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(The Clerk called the names of the jury, after whicn:
the following occurred:) !
THE CLERK: Jury c¢alled, Your Honor. 3

THE GOURT: Are the defendants ready to proceed?

MR. BASSET: If Your Honor please, there is some
work in cennection with the case which I need to be doing in :
my office, and I would like to ask Your Honor's permission to
be excused from thc session thiz morning in view of the nnturq
of the timﬁly proeandinsa, and there is no necesaity for me i
to be here. | _

My elieht, Mrs. ABlun'mers, haa.agrnd, and counsel,
Mr. Buchman, hes agreed to my absenting myself subject to
Your Honor's permission.

THE COURT: Well, it is a 1ittle unusual. |

' MR. BASSETT: Well, if 1t 1is, then I will not do 1@J
‘but it was werely to get‘uoma'paper work done. That was tho%
only puxpose. 2

| THE COURT: Insofar as 1t is addressed to me as &
matter of my 4incrctton, I hava no objection, of eourse,
personnally to your doing 4t. I only point out that 1t is
unusual for counsel not to be present during the trial, the
whole of it, Just as tthdofendant has to be here.

I personally am disposed to aliow you and your

client to settle the matter as you wish.
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NR. BASSETT: In view of Youwr Honor's comment I
shall remain here. |

THE COURT: Very well.

What is the first procedure? |

MR. WRIGHT: May it please Your Honor, at this timf
I would like to regquest an dpportunity to make an opening
statement on behalf of the defendant Leroy Hand Wood.

THE COURT: Very well, proceed.

OPENING STATEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE
DEFENDANT LEROY HAND WOOD BY MR. WRIGHT !

MR, WRIGHT: May it please the Court, members of |

the prosecution, Mr. Foreman, ani members of the Jjury, I
would like at this time to make an opening statement on E
behalf of the defendant Leroy Hand Wood who is sitting
slightly bshind the eounsel table.

As the Court proparly sdvised you at the outset
of this case the purpose of an opening statement was merely
to cutline for you wembers of the Jury what the defendant
intends to offer by way of evidence to rebut and defend
against the charge that is alleged against him,

| | X sho"uld Tirat like to briefly state in sudbstance
what the indictment sharges with respect to the defendant.

- THE COURT: Jﬁut i mnt, M. Wright, That has
beengone into very fully once, and I do not see the mcnut:;--

MR. WRIGHT: No, as Mr. Flyan started out with the '
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various allegations in thé'indictmnnt which was an outline
to you of their offer of evidence, sc that the Jury may more
clearly understand it, and as you recall, members of the Jury,
in the opening statement by the Government, the indictment
war read to you. |

I do not propose to do that. I merely want to
call your attention to two essential features of this indlet-
mant which 1s, as you knai, an alleged viclation of what is
called tha Smith Act whieh Qayn that in substance that the
defendant belonged with some other defendants, nawed, but
not present together with the defendants who are sitting
behind the counsel table, did sonspire to tsach and advocate,
knowingly teach and advocate the duty and the necessity
of overthrowing the Government of the United States by force .
and violence, and that in conjunction with others, others ‘
named but not present défendants, unlawfully sought to
organige a group of people known as the Comsmunist Party for
the purpose of teaching and advocating the duty and necessity
of overthrowing the Government of the United States by force
and violence as speedily as circumstances would permit, and
that in furtherance of that they did engage in a number of
activitien in pursuance of that.

Now, the evidence of the defendant that we intend
to show you is that he was born on November 13, 1914, Just
about thirty~n;ne years ago, in Caldwell County, ldaho, and
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_in the Revolutionary War, and the evidence will further show '

~ Weshington, B. €.

|

‘the svidence will mrtha# show that his ancestry in the defen&e

of democracy, the evidence will show what he did or thought
or understood was in furtherance of the defense of democrasy,

and that one of the ancestry was in the Civil War and another

{
]

~ that at the age of three, he was taken by his family to Baue;

Idaho, where he received a normal, decent education such as
any other child, and that after a while as any other young
man he went out inte the world to make his place to work and °

lend 2 decent normal 1ife as an American Citizen, and there=

1

after he married and had a family, and has three children
and is now presently 1iving with his wife and family in

. The evidence will further show that during a period
of time he had several jobs, and that he worked for s while

as & Western Union messenger boy and that for a while he was '
employed by the W. P. A, during the days of the depression, |

that he held some other Jobs, of not much ccnsequence to ‘
wention here, and that later on he Was employed by the Soculf;
Security Board here in Baltimore, Maryland, that thereafter
he was with the Merchant Marine, and that he spent several 1
years in the Merchant Marine sailing to Eurcpe, as he thought

‘doing his part in the war effort ,and that as a result of

belng with the Merchant Merine he recelved several decorations

for his services. . *
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The gvidenci will further show that urtu" he came
baek and took a job &t Sparrows Point. The evidence will
further show that during these years based upon his under-
standing of social change he woriced very extensively during
that period to strengthen and extend democracy as he thought 1
and as hc understood it. The evidence will further show
his astivities and that he became s member of the Commnist
Party and his political and esonomic activities in it. |

" When he came back he took a Job at Sparrows Point
and he was active in the union thexre and bescame a mewder of :
the Commnist Party, .bcuwd on his experience, his oxpeﬁeneo 3
as & man, based upon his readings, how he felt, and the |
mainu will further show that he joined the Party and
a3 he thought to fHurther the extension of demooracy as he
saw it. '

The evidence will show that he became &n organiza-
tional seoretary of the éommnut ‘Party and for a while was i
in that position and acting as scting chairman and sub-
sequent to that he was sctually elected chairman of the
District of Columbia of the Communist Party, a position vrhi.ah:f
he probably holds today. |

Now, the evidence will further show what the Party
iettﬂties were during that period.

The evidence will further show that the defendant ’

Wood a8 a member of the Communist Party never taught or. ‘



': advocated the duty and necessity of overthrowing the

government of the Unlted States nor did he conspire with
any of the defendants o do so.

The evidence will furiher show that during all
these years ha_#orknd nxhennively to strengthen and extend
demoeracy as he thought and as he underatood it and we
will show that what they did, they fought for better wages
and woprking conditions,for lower prices, the abolition of
Jim Crow in all its forws.
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The evidence will show that the main activities

Er the defendant was Vo proﬁcte'world peace, and not to be

bngeged in force and violence. In fact, the evidence will show
hat the defendant, Ward, perscnally circulated and sought to

ket aignaturss on & document known as the Stockholm Peace

xhibit, the very purpose of whioch was to outlaw the use of

the atom bomb in the world,

| It will show that that there was no thought in his

Flnd, a8 has been ooﬁtanﬁad in the 1naictaent, to make use of
kar, to carry 1t intc civil war. The evlidence will nhov. far
from any eecreoy as claimed waﬁ angaged in by the ‘defandant

or defsndants, the derendunt au all times was known by his own
namq;< He went by 1t and was always 1dent1fioa it with the

pArty sfter he becaze a member and an ortiaer.tnoreor. That,

iat all times, they asought %o havs puhlio'maat;nga, sought to

of the demooratic party to all people in a public way, on the
radio and in the prass; |

And at no Sime the eviﬁence.wlll show, that he
peraonally sought to engage in any devious practices, to try
£o bide or conceal any of his activities ss a member of his
 party.. The evidence will further show the teaching and
advocasy of ﬁoeialism was Lotally inconsistent with force and
violense. Further, the very aotlvities in which he engaged,
the very tgings whiohvhs saild and did himeself were totally

1ncanaiatgnt,&n every measurs with any notion of the teachings

present their grievances and their understanding of the extensipn
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':
| |
| L |
Pt foree and vinlence. .
! | | - ;
g The evidence will further show that the defendany, at no :
| ‘ ' ' ‘ ' |

tive in his study of any of the books and documents which have

been presented to you, thought or taught that they were based

on any notion of v;oleht o#arthrow or revolutionary means of
acﬁie#ing Soelalism ds he ﬁn&erstae& it.

In fact, esach and every aotivity, the evidence will
show you, in whish this defendant and the other defendants
gngaged was totally lnaanaisnent with any notion of foroce |
and violence, &nﬁ«that,htavsﬁudy and his reading of the

books which have beén ﬁimtribﬁted‘ana ghown %o you here

was study enly ag a meane of higtory and was etudy purely 1in
. - Il every nistoricay oountry, and that slone, end that at no

| time did he or any of the defendents belleve or state 1t would

be neceseary to use fobee and violéncefto achieve.the netion
of full democrasy in the ﬂnitﬁd Sﬁatea.

| When we have shown you this, and,indeed, no effort

BT ma&eﬁté seek your sycpathy for thé Defendent Wood, or any

of tha‘&efehdgnta, for, indeed, I have conalderabls i

diapgreenent with them myself, thas 18 not important, but I doi

say to you when’ﬁa have ghown to you the evidencs whioch I

." o heve briefly outlined to you, at the proper time I will aek

s
i
)
!
: ‘ . t
you for s proper verdioct in this ocase, against the charge, -E
which should be, "not gullty." ' !
| |
]

{

Thank you.

¥R, SUCHMANR: If the Court please, I would 1like to
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; rake an apéaing qnateﬁant on behall of kra., Frankfeld.

: to prove rmgarding By client, krse. Hegina Frankfeld. We are

G

THE CUURY: Very well.

MR, BUCHMAN: If it please ths Court, Mr. roreman,

| Ladles and Gentlemen of the Jury:

1

At this time I would 1like tu tell you what we are going
golng to shcw you what she actually dic teach and advooate

during the periou oovered by this indiotment. And, further, i

éjwa are golng tu show you that everything that Mrs, Frankfeld

‘lhau doné in her life proves that there is no basis whatsoever

ror the chargaa made in this csee,becauss I want to say at
the outaet that we sﬁphaticnlly deny that Mrs. Frankfeld has,

at any tise in hor l&ft. &dvocated or taught the quty or

"neceasity of use of roroe and violence to mocomplish any

“ohange in the Governmant,

ke will shcw that this oharge simply turns day into

night and night into day. This is because we are going to

fprova that Mrs. Frunkreld and the Communistic Party have done

Vir

Qovorything»iu their power at all times to protect the people
?daily from violence, oruelty, injustice, and bitterness, ‘
;that sb many aoohloﬁs of the population, in so many periods f
ﬁor tire havé suffered in this country.

: Rather, to sase the lirfe of human beings, to try to

ernd an snswer to the problems of war and poverty, and

ihiacnimlnatioa. these are the things we will show she has done
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And we will show that she is working for & world

in whioh there would bs the brotherhood of man for

Aempluyﬁent;'peaca.'mnd security. In other words, %o her it

means sinocerely Sooialism. And that is what she has been

i teaching all of these yaars; and to accomplish thet in &

dimoaratié way with the will and free choice of the majority
ar the people. |

Kow, kra. Ffrankfeld is the mouher of two ohlldren.
One is th&rtcen, & boy. And another is o daughter, age nine.
She comes from a fﬁmily of moderate meana. She is a college
graduate, and, £8 & mattar of fast, majoried in Fine Arts
and Anokent uociety in oollege, ani was adVancud on a career
ar Archeology, when current events changed the course of her
1ife.

 3he want‘to Germany in 1929 and 1930, wiwe the
family of hep mother and the family of her father both lived,

And what she saw there, although up %o that time
politics had not entered her mind, what she saw there with
her own eyes as she watched the rise of Hitler, made a deep
and lasting 1mpronslantu§an her, and sffeoted the fusure

sourse of her 1ife, beocause she saw Germany at that time in

s orisis, with heavy unemployment, high taxes, Storm Troopers .

“marohing through tht straeta ghouting anti-semitic slogans.

She saw the German nation disintegrate and fgll 1nt

tba hands of the uazia. And she learned fineancing by the

1ndustrial f&nanaing of Nazi Gerrany. And she saw violence
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t
,non~GOtmuniats, artists, snd the intellsotuals. snd she watoh#d

H

.oommittod by the Haris, 3he met the Gommunigts and the

the Communiste try to atem the tlde agslnst the Nazis, holding}
. domoustmtiona for rellef and unemployment bensflits, and |
}trylng to find a way out for the German people.

And 1t was there she vecare aware of the philosophy

of Communism. Socilalist and non-socialist philosophies wers
a matter of common daily dlscuesion in Germany at that time,
. Her fanily, mother and father, on both sides, were
wiped out in concentration camps in “ermany. And it was
j;her experience there that convinced her that it was not
!‘enough to be a good wife or a good mother, but that every man
! and woman, and particularly women hed a2 duty to soolety to

- work for a better way of life.

i On leeving college, Mrs, Frankfeld, like sc many ;
othere, was trapped in the depression. She worked on W.P.A. :
& projecte. 8he worked in the union and on cther projects, and E
| finally her experience brought her to Join the Communist §

i Parsty.

£nd 1(:20°
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And we will show that all of her political or ‘
public activities as a Communist since 1935 have been exmotly
th§ opponite orAuhat the Government has charged. ‘

She has worked for peace and not for war., 8he has
worked to atrengthcﬁ demoaraey and not to weaken it. She is é
worltdng for civil liberties, for extending the ™ghts of
people to upeak, with oppoutzon to any form of diserimination

| and she has done this hcﬁauao she and the Communist Party g

believe they are serving the interests of the American pnoplc;
and she sincerely believes that aooinlian, which tc her means
the public ownership of mines, mills and factories and not
private property and sccialism to her also represents the
solution to war and unwmﬁloyutnt in a demoeratic way and to
the uilliof the majority of the peoﬁln; and we will show i
that she regards Marxism-Leninism, which you have heard so
such ahout, as & socla) aciense, which enables people to
understand their own history and with this knowledge to warn
the people, the vaat majority of the people, to make their ;
own history and her understanding of Marxism-Leniniss, as Z
we will show, has nothing in common with what the Goverrment
eharges, R i
- Now, to get to the period of the indictment, we

will mow that actually during the period charged in the -
indictument, the Communist Party was not seeking as its
immediate goal, nor was Mra. Prankfeld -~ they were only
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. Weeking to enlighten the poor workers to show the benefit that

i would be derived from :aciilipm and in the last six years
% covered by the indictment was when they were particularly
Q}aonaiderina the urgent daily needs of the American people,
1 and this program was based on the Party resolution, parts of ;
which were read by the Government, at the 1945 convention ,
and we will show later conventions in 1548 and 1950, when the | i
Connuniat'Party in 1645, we will mhow, was 0pcn1y and publicly
truconttitutad as the Communiat Party not because they wanted |

| o echange to & rhrty aavacatins force and violence, but we é

: | will show you from the very words of the r&uolution and what
' ' was done, that the Communist Psrty reconstituted itself ;
l’bacuuse 1t felt it had to gOo back to the preceding dnyn where |
' it relied on the uorking_peoplt, the vast majority of the ‘
xAﬂtrican people, to sarry out the programs, domestic prograns §

lxand the progressive foreign policy of the Roosevolt administra+

i

; Now, in order not werely to carry it out but to i

1
“
f}atrangtn.n and expand 1t, they felt at that time, as we will

ahow, that the dollar progran would have permitted dig husineut
“
"te destroy the progressive policies of the Roosevelt admin-
!
i 1stration.

i .
i o We will show you how they teach and advocate, what

;mnann they used to teach and advocate. We will show you that |

| thetr tesching and advocmcy constituted the distribution of

{
l
‘
!
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hundreds of thousands of leaflets to the Part membership
and to the public.

| We will show you they sponaored numerous rallles,
hundreds of street cornexr meetings, went in delegations to
Congress, the Maryland Lagxszaturc; the Baltimore City Counoil;
they use the radio and press and every possible means to ‘
distribute their views to the public and that their tenchinsq
during this period touthd on'ths problems confronting the
pecple, sush as the high cost of 11vins, rent control, high |
gost of living, high taxes,'vuiersna' bonus, dincr&uinaéion
against Negroes, the Ober Luw, protecting thq‘intornltt of
the pecple, workiné for peice, uoﬁking tob civil liberties.

These conastituted or made up the program of the
Communist Party which Mrs. Frankfeld adhered to.

We will show you that sverything she did excluded
the possibllity 6! any teaching of force and violenee and
we will show you Just what thtﬁ sducational work for
socialism actually was, and we will show you there ius no
mecrscy sbout these books. They attempted to sell these
books &g widaly as possible and attempted to incresse the
eireulation in the press and.@ttcﬁpted to increase the
cireulation in magazines and to get the public to read thew
and we will ibow you these boék:. even these classics re~-
farred to, do not attespt to teach and sdvocate the over-

throw of the Goverrment by force and violence.
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| We'mli- show you that thers has deen torn out
of adntéxt senﬁdncéklgna rriamunta and applied to certain
conditions at certain times in certain countriea; and that

| these books in their entirety do not advocate or teach the
averthrow of the émmmc by force and violence. -
- We will further show you why these books are ?
studied. They are studiled in a historical way and try to %
!  learn from the cxp@ritnce of the working people, the lador
| movewsnts of the uorld,‘tb aoa-uhat benerit can be obtained
from studying them, to be applied to present day conditions.
 We will also show you that the only way in which

Mrs. Frankfeld and the Cosmunist Party thought in terms of

obtaining political power or social change at that time was

z in terms of building the unity of the working people, Negro .
f paople, uiddia clagu people, the small business people, i
. the vast majority of the people, into a coalition government,
! & peoples' government and in that manner preventing big ‘
i buninein from defeating the purposes uﬂd aims of the %

Roosevelt adwinistration and the only means they advocated

. and tansbb'durins the six-year period coversd by the in-

g distment and priop tﬁtrcto was a demcoratio proéoll and the
? use of the ballot box, |

| " We will show you the resl meaning of such terms
‘a8 democratic centralism, dictatarship of the proletariat,
professional revolutionist, and other terms to which the
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Government has attributed a sinister meaning. There is no

special meaning, no double talk, but the language meana
exactly what it says whevever it 1s used and we will show
you.tﬁe aavcrnnont~ia trying to ride two horsmes, that when
the 1anguaga suits thcir case, thoy gay "See how bad it
sounds” but when the language nannas displeasing to their
taata, they say “Tbat is aouuxe talk and has double moanlng.
Thare is one final thina in the 1ife of Mrs.
Prankfeld whish I will tan you m show why sometimes

Commnist ?urty ueubtru ﬁo not openly and cannot openly
exhibit thc&r mumbcruhtp»

| She was & kindergarten teacher in the Baer Sehool
for Handicapped Shildren and there ploneered in the teaching
of eerebral palsey children, children of limited control

;uf’ﬁhyir'handn,'ovaﬁ apeaking or of other functions and
| maut af these ahildrun could not speak and counld not stand

aad,nnnld not da anythzng th&t nopmal children could do
ané it rvqnirnd thc sxtntaat anuunb of putianca and aympathy
and unaeratunding to teach thtn& children and she did an

. autstanding Jah 1n her centrihutian.in that field which was

anhoﬂ&ed 1n a vvpart 6iatrihutcd thraughout the country.

~ 8he never canaealtd har w&mborlhip in the Party
but she went 1n the uahool systen anﬂ dtuptte the protests
of the purvnt: ot cbildrnn, after & good deal of hubub and
hauringu, nha uas dinahargad from her Joh aalely because
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she was a mbw of tm ﬂamniut Party and at this time X
woirld 1m to s.ntmcmm Mrs. Regina ?rankreld, Will you
arise, m‘. mm-m.

- That is ﬁm WOMAN cmmcd with advocating and :
teaching ’t;tm othhrm of the Qwamnt. ' ;

' In eonclusion, let me say finally to you that you ’

are uhnrsqd with & wﬂt responsibility amd. I, too, feel i
the fummmmzy of the liberty of Mrs, Frankfeld and I
want to point out that this indictment charges only teaehim%
and advooscy and that your decision will not only :rteot the !
1iberty of Mrs. Frankfeld but will have a terrific effect
on the future dr liberty of this eountra?‘ |

. 1 urge you %o listen ta a1l the evidence and I am

confident at che end of this case you will bring in a wrds.oi:
of not gullty. -
| . THE COURT:  Who 18 your £irst witness?
, mmmn, ' o '.
| |GEORGE ALOYSIUS MEYERS, -

one of the Mrmdantm was mxod as a witness in his own
bthalr, havlnz bem duly wom.} was axamingd and testified !

Mllwn I o , - ‘

| m., nucamg ' Shall I proceed, Your Honor?

MR. PLYNN: If Your Honor please, I understood Mr,
Heyers was representing himeelf, I was Just wondering what |
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- aﬁwt examination of witnesses who are representing them-
mivau; whether or net 211 counsel or some counsel or whe
m goms to do thwmmimtinn, |

THE aetmm 1 should S:himk 1t would be better all ;
'mum to have some lawyer examing Me. Meyers.

MR, BUCHMAN: TIf the 6@%;:*& please, I will be the
one to unﬂwtake the exmmination of Mr. Mayers and there
‘will be no other, M, Flynn, | |

- THE. c:oum Very well.
ﬁIW mmmox
| By !Gra mnmm
' will ym please smt:is your full name?
‘A - ﬁeom Al@;nmt m;wu‘
| You are one ar %m aammnw fm thie case, mn"s
yowr
A ’I'hat is eamat.,
Q_ I_ where do you live, m‘« mamrs?
o ‘A T live in the Knellmar Apartments in Baitimox‘e,
~ Mavyland, | |
Q -Dcs yw haw any muawm
| A Yes, I have two children, a 1ittle girl of seven
and & w;' golng on nm monthe, -

Q‘- Whem were you born, b;y the way?
A I m %mm in mw@enms, uarylam, tnat 8 in

tlw ma&em pam: oﬁ“ sm Sﬁa‘bh '
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About how far is that from here?
About 155 op 170 miles, something like that.

That i3 @ aining town?

> 0 » D

It iz a mining town in the western part of the
State in Allogmy County.

When were you born, Mr. Meyers?

November 3, 1912.

& 0

What were the mm‘ of your parents?

A My father's name m George Meyers and my motheris
name was Catherine Douslui Meyors. |

Q Will you tell us hriefly what your father’s ocou-
pation was? |

A When I was a boy, my father worked in the coal
wines and after a while he borrowed some woney and ran a
grocery store and eonteotidmry store. He happened to buy
1t pight before the depression hit on, so I have a knowledge
of what small storekespers wers faced with during hard times,

Q vas ;your mml&tbcr s miner also?

A Mrnthtr Dougm was 8 coal uiner until he
was black 1isted for fighting for the rights of the Irish
coal miners. I don‘t lenow tho sxaet date but it was in the
Seventies, I would say. At that time he was associated |
|
Maduires. I think the corrett name was the Anclent Order '

of Hibernians.
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time jobs. I worked with the Glass Vorks for s while during
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 In that period there was & 1ot of struggles that

went on mtiéumly on the part of Irish miners working
in the mines, for better conditions, and so on., It was in |
that period that he was very sctive, and as a result of his |
activity he was black listed from the mines. |
.My mnmthw Meyers w from (ermany, a farm

in Bavaria and mnt to work in the m.'mu of Western unryumd,t
and he wrhad there all his life until he retired. |

Q How large was your family? , ’

| A T m the oldest of seven children, five boy- and
two garis. o o |
Q@ what sehools did you attend while you were in
Lonsconing? | |

| A. I attended public school, high school, grade
school., high sehool, high school graduate.
Q While m were in Lonaconing did you work for a ’
Mving at 2117 . - o

A VWell, as a boy while going to school I took part-

the simser aonths, and other times when I could get work. I
I pleked coal from the alate banks, and when I got out of
sghool in 193& in the aiddlu of the depression.

Q- waa that out of high aahqol? l

A Out or hs.sh mhoaz » X \mz unemployed ror three

‘a
mrs tx«pt ror odd Jabs whnr« 1 tnvehd around the coxmm

!

i

i
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whenever theie was a rumor of.ubrk, and I went to Pittsburgh,
New York, Baltimore, and Florzda, I worked in Florida at
qdé Jobs. |

rcmouber 2 aituation there when we heard there ‘

WaE & pansibility of gnttins a jJob as a bell hop in some

hotels, and when we got there thgrt was no Jjobs.

1 remenbmr onaiday 2 notice appenrtd that they
vanted atrauberry pPlokers in Plant city, aixtoen miles away, .

and my cousin and I, we hgé twenty cents hctuoan us, 30 we

walked the sixteen milct, and when we sot there there was

. plenty of strawberry pickers that they had snd they were :

‘bread for ten cents and boughi ten cents worth of peanut

paying only fifteen cents an hour, so we bought a& loaf of

butter and ate that and borrowed a drink of water and drank
the water nnd fhen walked back ta Tampa, Florida. ;

Q Did you have any other Jobs after that?

A  Only part—time 3&&:; landscaping and so on until
I got a Job at tha Celanese Corporation at the Maryland
Plant in 1933, June 1933. |

Q  Vhere was the plunc?

A It is about six miles cutside of Cumberland, a
plaan called Anutl, it ia Just a plant thor'.

Q what wag your Job in that plunt? |

A Wall, when I got hired I was hired in the npinnins
department. At that time they were paying twenty-three and ﬁ
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‘ halr aen&s an hour, seven ﬁayﬁ % week, no overtine, no
daym off, no vacations, anything 1ike thata
It was specially ~- that was & touhnical term for
1% in that department I wmrkaﬁ in. *The name applies in e
rayon plant differently frng what 1t does in other sotton
and textile mills. That uad the temm.
Q  Now, when you wams to work for the Celanam

cerpamaeinn, vas there & un&an in the plant?

A No, there was no union at that time. That was
before the beginnings of the big organized drives of the
 early ‘J:hs.rtma,

1 Q'~' When was the union rarmed?

A The union began to e oPganized in 193%. The

A. ¥, ar L* took part in 1#, trying to organize the skilled
workers, but there was no union organization there, effect~
| Ively, until it hccamn effective amounﬁ 1934,

Q  vWhat nnion uua thira? ;
A That was Local 1874 the Textile Workers Union,
€.1.0., That was the committee for . industrial ommutzonq

- at that tiue, and 1t was still within ‘the framework of the

,
| | |
A. P, ut Lo < _’ : !
Q ,Inid you' btcmm@ aet&v« in the union? ;
A Idta. | | |
' Q  Under wﬁaﬁ uircéﬁutunacui
A Well, the civeumstances I have already begun to
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outline, very bad working conditions, very low wages. The
cowpany was meking big money, extending its plant, and at

that time we had very hesvy work lomds, and thers was genersl
dtseontent in the plant. Working conditions wers very un-
stable, no»mareiam, no ﬁolmﬁy time, anything like that.

Q | "wu the unien raéesniud by your employer when
1t f1rst started? |

o ot e i e e e . = e o

A No. The sompany was very hostile to the fomcion

f the union, and they took a strike.
| At that time the Wagner Aot had not been passed,

or hadn't ‘#&m recognized by the Supreme Court, and the
company was under no obligabtion to recognixe us, and we
were forced to a strike, the hm. of whish was recognition
of the union. | |

R What did the workers do in th& face of that
hmtilmy by the cmnny?

A At the beginning the workers, those who had scme |
~ idea of unfonism, began to weet together in swell groups, |

discussing the qum;m: of the union, kmm the thing very |

!
!

wut for u wh:x.le until Linally there was moush wovement
in the Textile Union officially who begen to come in and
oyganize the plant, m t.hen we am: these -~ I don'‘t rememben
the name -~ aonsmt cards.

' Q  Was theve any secrecy at all about organizing the
wilon in these early stages?




)
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A Y&q, in ths sarii stages 1t was necessary because
of the fact that the company would have moved against the
workers because the conditions in the mills were unstable.
There was conald&rnble-rluctugting movement, and we had
quite a bit of what they refer to as furloughing, calling
people back, and the work in the wills was very unstable,
and what happened was since we had no seniority conditions
oF no seniority rights, the company would lay off whoever
they wanted ahd‘thcy were not forced to call them back,
and they could retaliaste against the workers who had been
shown to¢ be supporting the union. That was in the early

stages.
Q 'was thorava strike 1# 1936!
A Yen, o
Q And what was the 1ﬂsua§
A 1t was the rnaagnitioﬁ of the union.

MR, FLYNH: I obdecf to this, Your Honor, It
seems to me that we are very far afield as to the issues
in this case before the Jury. |

THE COURT: I would have sustained the objection
if 1t had be-n'mgge as it seews to me to be lmmaterial.

Q  (BY MR. BUCHMAN) Did the union win that strike?

Yes, 1t did.. -

MR. FLYNN: I object to that.

THE COURT: anstaznia. :



I : :
| : | ' ~(BY MR, BUCHMAN) f)id ﬁau at that time become an
L farnaw with the wnion? = o | R
. MR. FLYNI: Gb,j}wtiiam_‘ -
. | o | ) m COURT: He may amwr that, {
o i ', - ms wmmss Yes, I m more active in the tmi.ogn
i ‘after 11: was an, and I was elected to & nunher of :
-";§ pauitiom, :rm shop amibm man uhs.eh in m col.anue, it f
. h f»h! :mmue hw&l of union orrs.culdou up to department Z
N m&mn o door tzmdaz- m the union, wardm, as 1t is re~ l
tarm to, up to the msmmc of the wnion. ?
| This was over a period of years. | ;
A i Q '(m: MR, mwm) wm were you ¢lected president ;
" | of the union? | B L i
F A 1 was elected maﬁmt of the unton m». f
1941 and 19&3. I
Q. How many members were there in the unton when you ;
were elected m&ﬁmﬁ? o | :
B a Apmxmuly la,mﬁ mm thcu, and most of |
them Mlmad to tm union, L ;
Q ma you namﬁ.me ta m&: in the Celanese Corpouti&n
.at tm time you m mi&m& of th& union?
® - A Ne, T worked at thut time for the union while I
wiag Yecording nwr&w, mx‘dm, and so on. worked in the
factory, but the presidency ar the union required full time,

and under agrumt with the camny 1 had & luﬂ of abamcé

s
§
1
}
+
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for the two years when I was president. |
Q What were your duties as pralmmt of' the union?
uR., FLYNN: I object to that, sir,
THE COURT; Sustained. |
HRa nmmm Ymu‘ Honor; I am Just offering this
As mmomd to show the d«clopmnt of the individual. ‘
| PHE COURT: It is ulms permissible to show baok=
ground mtnrul, Nr. Buchman, but I think we are getting mm
detalls which are not of that character. '
MR. BUCHMAN: All right, Your Honor.
Q@  (EY MR.BUCHMAN) D14 you hold any other offices
in the trade union movement? l
| A On two ccomsions I was elected president of the :
Maryland and Dimtrict of Columbia Unieon Council, that is
at that time, which wes an organization of the Maryland and
Distriet of Colusbia, and I think it 18 now jJust Maryland.
They separated.
@ How many members were there in this C.I.0. at tmef
time? | | - '
A I haven't sny good ides. It was up in the hundreds
of thousands. I don't lnow. | |
R Were you president of the C. I, 0, State Council
during the var?
A Yesn.
Q Ag wummt 4id you engage in any activities in
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| sonneation with th& way u‘rox*w

A Yes, at that time, & considerable part of our
v mmim were ds.mewd in support of the war, and I partic- i
ipated in mt:im with State and Pederal Ot‘l‘icuh, and f
City nrrmum P m swmng. in i‘aﬁili.tatina the ucurtnz :
ox‘mnnpawur &n thc dtt%nsa industries, particulnrly in

'_anltimarg, and alsa in wuuttrn Mnryland, Part of that was
directed tn turﬁhar&ns hhe onrernﬂmunt of tair 1abor pructlcﬁa
aot ~- it uaa not an ast, but it was a prqelnuatiun from th»‘
ywaﬁiﬁqnt to fara&;tha‘ﬂampanian 1ike Bethlehem Steel Ship-
_varﬁ and Qitnn Lv4uuwtin in Baltiwore, sous of the biggeat |
ones, in Cumberland, iike Kelly-Springfield to hire Negro ‘
 workers. wv'ﬁnrufnuaqianru; there, and also as part of
that in rartﬁﬁbins thi'w%r effort we ta:aud'cainﬁtut

f
i
!
l
l

carpwrmtion tc hire Negro workers. Celanese for the first
t&mn-h&ruﬁAu»sra unwkm#u¢‘ |
I purtieiyu%ad in the erbrts tc nalvu thﬁ trans~

3
|
|
|
', .
t
|
|

parﬁﬂtiﬁn problem, and at that time, as Jou rumamber, there
wap & gasoline shortage, and I participated in Price Control

enforcement and in various phasss of the trade union move-
#nnt’pﬁrtiaibut#ﬁ 1ntnn,erfart to support the war.
| '@ I want to direct your attention to a convention |
of the ¢.L.0. held in December 1942, Where was that held?
A I believe 1% was held in Baltimore.
Q@ Do you kmow how many attended that convention?
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" MR, FLYNN: I object to that.
THE COURT: I mstain the objection,
Q  (BY MR. BUCHMAN) At the time you were president
- of ths}c;z:.ou + Were you & membar of the Communist Party?
A The latter period, ﬁa. |
q Hw, in wnmetmn wu;h tmz ¢oxmmts.on or 1952,
414 ;mu m a report to that e.emmatzion as msident of the
£.1.0.2 |
A .Y_oa, ‘.t 414d.
MR, PLYNN: Y object.

THE COURT: Suntained.

M. BU(:W: It 'zour mmor please, I would iike
to show that hc m & report to the canventmn nmoh con~
tained atz&temnta Shat wers consistent with nu position in
the memiat Pa.rty, md I mld uko to offer that report
‘.Ln wm::m, Bix., ‘ | |

C com; What year was that?
MR. BUCHMAR3 ighe, Dmm.’b# 1gh2,
THE COURT: X do not see how reports made by him

f

to some union, was 1&? - o
 MR. BUCHMAN: The aémr C. I. 0., Bip. !
THE COURT: I tan to see that {t is relavant; to |
‘the onse, Mr. Buctman. It looks 'to%nt:mmrux.

MR, BUCHMANs; This represents an axpﬂnion of his

views in 1942 first, and secondly his views with respeet to
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the ideas of t-ht Communist MY, I think 1t might be

' with mp«xt te the Communist Part;y, shall adnit it. Ir,
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the charge pude h;r the Gavcmnto The Gmmmt: made &

charge with respest to concentration in this case, made a |
nhu'se in this msa. and I want to offer his vimm as |
president c»r the C. I. 0. in 1942, which views were connuttm

i with hiu position as & membey ot the Commmist Party.

_ mm COURT: w«u, what is thu r&pﬁrb? Does it |
desl with his views a3 & member of the Communist Party?
mﬁz It éaau with the subjeet of a \ms.an i

THE COVRT: Thatis not the issue in this case. Ifg
the meport mu with what hiﬂliﬁus were at that time or ‘

‘:;rumm‘- g o

MR, nucmux: Exnept Ym&x‘ ﬂcnar, the Government
has put 1n testinony mt direﬁtls chmu certain things
with rupoot to the mut Party ulth mspoct te mdutrn
and as I recall, tmmamtmntm.bym lm-knrd
amﬂas the stesl Wm, angt I would like to offer |
this widme with respect to that. |

Am COURT ~ If there is anything in the peport

{
1
9
¢

‘there 18 nothing in the x'cport vdth respect to the cmmc

. Papky, I will cmlm it.

:'.f offer of proer,‘

]
i

?

MR. BUCHMAN: _!m Hanor, I would like to make an
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. jﬁ - COURT: A1l right. Make it. i
f MR. BUCHMAN: You may s¢e this (handing document
’ to Mp. Flynn).
L . (mrm BUCHMAN) Mr. Meyers, in this the report, |
L tne President's veport to the Sixth Annual Convention of the %
| Maryland and Distrist of Colusbia Industrial Union Counsil?
' A Yes. | | |
Q  Did you maloe that report?
g A Yes.
i; R Does that rbpam emtam youyr vim as msidont
1; of the C.I.0.2 -
i A Yes. | o | .
..' o zi Q- And ware yw.u mxi‘et th@ Vclmnuvnut Party? *
!E. A Yes. o o [
i‘ Q  And vere the views that were expressed by you
5: ucmxistent with your views az & member of the Commmist rmy
| At that time?
,‘ A Yen,
MR, BUCHMAN: I offer this in evidence, Your Honc:r.;
; MR. PLYNN: I objeot to that. '
| | FHE COURT: Why do you think 1t 18 relevant to thu
‘ : ‘{ mw? (:an you m me anything in there that is?
| ! - THR wmmss I don't want to read the whole re- ’
| port, Your Honor, but there is certain sectiona in there
| with regard to my views and my thinking at the time. |
!% |
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~ hew labor can apply its own energy and idsa to help

Can we u:y that/in organized lador have fully rallied
© all owr efforts to bring Negroes into industry? Can

-~ take tmi.z- places as rapidly as possible in induatry?

1676

THE COURT: Well, read it.

'nm is a section here:

l
THE WITNESSs Lc‘t;usuirxcantindalhortom.l
i
l

"Muryland'u War Produstion Progrem,” Page T:
"While it 18 of the utmost importance to ctfcotivﬂ;y

t

eyiticize the lack of a Rational Plan of total war

‘mobinzaum - mch oriticism should and must be made 'l

this convention has the cqually important job of planch

#olve the mbm in thias area maclvu. That is &

move difficult mk., and poui’bly less enjoyable than
the first, for 1t is much easier to oriticize than to

Plan and carry out the plan, The manpower problem is
our problem. It is not a problem in the province of

gomt or usiness alene. It i3 everyons's probm
we

PRI S,

mmtmtwoinarynim lamhaw thmmumm
of our prejudices not only mimt Negroes but against f
the employment of women; that we have not merely nom-tv
¢d thelr eaployment but have actually gone out to :
sncourage and welsome it? Can we say that we have dom

all that we can to gear our state institutions, such u;

' sechools, to effectively train young wen and women to |
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tnis case. I fail to ses it.

nm; see the materiality from '«hat has benn taid or from what

' a8 to trade unionism.
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We can, 4{f we wish, point to all sorts of obstances
placed in our way; %o the fast tﬁat some institutions ’
have not learned to welcome labor's advice and sugges~ |
tiona. But when we set cut to organise the workers in |
an Wgatw,, da we wailt until the employer is ready to !
asgept organum Iln’ba ws " and then more along that
same line, Your Honor. ‘. | )
THE COURT; I do not see that 1t is in issue in

MR, BUCHMAN: Your Honor, T would like to offer
:.t» in wmamm

m» FLYNN: I mcw w wa

THE COURT: I sustain the objestion to it. I do

s hesn read. o
‘MR, BUCHMAN: Can I have 1t marked for identifica-

THE COURT: *m, if you Iike.

(”m:th*s Report to the:
 84xth Annual Convention of
the Maryland and District of
Golumbia Industrial Union T
Council” was marked Defen~
dants' Exhidit & for iden-
tifleation.)

l
o : oo l
i
!

~ THE COURTs This case doss not involve any issus

MR, BUCHMAN: I submit that this, Your Homor, is
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In connection with the defendant's intent and with respect
to certain backgrounds of the case. |
| THE COURT: Was it stated in the paper anything |

w&th‘#qaﬁeet to canugnish?

THE WITNESS: No. E

THE COURT: Pnat ums I understood, go ahead,

e (BY MR. BUCHMAN) How di& 76u happen to leave youri
position as president of the union? | |

A I went in the army in January 1943. ,
Q@ Did the union take any agtion regarding your letv~;
A T offered my raugxmmn; I resigned from all uniei)n
offices and all the committees I was on and went into the |
army tné at that time the union took an expression uhin I |
went 1into the army. | | |
Q 1Is thiu‘tho expression of the union as you refer tu?
A It is. |
MR. FLYNN: I obJject to it.
THE COURT: I do not See the relevancy of it. Pass
it up and let me look at it.
Well, it ia hﬁaded "Statement of Apprecilation for é
George A. Neyers," which was adopted by the general membership

1

of Local 1874, T.W.U.A., f

The last line resds "Me takes with him the God-
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gpeed and heartfelt good wishes of our membership, already
represented by ‘1750:1400&,1.1874 workers in all branches of ,
~ the armed forces.” -
‘ f ~ The second mmh reads: “'m; commend President ':

Neyers for his closs sdhersnce to, and loecal support of,
the National C. I. O. objective; such as, increased employ-~
ment opportunities for the Negro, for women and for other
groups against which discrimination as existed in industry.”
I do not sse that that is relevant except the
nature of it as indicated by what I have read.
Q (BY MR. BUCHMAN: Wwas this expression made at any
particular occasion on your leaving for the army? ;
. A This was taken at a union meeting of the Looal.
| There were several other affairs but this was a Local wnion
meeting. |
MR, BUCHMAN: If the Court please, I would like
to offer it in evidenge.
THE COURT: I think I have indicated the nature afg
1t and its relevancy to the evidence in the case. |
MR. BUCHMAN: May I have it maried for 1dcntiﬂcati;om
| THE COURT: Very well.
) (Statement of Appmiatian *or
; deorge A. Meyers adopted dy
Local 187k T.W.U.A. dated
January 20, 1943 was marked
- Defendants' Exhibit 5 for
t4entification.)

Q (BY MR. BUCHMAN) You say you weni into the army.




How long did you serve in the ammy?

A I wvas in there slmost three years to the day. |

Q What brench of the servioe of the army? |

A Army Alr Poroe. f

Q  What was your rank? i
;

A I went in a private and game out a corporsl.

Q Were you honorably discharged?

A Yes.

Q When was that?

A The latter part of January 1946.

Q Did you get married while you were in the army?

A Yes.

Q Are you still married?

A 3t11l married.

Q what did you do after you left the arey?

A After I left the army, I took a couple weeks off

probably and then I went back to work in the Celanese Plant
in the spinning department. i
Q How long did you work at the Celanese Plant?
A I worked there until the early fall of 1947/
Q  Under what circumstances did you lexve the Celanese
Plant?
A Waell, I had deen thinking of the poniiilrltiu of
taking advantage of the 4. I, Bill of Rights and so on, goi
to sehool. However, that never materislized and I left tiw
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plant in the early £all of 1947 to go to the National Train- .
ing Sthool that had besn organiszed by the Communist Party of |

Q Had you joined the Communist Party before you went

|
|
?

to this sohool?
A I joined the Comsmnist Party in the fall of 1942. |
Q@ What had been your political affilistions before ‘
you jotned the Commnist Party? 7
A I was & New Dealer arnd active in the Democratio

Q At that tinme when you were active in the Dmcntuz
Party, what was your attitude toward Communiswm? ’

A At one pericd, I was not only active m the
Democyatic Party but when I first became active in the unien,;

H

I was definitely anti-Comsunist. I had acsepted the stories

that were put around about Comsunists and partioularly as |
had been labeled on the C.1,0. Howwver, after a period of :
yoars based on my own experience and wducation, I believed |
in trade unionism particularly and the use that the company :
made of the Red scare. For instance, in 1938, the Chamber l

of Commerce in Cumberland or some sueh organization brought »
in a so-called minister by the name of Dan MoNally who
tried to wreck my own union there through Red baiting and l
I became aware that all this Red baiting nonsense was going !

i
!
;
i

onundIbéxantoeMnmuyumwwamiadortimm

i
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became closer to the Communist Perty and eventuerlly Jolned
1t. | |
Q  Were there any books that had a bearing on your
deciston? | | o
A Yes, in those years we were faced with many

problems, the same 33 now., I am nét saying we have any

 more than other workers have, but coming through the period

of dnweuion and bﬁsinnms tm omnize the union u:d all
kinds of duenuion go!,ns on, partiouhriy the bulimn of
RNed baiting, amxhemtoinqun in my own mind as to
Just what things were all about and I began to read more ‘
than I ever had read, the history of the country, partioular
1y such writers as Thowas Paine, Thomas Jefferson, the early
revolutionary writers of this aom'm'md I think it doemn‘t
g in t_he' testimony bdut I uzu say am, in 1938 I was |
chairman of the Educational Comsittes of the union and
helped organize a library there and we had & lot of books
sent in from An over the gountry from pecple who were in-

terested in helping workers* edmtinn and at that time |

| among other books, mmaln Steffen's book, which was dcalingt
- pretty much with muck raking.

THE COURT: "The Shame of the City."

THE Hmmst “‘Autabiowhr", and I went to the
mua 11bx‘m and began to study there the books by Moore
and by other Utoplan writers and while I had heard of




I was reading quite a bit, studying and trying to get an

~ think of at this point?

inte that. i
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“Capital” by Xaxl Marx, I 414 not read it at that time, but

1dea of how workers could overaome the problems that face
them in their everyday life. |
Q  (BY MR. BUCHNAN) Are there any other spesific

books that you recall? |
A There were & lot of hooks at the time. I remember

cne that struck me very strongly was a book by Mike Gold
"Genius Without Money", because there was 8 lot of anti-
semitisw in Western Maryland and a strong Story arcund them
because of the Jewish storekespers and so ferth,

Q Is that 2all? There were no othexr ‘baokn you aan .

A There were other books but I don’t want to get

Q Was tmzﬁ anything in your family history which 1
had & bearing upon your ﬁﬁtiM& towards the Communist rmﬂ:
A Rm the eariier days there had been talks in the ‘
fanily, partieulerly my grandfather Douglas, in the past,
who had been a wilitant trede unionist and as I testifiled

eariier, was a member of An organization misnamed the "Nolly
¥aGuives" and my mother's dad had besn very active in the
struggle for the freesdom of Ireland and thers was always the|

reainigcence of those days and it was -— Shose things
stimiated - m:r. thinking Aa te how to bring about a social
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change .

Q@  Was there anything that your work history caused
you to change your opinion?

A Vell, in wy nar# history, and also as I grew older
and imking back on the days of wy boyhood in & small mining
town, where there were & lot of strikes and hayd times be~
cause the hard times in the sold region were long before the
depression hit, and in my Job I begin to ses we would fight
for wage increanses and pretiy soon we would try to eateh up

with the cost of living and on ocoasion we would be v:ntoﬁoﬁsn

We would win striles and once in a while we would get some-
thing without striking, dbut at Celanese 1t wasn't very often
in the first part of the unlod's history thers, and then
pretty scon we mmﬁ unétm.usi inocrease to ocatoch up
agaln and in working conditions on the job, we were con-
stantly faced with the question of a fight against a speed-
uw. The wmmn& wRsS always tryim to figure how to get more
work out of us, regardiess of our physicial ability to carry
on our work, so there would be union grievances and 8o on
and in many cases »it down ntri!ui in the early days of the
unton and we would either win a total victory, a partial
victory, but the minute we did, the company would demand
that we turn out more produstion and 1t was 3 never-ending
fight, 'wa would win sowething one week and the next week

the company would come back with another angle to speedup

?
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,, in u#othai direction and I saw 1t m a constant struggle.
With a union, there was oppéértunity to nt_mh but without
' m unim than WAS no opportzunity@ With the union it was
possiible to win some victories but 4t was always one fight
after another.

Q ¥hen you joined the Communist Pu'ty; wasg 1t your
bellef that 1t ‘udiroaam foree and violence?

A ‘!-!o'.' o |

Q Did you Join 1t with the intention to overthrow
the government by force and viclemce?

A I 41d not. |

Q  Now, before you Joined the Commmist Party, had
. you foreed any opinions about the source of violence in
social change? | - |
: : A Yes, both from back in the old days and my own
marumn. o | |
R Q  What were thon mmmu?

A I lumed both asa vorlur at tm Celanese Plant
an& 3 tm« unim\ ottteul tm.t mrx tine wom ’ooplc :
m@a to inpmo their condiuom. they m mot wn:h !
violenae in one form or another. Now, my own experience was '
in the mills -- | |

THE COURI'y I hardly think ‘that iz relevant, M.
Mbnn,. individual experience, whﬁh. mey have caused him

‘to become a Communing.
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TBE WITNESSs 'Ybur Honor, I ocsn generalize. I
had plenty of 1nn1v1dﬁalﬂezpcricnce.(“

THE COURT: Very well, generalize then.

THE WITNESS: In times of strike the companies
would use such agencies as the Baldwin Phelps Detective
Agenoy, uﬁich now has been outlawed, to try to break the
gtrike, to club pickets and tear gas them‘and use whatever
menns they oould. They used provacateurs in the union and
gsent them in to try to cause trouble in tive of strike. At
other times on tha Job in 1nduatrioa, the ocompany in too
Bany acaatlona was oaloused abeut the working conditions,
the health conditions in the mills and the workers were
forced of neceltity of making & living to workwumder terrific+
ally dangerous conditions in the mines and mills which
threatened their 1&#&3 and 1in some csses, through 111 health
and in other caicl throush‘garulonnncuu on the part of the
eoupany, huny workers were killed in the fastories, mines
‘and wills, and my experience as 2 trade union leader was
with the fight 6: the Negro pceﬁlc for jJobs and to get away
from Jtu.Cron and in sonnection with that there has been
viclence in the form of Polish drutality and further things,
inoluding the City of Baltimove, especially the City of
Baltimore.

Q (BY un. nnunuax) Artsr you returned from the

|y, vnrc'you 8 ninbur or any COIﬂunilt Cludb?
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A Yen, when I came b@k Iwnt into the Textile Club. ' o
@ There has been previous testimony about & strike
of that union in 1947. Do you ressll who called that strike?

MR, FLYRN: I objeet. | , .
THE COURT: I do mt see th& relevancy of 1it.
MR. BUCHMAN: The pmio\u witneas nurtlott.

cmm-nt witma, mQrM ta that; strike and made certain

cham: in comection with m and I am offering this line

in amwt rafutation of his eharges. That s the only pur-
L pose of going into this at this point,

. THE cam: I do not recall his evidence in any
Mimty alcmg that lini. -I thm‘w; he 414 wake a
nrtmn to the fact that there m been a strike.

MR. mmms mt is eormct. On page 1238 of
the tmnloript. 1£ I way bo mdnlscd for a moment, I will
find it. |

- THE COURT: Yes, Inﬁiedg ;

MR. sucmm It beginy at tht bottom of page

1236 and continues to the end. .

THE COURT: mt in 11: chat the witness said that

you want to contmmt? | |
MR, BUCHMAN: 'l'ho witnhess tried to convey the
impression that this strike was inspired by the Communist

- Textile Club and the purpose of it was to carry or entrench
‘the Communist Party in the Textile Plant and so on, and I

{
i
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want to mhow the exact situation of what the strike really
d1d and the role played in that strike, if any, by the
Textile Club of the Communist Party.

THE COURT: My recollection of the witness' testi~
mony,wﬁs that hig werénnnc§ to the Communist ?artrkuat that
1 was & small nussrieal factor, but that they did try to

bring sbout that strike. In other words, I think he used

the word -~ I don't know whether he used the word inspired
or not but that may have heen the purpose of t. ¥You can
ask this witness, of c¢ourse, whether the Communist Party
mupm that strike. |
MR. BD@H&AN: X would 1ike to ask him a few pre-
1im1nary quautiona to show the exact fastual situation,
THE COURTs xt is perfectly all right to offer
cvideneo which bcura on & particular point brought out by

the Government but do not go into a discussion of strikes

in general or this particulur strike except insofar as the
witneu« whom you are seeking ta contrndict attributoa it to
the Communist 1n£1uanna

MR, BUCHMAN: I will confine my questions narvowly

e %o Just that point, if Your Honor please.

Q  (BY MR, BUCHMAN) Who ‘cglied the strike, Sy the
way, Mr. Meyers?

A The general memhernhip of the union called the
strike in 1947,
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Q  How many wen went on strike?

A  Everybody, about 9500 workers at that time,

@  What were the éir:mmstanma that led up to the
strike, briefly?

A This was in the post-war paricd, in the beginning
of Anflation and the high cost of living and the workera
nare hégiming to feel f.he pmém They had spent all their

war bonds pretty much and a 1ot of the workers were young

men ¥ho came out of the army and spent thelr bonus and sBo on

and Telt the need of a m& increase. In addition to that ~«

MR, FLYNN: May 1t plesse the Court, does this
man know this? mtpm 414 he h}ww.in 1t? I think we
ought to know that.

THE WITHESS: I think I ought to establish and
T can Mttabliﬂh it qu’mkly, I was on the K«soﬁxtiﬁs
Committee. | |
| THE COURT: Just a minute, Mr. Meyers. I have an
objestion from counsel. |

Q (:aY'm,' Bmx) mﬁ role did you play in that
strike? - |

A I was a member of the Negotiating Committee of
the unmm I was ¢hairmen of the spinning department and

1 participated in discussions from time to time to degin with.

At that time the management had — the contrget had run out
and it wam time to resume negotlations.

!
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primary reasons in addition to wage inoreases was additional

| ~ when workers have ta'umrk’on SiturﬂaysvandASundayn, their

6% |
Q  Did members of the Textile Club of the Communist |

?&aty partisipste in that strike?
They di«!.

Wa® this strike inspired by the Textile Club? !
!
i

No, 1t was znap.rtd by the Celanase Corporation.

O > 85 B

Just name the specific issues that the union rnzud

A After discussion, the various departments called %
meetings, and we had quite a long 1ist of them. |
Q  Can you enumerate the issues? | )

A . Time and e half for Sunday, longer vacations, paid |

holidays, better coverage on sick benefits and one of the |

pay for Sasturdays and Sundayn bec&u#e at that time and now

14fe, their home life is broken up by being foreed fo work

s«v&h,ﬁayu a weak with'twnfduya off in thp»niddlq‘ar the
weslt and éq en;and in some ciuea 1t can't be helped decaune
of the sontinuocus production, but worlkers folt that if they
had to work on Saturdays and Sénda&a, they should get pald
ﬁxtm# for 1it,
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i “ (By ¥r. Buchman) MNow, Mr. Neyers, a Government
ﬁwitnzsa by the name of Harry Bartlett testified, at transopript |
iPagc 1246, you sald: "After the revolution I will Sake care
for Estes.”
| Did you say that?
A I did not.
Q Did you day anything like that?
A I never sald anything like that.
BY THE COURT: Who is hates? <
I A He 18 & guy that worked at the plant with me, a |

ﬁrollow worker. I know him.

Q (By ¥r. Buchman) Did --

A A% that time, I think he worked under me in the union.

ﬁ He waa one of the "Splaning Department" members.

) How, you have already told us that you studied at

i the National Training School. Will you tell us what month
| that was?
A Yes. I% wes -~ I don't know the exact dates. IV

| was in Cotober or November of 1947.

| 9 Now, under what cliroumstances dld you come to go to?
% tﬁe Hatlonal Iraining School?
A When I came out of the Army and began further [
I reading on the question of Marxism-Leninlsm, the policles of
h the Communist Party, I had expressed the desire to be able to

study further, to devote more time to their astudy so that I

. eould learn and develop my own underatanding more deeply.
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iiAnd when the National Committee of the Party organized 1ts

|

f Training School, our district here in Maryland, the District }

of Columbia, was granted the right to send two people to the

school. And I wes elected by the District Committee along

| with Miss Elsle Smith to attend that training school.

THE COURT: What year was that?

A The year of 1947, the Fall of 1947.

THE CQURT: Where wes the training school?

A Held in New York Clity.

THE COURT: The offieclal sochool of the Communist

Party, is that right?

A That 18 correect, sir.

THE COURT: How many people attended 1t7

A I don't know the exact number,

THE COURYT: Who taught 1t?

A Oh, 1% was Oeorge Siskind, was one of the teachers.

Q (By ¥r. Buchmen) Did you know Ralph Long at that

. school?

A I knew him Just slightly. And I recognized him as

he sat down here ag a Government informer.

G4  He testified that he sttended -- that George Siskind,

rather, taught that school, and as you have already stated.

| What was the course that Siskind gave?

A Pollitiocal economy.

Q You took that course also?

A Yes.

i
|
g
|
|
I
i
}
|

|
!

|

|
|
i
!
|
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;i @  Did Mr. $1skind in this course teach that the |
fcapituliltlo gystem had to be overthrown by force and |

violonoe? : f

& A He 414 not. |
~ < Did he teach anything like that? |
A Oertainly not. | |
4  Ralph Long, Goverament witness, also testified that |

Er. Siaklnd taught that tho worklng clann would be driven %o

#

it

" | ghatter the oupital&utu by raroe and violnuca. Ia that

; sorrect? :

| A ¥r. Siskind never tauéht any such doeotrine.

Q4 Did he tesch amything at all about the possibility
‘ of force ocourring in the change from capitalism to uoch_lhl'%
A He did. |
i 4  What d14 he teach on this subject?

A Well, his teachings and the teschings of the

| Communist Party on the guestion of forece and violence and the |

| ‘possible ocscourrance in the transition or the change from i

a capltelistio economy to & soeimlist economy 1s as followat |
Pirst, that thers csan be no beginnings of a change E

unlese the majority of the people in this country Quat is. é

And 1% ig our togahing that it has been the history of |

ma jority movements that the desired change 1s peacefully, anng

that force and violence could stem from a ruling class who wa&tod

to continue ruling, who did not want to relinquish power.

And in this case, it would mean big business. It would mean |
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Hiy { a small minority of people who owned the factories, the

J mines and mills of this couniry. That the danger there was
from thls source that force and violence would come,
‘ i llow, we also Saught that we did not want force

| and violence, and that it wss poassible for the people to

| restrain this small minority from committing force and

vioclence, but there was no guarantee. But if 1t did come, it

| would come from this amall group, and not from the majority
of the people.

; Q Were you taught any course in that sechool that

the only way Soclalism could replace Uspitalism was by the
use of foreoe and violence ?

‘ A No.

) How, after you left the National Training School, i

what did you do? i
A fhortly after I came back to Baltimore, and I was |

elected to -~ ocame to Baltimore, and was elected to various %

offices 1ln the Communiast Party.

i Q How, was that o matter of publie record?

A Yes, 1t was,

} ' 13 Was there'sny leaflet issued at the time you became

elected to the offlce, regarding your eleotion?

; A What happened, I was interviewed by the press, both |

| in Cumberland, that 1s nean my home town, at Baltimore.

In Cumberland, a series of questions were presented to me, |

| which I answered, and appeared in the press at that time. And
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we, the party, took that interview and put it in the torn1695 3

" of a leaflet.

i
h

i
f

' aistributed?

. Communiet Party members?
" the leaflet.

; offer the leaflet into evidence.

W@ Is thla that leaflet, by the way? (Handing
paper to witneas.)

A 7This 1s it. ;

- And how many copies of thet were printéd? :

A Setween twenty sand twenty-five thousand ooples

were printed and distributed in altimore, Washington, and

western Maryland,

Q To what seotions of the population was that

A Mainly to the working peopls.

Q Wes it alaso distridutsd and circulated to the
A Yes, sir. All members of the Party got a copy of
¥R. BUGHEAN: If the Court plemss, I would like to

KR, FLYNN: I obJeoct on the grounds it is a

strongly eelf-gerving dosument. It is practically what he

i

" has testified $o Just now, stating what he does not believe in,
: rather than what he does belleve in. I do not see where it

ﬁ has any probative forece at sll, except being s self-serving E

document, ‘
kR, BUCHRMAN: Does Your Honor want it?

THL COURT:  What is the relevaney? What would be |




B6 i 1696

' subject matter to this case?
MR, BUCHFAN: If the Court please, this represents
é his views on the subjeect, not only of force and violenoe,

i
|
‘ - but the whole question of his intent at the time he Joined

i

the Communist ~arty.
THE CuURE: Well, 1% msy be regeived. Overrule the
objection,

(Leaflet, "A Communist? -- Yes, Indcc@.‘
was Marked Defendant's iZxhibit 6.)

Q (By ¥r. Buchman) WwWill you take¢ thia, Kr. Meyers.
THE COURT: I hope you won't find it necessary to
read at length from that paper.
MK. BUCHMAN: We will confine it to short portions.
' I the Court plesse, sould I mak permisalon of the Court to
have thst pmssed to the jury?
THE COURT: Now, I think that will take unneocessary
. time to 4o that. But the Jjury, of course, will be entitled
" at the proper time in thls oase to see any and all exhibita
t they wish. But in the interest of reasonable expediency, I
© think that this is not the tire to psss literature around to
| the Jury.
Q (By Mr. Buokman) Now, Mr. Meyers, will you please
‘ - resd the firet psge of that leeflet?
A (Rsading) ‘“CGeorge Meyers is » native Karylander,
" Re wes born in Lonaconing, Maryland, 34 years ago. His

 father weg & aoal miner, and so were his grasndfathers. George

Meyers worked for the Celanese Corporation for fifteen
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| years. A worker, himself, he represents an honorable
z heritage of hard-workinsg, loyal unlon men.
L “Ggorge Meyers helped to bulld Local 1874 in the
Calsnese mill. Belng a fighter, George fought for higher
H wages and better working conditions, An honest labor leader,
| he could not be bought off. The textile workers recognized
| hie coursge and sterling qualities and elected him twice as
| president of Local 1874, the largest labor union in
Karyland.

"He was also elected twice to the presidency of

the Karyland-Distriet of Columbis Industrial Union Couneil.

' In this position of trust and honor he not only fought for

| independent politicnl actlon; he also fought for the rights

workers, regardless of race, oreed, color, or politiocal
affiliation,"

! There 1s one. I can reed it further.

i Q Just read parts. Like "Why a Communist."

f: A This is in snswer to a question put to me by the
%inawspapor men in Cumberland.

I "This action has been the logloal eonclusion to
%%tho experiences of my life. MNy father was a coal miner. My
%?grandrathora were coal miners. I come from a working class

Eframlly. ¥y early home and religlous training emphasized the

Il
H
i

| higher wages, shorter hours, better working conditions and tor!

?

|
|

' of Negro American workers toc Jobs, and to end all forme of Jll!

g
;crww'sogrogatlon. ¥eyers champloned the cause of unity of all

i
|
i
|
|
!
|

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
!
|
f
|
|
{
|
|
|
|
|
|
1
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dignity and equality of man ~-- Yiove thy neighbor.' upon

graduation from‘hmﬁaile in 1930, I suffered three years of
Qnenployment;. 1'hnqlplohty of company. Finally, I was

enployed by the Oalahcga Corpe of Anerlﬁa at 23-1/2 cente
per hour, elght hﬁuél e d;j,Asten days a week, §11.50.

I participated in every fight to increase wages, and te |
improve conditions of employment at Celanese, ineluding i
helping to bulld Local 1874. I was rewarded by the workers
with eleetion to several Unlon offiees, including oonnittonnan;
shop~chairman, warden, secretary, and president.” |

o Maybe we can shorten this.

A It continues on.

Q I think thies next question.

A This partiocular section concludes: "I find that
instead of more demoeracy, we have ledas AemoCracy. Witness
the murder and lynching of hundreds of Hegroes in the
South, sinoe V-J Day == the riese of anti-Semitism -- the
harrasspent of the foreign born -- the all-out attacks on the
Labor Movement -- the curtailment of Civil Rights.

"I have become Tully convinced that I can best
fight for Spscialism, pesce, and demeoracy through the
Gommuniet Party. For these reasons I have become a Ooumnnlnt%
The Party, in return, has honored me by seleoting me for a i
position of leadership in my own State of Haryland as State ;

Labor Seeretary with hemdquarters in Baltimore." |

4  Now, there is & section, "Why Deny Membership."
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A *Why do sore Coprunists deny membership 1in the

Communist Party?*

|
{
|
!
|
i
|
|
|
|

*When the Communist Party is guaranteed full
rights in Amerioa, both by law and by practice, all our
merbers will be only too proud to identify themselves with
our Party. Decause of the present wave of witech~hunting,

red-balting, and diserimination, some of our members would

suffer loss of employment and other forms of persecution, if
they were openly to ildentify themselves as Communists."

& Now; there is a part there marked "Force and ;
Viclence," is there not?

A Yes. The gquestion: "Does the Communist Party

advoecate 6vcrthrow of the Uovernment by force and violence?*
. The anewer: *This desplcable charged, aimed at us bi
Big Business and its aganta,:hnu peen refuted again and again.|
The Supreme Oourt of the United States has ruled in our fuior.,
Attorney General Tom Clark (no friend of ours) only
recently hsd to admit under oath to the un-Americesn Committee
(no friend of ocure) that no Communist hed ever been found
gullty of advocating the overthrow of the Government by roroi
and violenge.

: “The Communist Party realizes that Socislism will
come to America only when the majority of the people want it.
That 15 mg 1% should be. In reverse, we oOppose American
Capltalism, when it goes in to other countries and forces

the removal of Communists from duly elected offlces, ag in
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d 10 | ¥rance and Italy, snd foments oivil war, as in Greece and
: Chins.*
I think, to make thls conmplevely clear, it was
éjiasuad ¥arch 7, 1946.
Q Yhat Supreme Court ruling were you referring to you ;
i Just read?
. A I was referring to the Schnelderman decision of
. the Supresme Court. I thlmk, to the best of my knowledge,
.~ the Supreme Court dsnided by majority opinion that the
; Communist Party --
THE CUURT: I think, prehaps, it is inadvisable
! to ask the witness to interpret an opinion of the Zuprems
5 Court,
o KR, BUCHNAX: I merely wanted to provide his ‘
intention or knowledge, his understanding. .
! THE COURT: 1 know. I see what you are getiing |
into, on rcading that statement about the Supreme Court.
The Jury may not understand at the beglnning that the Supreme
Court of the United jStates has definitely ruled to the ;
gontrary. You sre famlliar with the case. é
A Your Honor, this had to do with the Supreme Courst,
not with eny individuals. g
. : ¥il, BUCHKAN: If the Court please, the Supreme Conx'ﬁf

; ?
' oase, the last case you are referring to, did not pass on the

: |
gsufficiency of the evidence.

fHE COURT: You are very well aware of that. Many

i
discussions have been held sbout that. The Law 1 apulicable

!
'

'
- H
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B 1l tc the case. fThe 3upraﬁe Gourt of the United States has |
? upheld as constitutional the Smith Aet. This statement, in ?
‘ 1948, he is reading to the jury is liable to be misunderstood |
‘ by them, unless I intervene and correect it. |
N |

i A Your Honor, 1if Ivcould gpeak as aself-counsel?

r THE COURT: 1Iv is not the time for argument. !
A All right. ;
| THE COURT: It isn't necessary. 1
Mﬁ. BUCHMAN: A1l rlgh@, We wlill cease on that !
| point, sir, ;
Q (By My, Buchman) iz there any other portion of tha%

|

I

| that expressed your opinions at that time?

i A Yes, There 1 a guestion: "Does not the Communist |
|

| Party zeek to destroy the U, 8, Constitution?

|
|
The snswer: "The Communist Party loyally supports |
| the United States Constitution and fights for 1ts progressive

and demooratic interpretation.

I “*I quote from the Preamble of the Communlst Party

?Conntitntion:
I

i
s
1
|
i
!
!
|

i
il
{l

ﬂtho Amerioan demooracy and defends the United States !
!

| Gonatitution and ite 511l of Rights sgsinst its reactionary

|
i
|
\
e
|
!
}

"' The Communist Party upholds the achlevements of

i
| enemies who would destroy demooracy and populat liberties.”

ﬁ “'We belleve the Constitution should be further
I ;

ﬂatrangthened by amendments to include fuller demooratic

i

| guarantees,*?

et t— el ———
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That is the conclusion of my answer. :

%f." e that &;l you wish %o read from that?

A There is a furthgrléuascibni *What ia the Communisgt

position on trade unlons?”. | i

. Your Honor, theve bes been a whole number of

questions. I haven't resd zhem.all.:i

THE COURT: I think that i¢ not material to the

case,

¥R, BUOHMAN: Zxoept the Government has made an

allegation of vh&t'lt refers to as a "concentration,” their l
positxonxwith r@apaat to trade unxana. |

THE CCURP: If he is referring to that, he may resdf
it. |

A "What is the Communist position on trade unions?®

The answer: UYWe support trade unions whole heartcdﬂv

begause they work to bester the standard of 1iving for the

patple, We feel that 1t 18 & pr&veﬁ historical fact that the

l
|
trade union movement is & bulw&rk for democracy, and the !

!
Communist Party is proud of its reeora of aupporting, butldind

aaﬂ etrengthening Amorican tra&u unlouﬂo _ 4

8  (By ¥r. Buanmnnz Now, ‘do the opinions oxprossed 1n‘tha

leaflat represent ycur opinians and belxars and unaerstandlngl
5
A “They do.
Q . How, do you now hold any office in the Communist

Pariy?

$
B
|
i
|
!
t
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A Yes. I am chalrman of the Party in Maryland and

| Distriot of Columbla at this tire.

|
|
;? Q ¥hen were you elected to that office?

i
. i A February, 1951.
r
! MR, SUGHMAN:

it
i

If the Court pleage, 1 sam ready %o |
gimovo into another sﬁb:oct, Af Your Honor wishes to take the

| eustomary recess. |
i THE COUHF: You want what?

| . MR. BUCHEAN: If Your Honor desires to take the

| sustomary Pen minute recess, this would be an appropriate
gtime.

E?/‘ THE COURY: Very well, If you would like 1t now,. i

. ':f you may take 1t now.

i 2'want %o got the date you became chalrman in !

i
4

fl
It

| Maryland and Distriot of Golumbia, in Pebrusry, 1951, is

|
i

| that right? |

f R :
i A Yes, sir. ,
THE COURPt Very well. ‘ﬁcmbora of the Jury, we _é

| will take a ten minute recess.

;‘ (Thereupon, at 11135 a.m., there wad

| a ten minute recess taken, after whieh,
%{: : - the following ooourred:)
iz
;!




ows fis 1 i e m m'rs ‘Im wmm
| 1’35 0 mma
A | Q e, n-wm. where ave the mmwm of the
cmm-t Party of nmm 854 $he District of Columbla?

RIS Merth ,asmm »mt, m. zone 2, uxum,
QI8 that an ofrtu nﬂd&nﬂ
K Sl e e
Q | Does the name of m omnim!.on w publuly '

i:n thu mmmr _ |
v g 1t appears on tm t&rlt ﬂoer.
e T s m,umcmmrm:o:mmwtm

5.

§ nmmt of Columbia 1isted in the phone book in Maryland?
| A Yes, tm phones m auw all tht time.
| ‘.

e And wuhimm mc? : ;
‘ A  In Vashingten the WQW of the Communist
| Party ave in a mbnc.tum;u, and the phone there 1s in

% thophmbock‘ B4
if : Q  While you m an uttiur of the Communist Party |
| of Mayyland and the )htrict of Columbls, has that organize-
‘tion t‘{nm any public neetinga? .
A Yu,ﬁmwmu:mwor public meetings. ”
. Q Bommuap\tﬂhmﬂnshouwtuc«ov
| ’_mm m-:y tn rmm zywv "

|
{
4
i
P eions Y”~ ' R S e
}
|
|
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4 Where was it held?

A Worlmen's Cirole Hall, I think. |

Q  What 1s the address of the Workmen's Cirele Hall?

A | It is on East B&ltlmdrc Btreet. ?

Q  What was the ocoasion? »'

A well, °"nat cccasion Mr.Foster, chairean of our rmb
nationally, came in to apeak, and Miss Elsie Smith who had i
been Negro tradnvunion aruanizaf and myself spoke for the 1
firat time as elected officers of the Party. E

| A  How many puople-~~? | | | | é

‘A It was Pebruary 1948, I m.nk. | ;

¢  How many people were thcvn7 | ?

A About thwes or four hundred. - 2

Q was that meeting open to the publis? - f

A It waw, o | .

Q@ Do you know what the topis of the meeting was? E

A .

the tlantionu ‘were diacuasnd,~and the need of fighting for
: pcaaa. &nd I spoke about the nsed for unity in thc lador

" mavtuent.

| amd no dcalt with his tmp.
Q

press?
A

. Mr. Foster had Juat raturncd frow a trip abroad,

A number of topics were discussed. At that time |

Was this uuat&ns announccd in ndvanco in the pub11¢

It was.
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Q  what other efforts, if any, wers wade to obtaln
an sudience? o | - !
A Ve diatﬁbnw leaflets throughout the City mwir
we gouid, . | |
Q  Now, was this leaflet distributed in connection
with that meeting? |
A That was one of the leaflets distributed.
Q Do you know what quantity or what number were
 1ssued?
A At that time we usnally issued leaflets in quanti-
 t4es of 10,000, and I don't know whether there was an ad-
ditionsl number.
' HR BWW: I:ﬁould like to offer this in widem#a,

Your Honor.
| (nearne *Mass Rally, 8
February 29, 19438 was mar a
- o Defendants' Exhibit 7.)
Q (BY nm. me) Would yea resd this leaflet,
. vith ‘!‘emr Honor's Mlnxon?
A It is hudad "Mass Aelly,” and the speakers,

William '2. Foster, Gwm Meyers, and Elsie E. Smith. It

was held at the Woricwn's Circle Hall, 29 Bast Baltimore
| Street, Sunday, Pebruary 29, 1948. It was held at “worxmn'J-
Cirele Hall, 1029 E. Baltimore Street, Sunday, February 29th
1948, doors apen at 2 pg n., Admission 40g (Tax included).
Exoellerit rremm. ‘

e e e i e e g e
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It has underneath that the following printed
neBBREL s | \
- “?wph'otiﬂnitﬁoué
| “Rauy to defuat the ptsrmn of moticn, depreg-

e o et M ———

sicn, mgn prices, segregation and war., |
"Relly in support of the M@unﬂ.ﬂ Party of mmry*
A. Wallace =~ the me of ?nce, Pmsparity, Equality and f ’
Security,

| . "Hear the inspiring story of the glorious victory
of Labor and the People in the Congressional election in New
York City. | |
| | “Negro and White ww‘k#ra! Unite for peate,
progress, higher wages, the smashing of Jim Crow in Baltimord."”

“And it endss "The Pecple’s March is on for Victory
in 19581" 8igned: "Communist I’arty of Biltimbru, 220 N,

Yiberty Street - Plaxa 3842" phone number, 3
] (BY MR, BUCHMAN) | Nom'. aa you resall a public mt%
ng mm by the Communist Party m February 19492 !
A Yes, there was 8 westing hem/:g;}.wing yur.
Q@ Where was that held?
| A At the same place,
Q  What was tt‘f@ agcaslion for that weeting?
K It was the sisbration of Negro History Week, and
&iia it was a weeting to honor a mewber, Elsie Bnic‘h,; who
had died while chatmman of the Party in Washington, D. C.
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How many were there at that meeting?
I would say abeut the same number.
was thnﬁ an open: - - meeting?

Yesn.

o O 8 > LD

Who spoke at that meeting?

& Nb. Pettis Perry. He was chalirman of the Negro
Commission of our Party naticnally. He is an outstanding
leader of the Negro people. He had been active in the
Communist Party for a number of years. He is 2 leader of
the Party. o

Q  Vere there any other speakers at that meeting?

A':nyxhwmacmdnnum;mamm:#tm
defendants spoke. |

Q@ Do you recall --

A Mr. Peankfeld spoke.

] Do you recall the subjects on whish they spoke at
that meeting? |

A Well, the subject of the mesting in addition to
being @ tribute to Hiss Swith were again the role of the
Negro people and the fight they themselves had made to free
themselves from slavery, and the role of the white sbolitionist,
in that period dcnllng with the whole question of the hi.tory
of the thro people.

’ spokn lpociriaally on the need or Negro and
white unity and dealt with past axparienco in Maryland where
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there had been Negro and white unity achieved particularly
during the period of Reconstruction and the btneritp that
resulted to the Negro workers and particularly to the white

‘workers because of that unity.

Q8 po you recall what My, ﬁwnnkrbld spoke about at
that meeting? | - | |
A  Mr. Frankfold doalt mainly with the tributc to
Misy Smith, if X remember oorraetly.
R Now, was this meebing announced in advance in the
publiec press? o .
A It was.
Q@  Were leafleta aintrzbuted in advance of that
mﬁttins also?
A f Yes.
Q "Do you know how many?
A: I dontt reaenbcr exactlyy We got out as many as
we could and distributcd tham. |
& Is thia a copy of the 1eaf1at, one of the leaflets i
used 1n gonneetion with that meetingy |
A-} This 18 one of the 1qar1¢tt» ‘
MR. BUCHH&Na If Your Honar plea.e, I would like to E
offer this in evidence. ‘ '
. 'THE CBERK: Exhlbib 8
| (Leaflet "Negro-White Uhity
dated Sunday, February 12th‘

was marked Defendants!
Exhibit 8.)




1710

Q@  (BY MR. BUCHMAN) Mr. Meyers, would you read this
leaflet to the Court and jury?

A The leaflet is headed "Wo-ﬁbite Unity" and the
| following proposals were made: "For Jobs and Higher Wages,
L For Relief and Public Works, For Fair Bmployment Practices
and Equal Rights, Fo:? Yecant aou_uing, For Peace and Democracy”.

i

Those were all questions that we weres for.

Then mimé: ‘

"Against BIC ~-- Against The Baltimore Transit
Company Fare Steal, Against Jim Crow, Against the Taft- -

" Hartley Law, Against Slums, Against War and Fasoism.”

 Then it zdn on further in large print “"Mass Runy,;
Elsie Smith mmi, Pirst Anniversary of Death of an |
Outstanding Negro Comsunist, Woman Labor Leadexr in
Baltimore in conjunction with Negro History Week, Learn
of the Great Contributions of Negro Awericans to our

State and Country.

YSunday, Feb. 12th, at 8 P.M. (Lincoln's Birthday),
at Workmen's Circle Hall, 1029 E. Baltimore Smot. i
"Prominent Laca'l.nm Nationai speakers, excellent
musiocal program.
| "Genml Admission 50¢ (m inoluaed,) Students
and Youth 254 (Tax molﬁdtd) .mmplb'ycd ilorhm -
Preoe Admiuiofx."
And then & quotation from Abraham Lincoln: 'True
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daﬁocﬁacy makes no enguiry about the solor of the
skin, or place of nativity, or any other similar
circumstances of eondition.”

Thon signed ~~ “Isacd by: Comsunist Party of
B&ltimort, 220 N, Libarty and the phone nunber
*plaza 3B42," o
Q (BY MR, avcmx) xw, was there any other liter-
 ature besides this leaflet digtributed advertising this
mesting? |

A Yen, tharc-vaa.éthar literature.

MR, PLYNN: If Your Honor please; I do not see
the point ol ,‘u thﬁ.ﬁ acoumulation, Qust announcing a
weeting., I do not want to out him off, but I 4o not see
any point to putting all this in, |
. THE COURT: Aren't the two you already have in
evidence explanatory? | |
MR. BUCHMAN: Your Homor, my cnly purposs Aiu to
phow th& public natupe of the nectxns and the erortu made
to advertise the meutins to thc puhlic and the non-secrecy
of the method of praccdurm. |
. THE COURTY Well, T don’t imow that there has
 been any evidence to the contrary.
MR. HUCHMAN: wa11, I think there ware certain
nanalunidhn wade.

THE COURTs @o ahead. I do not see the necessity
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of putting so much in, but if you want to do 1f, go ahead.

xn“ BUCHMAN: It will only take a half minute.
Q {B? MR, Bucnmax), Is thia # copy of the card that
you haa‘advartiaing that meeting?
A Yes.
Q@ ° How wany of those were cirbulatod?
A Apout five thaunand.
MR, BUCHH&ﬂ. X offar this 4n evidenge, Y ur Honop

THE CLERK: Exhibit 9.

(card antitled "Hell, Bnmb
or Feace™ to be held at
Wworkment's Circele Hall,
Sunday Feb. 12th, marked
Defendants® Exhibit 9.)

e e+ it e e e e et e 4 1 e e s s
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f
Cav £5 | ¢  Flease read that to His Homor and the jury.
Owene l2m |
: A Your Kum'. I rna these thing: because it not

. enly eXpORES = :
' » ran GOURT: - ﬁo, this is not the tsna tor that.

Tt e

You m ul:ot to read tt. xr you vuh to rnd n. you may

49 89,

A It is heeded, "Hell-Bomd or Pemee?” with the "H"

being thiek. '*r-aymustnwcxrir. or Sall Street's Profits?

Get the Aamru nt t’hc nuu:, smu, February 12, at
8 P, M nnu Sntl mtn M Negro History Week,
Workmen's ctgqlq Hall, _:.e:o E. Boltimore Street, Gemeral

Admission 80e & ‘mmﬁployéd' lm;.’ m;m - Communist
Party of Baltimore, 220 N. L!.boriy 2t
< (By Ih'. Buohmnh ﬁ‘u this nnt:lnc roportod in

e

D —

thc pahnc prul? _

A Yn. 1t Ill mart«. Fhere was & rcportar
’mxa, n ct atlm- pkhuf uounss. [ '

9§ kr, Mcyon, 3: ﬁa nat wut to take np any uu
| time asking nwut mzvuun nuﬂ.ngt Have there beem
any- other publie mcttm te m m\ncﬂsa held by tho

e S T e

Communist &’arty of !taryland m tlu Dutuct tf colmbin?

| Thut mc Dnn atxxu- pubuo nctings uhoro ve

motified the pr:lu -at xnuuua lestlets 1nv1t1ng peaple to
~ attend. '

4, In what eities wm those nﬂmy held?
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A in Beltimore end Weshington, D.C.

W Has the Communist Perty made efforts to attract

es meny people as possible to those meetings?

& They have.

e tﬁ;wduuénnist Party here from time fn.ttno,
while you were an offiger, taken eny redio time?
4 TYes, we have had radioc time on ocossion and
mesented our views in that menner to the publie,

¥ Do you reeall what stations, radio stations, you
appeered on?

A 1 can remember the stations - I forget the
number. One is on North ‘venue in the Center Building.
I think I spoke there a couple times and I spoke several
times in Cumberland, karyland, over the redio,

Q@ ‘Do yéu recall what the subjeets were?

A A eouple times I spoke oh qﬁoctiunn of eivil
righte, civil libertiaa and in Cumberland on one occasions
it was in the form of a speech when I became the leader
of the Party, It dealt with the general progrem of the
Communist Party affeeting apoeific issues at the time we
secwed radio time,

& Hes the Communist Party, while you were an
officer, distributed learletl.otha: than I heve shown you?

A Yes, we have distributed whole numbers of
leaflets on all sorts of sub jects.
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q . Have you sny idea of the sver-all quantity, the
total?

A  Fo, I have no idea. Tens and tens of thousands,

hundreds of thousands actuelly were distriduted in all
parts of the eity,

Q Eave you, nb‘qa offioer of the Communist rarty,
appeared defore chr 1§¢131at1v0 comzittees?

4 TYas, I have sppeered before State committees,
the City committees, on e number of subjeots. I appeared
in company with Mr, rrahxr.ig in the 1egiu1ativevhaar1ns
in innepolis in favsr of the soldiers' donus, I appeared
in opposition to the increass in the price of milk smd |

g her committeos. I appeared in favor of reat control,
price control. I apoke on a whole number of itiuat ?
when the opportunity presented itself defsre these bodies,

$& I pasa to another sudbjest mow, Mr, Keyers., Is ‘
there eny document whioch governs the structwre of the %
Communist ‘arty end thcvrismta of the aenbers? i

A Yes, it isa the Constitution of the Communiast ?artyé
of the United 3tates of imeriea. |

¢ I show you this doounent snd ank you to identify
that? |

!
|

A It 18 tha Constitution of the Communist Farty,

|
of tha cmut Partr af the United States of imerica, and !

1t is publilhec by the Gaanulili Papty Us 5o b., and the
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date la Cctober,l948,

t

9 Ia that the 1ateat wanititutzan in existance nt
this time} " -

A Yes, this Constitution followed slong the sanme
lines as the 1945 Constitution which is in evidence, with
soxe pinor adjusthents, and wes re-adopted at the 1950
Convention of the Dpmmunist farty that was held in New York
City, i

¢ Gam you r&#d us those segtions of the Comstitution

.whiah govern or relote ta th@ atructnra of the Communist

P arty? | |
A Yea, it i Artiocle VI "Struoture”.

"Seation 1, Ths besis orgauization of the rarty
ls the ﬁlub which shall be organized on a shop,
oammunity or industrial haéia. _

"The officers and executive committees of the
~ Clube ahail,be eleated by fhe merbership by & aeoret
ballot onee a year. =
| "The Clubs shall meet rwgu;arly and shall
eutabl&ah apprapziata esmmzttaoa undar the diregtion
of the Club Exeeutiva Comni ttee,

) ”aéatian'3» T&e Stat§ organization shall e¢ouprise
81l ¢lubs in one ﬁtaté'anﬁ shall have the power to
matablish all,ﬁegeasary iﬁﬁﬁivilians nunh~an saunty,

éity, or b&atian'&xgnnizatianﬁ‘and conmit tees,

e ——— ¢ Sy e e
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ﬁtlasates to tha atata aanveatiena shall have been

_ uamﬁara of the Earty in eontinnaut gceﬁ standing for

" leest two years, The State Comalttee hes the responsi-
bility to cerry out the Convention decisions and

direct the esotivities of the State organization detwee

meubers a Chalrman, and nuah.athcr sffigers and §

mamherahiﬁ of tha\&tite.
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-"”Tha,hiauésg-hmdj_af the State orgsnisetion is
the State caavenziah,vihieh shell penvene at lesat
oroe evary twd ytars.énd ba'eamp§sed of delagntan
alected by the qémwnatisnn of the subdivisions of the
Farty or by the Clubs in the state. The delagates

shell be elsoted on the baasis of numerical strength.

et iauxﬁ one yeqr.
<"The Stete canvenﬁion shnll eleet by acerot
bR1lot end mejority vote, a State Committee. A member |
i

to De eligible for election to the State Committes

shell heve been in contimuous good standing for at

State Conventions,

wiphe &t&ta Conmittes uhall eleat from anohg ite

aammittgas.as 1t decldes upon. These snall all be
responaible to the State Commitise,

“speﬁ;al State Conventions may be #allud by
giﬂhe§ a majority voke of the State Committee, oF uyaui
written request of Clubsrepresenting one-third of the ’
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 "Seetion 8, District organizations mey be

eatablished By the National Committee. ihere these

cover two or wore states, the Gtate Committees shell

be under the jurisdietion of the District Committes,

 olected by and representing the arty membership of

the States composing these distriets. The rules for
conveming the District Conventions and the eleetion

" of leading eammittéaé shall bYe the sgme as tlose

provided for the State orgsnization |
"Seotion 4. In matters of s 1oeal, state or

distriot neture, the clubs, sestion, couaty, Otate

- and Distriet Committees have the right to make

desisions withih.tha liwite of the genﬁrai policies

 and Osnntitution of the Pnrty»qnﬂ its Convention.”

&  Heve you finished®

4 There sre tws more short sections,

"Scetian b.‘ All officers and leading cosmittees

- of the Tarty, from the Club ixecutive Committees to

the highest committees, shall be elected either

" ‘direatly by the mendership or through their eleeted
- delegates, Committees and offigers must report

regularly on their aat;iitiau to the body whieh
eieetéd thea.”
 Finelly, on the question of local organizetion:

"Geetion 8. Auy Farty officers may be remsged
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at eny time from their position by s majority vote
of the body which elected them, or by the Committee
to which they are responsible.”
That deals with the structure of the l'arty on
& district level,
") MR, BUCHMMN : I do nt believe 1 have affered
this in evidence. I would like to offer this Constitution

in evidence,.

(Constitution of the Communist Party
of the United Stetes of Amerioa marked
Defendant's Zxhibit 10,)

KR, BUCHMAN: I feel 1ll, Your Honor, and I
wonder if I could be exc@sed for about five minutes and
let Mr. Wright teke over the examination,

THE COIRT: Very woli.

) (By Mr. Wright):Mr, Meyers, what is the highest
authorlity of the Communist Party preseribed in the
Constitution?

A The highest authority of the Communist rarty is
the Nationsl Convention. It is the body by which the
policies under which the Communist Party operates are
established or gﬁaes the activities of the Party.

R Howoften does the convention meet?

A Zvery two years.

% %111l you tell us how the delegates are selected

to the cecosnvention?
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A The delegates sre selested in the following

 manner: First, the oclubs select delegates to the State

-or District conventione, Theae are clubs that have
been deseribed in that section of the Constitution which
1 read, and from this State Convention delegates to the
National Convention are cleoted by secret ballot and
najqrity vote,
Q  kho ¢erries on thé business of the ‘arty detween
conventiona? | o | |
A Thp National camnitiaw of the Varty is rclpanniblci

between conventionu.

W Wil you deseribe the strueture end funotions

of the. Ratianal aammitth@i | ' |

4 The Netional Gammittcp is eleoted by the National
ConVentian, again hy seoret ballot anﬂ by majority vatt.
as are the National Officers of the Party. They are
selected from the delegates present and they meet regularly
over & perlod of two Yesrs. Between maetings, it is their
duty té a&rzy out and implement the ﬁqlioiea adopted at
the National Convention held and in no way can they change
suoh policies. The only wey suek polieiecs oan de changed
ie by ealling a Speoial ﬂationai Convention. They are
striotly an br3nniaat1au to oerry out end 1mplom§nt'th¢ :
policies adopted at the eanvukttaas - |

g Does the Nativoal Committee meet regularly?




c9

 'at the eounvention on 2 aay~ta~ﬂsy'buiii‘ Now, the resson

work af the Varty, the National cenmittcr glects this

| Hati@nal Beard fram 1ts own,mmmbera. , | ;

~ you read this section of the Constitution whieh defines the

iT21

;AJ' Yes, through the years,
% 'i How many members does it heve?
4 1t hes et this tine, I think, 1B regular members
and 9 alternate mewbers. ‘ |
4. Is taers @ Netionsl Board?
A . Yes, | . |
%  What is its funotion?

A4  The Lational Board is eleeted by the Notionsl

~Committee., 1t is a2 mmaller bcay~gnd ita duties are to ;

aarry_but the policies of the Comnunist rarty as establinheaz

for this is that the National Ganmittee mexbers come f£rom
nll parts at the country and thny uanvnnt possibly meet |

u?ary day, 'Y that ip order to carry aut the day»to—duy

U (By M. Buchman): By the way, b, Keyers, 41

rights end duties of e member?

A No, I haven't. Article IV is headed "Hights
and Tuties of ienbers. |
| "segtion 1. Every member of the farty who is in
good standing hes not dnly the right but the responsi- i
.biiity to perticipate in the making af its policiea |
and in the elestion of 1ts Lleading committees,
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 officers end dni_loaatci in the manner provided for in '

',Qluh, cm&ttn oF Gannntiau, decisions are made by
e ujarity vot: of txme 1n attenﬁanu¢ and 1l '

Committee and the H‘atml Convention, Decisions of i
the Netional Convention are finsl. While the appeal

rendered. All appeals should be heard by the

1722 |

this Constitution,
‘"Seetion 2. After thorough discussion 8 any

i

"Sonuan Se Pu-ty mbc:u diuarning with any

{

desision ot - Glub, Mnan, County, State or murtat§
|

Committee have the right ts appul‘luﬂh deeision to

the mext higher body until they reach the Nationel

15 pesdiiins metbers Mokl sihers 'to tha d«uian ulru#

respestive committee within 30 days.
"Seetden 4¢ In m-uonyuuai diseussions, |
members have the rxght,"gnt"ahy. within the Party
wgmzat'wn. to discuss eny and all m’-w-ﬁucm
and teoties, the rxsht to eriticize the work end
conposition of all leading ém;tton, tbe Tight fo %
participate fully is the ﬂiuunivaln in the Party press
or any other m-:'mm puhliuﬂm » |
"Segtion B, Xn morl with the principun otl

*amwatic mtralzm, and in uam with Art"clo vn.

Seetion 7, cmxn Perty members shall be involved |




¢ 1l

e ——— et

1723

in the formuletion of major policies e:d shall have

the right end duty % examine the execution of
policies.

"Seetion 6. Communist Party members, in aceord |
with the provisions set forth in this Constitution,
have the right to bde nominated and eleoted to 511
offices or committees,

"Section 7. The members of a Club, by majority
vote, have the right to reecall any of the Cludb of ficers
or committees.

"Seetion 8, A Party member shall have the right
to prefer charges sgeinst any other cember of the
arganization 1h aogord with Artiele VIII, Seection 6.
Any member who has been subjeet to disciplinary setion
has the right $o appesl to the next hisher body up to
the Nationel Convention. Appeals to the National
Convention shall be heard by s Committee established

for sush purposes by the Convention.

"Seetion 9. Members are abligated to fight with
ull their strength aguinnt any and every effort,
whether it comes from abroad or from within our

sountry, to destroy the rights of laboy snd the

people, or to impose upon the United States the
arbitrary will of eny group or psrty or eligue or

conspiracy, theredy vislating the unqualified right
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of the majority of the people to direet the destinies
of our sountry. | |

*&agtiﬂn 10;: Ali'ummberi shall atfivc to

:aoquire.an underitandiag o7 the fundamentals of

Marxism, to.explq;n the pblioiql of the Farty and the
prineiples of Soeialism, and to apply Communist

‘ éonndlansng&n;'n;dcrtttnaxnc.fraupnnn:hxltty and
, i .1n1t&nt1'b in thctr vark and latiyitr.‘

"Stetion 11. it ‘shall be “the eilisﬁti‘n af ill
Party monbtr- te ltruacxt ngainat all forms of ‘
nntional oppression, nat&onnl chauvinism, diserimine-

tion end stgrctattan; sgainst all 14&910310@1

“1nr1unnscn and prectices of hdt)lrpun"rlcial",thporicn

such &s white chauvinism end anti-Semitism. It

shell be the duty of all Party members to fight for

the full social, politicel and economic equality
of the Hegro people and promote the unity of the
Rbc:o and white people as essentisl for the EAyhnqe--’

‘ment of their eomuen interests.

“Segtion 12, 4ll nnubara shall be rcqnlzcd to
balang to the resrective truac unioan to -hich they
are clisihle, and to promote the beat tltcre-ts of
the members of any organization to which they belong.

"Seotion 13, All members eligible shall

register and vote in the sleotions for public offices,

S e
— : 4
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"Seetion 14, The Party shall give full aid ia
the acquisition of U. 3., citizenship to thsse of

its menbers who, bdecsuss of unjust and undemoeratie

laws and preotices, are deprived of this right.

% (By kr. Buehmsn) Is the Comzunist Party divided
into districtav

A Yes,

$ haet 1s the highest authority of the Communist

rarty within each district?

A The District Convention.

Q How are delegates to the Distriot Conventions
ohosen?

A As 1 heve desecrided in the party constitution,
in this distriet, a8 in other diastricts, the oludbs meet
and on the dbasis of the size of the membership, they eleet
delegates to the convention by seocret vote and majority
vote,

) Who ¢arries on the business of the Communist
Party between the Distriot Conventioans?

A The District Committee.

" ¥hat is the District Committee of Keryland, for
instanee, in your own words? |

4  The Dlstrict Committee in laryland is the
committee elected at the Distriot Convention to carry out

the policies established at that Convention, to carry out



o

the policies and program of tho Communist Perty in this
Siatriets B

g Is mc-m on the Distriet Committee a full
“time, paid job? i A ‘ ‘

A Na, 1t is poaplo ehoted who meet rasulu).y but
not dauy or weekly. ‘

% Does it make policy decisions, the Distriet
Committee? 4 o i

A lo, all psliey in the Party is established at
conventions and the seme &s Netional, if there is any
__ﬁluh. it than s m nud tm' chum in paliey, xt nuld
‘Nave td be Uone br m uluna of & Special Conwntun

") #hat is the Dhﬁut board?

A The District Bl 4o & sl Belly o8 people
elected by the Distriet Committee to carry out the dey-to-
dey sctivities of the Perty in the distriet,

%  How are its micn ehosen?

A Ilested by majority vote of the Distriet
com,tt«.‘ seeret bdallot. '

Q ¥hat are the rmmm of a Distriet Board?

A The Distriet Board meets regulsrly, frequently,
to carry out and implement the polisies set at the distriet
émention..m to sumrqntei ‘nﬁm the Party fmttnm. that
the progrem of the Party is carried out on a day-to-day

b“;.o ‘
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& How ere the National Officers 5f the Communist
Yarty chosen?

A They ere chosen by secret ballot at the National
Convention.

g How are the officers >f the District chosen?

A They sre nominated and elected by seoret ballot
at the Distrist Coanvention.

q What 18 the reletionship between the Distriot
Urgenizer or District Chairmsn end the Netional Officers?

A The District Crganiger or Chairman osnsults with
the nationsal leaders, sattends meetings, which are referred
t0 in the Communist Party ss plenwms, which are in learge
meetings or discussions for earrying out psliecy and on
such oceasions it is the Job of the Distriest Orgesnizer to
transpit his thinking to the N: tional lesders, to get
their thinking on the general work of the ‘arty and
speeifio policies and program under discussion, In other
words, we discuss with them what we ere thinking and they
tell us what they think and together we work out an
applicetion of the pdlicy. |

I
)
j

W When you say "They tell us what they think™, does

that mean you get it direeted and consequently follow 147
& No, it would be imposaible for an organization
to work in that fsahion. Firet, any policles are sdopted

by the Convention and in carrying out those policies, it
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is necessary for the m\ut dumsian of pouctn h‘t"ﬂ‘
the luuﬂ of naumul and locel Imu, and this Pu-ty
does mot rmtion by amouvn. :

Q Can you tou us what yacr under:tudwg sf the
tcru "demoeratic ﬂentrallau' I-ana?

A " Yas, T oan explain it briefly -m my thinking

It 13 a coablnutian,ar warda ts b.gin vith. thnt
Governuent 1nrorn-rn frtnd ia ylltt upon thetr dcrtgittons
."to make 1% Sound very w-anonl. ’Dbnocratto eantraliau 1| :
afply this; It is & form of orgenization within the
calnnniat Party by whiah lh. thinklns and doaircl of the
-nnnberdth of 1&: Farty aro nnat quiekly gathered and most
quidkly put~Lnxa[lctianm”“!hns‘tivtho‘nnunilc of democratie
mﬁ,cn}ra}inn.h It goes mneh turthgr. It gool nnnh‘bcyoad
“that, It is o method of wnnnuon vy -uox the Puty
menders in tha alub;, u th' mupm, in tho umut, ean
rwnct as ua-t quiekly‘tn thc doy~to-¢ny p:nblclu tttn whiech

thqy ere faced; thc ﬂayote-lay programs that the Etrty

nadert:keu aﬁd, 5n_t$a btgtr'hana, it is & form of organiza~

tisn by which this thinking ¢an be most quickly put into

agtion. ' | ;

e Q.v: is thcwc room for. acmasrgtie aiscun:lou.aal

eritlctuu uitht: th;: prineiple ar aunairntia conxralioi?
A That is tne \uux;;en whiah the Party is

orgenized snd it is eslled "demooratie centralism”, What
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it means is that in eech section of the rarty, whether it
be their Club, to the Netional Committee, there is the
fullest dircussion on any end sll problems. any member
of any section 5f the Party hes the right to express his
or her opinions, to make proposals, how they should be
caerried osut, and then by majority vote a decision is
arrived at and onece that majority vote is deoided, then
1t is the duty of every member of the Party to carry out
the deoision of the majority, which goes for a slud or for
a National Convention and for a Ketionsl Committee,
Distriet Committee end any secti on of the Party.

) I show you Governwment Zxhibit 21. I think it ia
entitled, "On the Struggle Ageinst Revisionism”. 7The
srticle I am showing you is & report, is it not, hy John
Williemaon cntitled, "The Reconatitutisn of the Communist
Party” and that is a report to the Speeial Convention of
the Cemmnnist Political Assaeiation held in New York, 1
July 26-28, 1945, which reconstituted the Communist Party
of the United Stetes of imeriea. | {

¥R. GREEK:; what pege? ‘

“Ro DUCHKAN: VYeoge 78. i'ould you reed thet
section which begins, "Demoeratic Centralism”, just that |
one paragraph. |

THE #IINESS: There are one or two paragraphs, |

Thie section of t:e report deels with democratic centraliln,i
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c1ls . 1%t iz 80 headed ancd kr., “illiamson's report continues!

"Because we erred so heavily Iin negleeting the

‘ tine-tested Communist principle of demoerstie

4 centralism, we must emphasize that these principles

3 are embodied in irticles VI end VII, let me restate

H bdbriefly our coneept 5f democratic centrsliam,

"Democratic eentralism is the method of funetion- E
ing of the Communist @ruaalzatlah which camblﬁnn
éj maximur democrecy in the shaping of policy and the
: eleetion of 2ll leadership with sufficient centr liza- :
tion of committee authority to guerantee immediste

. reaction to problems and speedy modilization of the f
| entire membership snd orgenization around the
fulfillment of key taszka, Demoocratic centraliam
thus gusraentees that all leading ocommittees sreé
elected by the mekbership and sll besie problems are
discussed an’ sheped by the membership, The elected
leaderzhip hes tre responsidility to report systeme- |
tieally to the membership on the sctione and decisions i
taken by the hither sommittee, But osnee declisions :
ere made in the higher committees, these decisions
become the line of activity for the membership as a
whole.”
< Read the next short paragrarh.

A "Centralization »ith formel democracy can never f
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¢ 19 be suceessful. The fusion of democrasy and
centralism ean only be achieved on the basis of
constant common activity and struggle of the enfiro‘
membership of the Party, operating through clubs

where general policies are dlscussed and elaborated

2 to meet the speeific conditions and problems of that
% area.” |

| This is, I think, a report given in 1945,

| It deals with one of the fundamental methods of organize~
tion of the Perty.

] Can you name some other types of organizations
in which your experience indicates that the prineiples

of demooratie centrelism sre advogcated?

MR, FLYNN: I objJeet, I don't know what that
has %o do with this case.

THE COURT: 1t seoms to be irrelevent.
MR o BUCHMAN: If the Court please, if I may be

heard just briefly, the Government hes singled out this

theory of demoaratic centrelism as being somewhet unigue

in the Communist FParty end hes sought to attach a eottain

connotation., If we ¢an establish that this 1s not a
; principle unique in the Communist Yarty, but is the method
of operation in trade unions and other similar groups,

it tends to effect the probative value of the Government's
1i proof,
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'TﬁE'GOURT: ‘I think that misstates the point of
the ease, as 1 saw the evidenoe. The t#o words, "demoeratiec
eentralism” af themselves have no clear meaning and the
evidense of the Government was tﬁ the effeot thet in the
Communist Party it had a very definite meaning, which was
thet all Perty memberw were subjeet to strict diaclplino
with regard to the final decisions of the Boerd and must
carry them sut whether they like them or not es long s
they remain in the Gommnniat Party.

Now, 1t 1n pcrroetly rdlcvnnt and proper tar you

to ke My, kcyur- i thet m«qning, if there 18 ® pqrtiaulnr

meaning glven that phrase by thg Q@lmunlst Party. It 1is,
however, not r;iéiant to show ﬁhnt iﬁ some other organizae
tionz, such as possibly to use a neme the Frogressive
Farty or some labor union =

MR, BUCHNAN: Well, it is not the rrogressive
Party = ‘

TEE COURT: I am just using an illustration. I
don't know whether you cen $all it the Y. X, or 2 party
or some other party. What it means is, what it means to
some other party is not relevant but what it meens to the
Communist Party. The Government's testimony is thet 1t
hes a particuler mesning in the Communist Party and you

ean not refute that by saying in some other organizations
it has a different meaning.
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R BUCHMAN: I was referring to his own
experience.

THE COURT: It does not matter whether his
experience in other concerns is different or not, It may
very well be that the term "democratic centralism” has e
different weaning in some other orgenization which My,
leyers may have been connected with,

The ﬁmatim here is what is the meaning within
the Communist Party.

MR, BUCHMAN: Very well, Your Hopor,

A (By Mr. Buchman): Mr. Meyers, ¢an you give an
examplf of how demoeratiec centralism on a certain issue

would be or is applied in the Communist FParty?
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Ows fis Cvy THE WITNESS: Yes, I can give examples, if a

- | particular issue that comes up is discussed in whatever par+

ticular body it applies, it may be & elub, it may be a mnmﬂ

Board, it way be a District Committee, District Convention,

i’n:tional Committee, National Board, National Convention, the
|

' prineiple 1s this that in the partionlar structure of the
i!’w in which this problem is discussed, first there is full
discussion and then a majority vote, and onge the majority
has voted it 18 the policy of the particular section of the
Party.

That is the essence of it. If it is the National
Convention, that means that the poliey is the policy of the
entire 6mht Party that, Your Homor, without getting |
1nto the previous question to which you object, %o, but that |
is the way of cperating in any organization in this countyry, l

;m that 1s the way with all conventions.

Q (BY MR. BUCHMAN) Now, does the individual member |
have a right to participate in decisions of the Party, in
|making decisions of the Party?

A Ewry member has a right, an opportunity to par-
ticipate in decisions of the Communist Party both in how they
‘ are formulated and in how they are carried out.

Q Now, prior to the holding of the National Convene
tions at whieh the polisy is rmunm; does there exist any
|opportunity in the various District Organizations to prepare
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for the formulation of policy by the convention?

A Well, I can give an example how this particular
phase of the work was operated in this Disteict. Prior to
the calling of the National Convention or at the time the

gonvention was called, the National Committee of the poliey
formylates a draft resclution which contains or carries
things which it thinks should be discussed at the convention
and the approdches which should be taken and the business
of the convention that it should engage itsell in, |
This is pointed out in the policles which are |
distributed to every member of the Communist Party as well
a8 to people outside the Party, and we send it to people

who may think or be interested or some people that we want

to let them know what sur thinking is. o
This is dis¢ussed, this draft, as 1t is called,

is diseussed in every sludb in the Communist Party, section

by section, over & period of sixty days, and 1t is discussed
by District Board and by the District Committee, and then
prior to the calling of the National Convention, the nuw#
Convention is eaihd. |

At that time the thinking of the various clubs I
i® brought to the District Convention by delegates elected
from these c¢clubs and there again a fudl and complete dis-
cussion is held on the subjects raised in this draft reso-
lution, and any subjects that any member desires is duomoﬁs,

|
{

|
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and 1f there are new proposals thny are voted upon, and l
if the majority votes, if that is adopted, then that, then
they make recommendations to the Districet Committes, and the
District Committee elects delepgates to the National Convenw
tion.
- Q You mean the Distriet Conventlon?

A In the Distriet Convention,; and it elects dclc&ttQJ
t¢ the National Convention whe in turn take the thinking
and the ideas and the proposals from the District Convention |
which in turn through its delegates from a1l clubs, they |
take the ideas and thinking of every member of the Party
in the Distriet. Y

These things are then taken to the National
Conventions, and the delegates have a full right and oppor- |
tunity to discuss all sections of the draft resolution and
make any proposed changes that the State Convention so !
ordered and any new proposals that the State Convention may
have acted upon, and this in turn is taken under considera-
tion by the National Convention and voted wpon.

Q Now, btrm the National Committee formulates
its draft resolution, is there am opportunity given for
the Bentiments of the various Districts to be expressed in
the draft vesolution? »

A The draft resolution is formulated by the

National Committee, and once it is ment out, there i -~
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Q I am trying to get at it this way, is there an
opportunity to get the views in the Distriet before the
National Committee issues the draft rescolution?

A Well, the National Committee itselfl meets, and
the leaders from the various districts also meet with the |
National Committee and present their views, as I have poinmf

out, to the National Committee, the leaders of the Party. f
Q@ I8 that what you call @ plenum meeting? ‘
A It takes at times & plenum form, and at ether
times it takes & form of a discussion, what 1s called a
discusaion of what should be contained in this draft reso-
lution,
Q Now, when was the last National Convention of the |
Communist Party?
L. In Dekember 1950. | !
Q Now, you referred to pre-convention discusaions ;
held by the Party sixty days before the meeting? Was there §
such a discussion held prior to ihc eonvention in 19507 |
A Yen. ’

Q@  Was there any newspaper or advertising provided

giving an opportunity for the rank and file wembers to
express theiyr views on this draft resolution?

A Yes, the Party went to considerable expense to
issue what was called "Our Party” which was & pre-convention

diseussion bulletin, and in such bulletins every wember of




the Party who so desired had the right -- |
THE COURT: I think you have answered the question,
THE WITHNESS: And they would give their thinking
in 1% to the Committes as to what they thought should be
in the draft resolution,
(Mr. Buchman handed paper to My. Flynn.)
Q@  (BY MR, BUCHMAN) Mr. Meyers, I show you this and
ask you if that is one of the pre-convention discussion
bulletina?

A Yes, this is the draft resoluticn that went out ==

MR, BUCHMAN: I thought 1t was the other.

THE WITNESS: To all the members and contain a

nuaber of issues which the National Committee felt should be

discussed.
| MR, BUCHMAN; All right. I won't offer this.

Q (BY MR, BUCHMAN) What I wanted to hand you was
this, this pre-convention discussion bulletin., Would you
read the title of that?

A That is called "Our Party".

MR, FLYNN: Is that the same one we looksd at?
MR, BUCHMAN: No, 1t is not, I am sorry.

MR, FLYNN: Do you want to offer this other one?
MR. BUCHMAN: No. -

MR. FLYNN: May 1t please the Court, I think if

this goes in they should all go in. Here this s down to
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1950'nbﬁ x‘aw‘nof'éb:matina; buﬁ the witness is handed one |
p&pﬂr and then we cxua&nn it nwdthnn thara is uomethinz claa.
artbrua | | | |
| QHE counw: That was Juﬁt an 1nadvcrt¢nna on the
9::% of ura Buchman, I huliavo. . DR ' ;
. MR. BUC&HAN:‘ Yes, xvofrur this. o

&BB counmz It you objest to the paper I will

ms;am tho obﬁwtmn on that mmw mt M Buohun is

. nxking about is tha m&aninz or the term democratic centrulﬁtu,

and I thmnk th& thﬂaﬁs haa fully answered 1t from hiu.point

'or ﬂm mx 1 thtnk m acm:mutim of printed matter abwﬁ
'.ib ta naperrmﬂuu, and I auntain thu ohjection to 1t for thnt‘

MR. nucxu&nx x: !hur-uanur Ppleage, 1 want to ofrcﬂ
i

,thn 6ocumentary uvidanae to prnvt the opportunity given for

?promaanvanticn disautsiun. .

THE COURT: Re has explained that, and I know of

o gontradiction to 1t,

MMMx uyxmmartwofpmnrmd *
have &hur‘nonor*u ruling!  _ BT - | %
- mER cannw: ‘Vbry well. i iuctain th§ objeatlon l
to any wf thete papert huaau:* X think 1% 1s surplussage und
T think 1t is unnecessary and imeemu '
MR, BUCHMANg A right, sir.
5-~mns~caun¢;' The questiah'was what 1s thgutaning %




I tne eonventionr - -

" *M!‘tw@ﬁt areas as to the policy sdopted by the majority of

axplana‘;ion the wiﬁneu hn givm.

1m0 |

of .de‘moaratic centralism, The wiitnessy has explained that i
from his point of view. |

| MR, BUCHMAN: But Your Honor, it seems to me that

tmr ﬁmmntm wmmw - ,

THE COURT:S m. Buamm I have giwn you my

ruling, and you may note an exception. ;

MR, BUCHMAN: I would like to have this marked |
for idmtificaizion and have !’ow Honor's mling.
THE COURT: All right.
THE CLERK: Defendants! Exhibit 11,
| ("*wo copies of “Our Party"
were mariced Defendants®

Exhibit 1lla and 11b for
tdentifiocation.)

Q (m MR, m:m) Now, Mr. Meysrs, does the primiplb
off democratic genmum pmhflbs.t different applications in

MR, FLYNN: I object to that.
THE COURT: The question 18 inconsistent with the

o o et o e o w

MR, BUCHMAN: ~On that I want to show the flnxibiuw
et wpliqation of that poliey. )
| THE GOURT: I understand the witness' explanation
very slearly, I think, andv'z ‘ho_pt the Jury does tco. I an
not telling them what they should think about it, but I am
ruling only on the point atf'-"wmomm
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He has axplaim thnt hea the mttar acomes up, ;
und 1t 48 discmed ama tmm :w 1s. mted upon and tmm it |
’ is x:ut into the form of & mlution, and the hmbems of |
. - the bodies have & perfect r&shfs, acecording to the uit:neu,

to di.mun that., amd they send delagatu to the National

; Convention, and _t-:m memm:’ Convention mets on the matter
%{ ‘and when scted 1t is Mnding 'nat-i.cmuny.. "

» ;f That 18 what the wttmn said.

i rHR wzmsaa This deals with the application or'
| the - -

. B ' aoms m', mm pxme., I have not

b 'zntmupsm you m many af ymxr very long amwcma It was
all mght for you te answer tm questions which were asked |
you and o answer thcn an. fally a8 m thought nwomxm i
but now. mgauchmn u anking queatmm, and it is not right

' foi you to interrupt. o

S , THE WITMESS: I wxn ra:mm from doing 1it.
*§ THE COURT: Proceed. R -

’ o . MR, BUCHMAN: Has Your Honor ruled on tho quaation‘!

| | THE coma Yen. The queution is/:gx:numt with

: | : vvmat tm uitneu has mmm, put i€ you want to rephrase

e  v- |

o “MR. BUCHMAN: Yes.
THE COVRT: Qo shead.
- Q l(BY M¢ Bmﬂ) How does the principle of
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dmﬁtm .wntm‘mm miaw to the application of the

xml’;a’;y gmmmaw kﬁa National Convention? !

. HR. ?.Lms .I@SJM% to that, .I think he has

snswered 16, |
THE Qﬁﬂmt‘ I think he has msm 1t. I think

| he has -mméed ‘that :ai.» the lsat fifteen or twenty wminutes.
MR, BUCHMAN: He testified on the subject of how

thepolicy 18 made, and I want to ask him how the policy is

1 sareled mxt from ﬁ;wtﬂ:at to District.

| | THE ee)mg N 4 4 t:ham is any specific matter which

" he has not u;;bifmd about you m.#nié ask him that, butl

think you have alresdy had the witness' full answer about

| his understending of demooratic cantralism
Q | (BY MR, BUCHNAN) Rﬁm Me, Meyers, can you tell

us in what way yem oRreY out the policies or resolutions
~establighed by ﬁhe ﬁmwmﬁ. Convention?
. MR, FLYNN: I objest to that.
- THE com,:“ !ﬁaea th@t quéﬁbi:m mean they don't
asrey them m’m?" ‘ 1_ o
| N | MR, - BUCHMAN§ CWell, I sm frying to phrase my
question us ,'tr.r.i a_ﬁem s'rem him bis. understanding or know=
ledge or experiente in carrying .-’amz the poltey, - |
| ~ THE COURT: You are confusing the metter, as I
 mee 1t . The question is whether d&mﬁnu centralism has
s particular meaning in the Communist Party, and the Govemn-

%
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ment has glven l' coertain bit of testimony on that, and now
M., Meyers as & witness has given svidence bearing upon it,
and in doing that he has explained the precise meaning
leginlatively with mpect to the organization and he has
naw that the dwinon of the Eational Convention was bindin&
upon 4%.

» BOCHNAN: . Well, I want to ahow how the appltou
tion of the pouay varies from geographlical area to ;Qomph-b
ical area.

THE COURT: Wr. Buchman, I think yousre not comply<+
ing with the ruling of the Court. That is all. |
If you want to ask him whether 1t means that it
i not the decision or that the decision of the National
Convention is not rinm you can ask him that, but I under-
atood him to u’y 1t was. If I misunderstood him, Jyou oonld
uk him whethar hiu tmar answer 13 not that as to whother
he mde A mistake.
] (BY MR. BUCHMAN) Well, Mr. Meyers, would you
angwer the Judge's last question?
A Whether 1t 5.3‘ final or not?
ﬁ Yes.
A All decisions of the National Convention are finu
and they are spplied by the District within the framework |
of the conditions within the District. In other words, you,

would not apply a& decision of the National Committee dealing
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. with farm work in Baltimore the same as 1t would be applied

in Arkansas.
| " There is a flexibility in the application of the
decisions to fit the situation prevalent inthat partiocular

platrict.
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*) Is there any prevelent volicy of the Communist

. Party with respect to the partieipation of membership in

. pre=-convention discussion at a discussion level?

MR. FLYNN: I obJject.

THE QGURT: I didan't understand the dArift of that

- guestion.

KR, BUCHMAN: Xay I rephrase that, Your Honor?
I withdraw that question,
Q | (By ¥r. .Buohman) Ia there any gensral polioy

in the Communist Party relating to participation by the

t membership in the forming of polioles and the making of

decisiona?

A It 15 the policy of the Communist Party to encourage

 end to moke possible the fullest participation of every

; member of the Compunist Party in the discussions out of which

oome the formulation of poliey.

S Now, does the prinociple of demooratic centralism
have anything to 4o with the advocacy of force and violence?

A Nothingz whatsoever.

w Now, Mr, Meyers, I think you have alresdy told us
you studled at the National Training School. Have you also
otherwise studled Marxism and Leniniem?

Ay Yes. I have asttended local oclasses and discuesion
groups, and algo I have engaged in self-study.

(8] Have you taught the principles of Marxism-lLeniniem?

A I have.
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... &  How, let me ask you this. Does the Communist i
P@rty have a long renge objective} ?
A Yes, slr. |

] what 18 that long range objective?
MR, FLYNN: I think that is a very general i

guestion. I don't know what *long range obJeotlﬁo}“ I objeot

to 1t. | |

i

THE CUURT: I am inclined to allow that to be

A Your Honor, 1t is a very short answer. 3oocialism |
is our long range objective, é
] (By ¥r. Buchman) Does the constitution of the |
Communist Pgrty make referense to that?
A It does.
MR, BUCHEAN: That exhibit I Jjust introdused. i
THE COURT:  MNumber 10. !
KR, BUCHKAN: I have another sopy.
Q {By ¥r, Buchman) Does that eonatitution refer
to the long range obJectiie. Socialimm?
A Yes., There is a short parigraph that deals with f
the whole thing.
Q Will you read that seotion?
A It is Article 2, *Purposes.”
Q  Read it slowly,
A tReading) "The purposes of this organization are to

promote the best interests and welfsre of the working class

i
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of the people of the United States snd to defend and extend

the demoorsey of our country, and to prevent the rise of

| fasolsm, and to advance the cause of progrees and peace

with the ultipate sim of ridding our country of the scourge
of eocomomic orisis, unemployment, inseourity, poverty, and

war, through the realization of the historie alm of the

| working class -~ the establishment of Soclalism by the free

f shoice of the majority of the American People."

Q Now, what you have rsad refers to Sociallem, What

| 48 the meaning of "Socislism," as used in that constitution?

A The meaning o=z "Socialism® as used in this constitution, :

the meaning of "Soclalism" as referred to by the Communist
Party is a simple one.

It means -~

THE COURT: Mr. Meyers, pardon me. Does 1t mean
any different with the Communiet Parlty than what 18 meant
by the Communists in other countries?

A I don't think so. It i1s the general Marxism-
Leninism interpretation.

THE COURT: Then is it your view that Soclalism,
as you know it in your perty, is the Socialism advocated by
the Merxism-Leninist dootrine?

A Yes, it is the common ownershilp bf the big taotortci,
big mines, mlils, and the raillrosds, owned by all of the |
people, and the common ownership of the land.

THE COURT: Is that your idea that that is what 1s




H 4

i
é meant by Marxism-Leninlsm Soclallsmy 1748 f
i B That 18 generally the meaning of "Socialiasm.* The

? common ownership of the big factories, the big mills, the

1 blg mines, rallroads, banks, the means of production are also

f gommon ownership, and the land.

i

I It doesn't mean the common ownershlp of the corner
ﬁ teilor shop, or common owneérship of things of that nature.
| It means the common ownership of the bilg industries,
2 THE COURT: Very well. You have answered the
| question that I had, Go ahesd.

- {By ¥r. Buchman) Are you femillar with this book, |
i Kr, Meyeras?

A Yes.

A} Will you read the title of that?

A "The Twilight of VWorld Capitalism,” by William
3 4. Foster,

¥R, BUCHMAH: Pardon me. I want to show 1t %o

1 ¥r. Flynn. (Handing book to counsel,)

Q (By ¥r, Buchman) And who is Nr. Foster?

A He 1a chairman of the Communiast Party of the
; United States of Amerieca.

! 9 When was thisz book published?

; A I think it was in 1948, 1949,

" ¥ae this book used and distributed in Marylend?
A It waa, %o all of our members, and also it weas

| distributed to the general public.
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H S I 4@  Does this represent your thinking and understanding,

ﬁ the understanding of the Communist Party on the gquestions
% discussed in thls book?
. i A Yos. (in the whole, yes.
{ MR, FLYNN: What do you mean, "on the whole?" ;
A Thqre has been some modification of one partiocular
; phase of 1t. f
< (By ¥r. Buchman) Does Kr. Foster dlscuss
| Soelalism, on Page 18? Ha: there been any modification of
é that discussion of Soclialism?
A No.
i (=1 boss that represent your understanding, Page 187
‘ f. A - Yes.
i MR, BUCHMAN: Let me offer the book in evidence.
I would 1like to offer the book in evidence.
THE COURT: Is there any objection?
KR, BUCEMAN: No, I don't think so. |
§ THE GOURY: Very well.
ﬁ {Book, "The Twilight of World Capitalism,"

i ; by Willism Z, Foster, was marked
Pefendant! g Exhibit 12)

'S k(By ¥r. Buchman)  Will you read thai passage, I

| think 1% is on Page 18,

‘ A Page 187 &
? q On Seocisliam,

A.  Yes, (Reading) "Under Sicialism, the decisive

| industries, the land, the banks, the transportation systems,

| snd all other major means of production and distribution are |




H 6

1750
in the hsnds of the people, and not of private ocapitalists.

- Production is oarried on for ascolial use instesd of for

: private profit. The whole national economy is operated

It
i

© allies, the farmers and prefessionals, control the government |

according to plan, not by chance, ss under the competitive

aystem of ospitalism, The workers and their democratie

sompletely. This system of society, based upon sclenoce,
sbolishes the great ccntrsdiotions with whioch eapitalism is
afflicted. There is no further exploitation of man by man.
Without oapltalists, democracy is sssured and there can be
no fasclsm. In thig planned soclety, free of exploitation

end caplitalist cheos, there can be no cycliocasl orises and no

" unemployment. VWar, too, 1ls unthinksble in a soclalist

| warld. Soclalism 1s the preliminary stage to communism,

the highest form of scolety.”

) Now, does the Cormuniat Party advocate or teach
the use of force of violence ns & method by which Soclallenm
e to be achieved?

A It does not now, and has not ao taught.

A} Have you at any time been tsught that the

Communlat Party advoostes the use of force or violenos to

overthrow the Government of the United States?

A I have never been taught such falsehoods.
Q Now, have you been Staught the position of the
Communiat Party in the use of force asnd violence in 390ial

change?
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A The position of the Communliat and the Communliat
Party on foroe snd viclence regarding social ohange 1ls
pretty much as follows: that soclal change 1a brought |
. ! about by the majority will of the people, and the majority 1
of the people, under no slroumstances, desire or wish to

desire to resort to the use of force or violenoe to bring

{ about such change. B3ut, rather, thet forse and violence
? comes from the small minority who wish to prevent change,
f and are no longer to prevent change by any such means,

and that on ocomgsion it is posaible that the majority of

the people are forsed tc protect themselves from such use
. of force or violence.
o | THE COURT: I imagine thie is a good time to take
up ths recess. Iwo o'eiock. Recess until two o'clook.
(Thereupon, at 1:00 p.m,, & recess was taken until

2100 p.m.)




(Met pursuant to the taking of the recess at 2

otelook p. m.)
THE caunmx Have you sowething else, Mr, Buchman? i
MR. BUCHMAN: Yes, Youws Hovor. ,
Q  (BY MR.BUCHMAN) I helieve your last testimony, iﬂ
it not true, that the Comsunist Party teaches that history
and experieﬁae shqw that force and violence came from uinorﬁ
ity groups. Is that what you said, or oppomed peaceful l

change?
A Tt comes from the ruling class, the minority grouy

. oppossa the ruling classes on peaceful change.

Q  Did you teach this yourself?
A T aid,

Q@ Did you use any history or experience to 111u:truéc
that teaehihg? | i
A My own experience was in a comparatively minor
sense 80 to speak. The desire of workers in the factories |
o 1npro§e their conditions, the desire of the Negro pooplti

to do away with Jim Crow discrimination, to secure better

jobs, the right to vote, these have been wet with repression

" 4n various forms and here it was a majority of people in

various instances, certainly in the fmetories, the places

. where I worked, the Celanese Plant, & big wajority of the

workers desired a change. Yet the suall group that owned




the f:tx.amm cmmki&n aid everything they cowld to i
mvmt such & ¢han@m o

'@ Is there any provision in the Constitution of
t.he (:Mnuts Party which deals with the mb:ec:t of force
| amd vialana&?

A 'nmm im.

Q. wui you read the section of the Constitution whiah
‘dum mtt.n the .m:.b;uaﬁ of fa:?w and viclense? | *
A Yes, Section 3 of Article VIIIr ;
. ”smtmn‘ 3+ Any member ahall be expelled from

|
'
|
.

: tﬁw Party who is found to be & strike reaker, pro-
vncuteur; engaged in espionage, or who advocates foree f
and violence op terrorism, or who adheres to or par- '
t&q&#atﬁuﬁ' in the m#iviﬁ:un of any group or Party

‘whmi; aanépiwa o iéi; to ﬂuwwt. undcmim, weaken, 3

o _w war@:hmn any or all insﬂtsutionu of Awserican 1

_dmamay tzhmugtz which the mjerity of the American i
wople oan mmmm f;h#u risht to dattmim thelir ;
| ,‘wmwmw. |

}Q, - Does the cmxx&st }?am:sr eni’ome this provision

| ut’ tm Gmmmtutwn?

A 11: de&su

| *3 To yowr own wmam& knwlmt, has t:mp Communist

. Party of ‘the Pistrist of Maryland-District of Golumbia ever

applisd this Section ealling for expulsion of those who
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‘ndvmm rorcc und violence?

A Yel, I Mumztﬂ in tha expulsion of the ui&
infomu‘, thia clm tip in tutim:y, Bartlett, who as part
of his J’ob advocated as an agent provacatewr, attempted to
umtc- violent ovorthrw of the government and it was on
this basis that he m ea:poua

MR, FLYRN: Exposad or expelled?
| vm wxrm_s; Exposed. After he was exposed, we
found out hé was 8 stoclpigeon and expelled him.
MR, rmm:;zmam not expen him for thit. you
only expelled him because he was & stoslpigeon.
THE WITNESS: Both.

MR. m._m. I nes.

THE WITNRSS: Along with the fact that he constantly

T do not agrn wtth that.

Q

(BY MR, BUCHMAX) Mr. Meyers, I show you this m

The Worker, Mlm-lulhmgtm edition, February 27, 1949.
Was this cireulated and distributed throughout the State of

A
R

Communist' on page 27 Is that the story with reference to
the sxpulsion of Harey Bartlett?
.

" Maryland and District of Columbis?

It was se,

Is this story entitled "Stoolpigeon expelled by

‘Phat 18 the one.

|

|

+
|
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- MR BUCHMAN: I offer this papei 1 'avidonoeﬂ

{The Worker, dated February
27, 194G was mariced De~
ferdants' Exhibit 13.)

| Q (BY NBQ ammx) Wﬂl you read that to the Jury.
:\'.i; m only ahox*t, ¥Your Honor.
A "Stoolpigeon expelled by Communists. Harny

‘wlem of Curberland has been expelled from the
Commnist Party of Maryland for being a stoolpigeon,
' pmvmutetm m& aﬂvoaate of forse and vs.olcmm z
~ “Phe action taken two months ago was mcmtly .
announced by Phil ‘Frankfeld, chairman of the Party
tn Margland. .4
| “'A' ’350&1;1 mittw, after a2 lengthy examination
af shargea agamat Bam':lctt, found that he engnscd |
Y4n a constanf:, umcuaxins attack and vilification of
workers in Cusherland’. He acoused the workers of
"being stupid, dunb and ignoprant! that they were
tafreid to fight to defend their interests' and that

thes could 'never 1em to be militant and progressive’;

N “Bax*tlmzt was found guilty oz‘ violating the |
Gmmnut ram gonstitution by ‘advoeating force and
violence or temrim and conapiring to undcmine andl
wauken any and m mvtituuons of American democrady. *
wﬂaﬁ gonstantly umeamm that war betwsen

 the 0. 8 and Savmut Union i3 inevitadle, the Communist

.
!
{
|
f
3
i
!
|
ﬁ
?
|
|
|
‘
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Party announcement sald, and in that manner wes carry-
ing cut the polisy of Wall Street. |
"The Party announsement satd Bartlett stands

axpelled from the ranks of the Communist Party as a
liar, provacateur and advocate of foree and violence, {
as an enemy of tm Amerdican working oclass, nation and

the Commnist Party. We breand him as 8 Benedist Arnold
of labor, to be spwrned for what he 18 -~ & treitor
and stoolpigeon.” o |
Q Is that the Harry Bartlett who appeared as &
witnessfor the lamnt in this cass?

A The same.

Q )w.mmc,hawmiumtwhnmmthc;
Communist Party taught you that the provision of the |
Gmilt Party Sonstitution which salled for defending the |

United States Constitution was inconsistent with demand for
socinlism?. _ |

A I have not besn taught and I have not taught there
is an inconsistency. Rather I have taught that that is the
eonsistent way in whieh the Cemmunist Party seeks to con-

|
l
vinse the majority of the American pecple of the need for |

socinlism, through the use of demoeratic institutions avail-
able to us, th- rights of free speech, the radio, disstridu-
tien of lesflets, open discussions; that 1s the way in whish
one of the Wl in whish we seek to convinse the mmjority
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! of them that our program is the correct one and therefors
o n&y that we are aﬁp@ﬁéa to .these thirngs would be a gontra~:

diat-ion and not the other muy around. ‘
i

‘Q | unaar Marx' theory, is the sdvocacy of soscialisw

consistent or inconsistent with the support of demoeratic
_ummu? | |

A  The udvoemy of ummum as mintained or oontonded
rbxu p o aza not qaita rﬁllow wbur question, but what they right
for ma sivil 1iburties, 1r you put it -- |

Q ¢ ank&d yeu whtthnr under Marx' theory &dvbeacy

| of awmlim u eonai:tmb or maamutent with democratic

1imtua?
A :rc 1& conui.attnt wﬁ.th demooratic liberties.

i
- THE COURT: By thmt, do you mean with thu gconsti- ;
tutlon of the United States?
TEE RITRESSs Tbtt 1u risbt, Bir, snd with the Bill
of Rights, |

THK ceunm: Vbry‘wcll, go ahead,

i

Q  (BY MR. SUCHMAN) Under Mark' theory, is the
aﬂ#naa&y ct soﬁiuliam.nanaintnnﬁ with the advocacy of peace~ %
ful change? - o | |

A That 1& aarruct, baaanaa the Communiat Party, I
rnpwat, tiachan anﬁ balitku thnt sociallsu oan cnly gome

atu,ﬁmarina in_#hy uny 1n uhiah the people of America desire, '

through the majority will of the people and the majority, as
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history has shown in the past, and as comoh senss tells
us now, it is not desired to have violence but desired to !
have and bring about shange in 2 peacsful way with peaceful '
means .,

Q Wi yau relate what the Communist Farty has done

C e e ———— - —

in making dopies of itn constituticn availsble to 1ts mm
| ship? | |

A Bvery &Wb&m that joins the Party iu given a copy
of the constitution and we distribtute 1t widely as one of

the weans of showing people what the Communist Party stands
for. ' |

Q@ To your knowledge, is thers any special meaning
to that which does not appsar on the pages of the constitu-
tion? |
A ~ The polity, the program of the organization of
the Party is 'amwtu a8 contained in that dooument. There

are no hldden meanings and thers are no additional meanings
as fay as our Pmy i% concerned,

Q Row, on what you have been taught and what you
have been tesehing about the Communist Party position on

foree and viclence, 4o jm use in;y written material?
A Yes. -

- Q Is ‘thiﬁ one ér' the pleces of written meterisl you |

have reference to? -

A mat's right.
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: é . I show you "In defense of the Communist Party and
'Inﬁigﬁné Leudaiu“ by Willism Z. Fost§r¢ Has that been dis-
._trﬁbﬁted and oirculated in Maryland?
Aﬂ To our m&mbﬁra and to the public.

A o show the program of the Party, the thinking of
the Party on various issues. .
B Hﬂn'BUCHHAH: 1 want to offer this in evidence.
(Book on "In Defense of the
Communist Party and In- -

dicted Leadera”™ marked

|

!

|

!

i

|

|

i

!

f

Q@ what was the purpose of the distribution? |
' |
|

j

|

|

;

|

|

Pefeadants' Exhibit 1%.)
?

Q (BY MR. BUOHMAN) Would you please read from page

21 on the question of force and viclence?

v n ————— e

A This is shapter 4.
| MR. GREEN: Have yéu aﬁt-thc date of this?
MR, BUCHMAN: W¥hat is the date of that?
THE WITNESS: Published July 1949s :

"Now let me deal with the prosecution's main
charge againat us, namely that our“coumuniut Party 1s
| taaching the overthrow of the American Government by
force and violence, This charge, even with the help of
#ﬁckiéﬁn pearjurers and phaney‘ant1~couuﬁnint experts

in Marxism-Leninism, cannot be made to stand up. For

1t goes contrary o the whole body of Communist theory f

&nd practice ever since the days when the Communist |

{

e e e et e o ¢
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Manifesto was issued by Marks and Engels & century ago. |

"ohe working c¢lass and other toiling elements are

democracy. This iw true even when they have to wage
wars and revolutions against barbarous oppoessors and
exploiters.

"This fact is 8o because the toilers are the ones
who aluayi have to suffer the wost from tyrany and
from war's destruction. They plck up the sword against
those who oppress, ckploit ahé wéuld butcher them only
when they have no other altsrnative, only when the z-omdf
of peace is closed to them. They are the forces of
demooracy ﬁnd pen#e.

| . "he Communists are the authentic spokesmen and |
leaders of these inherently pesce-loving and democratis |
masses . | | |
| "The ruling capitaltst class, on the other
hand, naver fails to gruap at weapons of sutocracy and
violence uhenavtr their class interests are threatennd.;
Habituslly, and as & natelgd policy, they use their '
Courts, police, jails, armies and other m;ano of re-
pression against a resolute, socialist winded working
elans, Thiwfluﬁrtmt Lnuﬁisatoru and organizera of

fascism, oivil war, and internaticnal war. Sosial

violence.alnurn opriginates, under modern gonditions,
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in the ranks of mbitaliat reaction. This is an in-
d1sputible truth of ourrent history."

MR. Mm D14 you start that in the middle of a
paregreph? o . .
THE WITNESS: Wo, I started at the heading.
" MR, FLYNN: It d1dn't say anything about when.
MR, BUCHMAK: I would prefer 1f M¢. Flynn asked
quutiiom’ on cross-examination,

THE COURT: Very wail, proceed.

Q  {BY BR. BUCHMAN) Mr. Meyers, is this pamphlet
one that was also dimtributed and cireuwlated in Maryland to
mewbers and non-members?

A Yes. |

MR. BUCHMAN: You have seen it, Mr.Plynn. This
1s enticled "The Fascist Danger and How to Combat It" by
Eugene Dennis, published in August 1948. T would 1ike to
offer this in evidence. |

| (Pamphlet entitled "“The
Pascist Danger and How to

Combat It" was wmarked
. Defendants' Exhibit 15.)

Q (BY MR. BUCHMAN) What was the purpose of circula~

ting this pamphlet, Mr. Meyers?
A As'a weans to sequainting people with our policy
of the party.

Q I wonder Aif you would read to the Court and jury
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th&nxorking class we are the Party of mass struggle, i
.'#asi action, whioh today sesks to unite American labop
~ and the common people as & whole to halt the drive of §

~ 1ts democratic will and aims in the interests of the !
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from pages -~ that ahort section on pages 58 and 597

A This s tha hagiﬂuing of & new Section:
. "We Commmnists arn now falsely ascused by monoppJ;
arnd 1ts government of 'gdvoaatingﬁ force and violenﬂe,

and of ’aentpﬂ#inﬁ* fbgnib:y'ta,pvorthrdw the govern~
menﬁg ,: | t | o

’.5"Bu$:ut~art Rarxints, n&ﬁ adventuters, conspirators
of putscbinﬁa. An Marxlsts we condemn and reject the !

policy and practice of tervor, assination and coup

‘ d‘etato

| i
"Precisely bocause we are the vanguard Party of |

imperialist reaction toward war and fascism. Precisely '

hecauae we are th0~rnrty of scainliam, we believe hat ;

saaial change omn taka'plane not alone when the hintorian
al, oblective conditions sxist for such changn, but

y
{
i

2180 and only when a decisive maJority of the most 2

i

~¢xpla1tea elass in society 18 convinced that this chanaﬂ
in necetsxrw and i prepared to nct unitedly to onrorcc:

i

Ammense majority of the pecple mgainst the small minority

of exploiters.

"In this connection, we prnciaim and shall repeat :
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aguain andAasnin a serdinal prineiple of Marxism as
cnunéiated.hy'L&hinz“

"iThe rule ef capitalism could not be brought to
an end if the whole economioc developwent of capitalisté
countries were not leading to this. No power on earthi
could destroy capitalism if it were not being washed é
awsy and underuined by history -- we do not want to ‘
usurp power, for the whole experisnce of revolution
teaches that only a power that is backed by the naaortéy

| of the paople gcan be durable, Consequantly, unurpatioﬂ
of ﬁbwer would be merely an adventure; and owr Party i
would not agree to nnything of the Kind,." Y
| MR. FLYNN: When was that wﬁlttan, Please?
THE WITNESS: In 1948, in August, it was puuumé.
MR. BUCHMAN: I would likw to hire Government's \
Exhibit 1, 2 and 3 and 12 and 13. I won't read from them
but ask a few questions about eaci. |
@ . (BY MR. BUCHMAN) Mr. Meyers, I show you Govern- é
ment’s Exhibit 13, a Nanu&l on 0rgnn1zat1on by J. Peters. :
Are you familisr with that ﬁéok? | |
A This 18 the first time T havé ever seen it. This.
ts a photostat copy, anything that looks like a manual of g
organization, I havn:nave? geen the book in my life and %
I have never read it. '

Q Do you lkmow whether or not this has been used or
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taught 1n Maryland?
A Hot to my mum
Q  Hes it ever been d1stributed to Jour knowledge?
A No.
Q  Has 1t ever been rescwmentsd for resding and study-
ing in Marylends o
A It has not,
] | I ask you the sam¢ thing about dovernment's Exhibit
12, “why Comsuniss™. Nave you evir seen thatt
1 heve never imm 1% and never vesd 1it.
Has 1t been wsed by your Farty in Naryland?
It has not bEem used or tausht heve
Nas 1t been distributed or recowmended?
1t has not.
| X aak you the same thing about Government's Exhibit
, "Progran of ¥ne Cosmunist Internaticnal” sdopted 1528,
Ave you familiar with that?

oL »» £ » B >

A T bave never vead it. |
X Has that ever been distributed or sireulated in
Murylend?
A It has not. -
Q  Or weed &% & source of temehing?
A No. _—
) _‘Q Or mom :m
A ubumwwmwmzm
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| ‘ | Q  Also with referense to this Program of the Young

13 _ i; - Commanist Inmtaiaml,'-'ammma Exhibit 2, have you nonf

N ) : A I have never seen it and I have never read it. I

| MR, BUCHMAN: It is printcﬂ in England. |

%1 M.Fﬁm: In 19 - do you know what year this ut

;‘ | THR CLERK: 1929,

| “ Q (BY MR. Bm!!) Do you know whether or not this .

mmrbmdutrmorwmmnnm :

| A It bas mot. |

' Or studied? | :

. | .. 8 And this "Struggle on Imperialism”, Government's ;
| Exhibit 3, the resclution of the Sixth Warld Congress, July f‘

| August 1928, have you ever resd this before? ‘ |

: A I have never seen 1t and I have never read it. '

| Q  Has this been eirculated or distributed? ;

A It has mot. '

' Q@ It has never been used as & sourde of study or

* Msommended for that purpose? o ‘

© A 16 nas net. - -

o I A Does the Communist Party have any poliey as to }

| what litermture 1t is responsible for? |

“ | A '!u, we have a poliey on that. ’

Q .whc.m was this policy adopted? ,

|

}
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3 S § - Was ’aﬂc:pﬁ:w at:-the' aon?amion first and is :
carried in ow constitutian, I thinkﬂ l |
Q. Do you recall what convention 11: wan adophed at?
The 1945 sonventlon, I balieve.

®
o

P oaj

Ig that policy containad in the sonatitution?
It 1% In the 1945 convention. |

I

Q. | 1t is Govammmt‘# Exhibit'_. 2%. Wwhat 18 that ,
%i Apticle and Seotion anyhow? | {
A It 1is Article XIV, Section 13

- "The Communist Party 1s not responsible for any |
pelitical documsnt, j:olicyg ook, article or any other
expression of political opinion sxaeept such as are ;
1ssued by this and subsequent National Conventions ’
and 1ts regularly cmhitum‘lndomhip, adopted by
the sonvention in July 19#5&

,
|
i' Q@ Is that alse contaimd m tha .h.teat oonnt:ltution ,
| of 19887 | | |
| A Yes. | | | . ﬁ
Q  Does the Commnist Party use the writings of
Masyx, i-anin, A-Ens’ctla and Stalin :‘.n ‘its teachings? ‘ ;
| A It does. -
‘ e g ' Does it use the mmhinss af hist.ory of the ;
| B Communist Party in the Scws.at Union, Goverrment ‘s Exhibit 13,'?
3? A Yes. S . |
;jg '@ Do you know when this was written? |

i
|
1
{
|
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A T think in 1838.
Q _D:z you &mw what tm book is7
A It 18 & history of the Commmist Party in the
Soviet uﬁion from its establishment plus prior eaterial

about the beginnings of the socialist movement in Russia.

Q Dou the cmist Party use in its teaching the

‘camnunitt Manifesto, Government's Exhibit 57

1t does.
Who wrote thati
It was written in 1838 by Karl Marx and Engels.

B - T

Q@ Do you kmow where théy ﬁmat the timé it was
written?

A They were ;Iiv:n& In England when they wrote this.,
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Q Do you know whether any other political parties un+d
ttm Commanist Manifestc az 2 hasis rcr its teachings? ;
HR. GREEN: A politiul perty“ {
MR, BUCHMAN: Political parties. |
THE WITNESS: Yes, The Sociallst Partien throuzls+
out; the world use the Comounist Manifesto as the basis for |
thetr tuiwhinga.. It is an hutcrioal docunnt and presents :
the eariy beginnings of the pericd of Marxism. In fact, in ;
1948 on the 100th ann&uéury of his writings, the Smnlist%
Party of England «-
Q  (BY MR, BUCHMAN) Labor Pu'tyo |
‘A The Lavor Party ar xngumt distributed thousands
ar thin mtieuw hv:mk to m pwpl., and they were used
bv the Sacmn.st M:f as ‘bhmx material.

Q. ‘Dm the cmtat Party in the United States

!
|
|
J
!
‘Q
|
i
|

|
!
|
|

use “State and Revolution"? |
A Yes, it does. - 1
Q  Who wrote that? | |
A It was written by Lenin in about 1917. ‘ |
Q  How sbout "Problems of Leninism". Does the

Commnist Party use that? | | |

A Yes, that is a complliation of the writings of 5
Stalin. ,'
| Q  When was that publiszhed, if you know? | !
A T think about 1924,
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I8 the same tmue of "Poundations of leninism”?

I"b . ‘ ' !

Who wrote that?
- Stalin,

¥hat year, do you recall?

About 1925, X wl‘imu

How about "Imparialisn”. Has the Commnist Party
used that in its temshings? | - |

£ » o » L > L

A Yes.

Q  What year was that written?
e

Q  Who wrote ‘ehaty

-

Q

| !Amin. ‘ | ,

" I think the Government mtmduud, I think xtht’

16 "stmccgy and Tastics.” Do you lmow who wrote that? :

A  Tnat 15 a compilation of the writings of Marx, \

Engels, Lons.n, md. Stalin, I hum, and one of thau in=~ 1

formants ssid that I beue'n 1t was written by V. J. Jm,‘

vminh is not true.
mcuwidcaofthenndotimtmntMe

birds gather. | }

Q | Ave the Communists thq only ones who urge the study

_and resdings of those books? |

A B No, those books are pﬁbluhed, many of them are i
| used by the Soclalist Party, and the Viking Press, and as




1T

!
rar as "capital® is soncerned, it is published in the nodm:
Library. It is used in &1l kinds of courses. Johna Mopkins
Univarsity uses it, snd SE. Join's, "Capital® is used in
1ta required reading.

' Those books are available in pudlic libraries, and
so on, | |

Q | How does the Communist Party use those books in
ita 'Mnhing.a?
A ¥e use thome book# in the teachingsto show the

|
development of Marxist theory from early time, from the |
ti.w' of the "Communist Manifesto” u.p through the years up 3
to the prement time, the historical development. There is |

i

“an historical document. They are historical documents

which we study, and we view them as books that were publul\Jd
in & period of politieal, in a political perlod. f
Q@ Do you regard those bocks as a blueprint for ;
:ﬂ‘w‘xmation in America? | ?
A There ave no blusprints.
| MR. BUCHMAN: May I have Government's Exhibit u%
That 18 the History of the Communist Party of the Soviet |
Union. | | i
Q (BY MR. BUCHMAN) Is there anything in this book ‘l"
I ﬁm to eall your attention to pase 355 == which deals ;
with how that book should be used for the purpose of study.
1 show you the History of the Communist Party of

|




the Soviet Union, Government’s Exnibit 11. Would you turn
to that page and read that, Mr. Meyersa?

1T

A Yes, when I lock at it.
In the fifth peragraph: ‘
"It my seom that all ttm'. ;u regquired ‘rar mastearing
the Marxist-Leninist theory 1,: d111gently to learn by
heart 1solated conelusions and propositions from the
wma of &m, Wh and Min, lnrn to quow them
at an ammnm and yest at that, in the hopes
that the éomlmz’bné and propositions thus memorized
. u_!.:u'.' suit each and every situation dnd occasion. But
such an sappros¢h to the Maxxist-leninist theory is
ﬁltmther wrong. The Marxist-lsninist theory wust not
| be rezarded as & collsetion of dogwas, &8 a catechiswm,
a3 % sysbol of faith, and the Marxists themselves as
pedants and dogmatists. The Marxist-Leninigt theory
is the acienci ér the developuent ‘ot society, the saience
af the working-class sovement, the seience of the
proletarian revolution, the Seienes of the building of
the cmigt Qmmty, And 88 & solence it doss not un?
eannot stand still, but develops and parfacts itself.
Clearly, in its development 1t 1s bound to become en-
riched by new experience and new knowledge, and some
| of its propositions and wmmmﬁn are bound to change
the sourse of time, are bound 50 be replmoed by new




 overthrow the goverrnment of the United States?

,lm

conclusions and propositions corresponding to the new |
mworicﬂ sonditions.” | - E
© pnat 1s all there 18 %o it. |
Then there is cne short final papegreph. 1
"Nastering the Marxist-Leninist theory does not

~at all mean learning m its formulas end conclusions
by heart and elinging to mir svery latter. To master
Harxist-Leninist thtm'y ws st first of all lsem to
' distinguish between its letter and substance.”
Q (sY Mm. BUCRNAN) *Now, the prosecution has read
mmamwﬂmm{m;mortmmt |
¢lassice on m ‘ehcm that they mdvoested the use of force

ard violence as a means ot attaining socialism.
How Aomnnommm-mtnthm . §
tentimony that the cmut My of the United States M

not sdvocate and teash the use of force and viclence to

A Those portions, parsgraphs, sentencas have been
torn out oteonmtofbmuwmh they are contained.
Put theu back mte comm, amy tbo baak md the period
in whnh 1% was uritm and we wlll. rm ’;mt what is
@escribed theve 19 the mtmn of the pecple to the foree

i
|
I
!
z
t
)
»
i
!
i
l
§

and viohmcc of & Micuut smll minerity of ruling elm

at the time.
You will find that nowhwre is thers any advocasy

o e - e e e o et + e e
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of force and violence eqntuimd{ in the sense and meaning

| of these books, in no way, but rather 1t is a description of

the resistance of the people to force and vielence of &
srall ruling class, which was trying to prevent changs, the
autocracy or'éhe Tsar, and s0 on, ag to the advoeacy of
mocinlisn,

Q The explanation that you have glven, is shat
what the Communist Party advocates and teaches as to0 how
the Marxist classics are to be regarded and used?

A That 1s cormect. We regard the classics as con-
taining historical reflerences to the development of Marxism.
I think that a comparison would be the study of a book on

wedicine all during this period. Some of the writings would

apply and sowe of it would be outueded.

© That 1s the way we observe and read the slassios
and atndy the classies, study the nritinga with an eye to
tﬁn new development of mxut»muue theory.

Q  Now, you were in the arwy during the entire period

that the Communist Politiecal Auooution was in cxutemo;

'u that corpect?

A T went in in .Jm»_mks and came out January
1946. I was not here in that period.

Q 80, you entered before the Comeunist Political
Association was formed and oame out after it was dissolved;

is that correct?

e e < = et e+ e o e =




‘that true of the Comsatnist Party of the United States when

Lo O
A Yes, that 13 correcst. ,
Q  How; in the testimony that you have given about 1

| |
the Comsunist Party not advoeating foree and violense, was |

you entered the army? A - ;
A It was. |
Q@ Is it also trus of the Comeunist Party which |

axisted wheén you left the army and which exists now?
A !‘hlt is cormect.

Q Now, Me. Meyers, were you ever taught or did you ,
teach that the Communist Politisal Assoeiation was dissolved |
and the Commnist Party reconstituted so that Communists |

could return to the line of force and violense? ‘ |
A Inumztmuwmxmmtmwt.
no. | | -
Q Now, arm‘ Jou left the army did you read and
discuss the resolution and the discussion materisl? ;
L T | ‘
Q@  With respect to the dissolution and the reconstitus
tien? | | ' |
A v_Yelg.i 'ﬂ 1 read the materisl with regard to the
duuoluts,eh tl:bf. tm éomnut Political Assooiation, and so

Onla

Q@  Now, were you told what the reason was for the

dissolution of the Communist Politieal Assoeiasion?
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A Yes.
Q And the reconstitution?
A Yes.

Q would you give us in a fow words briefly what the
reasons were that you were told that?

A As I was told and as I conceived it, the Communist
Political Associstion was dismsolved because it was an '
incorrect political theory that big business or sections of |
1, dominant sections of it were going to lead the American
post-war period tc peace and prosperity. ’

It was an incorrect conclusion, and 1t was com-
pletely unrealistic, and unrealistic appralsal of the role
of big business in present sosiety. |

Q wWhat wags the major emphasis of the reconstitution 5
of the Communist Party in 19457 '

A That in order to preserve peace after the war
that it would have to be composed of a coalition of the
working people, farmers, small businessmen, and mtolloctualpo

Q I show you Government's Exhibit number 22 which i
eontains the resclution adopted at the 1945 Convention on [
July 28, 1945. Would you read that section on page 94. |

MR. GREEN: What? Page 94?
MR. BUCHMAN: Yes.
THE CLERK: Did you say 227

MR. BUCHMAN: I think it is 22, "The Struggle




Against Revisfonism.”
THE CLERK: 21,
MR. BUCHNAN: I wmean 21. I am sorry.
Q@  (BY MR. BUCHMAN) Is that the resolution adopted
at the 1945 Convention?
A That is correet.
& Will you read that?
A “As slass-conscious American workers, as Marxists,
we Communists will do all in owr power to help the
American working class and its allies to fight for
&nd realize this program. At phe same time we will
systematically explain to the people that substantial
mublx pncartm. unstable and only partial and that
socuxm nlom ¢an mu: and completely abolish the
gocial evils .or sapitalist pociety, including economie
ingecurity, unewployment and the danger of fascism and |
War.
"However, this program of aetion will help the
working class and the people as & whole to meet their |
urgent iumediate practical needs, enhancing generally '
their strength and influence in the nation. In the |
Sstruggle for the prograx for peace and democracy, Jjobs
and security, favorsble conditions are created for the |

mpages of our people to recognize, on the basis of the
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oW mm, the m for tht mntutl numm.u-v
tion of muky alm sosialiss lim
We mm. mist this mou by avery avnuhl.o

'maum} m» taking full eagnuamt of tho grow=
ing mmtormmam people and its working
'em- in the nisverie experiences of the Soviet people
“4n the building of & Hiew sociklist society, which hag

pnm tm decigive role in’ tm mrmt of nuzw
anymﬂthlmu., \nlhtuui.ntocom:mt the
ma nARSes thtt the mmn ounimtion of the

umwst-mvmmm;mmmmwnot

dmaruy and 8 free rou to m!.mtcd and sub:l.o

‘Soeial Wu m 1% uu md uploxnﬁan or

tn by men and atttan vy mti.en, throuh tho astab-

" Lisheent of 3 mim uithout wm md exploita~
* %o,

“yhile mm nesepting soéuim s an ultimate
goal, the American m»h tom sgree that fescism m
ma«w,mumu ormm it raise
its head. mmmplommhmewt

tiu. Mmmﬁammgmmm

. .unddonoom. ferthcnshttcm, greater job and
e nag;,al vim‘tgz'ity., S

!,

it profit system and the establistment of Socialism in the

!
!
1

|

and extend the u:u otmu lrd 211 demoeratic nm-"
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What is the mmning of the ters "proletariat” in Marxist

'w»m.

, 1773

~ *Therefore, Communists and non-Communists, all

- progressives and anti-fascists can be rellted in |
~ support ur'tm'abevc"m of lmmediste action. For |
/ |

»this promn weets the 1-»61&% mmn of t.ha
| people upmmn m moz-wy ean unite today e:y-::it -
the rise of tuem um! o assure vistory in the 1945
minicipal slestions and in the fateful 1946 songresstonal
elections which must be organized and prepared for now,
_ This is & progrem which must be ehampioned in every
‘factory and industry, in every community and state,
through tm nedium of labor's political aetion; through
the medium of lador's politisal action; through laborts|
Joint and parellel astion locally, and through bdroad
‘shop steward conferences and uniled cowmunity wove-
ments, as well as through other brcad united peoples
and demacratic t‘mn’c ackivities,” |
R Now, Wr, Meyers, some of the Govemnment witnesses
have yeferred to the term “nmtawnmp of the Proletariat.”

1iterature? |
- A‘ | "mumut' in Marzist literature means the
W z.n the raatm“, the m. mills, rmilread wom»

Q.  What is mt by t!u tma bmauu in Marxist
ntmtm? .
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means that a mmall minority of big finance eapitalists who

’em, they are the big monopolists, the capitalists.

iTr

A The ters "bourgecisie” in Marxist litermture

own big industry, Such as stoel; eoal, railroads, ard so

Q bm that term wmw.: refer to smll
mmmmf | | | - ’
A 1t does not. o | o

Q  whish 18 wore nuRerous . sesording to your mmz-
tion, the pa:-ohwut oy th. bourgecisie? ‘ ‘ ‘
A ¥ell, I think the answer to that is obvious. The

Mmmwthuxumummwm»
those who own industyy, and so on,

©Q What 1s meant by the term “Dictatorship of the
mlm:-ut' a5 used 1n Marxist literature?

A ‘e dictatorship of the proletariat is a elass,
it has 2 cliass mms, It does not mean the dictatorship »
of some individusl. In Marxist litersture they refer to the| =
present setup in society in the United States as the dictat-
orship of the bourgsoisie. That dm not mean therw is any
single wan that controls the eountry, but it doss mean that

the interests, finance, the big owners are protected, that ’
18 big business. i

Under the term “Distatarship of the Proletariat”
what is meant is that the majority of the peopls are ruling

i

and that the mejority of peeple would oontrol the destinies
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of the

swall businessuwen, the intellectuals, the blg majority.

<

whether or not vxolex_wd i& sither hmezm or advisable in
obtaining this dictatorship of the proletariat? }
A

in mt

proletariat but rather taught that it is possibdle and
| desirable to bring it about through peaceful means, through !
further extension of democratic processes in which the

majority of ﬁhﬂ» Anerdican peapla threugh their own ﬂeaiﬁw

bring about sccialism in the way they decide,

Q

- ferred
48 meant by the term "Revolution" in Marxist literatures

A

in the

to what happens in South America, but it does mean a couplet

shange
Q

. nmmxamw rvefer Lo u mwmtmw zzhams& hy weans of

foree and violence? .

A
Q
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countey, nn& they sr# the worersa, the farmers;

; ‘What were you taught or have you taught as o

I have tmaht and I have been taught that vi.clamu

either;m”,w %o bring fb,_°u’&m dictatorship of the

Now, aome of the Oovermment vﬂsmlus have re-

to the term "Revelution" and "Revolutionists™. what

Marxint literature uses the expression molution,

I whieh mesns & social change. It ig not in any sense used

mx'mw un“ that it is used in the press with mmd

of -one boointy' to snother.,

e . — - —— *-.._

Does tm te:m "Revolution” in Marxist litersture

It does not.

Now, M. ?%-@yarg + Several of the Government ws.tntuﬁn
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of workers ave gathem, ‘and we devote the major efforts to
'ﬂaﬁwinaa tﬁia partiaﬁ&nr 3aét$an of the workers who, ua

‘them, the progrem we take to them, which means going to the
.xaxgwst,arnaa where the most workers are gatheved, the big
' factories, the big mills, the big wines, the railroad

| centers. | |

the mmanut Party. It is an orrmmz publication,
¢ How 18 1 ciroulated?

1781

haw ?zmﬁifi@d a%a:&t; & ﬁml&cy of the ﬁmmt Party known
ag mmenﬁmmmﬁ’ mew the Commandiat Papty have a pm:liu;y
ﬁmm as ”cammmt!xm ?

A I8 does. - .

Q. Yré*hat is meant in mﬁ ﬁmmiat Party by “ecncentra-
tlon"s o | . |

| A ‘rhé nonéém:m‘i;im ﬁcﬂmy of the Communist Party is |
28 follows: It means that ve concembrate on those factorien,

thome mills. thome organizations where the largest number

believe, c‘m wost qumkly mswpt the policies which we take

Q  Now, did ﬁhﬁ"ﬂuﬁzanaifaoﬁveﬁﬁian of the couwuﬁiat
Earty’&n 195& adopt, to ynnr knawlaﬁue. any rcaoiution on
t:hu mlwy «::t’ wmmtwtma?
A Yes, 1t d1d. o
Q  Now, 1 show yoi "?ezwwal Af:mm" of Fehruary
1951, wWhat is "Politieal Affaivs", ﬂm Meyera?
| A Itisa pnhﬁ&aatian;and emntainz the thinking of
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A It 1s circulated to all members and to the publie
who want to bv;y 1%
Q I® it an lwtherizad crfiaial publiocation ii the
Communist. PantY% o
A Yes, sir, 1t 133
Q 1 show you the Femry 1951 issue entitled "15th

Rational COnruntian commnist Party, Uwsvo Organize the

Peace Front of the People!”

That is the title page, is it not?
A Yes. |
MR. BUCHMAN: I would like to offer this in
evidence, Aif Your Honor ‘plma.

THE CLERK: RExhibit 16.

(Political Affairs, vchrul!*
195) was marked Defendants!

- Bxhibit 16,
9 (BY MR BUCHNAN) This contains, does it not, the

- proceedings of the 15th National Conwvention of the cOnuunitt

Party”? |
There were severtl reports submitted.
Can anybody obtain this publication?
Yes. |
Or is it simply for the Communist Party wmembers?
‘No, it is made availadble to the gmneral public.
~ National
Is this the resolution of she 158h Lonvention?

> O > £ > H >

This is the raport which was aceepted by the

|
!
|
!
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Convention. | o .

Q  Would you xead that Sestion on page 2% "A Sound
Coneentration Poliey"?

A - "What is the real biiii for our coneentraticn
poliey?” |

Q@  Would you resd slowly, Mr. Meyers. I can't quite
follow 1t ,' |

A "The Maomuon before us states:

"iThe l"arty Natioral Gomntion oalls upon the
whole Party to eatablish snunntul timt & real poliecy
of mdnntrul concentration will be cmiod romrd,
and that major sttmtion 18 given to the workers, in
the stronghold of trustified capital, whioh happens
aiso to be the stronghold of the reactionary labor
officialdom. For by winning the workers in the in-

memn, we '«111 be influensing the thinking and astions

of the cntm 1labor movement.”
Q@ Now, would you twrn to page 27 and 28 and would
you read thet?

A It says here "Essence of Our Concentration Poliey.’

™At the 1948 Comrmtz.m of our Payrty we formulated
e program for concentration on the basic industries,
We operated on the basis that the fight for peace
gould be won u' the working class playwd a leading role

- in the dmlohm me#mli.ttun. ¥ore, we recognigsd;

b
!
|
{
|
|
}
|

i

1
|

1
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_ that the fight for Soclalism,which proceeds through the |

struggle for demgcracy, conld advance only if we had

L & strong comwuniut Party anchored in the shops, and

' playing e leading role in thé Etrugglés of the working
cluss., tha was the essence of owr policy. To
realize the oﬁaoativou of that policy we indicated the
need for four things:

1. Duveluving and tnsktng in life a correct
palicy ror emﬁh 1nduatvy
| "2, Developing the united front from below to
insure the carrying through of such a poliey.

¥3. Drewing constant lessons from the exper-
lences of the workers in the course of their stmlu,i |
thus helping to develop their slass understanding.

“h, Sy:tihaticaily ﬁuilnins the Party, by bring-

1ng intc its renks tha most militant and advanced workubn
| "These fouwr points of 1948 are still valid for us
1n 1956. m:as.mme. is that the new situation
demands Tenewed emphasis. _ |
"Iy & general way e o&n say that 1umediately i
following the Convention the dintrictn of the Party
, undertook to unfold such a poliey. For example,
district conferenses wers organiszed and problems of
ednaoneruticn disoussed. Policies were worked out

in relation to dcaisnatedvoonnentrntion industriea;
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the tactie of the united front on & department and
18

ehop level was mapped, and plans for Party bullding

were concretely worked out.”

Hdg fls 2:50
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=y Is.thgt:whatl'fou taught about the phrpoue of

soncentration in Maryland ?
| A  That is corrset.

< Have you had experience with the policy of

l'canc#ﬁtr&tién in any orgenigations other than the Communiet

Paﬁty?
| A It isa aomﬁon poliey our party adopts, to go where
the key and deoisive séntian of ﬁh& workers are, and we
ban, to éanviﬁbe them. And 1t will help to expand far beyond
ény particular eoncantrﬁtlon plan. Iv is a sommon practies
in the trade unién.movamant. .
For instance, where I'work, in the t&xtxlo union,
it was the biggest %extiie mill in the country. And when
the taxtile unlon begen to organire thaiznduatry, with the -
upsurge of the C.I.D. in 1935 and 1936, myr plant was ploked
s 2 concentration point, and practically all of the foroes
of the textile union vére.in&aiqu in helping the workers
there to organire the union. .Onn& we organized Local 1874,
then ws were able to uéevthat in the industry to organize
Rlmost the ehﬁira rayon ;nduatry, aﬁdlgreat seotions of the
textile indﬁsﬁry outside of the rayon industry.
_ But, first, thc.largoét.mill.was.piekad as the
concentration area or point. And once the union broke through
théra. then 1% was posaibdle to g¢ into muoh brosder fields

and taworganize the other seotlon: of the textile industry.

And this was the eoncentratian polley. And the

e e e = e
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© same thing lg s2oplled in our party.

tA] 'Noﬁ, does the poligj of ucnaentratlbn hrve anything

| 0 do with force and violence or the advooacy of force and
violence®? | |

A Hothing whatsoever. It is a means of resching
,: the people with our program.
h 3 Has the Gomﬁuni:t Party of haryland and the Dintrict
t'or Columbia attemptod to carry out this poliey of
i conocentration?
i A e have a oonsentration polioy.
G W¥hat is that poliey?
A We usually ooﬁcontrate, for instance, in the steel
?'1ndustéy. It is ohe of the primsry industries in the ocity,
~or in thls area. o
§  Now, what is the purposs of concentration in the
ﬂ atapl 1ndu£try?
A Yell, ror‘insinnaei there are 25,000 workers at
{ Spaifowe Point. And if we osn convinse them $to accept our
i polisies, then it ﬁill'lnrluenﬁa the entire labor movement
in this ares. And we try to influence them by leaflet
diatrlbution; by maiiing of waterial to the stcei’workoru;
by dxstrlbutlng materisl in ﬁhe communities where the gteel
" workers live, and so on.
| " And in that way we try to advance our policies and
: to get this desisive seotion of the workers in Haltimore %o

acoept our policies. Ve feel if they would accept thenm,
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H3 I :
it would have a great influence on the labor movement in

the community aenerally.

Q ¥hen you #ay "would have great influence," what do
o | you mean?

H A Well, we feel that the policies that we support,

for instance, one of the key factors in our oonccntrat;on

poliey in steel is the building of Negro-white unity. Now,

experience hag shown thet 1% is impossible to bulld a

| union, to make any advances in such an organization asm
| steel, without the firmest unity of Hegro and white workers.
It 18 also shown that the company utilizes prejudices %o try 3
to divi&i the workers, e
‘ j And as an important point in our concentration |
| poliey, we try to convinae the workers, as I have outlined,
. of the nogd of thg%ﬂqsro gnd_whito workers working ;ogothor
to #dvanno tﬁei£ ﬁﬁ&ﬁa ﬁt the mill, and to take that poliocy i
{'o&tjldo;or the mill and fight for an end of the "Jim Crow" i
: in this area. 3 ‘ |
5 ‘ Tﬂa whSl; uiih@tién in Baltimore snd in the i
| gurrounding area is one of brutal disorimination sgeinst |
| the Negro people. And we feel Af such a number of the voﬁtorﬁ
. ‘ would be convinoed of Negro-white unity and the end of
{ diserimination in the mills, it would most certainly
| influence the community and would help in bringing about the ;
| rotton diserimination that exists in Baltimore. %
l
1

And, in this way, we feel that the concentration
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poliocy will work 1teelf out, to npply 1tself to what we fael

will eorme out of 1%, the fight for the further extension
of denmocraoy.
Q Fave you digtributed any leaflets on that

partioular subjlect?

MB. FLYNN: I obJjeot, may 1t pleaases the Court.
I think we have gone very far afield. If we are going te
get into leaflete in sddition to the explanation that we
have hear@, I‘thtnk we will be here interminably.

HR. BUCHMAN: Your Honor, I want to abdbreviate

as puch as possible. We have no desire to extend matters

| by resding this in. sSut I desire &t least to identify it,

" as there 1s  small a portion as possible, which we do feel

THEZ COURT: I think the witness has had ample

i opportunity to explsin to the jury the anasers to all

f of the quustions you have asked him in regard to the ocase.

MH. BUCHMAN: Could I just have the witness read

. the titles?

THE CUOURT: No. I will sustain the obJection on
thée ground of the statement.

KA. BUCHMAN: Could I meke a proffer of proof,

THE COURT: If you wigh to.

-

Q {5y ¥r. sSuchman) 1 show you this "Appeal to

Reeson,® Volume 1, Number 5, February, 1951, Iz that one
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of the pleces of literature you lsgued that dealt with th§
subject of oconcentration, a&s you have explained it?

A In part.

Q L shoy you a leaflet entitled, "Vietory at
Sparrows Polnt, Negro-White Unity Can Win.," Is that one
of the leaflets you issued?

A That's right.

@  "Faots for 9teelworkers,® is thet another issue?

A That's righg. Verious issues for steel workers,
showing facts, that the party got out and distriduted.

¥R, BUCHEAN: I will Just make a proffer. I want

| to proffer these in evidence ma Defendants' exhibits.

MR, FLYEN: I eobjeat.
KR, BUCHEAN: I was Just making = formsl proffer.

THE COURT: I have overruled.

|
!

KR, BUCHMAN: Will they be marked for identification

| to indldate rejection?

THE COURT: You ocan ask for it.

(Leaflet, "Victory at Sparrows Point
Hegro~¥hite ¥Yorkers Unity Can Win,"
was marked Defendants' Exhibit 17 (a)
for ildentification.)

(leaflet, "Faots for Steelworkers," was
marked Defendants' Exhibit 17 (b) for
ldentification.)

(Leaflet, "Appeal to Reason, Feovruary,
1951," was marked Defendants' Exhibit
17 (e) for identification.)

|
{
{
I
|
i
1
|
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q (By Mr. Suchmen) Now, ¥r. Meyera, what does
the Communist Party teach and what have you teught soncerning
| the question of the Hegro people?

KR. FLYNN: I objeot.

| THE COURT: I sustain the objeotion. I sustain

1%t on the yround that that is not an issue in this case, and
| en the further ground that insofar as it would have any

| relatlion to the case involved, the witness hag had a very

iétull opportunity to explain his position about it.
I KR, BUCHNAN: Your Honor, there is Just one gpecifiec

i

ﬁpolnt, a Government witness has testified concerning the

| right of self-determinsation.

I THE COURY: Yes. On that point, I think you can

lmek, You have not asked that yet,

I

| KR, BUCHWAN: I will lsolate 1it.

i THE COURT: There has besn no statement in the very
|

|extended remarks of the witness on the subjeet of Negroes.
iYou have not asked the question up to the present time what
ﬁis meant by self-determination of the HNegro race. We have

ﬁhad some evidence on that, and you are entitled %o give your

jkeraion of 1%, Af you wish.

ﬁ' KR, BUCHRAN: I will sleply i1solate that aspeot of
i&he question, and withdraw that question.

t *) (8y ¥r. Buchman) ¥r. Keyers, what 1s the position
épf the Communist Party on what has been termed the right of

i
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‘self-Geterminetion of the Negro people?

A Well, this polley flows out of the entire polioy
of the Party toward the Negro pecple. It 1s impossible to
méke s statement in sn isolated way of the pollioy of self-
daterm;hatiénb Actually, 1t flowa out of thvea'basle -

THE CQUHT: KExouge me, HNaturally, you can make

& very long anaver to a simple auestion. I can understsand

- that.

A Yes.
YHE SOURT:  Now, ¥Er. Buchman,'x think you can
rephrase thd quegtion so’aa to bring out the resson for

intention in regard to it, without the necessity of asking

for a 1§ng=disoaursc. You will probebly remember exactly

what the Covernmentis evidence was on that one guestion.
I suggest you formulate youyr question in such a way that the
witness will be able %o answer whether that is trus or not.

A Iour'ﬁonor,-I thlnk‘ou.tha baslie of what you sald,

1 can answer 1t.

THE COURZ: Please.
9 {By Wr. Buchman) You have heard the Government's

witness explanation of the term of the right of self-

determination of the Negro people. Wlll you please tell

us what the Communist Party's poaiti@n is on that aspect

of the Hegro queation?

A I thingk I can touéh on it briefly, as the Court

|
!
:
?
|
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R B | desires.

7 Lo R 4.2 4
| Thé polley of self-detormination for the Hegro |
| |

| people in the ares where they are in the nlJarlty. the so-

_os11sd "black bolt” in the South, atams from the polley
' of the Uomuuniat Pnrty teward thc Negro people that, firnt,'

| they have full economic equality, they have oompletc rights

[ %o Jobs without diserimination, end so on, the right to
| moquire Jjobs, skilled Jjobs, in all industries. That is

| putting it in & nut shell.

Seoohﬂ is a complete political equality, which

| means the complete right t¢ vote in every section of the

| eountry, without any poll tax or other discriminatory laws,
ﬁ without the threat of terror, using terror in the South when

they attempt to vote.

The third stems from the Communist Party's complete
and thorough op@ejttion to any form of segregation, "Jim i
Crow" diseriminstion, After all, our party is made up of i
| Negro and white workers; people. |
The poliecy of aalfwdatermlnation simply flows out
| of these three things. %o in that area of the South where
f the Negro people are in the majority, the policy of gelf-

{

i : i

‘ | determination means that people have a right to elect people |
. i

| of their own people, representatives of their own people, |

| @ither sheriffs, congressmen, mayors, and governors. That is ?

|
| the polisy of self-government. §
| : i
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" And 1t flows further that if at any future time

i this particular area so desires, they ocan set up their own
! organization, the way in which they desirs. It does not
f mean setting up a "Jim Crow" state and that Negroes from

? one part of the country will have to go down to that

| testifiea tvo.

TEE COURT: It Lan't proper for you to somment
in that way about witnesses on the other side, by referring
to that as “nonsense.® I hope you will not undertake to do
that sgain;

A No.

THZ COURT: I think you have answered the question.

- We will accept 1t.

A Just to summarize it, 1t is a summarization of
the Compunist Party's epproach toward the begro people of
s complete polioy of economls eguality and the end of all
forms of dlsorimination. And as a normal result of such
applisation of guch policy;ﬂit.neana that in the area in

which they are a majority and have been a majlority for

many, many years, that they have the right to elect to office

peopls whom they choose. That right does not exist today.
3 (By ¥Mr. Buchman) Mr. Meyers, are you familiar
with this pamphlet? (3howing booket to witness)

A I anm,

ﬂ particular area, or any of the nonsense some of the wltncntcsi
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Q “Ihu§p£§§;53u0d¥by the Communist Party?

A ilt.wnu.
“ ¥as fhia piroulated and dlstributed throughout

Karyland to the Jommunists?

A It was.

@  Was it distributed to the public generally, as well?
|

A Yes.

¥R, BUCHMAN: Now, if the Court please ==

MR, FLYRN: I obJjeet to 1it.

MR, BUGHMAN: 1 would 1ike to offer in evidence
three short paragraphs, in a booklet entitled, "The Path of
Negro Liberation," by Benjamin J. Davis. It represents the
position of the Communist Party on the whole guestion, and
there are Just three paragraphs.

THEE CUURT: Does it have any reference to the
Government's evidence --

¥R, BUCHMAN: Yes, sir.

THE GUURT: -~ in regard to what is meant by

Ygelf-determination?” If 4t has, you can read that portion.

MR. BUCHMAN: Shall I offer it in evidence first?
¥HE COURT: No. Just read the one thing. I do
not think you are entitled %o put the whole thing in.

Q (By ¥r. Buchman) ¥ill you read the introduction,

page 37

THE CQURT: You oan read 1t.
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MR. BUCHKAN: All right, I will read it.

(Boading) "?he position of the Comnunist Party
of the United States on the gqueation of Negro rights
1s that the Kegro people are sntitled to irmedliate and |
unconditional political, scclial ard soonomis squallity |
in all.aspests of ‘American 1ife, oivil and military.”

THE COURT: Now, one moment. This is -

KR, BUCHMAN: What?

THE CQURT: Is there anything in there which
defines "eelf-~determination of the Negro people?"

R. BUSHMAN: That is exactly what this paragraph
does. This very paragraph.

THE CCURT: That is what I asked you to read.

Will you resd that, please?

KR, BUOBEAN; ??1’ ig just the sgentence before. |
(Hoadiﬁé)ﬁ '&t;tﬁn plenary session of the

National Committee of the Communist Party held in Hew York
ﬁ;ﬁonﬁar 3 to 5, 1946, this position wag infused with a
profound Karxist-Leninist content. The Party at this meeting
adopted a resolution which recognized the Negro question

as the national queation within our country and placed the

Party squsrely in support of the right of self-determination -
| |

or s¢1r-govérnnont ~ for the Negro people in the sSlack Helt |

svea An the Houth vhere thcy are in the majority. This is

noﬁ thu policy of the Communist Party, although not a slogan
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%gof ipredlate Actxon. &nd it fundamentelly strengthens
éfthn artaativanesﬁ of our Psrty - snd of the Negro pecple
‘ | '[i and thelr 1abor-pmgressive allies - in the fight for the

| full eltizenship of Megro Americsns in all of the ocurrent

t ptruggles of tho day."*

i There are two mors short parasgraphs which deal

% specifically with self-determination. Thig is from Page 21l.

! A *We should aybbﬁ pressnting the alogan in any

.'p panner vhatsoever that éreatak the impresaion that self- i
h.datprm}n&tion would necessarily lead to the oreation of a |
i aep#rata Negro Republi#. Beparatlén ig only one form 1t

acould tak&. and 1ite'1tialt shows that the Negroea have &
;ieontrary orientation. Nor would self-determination sntall |
’i the foroed migration of Negroes elsewhare to the area of
§ self-government.”
|

And one conciaalng paragraph.

ii "We must not mske this a slogan of immediate
sotion but must point out its long-renge charmcter flowing |
'; out of akiaﬂing aogdi@ioné and élaaé relationships invelving é
f many faotors. Ve musi be senslitive to the pest that the '

i bourgecisle and sll its henchmen will seek to distort and
' : . dlscredit it even as they do iocolaliem and every other major
stey toward progress proposed in the country.*

%4 (By ¥r. Buchman) Now, Mr. Meyers, is 1t the

poaition of the Communiat Party that force snd violence 1
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ahiould be used 1n.thg eatablishment of the Negro poaplc'l
right for self-determinstion?
A It is not. This polioy whioh we support 1is, of
itself, & peaceful nature., It means ~-
THE COURT: I think you have answered.

Q (By ¥r. Buchman) Is it the pesition of the

Communist Party that the Negro psople could achieve the right

of self-determination only artir or as a result of the
replacement of capltallisnm ~-
MR. FLYNN: I objeot.
Q (By Mr. Buchman, continuing) -~ by Socialism?
A It 18 not. We believe that the Negro people in
the S5outh ==~
MR, BUCHMAHW: Just a minute,
SHE GUURT: Go ahead. Anewer it.
A Wo believe that the Negro people in the 3Jouth
can uoqulro'solr-governnont. self-dstermination, under a
cepitalistio soolety. That is why we fight for the right
to vote for the Negro people in the S8outh, the end of

*Jim Crow® terrop, lynch justice, fight for the end of the

poll tax.

THE GUURT: I think you have toushed that a number

of times. ¥hat 1a the next queation?

Q (By Mr. Buchman) Xr. Xeyers, you have testified

the Communist Party does not advooate the use of foroe as
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a2 means to achlieve Sceclaslism,., Will you tell us now what
the Oommuniat Party does advocato ghould be the meens to
achieve ﬁooiallnm. and how that should be applied?

A The cowmuniut aartr has no bluoprint a8 to how

Sociallsrm gould come to America, because we know it will

| come to America when a majority of the people want it, and

not before.

However, on the basis of our own experience and
the development of the Marxist-Leninist theory, I would
like to Just briefly, very briefly state how it is possible
that Soclalism could come to America, and under peaceful
means, which is the orientation of the Commmnlst Party
and the way Sociallsm should come to America --

THE COURT: Just a minute.

" Yes.

THE COURT: Does your question have to do with
the dosctrine of the Communist Party, or are you asking for
the personal vieﬁs of the witness ss to what should happen?

KR, BUCHEAN: 1 eam meking what his understanding
is of what the Communist Party advocates.

THE CUURTY It seems %o me 1%t lndioatys he was
giving his personal views, rather than that of the Cormunist
Party. We should hear; not his personal views, but the
Communist Party's. If the Communist Party has a dootrine,

P

that would be $he question. I sustain any further answer
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oy the witnesa to thati particular question. Have you another
gueation?

S (By Mr. Buchman) I ask you what the Communist
Party advoeates, and tell us what you, yoursslf sdvoecated
and taught should be the means to attain Soclalism, and
how 1% ghould Sake place? ‘

THE COURT: You haan haw he advocates, and tell
us as & Comm&nlst?

Eﬂ. BUCKNAﬁx Yeni

A THE GOUHI%_ L didn't say that., The dlstinction

batwodh'tha two came out in what I sald Just & moment ago,
that the witness seemed tu be undertiaking %o give his
personal thoughts as to how Socialism should be brought
about in the Unlted Ztates, whieh ie¢ not at lssue in this
cage, :

Therefore, when you ssk him what the Communist
Party has tsught, and "what you yourself have taught,” it
would wean that there was an infringement on the condition
under which I permitted the guestion %o be asked. You,
no doubt, did not intend that, I will explain to the witheas
that his answer must relate %o the doctrine of the
Communist Party, and not his individual views.

FR. BUCHMAN: I would like %o polint out, Your
Honoy, Af I might, briefly, I don't know if the Court 1s ia

accord or not, but the question of spevific intent, we feesl
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is of Lgaue in the caue.
THZ CwURT? I understand that. Go ahsad.
A It was tought by we - by "we,” 1 mean the

Compunist Party and myeelf. ‘I repeat, that we have no

!blueprint 83 to how 3%o00islisn willl ocome to amerioca, except

that it will come when the majority of the people want 1%,
sand in the way in which theh dnsire to bring it to Amerioa.
- However, as we have been brought forth in the

triel, snd demonatrated in day to day activities, we bellieve
that the first prerequisite for a peaceful transition to
Socinlism 13 the development and the extension of democracy
in this country, that the more freedom people have %o talk,
to dlscuss, ¢to learn, the more opportunity, the more the
chanoe of a peaceful transition.

We mlso teach it can come through seversl forms.
At the preasent time, and for a long time past, our Party
has advocated a pooplp'o front government. ¥hat that means
1s s coalition under the capitalist system, where various

seotlons of the people opposed to monopoly are in control

. of the government, and ourb the monopolies, We had that

partislly under the Rqosevelt administration. It was for

i that reason the Communiast Party set aside its own program

and supported the candidacy of Henry Wallace in 1948. It was

in no sense a Communist Party program in either 1944 nor

1948, but it was a coelition which we felt could curb the
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monopolies in this country and extend democracy.

And it 1a our tesching and belief that with the
further extension of demooracy through the people's front
government, through the surbing of monopolies that the
whole desire of the American people osn extend and expand

until the psople are in auch a poeition to bring about a

‘change to Socialiem, without permitting big business to |

resoyt to forpe and violence ia order to try to remain in

power. That is the way in which we see the possibility of

' a peadeful transition from ospitalism to socialiem, that we

| have an extenalon of dnnocrao& to such an extent that the

Q ma jority of the people, when they are ready to oring

!

§ Sgolalism about in this oountry, oan 4o 1%, and at the same

time ourb the monopolles, iho, certainly as history has

shown, will not let go of power pescefully unless they are

prevented from doing so.
| Q  (By Mr. Suohman) Now, what does the Communist l
Farty teach its mexbsrs by pesceful means, in order to help

this pesceful transition from Caplitalism to Socislism?

A The Communiet Purti teaches 1t%s members to camy
I om the kind of struggle that will being about demooracy in
Amerioca. By that, I mean -

THE COURT: I think you have amwsered that partioular

qusation. If it is something new you haven't oovered,

; otherwise we won't go into that,
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1803 |
q (By Mr. Buchman) Uoes the Communist Party have
a prograr of immediate aim, as distinguished from long
renge obJjeotive, of the transition to Soclalism?
A We hnvo su§h s program, which wée feel will

implement the peaceful transition to Soolalism, but based |

; |
4  ¥hat does the Communist Party teach the relationship

on present needs.

is between the day to day struggle for immediate demands ?
and the peaceful transition to Socialism?

A ¥e teach that by the successful struggle for

transition to Socdialism in the future.

a} Well, does the Communist Party teach that these

inmediate demanis mean what they say?
¥R, FLYNN: I objeet.
¥R, BUCHMAN: There has been some teatimony

in that connection, referring to the Communists.

THE CUURT: Yes, I think there was some testimony
on that, I think you are entitled to amsk the question. But
I will restriet the witness to answer the gqueation briefly.

A ALl right, Your-Homor. I think the testimony
already here presented --

THE COURT: ¥r. Meyeres I am afrald you will have
to stop. You are asting ns your own counsel in this case,

i

and when you have excellent counsel. How, I have permitted
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that, but I really think 1: ls tlmo for you to go aleng
with your counsel, and not sontinue to act as your own
counsel. And do not undertake to make oomments from the
ﬁitnoul stand. Just answer the guestion. Wwhat is the
question?

I (By ¥r. Suchman) Does the Communist Party
program for the immediate demands mean what it saye?

A It does.

% W¥Will you explain that?

A I esan.

TEE CUURTs It nesds no explanation, It is a

ocategorical answer and speaks for 1tself.

Q (By ¥r. Buchman) A Government witness, Lautner,

testifled the Communist Party teaches $00iallism san be

- attalned only in an emergency, a national smergency, a

. erisis, or war. Is this a true statement?

A It is not.

Q Is this a true statement of the Communiast PFarty's

i positlion on that?

A No. The Communist Party's position is that there

. 48 s ohange of classes, snd in this particular situation,

a change from the capltalistlis olaas to the working olass
coming into power, ==
Q Let me ask you --

A (Continuing) At a time when the present ruling
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class oan no longer pive the anawer to the needs of the
people, and when the majority of the working oclass desire
a change.

A3 Now, what does the Communiat Party teach nmembers
is their obligation with respect to corisis or war?

A -Tha Communist Party tesches that orisis or war
oan only hnrt the people, snd that instead of working for

war, we work for peacc.‘ Work for e orisis when the crisis

i oomes, because they are lnevitsble under capitalism. We

work to relieve snd allieviate the majority of the people

who suffer in tires of esonomic orleis.
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Cav T8 % ey Er, Buchmen): Does the Communist Ferty have
. Hartingh

S20p & program that seeks to alleviate eriacl end prevent war?
& & 1t does. '

U What is thet progrem?
' A Pirst -
MRe FLYEN: Is 1t & written document or is it

something we can look at?

! MR, BUCHHAN: Yes, first I want his snswer and
| them I will documenmt it with the resolution.

{ .

{ TEE COWRT: I overrule the objection,

I :

1 Yes, the Communist Party hes as its

‘ ' primary &jneuve the enabnshmnt or peace and the

| defeat of rnneian. Sooend, rar the development or the
b“ anamie needs of the nnuplln Angthqr phas&_at qpr_
program is the end of ell forms of Q}aartninntian
against the Negrd peaplevahd athti ﬁinnrlttvu. These are
| some of the portions of the progrem of the Communist

|  Party and they have been the constant program since the
reconstitution of the Party. | '

MR, BUCHMAN: Msy I heve "The Struggle Agesinst
Reviaionism”, Government Exhibit 21, This is an exaot

GOPY «

¢  (By Mr. Buchmen) Will you just read the slogans
without - I think there's only about five major slogans,

Just read the five sentences. This is part of the 1945
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Convention of the Communist rarty.
Ry GREEN: What page?
" MR, BUGHMAN: Page 90. »
_THE %ITHESS: The slogen at the heed of the
various paragraphs beginning - kttp&as in mind thet this
convention wes held while the war with Jepen was still on:

1, Speed the defest of fascist-militerist Japan,

2, Complete the destruction of fescism and build

¢ durable pecce.
8. Push the Fight for Sixty ¥illion Jobs « Meet

the Human Heeds of chanvtrnisn.

4. Keep Talth with the Nen Who Fight for Vietory.

6. Safeguard and Zxtend Demooraey.
8, lsarosnara the Future of Ameriea‘'s Youth.
These are some of the hnadins;.unﬂer which our
progrem at thet time wes established im convention,
Q Hes that r11b~point progrem you outlined been
the general program of the Communist Party since 19457
A It has, It has been extended end deepened.
At that time the main fight of the Ptxty was for vietory
over Japan., Now the main fight is the establishment of
pesce.
9 I want to show you "Politieal Affeirs™ of
Septenber, 1948, headed l4th Netional Convention of the

Communist Perty U, 8. A, This mentions, does it not, the
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1948 elecotion platform of the Communist Psrty?
A That's right.
3 Do you have a brief portion here thet would sum
up the platform « it is rather long -
THE COURT: I thinmk you are Just repeating., If
you have anything new, I suggest you go to it.
iR, BUCHEAN: My purpose is %o establish the
point and show the continuance of it,
THE COURT: I thtni?gtvc had full dpportunity
to shnl‘it and the witneas has answered.
ER, BUCHEMAN: ﬁhy I just offer this in evidence
without reeding 1t?
THE COURT: No., It is already in evidence. You
cen not just put in books without some good resson for it.
¥R BUCHMAN: I will reserve this at the time.
(4] (By Mr. Bushmen ): Now, you have mentioned the
first item in the program of immediate aims of the Communist
Tarty as being the struggle for peace sgainst fascism.
A Yes.
Q% What is the Oulgnnict Party policy on the
q uestion of peace?
A The Communist rPerty on the queation of peace
has fought for the peaceful co-existance of the United
States and the Soviet Union as being the dest guarsntee

of the preveution of the outbreak of another World Wer.
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I

X% 18 our poaitmn that since tha end ::t dorld wur‘ iI,

certsin uctmna of mriun \v&t bnhmu han detormined

to start another world war, %0 feel that uforvmts.on in

Korea is part of that, e hwu opposed the war in Kores

m-m its beginning: ' Wie m- oppand aending of American
troops to Kores ;u. "8 I snd m ny opening ntatmnt -
4  let me ask you, what is the poutm;;._o_f the
Communist 'Pnrty with iél'pcat to fasecism? ' _
A The Communist Yarty is opposed ta any -
TBE; cmmm Is that uu uaun m this nm? Dc

ne htvo :uﬂ.m u ths mt« Btatu. I am ckiu m.
e " Buem. ire m cmnndm that we have any ruuu

in the United Stctll? . A
- MR, BUCHMAN: MNo, we don't, Your Honor, '
- PRE Gmm’ré What is the purpose then of asking

' *tha witness ubout it7

HR. BUCHMAK: He stated that was the first part
of the p:,regrm,- rowumm the need for transition to

& . soodelism,

THE COVRT: I thoﬁshs'gt'wau ireelevant then and
I think it is irrelevent now. '
R By Mr .Buchn;\) 3 1 uha' you the .Tanuary 1951
1”\;& of "Polith;l’ Art‘liu_f; n&: Wos a}xﬂ.‘nﬂ.em’ 'i_a
the ltitmat'-;_dm this _;oonftiali.‘n eny statement of the

Communist Party positisn on peace firat, and them sutline
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A It does. |
® . R, am, 1f the Court please, I would like

%o read two :nu ucuont. & . 2
THE cozm'rz Ycrr nn rnd 1t.
| %R. BUCHMAN!. Read ,Minn!nc on page 6, point 9,

THE WITM..m: This is rral the resslution of the |

e e

15th Convention ot‘ tht Gmmat Purty.

% | - "9, From nllAyt the sbove it can be seen that
E the itru;ulo for peace is th.‘aontrnl;ﬂall»cnbructa;
task rar the whole pr‘nunx hxltnric period. Tﬁ.
. “ future et wr nation, the welfare of our noph.

; depends on the outcoms of this ttrmxc. The wear

gourse of Well Street and Weshington hes phiad the
United Stetes in dire peril. It is the sacred duty

:i of our Perty, of every worker, of every person who

loves his home and oountry, to prevent & third tai.-m'
war with ;11 its shufly consequenses. sﬁth a war
would only spell death, destruction, untold mi sery
I end starvetion, not only for other peoples throughout

{: the wariﬂ. but for our own people., There is no grntcr

; | |
| patriotic duty then to prevent a third world wafy tor |
i

|

!

Another seetion -

}1 to save the peace is to seve Ameries itself from
i ¢ ‘
| destruetion,”
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C 6 THE COURT:; I think thet is ensugh.
ke BUCHMAN: #ho issued that statement, may I ,

‘ ask?

THE ®ITHESS: 1t is part of the main resslution

of the Communist rarty of the United Stetes, passed at the
National Convention in New York City. |

Q “hat year?

|
3 A 1950, and this deals with en entirely different
!i .“JQ@t. :
|

I “ Is thet an offieiel statement of the Communist

| rerty?
EE A It is,
‘ 'I % Does it express the policies whieh, to your
| knowledge, have beem taught and advocated by the Communist
i Ferty of Merylend snd the District of Columbias?
?E A it does.
E % , There is snother short three sentences I would
i like to have the witness read. Just read those first
| three sentences there,
;é A "ie declare sux rnadinca: to work together with
anyone, reanrﬁleaa of his political vieta, 80 long as

he tmuly desires peace. In time, all who desire peace

must make up one great peace front.”

i % Hes the Communist Party in Marylend and the

F District of Columbis done anything to educate its members
1
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88 .%3 the positisn of thc Ferty on peace and wnaa the |

meshers of m Pu'ty -hould do sbout 17 .

: A:‘; It has, We Iavn 1unu-a material and we have
diumod it nt alnua. mg teught that wer is aat
mevitqtgle, thet it 18 not m’ﬁwu‘ible to prevent the
oﬁtbr-gk'or s third Worla Wer, thet the people of this
cnu’crr onght ta wmrato with thc rest or the pesple in

; _thn nru that dosm pem u\a ua;gcnnt the outbreak .

of e third wme Wu. !0 ha'n usul mtclal to the
gbuo o premt m poni.;s.an. m hnve mdq prapouu
t2 the publu as to how u think thq ¢an help rrevent the
bri.nsus about ot tho Third morld ur. It has been the
central thm of our work in th« ?uty in this Dutru!
and tmmoue ﬂu eountry for the put amcr of ynn
now. ; |
e e Meyers, I shiow. you some leafiets and pemphlets,
fiere these ummnm in lﬁrylud and the Diltrtct of
Colmbia?
'A_' They were.
' BRe FLINKy 1 ab:ut.
: THE"GWRT; X mnk the :Unau has rmy ewercd

the mwoct ahnt mmx you m unag bhim and I nu-tau

nyu'ﬁ ob:ntl.on to ih' introdustion of more
mnvhlen. Tha nmu um to have expressed them very
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¥R, Btrcwam« Does !m‘n' noner belleve that sinee

the praucutian has mede it such & mejor part of its nn

- that in onse of war, & ohmo uauu take place -

THE COURT: I think the witness has atstod very
clearly -
MR, BUCKMAN: T want to dooument them and ~

THE GOWRT: It mey be later on, if there is amy

‘gontroveray m 1t, p! might change ay ruling on it, hut
3 yen hm introduged so my Mamwnts, u uam to me in

Tespeet to the "AW&' t&atm«ny, that you are
piuns up a wry lme ra»rﬁ an thﬁ mb:ut.

5 Lli LM BUCEMARS - Bxcept tzm the Gommht Bas @
qunntitauu cdn an us, : Koy
THE um*r 1 don’t kn:nr :hut you mean by that.
Do you mean nam ﬁmmnﬂ‘ '
AR, Bmmm. Yeso.
i rKE cemz-; 3 dan’t thm 89: They referrsd to
28 many books as yau have butue cxtraet- they read were
‘méh shorter, g do not tunk it important one way or
another. Thc quuum is thn qmuty rather thu tho
quantity of evidence.

¢ By Mr. nuelman): Do you have any ides of the

tatnl number at hntltta donlug with the (omuunist Party

puncy on pease u_at wers issued in Marylend and the
District of Columbie during the past year?
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HRe FLYBK: I objeot.
THE COURT: If he can answer by giving & number,
I will overrule the objection.

THE #ITNESS: Hundreds of thousands., Thet is

& (By ¥r, Buchman) There has been some testimony

; |
the best I can give. |

that in time of depression, that the change would take
place and T think the statement wes made that the Communist
Party edvocated the oncoming of depression. FHas the
Communist Ferty in ﬁarquﬁd and the Distriet of Columbia
advanced sny progran in connection with economic depression

or eoonomic erisias?

MR, PIYNN: I objeet.

THE WITWESS: It hes,

MR, PLYNH: I 4o not think there is any such
testimony.

THE COURT: I did not guite cateh perhaps what
you said in your question, Frefecing your question, you
spid something sbout the Communist FParty having advocated

a depression,

MR, BUCHMAN: I said the substance of several
of the witnesses of the Government was thet this violent
ravalatlah would take place during e period of depression |
end, therefore, the Communist Terty advocated or tried to

promote depressiorn, and I wanted to show that the Communist |
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Party program lan the ruversc.»

THE ue_)mi'z I 4o not ma:u. eny evidence that the,
Comaunist Party ulvﬁnnt-t depression. One witness for the
aoternment did make the ltatanent as to when the dhgccttvca

of the Party would try to be ucoompliuh.é. but that is not

sdvocating depression, as .rar as I rwan n. :

MR, BUCHMAN: Your Momor, I would like ta be
hcard on this point because 1 think 1t is mpm-tnut.
THE GOUBT: b ywa wnnt to ask him whether ihe
Comsunist Party ldvacnt.l 8 dcproalian?
' R, BUCHMAN: No, T went to establish through

him that tho‘canmnhiot ?erty progrex wes to avert

depression and what their iétivtt;ll.perluant to that

were, I'think‘ii is relevant on a number of grounda; Tirst
‘1# directing ﬁiu to the chefnnch&'n allegations; :ocbndly.
we tant to nhol thn whole l#ttwitr was inconsistent uith

thlt eharsn, qud :urthnr thqt 1t 1: rtlcvnnt %o the

qnmxoa of mm.o umma. m thmny. 4% duhﬁ
with the relutinnnhtp qa;c: tué prgaqnt danger, 8o that

for thnaq ratganniwc rutl the tuntimsny along this Ltnq‘in

relevant.

THE COURT: The only evidence that I regsll that

the Government has in rcrirrins to depression is this: A
witness was asked, who was a telohcr ai 1hltxuatur for the

Communist Perty, with respeet to whenm the LT

|

|
|

i
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the Communiat Ferty, as he said, was seeking to acecomplish,

would be put into effect. lis enswer was that it would be
in time of great depression, when there was great econoaie
disturbanve or when the Communist rerty had attained such
influence as would prodbably make the revolution suscessful.
That is the only reference I remember on the subjeoct of
depression.

¥n, BUCHMAN: To redut that, I want to aof fer
naterial, as well as testimony, showing that the Communist
Party was doing everything im its power to avert economie
depression. That is the line I want to pursue, if the
Court please.

THE COURT: 7You esn ask a Question which will
lead to a short answer and not a long diasertatiosn on 4t
because it will be repetitisus.

% (By kr, Buohman): Hes the Communist larty
of Maryland and the Distrioct of Columbia or nationaelly
through your knowledge had any eeconomic progrem deslgned
to avert depreasion?

A Depregsions come as the inavitadble result of the
sapitaliatic system -

THZ COURT: Now, Mr, Buchman, don't you see
exaetly what I have in mind by saking you to limit your
questions t> the point. You aesk a question in such a

form that the witness has an opportunity ts repeat and
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repeat again his views sbout it. It is perfeetly sll
right that he should give his views to the jury, but when
he hes given them once, it seems to me when you ask
question after question au: ask far mere repetition of
1t, 1t is time for me to intervene and say 8o, |
4 (By ¥r, Buchmem)y I will shorten this by this

question. &r, keyers, ias this pamphlet "New Depression”
by Bernard Burton distributed and eirculated in Maryland?

MR. FLYNN: I objeet. ‘

THE cmz 1 sustain the objestion,

MR, BUCHMAN: I thought that might -

THE COURT: Flemse 4o not argue with me. I made

a statement sbout it, I must me ke rulings, ¥r,. Buehsman,
MR s BUCHMAN: Will Your Homor imdulge me for a

moment, please., My we have Uovernment Exhibit 21,
' @ (By" kr, Buchmen): Does the 1945 Resolution of the |
Communist Party when reconstifuted contain a progrem designe

‘2o avert depression?

MR TIYNNS T object,

m COURT : I‘ do mot think this witness wes at
the 1945 Convention and all he would be doing wuld be
reading sut of pemphlets sgain, I sustain the objection,

& (By Mr., Buchman): I ask you, Mr, Meyers, at this
time to read from Point 3 of the 1945 resolution.

THE COURT: That 1z contrary to the rulings I
have made. If Mr, Flynn does not objeot, I will allow it,

1

¢

i
|
|
i
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e FILYNK: 1 objesct.

¥R, BUCHMAN: I was not aware of Your Honor's
ruling, This already is in evidence end I want to read a
few sections,

TEE COURT: 1If it is in evidence, it may be read,
at the proper time and dy the proper person, I sustain
the objection to your asking the witness to read it agsin.

KR, BUCHMAN: He hes not read this part again,

THE COURT: 1s thet paragreph in evidence?

KR, BUCHMAN: No,

THE COURT: You read it then. Is the whole book
in evidence ?

¥R BUCHMAN: Yes,

THE COURT: Very well, you may read the paragraph.

¥R, BUCHMAN: DPege 91 from Covernment Exhibit 21
on "The Struggle igeinat Revisionism™, and this is the
resolution sdopted by the Communist “arty as reconstituted
in 1945, Foint 33

"IIXl. Pusk the Pight for Oixty Million Jobs -
Heet the Human Needs of Reconversion!

"Make the right to work end the demderatic alnms
of the Second Bill of Righte the law of the land.
Support the Murray Full Employment Bill.

*inorease purchasing power to promote maximum

euployment. HNo reduction in weekly taie~home pay




¢ 14 when overtime is eliminasted.

"HRevise the Littio Steel FPormuls to inoresse
‘ | wages 80 as $o wmeet the rise in the oost of living.
Pase the VYepper 65-cent Minimum FHourly Wege Bill,
Support the Seemen's Bill of Rights, H. R, 8346.

Defend the wartime gsiﬁl of the Negro workers in
industry.

"Establish & shorter work week except where this
would hemper war production.
i "Establish the guasranteed annu=l wage in industry.
I "snforee the right to work and to equality in |
. i Job status for women. Guersntee the exereise of this
right by sdequate training, upgrading, seniority 2

I rights, as well as by providing dey nurseries and

I ohild-eare centers to eid a«ll working mothers., Safe- |
!; guard and extent existing soeisl legislation for wam.i
I o8 waikera and mothers, snd sbolish 21l diseriminatory
legislation egeinst women,

| "Support President Truman's propossls for emorccu*

federal legislation to extend and supplement present

. ; unemployment insurance benefits as a necessary first

step to cope with the current large-seale cutbacks

and lay-offs. Stert unemployment insuranee payments

promptly upon loss of job and continue until new

employment is found, Irrovide adequate ameverasnce pay
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‘for laid-sff workers,
"Prevent growing unemployment during the recone

- yersion snd postwar period by sterting lerge-sesle

federel, l%ite, mnni#ipul and local public works

progrems - (rural and urben) slum clearsnce, low

rental electrifiecation, wqterway projects (such s the
3t.lewr¢nat,and the Kissouri River Velley), iho
builéing of new schools, hospitels, roads, ctﬁ.

. "No serapping of government-owned industrial

plnnt:,vyuunrantce the operation of these plants, at

full espacity for ﬁbhéctima‘purpoce;;- |
"Eatablinh_pnblip_euucrlhip of the munitions, poucﬁ.

‘and ﬁtalityvxﬁdubtfiiixfo place them undcr‘ganoorntic
vcggtral. |
‘ QSupparf a8ll measures for full rniu produetion.
Defeat the sdvosstes of aoéreity. Extend and streng-
then the farm price support péﬂsram‘ Esteblish low~
-gost eredit and sdequate orop insurance, Safeguard |
the family-sized farms, Help tenant farmers to becoue
owners. End the semi~feudal sharecropping system in
the South.
Qﬁuintuia unﬁ risiﬁly enforee rent and price

~ eontrol and rationing. Strengthen the lew enforcement

_ powers of the OPA, ‘Smash the black market.

qrrsaciatv'thn warfpréritaarn. No reduetion or

|
{
!
l
!
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refunds in corporate, excess profit and income taxes i

for the millionaires and big corporations., Lower |

taxes for those least able to pay. |
"Pass the fagner~iurray-Dingell soeisl security |

kill,."

Q {By Mr, Buchman] I think you mentioned enother

item in the program of immedate aics of the Communist

Party, the protection of demooratic liberties., Just what
has the Commumist rarty from the Merylend and Distriet of
Columbie done to cerry out this progrem while you have
been connected with 1ty

MR, FLYNN: I object.

THE COURT: #hst hns that to do with this case,

i
i
|
',
{
|
i
{
|
|
?
|
i
»
|

kr, Buchman, the protection of demoeratic liberties. ire we
not doing aﬁoat thet all the time. Thet iz & funetlon |
of govermment, isn't ity '

¥R, BUCHUAN: The defendents may demur to that
proposition, Your Homor. ' ‘

THE COURT: It 1s possible they might: My point
is this:

|

EE., BUCHNAN: My point iz this: There have deen

these allcgations that the Communist Vsrty hes advooated
foree end violenoq in the overthrow of this government, shd|

we will show 1t has dome évbrythihg to extend demooratie E
rights and liberties.. |

|

¥
|
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TRE CGURT: Isn't that Just utterly repetitious
H1l ;

!
|
3145 PM !
t
| of what the witness hae been testifying for nearly five
‘ s f iwﬂr‘ toduy? ' ‘ %
éf ﬂ \nn, BUCHMAN! But, Your Honor, do you want |
ofidQneo to iubstantiato that this is what thes had
| aetually done, not simply the consclusions of a witness?

i THE COURT: What was the guestion?

I MR, BUCHMAN: Would the reporter read it back?
THE COURT: Maybe you would like to ask anothepr

| question.

| W (8y Mr. Buchmen) HNow, Mr. Feyers, you mentioned

& a8 another part of the Communist Party's program of immediate
' | demande its struggle for oivil liverties, extending and
| protecting the democratic rightl. Jugt what hag the l
Communist Party in Maryland and the District of Columbila f
| actually done, to your knowledge, during the past several
ﬁ years in that conneotion?
A ‘ ¥R, FLYNN: It 18 objeoted to, if it please
Your Honor.
i THE COURT: Of ecourse, the izsue of the case, one

I issue holds the Communiszt Party teaches and advocates the

{
‘ | overthrow of the Government of the United States by foroce

and violence. HNow, let's gee how that question relates

to that igsue. What has the Communist Party done to protect

|

|
ﬁ eivil libertles? MNow, how doea that relate to the intention
i

!

|

1
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H2 to overthrow the uovernment of the United States?

The question here is not 'whether ths~paoplo?iho nrt{

i on trial in this omee have good or bad motives with respeot

( .
. to the various types of legislation. 7The question is

5 whether they Jjolined in a conspiracy to teach, or their

i
|
| members, to teach the nsowssity and Guty of overthrowing
|

the Oovernment of the United Stetes. Doea the Communist

Party today advocate forms which may not themselves be

dotirubli«to do 80. This is a question whioh ths Jjury must

sRswer in this case.

As long as I san see your question deals with the
1ssues of the case, I will le%t you develop 1t, and you have
‘ }1 a right to develop i1t. But I do not ese how the qQuestion
5 of advooating ecivil libertiss, to the extent they are

! guarsntesd by the Comstitution of the United States, and

i every Court in the United States is obliged %o follow,
| how that bears on the question of whether thess defendants
© Joined the conspirsay whish I have referred to.

MR. BUOKMAN: If the Court please, I have stated

s fow moments ago our position, if we do so --

THZ OOURT: I will let you ask him a question whigh |

5
can develop a very short answer. “Have you assisted, 3
' wherever you thought it proper, in the defense of oivil ‘

|

! liberties, as a Party?® You can ask him that question.

MR, BUCEMAN: If 1% pleass —-
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. MR. FLYNN: . If 1t please the Court, they referred
to them as "demooratic llberties.® I Ido‘n‘t know 1f they
. mean any different than "olvil 1llberties.® I think we
© ought to find out. | |

TRE COURT: If you wish to. ask him whether the
Communist Party pa:tioipafed in advocating ﬁhe defense or‘
i 61vll liberties, yé& may do so.
& Q . (By Mr, Buéhman) 'Did:you hear the Court's last
ﬁ question? Will you anewer the last question? |
: A Ve have, in a number of cases.
THE COURT: That is right. Wﬁat 1s the next
5tqueation.
i IQ (By Mr. Buchman) In what ways have you done so?
MR.'FL$NN: I ;bjeét to the question.
| THE COURT: I sustaln the objection to that. I

¢ think 1% 1s immaterial to the issie in the ocase.

}F ' Q (By Mr. Buchman) Now, Mr., Meyers, is it tbue many

' .
imembers of the Communist Party do not reveal thelr membership
i .

gpublicly?

’; A That 1is correct,

;i Q@  Why is it some of them do not reveal their
| | | o

‘ﬁmembership publioly?

i A I think for obvious reasons. Under the present
5wave of repression and red balting, for some members of the

" Communist Party to revesl their identity as communists would
;s o |

i
it
1t
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mesn thsy would lcaethair cha snd suffer reprissls, suffer
diserimination. I sould go on much further on thls suojeot.
But it is for these ressons that some Communist Party members
do not idantify themselves sas ocommunists, and the Communist
Farty doeas not so 1dsnt$ry them; As I sald, I could go on
further. I have some of my own experiences.

Q@  Now, Mr.vMeyars, have you ever in or out of the

¢ Communist Farty advocated the overthrow of the Unlted States

. Government by force or violence?

A  Weither I, my co-defendants or my party have
ever advoosted ihu ofarthrow of the Government of the
United %tates,

a Ras anything you have done or advooated in or oﬁt
of the Camnunlat»Party‘beén done with the intent to overthrow |
the United Stateg Uovernment by forse or violence?

A Ha."ﬁather; I think what we do,or what we proposs,
strengthena the aamcofaoy_in the United States. 1t has
nothing to do with force and violence.

Q' Do you unddrgt#né;'xf. Meyers, the Communist
doctrine, or the dootrine of the Compunist Party 1s to
advocate the overthrow the Government by forse and violence”

A It does not.; »

W Have you been taught in the Communiat Party, or
have you’ever taught tha§ the Government should be overthrown

by foroe and violanea?
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Neither I, my co-defendants nor my party has

ever taught the need or desirability of the overthrow of the

Jovernment by violenove.

¥R. BUGHMAN: If the Court plesse, I think this

conoludes my direct examination of Nr. Meyers.

i .

|

THE coung: Do you wish to aross examine, Nr. Flynn?

MR, FLYNN{ Yos, sir.
CROSS-EXANINATION

BY MR. FLYNN:

Q

A
Q
A

Q

Kr. Meyers, you say that you Joined the Communist

. Party in 1942?

In ths PFall.
The Fall of 1942. Where did you jJoin?
In Cumberland, Naryland.

Who was the head eof the Communiast Party at that

time in ¥Maryland?

i

- MR, BUCHMAN: I objeot to the question, Your Honor.

TRE CCURT: why?
KR, BUCHEAN: It i1s Arrelevant and immaterial.

|

|

TRE GOURT: I am not disposed to think 1t is highly

paterial, but I think 1% is legally msterial. Overruled.
A Doctor Blumberg.
q (8y ¥r. Flymn) Dostor 3lumberg. Did he 1live 1a
Cumberland? L
Ho.

A

i
i
I

i
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- He 414 not?

A Ho.

MR. BASSETT: I object, Your Honor, to the question.

THE CUURT: W¥hat 48 your objeotion? Are you
oounsel for ¥r. Meyers?

NR. BASSETI: No, Ygur Honor. I think I have a
right, have I not, to objeot to the intereat of the other
defendants?

THE COURT: Of oouraoQ Then you aro_obJoctxng
for youi particulsr olient? | '

¥R, BASSETIT: Yes.

THE GOURT: On what baslis?

MR, BASSETT: It seons to me it 1s clearly not
gernaine for oross~-examination.

THE COURT: I will overrule it. I think it 18
relevant and proper cross-examination. Go .hnid.

Q@ (By Er. Flynn) You say b@étor Blumberg was hesd
of the party. Wac he the one that brought you into the
Communist Party?

A No;- The (elanese Corporation brought me into the
comnﬁnilt Party. |

q AvWas Dostor Blumberg assosiated with the Celanese
plant? Vas he, in gny way?

A No.

) Your Honor, Nr. Flyan, Ladies and Gentlemen of the
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e

Tl TEN LI TIoITo g I

. noY been openly idsentified as members of the Communist Party,
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snd for the same ressons that I gave when I srid it ig
necessary for ;oﬁa people to‘oonoaal'their‘mombarshlp, and j
rorrv-vy good fcasoﬁs.- o |
) vhy 4a 44, ¥r. Keysrsg, you don*t want to revesl
who the officers of your party were at that time?
A By not only revesling who ls members of the party

but even answering questions as to who is or who is not

" members of the Communistic Party, under these conditions

and circumstances would lesve them open to attack. And At
is not my purpoge to permid innocent people to be eub:nctod
to attack. | | _

3 ls there any reasson why @nybndy should be attacked
besaugs they belong to the Communisﬁ Party?

A "I don't know. I don't think I should be here.

Q ¥Yhy are you 80 hasitént about mentioning anyone
who 19Aa mexber of offiser of your party?

A For the reasons i’stated‘earlleé, because 1t would

subjeot them to villifioantion, that we don't have to have

| many examples of how that oan happen. ¥e have people on the

very vague premlss thet somebody miht hava'vhoughﬁ they
were communiste haule& over to Wnsﬁlngton and questioned
for weeke at a time, and questioned whether or not they were

msmbers of the Communiet Party., There is a concerted drive
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against people who may be menbers, or wvhom some informer
thinks is a member.

THS COURT! Just a minute. Do you want %o press
your inquiry? If you do, I will give sericus consideration

to whether it iz material, or not, if it comes to

. materiality. If it ia material for the Government to know,

the witness will answer. Bus I 4o not wish to press the

witness on acmething he does not want to ansser for the

reason he has sald, it 12 not material, unless it 12 material

! .

to the case.
KR, FLYNN: At this point of being material to the

onst; Your Honor, I don't think it is too materisl, but

"I 40 think it will become material in the later part of my

examinsation.
THE COURT: We will wait until we get to that
bridge befors we cfoao it.
Q (By ¥r. Flyan) Do you know where Doctor Elumbers
is now?

A Me.

Q You 4o not. Is there any member of your party you

know of who knows where he is?

KR, BUCHEAN: I objeot to this line of questioning.

THE COURTt I sustalin your objestion to the last

question. I think it is not a proper question.

-1 (By ¥r, Flynn) When you joinéd the party in the Fa

|
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»or 194z, did you reveal your menbership to the people in
l'

]Cumberland? Did they know you were s member of the party?

A To a few., It wasn't put in the papers.

% I underatoodvyou‘to say it wasn't untlil 1948

i
l
i
|
i that you revealed the fmot that you were in the Communist

|
i
4

l' P&rty?
P

. A It was at that time that it was publioly
|

‘announced that I beaame an officlal of the Communist Farty.

‘l

't Q Ian' it a faot that betwesn 1942 and all during
ntha period you were in tha Communist Party and alao the

%perioﬁ you wers in the Un&tad 3tates Army, ian't it a faot
”you hid the faoct that you were a Communist and belonged to

tha Communiat Paprty?

; A No, I didn't hide it while I was in the Army. We
fwtre not members of the party. 1 didn't mesn in publio
Fknuwledgo.

!~ Q@  You #aild when you wers in the Army you were not a

1!
"nembor of the party?

” A No. It wam at that tlme anyone who went into

'the Army left the membershlp of the party until they ocame

i

1out of the Arny.

b

@ How did they ascomplish thet? DLid they resign,

b
'r

i

Q write a resignation of any kind?.

& A it was an action texen by the party.
i o |

4 What kind of an action was taken by the party?
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| A 8y the Hational Cormittee, natlonal leadership. i
@ In other words, isn't it true they sald anybody

; goling into the United States Army, we won't reveal the faot

i»you are Communiata?

i A No. 'They ssld they are not 1n»the party. they

i.had no meetings, pald no dues,

THE CQUURT: ?he witnesa has been on the atand

f for several hours. I think we better take our adjournment.

' You may be excused until tomorrow morning at

f ten ofelocx. Uf oourse, do not discuss the case or let anybodj

; talk to you‘abaut it, and nobody is to talk to the jurors

? about AU,

| (Tharéubon, at 4:00 p.m., the trial of the above

; sntitled omge was adjourned uﬁtix 10100 a.m., Ferch 25, 1952.)
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I certify that the foregoing is a true and

eorrect transeript of the proceedings in the above case.

B

Ll B M

/I‘ ‘/ 2 {/l
Cegunto AL N \l}

Official Reporter




