
1 waa done, that the Communiat Party reconstituted ltaelf 1 

; because it felt it had to go back to the preceding days where i 
| it relied on the Working people, the vaat majority of the 
1 American people, to carry out the programs, domestic program* 
i • ; 

i and th* progressive foreign policy of the Roosevelt admlnletraf i ; 

i tlon. 
Now, in order not merely to carry it out but to 

j strengthen and expand it, they felt at that time, as we will 
| show, that the dollar program would have permitted big business 
j • 
to destroy the progressive policies of the Roosevelt admin* 
' lstratlon. 
| We will show you how they teach and advocate, what 
! mesne they used to teach and advocate. We will show you that j ! i I their teaching and advocacy constituted the distribution of 
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hundreds of thousands of leaflets to the Part; membership 

and to the public. 

Ve will show you they sponsored numerous rallies, 

hundreds of street corner meetings, went in delegations to 

Congress, tho Maryland Legislature, the Baltimore City Councllj 

they use the radio and press snd every possible means to 

distribute their views to the public snd that their teachings; 

during this period touched on the problems confronting the 

people, such ss the high cost of living, rent control, high j 

cost of living, high taxes, veterans1 bonus, discrimination 

against Negroes, the Obey Law, protecting ths interests of 

the people, working for peace, working for civil liberties. 

These constituted or made up the program of the 

Communist Party which Mrs. Prankfeld adhered to. 

We will show you that everything she did excluded 

the possibility of any teaching of force and violence snd 

we will show you just whst this educational work for 

j socialism actually was, and we will show you there wss no 

secrecy about these books. They sttempted to sell these 

books as widely ss possible and attempted to increase the 

circulation in the press snd sttempted to increase the 

circulation in magasines and to get the public to read them 

and we will show you these books, even these clsssics re­

ferred to, do not attempt to teach and advocate the over­

throw of the Government by force and violence. 
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Ve will show you that there haa haan torn out 

of context acntancaa and fragments and applied to certain 

conditions at certain times in eertain countries, and that 

these hooks in their entirety do not advocate or teaoh the 

overthrow of the Government hy force and violence. 

Ve will further show you why theae hooka are 

studied* They are atudled in a historical way and try to 

learn from the experience of the working people, the labor 

movementa of the world, to aee what benefit can be obtained . 
i 

from atudying them, to be applied to preaent day oonditlona. j 

Ve will alao chow you that the only way in which 

Mrs. Frankfeld and the Communiat Farty thought in terms of 

obtaining political power or aoclal change at that time waa 

in terms of building the unity of the working people, Negro 

people, middle claaa people, the email buaineaa people, 

the vast majority of the people, into a coalition government, 

a peoples' government and In that manner preventing big 

buaineaa from defeating the purpoaes and alma of the 

Roosevelt administration and the only means they advocated 

and taught during the six-year period covered by the in­

dictment and prior thereto was a democratic process and the 

use of the ballot box. 

Ve will ahow you the real meaning of such terms 

as democratic centralism, dictatorship of the proletsriat, 

profeaalonal revolutlonlat, and other terms to which the 
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|| ©overnment has attributed a sinister meaning. There ia no 

: special meaning, no doable talk, but .the language means 

i: exactly what it says wherever it is.used and we will show 
j| 
ji you the Oovernment is trying to ride two horses, that when 
ti • 
J!- the language, suits their oase, they say *See how bad it 
,i . 

sounds" but when the language sounds displeasing to their ' 
i: • . 

]i taste, they say "That is double talk and has double meaning. 

| There is one final thing in'the life of Mrs. 

j; Prankfeld whloh I will tell you to show why sometimes 

ji' Communist Party members do not openly and oannot openly 

•j exhibit their membership* 
il' 
!j She was a kindergarten teaoher in the Baer Sohool 

for Handicapped Children snd there pioneered in the. teaching 

j! of cerebral palsey children, children of limited control 

jj. of their bands, over speaking or of other functions and 

j' most of these children could not speak end could not stand 

and could not do anything thst normal children could do 

| and it required the greatest amount of patience and sympathy 

|| and understanding to teach these children and she did an 
!i • : ' • 
ii outstanding job in her contribution in that field which was 

! • • • • • •- . -

j embodied in s report distributed throughout the country. 
i: She never concealed her membership in the Psrty 
I ' ' ' • • 

ji but she went In: the school system and despite the protests 
! of the parents of children, after a good deal of hubub and 

i l 
ii hearings, she waa discharged from her job solely becsuse 
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ail* wa* a member of tbe Communist Party and at thia: time X j 
i 

would like to introduoa Mrs* Begins Frankfeld. Will you ! 
. • i 

arise, Mrs. Prankfeld.- j 

• That is the woman charged with advocating and 
i 

teaching the overthrow of the Government. ! 
i 

: in conclusion, let me aay finally to you that you j 
i 

art charged with a great responsibility and X, too, feel j 
i 

tbe responsibility of the liberty of Mrs. frankfeld and I 
• . i 

want to point out that this indictment charges only teaching j 

and advocacy •and that your decision will not only affect the 

liberty of Mrs. Frankfeld but will,have a,terrific effect 

on/ the future of liberty of this country. 

.. X urge you to listen to all the evidence and X am 

confident at the end of this case you will bring in a verdict 
of not guilty*, i 

j 

THE COURTt who is your.'first witnees? j 

i 
GEORGE ALOYSIUB MKYERS, ; 

• ' ' i 

one of the defendants, waa called as a witness in his own 

behalf, having been duly sworn, was examined and testified j 

a*, fellows* ;. 

. MR. BUCHMANt ' Shall X proceed, Your Honor? , j 

THE COURTt Proceed. \ 

MR. FLYNN* Xf Your Honor please, X understood Mr*; 

Meyers was representing himself. X was juat wondering what j 

! 
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• about mntimtlon. of •tiithesaes who are representing them- . 

selves, whether or not a l l counsel or some counsel or who 
. la going to do theexaroinationB 

TUB COURT* 1 should think it would be better all > 

' around to have some lawyer' examine .fir, Meyers-, 

MR, BBCHMAM* I f the Court pleaae, I will be the 

one to undertake the examination of Mr* Meyer* and there 

will be no other, Mr# Flynn. 

THg.CotmTf very well* • 
BIHBCT EXAMINATION 

- By Mp, Buchman: '.' 

$ will you pleaae. state your full name? 

A George Aloyalus Meyers* 

. 0. Ton are one of the defendanta In this case, aren't 

• you? 

A • That is correot. • 

Q Where do you live, Mr. Meyers? 

A I live In the Knellmar Apartments in Baltimore, 

. Marylandp 

Q Bo you have, any children? 

A Yes, I hate two children, a little girl of seven 

and a boy going on nine months. • 

%• where were'you. bom, by the way? 
A I was bom in Lonaooning, Maryland, that is in ! 

the) wtstam part of' th* State* j 
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0. About how fur Is that from hare? 

A About 155 or 170 milee, something like that. 

Q That is a mining town? 

A It is a mining town in the western part of the 

State in Allegany County. 

Q when were you born. Mr. Meyers? 

A November 3, 1912. 

Q What were the names of your parenta? 

A My father's name was George Meyers and my mother*s 

name waa Catherine Douglas Meyers. 

Q will you tell us briefly what your father's occu­

pation was? 

A When I was a boy. my father worked in the coal 

mines and after a while he borrowed acne money and ran a 

grocery store and confectionery store. He happened to buy 

it right before the depression hit on, so I have a knowledge 

of what small storekeepers were faced with during hard times 

Q Wss your grandfather a miner also? 

A My grandfather Douglas was a coal miner until he 

waa blaok listed for fighting for the rights of the Irish 

coal miners. I don't know the exact date but it was in the 

Seventies, I would say. At that time he was associated 

with an organisation that has been misnamed the Molly 

MaOulres. I think the correct name was the Ancient Order 

of Hibernians. 
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Ows fls Cry 
10*30 

in that period there waa a lot of struggles that 
went on particularly on the part of Irish Miners working ! 

i 
in the nines, for setter conditions, snd so on. It was in 

i 

that period that he was very sctlve, and as a result of his j 
activity he was black listed from the nines. 

My grandfather Meyers caste from Germany, a farst 
in Bavaria end went to work in the nines of Western Maryland, 
and he worked there all his life until he retired. 

i 

0, Bow large was your family? 
A I act ths oldest of seven children, five boys snd 

'two girls. 
Q What schools did you attend while you were in 

lionaeonlng? 
A I attended public sohool, high school, grade 

school, high school, high school graduate. 
Q While you were in Lonaconlng did you work for a 

living at all? 
A Weil, as a boy while going to school I took part- j 

time jobs. 1 worked with the disss Works for a while during 
the suisser months, and other times when I could get work. | 
I picked coal from the slate banks, and when I got out of 
school In 1930 In the middle of the depression, 

' _ i 
Q wss that out of high school? 
A Out of high school, I was unemployed for three 

years except for odd jobs where I traveled around the country 
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whenever there was a rumor of work, and I went to Fitteburgh, 

New York, Baltimore, and Florida, I worked in Florida at 

Odd jobs. 

I remember a situation there when we heard there 

was a possibility of getting a Job as a bell hop in some 

hotels, and when we got there there was no Jobs. 

X remember one day a notlee appeared that they 

wanted strawberry plekers in Plant City, sixteen miles away, 

and my cousin and I, we had twenty cents between us, so we 

walked the sixteen miles, and when we got there there was 

plenty of strawberry pickers that they had and they were 

paying only fifteen cents an hour, so we bought a loaf of 
i 

bread for ten cents and bought ten cents worth of peanut 

butter and ate that and borrowed a drink of water and drank 

the water and then walked back to Tampa, Florida. 

<J Bid you have any other Joba after that? 

A Only part-time joba, landscaping and ao on until 

I got a Job at the Celaneae Corporation at the Maryland 

Plant In 1933* June 1933* 

Q Where waa the plant? 

A It la about six mllea outside of Cumberland, a 

place called Amsel, it is juat a plant there. 

Q What was your job in that plant? 

A Well, when X got hired I was hired in the aplnnlng 

department. At that time they were paying twenty-three and 
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it half cents an hour, seven days a week, no overtime, no 

days .off* no vacations, anything like 'that* 

it waa specially — that waa a technical term for* 

It in that department I worked ln« the name applies in a 

rayon plant differently from what It does In other cotton 

and textile mills. That was the term. 

Q How, when you went .to work for 'the Celanese 

Corporation, was there a union in the plant? 

A . No, there was no union at that time. That was 

before the beginnings of the big organised drives of the 

early Thirties* 

• Q ' When wen. the union formed? . | 
i 

A The union began to be organized in 193*. The ! 
• - i 

A« P« of X.. took part In it, trying to organise the skilled ' 

workers, but there was'no union organisation there, effect- j 

Ively, until It became effective around 1936. . 

Q. vmat union was there? j 

A That was Local 187* the Textile Workers Union, j 

C.X.O. 'That was' the committee for industrial organisations1 

at that time, and it was still within the framework of the ! 
! 

A» F« of I»» | 
i 
i 

Q _ Bid you' become sctlve in the union? j 

A 1 did* ! 

Q Under what elrcumatances? 

A ' Well, the circumstances I have already begun to 
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company 'wae'asking big money, extending its plant, snd st j 
that time we had very heavy work loads, and there was general! 

i 

discontent in the plant* Working conditions were very un- j 

stable, no vacations, no holiday time, anything like that, j 

q Was the union recognised by your employer when j 

it first started? j 
A Ho, The company was very hostile to the formation 

of the union, and they took a strike. 

At that time the Wagner Act had not been passed, 

or hadn't been recognised by the supreme Court, and the 

company wae under no obligation to recognise us. and we 

were forced to a strike, the issue of whleh was recognition 

of the union. 

Q, What did the workers do in the face of thst 

hostility by the company? 

A At the beginning the workers, those who had some 

idea of unionism, begsj. to meet together in small groups, ! 

discussing the question of the union, keeping the thing very ! 

quiet for a while until finally there was enough movement j 

in the Textile onion officially who began to come in and 

organise the plant, and then we got these X don't remember 

the name — consent cards. 

Q, Was there any secrecy at all about organising the j 
i 

union in these early stages? . . | 

I 

outline, very bad working conditions, very low wages. Tha 
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A Yes, In the early stages It waa neceasary because 

of the fact thst the company would have moved against the 

workers because the conditions in the mills were unstable. 

There was considerable fluctuating movement, snd we had 

quite a bit of what they refer to aa furloughing, calling 

people back, and the work in the mills waa very unstable, 

and what happened was since we had no seniority conditions 

or no seniority rights, the company would lay off whoever 

they wanted and they were not forced to call them back, 

and they could retaliate against the workers who had been 

shown to be supporting the union* Thst wss in the esrly 

stages*' 

Q wss there a atrlke in 1936? 

A Yes, 

Q And what was the issue? 

A It was the recognition of the union. 

MR. FLYHHt I object to this. Your Honor. It 

seems to me thst we are very far afield as to the issues 

in this case before ths Jury. 

THB COURTs I would have sustained the objection 

if it had been made as it seems to me to be immaterial. 

Q (BY MR, BUCHMAN) Bid the union win that atrlke? 

A Yes, It did. 

MR, FLYNNi X object to that. 

THS COURTi Sustained. 
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Q, (BY MR* SUCKMAlf) Bid you at that tint bacons an 

officer with th* union? 

MR, yi.YRHt Objection. 
THE COURTS R* may answer that. 

THE WITNESSJ Yes, I became nor* active In th* union 

after It waa organised, and X w** elected to n number of . | 

positions, fron shop committee nan which in th* Celanese, it , 

is th* lowest level of union officialdom up to department ! 
• : ... • . ' , i 

chairman or door tender in the union, warden, as it Is re** j 
f erred to, up to the president of the union.' - i 

; 
• This was over a period of yeara. j 

Q (BY MR. BUCHMAN) When were you elected preeident ! 

of the union? 
A I was elected president of the union twice, in 

1941 and 19^2. ! 
i 

C ' How many member* wera there in th* union when you j 

were elected president? j 

A Approximately 10,000 workers there, and nost of j 

then belonged to "the union* ; . | 

Q, Bid you continue to work in th* Celanese Corporation 

at the time you were pre*ld*nt of th* union? 

A Ko, I worked st that time for th* union whil* X , 

wa* recording s*cr*tary, warden, and so on, work*d in th* 

factory, but the presidency of the union required full tin*,' 

and under agreement with the company X had a leave of absence 
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for the two years when I was president. 

Q what were pour duties as president of the union? 

MR. PLYKKi X object to that, sir* 

THE COURT* Sustained. 

MR* BUCHMANi Your Honor, t an Just offering this , 

as baokground to show the development of the individual. 

THE COURTs It is always permissible to show baek- I 

ground material, Mr. Buchman, but I think we are getting Into; 

details whloh are not of that character. 

MR. BOCHMAM: All right, Your Honor. 

Q (BY MR,BUCHMAN) Bid you hold any other offices 

m the trade union movement? 

A On two occasions I was elected president of the 

Maryland and District of Columbia Union Council, that Is 

at thst time, which was an organisation of tbe Maryland and 

District of Columbia, and I think it is now Just Maryland. 

They separated. 
T 

Q How many members were there in this C.I.O. at that 

time? 

A I haven't any good idea* It was up in the hundreds! 

of thousands. I don*t know. 

Q Vers you president of the C. I. 0, State Council 

during the war? 
A Yes. 
Q As president did you engage in any activities in 
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i 

connection with the war effort? j 

A Yes, at that time,.a considerable part of our . ; 

- energies were directed in support of the war, and 1 partie- ' 
j 

ipated in meetings with .State and Federal Officials, and 

City Officials, in securing, in facilitating ths securing , 

of manpower in. the defense industries, - particularly in j 

- IBaltiaore, anrt alao In Western Maryland, Part of that was j ' 

directed to furthering the .enforcement of fair lsbor practices 

act It wss not an act, but it was a proclamation from the j 
j 

president to force the companies like Bethlehem steel Ship- i 

yard and Qlenn L„ Martin in Baltimore,' some of the biggest j 

ones, in Cumberland, like Kelly-Sprlngfleld to hire Negro j 
. i 

I -' workers* We were successful there, and alao as part of j 
. . . . • . . • • I 

that in furthering the 'war effort we forced ceianese j 

Corporation to hire Hegro workers, Ceianese for the first j ' 

time hired Hegro workers* • •' . ! 
• • • i 

I partielpattvd In th* effort* to *olv* th* trans- j 
portatlon problem, and at thst tine, ss you remember, there j 

. was a gasoline shortage, and I participated in Price Controlj 

enforcement end in various phases of the trade union move- j 
! 

; went participated in an effort to support the war. ' ! 
Q I want to direct your attention to a convention' j 

i 

of the C»X«Q« held in December 1 9 4 2 * Where was that held? 

A I believe it was held in Baltimore. ! 

$ ' Bo you know how many attended that convention? ! 
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MR, PLYRNs X ebjeet to that. 

tias COURT* Xeietaln tha objection. 

Q (BY MR. RUCRMftS) At the time you wara president 

of tha'C»X*.o,* were you a member of the communiat Party? 

A .'fhe lattor period, yea. 
< 

Q Mow, in eonneotlon with that convention of 19*2, ! 

did you make a report to that convention aa prealdent of the { 

C.X.0*? 

A Yea, I did. 

MR. F I I Y K K I X object. 

TRR COURT* sustained. 

MR. BUCHKAR* Xf Your Honor please, x would like 

to show that he made a report to the convention which con­

tained atatemente that were consistent with his poaition in 

the Communist Party, and I would like to offer that report 

in evidence,, sir. 

THS COURTS what year was that? 

MR. BUCHMAHt 1 0 2 , December 1942. 

THS COURTi X do not aee how reports made by him 

to some union, waa it? 
MR. BUCHMANt The State C. X. 0., Sir* j 

THE COURTt X fail to see that it is relevant to j 
• me to [ 

the ease, Mr. Buohman. it looks toA* immaterial. 

MR. BUCHMAHi Thia represente an expreaslon of his 

views in 1942 first, and secondly hla vlewa with respect to 

. 1 
. i i 
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th* charge made hy th* Oovemment. Th* Government made a 

charge with reapedt to concentration in thla ease, made a 

eharge In this case, and I want to offer his views as 

president of the C I. 0. in 19*2, which views were consistent 

with his position as a member of the Cosoatnist Party. 

THE COBRTt well, what la this report? Does it 

deal with his views as a member of the Communist Farty? 
i 

NR. BUCHMANi It deals with the subject of a union< 

THB COBRTi Thatls not the issue in thla oase. If 

the report deals with what his ideas wars at that time or 

the ideas of the Communist Party, X think it might be 

relevant« 

MR. BUCHMANt Except Your Honor* the Government 

has put in testimony that directly charges certain things 

with respeot to the Communist Fsrty with respect to Industry, 

and as I recall, there was a statement made by Mrs. Markward 

covering the steel industry, and 1 would like to offer 

this evidence with 'respect to that. 

THB COURffs If there is anything in the report 

with respect to the Communist Fsrty, I shall admit It. Xf ] 
• • • • 

there is nothing in th* report with respect to the Cossntnist! 
Party, I will exclude It. 

SR. BUCHMAN. Your Honor, I would like to mske an 
offer of proof. • 
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THK COURTt All right, Make It* i 
MR. BUCHMAHt You, may see this (handing document ' 

to Mr. Flynn), i 
Q. (BY MR. BUCHMAN) Mr, Meyers, is thia ths report, 

the President*a report to the Sixth Annual Convention of the ! 
Maryland and Piatrtet of Columbia Induetrial Union Council? 

A Yea. 
Q Did you make that report? 
A Yes* 
0, Does that report eontain your view* as president 

i 

of the C.x.o.? • i 
A Yea. 
q, And were you a member of the Communiat Party? • 
A Yea* j 
Q And were the views that were expressed by you 

i 
consistent with your views as a member of the Communiat Party! 
St that time? 

A Yea. 
MR. BUCHMANt x offer this in evidence. Your Honor* 
MR. FLYNNi x object to that. 
THE COURTt why do you think it is relevant to thia 

case? Can you read me anything in there thst la? 
• i 

THE vXTMESSt X don»t want to read the whole re­
port. Your Honor, but there is certain seetlona in there 
with regard to my views and my thinking at the time. 
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TBS COURT* Veil, read it. 

THE WXTHBSSt Let us aee if I can find a abort ona«| 

1 
Thar* ia a aectlon here* 

"Maryland's War Production Program," Paga 7t \ 
i 

"While it ia of tha utnoet importance to effectively 

eriticisa tha lank of a national Plan of total war 

mobilization *~ such critic lata ahould and must ba made 4 -

thia convention haa tha equally important job of planning 

haw labor can apply ita own energy and idea to help ' 
' • ' - •• . . . , j 

aolve the problem in thia area ourselves. That ia a 

more difficult task, and poaaibly leas enjoyable than 

the first, for it ia much eaaier to criticise than to 
i 

plan and carry out the plan. The manpower problem ia 
i 

our problem, xt la not a problem in the province of j 
i 

government or buslneae alone. Xt ia everyone*a problem* 
mm . i 

Can we any that/in organised labor have fully milled j 
• • i 
all our efforta to bring Hegroes into industry? Can j 
we aay that we in organised labor have thrown aside all 

of our prejudices not only against Hogroee but against ; 

the employment of womenj that we have not merely ncoeptf 
i 

ed their employment but have actually gone out to 

encourage and welcome it? can we say that we have done 

all that we can to gear our atate institutions, such as! 
• I 

schoola, to effectively train young men snd women to j 

take their places as rapidly as possible in industry? 
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We can, i f we.wish, point to all sort* of obstsnees | 

placed in our way* to the fact that some inatitutiona J 

have not learned to welcome labor** advice and sugges~ | 
• • 1 

fciona. But when we set out to organise the workers in 1 

! 

an industry,. do wo wait until the employer is ready to j 

accept orgsnisod labor «•-» * and then more along that | 
• i 

same line, Your Honor* | 
THE COURT*^ I do not see that it is in issue in ! 

i 

this ease. I fail to see it* 1 

MR. BUCHMAN i Your Honor, I would like to offer j 

it itt evidence* ! 

MB. FLYNNi X object to it. 

THB COURTS X sustain the objection to it. X do 

not see: the materiality from what' has bean ssid or from what 

has been redd. 

MB. BUCHMAN* Can 1 have it marked for identifies*-
tiont 

THE COURTS . Yes, if you lllee* 

<*Prn*ident*8 Report to the 
Sixth Annual Convention of 
the Maryland and District 
Columbia Industrial Union 
Council* waa marked Befen-! 
dents* Exhibit k for iden­
tification.) 

" . THE COURT$ This case does not involve any lasue 

as to trade unionism. 

" MR. BUCHMAHi X submit that this,'Your Honor, is 
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In connection with the defendants Intent and with reapect 

to certain backgrounds of tha eaae. 

THB COURT* Waa it atated in the paper anything 

with reapect to Communism? 

THE WITKESSJ Ho. 
J 

THS COURTi That ia what I understood, go ahead. 
i 

Mr. Buchman. 
$ (BY MR. BUCHMAH) Row did you happen to leave your j 

i 
poaition aa president of the union? { 

A I went in the amy in January 19*3. 

Q Did the union take any action regarding your leav-

• • • i 
ing? ; 

A I offered ny reaignatlon. X realgned fron all unlen 

offlcea and all the ecmmltteee I waa on and went into the I 

amy and at that tine the union took an expression when I 

went Into the amy. 

Q Xa thia the expreaaion of the union aa you refer tp? 
A Xt ia. 

MR. FLYNNi X object to it. 

THE COURTi X do not see the relevancy of it. Pass 

it up and let me look at it. 

Well, it la headed "Statement of Appreciation for 

George A. Meyers,w which waa adopted by the general membership 

of Local 1874, T.W*U»A« ' 
The laat line reada "He takes with him the God-
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speed end heartfelt good wishes of our membership, already 

represented by 1750 Local 187* workers in all branches of 

the armed forces.n 

Ths second paragraph reads i "we cossstnd President 

Meyers for his close adherence to, snd local support of, 

the Hatlonal C I. 0. objective; such ss, increased employ 

ment opportunities for the Negro, for women end for other 

groups against which discrimination as existed in industry," • 

X do not see thst that is relevant except the 

nature of it as indicated by what I have read. 

Q (BY MR. BUCHMAN: Was this expression made at any j 

particular occasion on your leaving for the army? 

A This was taken at a union meeting of the Local. 

There were several other affairs but this was a Local union 

meeting, 

MR, BUCHMAHs Xf the Court pleaae, I would like 

to offer it in evidence. 

THB COURTs X think X have indicated the nature of 

it and its relevancy to the evidence in the ease* 

MR. BUCHMAN s May X have It marked for identification? 

THE COURTS Very well. 

(Statement of Appreciation ror 
Oeorge A. Meyers adopted by 
Local 187* T.W.U.A. dated 
January 20, 19*3 «ae marked 
Defendants* Exhibit 5 for 
identification.) 

Q (BY MR, BUCHMAN) You ssy you went Into the army. \ 
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Hon long aid you eerve in tho amy? 

A X was In there almost thru* years to tha day. 

Q What branch of tha service of tha army? 

A A m y Air Pom*. 

Q what was your rank? 

A I want In a private and same out a oorporal. 

Q Wars you honorably dloohargod? 

A Yes. 

Q When was thst? 

A The latter pert of January 1946. 

Q Pld you get married while you were in the amy? 

A Yes. 

Q Are you still serried? 

A Still serried. 

9. What did you do after you left the amy? 

A After X left the amy, X took a oouple weeks off 

probably and then X went baok to work in the Celanese Plant 

in the spinning department. 

Q How long did you work st the Celsneae Plant? 

A X worked there until the early fall of 1947/ 

0. tinder what ciroumatances did yon leave the Celanesel 

Plant? 

A well, X had been thinking of the possibilities of 

asking advantage of the ll. X. Bill of Rights and so on, going; 

to school. However, that never naterlalised snd X left the 
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plant in tha early fall of 19*7 to go to the Rational Train- j 

ing Sohool that had been organised by the Coaaninist farty of | 

the United Statea. ! 
i 

Q Had yon Joined the Communist Party before you went ! 

to thla sohool? 
A I Joined th* CoesKinlst Fsrty in the fell of 19*2. j 

1 

i 
Q What had been your political afflliatlona before 

you joined the Cossninist Party? 

A I waa a Hew Dealer and native in the Democratic 
Farty* I 

i 
Q At that tin* when yon were active in the Democratic 

1 
Farty* what was your attitude toward Communism? 

j 

A At one period* X was not only sctlve in the 
I 

Democratic Fsrty sat when X first became active in the union,, 
j 

X was definitely anti^ommunlat. X had accepted the atories j 

that were put around about Communists and particularly as j 

had been lsbeled on the C.X.C* However, after a period of 

pears based on my own experience and education, X believed 
i 

in trad* unionism particularly and the use that the company 
1 

made of the Red scare. For instance, in 1938, the Chamber 

of Commerce in Cumberland or some such organisation brought 

In a so-esllcd minister by the name of Dan McNally who 

triad to wreck my own union there through Red baiting and 

X became aware that all this Red baiting nonsense was going 
1 
t 

on snd X begsn to change my views over s period of time snd 
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became closer to tho Comsunlst Party ami eventually Joined 

it. 
0. Ware there any books that had a besrlng on your 

decision? 
! 

A Ye*, in those years we were faced with many 

problems, the same as now. X am not saying we have any 

more than other workers have, but oomlng through the period 

of depression and beginning to organise the union and all 

kinds of discussion going on, particularly the business of 

Hod baiting! and X began to inquire in my own mind as to 

Just what things were all about and X began to read more 

than X ever had read, the history of the country, particular-* 

ly such writers as Thomas Paine, Thomas Jefferson, the early 

revolutionary writers of this country and X think it doesn't' 

go in the testimony but X will say agah, in 1938 X was 

chairman of the Educational Committee of the union and 

helped organise a library there snd we had a lot of booka 

sent in from all over the country from people who were in­

terested in helping workers* education and at that time 

among other books, Lincoln Steffen's book, which was dealing 

pretty much with muck raking. 

THE COURTt "The Shame of the City." 

THE WXTHBSSt "Autobiography*, snd I went to the 

public library and began to study there the books by Moore 

snd by other Utopian writers and while X had heard of 
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"Capital" toy Karl Marx, I did not rood it at that time, out 

X waa reading quite a hit, studying and trying to get an 

idea of how workers eould overcome the problems that faee 

then in their everyday life. 

Q (BY. MR. BtOTsAH) Are there any other apeeifio 

hooka that you reoall? 

A There were a lot of hooka at the tine. X retrnwher 

one that struck tie vary strongly was a hook hy Niks Gold 

"Genius Without Money % because there waa a lot of anti-

semitlsm in Western Maryland and a strong story around thesi 

because of the Jewish storekeepers and so forth* 
Q, Is that all? There were no other books you can 

i 

think of st this point? ' ; 
i 

A There were other books but X don't want to get ; 

into that* I 

Q was there anything in your family history which j 

had a bearing upon your attitude towards the Cossntnist Partyf 

A Prom the earlier days there had been talks in the ! 

family, particularly my grandfather Douglas, in the past, 

who had been a militant trade unionist and as X testified : 

earlier, was a member of an organisation misnamed the "Molly I 
i 

MmGuiresM and my mothepfs dad had been very active In the j 

struggle for the freedom of Ireland and there wss always the j 

reminiscence of those days and it was — those things 

stimulated my thinking as to how to bring about a social 
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• . ' ! 

Ofcftllg*. j 

Q Was thara anything that your work history caused | 

you to ohang* your opinion? j 

A Well, in ay work history, and also as t grew old«r j 
» 

and looking hack on ths day* of my boyhood in a small mining i 
I 

town, whero th*r* war* a lot of strik** and hard times be- | 

cans* th* hard times in th* cold region were long before th* I 

depression hit, and in my Job I begin to see we would fight ; 
i 

for wage increase* and pretty soon we would try to catch up \ 
i 

with the coat of living and on occasion we would be victorious*, 

] 

thing without striking, but at Celaneee it wasn't very often j 

in the first part of the union*a history there, and then j 

pretty soon we needed another wag* increaa* to catch up ; 

again'and in'-working conditions on th* Job, we were con* 
i 

stantly faced with the question of a fight against a speed- j 

up* The company was always trying to figure how to get more j 

work out of us, regardless of our physlcial ability to carry 

on our work, so there would be union grievances and so on 

and in many cases sit down strikes in the esrly days of the j 

union and we would either win a total victory, a partial j 
i 

victory, but the minute • we 'did, the company would demand j 
i 

that we turn out more production and. it was s never-ending i 
fight. We would win something one week and the next week j 

i 
the compsny would come back with another angle to speedup | 
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;! in another direction and X aaw it waa a constant struggle. 
ii With a union, there waft opportunity to struggle but without 
•s li the union there was no opportunity« With the union it wss 
| . • 

!;. possible to win tone victories but it was always one fight 
j | after snother. 

0, When you Joined the Communist Party, was it your 
|; belief thst it advocated force and violence? 
I! A He. 
, Q Did you Join it with the intention to overthrow 

the government by force and violence? 
A I did not. 
Q How. before you joined the Communist Party, had 

you formed sny opinions shout the source of violence in 
jj' social change? 

A Yes, both from beck in the old dsys snd my own 
experience* 

Q What were those experiences? 
A I learned both Ss s worker at the Ceianese Plant 

and s trad* union official thst every tin* working people 
tried to improve their conditions, they were met with 
violence in one form or another. How, my own exp*rl*nc* was 

ji in th* mills — 
THE COUXT1 X hardly think that la relevant, Nr. 

Buehman, Individual experience, which say have caused him 

, to become's Cossntnist* 
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THE WITNESSs Your Honor, X oan generalise. I 1 

had plenty of individual experience. 

THE COURTt Very well, generalise then. 

THE WITNESSi In tines of strike the companies 

would use such agencies as the Baldwin Phelps Detective 

Agency, which now has been outlawed, to try to break the 

strike, to club pickets and tear gas then and uae whatever 

means they could. Thay used provacsteurs in the union and 

sent them in to try to cause trouble in time of strike. At 

other times on the Job in industries, the company in too 

many occasions was ssloused about the working conditions, 

the health conditions in the mills snd the workers were 

forced of necessity of making a living to work under terrific-* 

ally dangerous conditions in the mines and mills whleh 

threatened their lives and in acme eases, through ill health 

and in other eases through carelessness on the part of the 

company, many workers were killed in the factories, mines 

and mills, and my experience aa a trade union leader waa 

with the fight of the Negro people for jobs and to get away 

from Jim Crow and in connection with that therm haa been 

violence in the form of Pollah brutality and further things, 

including the City ef Baltimore, especially the City of 

Baltimore* 

Q (BY MR. BUCHMAN) After you returned from the 

army, were you a member of any Communiat Club? 
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; A Yes, when Z eaae back Iwtnt late the Textile Club. ! 

ji Q There haa been previous testimony about a strike 

| of that union in 19*7* Bo you reoall who sailed that strike?; 
is ' i 

j MR, PXtYMJff X object. 

: THB COURTt I do not sou the relevancy of it. 

'; MR, BUCHMAHt The previous witness Bart let t, a 

|; oevernaent witness* referred to that strike snd made certain ! 
I* ' i 
: charges in connection with it snd X an offering this line 
;i in direct refutation of his charges. That is the only pur* ! 
li ' pose of going into this at this point. 
i j 

| THB COURTt X do not recall his evidence in any 
jj particularity along that line. I think he did sake a ; 
!i . . • • 1 

ii reference to the fact that there had been a strike. ' 
l| . •/ . . . . . 

!i MR. BUCHMAHt That is correct. On page 1238 of 
! the transcript, if I nay be indulged for a moment, X will ] 
i • i 
j find it* •! 
|| \ THE COURTt Yes, Indeed. . . ' 

• ! 

MR. BUCHMAHt It begins at the bottom of page j 
j . j 

|| 1336* and continues to .the «nd*: •• • j 
THB COURTs What is it that the witness said that 

i. you want to contradict? j !! .'. • " i 
MR. BUCHMAHt The witness tried to convey the 

i 

impression that this strike was inspired by the Communist j 

Textile Club and the purpose of it was to carry or entrench ! I ' ! 
: the Communist Party in the Textile Plant and so on, and I , 
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want to snow the exact situation of what the strike really 

did &nd the role played in that strike, if any, by the 

Textile Club of the eetexunlst Party. 

THE COURT* My recollection of the witness' testi­

mony was that his reference to the Communist Party was that 

it was a small numerical factor, but that they did try to 

bring about that strike. In other words, I think he used 

the word — I don't know whether he used the word inspired 

or not but that may have been the purpose of it, You can 

ask this witness, of course, whether the Communist Party 

inspired that strike. 

MR, BUCHMAH? I would like to aak him a few pre­

liminary questions to show the exact factual situation. 

THE COURT. It is perfectly all right to offer 

evidence which beera on a partleular point brought out by 

the Government but do not go into a discussion of strikes 

In general or thia particular strike except insofsr as the 

witness whom you are seeking to contradict attributed it to 

the Communist Influence. 

MRd BUCHMAHt I will confine my questions narrowly 

to Just that point, if Tour Honor please. 

q (BY MR. BUCHMAH) Who called the strike, by the 

way, Mr. Meyers? 

A The general membership of the union called the 

strike in 19*7. 



1689 

I Q How many men wont on strike? 
j A Everybody, about. 9500 workers at that time. ! 

i 

Q What were the circumstances that led up to the 

.strike, briefly? j 
A This was In the post-war period, In the beginning j 

i 

of inflation and the high cost of living and the workers | 

! were beginning to feel the pinch* They had spent all their ; 
i 

war bonds pretty much and a lot of the workers were young 
men who came out of tbe army and spent their bonus and so on I 

t 

and felt the need of a wage increase* In addition to that ~* 

MH* f W M t May it please the Court, does this 

man know this? What part did he have in it? I think we , 

ought to know that. j 

i 
THE WITNESS s I think 1 ought to establish and 

j 
t can establish It quickly, X was on the Negotiating I 

* 

Committee. ) 
i 

THE COURT* Just a minute, Mr. Meyers. X have an j 

objection from counsel. 

||' $ (By MH, BUCHMAN) what role did you play In that '• 

strike? > 

A I was a member of the Negotiating Committee of 

| the union 0 X was chairman of the spinning department and 

j X participated in discussions from time to time to begin with* 
i • • : 

At that time the management had ~~ the contract had run out and it was time to resume negotiations. 

i 
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$ Bid members of tho Textile Club of tho Communist I 

Forty participate In that strike? 

A They did. 

Q Was this strike inspired by the Textile Club? 
i 

A No, It wss inspired by the Ceianese Corporation. \ 

Q Just name the apeciflo issues thst the union raised! * 

meetings, Snd we had quite a long list of them. j 

A Time end a half for Sunday, longer vacations, paid 

holidays, better coverage on sick benefits and one of the 

primary reasons in addition to wage increases was additional 

pay for Saturdays and Sundays because at that time and now 

when workers have to work on Saturdays and Sundays, their 

l i f e , their home l i f e is broken up by being forced to work 

seven days a week with two days off in the middle of the 

~* ** 8 9 o n"n d te ~* " *tYMl>"b,MUM ! 
of the continuous production, but workers felt that if they 
had to work on Saturdays and Sundays? they should get paid 

extra for it. i 
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of £stes.s 

Did you say that? 

A I did not. 

3 Did you s&y anything like that? 

A I never eaid anything like that. 

BY 1H£ COURT: Who is fcstea? 

A He ia a guy that, worked at the plant with me, a 

fallow worker. I know him. 

Q (By Kr. Buohman) Did 

A At that time, I think he worked under me in the union 

He w a a one of the "Spinning Department" mercoera. 

Q, Mow, you have already told ua that you studied at 

the National Training School. Will you tell ua what month 

that was? 

A Yea. It was — I don't know the exact datea. It 

waa In October or November of 19^7. 

, <4 Now, under what clroumatancea did you come to go to 
j 

the National Training School? 

A Whan I same out of the Army and began further 

reading on the queation of Marxism-Leninism, the policies of 

the Communiat i-arty, I had expressed the desire to bo able to 

study further, to devote more time to their atudy so that I 

oould learn And develop my own understanding more deeply. 

<4 (ay Kr. auchman) Now, Kr. payers, a Government 

witness b/ the name of Harry Bartlett t e s t i f i e d , st transonipt 

Page 12i»6, you said: "After the revolution I will take oare 
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And when the National Committee of the i-arty organized Its 

Training Sohool, our dlstrlot here In Karyland, the Dlstrlot 

of Columbia, was granted the right, to send two people to the 

sohool. And I was elected by the District Committee along 

with Hiss Elsie Smith to attend that training school. 

THE COURT: What year was that? 

A The year of 19^7, the Fall of 1947. 

THE COURTt Where was the training sohool? 

A Held in Hew Y0rk City. 

THE COURT: The official sohool of the Communist 

Party, is that right? 

A That Is correct, sir. 

THE COURT: How many people attended It? 

A I don't know the exact number. 

THE COURT! Who taueht It? 

A Oh, it v/as George Sisklnd, waa one of the teachere. 

<4 (By Kr. Buchman) Did you know Ralph Long at that 

school? 

A I knew him Just slightly. And I reoognized hlc as 

he sat down here as a Government informer. 

Q Re testified that he attended mm that George Siakind, 

rather, taught that school, and as you have already stated. 

What was the course that Slskind gave? 

A Political economy. 

4 You took that course also? 

A Yes. 
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4 Did Mr. Siskind in thia course toaoh that the 

capitalistic system had to De overthrown by foroe and 

j violenoe? 
A He did not. 
4 Did he teach anything like that? 

A Certainly not. 

4 Ralph Long. Government witness, alao testified that 

Mr. Siskind taught that the working class would be driven to 

shatter the capitalists by foroe and violence. Is that 

oorreot? 

A Mr. Siskind never taught any such doctrine. 

4 Did he teach anything at all about the possibility 

of force occurring in the change from capitalism to socialism? 

A He did. 

4 What divi he teach on this aubjeot? 
A Well, hla teaohinga and the teaohlnga of the 

Communist Party on the queation of foroe and violence and the 

poaalble ocourrance in the transition or the change from 

a capitalistic economy to a socialist economy ia as follows: 

First, that there can be no beginnings of a change 

j onleas the majority of the people In this country want it. 

And it is our teaching that it hsa been the history of 

majority movements that the desired change ia peacefully, and 

that force and violence could stem from a ruling claaa who wanted 

to continue ruling, who did not want to relinquiah power. 

| And in this oase, it would mean big business. It would mean 
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a small minority of people who owned the factories, the 

mines and mills of this country. That the danger there was 

from this source that force and vlolenoe would come. • Now, we also taught that we did not want force 

and violence, and that it waa possible for the people to 

reatraln this small minority from committing foroe and 

violence, but there waa no guarantee. But if it did come, It 

would come from thia small group, and not from the majority 

of the people. 

Q> Were you taught any course in that achool that 

the only way Socialism oould replace Capitaliara waa by the 

uae of foroe and violence ? • A No. 

4 Now, after you left the National Training School, 

what did you do? 

A Shortly after I came back to Baltlnore, and I waa 

elected to — came to Baltimore, and waa elected to various 

offloea in the Communist Party. 

Q, Now, was thAt a matter of public reoord? 
A Yea, it was. 

4 Waa there any leaflet Issued at the time you became 

elected to the offloe, regarding your election? 

A What happened, I was interviewed by the press, both 

in Cumberland, that is near my home town, at daltirore. 

In Cumberland, a series of questions were presented to me, 

which I answered, and appeared in the press at that time. And 



we, the party, took that interview and put i t in th* form 

of a l e a f l e t . 

ii Ia thla that l e a f l e t , by the way? (Handing 

paper to wl tneas. ) 

A Thla ia i t . j 
i 

•k And how many o op lea of that were printed? 
i 

A Between twenty and twenty-five thousand ooplea 

were printed and distr ibuted in Baltimore, W a s h i n g t o n , and 

western Maryland. 

>4 To what aeotlona of the population waa that 

distributed? 
A Mainly to the working people. 

•4 Waa i t also distr ibuted and olrouiated to the 

Communist Party members'? j 

A Tea, s i r . A l l members of the Party got a oopy of 

the l e a f l e t . ' 

MR. BUCHKAN: I f the Court pleaae, X would l ike to 

o f f e r the l e a f l e t into evidence. 

MR. FLYNN: I object on the grounds It ia a 
j 

strongly se l f -serv ing document. I t la prac t i ca l l y what he 

haa t e s t i f i e d to Juat now, atating what he doea not bel ieve in , 

rather than what he doea be l ieve in . I do not aee where i t 

has any probative force at a l l , except being a se l f -serv ing 

document. ; 

%\R. BUCHMAHt Does Your Honor want i t ? 

THE COURT: What la the relevancy? What would be j 
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subject matter to this oase? 

ME. SUCHfcAtf: if the Court please, this represents; 

hia views on the subject, not only of force and violence, 

but the whole question of his Intent at the time he Joined 

the Communist Party, 

THE CuUilT: well, it ©ay be received. Overrule the 

objeotion. 

(Leaflet, "A Communist? — Yes, Indeed* 
was Marked Defendant's Exhibit 6.) 

£1 (By Mr. Buchaan) Will you take this, Kr. fceyera. 

THE COURT: I hope you won't find it necessary to 

read at length from that paper. 

KR. BUCHMAN: We will confine it to short portions. 

If the Court please, could I ask permission of the Court to 

have that passed to the Jury? 

THE COURT: Now, I think that will take unnecessary 

time to do that. But the Jury, of course, will be entitled 

at the proper time In this oase to see any and all exhibits 

they wish. But In the interest of reasonable expediency, I 

think that this is not the time to pass literature around to 

the Jury. 

'•Z (By Mr. Buchman) Now, Kr. Heyera, will you pleaae 
read the first page of that leaflet? 

A (Reading) "George Beyers Is a native Karylander. 

He v.*a bom in Lonaconing, Maryland, 34 years ago. Hia 

father w r s a coal miner, and so were his grandfathers. George 

Meyers worked for the Ceianese Corporation for fifteen 
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yeara. A worker, hlrself, he reprweenta an honor»ole 

heritage of hard-working, loyal union men. 

"George Meyers helped to build Local 1874 in the 

Calanese mill. Being a fighter, George fought for higher 

wages and better working conditions. An honest labor leader, 

| he oould not be bought off. The textile workers recognized 

his courage and sterling qualities and elected him twice as 

president of Local 1874, the largest labor union in 

Karyland. 

"He was also elected twice to the presidency of 

the Karyland-District of Columbia Industrial Union Counoll. 

In this position of trust and honor ha not only fought for 

higher wages, shorter hours, better working conditions and for 

independent political action; he also fought for the rights 

of Negro American workers to Jobs, and to end all forms of Jim 

Crow segregation. Keyera championed the oause of unity of all 

workers, regardless of race, creed, color, or polltloal 

'affiliation." 

There is one. I can read it further. 

Q Just read parts. Like "'Why a Communist." 

A This is in anawer to a question put to me by the 

newspaper men in Cumberland. 

"This action has been the logical conclusion to 

the experiences of my life. Ky father waa a ooal miner. Hy 

grandfathers were ooal miners. I come from a working class 

f&ir.lly. fcy early home and religious training emphasized the 
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dignity a n d equality of man — "Love thy n e i K h o o r . ' Upon 

.,raauntion from LaSaiie In 193^, I suffered three y^ara of 

unemployment. I had plenty of company, -finally, I vat 

employed by the Calaneae Corp. of America at 23-I/2 oenta 

per hour, eight hours a day, seven days a week, #11.50. 

I participated in every fight to Increase vages, and to 

improve conditions of employment at Gelanese, including ! 

helping to build Local 187**. I was rewarded by the workers 

with election to several Union offices, including committeeman, 

shop-ohairoan, warden, secretary, and president." 

Q Maybe we can shorten this. 

A It continues on. 
Q, I think this next question. 
A This particular section concludes: "I find that 

Instead of more demooraoy, we have less democraoy. Witness 
the murder a n d lynohlng o f hundreds of Negroes in the 

I South, since V-.J Day — the riese of anti-Semitism — the 
harrassment of the foreign born — the all-out attacks on the j 
Labor Movement — the curtailment of Civil Rights. 

"I have become fully convinced that I can best 
ij fight for Socialism, peaoe, and demooraoy through the 

Communist Party. For theae reasons I have become a Communist. 
The Party, i n return, hns honored m e by seleoting m e for a 
position of leadership in my own State of Maryland as State 
Labor Secretary with headquarters in Baltimore." 

Q Now, there i s a section, "Why Deny Membership.* 
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Communist Party?* 

"When the Communist Party Is guaranteed full 

rights in America, both by law and by practice, all our 

members will be only too proud to identify themselves with 

our Party. Because of the pr sent wave of witoh-hunting, 

red-baitlng, and discrimination, some of our members would 

suffer loss of employment and other forms of persecution, if 

they were openly to identify themselves as Communists." 

Q, How, there Is a part there marked "Foroe and 

Violenoe," is there not? 

A Yes. The questions "Does the Communist Party 

advocate overthrow of the u-overnment by force and violence?" 

The answer: "This despicable charged, aimed at us by 

Big Business and its agents, has oeen refuted a.ain and again. 

The Supreme Court of the United Statea haa ruled in our favor* 

Attorney General Tom Clark (no friend of ours) only 

recently h"d to admit under oath to tho un-American Committee 

(no friend of ours) that no Communist had ever bean found 

guilty of advocating the overthrow of the Government by force 

and vlolenoe. 

"The Communlat Party realizes that Socialism will 

come to America only when the majority of the people want It. 

That Is as it should ha. In reverse, we oppose American 

Capitalism, when it goes In to other countries and forces 

the removal of Communists from duly elected offices, as in 
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Fran©* and Italy, and fomenta civil war, aa In Greece and 

China.* 
i 

X think;i to make thia completely clear, it was 

lasued March 7, 1946. 

4 What Supreme Court ruling were you referring to you 

Juat read? 
i 

A I was referring to the Sohnelderman decision of , 

the Supreme Court. I think, to the best of my knowledge, 

the Supreme Court decided by majority opinion that the 
i 

Communist Party — 

THE COURT: I think, prehaps, it is inadvisable j 

to ask the witness to interpret an opinion of the Supreme ! 

Court. 

MR, BUGHKAtfl I merely wanted to provide his 

intention or knowledge, his understanding. 

THS. CCUKT: 1 know. 1 see what you are getting 

into, on reading that statement about the Supreme Court. | 
j 

The Jury may not understand at the beginning that the Supreme j 

Court of the United States has definitely ruled to the 

contrary. You are familiar with the case. j 

A Your Honor, this had to do with the Supreme Court, 
not with any individuals. j 

i 
Kil. BUCHMAH: If the Court please, the Supreme Court) 

i 
case, the last oase you are referring to, did not pass on the ; i 
sufficiency of the evidence. 

THE COURT: You are very well aware of that. Many ; 
i 

discussions have been held about that. The law is applicable j 



to the case. The Supreme Court of the united states has 

upheld as constitutional the Smith Aot. This statement, in 

1948, he is reading to the Jury is liable to be misunderstood 

by them, unless I Intervene and correct it. 

A Your Honor, if I oould speak as self-oounsel? 

THE COURT: It is not the time for argument. 

A All right. 

THE COURT: It isn* t necessary. 

MR. 5UCHKAS: All right. We will oease on that 
point, sir. 

Q (By Mr. Buchman) Is there any other portion of that 

that expressed your opinions at that tine? 

A Yes. There is a question: "Does not the Communist 

Party seek to destroy the U. S. Constitution?" 

The answer: "The Communist ?.">rty loyally supports 
the United States Constitution and fights for its progressive 
and demooratlc interpretation. 

""I quote from the Preamble of the Communist Party 
Constitution: 

"• The Communlat Party upholds the achievements of 

the American democracy and defends the United Statea 

Constitution and it8 5111 of Fights against Its reaotlonary 

eaemiea who would destroy demooraoy and populat liberties." 

"»We believe the Constitution should be further 
strengthened by amendments to Include fuller demooratlc 
guarantees."" 
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. 12 That Is tha conclusion of my answer. ; 

• 

% ' la that ail you wish to .read from that? 
A There is a further question: "What ia the Communist 

position on trade unions?* j 

Your Honor, there has been a whole number of 
\ queations. I haven*t read them.all. 

TW COCETs I think that is not material to the 

case. 
MB. 3CCBHAN: Except the Government has made an 

allegation of what it refers to as a *concentration,* their 

position with respect to trade unions. 

THE CCURf? If he is referring to that, he may read j 

it. j • • 

• 
A "What is the Communiat position on trade unions?" 

• 

• 

• 
A "What is the Communiat position on trade unions?" 

• • 
The answer: "We support trade unions whole heartedljy 

because they work to better the standard of living for the j 
. people. : We feel that it is a proved historical fact that the 

trade union movement is a bulwark for democracy, and the 
• 

Communist Party la proud of its record of supporting, building) 

and strengthening American trade unions.* ' i 
\" . . . .• . < 

Q, (By Mr. Buohman: Wow, do the opinions expressed in that 
leaflet represent your opinions and beliefs and understanding 1 • '.today? . I 

A '3!h«y do. : 
• i 

! • Q . How, do you now hold any office in the Communist ! j 
• 

Party? ! 

• • i i i i 
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A Yea. I am chairman of the rarty In Maryland and 

District of Colombia at thia cire. 

4 When were you elected to that office* 

A February, 1951. 

MR. BUCHMAHi If the Court pleaae, I ao ready to 

move Into another subject. If Your Honor wishes to take tho 

customary recess. 

THS CuUHT: You want what? 

KR. BUCHMAH. If Your Honor deelres to take the 

customary ten minute recess, this would bo an appropriate 

TH£ CuURT: Very well. If you would like it now, 
you may take it now. 

I want to get the date you became chairman in 

|| Maryland and Distriot of Columbia, in February, 1951( !• 

that right? 

A Yea, sir. 

THS COURft Very well. Members of the Jury, we 
will take a ten minute recess. 

(Thereupon, at 11:35 a.m.. there waa 
a ten minute recess taken, after whioh, 
the following occurred:} 
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Qws fie THS COuBT* You may proceed. 
Hdg 
11.45 

• * 
By Mr, BuohBiant 

i • Q Mr 6 Meyers, where are th© headquarters of the 

Communist Farty of Maryland and the District of Columbia? 

A 220 North Liberty Street, air. Zone 2, Baltimore, 

Maryland. 
Q, la that an off lee building? 

A Yes. 
Q Does the name of that organization appear publicly 

in this building? 

A it appears on the first floor. • Q Now, is the Communist Party of Maryland and the 

Dlatriot of Columbia Hated in the phone book in Maryland? 

A Yes, the phones are listed all the time. 
Q And Washington slso? 

A In Washington the headquarters of the Communist 

Party are In a public building, and the phone there is in 

the phone book. 

Q While you wars an officer of the Communist Party 

of Maryland and the District of Columbia, has that organisa­

tion held any public meetings? 
w A Yes. we hare held a number of publle meetings. 

Q Do you recall a public meeting held of the Com* 

munist Party in February 19*8? 

A Yes. 
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Q Where WAS It held? 
A Workmen's Circle Hall, I think. 
Q what is the address of the Workmen's Circle Hall? 

} 

A I t is on East Baltimore Street. 

Q what was the occasion? 

4 V . U . ° W « . U 1 « Mr.7o.fr, otelnu o f our tmrit 

nationally, cane in to sneak, and Miss Blsle Smith who had 

seen Hegro trade union organiser and myself spoke for the J 

first time as elected officers of the Party. 

Q. How many people — | 

A It was Pebruary 19*6* I think. ! 

$ How many people were there? 

A About these or four hundred. 

Q Was that meeting open to the public? 

A It was. I 
i 

Q Do you know what the topic of the meeting was? i 

A A number of topics were discussed. At that time 

the elections were discussed, and the need of fighting for 

passe, and X spoke about the need for unity In the labor j 

movement* 

Mr. Foster had just returnsd from a trip abroad, 

and ho dealt with his trip. 
Q, was this meeting announced in advance in the publid 

press? 
A it was. 

http://Mr.7o.fr
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Q, What other efforts* If any, were made to obtain 

an audience?' 1 

i 
A We distributed leaflets throughout the City wherewejr 

we could. 

Q How, was this lesflet distributed in eonneotlon 

with that meeting? 
A That was one of the leaflets distributed. 

Q Do you know what quantity or what number were 

issued? 

A At that time we usually issued leaflets in qu*nti~ 

ties of 10,000, and X don't know whether there was an ad­

ditional number. 
MR. BUCHMAHt I would like to offer this In evldencje, 

Your Honor. 
(Loaflet "Mass Rally, Sunday 
February 29, 1 9 * 8 was marks* 
defendants* Exhibit 7 - } 

q, (BY MB. BUCHMAH) Would you read this leaflet, 

with Your Honor's permission? | 
• ' ! 

A It is headed "Mass Rally," and the speakers, ! 

William Z. Poster, George Meyer*, and Blsie H. Smith. It J 

was held at ths Workmen(s Circle Hall, 2 9 Beat Baltimore I 

Street, Sunday, Pebruary 2 9 * 1 9 * 8 • It was held at "workmen*i 

Circle Hall, 1029 B. Baltimore Street, Sunday, Pebruary 29th| 

1 9 * 8 . doors open at 2 p« m., Admission 40c! (Tax included), j 

Sxcellent Program.n \ 
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It ha* underneath that tha following printed f 
• • I 

• "People of Baltimore* I 

"Bally to defeat the parties of reaction, deprea- j 

•ion. high prices *• segregation and war* j 

"Rally in support of the Progressive Party of Henry! 

A. Wallace *- the Party of Peace. Prosperity. Equality and ! 

Security. j 
j 

"Hear the inspiring story of the glorious victory j 

of Labor and the People in the Congressional election in Hew 

forte city. ! 
"Negro and White workers! Unite for peace, 

$m$eiim$g higher wages, the smashing of Jim Crow in Baltimore. * 

•.And it ends* "The Feople** Kerch is on for Victors' 

Ih 19*$!" gigneds ^Communist farty of Baltimore, 220 N# 

liberty'Street J?lasm 3842" phone number. j 
j 

Q (BY KR. BUCHMAN) Now, do you recall a publle meet4 i 
ing held by the Communist Farty .in February 19*9? j 

the 

A Yes, there was a meeting held/following yesr. 

Q. Where was that held? 

A At the same place* • • 

Q What was the occasion for that meeting? 

A I t was the celebration of Negro History Week, and j 
also it was a meeting to honor a member, Elsie Smith, who j 

i 

had died while chairman of the I'arty in Washington, x>. c. j 
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Q How many mere there at that meeting? 

A I would aay about the same number. 

Q was that an open: meeting? 

A Tea. 

Q Who spoke at that meeting? 

A Mr. Fettle Perry. He was chairman of the Hegro 

Commission of our Party nationally. He ia an outstanding 

leader of the Hegro people. He had been active in the 

Communist Party for a number of years. He is s leader of 

the Party. 

Q Were there any other speakers at that meeting? 

A yes. I spoke st that meeting, and other of the 

defendants spoke. 

Q Bo you recall — 

A Mr. Pannkfeld spoke. 

Q Do you recsll the subjects on which they spoke at 

that meeting? 

A Well, the subject of the meeting In addition to 

being a tribute to Miss Smith were sgaln the role of the 

Hegro people and the fight they themselves had made to free i 

themselves from slavery, and the role of the white abolitionist^ 

in that period dealing with the whole question of ths history 

of the Hegro people. 

I spoke specifically on the need of Hegro and 

white unity and dealt with past experience in Maryland where 



there had been Hegro end white unity achieved particularly 

during the period of Reconstruction and the benefits that 

resulted to the Hegro workers snd particularly to the white 

workers because of thst unity, 

a Bo you recall what Kr. prankfeld spoke about at 

thst meeting? 

A Mr. Frankfeld dealt mainly with the tribute to 

Miss Smith, if X remember correctly, 

Q How, was this meeting announced in advance in the 

public press? 

A Xt was* 

$ Here leaflets distributed in advance of that 

meeting also? 

A Yes * 

Q Do you know how many? 

A X don't remember exactly* We got out as many as 

we could and distributed them. 

Q, is this s copy of the leaflet, one of the leaflets 

used ia connection with -that meeting? . ! 

A This is one of the leaflets. 

MH, BUCHMANs If Your Honor please, I would like to 

offer this in evidence. 

THE CLKRKs Exhibit 8. 

(Leaflet BHegro-White Unity*; 
dated Sunday, Pebruary 12th 
was marked Defendants1 

Exhibit 8.) 
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Q, (ST MR O BUCHMAN) Mr. Meyers, would you road thia 

leaflet to the Court and .Jury? 

A The leaflet ia headed *Negro-White unity" and the 

following proposals were made. "For Jobs and Higher wages, 

for Belief and Publle Works, For Fair Employment Practices 

and Equal Rights, For Decent Housing, For Peace and Democracy 

Those were all questions thst we were for. 

Then against t 

"Against BTC —• Against The Baltimore Tranalt 

Company Fare Steal, Against *?lm Crow, Against the Taft-

Hartley Law, Against Slums* Against War and Fascism.* 

Then it goes on further in large print "Mass Rally, 

Elsie Smith Memorial, First Anniversary of Death of an 

Outstanding Negro Communist, Woman Labor Leader in 

Baltimore in conjunction with Negro Hiatory Week, Learn 

of the Great Contributions of Negro Americana to our 

State and Country* 

"Sunday, Feb. 12th, at 6 P.M. {Lincoln*s Birthday), 

at workmen*a Circle Hall, 1029 E. Baltimore Street. 

"Prominent Local and National speakers, excellent 

musical program. 

"General Admission 50c* (Tax included.) Students 

and Youth 234 (tax included) Unemployed Workers 

Free Admission." 

And then a quotation from Abraham Lincoln; 'True 
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democracy makes no enquiry about ths color of tho 

skin, or place of' nativity, op any other similar 

oSroumstances of condition.* 

Then signed — *Issed by. CosBtunist Fsrty of 

Baltimore, 220 no Liberty" and the phone number 

"Plasa 3842." 

q (BST MB* BUCHMAN) Nov, was there any other liter­

ature besidea this leaflet distributed advertising this 

meeting? 

A Yes, there was.other literature. 

MR* PX.YRN? If Tour Honor please, I do not see 

the point of all this accumulation, |ust announcing a 

meeting. I do not want to cut him off, but I do not aee 

any point to putting all this in* 

THB COURT* Aren't the two you slresdy have in 

evidence explanatory? 

MR* BUCHMAH* Your Honor, ay only purpose is to 

show the public nature of the meeting and the efforts made 

to advertise the meeting to the public and the non-secrecy 

of the method of procedure* 

THE COURW well, I don't know that there has 

been any evidence to the contrary. 

MR* BUCHMAH} Well, I think there were certain 

conclusions made* 

THE COURT* do ahead* I do not see the necessity 



1712 

j of putting to much in # but if you want to do it, go ahead. | 

j MR. BUCHMAN* It will only take a half minute. ! 
i i 
ll Q, (BY MR. BUCHMAN) le thia a copy of the card that i 
1 I j you had advertising that meeting? j 

A Yes. 

j Q How many of those were circulated? ! 

| A About five thousand. 

MR. BUCHMAN: I offer this in evidence, Y ur Honor j 

THE CLERK. Exhibit 9. j 

(Card entitled "Hell, Bomb \ 
or yeaee" to be held at j 
workmen's Circle Hall, j 
Sunday Feb. 12th, marked j 
Defendsnt*' Exhibit 9.) i 



H Pleaae read that to Hla Honor and tha jury. 

A Your Honor. I road these thins* because it not 

only exposea -

THIS COURT: ho, thia ia not the time for that. 

You are aaked to read It. Xf you wiah to read it, you may 

do ao. 

A It ia headed. "Hell-Bomb or Peace?- with the "H" 

being thick. "Peoples** .elf are or -all Jtreet'a Prof ita? 

Get the Answers at the Rally. Sunday, February 12, at 

8 P. M* Elsie Smith Memorial and liegro History Week, 

workmen'e Cirole Hall, 1029 £• Baltimore street, General 

Admiaalon 50c - Unemployed Free. Aueploeo - Communist 

Party of Baltimore, 220 N. Liberty -t." 

(By Mr. Buohman); Asa thia meeting reported in 

the public press? 

A Yes, it was reported. There waa s reporter 

there, Ss at other public meetings. 

•4 Mr. May e r a , 1 do not want to take up any more 

time aaking about individual meetings. Have there beam 

any other public meetings to your knowledge held by the 

Communist rarty of Maryland and the District of Columbia? 

A There have been other publlo meetings where so 

notified the press and issued leaflets inviting people to 

attend. 

4 In whet cities were those meetings held? 
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A In Baltimore and -ashlngton, D.C. 

vi Has tha Communist Party made efforts to attract 

aa many people aa possible to those meetings? 

A They have. 

t * Haa the Communist Party here from time to time, 
while you were en officer, taken any radio time? 

A Yes, we have had radio time on ocoaalon and 
presented our views in that manner to the public. 

vi Do you recall what atatlona, radio stationa, you 
appeared on? 

A I can rcjrember the stations - I forget the 

number. One is on North /.venue in the Center Building. 

I think I spoke there a couple times and I spoke several 

times in Cumberlond, Maryland, over the radio. 

<i Do you recall what the subjects were? 

A A couple times I spoke on questions of civil 

rights, civil liberties and in Cumberland on one oocaeions 

it was in the form of a speech when 1 became the leader 

of the Party. It dealt with the general program of the 

Communist Party affecting specific issues at the time we 

secured radio time. 

VI Has the Communist Tarty, while you were an 
offioer, distributed leaflets other than I heve ahown you? 

A Yes, we hove distributed whole numbera of 
leaflets on all aorta of subjects*-
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1 7 1 3 

14 Have you any idea ef the over-all quantity, the 
total? 

A So, I havo ao Idea. Tono aad tens of thousands, 
hundreds of thouaande actually vera distributed la ell 
parts of the elty. 

<4 Save you, as aa of floor of the Cosniuaiet Farty* 
appeared before any legislative committees? 

A Tee* I have appeared bedore State committees, 
the City committees, ea e auejbar of subjects* I appeared 
in company with Mr. frankfeld in the legislative hearing 
in Annapolis in favor of the eoldlere' bonus. I appeared 
ia opposition to the increase in the price of milk and 
other committees. I appeared In favor of rest control, 
price control. I spoke oa s whole number of issues 
whoa tbe opportunity presented Itself before theae bodies. 

<i I psas to another subject aov, Mr, keyere. Is 
there any document which governs the structure of the 
Communist Party end the rights of the members? 

A Yes, it is tbe Constitution of the Communist Forty 
of the United States of America. 

m X ahow you this document snd aak yea to Identify 
that? 

A it la the Constitutiea of tbe Coemunist Party, 
ot the Communist Party of tbe United States of America, cad 
it is published by the communist Farty u. end the 
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date le October,194©, 

'4 le thet the latest constitution in exiatance at 
this time! 

A Yes, this Constitution followed along the sane 
lines aa the 1945 Constitution which Is in evldenee, with 
acme minor adjustments, end see re-adopted at the I960 
Convention of the Cnmcaunist Party thst was held in Hew York 
city. 

^ Can you read us those sections of the Constitution 
which govern or relate to the structure of the Communist 
P arty? 

A Yea, it is Article VI "Structure*. 

"Section 1. The basic organization of the Party 
Is the Club which shall be organised on a chop, 
comunity or industrial basis. 

"The officers end executive commit tees of the 
Clubs shall be elected by the membership by a aecrct 
ballot once a year. . . 

"The Clubs shall meet regularly and ah all 

establish appropriate committees under the direction 

of the Club gxesutive Committee* 

"Section The State organisation shall comprise 

all clubs in one State and shall have the power to 

^establish all neoeaaary subdivisions such aa county, 

city, or section organisations and committees. 
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*Tne highest 'body °£ the State organisation ia . J 

. 1 

the State Convent 1©% sbieh shall convene at least j 

once every two years aaa be composed of' delegatee 

elected by tbe conventions' of tbe subdivlslona of tbe 
i 
t 

Party or by the Clube in the atata. The delegates j 

shall be elected on the baais of numerical strength. j 

Selegatea to the state conventions ah 111 have been j 

members of the tfarty in continuous good standing for 

at least ̂  one year* 
, "The State Convention shall elect by secret j 

ballot end.majority vote, a State Committee. A member j 
i 

to be eligible for election to the state Committee I 

shall have-beta lb eontianotts good standing for at j 

least two years. The State Committee has tha respond* 

fcillty to carry out the Convention decisions snd 

direct the activities of the State organisstios between 

State Conventions. 

"The Stats Committee shall elect from among its i 
j 

members a Chairmen, snd each other officers and \ 
• I 

committees as it decides upon. Theae shall all be j 

responsible to the State Committee, 
"Special State Conventions may be called by 

either a majority vo$e of the State Committee, or upon 
writttn request of Club srepresent lag one»third of the j 
membership of the State* j 



*3eetion 9. District organizations aay ba 

established by ths National Conalttse. *here thsss 

cover tiro or more states, the State Committees shell 

be under the jurisdiction of the District Committee, 

eleeted by and representing the Farty membership of 

the States composing these districts* The rules for 

convening the Dletrlet Conventions and the election 

of leading committees shell be the same as those 

provided for the State organisation 

"amotion: 4* In matters of s local, state or 

district naturee the'clubs, section, county, State 

and District Committees have tbe right to make 

decisions within the limits of the general policies 

and Constitution of the Party enS its Convention." 

k Have you finished'? 

A There are two more short sections* 

"Section &* Ail officers and leading committees 

of the Party, from the Club Executive Committees to 

the highest committees, shall be eleeted either 

direetly by the membership or through their eleeted 

delegates. Committees and officers must report 

regularly on their activities to the body which 

elected them.* 

• finally', on the question of local organization: 

"Section o. Any Party officers may be remoged 
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at any time from thair posit ion by a majority ro to 

of the body union elected them, or by the Committee 

to which they are responsible . " 

That deals with the struoture of the Party on 

a d i a t r i e t l e v e l . 

4 MR, BUCRm.fi : I do B3t be l i eve I have of fered 

thla in evldenee. I would l i k e to o f f e r thla Constitution 

In evidence. 

IConstitution of the Communlat Party 
of the United Statea of America marked 
Defendant*a Exhibit 10.) 

MR. BUGBKAH: I f e e l 111, Your Honor, and 1 

wonder i f I could be exc&aed for about f i v e minutes and 

l e t Mr* Wright take over the examination. 

THE COURTJ Vary w e l l . 

<i (By Mr. Wright):Mr* Meyers, what i s the highect 

authority o f the Communist Forty prescribed in the 

Constitution? 

A The highect authority of the Communlat Party la 

the Hatlonal Convention. It la the body by which the 

po l i c i e s under which the Communist I'arty operates are 

established or gunes the a c t i v i t i e s of the -Party. 

vi Howoften does the convention meet? 

A Every two years* 

* w i l l you t e l l us how the delegates are selected 

to tbe convention? 

http://BUCRm.fi
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The delegates ere selected in the following 

manner. First* the clubs select delegates to the State 

or District conventions. These are clubs that have 

been described in that section of the Constitution which 

| I read, and from this State Convention delegates to the 

national Convention are elected by secret ballot and 

majority vote. 

H ifho carries on the business of the Party between 
conventions? 

A The national Committee of the Party is responsible 
! between convent lone. i . i 
I t* Will you describe the structure end functions 
j of the-. National Committee? 

I A The National Committee is eleoted by the National 

! Convention, again by secret ballot and by majority vote, 

as are the National Officers of the Party, They are 
j 

j selected from.the delegates present and they meet regularly 

j over a period of two years. Between meetings, it ia their 

duty to carry out and implement the rolioiea adopted at 

the National Convention held and In no way can they change 

| such policies. The only way such policies can be changed 

j le by calling a Special National Convention. They are 

strictly an organisation to carry out and implement the 

i policies adopted at the convention. 
Does the National Committee meet regularly? 
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• i 
i 

A Yes, through tho years* 

" u How many member* doea i t have? 

A * I t haa at this t i a e , X think, 18 regular members 

and 9 a l ternate members« 

si la there e Hat ionel Board? 

A • Yes , 

«*' What "is i t a function? ! 
i 

A The nat ional Board ia e lected by the nat ional 

Committee, I t i s a smaller body -and i ta duties are to 

carry out the po l i c i e s of the Communist irarty as established, 

at the convention on a day-to-day bas is . How, the reacon 

f o r this ' i s that the Hatlonal Committee members come from 

a l l parts of the country and they can not possibly meet 

every day, ao that in order to carry out the day-to-day 

work of the Party, the national Committee e l e c t s th is 

Hatlonal Bosrd from i t a own members* 

• h: • •(By ifiLu' Buchman) j By the way, Mr 0-Meyers, did 

you read th is sect ion of the Constitution which defines the ' 

r i ghts and duties of a member? 

A Mo, X haven*t. A r t i c l e XT ia headed "Bights 

and Duties of Members. 

S e c t i o n 1. svery member of the l e r t y who i s in 

good standing has not only the r i gh t but the responsi­

b i l i t y to part ic ipate in the making of i t s po l i c i e s 

and in the e lec t ion of its leading committees, 



officers end delegates la tbe manner provided for In 

this Constitution. 

"Section 2. After thorough discussion In any 

Club, Committee or Convention, decisions are made by 

e majority vote of those In attendance, end all 

members are duty-bound to carry out such decisions. 

"Section 3. Party members disagreeing with any 

decision of a Club, Section, County, otate or District 

Committee have the right to appeal such decision to 

the next higher body until they reach the National 

Committee and the National Convention. Decisions of 

the Natland Convention are final, tfhile the appeal 

la pending, members ahfill edhere to the deciaion aires 

rendered. All appeals should be heard by the 

respective committee within 30 dsya. 

"Section 4 . In pre-conventIon discussions, 

members have the right and Cuty, within the Party 

organization, to dlacuaa aay end all Party pollolea 

and tactics, th«» right to criticize the *ork and 

composition of all leading committees, the right to 

participate fully in the discussion in the Party press 

or any other designated publiestlona. 

"Section 5. In accord with the principles of 

democratic centreliam, end in accord with Article VII, 

Scotion 7, Communlat Party members shall be Involved 
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C 11 In the formulation of major policies ad shell hare 

the right and duty to examine the execution of • policies. 

"Section 6. Communist Party members, in accord 

with the provisions set forth in this Constitution, 

have the right to be nominated ana eleeted to all 

offices or oommitteea. 

"Section 7. The members of a Club, by majority 

vote, have the right to recall any of the Club officers 
or committees. 

"Section 8. A Party member shall have the right • to prefer charges against any other ember of the 

organization in aeoord with Article VIII, Section 6„ 

Any member who has been subject to disciplinary action 

has the right to appeal to the next higher body up to 

the national Convention. Appeals to the Notional 

Convention shall be heard by a Committee eatabllahed 

for such purposes by the Convention. 

"Section 9« Members are obligated to fight with 

ell their strength against eny and every effort. 

whether it comes from abroad or frora within our 
w country, to destroy the rights of labor and the 

people, or to impose upon the United -tatea the 

arbitrary will of any group or party or clique or 

conspiracy, thereby violating the unqualified right 
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12 of the majority of tha people to direot the destinies 
of our country, 

"Section 10. All members shall strive to 

acquire an understanding of the fundamentale of 

Marxism, to explain the policies of the I arty and the 

principles of Socialism, and to apply Communist 

consciousness, understanding, reoponaibllity and 

initiative in their work and activity. 

"Section 11. It shall be the obligetlon o f all 

Party members to struggle againat all forms of 

n a t i o n a l oppression, national chauvinism, discrimina­

tion snd sofretatlon, against all ideological 

influences and practices of barbarous "racial" theoriaa 

such as white chauvinism and anti—^emitiam. It 

ahall be the duty of all Party members to fight for 

the full social, politicel and economic equality 

of the isegro people and promote the unity of the 

Kegro and white people aa essential for the advance­

ment of t h e i r common interests. 

"Section IS. A l l members shall be required to 

belong to t h e respective trade unions to which they 

I ere e l i g i b l e , and to promote t h e beat interests of 

the members of any organization t o which they belong* 

'Jeotion 13. A l l members eligible ahall 

register and vote in the elections for public officea. 
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"Section 14. The Party shall give full aid IA 

the acquisition of 0. s, citizenship to those of 

lte members who. beeeuee of unjust sad undeaoeratle 

laws and practices, are deprived of this right. 

H (By Mr. Buohman) Ia tbe Communiat Party divided 

into districts? 

A Yes • 

^ What Is the highest authority of the Commualst 
Party within each dletrlet? 

A The Distriot Convention* 

<i How are delegates to tho District Conventions 
oho sen? 

A AO I have described in the party constitution, 

in this district, as In other districts, the olubs meet 

and on the basis of the size of the membership, they elect 

delegates to the coaventloa by aeeret vote and majority 

vote. 

4 who carries on the business of the Communist 

Party between the Distriot Conventions? 

A The Distriot Committee. 

h that la the Dletrlet Committee of Maryland, for 

Inatanee, in your own words? 

A The District Committee in Maryland is the 

committee eleeted at the District Convention to carry out 

the policies established at that Convention, to carry out 
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the polioies and program of tha Communlat Party In thla 
district. 

14 Is membership on tha Diatriet Committee a full 
time, paid job? 

A No, it la people elected who meet regularly but 

not daily or weekly. 

H Doea it me&e policy decisions., 
the Diatriet 

Committee? 
A m%i all policy In the Party ia established at 

conventions and the aame as National, if there ia any 

club, if there la any need for change in policy, it would 

here to be done by the calling of a Special Convention. 

Si A'hut is the Diatriet board? 

A The District Board la a small body of people 

elected by the Diatriet Committee to carry out the day-to­

day activities of the iarty in the diatriet. 

<i Uow are lta membere chosen? 

A Elected by majority vote of the Diatrlot 

Committee, secret ballot. 

<4 What are the functions of a Diatriet Board? 

A The Diatrlot Board meets regularly, frequently, 

to carry out and implement the policiea aet at the diatriet 

convention, and to guaantee that the Party functions, that 

the program of the Party la carried out on a day-to-day 

baaia. 
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% Bow ere tho National Officera of tho Cosmonlat 

Party oho sea? 

A Thay are chosen hy secret ballot at the National 

Convention* 

<4 Hoe are the officers of the District chosen? 

A They are nominated and electee by secret ballot 

at the District Convention. 

<4 What ia the relationship between the District 

Organiser or District Chairman end the National Officers? 

A The District Organiser or Chairman consults with 

the national leaders, attenda meetings, which are referred 

to in the Communist Party aa plenums, which are in large 

meetings or diaeussions for carrying out policy and on 

such occasions it is the jab of the District Organiser to 

transmit hia thinking to the National leaders, to get 

their thinking on the general work of the Party and 

specific policies and program under discuss! on. In other 

worda, we dlaouaa with them what we are thinking and they 

tell us what they think and together we work out an 

application of the policy. 

*i Shen you aay "They tell ua what they think*, does 

that mean you get it directed and consequently follow it? 

A No, it would be impossible for an organisation 

to work In that faahion. First, any policiea are adopted 

by the Convention and In carrying out thoae policiea, it 
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is neoesaary for tbe freest discussion of policies between 

tbe leaders of national and local levela, and thla Party 

doea not function by directlvea. 

S Can you tell us what your understanding af the 

term "democratic oentrallam" meena? 

k Tea, I oan explain it briefly what my thinking 

la. It la a combination of worda to begin with that 

Government informera tried to place upon their definitions 

to make It sound very omenouc. Democratic centralism Is 

alply thla$ It la a form of organisation within the 

Communlat Farty by which the thinking and deairea of the 

membership of the Party are moat quickly gathered and most 

quickly put into action. That is the meaning of democratic 

eentrnllam. It goea much further. It goea much beyond 

that. It la a method of organization by vthioh the Party 

members In the clubs, in the sections, in the district, can 

react aa most quickly to the day-to-day problems with which 

they are faced, the day-to-day programa that the Party 

undertakes and, on the other hand, It le a form of organize 

tlon by which thla thinking can be moat quickly put into 

action. 

vt la there room for democratic dlaeueal on and 

criticism within this principle of democratic centralism? 

A That ia the baaia on which the Party la 

organized and It la celled "democratic oentrallam". «hat 
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i t means i s that in each section of the Party, whether i t 

he the i r Club, to the National Committee, there la the 

fu l l e s t discussion on any and a l l problems, Any member 

of any section of the Jarty haa the r i gh t to express his 

or her opinions, to make proposals, how they should be 

carried out, and then by majority vote a deeleion i s 

arrived at and once that majority vote i s deoidad, then 

i t i s the duty of every member of the Party to carry out 

the decision of the majority, which goes for a club or f o r 

a National convention and for a Rational Committee, 

D la t r l e t Committee end any sectl on of the Party* 

w. I ahow you Government Exhibit 21. 1 think i t Is 

en t i t l ed , "On the Struggle Against Kevisloniam". The 

a r t i c l e I am showing you i s a report , is i t not, by John 

Williamson ent i t l ed , "The Reconstltution of the Communist 

Party" and that ia a report to the Special Convention of 

the Communist P o l i t i c a l Association held in New York, 

July 26-28, 1940, which reconstituted the Communist Party 

of the United statea of Amerlea* 

MR. (mmiii What page? 

i,,Ro BUCHLtfi: Page 78. would you read that 

section whioh begine, "Democratic Centralism", juat that 

one paragraph. 

THE WITNESS: There are one or two paragraphs. 

This section of the report deals with democratic central lam. 
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Is so headed aacd Mr. .illiamaon's report continues: 

"Because ve erred ao Heavily in neglecting the 

tiute-tested Communist principle of democratic 

centralism, ve must emphasise that these prinolplee 

are embodied In Articles VI and VII* let me reatate 

briefly our concept of democratic centralism. 

"Democratic centralism la the method of function­

ing of tho Communist organisation which combines 

maximum democracy in the shaping of policy and the 

elsetlon of all leadership with sufficient eentr llsa-

tlon of committee authority to guarantee Immediate 

reaction to problema and epecdy mobilization of tbe 

entire membership end organization around the 

fulfillment of key tasks. Democratic oentralism 

thua guarantees that all leading committees are 

elected by the membership and all basic problems are 

discussed an shaped by the membership. The elected 

leadership has the responsibility to report systems* 

tleally to the membership on the actions and decisions 

taken by the hither committee. But once decisions 

are made in the higher committeea, these decisions 

become the line of activity for the membership ao o 

whole." 

H Head the next short paragraph. 

A "Centralisation »ith formal demooraoy can never 
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; If be successful. The fusion of democracy and 

centralism can only be achieved on the basis of • constant common activity and struggle of the entire 

membership of the Party, operating through oluba 

where general policies ar discussed end elaborated 

to meet the specific conditions and problems of that 
area." 

This is. I think, a report given in 1W5. 

It deals with one of the fundamental methods of organisa­
tion of the Party. 

<4 Can you name some other typea of organizations • in which your experience indicates that the principles 

of democratic ocntrallam are advocated* 

ItfU yiXHM: I object. I don't know what that 

haa to do with this eaae. 

TEE COURT: It seems to be irrelevant. 

MR. BUCHMAH: If the Court please, if I may ba 

heard just briefly, the Government has singled out thia 

theory of democratic centralism as being somewhat unique 
In tha Communist Party and has sought to attach a certain • connotation. If we can establish that this is not a 

principle unique in the Communiat Party, but is the method 

of operation in trade unions and other 8iciilar groups, 

it tends to affect the probative value of the Government's 
proof. 
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tha aaae, aa I saw the evidence. The tio words, "democratic 

centralism'' of themselves have no elear meaning and the 

evidence of the Government was to the effect that in the 

Communist Party it had a very definite meaning, which waa 

that all Party members were 8 u b j e o t to atrict discipline 

with regard to the final decisions of the Board and must 

carry them out whether they like them or not aa long n* 

they remain in the Communist Farty. 

Now, it la perfectly rel evant and proper for you 

to ask !«2r. B-'eyers if that meaning, If there la e particular 

meaning given that phrase hy the Communist Party. It la, 

however, not relevant to show that In some other organiza­

tions, euch aa possibly to uae a name the nrogreeeive 

Party or some labor union -

M U BUCHXAN: Well, It ia not the Progreaalve 
Party * 

TE& COURT: I am just using an illustration. I 

don't know whether you can tall it the Y. I. or Z party 

or some other party. What it means is, what It meana to 

some other party ia not relevant but what It means to the 

Communist Tarty. The Government's testimony la thet It 

has a particular meaning in the Communlat Party and you 

can not refute that hy aeylng in aome other organization 

it haa a different meaning, 
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C 21 M U BUCBKAJN: I «es referring to his own 

experience. • THE COURTi It does not matter whether his 

experience in other concerns is different or not. It may 

very well be that the term "democratic centralism" has o 

different meaning in some other organization which Mr. 

Meyers may have been connected with. 

The question here la what is the meaning within 

the Communist 'arty. 

MR. BUCHMAN: Very well. Your Honor. 

<4 (By Mr, Buchman): Hr. Beyers, can you give an • examplf of how democratic centralism on a certain Issue 
would be or is applied In the Communist iarty? 

• 
Caveyl230 
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Ows fit 
12.30 

Cyy THE WITNESSi Yes, I can give examples, If a 

particular issue that comes up Is discussed in whatever par­

ticular body it applies, it may he a club, it may be a District 

Board, it may be a District Committee, District Convention, 

National Committee, National Board, National Convention, the 

principle Is this that In the particular structure of the 

Party in which this problem is discussed, first there is full 

discussion and then a majority vote, and once the majority 

magi voted it is the policy of the particular section of the 

Party. 

That is the essence of it. If it is the National 

Convention, that means that the policy Is the polloy of the 

entire Communist Party that, Your Honor, without getting 
-ed 

into the previous question to which you objectAto, but that 

is the way of operating in any organization in this country, 

and that is the way with all conventions. 

Q (BY MR. BUCHMAN) Now, does the individual member 

have a right to participate in decisions of the Party, in 

making decisions of the Party? 
• 

A Every member has a right, an opportunity to par­

ticipate in decisions of the Communist Party both in how they 

are formulated and in how they are carried out. 

0. Now, prior to the holding of the National Conven­

tions at which the polloy Is formulated, does there exist any 

opportunity in the various District Organizations to prepare 
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for the formulation of policy by the convention? 

A Well. I can give an example how thle particular 

phase of the work was operated in this District. Prior to 

tbe calling of the National Convention or at the time the 

convention was called, the National Committee of the policy 

formulates a draft resolution which contains or carries 

things which it thinks should be discussed at the convention 

and the approaches which should be taken and the business 

of the convention that it should engage Itself in. 

This is pointed out in the policies which are 

distributed to every member of the Communist Party aa well 

as to people outside the Party, and we send it to people 

who may think or be interested or some people that we want 

to let them know what our thinking is. 

This Is discussed, this draft, aa it la called, j 

Is discussed in every club in the Communist Party, section 

by section, over a period of sixty days, and it la discussed j 

by District Board and by the District Committee, and then 

jj prior to the calling of the National Convention, the District 

Convention Is called, 

At that time the thinking of the various clubs 

is brought to the District Convention by delegates elected 

from these cluba and there again a fuel and complete die-

jj cuss ion is held on the subjects raised in this draft reso­

lution, and any subjects that any member desires is discuaaed, 
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and If there are new proposals they are voted upon, and 

3 
If the majority votes, if that is adopted, then thst, then 

they make recommendations to the District Committee, and the • District Committee elects delegates to the National Conven­

tion. 

Q You mean the District Convention? 

A In the District Convention, and it elects delegates 

to the National Convention who in turn take the thinking 

and the Ideas snd the proposals from the District Convention 

which in turn through Its delegates from all clubs, they 

take the Ideas and thinking of every member of the Party 

in the District. • These things are then taken to the National 

Conventions, end the delegates have a full right and oppor* 
• 

tunity to discuss all sections of the draft resolution and 

make any proposed changes that the State Convention so 

ordered and any new proposals that the State Convention may 

have acted upon, and this in turn Is taken under considera­

tion by the National Convention and voted upon. 

Q Now, before the National Committee formulates 

its draft resolution, is there an opportunity given for • the sentiments of the varioua Districts to be expressed in 

the draft resolution? 

A The draft resolution is formulated by the 

National Committee, snd once it is sent out, there Is — 
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Q I an trying to gat at it thia way. la there an 

j opportunity to get the viewa in the District before the 

National Committee issues the draft resolution? 

A Well, the National Committee Itself meets, and 

the leaders from the various districts also meet with the 

National Committee and present their views, as I have pointed 

out, to the National Committee, the leaders of the Party. 

k It takes at times a plenum form, and at other 

| times It takes a form of a discussion, what is called a 

discussion of what should be contained in this draft reso­

lution. 

0. Now, when was the last National Convention of the 

Communist Party? 

A In December 1950. 

Q Now, you referred to pro-convention discussions 

held by the Party sixty days before the meeting? Was there 

such a discussion held prior to the convention in 1950? 

A Yea. 

Q Was there any newspaper or advertising provided 

giving an opportunity for the rank and file members to 

express their views on this draft resolution? 

A Tes, the Party went to considerable expense to 

issue what was called "Our Party" whleh waa a pre-convention 

discussion bulletin, and in such bulletins every member of 
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the Party who so desired had tha right — 

5 THE COURTS I think you have answered the question. 

THE WITNESS$ And they would give their thinking • in it to the Committee as to what they thought should be 

in the draft resolution. 

(Mr. Buohman handed paper to Mr* Flynn.) 

Q (BY MR. BUCHMAN) Mr. Meyers. I show you this and 

ask you if that Is one of the pre-convention discussion 

bulletins? 

A Yes, this ia the draft resolution that went out -~ 

MR. BUCHMAN* I thought It was the other. 

THB WITNESS t To all the members and contain a • number of Issues whioh the National Committee felt should be 

discussed. . 

MR. BUCHMANs All right. 1 won't offer this. 
Q (BY MR. BUCHMAN) What I wanted to hand you was 

this, this pre-convention discussion bulletin., Would you 

read the title of that? 

A That is called "Our Party". 

MR. FLYNNg Xs that the same one we loomed at? 

MR. BUCHMANs Ho, It is not* I am sorry. • MR. 7LYNNs Do you want to offer this other one? 

MR. BUCHMANi No. 
• 

MR. FLYNNi May it pleaae the Court, I think If 

this goes in they should all go in. Here this dm down to 
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1950 and I an not objecting* but the witness is handed one 

paper And' then we examine'it andthen there.is something else j 

offered.' 

THE COURTi That was JmSt an inadvertence on the 

part of Mr* Buehman, I believe. ; 

MR. BUCHMAN* Yes, I offer this. 

THE COURT. If you object to ths paper I will 

sustain the objection on that ground, what Mr. Buchman is 

asking about is the meaning of the term democratic centralist*, 

and I think the witness has fully answered it from his point ' 

of view> and I think the accumulation of printed matter about! 

It is supe*f3imus, and I sustain the objection to It for that 

reason, . i 
• ( 

MR. BUCHMAHi If Your Honor pleaae, 1 want to offer* 

the documentary evidence to prove the opportunity given for j 

:pro-convention discussion. ' 
THE COURTi He haa explained that, snd I know of j 

no contradiction to it. 

MR* BUCHMAN* May I make an offer of proof snd j 

have Your Honor's ruling?. j 

THE COURTt Very well, I sustain the objection 

to any of these papers because I think it is aurplussage and : 

X think it is unnecessary and immaterial* j 

MR. BUCHMAN* All right. Sir. 
• . . . ! 

THE COURTt The question was what is themesning i 
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of democratic centralism. The witnees has explained that \ 
i 

from hie point of view* 
MR* BUCHMAHt But tour Honor* it aeema to me that 

the documentary evidence \ 

THB COURT* Hr. Bushman, X have given you my 
i 

ruling, and you may note an exception. , 

HRo BUCHMANJ I would like to have thia marked j 

for identification and have your Honor's ruling. 

THE COURTt All right. • 

THE CLERKs Defendants * Exhibit II. 
(Two copies of ttour Barty* j 
were marked Defendants9 ! 
Exhibit 11a and lib for j 
identification.) j 

Q (BY MR,BUCHMAN) Now, Mr, Meyers, does the principle 

of democratic centralism prohibit different applications in 
i 
i 

different areas as to the policy adopted by the majority of ' 

the convention? i' 

MH. FLYNN* I object to that. 

THE COURT* The question is Inconsistent with the j 

explanation the witness has given. | 

MR. BUCHMANt On that 1 want to show the flexibility • . ' . •' ' i of application of that policy. 
THE COURT? I .understand the witness1 explanation j 

very clearly, I think, and I hope the jury does too. I am 

not telling them what they should think about it, but I am 

ruling only on the point of evidence. 
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He has explained that,. how• the matter somes up, j 

and .it/is discussed and then i t is acted upon and then it ; 

IS put into the form of a •resolution, and the members of 

the bodies have a perfect right, according to the witness, j 
" . . . j 

to disouss thst, and they send delegates to the National 

Convention, and the National Convention acts on the matter 

and when acted it is binding nationally. 

That is what the witness said. 

THE WITNESS$ This deals with the application of 

the .«!•» •• 

THB COURTs. Mr. Meyers, please. I have not j 
. . . . | 

interrupted you in many of your ve*y long answers. It waa 

all right for you to answer the questions which were asked 

you and to answer thea aa fully as you thought necessary! i 
i 

but now Mr.Buchman i s asking questions, and it is not right \ 

Xor'you.'to' interrupt* 

• THE WITNESS * • 1 will refrain from doing it. 

THE COURT* Proceed. i 

MR» BUCHMANs Has Your Honor ruled on the question* 
in- • I 

THE COURTs Yes. The question is/consistent with • 

what the witness has answered, but if you want to rephrase 
it — ! 

MR, BUCHMAN3 Yes. 

THS COURTt Co ahead, 

Q (BY MR. BUCHMAN) How does the principle of 
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policy tstabllshed.by the NaMenal Convention? 

MR,, FXtXIOft .1 object to that, 1 think he haa 
answered it. 

THE WIT* • X think ho haa answered it. I think 

he has enswered thst for the last fifteen or twenty minutes 
m0 BUCHMAHi He testified on the subtest of how 

thepollty is, mmds? .and 1 want'to'ask-him how.the polloy is 
snrrlsd out from Disfcnet to Bistrict. 

THE OOU&Tt Xf there is any speelfie natter whloh 
he has not. testified about you. could ask hiw that, but! 

think you have already' had the witness * full answer about 

his understanding of democratic centralism 

§ (m MR. BUCHMAH) now* .nr. Meyers, sen you tell 

us In what way yon. osrry out the policies or resolutions 
established by the national Convention? 

.. MH« wxxmtt x objeet to that. 
THE COURTi Boss that queatlon mean they don't 

enrry them out? 
MR„ BUCHMANt Well. I am trying to phraae my 

station as to elicit from him bis.uMerstsnding or know­
ledge or .experience- in carrying out the policy* 

THE COURTJ You are eonfusing the matter, as X 

set it. Tht question Is whether demooratlc centralism has 
a particular meaning in'the Communist forty, snd the Oovem 
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ment ha* given a certain hit of testimony on that, and now 

Its*. Meyers as a witness has given evidence bearing upon it, 
and In doing that he haa explained the precise meaning 

legislatively with reapect to the organisation and he has 

aaid that the decision of the National Convention was binding; 

upon it. 

MR* BUCHMAHg Well, I want to ahow how the applies-* 

tlon of the policy varies from geographical area to geography 

leal area. 

THS COURTi Mr» Buchmen, I think yousre not comply-* 

ing with the ruling of the Court. That is all* 

If you want to ask him whether it meana that it 

is not the decision or that the declalon of the Matlonal 

Convention is not final, you can ask him that, but I under* 

stood him to say it waa. If I misunderstood him, you oould 

aak him whether his former answer Is not that aa to whether 
he made a mistake. 

q (BY MR* BUCHMAN) Veil, Mr. Meyers, would you 

answer the .judge's laat question? 

A Whether it Is final or not? 

Q Yes. 

A All decisions of the National Convention are final 

and they are applied by the District within the framework 

of the conditions within the District. In other words, you 

would not apply a decision of the National Committee dealing 
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Hdg tin 
... 12**5 

17*4 

with farm work in Baltimore the same aa i t would ba applied 

in Arkansas* 
There ia a f lexibil ity i n the application of the 

decisions to f i t the situation prevalent inthat particular 

District* 



1745 

4 Is there any prevalent polloy of tha Communist 

Party with reapect to the participation of membership In 

pre-convention discussion at a discussion level? 

MR. FLYNNi 1 object. 

THE COURT: I didn't understand the drift of that 

question. 

KR. BUCHMAN; Nay I rephrase that, Your Honor? 

I withdraw that question. 

0. (By Kr. Buohman) Is there any general polloy 

In the Communist Party relating to participation by the 
i 

membership in the forming of policies and the making of 

decisions? 

A It is the policy of the Communist Party to encourage 

&nd to make possible the fullest participation of every 

member of the Communist Party in the discussions out of whioh 

come the formulation of policy. 

0, Now, does the principle of democratic oentralism 

have anything to do with the advocacy of foroe and violence? 

A Nothing whatsoever. 

4 Now, Mr. Meyers, I think you have already told us 

you studied at the National Training School. Bave you also 

otherwise studied Marxism and Leninism? 

A t Yes. I have attended local classes and discussion 

groupsi and also I have engaged in self-study. 

Q Have you taught the principles of Karxlsm-Leninism? j 

A I have. 



H~2 i! 1 7 * 6 

ii 
.H Now* 1st ma aak you this. Doea tha CoBsmnist 

fi ' • • I 

Party have a long range objective? ! 

I; A Yea, air. 

Q What It that long range objective? 

MH. FLYNN: I think that ia a very general ! 
ii question. I don't know what "long range objective." I ebjeet; 
ii to it. I 
: THE COURT: I am inclined to allow that to be 

Ij aaked. i! ' i 
; A Your Honor, It is a very short answer. Socialisa 
• i 
1 is our long range objective. j 
j' I 

0* (By Yr. Buohnan) boas the constitution of the 
i| Comauaist I'arty make reference to that? 
ji ; 

A It does. 
KR. BUGH&AN; That exhibit I Just introduced. 

j' THE COURT: Number 10. 

ii 
j ME. BUCHKAN: I have another copy. 
1 ! 
:l ! 

j % (By Nr. Buohman) Does that constitution refer | 

i| to the long range objective, Socialism? 
;; 1 
' A Yes. There is a short paragraph that deals with 
I! 

: tha whole tiling. 

;j 4 will you read that seotlon? 

I A It li Article 2, "Purposes.* 

! t) Read it alowly. 

'I A (Reading) "the purposes of this organization arc to 
'i i :j promote the best interests and welfare of the working class , 
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ftf the people of the United states and to defend and extend 

the democracy of our country, rand to prevent the rise of 

fasoism, and to advance the cause of progress and peace 

with the ultimate aim of ridding our country of the scourge 

of eoomomio orisia, unemployment, insecurity, poverty, and 

war, through the realization of the historic aim of the 

working class — the establishment of Socialism by the free 

choice of the majority of the American People." 

Q Now, what you have read refers to Sooialism. tthat 

Is the meaning of "Socialism," aa used in that constitution? 

A The meaning oa "Sooialism" as used in this constitution, 

the meaning of "Sooialism" a* referred to hy the Communist 

Party is a simple one. 

It means — 

THS COURT: Kr. Keyera, pardon me. Does it mean 

any different with the Communist Party than what is meant 

by the Communists in other countries? 

A I don't think so. It is the general P.arxism-

Lenlnlsm interpretation. 

THE COURT: Then ia it your view that Sooialism, 

as you know it in your party, is the Socialism advocated by 

the Karxlam-Leninist dootrina? 

A Yea, it is the common ownership of the big faotorles, 

big mines, mills, and the railroads, owned by all of the 

people, and the common ownership of the land. 

THK COURT: la that your idea that that is what is 
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A That la generally the P e n n i n g of "Socialism.• lha 

common ownership of the big factories, the big mills, the 

olg mines, railroads, banks, the means of production are also 

common ownership, and the land. 

It doesn't mean the common ownership of the corner 

tailor shop, or common ownership of things of that nature. 

It means the comiron ownership of the big Industries 

THS. COURT: Very well. You hare answered tha 

queation that I had. Go ahead. 

4 (By Mr, buohman) Are you frmiliar with this book, 

Kr. Keyers? 

A Yea. 

<4 •ill you read the title of that? 

A "The Twilight of Vorld Capitalism," by William 

Z. Foster. 

KR. BUCHMAH: Pardon me. I want to show it to 

Kr. Flynn. (Handing book to counsel.) 

Q, (by Kr. buohman) And who is Kr. Foster? 

A He is chairman of the Communist Party of the 

United Statea of America. 

Q When was this book published? 

A I think it was in 19^8. 19**9. 

% Was this book used and distributed in Karyland? 

A It was, to all of our members, and also It was 

distributed to tho general public. 
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the understanding of the Communist Party on the questions 

discussed in this book? 

A Yes. on the whole, yes. 

KR. FLYNN: ;*hat do you mean, "on the whole?" 

A There has been some modification of one particular 

phase of it. 

i* (By Kr. Buchman) Does Kr. Foster discuss 

Socialism, on Page 18? Has there been any modification of 

that discussion of Socialism? 

A No. 

^ Does that represent your understanding, x'Rtre 18? 
A Yes. 

KR. BOCHKAN: Let me offer the book in eridenee. 

I would like to offer the book in evidence, 

CJtX CuURT: Is there any objection? 

KR, tiliCRKANt No, I don11 think so. 

fHS COURT. Very well. 
(Book, "The Twilight of World Capitalism," 
by William Z. Foster, was marked 
Defendant's Exhibit 12) 

(4 (By Kr. Buohman) Will you read that passage, X 

think it is on Page 18. 

A Page 18? 

Q On Sociallam. 

A Yes. (Reading) "Under Socialism, the decisive 

industries, the land, the banks, the transportation systems, 

and all other major means of production and distribution are 
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! in the hands of ths people, and not of private capitalists. 

Production is carried on for social use instead of for 

private profit. The whole national economy is operated 

|{ according to plan* not by chance, as under the competitive 

'' system of capitalism. The workers and their democratic 

allies, the farmers and professionals, control the government 

ii completely. This system of society, based upon science, 

abolishes the great contradictions with whloh capitalism is 

afflicted. There is no further exploitation of man by man. 

Without capitalists, democracy is assured and there can be 
;i 
jj no fascism. In this planned society, free of exploitation 

! and capitalist chaos, ther© can be no cyclical crises and no 

jl unemployment. War, too, is unthinkable in a socialist 

world, Socialism is the preliminary stage to oommunlsm, 

; the highest form of society.* 

<4 Mow, does the Communist Party advocate or teach 

the use of force of violence as a method by which Sooialism 

is to be achieved? 

A It docs not now, and has not ao taught. 

4 Have you at any time been taught that the 

i Communist Party advocates the use of force or violence to 

overthrow the Government of the United Statea? 

|i A I have never been taught such falsehoods. 

<4 Now, have you been taught the position of the 

Communlat Party in the uaa of force and violence in •••1*1 

change? 
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A The position of the Communist and the Communist 
Party on force and violence regarding soolal ehange is 
pretty muoh as follovs: that social change Is brought 
about by the majority will of the people, and the majority 
of the people, under no circumstances, desire or wish to 
desire to resort to tha use of force or violence to bring 
about such change. But, rather, that force and violence 
cornea from the small minority who wish to prevent change, 
and arc no longer to prevent change by any suoh means, 
and that on occasion it ia poaelble that the majority of 
the people are forced to protect themselves from such uae 
of force or violence. 

THE COURT; I imagine this is a good time to take 
up tha recess. Two o'clock. Recess until two o'clock. 

(Thereupon, at 1:00 p.m., a recess was taken until 
2 ; u 0 p.m.) 
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AJ?TBRNQON SESSION 

(Met pursuant to tho taking of tho roooaa at 2 

o* clock p. m.) 
THE COURTt Have you something else, Kr. Buehman? j 

MR. BUCHMAN. Yea, Your Honor. \ 

Q (BY MR.BUCHMAK) 1 believe your last testimony, is 

it not true, thst tho Communiat Psrty teaches that history 

and experience show that force and violence came from minor-' 

ity groups, la that what you asld, or opposed peaceful 

change? 

A It comes from the ruling class, the minority group 

opposes the ruling classes on peaceful change. 

Q, Did you teach this yourself? 

A I did. 

Q Did you use any history or experience to illustrate 

that teaching? ; 

A My own experience was in a comparatively minor 

sense so to speak. The desire of workers in the factories 

to improve their conditions, the desire of the Negro people 

to do away with Jim Crow discrimination, to secure better 

jobs, the right to vote, these have been met with repression 

in various forms snd here it was a majority of people In 

various instances, certainly in the factories, the pieces 

where I worked, the Ceianese Plant, a big majority of tme 

workers desired a change. Yet the small group thst owned 
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the Celanese Corporation did everything they could to 

prevent such a change. 

• Q is there any provision in the Constitution of 

the Coamunist Party which deals with the subject of force 
i 

end 'violence?- • I 

A There is. 

A Will yon reed the section of the Constitution whlc* 

deele-wlth the subject of force snd violence? j 

A Yes, Section 3 of Article VIIIt j 

' "Section 3.. Any member shall be expelled from 

' the Party who is found to be a strike breaker, pro-

vaeateur, engaged in espionage, or who advocates force 

.and violence or terrorism, or who adheres to or par** 

tlcipates in the activities of any group or Party 

which conspires or act to subvert, undermine, weaken, 

.' or overthrow 'any or ail institutions of American 

democracy through which the majority of the American 

people can maintain their right to determine their 

.'destinies.* . ' • 

Q • Does the Communist Party enforce this provision 

of the Constlttttionf 

A It does. 

Q To your own personal knowledge, haa the Communiat 

farty of the district. of «sĵ iand.*l?istrict of Columbia ever 

applied this Section calling for expulsion of those who 
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advwat^ force and vlolenoe? 
A Yes, X participated In tha axpulaion of tha paid 

informer, thla came # In testimony, Bartlatt, who aa part 

of hia Job advocated aa an agent provocateur* attempted to 

advocate violent overthrow of the government and It wae on j 

thla baaia that he wen exposed. 

KR. FLYKMi Exposed or expelled? 
i 

THE WITNESS* Exposed. After he was exposed, we 

found out he was s stooipigeon and expelled his. 
i 

MR. FLYNNt You did not expcll bin for that, you 
i 

only expelled him bceattes he was a stooipigeon. 

THS WITMSSSi Both. 

MR. PLYNMi I see. 

I 
THB VXTHRSSt Along with the fact that he constantly 

preached tbe doctrine that the American workerc are dumb snd 

I do not agree with that. ' 

Q (BY MR, BUCHMAH) Mr. Meyers, I show you this paper, 

The Worker, Mary land-Washington edition, Pebruary 27, 19*9. 

Was this circulated and distributed throughout the State of j 

Maryland and District of Columbia? 

A It was so. 
Q Is this story entitled "Stooipigeon expelled by 

t 

Communlat on page 2? is that the story with reference to j 

the expulsion of Harry Bartlett? 

A That is the one. 
i 
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• m« mumam t otter wo,*-mm- evidence. ; 
{Tha Worker, dated February j 

27? 1 9 * 9 was marked De- j fendanta* Exhibit 13.) j • Q (BY MR, BCChmN) mil you read that to the Jury. 
i 

„ it la only abort, Your Honor* j 
i 

A "Stoolpigeon expelled by Communist*. Harry j 

Sartlett ot Cumberland has been expelled from the J 
j 

Communiat Farty of Maryland for being a atoolpigeon, 
' provaeateur and-advocate of foroe and violence* i 

*The action taken two month* ago waa recently j 

announced by Phil frankfeld* chairmen of the Party j 
in Hairyland.* ; • NA special committee„ after a lengthy examination j 

of charges againat Bartlett, found that he engaged | 

'in a constant. Unceasing attack and vilification of j 
workers in Cumberland*. He adduced the workers of | 

'being stupid, dumb and ignorant* that they were j 

7afraid to fight to defend their interests1 and that J 
they could 'never learn to be militant and progressive* • 

"Bartlett waa found guilty of violating the ! 
1 

Communiat Party Constitution by *advocating force and : • violence or terrorism and conspiring to undermine and j 

weaken any and all institutions of American democracy.*! 
* 

"Sartlett constantly maintained that war between j 

the 0*. Z and Soviet ytiion is inevitable, the Communist } • 
• • i 

• • ' • '• 1 
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Party announcement said, and in that manner man earry- | 
ing out tho policy of nail Street. 

! 
"The Party announeement said Bartlett atanda j i 

i 

expelled from the ranks of the Cossntnist Party as a 
j 

liar, provocateur and advocate of force and violence, : 
as an enemy of the American working class, nation and 
the Communist Party. Ve brand him as a Benedict Arnold 
of labor, to be spumed for what he is — a traitor 
and stooipigeon.* 
Q Is that the Harry Bartlett who appeared as s 

witnesafor the Government in this case? 
A The aame. 
Q Mr. Meyers* nave you taught or has anybody in the 

Ccessinlst Party taught yon that the previa ion of the 
Cossiiftniat Party constitution which called for defending tht 
United States Constitution was Inconsistent with demand for 
socialism? 

A I have not been taught and I have not taught thertj 
I 

is an inconsistency. Rather I have taught that that is tha 
consistent way in whlah the Communist Party seeks to con­
vince the majority of the Amerlesn people of the need for 
socialism, through the use of democratic institutions avails 
able to us, the rights of free speech, the radio, distribu­
tion of leaflets, open discussions; that is the way in whloh, 
one of the ways in which we seek to convince the majority 



ij 1757; 
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j , . 

j * ; ef them that our prograw'ls the correct one end .therefore 
i, . . . 

ij to say that we are opposed to.these things would he s contra-
1! ' '. ' ) 
Ij diction and not the other way around. 

ii ' 
ii Q Under Marx' theory, .is the advocacy of socialists 
jj ; 
!j consistent; or inconsistent with the support of democratic 

• 

II liberties? 
; ! ' • ' . . ! 

ji A The advocacy of socialism as maintained or contended 

\t~,t«* *<* mp*^;*~ ^ ^ « 4 
ji for is civil liberties , if 'you. put it — 
ji ' .. . . 
.;}• % ' ;vl assmd you. '.whether under Har*f theory advocacy 
jj of socialism Is consistent - or inconsistent with democratic i ' ' • - . " i <j liberties? ••• 
|| . s It IS consistent with democratic liberties. j 

j! THB COURTs By that, do you mean with the consti-

!! tislon of the United States? 
i! ' 

|| THE WITNESS % That is •right, - sir, and with the Bill 
! of Rights, \ 
1 : 
I • •' ' 

j , THE COURTt very well, go ahead. 

j ! % (BT MRO BUCHMAN) Under Marie • theory* is the 

;j advocacy of socialism consistent with the advocsoy of peace- I 
ii • • 

i ful change? 
; A That la correct, because the Communist farty, I 
ii ; 

!; repeat, teaches and believes that socialism esn only come 
j ; • i 

: •- to America In the way In which the people of America deslrs, ! 

;i through the majority will of the people and the majority, as : 
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history has shown in tha past* and as common sense tails j 

us now* it is not daairad to have violence hut dasirad to j 

have and bring about change in a peaceful amy with peaceful \ 
i 

meanso j 
i 

0, will you relets what the Coamunlst Farty has done • 
i 

in making copies of its constitution available to its membert 
» 

ship? i 
! 

I 

. A Every taember that Joins the Party is given a. copy ! 

- _ - - « « . - . . - . i 

the means of showing people what the Communist Party stands 

for. 

Q To your knowledge* ia there any special meaning . 

to that which does not appear on the pages of the constltu~ j 

tlon? I 

i 
A The polity, the program of the organisation of j 

the Party ia complete aa contained in that document* There I 

are no bidden meanings' and there are no additional meanings. j 

a# far as our 'Party i» concerned. j 
f 

$ How, on what you have been taught and what you 

have been teaching about the communiat Party position on j 

force and violence* do you use any written material? i 

a', fas*. 
i 

Q is this one of the pieces of written material you i 

have -reference to? j 

A That** right* • ! 
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8 
Q I show you *in defens* of tho Communist Forty and 

8 
Indicted fcead*rs,, by William 25. Poster. Hai that bfan die-

. tributed and circulated in ftarsfiand? ; • A To our members and to tha public. j 

$ what was tha purpoae of the distribution? j 

A To show the program of the Farty, the thinking of ! 
i 

the Party on various issues. j 

ma BUCHMAHt l want to offer this in evidence. j 

(Book on ttln Defense of the! 
Communist Party and In* j 
dieted Lemdera" marked j 
Defendants' Exhibit 14.) 

i 
q (BY MR. BUCHMAH) would you please read fron page \ 

# 21 on the question of force and violence? j 
I. 

A Thia is chapter *. j 
i i 

MH. GHESHs Have you set the date of this? | 
i MR. BUCHMANs Ifhat is the date of that? | 

THB wiTHBSSf Published July 19*91 ' 

"How let me deal with the prosecution's main j 
charge against us* namely that our Communist Party la j 

teaching the overthrow of the American Government by j 
i 

force and violence. This charge* even with the heap of! 
am reckless perjurers' and phoney anti-Communist experts j 
V in Marxism-leninism, cannot be wade to stand up. For 

it goes contrary to the whole body of Communist theory 

and practice ever since the days when the Communiat 
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Manifesto wss issued by Maries and Engela a century ago. 

"The working clsia and other tolling elements are 

always and instinctively the champions of peace and 

democracy. This Is true even when they have to wage 

wars and revolutions against barbarous oppressors snd 

exploiters, 

"This fsct Is so because the tollers are the ones 

who always have to suffer the most from tyrany and 

from war's destruction. They pick up the sword sgslnst 

those who oppress, exploit and would butcher them only 

when they have no other alternative, only when the road 

of peace is closed to them. They are the forces of 

democracy and peace. 

"The Communists are the authentic spokesmen snd 

leaders of these inherently peace-loving and democratic 

mssses. 

"The ruling capitalist class, on the other 

hand* never fails to grasp at weapons of autocracy and 

violence whenever their class interests are threatened. 

Habitually, and as a aettled policy, they use their 

Courts, police, Jails, armies and other means of re­

pression against a resolute, socisllst minded working 

class, Thay are the instigators snd organisers of 

fascism, civil war, and international war. Social 

violence always originates, under modern conditions, 
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In the ranks of capitalist reaction. This is an in­

disputable truth of currant history." 

MR. PDinN; B i d you start that in the Middle of * • 
i 

paragraph? -
THE WITNESS* Mo, 1 started at the heading. 

MR. FLYHHt It dldn»t say anything shout when. 

MR. BUCHMAH8 I would prefer if Mr. Flynn asked 
i 

questions on cross-examination. I 
i 

THE COURT: Very well, proceed. 

Q. (BY MR. BUSHMAN) Mr. Meyers, la this pamphlet ! 

one that was also distributed and circulated in Maryland to 

members and non-member*? 

A Yes. 

MR. BUCHMAH: "You have seen it, Mr .Flynn. This 

is entitled "The Fascist Danger and How to Combat It n by 

Eugene Dennis, published in August 19*8. X would like to 

offer this in evidence. 
(Pamphlet entitled "The 
Fascist Danger and How to 
Combat it" waa marked 
Defendants* Exhibit 15*) 

Q (BY MR. BOCHMAH) What was the purpoae of circula-

ting this pamphlet, Mr. Meyers? 

A As a means to acquainting people with our policy 

of the party. 
Q I wonder if you would read to the Court and Jury 
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| from pages — t h a t short section o n pages 5 0 a n d 5 9 ? ; 
A ' T h i s I s the b e g i n n i n g o f a n e w Sections 1 

•i . . ! 
"We Communists are now falsely accused by monopoly 

a n d i t s government o f 1advocating1 force a n d violence, j 

and of * conspiring • forcibly to overthrow the govern- j 

| went. 

"But we are Marxists, not adventurers, conspirators 

of putachlsts. As Marxists we condemn and reject the \ 

l| policy and practice of terror, asslnation and coup 

d'etat, i 
"Precisely because we are the vanguard Party of ' 

i 
the working class we are the Party of mass struggle, j 

! 

• . i 
mass action, which today seeks to unite Americsn labor : 

j 

and the common people ss a whole to halt the drive of 

imperialist reaction toward war and fascism. Precisely ' 

because we sre the Party of socialism, we believe *hat j 

soolsl change can take place not alone when the historic;-

al, objective conditions exist for such change, but 

alao and only when a decisive majority of the moat j 

exploited class in society is convinced thst this change; 

is necessary and is prepared to act unitedly to enforce j 
i 

Its democratic will snd alms in the interests of the j 
immense majority of the people against the small minority 
of exploiters. 

"In this connection, we proclaim and shall repeat 
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again and again a cardinal principle of Marxian aa 

enunciated by Lenint 

"The rule ef capltalian could not be brought to 

an end if the whole economic development of capitalist 

countries were not leading to thla. No power on earth ; 

could destroy capitalism if it were not being washed 

sway and undermined by history — we do not want to 

usurp power, for the whole experience of revolution 

teaches thst only a power that is backed by the majority 

of the people can be durable* Consequently, usurpation 

of power would be merely an adventuref and our Farty 
i 

would not agree to anything of the kind*1" 
MR- FLYNN. When was that written, please? 
THE WITNESS* In 19*6, in August, it was published^. 
MR. BUCHMAHt I would like to have government's 

Exhibit 1, 2 and 3 and 12 and 13. I won't read from them 
but ask a few questions about eacn, 

Q (BY MR> BUCHMAN) Mr., Meyers, I show you Oovern- ! 
mentis Sxhlblt 13, a Manual on organisation by J. Fetors. 
Are you familiar with that book? 

A This is the first time I have ever seen it. This 
is a photostat copy, anything that looks like a manual of 
organisation, I have never seen the book in my life snd 
X have never read it. 

$ Do you know whether or not this has been used or 
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tsatghb in Maryland? 

A Hot to iBiewledge* 

(k Baa it aver been distributed to your tenoelodio? • A No. 
Haa it ever been reooweendod for reeding and study* 

ing in Maryland? 

A It baa not* 

1 ask yen the tame thing about OevernioenVs Exhibit 

It, *Vhy Q&mm&m** Have yeu e*tr seen that? 

A X have never seen it and never reed it* 

% Has it beam «sad by your farty in Marylenti? 

A It haa net seen used or taught here* • Q Haa it been distributed or re*e**stsided? 

A It has not* 

I aak ye* the save thing about tawumMent1* Exhibit 

i # **rogr*M of the @es*Mini*t International* adopted 1988. 

Am you fajKiXia* vita that? 

A X have newsr read it* 

il Has that e t w been distributed or eireulated in 

Maryland'? 

A Xt haa net. • Q or used en * eeuree of tsaohingt . 

A Ho. 

Or reeoisssfid it? 
It has never been eased to ay knowledge. ' 



Q Also with reference to this Program of the Young 

Cosmsnilst International, aevernment Exhibit 2, have you soon 

this? j 

A I have never seen it and X have never read it. 
i 

KR. 30CHMAK? It is printed in England, i 

KR.FLTHNt In 19 — do you know what year thla iat 

THE CLSSK) 1929. 

Q ( B Y KR. BTTCHMAN) ©o you know whether or not thla i 
• i 

has ever been distributed or used in Maryland? 
r 

A It has not. 

Q Or studied? 
! 

A Mo. i 
i 

ft And this "Struggle on Imperial is*", Government's i 
Sxhlblt 3, the resolution of the Sixth World Congress, July r-

! 
August 1928, have you ever read this before? 

i 

A I have never seen it and I have never read it. 

Q Rss this been circulated or distributed? 

A It has not* 1 

Q It has never been used as a source of itudy or 

recommended for that purpose? 

A It has not. 

Q. Boos the Cossntnist Farty have any policy aa to 

what literature it is responsible for? | 

A Yea, we have a policy on that. 

Q When waa this policy adopted? 
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•A Xt was adopts at•the convention flret and ia 

carried In our constitution> I think, 

Q Do you recall what convention It was adopted at? 

A The 19*5 convention, X believe* 

Q xe that policy contained in the constitution? 

A It is in the 19*5 convention. 

$ It is Government's Exhibit 2*. What is that 

Article and. Section anyhow? j 

A It Is Article XXV, Section li j 
i 

"The Communist Party la not responsible for any 
j 

political document, policy, book, article or any other 

expression of political opinion except such aa are | 

issued by this and subsequent national Conventions 

and Its regularly constituted leadership, adopted by 
the convention in July 1 9 * 5 * H 

Q, ia that also contained in the latest conatitutlon i 

of 19*8? ! 
I 

A Yes» 
i 

Q Doee the Communist Party use the writings of 

Marx, Lenin, Engels and Stalin in Its teachings? , 
i 

A It does* j 

Q Does It use the teachings of history of the i 

Coawunist Party In the Soviet Union, Government** Exhibit 11? 

A ¥ee« 

©, Do you know when thia was written? 
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A I think in 1838. 

Q Do you know what tht book la? 

A It la a history of ths Cossssnlst Party in tha 

Soviet Union from its ostsblishment plus prior material 

about ths beginnings of tho soelallst movement in Russia. 

Q Doss ths Cossntnist Party use in its teaching the 

Cosaamlst Manifestok (tovernmen^s Sxhlblt 5? 

A It does. 

Q Who wrote that? 

A It was written in 1033 by Karl Marx and Bngels. 
0, Do you know where they were at the time it was 

written? 

A They were living in Kngland when they wrote this.. 
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2t%5 • . ii 

f 

Q Do you know whether any other political part lea itsejd 
i 

the Communlat Manifesto me a a a a i s for lta teachings? 
MR, GREEN* A politiesl party? 
MR. BUCHMAHt Political parties, j 
THE WITNESS: Yes, The Socisllst Parties throughf 

out the world use the Communist Manifesto as the basis for j 
their teachings. It is sn historical document and presents ' 
the early beginnings of the period of Marxism. In fact, in i 
1948 on the 100th anniversary of his writings, the Socialist 
Party of England — • 

Q (BY MR. BUCHMAN) tabor Party* 
A The Labor Party of England distributed thoussnds 

of this particular book to many people, and they were used 
by the Socialist Party as their materiel. 

Q Does the Coramuniat Psrty in the United States 
use "State and Revolution"? 

A Yes, it does* 
Q Who wrote that? 
A It was written by Lenin in sbout 1917* 
Q How sbout "Problems of Leninism*. Does the 

Communist Psrty use thst? 
A Yes, that is a compillatlon of the writings of 

Stalin. 
$ When was that published, if yon know? 
A I think about 192k, 



1769 i 
i 

Q le the eene true of "foundations of Leninism"? j 
i 

A Yes. ! 

Q Who wrote thet? 

A Stalin. 

Q What year, So you recall? 

A About 1925, X believe. 

Q How about "Imperialism". Haa the Comnunlet Party 

uaed that In Its teachings? 

A Yea. 

Q What year was that written? 

A 1916. 

Q Who wrote that? 

A Lenin. 

Q X think the O^vernaient Introduced, X think Exhibit 

16 "Strategy ami Taat lea.14 do you know who wrote that? 

A That la a compilation of the writings of Marx, 

Sngels, Lenin, and Stalin, X believe, and one of theae In­

formants amid that X believe it waa written by Y. J. Jerome, 

Whleh is not true. 

That Is an idea of the kind of information those 

birds gather* 

Q Are the Communists the only ones who urge the study 

and readings of those books? ! 
i 

A Ho, those books are published, many of them are j 

used by the Socialist Party, and the Yiking Press, and aa 
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far as ^Capital" la concerned. It ia published i n the Modern 

Library. It la used in all kinds of course*. Johns Hopkins 

University usss it, andAlt. John's, ̂ Capital" ia ussd in 

Its required, reeding. 
Those hooks ars available in public libraries, and 

so on. 
4 How doss ths Cossntnist Farty uss those hooks in 

its teachings? 

A We use those hooks in the teachingsto show the 

dereloproont of Marxist theory from early time, from the 

tine of the "Communist Manifesto* up through the yesrs up 

to the present tine, the hlstoriesl development. There is 

an historical document. They are historical documents 

which we study, and wo view them as hooks that were publish 
l 

in a period of political, in a political period. 
$ Do you rcgsrd those books as s blueprint for i 

i 
application in America? ! 

i A There are no blueprints, i 
i 

MR, BUCHMAN* May I have Government's Exhibit 11 f 
That is the History of th* Communist Party of the Soviet I 

i 
Union. ; 

4 (m MR. BUCHMAH) Is there anything in this book j ~ 
i 

I want to call your attention to page 355 *~ which dcala 

with how that book should be used for the purpose of study* 

I show you the History of the Communist Party of 



the Soviet union, Government8* Exhibit 11. Would you turn 

to thet page and read that, Mr. Meyers? 

A Yes, when 1 look at It* 

In the fifth paragraph! 

"It amy seem that all that Is required for mastering 

the Marxi*t-Lenlnist theory Is diligently to learn by 

heart isolated conclusions and proposition* frost the 

work* of Marx, Sngels and tming learn to quote them 

at an opportune time and rest at that, in the hopea 

that the conclusions and propositions thus memorised 

mill suit each and every situation and occasion. But 

such an approach to the Marxist-Leninist theory is 

altogether wrong. The Marxist-Leninlot theory must not 

be regarded a* a collection of dogma*, a* a catechism, 

a* * symbol of faith, and the Marxists themselves aa 

pedants and dogmatist*. The Marxlst-Leninist theory 

1* the science of the development of society, the science 

of the working-class siewoment, the *elenoe of the 

proletarian revolution, the *cl*nee of the building of 

the Communist society. And as a science it doe* not anjl 

cannot stand still, but develop* and perfects itself. 

Clearly, in it* development it is bound to become en­

riched by new experience and new knowledge, and «ome 

of ita propositions and conclusions sre bound to change in 

the course of time, are bound to be replaced by new 
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conclusions and propositions corresponding to the new 

hlstoriosi conditions." i 
j 

Thst is all there is to it. j 

Then there is one short final paragraph. 
"Westering the Msrxlst^Leninlst theory doea not 

at all mean learning all its formulas and conclusions 
hy heart and slinging to their every latter. To meats* th* 
Marxist-Leninist theory we must first of sll learn to • 

• i 

distinguish between its latter and substance." 
Q (Bt MR. BUCHMAN) Mow, the prosecution has read 

to the Jury various pensages from some of the Marxist 
classics on the theory that they advocated the use of force 
snd violence as s means of attaining socialism. 

How do you reconcile those passages with your 
testimony that the Communist Party of the United States doceJ 
not advocate and tench the use of force and violence to 
overthrow the government of the United States? 

A Those portions, paragraphs, sentences have been 
torn out of context of boeloi in which they arm contained* 
Put them back into context* study the book and the period 
in which it was written and we will find that what is 
described there is th* reaction of the people to the force 
and violence of a particular small minority of ruling clsss 
at the time. 

Ton will find that nowhere is there any advocacy 
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of force and violence contained in tho sense and moaning 

of these books, in no nay, hut rather It is a description of 

the resistance of the people to foroe and violence of a 

small ruling olaas, whioh was trying to prevent ohange, the 

autoeraey of the Tsar, and so on, aa to the advocacy of 

ftoelallsm. 

0. The explanation that you have given, is that 

what the Communist Party advocates and teaches as to how 

the Marxist classics are to he regarded and used? 
n 
i 

|| A That is correct. Ve regard the classics aa con-

jj taining historical references to the development of Marxism. 

|| X think that a comparison would he the study of a book on 
ii 
ii medicine all during this period* Some of the writings would 
it 
I apply and acme of it would be outmoded. 

j| Th.* 1 . th. « , « obwrv. * * *~* th. 
; and study the classics, study the writings with an eye to it 
Ji ' . 

i the new development of Harxiet-keninlst theory. 

} Q Row, you mere in the army during the entire period 

that the Communiat Political association waa in existence} 

is that correct? 

A X went in in January 19*3 end came out January 

19*6. X waa not here in that period. 

Q So* you entered before the Communiat Political 

Association was formed and came out after it was dissolvedi 

la that correct? 
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A Yes, that la correct, , 

Q Heir, in the testimony that you have given about 
i 
i 

the Communist Party not advocating force and violence, waa { 

i that tree of the cosnsttilst Party of the United Statea when 
you entered the amy? : 

A It waa* 

$ la it alao true of the Coomwniat Party whloh 

existed when yon left the amy and which exists now? 

A That is correct. 
i l 

Q now, Nr. Meyers, were yea ever taught or did yon j 

teach that the Cossntnist Political Association was dissolved 
and the Communist Party reconstituted so that Coasfunlsts j 
could return to the line of force and violence? j 

A I was neither taught and I have not so taught, j 
no. 

i 

0. How, after you left the amy did you rend and j 
discuss the resolution and the discussion smterial? ! i i 

A I did. . j 
" i 

4 With respect to the dissolution and the reeonstltu-j 
tlon? ' • ! 

A Yes. X rend the material with regard to the 
dissolution of the Communist Political Association, and so 

i 
on. | 

i 
4 Mow, were yon told what the reason was for the 

dissolution of the Cossntnist Political Association? ! 
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A Yes, 

Q And tha reconstltution? 

A Yes. 

Q Would you give us in a few words briefly what the 

reasons were that you were told that? 

A As I was told and as I conceived it, the Communist 

Political Association was dissolved because it waa an 

incorrect political theory that big buaineaa or sections of 

It, dominant sectiona of it were going to lead the American 
i 

post-war period to peace and prosperity. 

Xt was an incorrect conclusion, and it was com­

pletely unrealistic, and unrealistic appraisal of the role 

of big business in present society. 

Q What was the major emphasis of the reconstltution 

of the Communist Party in 19*5? 

A That in order to preserve peace after the war 

that it would have to be composed of a coalition of the 

working people, farmers, small businessmen,, and intellectuals * 

Q I show you Government's Exhibit number 22 which 

contains the resolution adopted at the 19*5 Convention on 

July 28, 19*5. Would you read that section on page 9*. 

MR. QREENt What? Page 9*? 

MR. BUCHMANt Yes. 

THE CLERK. Did you say 22? 

MR. BUCHMAHi I think it is 22, "The Struggle 



MS. BUCHMANt I aiean 21. Z an sorry. 

Q (BY MR. BUCHMAH) Is thst ths resolution adopted 

At the 19*5 Convention? 

A That ia correct. 

Q w i n you reed that? 

A "As elass-conscious American workers, as Marxists, 

we Coesatnists will do all in our power to help the 

American working class and its allies to fight for 

and realise thia program. At Ahe same time we will 

systematically explain to the people that substantlAl 

gains for the meases secured under capitalism are In­

evitably precarious, unatable and only partial and that 

Socialism alone can finally and completely abolish the 

social evils of capitalist society, including economic 

Insecurity, unemployment and the danger of fascism and 

war. 

"However, thia program ef aetIon will help the 

working class And tbe people as a whole to meet their J 

urgent immediate practical needs, enhancing generally 

their strength and influence in the nation. In the 

struggle for the program for peace and democracy, joba 

and security, favorable conditions are created for the 

masses of our people to recognize, on the basis of their 
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own experiences, th* need for th* eventual reorganisa-

tlon of aoelety along socialist lines, 

•We shall assist this proceeo by every available 

educational omana, taking full cognisance of the grow* 

Ing interest of the American people and ita working 

class in the historic experiences of the Soviet people 

In the building of a new socialist society, which has 

played the decisive role in the defeat of Hitler 

Oermany and the Axis, we ahall aim to convince the 

broad masses thet the eventual elimination of the 

profit system and the establishment of Socialism in the 

United States will usher in a new and higher type of 

democracy and a free road to unlimited and stable 

social progress because It will end exploitation of 

man by man and nation by nation, through the estab­

lishment of s aoelety without oppression and exploita­

tion. 

"While not yet accepting Socialism aa an ultimate 

goal, the American people today agree that fame lam must 

be destroyed, wherever it exists or wherever it raise 

its head. The American people are ready to protect 

and extend the Bill of Rights and all democratic liber­

ties. They are determined to fight for greater peace 

and democracy, for the right to work, greater job and 

social aecurity. 
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"Therefore, Cosswnists and non~€esm*inlsts, all 
progressives and anti-faaeista can be rallied in 
support of too above program of immediate action. For 
« * t. ^ « - ^ 
people upon whloh the majority aan unite today to prevent 
the rise of fascism and to assure victory In the 19%$ 
municipal elections and in the fateful 1 9*4 congressional 
elections which oust be organised and prepared for now* 
Thla is « program which must be championed in every 
factory and industry, in every community snd state, 
through the mediant of labor's political action] through 
the medium of labor's political action] through labor4s 
Joint and parallel action locally, and through broad 
shop steward conferences snd united community move­
ments, as well as through other broad united peoples 
and democratic front activities.* 
4 Now, Mr. Meyers, some of the Government witnesses 

haws referred to the term dictatorship of the Proletariat. 
What is the s*anlng of the term "proletariat* In Marxist 
literature? 

A "Proletariat* in Marxist literature means the 
workers in the factories, ths mines, mills, railroad workers), 
and So on. 

% What is meant by the term "bourgeoisie" in Marxist j 

literature? 



A The tern "sourgeoisiew ID Marxist literature 
!• • ' • • ' 

|! swans that a swell minority of big finance capitalists who j 
w 

own big industry, suoh a* steel, ooal, railroad*, end so 
si 

: on, ther art the big Monopolists, th* capitalists. 
|! • « ' ^ « , W * « W » - u 

I businessmen? ! i 
! A It do** not. 
!. ' ' ' ••• • ! 

0. Which 1* nor* numerous, aoeording to your deftni* j 

ii A well, I think tn* answer to that 1* obvious. The j 

worlstrs are sore nuwsrotts than a snail handrul of owners, 
tho*)* who own industry* and *o on. 

i| i 
! Q What 1* meant by th* tern dictatorship of th* 
! ' : , ' • • . . • ! | Proletariat* as us*d in Marxist llteratov*? | 
ji A The dictatorship of the proletariat is a class, 
| it has a class weaning. It doe* not a*an th* dictatorship j 
i ' j 

, «f son* individual, in Marxist literature th«y r*f*r to th* l| 
; present setup In society in the United Stat** as th* dictst-I ! 

II orsjttip of th* bourgeoisie. That doss not swan there 1* any 
single man that controls the country* but It do** swan that I • 

I the interests, finance, th* big owner* are protected, that 
si 
|| Is big business. j 

•! Under the tern "Dictatorship of the Proletariat" i 
j< ! j! what is meant Is that th* majority of th* peopl* ar* ruling j 

i 
j( and that th* majority af people would control th* destinies I 
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of the country, and they arc th* workers, the farmer*, 

email businessmen, the intellectuals,, the big majority. 

Q ' •What were y o u taught or have you taught as to 

whether or not violence is either necessary or advisable in 

obtaining this dletatorahip of the proletariat? 

a 1 have taught and 1 have been taught that violence 

la .not e i t h e necessary to bring 8' b o ulhe dictatorship of the 

proletariat but rather taught that it is possible and 

desirable to bring it about through peaceful means, through 

further extension, of democratic processes in which the 

majority of the American people through their own desires 

bring about socialism in the way they decide. 

0, How* some of the Government witnesses have rc~ 
i 

ferred to tbe term "Revolution" and "Revolutionist**. What j 
i 

1* meant by the term ^Revolution1* in Marxist literature? ! 
> 
t 

A Marxist literature uses the expreaaion revolution, 

which means a social change, it la not in any sense used 

in the narrow sense that it is used in the press with regard: 
i 

to what happen* in South America, but it doe* mean a complete 
i 
i 

change of one society to another. i 

Q Doe* the term ^Revolution* in Marxist literature I 

'necesiarily refer to e revolutionary'.change by mean* of | . 

force and violence? . j 

A It doea not. 
Q How, Mr. Hityers, several of the Government witneaa** 
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Mm testified about a polloy -of tbe Coiawunlai Par fey known 
a s s wson««nt»tloifi*" • D d t s s th© C4tmftl*t Party have a polloy 
known m. *eon*enMti£&*'? 
' . A Xt do*** 

Q ' _ What is meant In ths Comssmist Party by "concentre 
tlon"? 

A ' Th© eoneentiMtion. policy of tha Communist Party is 
ail follow*, x t m*wm that m m m m t m t a m thorn factories 
the** mills* tboam organisation*' where tha largest number 
of workers are gathered, and we devote the major efforts to 
dotrtinee this partiottlar section of the workers who., we 
believe^ • ean- most quiofely accept the policies'whleh w* take 
them, the $»?©j£ram we take to them* which leeans going to the 

largest areas where the most workers are gathered, the big 
factories* -the big, mill*, the- big mine*, the railroad 
center** 

0, • How,' did theHatlonai/Oonvention of the communiat 
Party ,ln 1950 adopt,, to' your knowledge, any reaolution on 
the policy of concentration? 

A Ye*, it did* 
^ How, X show you "Political Affair*" of February 

3351* What 1*./Political Affair*", *&v Meyer*? • 
; A Xt i* a publicttion' and contains the thinking of 

th* Communist Party* Xt is an official publication, 
$ ' How is it circulatedf •' 
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A it is circulated to All members and to tha public • 

who want to buy it «. , j 

Q, I* it an authorizec official publication in the j 

C < ^ i * t Party? : ̂  j 

A Yea, air, It is, i 

Q I shew you the February 1951 issue entitled M15th j 
i 

National Convention Cosssinlst Farty, U.S.A. organise the j 

Peace Front of the People!" 

That is the title page, is it not? 

A Yes. 

KR. BUCHMANi I would like to offer this in 

evidence, if Your Honor pleaae. j 

THS CLERKe Sxhlblt 16. 

(Political Affairs* February 
1951 was marked Defendants f 
Sxhlblt 16. j 

1 

Q (BY MR. BUCHMAN) This contsins, does it not, the i 

proceedings of the 15th National Convention of the Communist; 

Psrty? 
A There were several reports submitted* 

i 

Q Can anybody obtain this publication? 

A Yes, 

Q Or is it simply for the Coissunlst Party members? 

A Mo, it is made available to the general public. 
National 

Q Is this the resolution of the 15th Convention? 

A This is th* report which was accepted by the 
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Convention. ! 

Q would you road that Section on page 24 "A Sound j 

Concentration Policy*? j 

A "What ia the real baaia for our concentration ! 

policy?" | 
Q Would you rend slowly, Mr* Meyere. I can't ojuite j 

j 

follow it, | 

A "The Resolution before ua statea t 

"•The Party National Convention calls upon the 

whole Psrty to estsbllsh guarantees that a real policy 

of industrial concentration will be earned forward, 

and that major attention is given to the worker*, in | 

the stronghold of trustified capital, which happens 

also to be the stronghold of the reactionary labor 
off1cisIdem. Por by winning the workers in the in- i 

' i 
dttstrlee, we will be influencing the thinking and actions 

of the entire labor movement•* 
i 
i 

Q Now, would yon turn to page 27 and 28 and would 

you read thst? 
A It says here "Essence of our Concentration Poller.f 

I 

"At the 1^48 Convention of our Party we formulated | 

a program for concentration on the basic industries. 

We operated on the basis that the fight for peace 

could be won If the working class played a leading role 

in the developing peace coalition. More, we recognised 



1784 

that the fight for Soc iali«a,whlch proceeds through the I 
struggle for democracy, could advance only if we had 
a strong Communist Party anchored in the shops, and 
playing a leading role in the struggles of the working j 
elaea, Thia was the essence of our policy. To 

• • • : j 

realise the objectives of that policy we indicated the j 
need for four thingsJ 

i 

"1. Developing and testing in life a correct 
policy for each industry.. 

"2. Developing the united front from below to 
insure the carrying through of such a policy. 

"3« Drawing constant lessons from the exper- | 
lences of the workers in the course of their struggles,! 
thus helping to develop their clmss understanding. j 

"V. Systematically building the Party, by bring- j 

ing into its ranks the most militant and advanced workers. 
"Sh«M four point* of 19*8 ai» .till valid for na j 

in 1950. The difference ia that the new situation 
demands renewed emphasis. 

"In s general way we can say that immediately 
following the Convention the districts of the Party j 
undertook to unfold such a policy. For example, 
district confereneee were organised and problems of 
concentration discussed. Policies were worked out 
in relation to designated concentration industries1 



the tactic of the united front on & department and 

shop level waa mapped, and plana for Party building 

werfc concretely worked out." 
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. Is that what you taught about the purpose of 

concentration itt Maryland; ? 

A That is correct. 

4 Have you had experience with the polloy of 

concentration in any organizations other than the Communlat 
| Fsrty? 

A It le a comaon polloy our party adopts, to go where ; 

the key and deoielve section of the workers are, and we | 

can, to oonvinoe them. And it will help to expand far beyond 

any particular concentration plan, it is a common practice 

in the trade union movement. i 

For instance, where I work, in the textile union, j 

it wae the biggest textile sill In the country. And when j 

the textile anion began to organise the industry, with the j 
. . i 

upsurge of the C.I.O. in 1935 end 1936, ray plant was pioked ! 
i 

as a concentration point, and practically all of the forces \ 
i 

of the textile union were involved in helping the workers j 

there to organise the union. Once we organ!ted Looal 1874, j 

then we were able to use that in the industry to organize j 

almost the entire rayon induetry, and great sections of the j 

textile Industry outside of the rayon Induetry. j 
j 

But, first, the largest mill was picked as the j 
i 

concentration area or point. And once the union broke through j 
there, then it wae possible to go into much broader fields • 

» 

and to organize the other sections of the textile industry. j 
! 

And this was the concentration polloy. And the ! 
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j; same thing le applied In our party. 

ii . . . 
l! '4 How, doea the policy of concentration have anything 
ii ' • • ; 
,i to do vlth foroe and violence or the advocacy of force and 
!| ! 

• S violence? ; 
I ' i 
j A Nothing whatsoever. It is a means of reaching j 

i\ ' 

ji the people with our program. 
. ii 

« Has the Comaunist Party of Karyland and the Distriot 
tj 

Ij of Columbia attempted to carry out this policy of 

j! concentration? 

ji A we have a concentration policy* 
'i 
ii Q ; _ What is that policy? • 
N• ' • 

A We usually concentrate, for instance, in the steel 
industry. It is one of the primary industries in the city. 

!• or in this urea. 
ii 

j| $ Now, what is the purpose of concentration in the 

ji steel industry? 

'; A Well, for instance* there are 25,000 workers at 

ji Sparrows Point. And If we can convince then to accept our 
ij . .• 
ij policies, then it will lnfluenoe the entire labor movement 
! 

| in thia area. And we try to lnfluenoe the© by leaflet 

| distribution, by mailing of ss&terial to the steel workers. 

|| by distributing material in the communities where the steel 
I ; 

ji workers live, and ao on. 
ii 
ji 

!; And In that way we try to advance our policies and 

j : to get this decisive section of the workers In Baltimore to 

}| accept our policies. We feel if they would accept then, 
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l i t w o u l d h a v e a g r e a t i n f l u e n c e on t h e l a b o r m o v e m e n t i n 

t h e c o m m u n i t y G e n e r a l l y . 

Q When y o u a a y " w o u l d h a r e g r e a t i n f l u e n c e , " w h a t d o 

y o u m e a n ? 

A W e l l , we f e e l t h a t t h e p o l i c i e s t h a t we s u p p o r t , 

f o r i n s t a n c e , o n e o f t h e k e y f a c t o r s i n o u r c o n c e n t r a t i o n 

p o l l o y i n s t e e l i s t h e b u i l d i n g o f N e g r o - w h i t e u n i t y . Now, 

e x p e r i e n c e h a s s h o w n t h a t i t i s i m p o s s i b l e t o b u i l d a 

u n i o n , t o mnk© a n y a d v a n c e s i n s u c h an o r g a n i s a t i o n a s 

s t e e l , w i t h o u t t h e f i r m e s t u n i t y o f N e g r o a n d w h i t e w o r k e r s . 

I t i a a l s o shown t h n t t h e c o m p a n y u t i l i z e s p r e j u d i c e s t o t r y 

t o d i v i d e t h e w o r k e r * . 

And a s a n I m p o r t a n t p o i n t i n o u r c o n c e n t r a t i o n 

p o l i c y , we t r y t o c o n v i n c e t h e w o r k e r s , a s I h a v e o u t l i n e d , 

o f t h e n e e d o f t h e N e g r o a n d w h i t e w o r k e r s w o r k i n g t o g e t h e r 

t o a d v a n c e t h e i r s M l n s a t t h e m i l l , and t o t a k e t h a t p o l l o y 

o u t s i d e o f t h e m i l l and f i g h t f o r a n e n d o f t h e " J i m C r o w " 

i n t h i s a r e a . 

T h e w h o l e s i t u a t i o n i n B a l t i m o r e and i n t h e 

s u r r o u n d i n g a r e a i s one o f b r u t a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n a g a i n s t 

t h e N e g r o p e o p l e . And we f e e l i f s u c h a n u m b e r o f t h e w o r k e r s 

w o u l d b e c o n v i n o e d o f N e g r o - w h i t e u n i t y a n d t h e e n d o f 

d i s c r i m i n a t i o n i n t h e m i l l s , i t w o u l d m o s t c e r t a i n l y 

l n f l u e n o e t h e c o m m u n i t y and w o u l d h e l p I n b r i n g i n g a b o u t t h e 

r o t t o n d i s c r i m i n a t i o n t h a t e x i s t s I n B a l t i m o r e . 

A n d , i n t h i s w a y , we f e e l t h a t t h e c o n c e n t r a t i o n 



H k 

1789 

polloy will work Itself out, to apply Itself to what wa feel 

will oone out of It, the fight for the further extension 

of demooraoy. 

U Have you distributed any leaflets on that 
ii 
K 

jl particular subject? 
jj MH. FIXNN; I object! may it please the Court. 
it 

jj I think we have gone very far afield. If we are going te 

get into leaflets in addition to the explanation that we 
i' 
n 

|; have heard, I think wa will be here In terminably. 

|: ME. 3UCHKAH: Your Honor, 1 want to abbreviate 

j; as puch a a possible. We have no desire to extend natters 

by reading this in. out I desire St least to identify it, 

as there is a small a portion as possible, which we do feel 

is basic. 

THE COURT: 1 think the witness has had ample 
i ' 

• opportunity to explain to tha jury the ansaers to all 

I of the questions you have asked hire in regard to the oase. 

Hit. BUCHKAN: Could I JuSt have the witness read 

! the titles? 

ij THS COURT: No. I will sustain the objection on 

| the ground of the statement. 

ji MR. BUCHKAN: Could I make a proffer of proof, 
;'j 

ii THS COURT: If you wish to. 

j ! i (By Kr. Buchman) I ahow you this •Appeal to 

i; Reason,• Volume 1, Number 5, February, 1951. Ia that one 
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H 5 of the places of liieracure you 1 setae a vhat dealt with the 

subject of concentration, aa you have explained It? • A In part. 

Q I show you a leaflet entitled, "Victory at 

Sparrows Point, Negro-White Unity Can Win.- Is that one 

ef the leaflets you Issued? 

A That1 a rloht. 

$ "Facts for Steelworkers,' la that another issue? 

• A That's rlpjhs;. Various issues for steel workers, 

showing facts, that the party got out and distributed. 

WU BUCHKAN: I will Just nake a proffer. I want 

to proffer these in evidence aa Defendants' exhlolts. 
MR. FLYNN: I object. 

KR. 3UCHKAN: I was Just making a formal proffer. 

THE COURT: I have overruled. 

KR. SUOHKANJ t i l l they ba marked for Identification 
to indldate rejection? 

EH COURT: You can ask for it. 

(Leaflet, "Victory at Sparrows Point 
Negro-White Workers Unity Can Win," 
was siarked Defendants' Exhibit 1 7 (a) 
for Identification.) 

# (Leaflet, 'Facts for Steelworkers,1 was 
marked Defendants1 Sxhlblt 1 7 (b) for 
identification.) 

(Leaflet, "Appeal to Reaaon, Feoruary, 
1951i" was marked Defendants' Exhibit 
1 7 (c) for Identification.) 
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H 6 «i (By Kr. auohisan) Now, Kr. > yera, what doea 

the Communist Party teach and what have you taught concerning 

# the question of the Hegro people? 

KR. FLYNN: I oajeot. 

ill:'. CuUrtT: I sustain the objection. I sustain 

it on the rround that that is not an issue in this case, and 

on the further ground that insofar as it would have any 

relation to the case Involved, the witness has had a very 

full opportunity to explain his position aoout it. 

KR. BUCHMAN: Your Honor, there is Just one specifio 
point, a Government witness hue testified concerning the 
right of self-determination. 

W TBE COURT: Yes. On that point, I think you can 
ask. You have not asked that yet. 

KR. 3UCHKAH: I will isolate it. 

THS COURT: There has been no statement in the very 
extended remarks of the witness on the subject of Negroes. 

You have not aaked the question up to the present time whit 

U meant by self-determinstion of the Negro race. We have 

had some evidence on that, and you are entitled to give your 
version of it, if you wish. • KR. BUCHKAN: I will simply Isolate that aspect of 
the question, and withdraw that question. 

0. (By Mr. Buohman) Kr. Meyers, what is the position 
Df the Communist Party on what has been termed the right of 
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se If-de t e naln*.t i on of the Negro people? 

A 'well, this polloy flews out of the entire polloy 

of the Party tovard the Negro people. It is impossible to 

©eke © statement in ah Isolated way of the polloy of aelf-

determ!nation. Actually, it flows out of three basic — 

TBS GOGH?: Excuse me. Naturally, you can make 

a very long answer to a simple o.uestion. I can understand 

that. 

A 5C© a . 

•i'HL- COURT; Now, Kr. Buehman, I think you can 

rephrase the cuestlon so aa to bring out the reason for 

intention in regard to it, without the necessity of asking 

for a long discourse, tou will probably remember exactly 

what the Government'a evidence was on that one question. 

I suggest you formulate your question In such a way that the 

witness will be able to answer whether that is true or not. 

A Your Honor, I think on the basis of what you said, 

' I can answer It. 

THE GOUftti Please. 

9, {3y Kr. Buohman) You have heard tha Government's 

witness explanation of the terra of the right of self-

da termination of the Negro people. Will you please tell 

us what the Communist Party's position is on that aspect 

of the Hegro question? 
A I think I can touch on it briefly, as the Court 
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The polloy of self-determination for the Negro 

4 % 
people In the area vhere they are In the majority, the so-

W oalled "black belt" In the South, sterns from the polloy 

of the Communist Party toward the Negro people that, first, 

they have full economic equality, they have complete rights 

to Jobs without discrimination, and so on, the right to 

acquire Joos, skilled Jobs. In all Industries. That is 
putting It in a nut shell. 

Second is a complete polltloal equality, which 

means the complete right to vote in every section of the 

country, without pny poll tax or other discriminatory laws, 
w without the threat of terror, using terror in the South when 

they attempt to vote. 

The third stems from the Communist Party1s oomplete 

and thorough opposition to any form of segregation, "Jim 

Crow* discrimination. After all, our party is made up of 
Negro and white workers, people. 

The policy of self-determination simply flows out 

of theae three things. So in that area of the South where 

the Negro people are in the majority, the policy of self-• determination means that people have a right to elect people 

of their own people, representatives of their own people, 

either sheriffs, congressmen, mayors, and governors. That is 
the policy of self-government. 

-
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And it flow* further that if at any future time 

thla partieular area ao desirea, thay oan sat up their own 

organisation, tha way in which they desire. It does not 

mean setting up a "Jin Crow* state and that Negroes from 

one part of the country will have to go down to that 

particular area, or any of the nonsense some of the witnesses 

testified to. 

THS COURT: It isn't proper for you to comment 

in that way about witnesses on the other side, by referring 

to that as "nonsense." 1 hope you will not undertake to do 

that again. 

A No. 

THE COURT: I think you have answered the question. 

We will accept it. 

A Just to summarise it, it is a summarisation of 

the Communist Party's approach toward the Negro people of 

a oomplete polloy of economic equality and the end of all 

forms of discrimination. And as a normal result of suoh 

application of such policy, it means that in the area in 

which they are a majority and have been a majority for 

many, many years, that they have the right to eleot to office 

people whom they ohooae. That right doea not exist today. 

Q (By Kr. Buchman) Kr. Keyera, are you familiar 

with this pamphlet? (Showing booket to witness) 

A I am. 
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10 <4 Is this Issued by the Communist Party? 

A <It vas. 
Q Was thl« oir:ulated and distributed throughout 

Maryland to the Communlats? 

A It was. 

Q Waa it distributed to the publio generally, as well? 

A Yes. 

MR. 8UCHKAN: Now, if the Court please — 

MR. PLYN.N: I object to It. 

MR. BUCHMAN: I would like to offer in evidence 

three short paragraphs, in a booklet entitled, "The Path of 

Negro Liberation,* by Benjamin J. Davis. It represents the 

position of the Communist Party on the whole question, and 

there are Just three paragraphs. 

THE COURT: Does it have any reference to the 

Government* s evidence — 

KR. BUCHMAN: Yes, air. 

THS COURT: — in regard to what is meant by 

* self-determination?* If it haa, you can read that portion. 

KR. EUCHKAN: Shall I offer it in evidence first? 

THE CoURT: No. Just read the one thing. I do 

not think you are entitled to put the whole thing in. 

£. (By Kr. Buchman) Will you read the introduction, 
pags 3? 

THE COURT: You can read it. 
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(Heading) "The position of the CoBaaanist Party 

of tho United States en the question of Negro rights 
le that the Negro people are entitled to leased late and 
unconditional polltloal, aooial and eoononle equality 
in all Aipeets ofAmericanlife, civil and military." 

THE COURT: Now, ona moment. This is — 
KR. sUCHKAHt What? 
THS COURTt Is there anything in there whloh 

defines "self-determination of the Negro people?" 
KR. 8U8HKAN: That is exaotly what this paragraph 

does. Thla very paragraph. 
THE COURT: That le what I asked you to read. 

Will you read that, please? 
KR, dUCHKAN: This Is Just the sentence before. 
(Reading) "At the plenary session of the 

Hatlonal Committee of the Communlat Party held In New York 
December 3 to 5, 19^6, this position waa infused with a 
profound Karxist-Lenlniat content. The Party at this meeting 
adopted a resolution which recognised the Hegro question 
as the national question within our country and placed the 
Party squarely in support of the right of self-determination -
or self-government - for the Hegro people in the Black Belt 
area in the South where they are in the majority. This is 
now the policy of the Communist Party, although not a slogan 



H 11 |; 1797 
i' 
ji 

, of immediate action. And it fundamentally strengthens 
I tha effectiveness of our Party * and of the Hegro people 
jj 
jj and their labor-pru gresslve allies - in th© fight for the 
jj full oitixenahip of Hegro Americana in all of the current ii ' < struggles of the day." 
ji 

j' There are tvo store short paragraphs whioh deal 

i specifically with aeIf-determination. This ia from Page 21. 

j; *V/e should avoid presenting the slogan in any 

manner whatsoever that creates the impression that self-

i; determination would necessarily lead to the oreatlon of a 
li : • 
: separate Negro Bepublle. Separation le only one form It 
ii 
jj could take, And life Itself shows that the Negroes have a 

jj oontr.rr orU»«.tl«. Hor would .elf-d.t.r.lnaWon .nt.il 

ij the forced migration of Negroes elsewhere to th© area of 

li 
self-government.* 

And one concluding paragraph, 

•ae must not make this & slogan of immediate 

action hut oust point out Its long-range character flowing 

out of existing conditions and class relationships involving 

many factors. We must be sensitive to the past that the 

bourgeoisie and all its henchmen will seek to distort and 

discredit it even as they do iooi&lism and every other major 

step toward progress proposed in the country.* 

% (ay fir. auchman) Now, Kr. Keyers, is It the position of the Communist Party that force and violence 

http://nt.il
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should be used in tbe establishment of the Negro people's 

right for self-determination? 

A It is not. This polloy whleh ve support is, of 

itself, s peaceful nature. It means — 

THE COURT: I think you have an seered. 

il (By Kr. Buohman) Is it the peel tlon of the 

jj Communist Party that the Hegro people oould achieve the right 

j of self-determination only after or as a result of the 

I replacement of aapItalian — 
ii 
I' : KR. FLXJIH: I object. 
j q (By Kr. Buohman, continuing) — by Socialism? 
I' 

A It is not. We believe that the Hegro people in 

;! the South — 
li 

KR. BUCHKAH: Just a minute. 

THS COURT: Go ahead. Answer it. 

A We believe that the Hegro people in the South 
j 
can acquire self-government, self-determination, under a 

| capitalistic society. That is why ve fight for the right 

|i to vote for the Hegro people In the South, the end of 
Ij 
|| "Jim Crow* terror, lynch justice, fight for the end of the 

I poll tax. j 

j THE COURT: I think you have touched that a number j 

! of times. What is the next question? j 

0, (By Kr. Buohman) Kr. Keyers, you have testified j 
j the Communist Party does not advocate the use of force as 
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a meant to achieve Soeiallam. Mill you -.ell us now what 

tha Communist Party does advocate should he the means to 

achieve Socialism, and how that should be applied? 

A The Communiat 3arty has no blueprint as to how 

Socialism could come to America, because we know it will 

come to America when a majority of the people want it, and 

not before. 

However, on the basis of our own experience and 

the development of the Karxist-Leninist theory, I would 

I like to Juat briefly, very briefly state how it is possible 

that Socialism oould come to America, and unaer peaceful 

means, which is the orientation of the Communist Party 

and the way viooiallam should come to America — 

THE COURT. Just a minute. 

A Yes. 

TAL CJJU'riT: Doea your question have to do with 

the doctrine of the Communist Party, or are you asking for 

the personal views of the witness as to what should happen? 

KR. iUCHKAH: I am asking what his understanding 

is of what the Gommunist Party advocates. 

THE CoURT? It seems to me it indicates he was 

giving his personal views, rather than that of the Cormunlst 

Party. We should hear, not his personal views, but the 

Communist Party's. If the Communist Party has a doctrine, 
e * 

that would be the question. I sustain any further answer 
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<i 14 by the witness t > tha', particular question. Have you another 

question? 

Q (By Kr. buchman) I ask you what the Communist • ; Party advocates, and tell us what you, yourself advocated 

and taught should be the means to attain Socialism, and 

how it should take place? 

THS COURT: You mean how he advocates, and tell 

us as a Communist? 

Jul. BUCK HAH: Yes. 

THS COURT? I didn't say that. The distinction 

between the two came out in what I said just a moment ago, 

that the witness seemed Is be undertaking to give hie • personal thoughts as to how Sooialism should be brought 

about in the United States, which is not at issue in this 
case. 

Therefore, when you ask him what the Communist 

Party has taught, and "what you yourself have taught," it 

would mean that there was an infringement on the condition 

under whloh I permitted the question to be asked. You, 

no doubt, did not intend that. I will explain to the witness ' 

that his answer must relate to the doctrine of the • Communist Party, and not his Individual views. 

KR. BUCHKAH: I would like to point out, Your 

Honor, if I ml^ht, briefly, I don't know if the Court is in 

accord or not, but the question of specifio intent, we feel 
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i s of iaaue In the case. 

THE CWURT: I understand that. Oo ahead. 

A It waa taught by we — by *we," I wean the 

Communist Party and myself. I repeat, that we have no 

blueprint aa to how Sooialism will come to America, except 
ji 
jj that i t w i l l cone when the majority of the people want it, 
ii 

jj and in the way in which t h e h desire t o bring it to Amerlaa. 
j i 
jl However, as we have been brought forth in the 
ij 
i | trial, and demonstrated in day to day activities, we believe 
j that the first prerequisite for n peaceful transition to 

1 

jj Socialism ia t h e development and the extension of democracy 

i in this country, that the more freedom people have to talk, i: II 
: | 

ii to discuss, to learn, the more opportunity, the more the 
,1 

j | chance of a peaceful transition. 
; 

l| 

j. We alao teach i t can come through several forme. 

<i At the present time, and for a long time past, our Party 
i! 
ij haa advocated a people1 a front government. What that means 
i i 
is a coalition under tbe capitalist system, where various ii i 

jj sections of the people opposed to monopoly are in control 
I; 

is of the government, and curb the monopolies. We had that 
i i 
jj partially under the Roosevelt administration. It waa for 
ii 

ii that reason the Communist Party set aside its own program 

j and supported the candidacy of Henry Wallace in l<M+&. It waa 

In no sense a Communist Party program in either 19^+ nor 

19^8, but It waa a coalition which we felt could curb the 

1801 
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monopolies in this country snd extend demooraoy. 

And it la our teaohing and belief that with the 

further extension of demooraoy through the people's front 

government, through the curbing of monopolies that the 

whole desire of tha Amerioan people oan extend and expand 

until the people are in auch a poaition to bring about a 

change to Socialiam, without permitting big buslnsss to 

resort to force and violence in order to try to remain in 

power. That is the way in whioh we see the possibility of 

a peaceful transition from capitalism to socialism, that we 

have an extenaion of demooraoy to such an extent that the 

majority of the people, when they are ready to oring 

Socialism about in this oountry, oan do it, and at the same 

time curb the monopolies, who, certainly as history haa 

shown, will not let go of power peacefully unless they are 

prevented from doing so. 

(8y Mr. cuohman) Nov, what does the Communist 

Party teach its members by peaceful means, In order to help 

this peaceful transition from Capitallam to socialism* 

A The Communist Party teaches its members to carry 

on the kind of struggle that will being about democracy in 

America. By that, I mean «— 

THE COURTi I think you have anwsered that particular 

question. Xf it is something new you haven't covered, 

otherwise we won't go Into that. 
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(I (ay fcr. tiuchraan) Doea the Communist Party hare 

j a program of Immediate aim, as distinguished from long 

range objective, of the transition to Socialism? 

A We have such a program, vhioh ve feel will 

Implement the peaoeful transition to Socialism, but based 

on prssent needs* 

% "what does the Communist Party teach the relationship 

is between the day to day struggle for immediate demands 

and the peaoeful transition to Socialism? 

A We teaoh that by the successful struggle for 

immediate demands, we will lay the ground work for a peaoeful 

|| transition to Soolallsa in the future. 

4 Weil, does the Communist Party teaoh that these 

immediate demands mean what they say? 

KR. FLYNN: I object. 

ICR. dUCHK&N: There has been some testimony 

in that connection, referring to the Communists. 

TH- COURT: Yes, 1 think there was some testimony 

on that. I think you are entitled to ask the question. But 

I will restrict the witness to answer the question briefly. 

A All right, Your-Honor. X think the testimony 

already here presented — 

TR£ COURT: Kr. Meyers* I am afraid you will have 

to stop. You are acting as your own counsel in this case* 

and when you h»ve excellent counsel. Mow, I have permitted 
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that, but 1 really think 1:. is time for you to go along 

with your oounsal, and not continue to aet aa your own 

eounael. And do not undertake to make comments frost the 

witness stand. Just answer the question, what Is the 

question? 

% (By Kr. Buohman) Does ths Communiat Party 

program for the Immediate demands mean what it says? 

A It does. 

3 Will you explain that? 

A I oan. 

T H E C O U K T J It needs no explanation. Xt is a 
oategorioal answer and speaks for Itself. 

3 (By Kr. Buohman) A Government witness* Lautner. 

testified the Communist Party teaches Socialism oan be 

attained only in an emerge no y, a national emergency, a 

crisis, or war. Is this a true statement? 

A It is not. 

Q Is this a true statement of the Communiat Party's 

position on that? 

A Ko. The Communist Party's position is that there 

is a change of classes, and in this partleular situation, 

a change fron the capitalistic class to the working olass 

ooaing into power, ~ 

4 Let me ask you — 

A (Continuing) At a time when the present ruling 
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: class can no longer give the answer to the needs of the 

: people, and when ths majority of the working class die sirs 

i: 

j; H Now, what does tho Communist Party teaoh members 

; is their obligation with respect to crisis or war? 

j | A • The Communist Party teaches that crisis or war 

| can only hurt ths people, and that instead of working for 

;| war, we work for peace* work for a crisis when the crisis 
ii 
cones, because they arc inevitable under cap Italian. We 

; work to relieve and alllcviatc the majority of the people 

I! who suffer In times of eoonostlo crisis. 

4 t l 5 
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Q, (By Sr. Buchman): Doea tha Communist Party have 

a program that seeks to alleviate eriaes and prevent ear? 

A It does. 

Vd What la that progrem? 

A First • 

MH. FLYHH: Ia It a written document or ia It 

something ve can look at? 

MR. BUCHMANx Yea, first I eant hie enawer ana 

then I will document It with the resolution. 

THE COURT: I overrule the objection. 

THE slTNEOLj Yea, the Communist Party hea as Its 

primary objective the establishment of peace and the 

defeat of fascism. Second, for the development of the 

economic needs of the people. Another phase of our 

program is the end of all forma of discrimination 

against the Negro people and other minorities. These are 

some of the portions of the progrem of the Communist 

Party and they have been the constant program since the 

reconctitution of the Party. 

MS, BUCHMAN: May I have "The struggle Against 

lievlaionlam", Government Exhibit 21. This is an exaot 

copy. 

(By Mr. Buchman) -ill you juat reed the slogans 

without - I think there*a only about five major alogana. 

Juat read the five aentenoes. This is part of the 1948 
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0 1 Convention of the Communist i'arty* 

KR. ORKBK: What page? • MR. BUCHMANt Page 90. 
THS %ITH£bS: The alogan at the head of the 

various paragrapha beginning - keeping in mind that this 

convention waa held while the war with Japan was still on: 

1. Speed the defeat of feacist-millterist Japan. 

2, Complete the destruction of fasciam and build 

e durable peace. 
5. Push the Fight for Sixty Million Jobs - Meet 

the Human Keeda of Reconversion. • 4. Keep Faith with the Men Sno ight for Victory. 

5. safeguard and Extend Demooraoy. 

6. safeguard the Future of iimerlca's Youth. 

These are some of the headings under which our 

program at thet time was eatebliahed in conventions 
<i Haa that five-point program you outlined been 

the general program of the Communist farty since 1945? 

A It has. It has been extended and deepened. 

At that time the main fight of tbe Party eas for victory 

over Japan. How the main fight la the establishment of • over Japan. How the main fight la the establishment of 

peaoe. 
H I want to ahow you "Polit cal Affaire" of 

September, 1948, headed 14th National convention of the 

Communiat Party U. 3. A. Thia mentions, does it not, the 



1808 

1948 election platform of the Communist Party? 
A That's right. 

Q, Do you have a brief portion hera thot would a urn 
up tha platform - it la rather long • 

THE COURT: I think you are Just repeating. If 

you hove anything new, I suggest you go to It. 

NR. BUCHaANt ky purpose la to establish the 

point and show the continuance of it. 
you 

THE COURT: I think/have had full Opportunity 

to show it and the witness has answered. 
KR. BUCHMAN: Kay 1 Just offer this in evidence 

without reading itT 
THE COURT: No. It ia already in evidence. You 

can not juat put in books without some good reason for it. 

•YH. BUGBi:AN: I will reserve this at the time. 

U (By Mr. Buchman ): Now. you have mentioned the 

first item In the program of immediate alma of the Communist 

Perty as being the atruggle for peace against fascism, 

a Yes. 

(jj Shat is the Comaunist I arty policy on the 
q ueation of peace? 

A The Communist Party on the queatlon of peaoe 

haa fought for the peaceful co-existance of the United 

statea and the Soviet Union aa being the best guarantee 

of the prevention of the outbreak of another .orId .var. 
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It Is our poaition thet since the end of <»orld Sar II, 

certain sections of American bic- business have determined 

to start another torId ear* -e feel that intervention in 

Korea ia part of that. *e have oppoaed the ear in Korea 
fro-, its beginning. We have opposed B e n d i n g of American 

troops to Korea and, a I said in my opening statement -

54 let me ask you, what is the position of the 

Communist i'arty with respect to fascism/? 

A The Communist i'arty is opposed to any -

THE COURT: Is that an issue in this eaae? £0 
we have fuseism in the united ^tetes* I aa asking you. 

Mr. Buchman. ore you contending thet we have any faaciam 
in the United Statea? 

MR. BUCHMAHI Ko, we don't, Your Honor. 

THS COUFiT: ";Vhat ia the purpoae then of aaking 

the witness about it? 

MR. BUCHMAH: He ststed that waa the firat part 

of the program, representing the need for transition to 

THE COURTi I thought it wee ir eel event then and 
I think it la irrelevant now. 

{hy ; Buohman) I ahow /oa the January 1051 

issue of "Political Affairs". This wee mentioned in 

the statement - does this contain any stetement of the 

Cofflfiiunist Party position on peace firat, and then outline 
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it. 

A It floes. 

MR. BUCHMANt If the Court pleaae, I would like 

ta read two omall seetlone. 

TH£ COURT: Very well, read it. 

MK. BUCHMAN: Head beginning on page 6, point 9, 

THE WITNESSt This ia from the resolution of the 

15th Convention of the Communist Party; 

*9« From all of the above it ean be aeen that 

the struggle for peaee la the central, a11-embracing 

task for the whole preaent hiatorlo period. The 

future of our nation, the welfare of our people, 

dependa on the outcome of thie atruggle. The war 

course of nail Street and Washington hea placed the 

United States in dire peril. It la the aacred duty 

of our Party, of every worker, of every person who 

loves his home and country, to prevent a third world 

war with all Its ghaatly consequences. Such a war 

would only spell death, destruction, untold misery 
and starvation, not only for other peoplea throughout 

the world, but for our own people. There ia no greater 

patriotic duty than to prevent a third world wafj for 

to aave tha peace Is to save America itself from 

destruction." 

Another section -
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THiS COURT: I think that ia enough. 

MR. BUCHMAN: *»ho issued that statement, may I 
aakT 

THii rVlTRi.o^: It i 8 part of the main reaolution 

of the Communist JJarty of the United states, passed st the 

National Convention in New York City. 

<4 what year? 

A 1950, and this deals with en entlrely different 
subject. 

<* Ia that an -.fficial atate&ent of the Communist 
Party? 

A It le. 

(4 Doee it express the policies which, to your 
knowledge, have been taught and advocated by the Communist 

Party of Maryland and the District of Columbia? 
A It doea. 

V ffhere ia another short three sentences I would 

like to have the witness read. Just read those firat 

three sentences there. 

A w*e declare our readiness to work together with 
I anyone, regardless of hla politieal viewa, ao long as 

he truly desires peace. In time, all who desire peace 
must make up one greet peace front." 

% Ilea the Communist Party in Maryland and the 

District of Columbia done anything to educate its members 
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as to tho position of the Party on pease and what the 

* meanera of the Party should do about it? 

A It has, «e have issued material and we have 

dlaoueaed It at classes. We taught that wsr la not 

inevitable, that it ia not Impossible to prevent the 

outbreak of s third florid ear, that the people of this 

country ought to cooperate with the rest of the people in 

the world that desire peace and can prevent the outbreak 

of a third acrid War. Ve have lsaued material to the 

public to present our position. 3e have made proposals 

to the public aa to how we think they can help prevent the 

bringing about of the Third .iorld &ar. It has been the 

central theme of our work In the Tarty in thla District 

and throughout the country for the past number of yeara 

now* 

vt Mr. Meyers, I show you some leaflets and pamphlets 

{ fere these distributed in Maryland and the District of 

Colombia? 

A They were. 

MB* yXYNKi 1 objeet. 

TES COURT* 1 think the witneaa haa fully cov red 

the subject about which you are asking him and I sustain 

Mr. Tlynn's objection to the introduction of more 

pamphlets. The witness seems to have expressed them very 

fully himself. 
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C 8 MR, BUCHLAK: Doea Your Honor believe that since 

the prosecution haa made It such a major part of lta eaae 

that In oaae of war, a ehange would take place -

THS COURT: I think the wltnoaa has stated very 
dearly • 

MR, 5UCH&ANs I want to document them and -

THa" COURT; It may he later on, If there la any 

controversy in it, I might change ay ruling on it, but 

you have introduced ao many documents, it aeeas to me in 

respect to the ttitaes©* testimony, that you ere 

piling up a very large record on tha subject. 

- Miu BUCHBABi Except that tha Government ho a a 

quantitative edge on us. 

THS COURT: 1 don't know whet you mean by that. 
Bo you mean more documents? 

MR. BUCHMAN; Yea. 

THai COURT; 1 don't think so. They referred to 

ac many books as you have but the extracts they read were 

much shorter, I do not think it important one way or 

another. The queatlon is the quality rather than the 

quantity of evidence. 

(t (By tty, Buchman); Do you have any idea of the 

total number of leaflets dealing with the Communist Party 

policy on peace that were Issued In Maryland and the 

District of Columbia during the past year? 
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* • MR, FLYNN: I object. 

THS COURT: If he own answer by giving a number, • I will overrule the objection. 

THE VXTJ.&SS: Hundreds of thousands. That is 

the best I can give. 

q (By Lr. Buchmnn) There has been some testimony 

that in time of depression, that the change would take 

place and I think the statement was made that the Communist 

Party advocated the oncoming of depression. Has the 

Communist Party in Maryland and the District of Columbia 

advanced any program in connection with economic depreasion • or economic crisis'? 

MR. FLYNN: I object. 

TH2 ..ITNiSS: It has. 

MR. FLYNN: X do not think there is any such 

testimony. 

TH! COURT: I did not quite catch perhaps what 

you said in your question. Prefacing your question, you 

Sfid something about the Communist Party having advocated 

a depression. 
MR. BUCHMAN: I said the substance of several 

w of the witnesses of the Government was thnt thia violent 

revolution would take place during a period of depression 

and, therefore, the Communist Tarty advocated or tried to 

promote depression, and I wanted to show that the Comaunist 
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Party program was tha reverse. 

THiS COURT: X do not recall any evidence that the 

Communist Party advocated depreaalone One witness for the 

Government did make the statement as to when the objectives 

of tbe Party would try to be accomplished, but that la not 

advocating depression, as far as I recoil it. 

M R e BUCHMAN: Your Honor, I would like to be 

heard on this point because I think it is important* 

T H E C O U R T : X>o you went to ask him whether the 

Communist Party advocatea a depression? 

M R . BUCHMAH: No, X want to establish through 

him that the Communist Party program was to avert 

depression end what their activities persuant to that 

were. I think it Is relevant on a number of grounda; firat 

in directing him to the Government'a allegations; secondly, 

we want to ahow the whole activity was inconsistent with 

that charge, and further that it is relevant to the 

question of specific Intention, and thirdly, it deala 

w th the relationship to quick and preaent danger, so that 

for those reasons »e feel the testimony along thia line ia 

relevant. 

THH COURT: The only evidence that I recall that 

the Government haa In referring to depreaslon is this: A 

witness waa aaked, who was a teseher or Instructor for the 

Coauauniet Party, with reapect to when the revolution which 
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th« Communlat Farty, as ha aald, vaa seeking to accomplish, 

would he put into effect. His answer was that it would he 

in time of great depression, when there waa great economic 

disturbance or when the Communist Party had attained such | 

influence as would probably make the revolution successful. 

That Is the only reference X remember on the subject of 
i 

depression. 
U#> BUOHKAN. To rebut that, I want to offer 

material, as cell as testimony, showing that the Communlat • 

Party was doing everything in its power to avert economic 

depression. That ia the line X want to pursue, if the > 

Court pleaae. 

THB COURT: You can ask a queatlon which will 

lead to a abort answer and not a long dissertation on it 

because it will be repetitious. 

:« (By kr. Buchman): Haa the Communist Party j 

of Maryland and the District of Columbia or nationally 

through your knowledge had any economic program designed j 

to avert depression? j 

A Depressions come as the inevitable result of the 

eapltaliatlc system -

THS COURT; Now, Kr. Buchman, don't you see 

exactly what I have in mind by saking you to limit your 

questions to the point. You ask a question in suoh a 

form that the witness has an opportunity to repeat and 
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repeat again hia views about It. It is perfectly ell 

right that he should give his vlewa to the Jury, but when 

he has given them once, it seems to me when you ask 

question after question and ask for mere re etition of 

lt ( it ia time for me to intervene and aay so, 

•i (By Mr. Buchman): I will shorten thia by thla 

question* UT, Beyers, was this pamphlet "New Depression" 

by Bernard Burton distributed and circulated in Maryland? 

MR. FLYNN: I object. 

THB COURT; 1 austain the objeotion. 

MB. BUCHMANi I thought that might -

TH£ COURT: Please do not argue with me. I made 

a statement about it. I must ma ke rulings, Mr. Buchman. 

MB. BUCI&.AN: will Your Honor indulge me for a 

moment, pleaae. May we have Government Exhibit 21. 
,t<t (By M?r« Buchman): Doea the 1945 Resolution of the 

Communist Party when reconstituted contain a program designed 
to avert depression? 

UR« FlXHMt I object. 

THB COURT: I do not think thla wltneas waa at' 

the 1945 Convention and all he would be doing would be 

reading out of pamphleta again* I sustain the objeotion* 

ii (By Mr* Buchman): I ask you, Mr* Meyers, at thia 

time to read from Point 3 of the 1945 resolution. 

THB COURT: That la contrary to the rulings I 

have made. If Mr* Flynn doea not object, I will allow It* 
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C 13 MR. FLYNN: I object. 

MR . BUCHMAH: 1 was not aware of Your Honor*a • ruling. Thia already is in evidence and I want to read a • 
few sections. 

THS COURT: If it la in evidence, it may be read, 

at the proper time and by the proper person. I sustain 

the objection to your aaking the witness to read It again. 

MR* BUCH&AN: lie has not read this part again. 

THS COURT: Is that paragraph in evidenoe? 

MR. BUCHMAN: Ho, 
TEE COURT: You read it then. Is the whole book • in evidence ? • sal» BUCHMAH. Yea. 

THE COURT: Very well, you may read the paragraph. 
KR. BUCHMAH: Page 91 from Covermsent Sxhibit 21 

on "The struggle Against ueviaionlaa"9 and this is the 

resolution adopted by the Communist arty aa reconstituted 

in 1945, Point 3 ; 

"III. Push the ?lght for Sixty Million Joba -

Seet the Human Needs of Reconversion! • "Make the right to work and the democratic aims 

of the second Dill of Righta the law of the land. 

Support the Murray Full &aployment is ill* 

"Increase purchasing power to promote maximum 

employment. Ho reduction in weekly tae-hotae pay 
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when o v e r t i m e I s e l i m i n a t e d . 

•Tveviae t h e l i t t l e ~ t e e l f o r m u l a t o i n o r e a a e 

w a g e s a o a a t o m e e t t h e r l e e i n t h e o o a t o f l i v i n g . 

P a a e t h e P e p p e r 6 5 - c e n t i . in imum H o u r l y K a i l B i l l . 

S u p p o r t t h e s e a m e n ' s B i l l o f ftlghta, H. K. £346. 

D e f e n d t h e w a r t i m e g a i n s o f t h e l * e g r o w o r k e r s I n 

i n d u s t r y . 

• ^ E s t a b l i s h a s h o r t e r w o r k w e e k e x c e p t w h e r e t h i s 

w o u l d h a m p e r w a r p r o d u c t i o n . 

L a t a b l l s h t h e ^ u e r s n t e e d a n n u a l w a g e i n i n d u s t r y . 

"Aaforoe t h e r i ^ h t t o w o r k and t o e q u a l i t y i n 

j o b s t a t u s f o r w o m e n . G u a r a n t e e t h e e x e r c i s e o f t h l a 

r i g h t b y a d e q u a t e t r a i n i n g , u p g r a d i n g , s e n i o r i t y 

r i g h t a , aa w e l l aa b y p r o v i d i n g d a y n u r s e r i e s and 

c h i l d - c a r e c e n t e r s t o a i d a l l w o r k i n g m o t h e r s . S a f e ­

g u a r d a n d e x t e n t e x i s t i n g s o c i a l l e g i s l a t i o n f o r women, 

a a w o r k e r s and m o t h e r s , s n d a b o l i s h a l l d i s c r i m i n a t o r y 

l e g i s l a t i o n a g a i n s t women. 

" S u p p o r t P r e s i d e n t T r u m a n * s p r o p o a a l s f o r e m e r g e n c y 

f e d e r a l l e g i s l a t i o n t o e x t e n d a n d s u p p l e m e n t p r e s e n t 

u n e m p l o y m e n t i n s u r a n c e b e n e f i t s s s a n e c e s s a r y f i r a t 

s t e p t o o o p e w i t h t h e c u r r e n t l a r g e - s c a l e o u t b a c k s 

and l a y - o f f s , s t a r t u n e m p l o y m e n t i n s u r a n c e p a y m e n t s 

p r o m p t l y u p o n l o s s o f j o b a n d c o n t i n u e u n t i l new 

e m p l o y m e n t ia f o » n * » P r o v i d e a d e q u a t e s e v e r a n c e p a y 
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for laid-off workers. 

"Prevent growing unemployment during the recon­

version snd postwar period by starting large-aeale 

federal, state, municipal and local public works 

programs - (rural and urban) slum clearance, low 

rental electrification, waterway projeota (such aa the 

3t. Lawrence and the Missouri River Valley), the 

building of new schools, hospitals, roada, etc 
"No scrapping of government-owned lnduatrial 

piante. Guarantee the operation of theae plants, et 

full eepeeity for pceoeti&e purpoaee. 
"Establish public ownership of the munitions, power 

and utility industries to place them under democratic 

control. 

Support all measures for full farm production, 

Lefeat the advocates of aoarclty. Extend and streng­

then the farm price support program. Estebliah low-

cost credit and adequate crop insurance. Safeguard 

the family-sized farms. Help tenant farmers to become 

owners. Snd the semi-feudal aharecropplng system in 

the South. 

Maintain and rigidly enforoe rent and price 

control and rationing. Strengthen the law enforcement 

powers of the OPA. Smash the blaok market. 

.Prosecute the war profiteera. No reduction or 
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lisrtlngh 
ft Cavey 
345 p 

refunds In corporate, exoesa profit and Income taxes 

for the millionaires and Dig corporatlone. Loser 

taxes for those least able to pay. 
HPasa the iagner-i!urray-Elngell social ceourlty 

bill.-

% (By ~r. Buchman) I think you a ntioned another 

item in the program of immedata ai a of the Communist 

Party, the protection of democratic liberties. Just what 

haa the Communist Party from the Maryland and District of 

Columbia done to carry out thla program while you hare 

been connected with It? 

MR. FLYNN: I object. 

THM COUBT: ahst hne that to do with this case, 

Mr. Buchman, the protection of democratic liberties, ire we 

not doing about that all the time. Thet is a function 

of government, isn't itv 

M B . BUCHMAN: The defendants may demur to that 
proposition, Your Honor. 

T H B COURT: It is possible they might. My point 
la thla: 

MR. BUCHMAN. My point is this: There have been 

these ell gations that the Communist arty has advocated 

fforce and violence in the overthrow of thia government, ehd 

we will show it has done everything to extend democratic 

rights and liberties. 



1822 
3:45 PM 3:45 PM 

THt COURT: Isn't what Just utterly repetitious 
I 1 

of what the witness has been testifying for nearly five • hours today? 

KR. SUCHKAN: But, Your Honor, do you want 

evidence to substantiate that this is what the had 

actually done, not simply the conclusions of a witness? 

THE COURT: What was tha question? 

KR. BUCHMAN: Would the reporter read it back? 

THE COURT: Kaybe you would like to ask another 
question. 

v* {dy Kr. Buohman) Now, Mr. Beyers, you mentioned 

# as another part of the Communist Party1s program of immediate 

demands its struggle for civil llvertiea, extending and 

protecting the democratic rights. Just >rhat has the 

Communist Party in Maryland and the District of Columbia 

actually done, to your knowledge, during the past several 
years In that connection? 

KR. FLYNN: It is objected to, if it please 
Your Honor. 

THE CuURT: Of course, the iaaue of the case, one 

issue holds the Communist Party teaches and advocates the • overthrow of the government of the United States by foroe 

and violence. Now, let1a see how that question relates 

to that issue. What has the Communiat Party done to protect 

civil liberties? Now, how doea that relate to the intention 
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to overthrow tho uoveroment of tho United Statea? 

fhe que it ion here ia not'whether the people who are 

on trial in thia ease have good or had motive a with reepeot 

to the various types of legislation. Tho question le 

whether they joined In a conspiracy to teach, or their 

mashers, to teaoh the necessity and duty of overthrowing 

the Governs*nt of the United States. Does the Oomwunist 

Party today advocate forms which may not themselves he 

desirable to do so. This is a question which the jury must 

answer in this case. 

As long as I can see your question deals with tha 

issues of the eaee, I will let you develop it, and you have 

a right to develop it. But X do not see how the question 

of advocating civil liberties, to the extent they are 

guaranteed by the Goastltution of the United States, and 

every Court in the United Statea la obliged to follow, 

how that bears on the question of whether these defendants 

joined the conspiracy Which X have referred to. 

MH. BUCHKANt Xf the Court please, I have stated 

a few moments ago our position* if wo do so — 

THE COURT: I will let you ask him a question which 

can develop a very short anawer. •Have yoa assisted, 

wherever you thought it proper, in the defense of civil 

liberties, as a Party?" You can ask him that question. 

KR. BUCHMAHt Xf It please — 
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H 3 MR. FLYNN: If-it. please the Court, they-referred 
; to them as "democratic liberties.* I don't know if they 

mean any different than "civil liberties." I think we 

: ought to find out, 

THE COURTt- If you wish to aak him whether the 

Communist Party participated In advocating the defense of 

oivil liberties, you may do so. 

Q, (By Mr. Buohman) Did:you hear the Court's last 

question? Will you answer the last question? 

;' A We have, in a number of oases* 

i| THE COURT: That Is righ§. mat la the next 
ii 
;j question. 
'i 

Q, (By Mr. Buchman) In what ways have you done so? 

MR. FLYNN: I object to the question. 

THE COURT: I sustain the objection to that. I 

think it is immaterial to the issue in the oase* 
;! • ' Q, (By Mr, Buchman) Now, Mr. Meyers, is it true many 
ij 
I members of the Communist Party do not reveal their membership 
ii 
jl publloly? 
•j • 
j' 
'i A That is correot. 
tj Q Why is it some of them do not reveal their 
'I ' jj membership publicly? 
•i 

I; A I think for obvious reasons. Under the present 

wave of repression and red baiting, for some members of the 

'! Communist Party to reveal their Identity as communists would 
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mean they would lose their jo.:a and suffer reprisals, suffer 

discrimination. I could go on much further on this subject. 

But It is for these reasons that some Communist Party members 

do not Identify themselves as comaunlsts, and the Communist 

Farty does not so identify then. As X said. X could go on 

further. X have some of my own experiences. 

h Now. Nr. Keyers, have you ever in or out of the 

Communist Farty advocated the overthrow of the United States 

Government by force or violence? 

A Neither X, my co-defendants or my party have 

ever advocated the overthrow of the Government of the 

United states. 

Q Has anything you have done or advocated in or out 

of the Communist Party been done with the intent to overthrow 

the United States Government by force or violence? 

A No* Bather, I think; what we do,or what we propose* 

strengthens the demooraoy in the United States. Xt has 

nothing to do with foroe and violence. 

Q, Po you understand, Kr. Meyers* the Communist 

doctrine, or the doctrine of the Communiat Party ia to 

advocate the overthrow the Government by force and violence'1 

A It does not* ^ 

4 Have you been taught in the Communiat Party, or 

have you ever taught that the Government should be overthrown 

by foroe and violence? 
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A Haither I, my co-defendants nor my party haa 

ever taught the need or desirability of the overthrow of the 

Government by violence. 

KR. BUCHMANt If the Court please, Z thin* this 

oonoludes ay direct examination of Kr. Meyers. 

THS COURTt Do you with te cross examine, Kr. Flynn? 

KR. FiXKSl Tea, sir. 

GROSS-EXAMINATION 

BY. KR. FLYHlJ 

(4 Kr. Meyers, you aay that you Joined the Communist 

Party in 1942? 

A In the Fall. 

Q The Fall of 1942. Where did you Join? 

A In Cumberland, Maryland. 

<4 Who was the head of the Communist Party at that 

time In Maryland? 

KR. BUCHMAH3 I object to the question, Your Honor. 

THE COURTt any? 

KR. BUCHMAHt It is irrelevant and Immaterial. 

THE COURTt I am not disposed to think it is highly 

material, but I think It la legally material. Overruled. 

A Doctor Blumberg. 

Q (By Kr. Flynn) Doctor Blumberg. Did he live la 

Cumberland? 
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4 He Aid not* 

A no. 

KR. BASaKTTs I objeot, 7our Honor, to tho question. 

THE COURTt What is your objection? Are you 

eounael for Mr. Keyers? 

ME. BASSETT: Mo, Tour Honor. X think X hove a 

right, have X not, to objeot to tha Interest of the other 

defendanta? 

THE COURT: Of eourse. Then you ara objeotlng 

for your particular client? 

K R . BASSETT: Tea. 

T H E COURT: On what basis? 

KR. BASSETT: Xt seems to no it is clearly not 

germalne for cross-examination. 

THE COURT: I will orerrule it. X think it ii 

relevant and proper cross-examination. Go ahead. 

Q (By Kr. Flynn) Ton say doctor Blumberg was head 

of the party. Was he the one that brought you Into the 

Communist Party? 

A Ho. The Ceianese Corporation brought ma Into the 

Communlat Party. 

Q Vas Doctor Blumberg associated with the Ceianese 

plant? Vas he, in any way? 

A No. 
4 your Honor, Kr. Flynn, Ladies and Gentlemen of the 
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: .Jury, it la not my purpoae here to name people who have 
!< not been openly identified as E e n b e r a of the Communist Party* 
i' 
• and for the sane reasons that X gave when X said it is 
it 
1 necessary for sons people to ooneeal their membership, and 
r 

j ; for very good reasons, 
t! il 
|i Q> ¥hy is it, Kr. Key ere, you don* t want to reveal 
ll 
ij who the offioers of your party were at that tine? 
, i 

! A By not only revealing who is members of the party 

but even answering questions as to who is or who Is not 
i: 

j members of the Communistic Party, under these oonultlone 
: and clreumstanoee would leave them open to attack. And it 

is not my purpose to permit innocent people to be subjected 

li to attack. 
), 

i' 

;4 Xs there any reason why anybody should be attacked 

|: because they belong to the Communist Party? 

! A X don* t know. X don11 think X should be here. 
s 

'4 Why are you so hesitant about mentioning anyone 
i ' , • • 

!| who is a member of officer of your party? 
!i • 
' A For the reasons I stated earlier, because It would 

!: subject them to villifioation, that we don't have to have 

| many examples of how that oan happen. We have people on the 

;| very vague premise that somebody raiht have thought they 
:i . • • 

; were communists hauled over to Washington and questioned 

|| for weeks at a time, and questioned whether or not they were 

i! members of the Communist Party. There is a concerted drive 
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i! ! 
' against people who nay ha me ribs re, or who* soma Informer i! • i 
>! thinks is a member. 
'I j 

THS COURTt Just a minute. Do you want to press j 
! 

your inquiry? If you do, I will give serious ooneIda ration 
jl j 

|| to whether It is material, or not, if it domes to j 
: materiality. If it is material for the Government to know, j 
;| tha witness will answer. But I do not wish to press the j 
|| witness on something he does not want to amsser for the | 
reason he has said, it is not material, unless it is material j 

li . • • : • - < , . ! 

I to. the ease. V 
II KR. m«Ht At this point of being material to the j 
i! • ' ! 

ji oase, Ygur Honor, X don't think It la too material, but 
jl ! !!' 1 do think It will become material In the later part of my • i li examination. 
!! ! 

THS COURTt Ve will wait until we get to that ! 
bridge before we cross It. 

ii 0. (By Kr. flynn) Do you know where Doctor Blumbers 1 I 
II is now? 
I! ! ij A Me. 
jj Q, You do not. Xs there any member of your party you 
|| know of who knows where he is? 
! KB. BUCHKAMt X objeet to this line ef questioning, j 
i! 1 

ji THS COURTt X sustain your objeotion to the last j 
j! question. X think It is not a peeper question. 

£ (By Kr. flynn} When you joined the party in the Fall 
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'•• of 1942, did you reveal your membership to the people in 
li 
;Cumberland? Did they know you were a member of the party? 
\ 

A to & few. It wasn't put in the papers. 
ji 

ii f4 1 understood you to say it wasn't until 1948 

I; that you revealed the fact that you were in the Communist 

jj Party? 

A It was at that time that it was publicly 

/ announced that X became an official of the Communiat Party. 

i| Q, isn't It a faot that between 1942 and all during I 
jj the period you were in the Communist Party and also the 

ij period you were in the United States Army, isn't it a faot 

|! you hid the fact that you were a Communist and belonged to 

ii the Communist Party? • 

IS A Mo, I didn't hide it while I was in the Army. We 
; were not members of the party. I didn't mean In publio 

jj knowledge. 

Q, You said when you were in the Army you were not a 

member of the party? 

A No. It was at that time anyone who went into 

jjthe Army left the membership of the party until they came 

I'out of the Army. 
'I 

j| a How did they accomplish that? Did they resign, 

I! write a resignation of any kind? 

ij A It was an action taken by th® party. 

'4 What kind of enaction was taken by the party? 
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jj A By the national Committee, national leadership. ; 

ti 4 In other word*, isn't it true they said anybody 
'i i going into the United States Army, we won't reveal the faot 

I you are Communists? 

jj A No. They said they are not In the party. They 
il 
' had no meetings, paid no dues. 
|! THE CoURT: The witness has been on the stand 
;l 

jj for several hours. I think we better take our adjournment. 

;] You may be excused until tomorrow morning at 

| ten o'clock, of course, do not discuss the oase or let anybody 
i» 

ji talk to you about it, and nobody is to talk to the jurors 

j; about it. 

j ; (Thereupon, at 4:00 p.m., the trial of the above 

! entitled case was adjourned until 10:00 a.m., March 25, 1952.) 
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• I certify that the foregoing is a true and 

correct transcript of the proceedings in the above eaae. 

• Official Reporter 

• j 


