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i which it may be employed with advantage,
18 undoubtedly an OEGQ of the wqgamb ime

portance.

The mc:aﬂ o*. this m_m.oﬁmﬁob fots oan é:r
QE.QSDW, that its ufe has w@g very mms@am:%
condemned in all EQNBBNSQ difeafes : But
that,in oppofition to this general o?_s_o:.bwsmw

the experience of thofe eminent men, De Haen,

Storck, and Huxham:. Inftigated by thefe au-
thorities, he propofes to .confider, Sw@nrmm the
eommon prejudice be properly founded or not.
Hb order to determine this @cm?o? ;ro firft
treats of the effe@s of omEB upon the human

body ina fate of r@m:r and then offers fome

remarks on its ufe in EmmBEmﬁoQ %w@mﬁom.

‘With refpect to the effets of opium, he ob-
ﬁngmmu%mﬁ it at firft induces ferenity of mind ;

but dullnefs, and flownefs both of the pulfeand
relpiration foon fucceed ; then follows afleep,to

allappearance natural. Hefarther alledges,that

it diminifhes animal heat, and all the fecretions
and excretions {rom the body, perfpiration ex-
cepted, which, on the contrary, it increafes. It

likewife Eams%m coftivenefs, mmm difturbs 5@

fun&@ions of the ftomach. If it be taken in a
large dofe, vomiting will often be produced s

COMMENTARIES. s

whd if this do not rmwvg when the quantity is
valy great, no:<:_mo:$ mzm even death itfelf,
will be the nObFﬁcobo?

Befides the effe@s above enumerated, which
Dr, Remmet confiders as the only conftant ones
arifing from opium, he allows that, on fome
occafions, it alfo induces chearfulnefs, and in-

~croafe of the venereal appetite, and an efflore-

fience on the fkin. But thefe he regards mere-

. m,viu adyentitiousand fecondary H@BmﬁoBm fince

they very feldom occur, and, when they do
rm—uvn?m {sem only to be confequences from the
primary offedls mentioned above. The chear-
fulnefs and increafed venereal appetite, he re-
fors 1o the ferenity of mind ; and the ‘efflore-
{oence on the fkin, to the inereafed perfpiration.

T'he effe@s of opium, he obferves, are evident
afleclions of the nervous {yftem, fince they muft
all be referred to the powersof fenfe and motion.
A thefe are moft cettainly diminithed by opium,
heconcludes,that all its effe@s are to be explained

from its fedative power. But here a queftiona-
rifes,whetherit aéls immediately uponthenervous

(yftem, oraffects it ina {econdary way only, by
firft rarifying the blood ! An argument,in favour
of the firlt fuppofition,has becn drawn from the
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