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The Ijhl Commissioners Leave
-+ for Richmond.

The, Uonference Ended for the

"THE PEACE TALK.

The Real Extent of Blair’s
~ BSuccess Revealed.

" ¥

Jefl. Davis Forms an Alliance with
@eneral Lee and Vice President
_ Btephens and Takes the
Responsibility of Pro-

posing Terms,

Immediate Reunion the Only
Salvation of Davis,

The Probable Terms Brought

by 8tephens and Associates.

Beward Unwilling to Take the
Responsibility of Replying,
" and Sends for Lincoln.

Tho . President Moets the Returning
Prodigals Half Way.

RE DECLARES HIS MISSION SIGNIFICANT.

General Belief that Peaee is

At Hand.

No Lhmdoﬂmont of the Prepa.-
‘ raﬁonl for Wa.r.

Onmly Ono Cabinet Official Entrusted
- With the Peace Secrets,

&o., &o., &e.

OUR SPECIAL DESPATCHES.

Mr. 8. T. Bulkley’s Despatch.
Formazss Moxnos, Va., Feb. 3, 1805.

In my despatoh of last night I announced the arrival
of Messrs. Stephens, Hunter and Campbell, rebel peace
semmissioners, from Richmond, and also the presence of
Bon. Wm. H. SBeward, on the part of the United States
government, to meet them,

The rebel commissioners arrived about five o’clock P,
M., on General Grant's flagboat the M. Martin, which an-

shored a short distance from the River Queen, on which

was Secretary Beward. . Bhortly after the arrival of the
Martin a tugboat was sent from the River Queen
" Becretary Ffeward, with lis private secreiary on
board, !nvitlng- the rebel commissioners to dine with
Mm on bourd hia flagboat. The invitation was ac-
gepted, and a few minutes aftorwards the tugboat
returned, cunﬁeying the distinguished representa-
$ives of Rebeldom to the Rivor Queen, What transpired
a4 the firet ioterview botween the Vice Presi-
dent of the so-called Conled rate States and Mr,
Beward is of course mot knmown. It Is presumable,
hewover, that these rebels, for the first time in
many months, partook of a good dinner, and that
Mr. Beward renewed in bumpers of ciumpagne the
essurances of his most distinguished consideration, &o.,
and that to-day the question will be decided whether this
fratricidal war ks to continue till either the North or the
South is subjugated, or whether we shall be once more
aunited people, and join hands in token of brotherly
bove. |

At a late hour of the evening another arrival was an-
mounced, which gives more weight snd importanee to
the present conference, I allude to Abraham Lincoln,
Fresident of the United Btates, who arrived at Old Point
Qemfort at ten o'clock P. M., and immediately sent a tug
%0 Becretary Beward, apprising him JF his presence. He
Beft Annapolis at two o'clock yesterday, on the Thomas
Colyer, the fastest boat on the bay, and, notwithstanding
the loe, reached here in eight hours. The only other pas-
- semger on board was o correspondent of the Herarp, who
will doubtless give you a full account of the trip.

To-day President Lincoln, Secretary Seward and the
vebel commissioners have been in constant conference,
and have doubtless made and reoeived propositions for
& settlement.of the existing difculties ; but what these
propesitions are time must determine, Neither of the
distinguished representatives have exposed themselves to
t¢he yaze of the vulgar crowd, but have confined them-
golvea exclusively to their respective boats. The
gebel commissioners are quarteted on ‘board of
@General Grant’s beautiful flagboat, the M. Martin, while
Becretary Seward is no less elegantly entertained on the
River Queen. President Lincoln still retaing the Thomas
Colyer, but spends most of his time with Eecramy
Seward on the River Queen., Thisis all lhatlaknuﬁ
or can be learned of the impending peace conference.

The interviews are all held away from the shore, and
mo outsider is sllowed even to catch a glimpse of the
Mistinguished rep-reabnluivﬂu gf the North and South.
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\ In consequence Of the severity of the weather and
acenmiulation of ice in the rivers a great scarcity of
y Xhm been folt here, It was found neocessary yester

#ay 10 sond put steamerd 10 Jntercept vessyls boypd South |

with coal, andl order them to this point. The Annie
m_ﬂWMnﬂ-mm-
water, bound for Key West, with one thousand fons on
board, and is now unleading, which will npplr the
d-udmrnmm

Mr. N. Davidson’s Despatohes.
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ton on January 81 to attend the lecture of Rev. Henry
Ward Beecher a¢ Baltimore that evening. Mr. Boward
swung around $o Annapolis the next day, and, stepping
o board the despatch boat River Queen, pro-
cseded to COity Point, where he met R. M. T. Hunter,
Alexander H. Btephens and John A. Campbell, distin.
guished citizens of the Bouth, who have been sent by
Jeoft, Davis to have a talk with the representatives of the

Uniled Stsites government about the seftiement of tha,

MHMMNMMM He found the
Mn;nhhoduhllnbm ofmm-p.m-.

and the River Queen and Martin at once proceeded to.

Fortress Monroe. Everybody supposed they were safe
on their way to Annapolis and Washington; but they
were mistaken, '
President Lincoln determined to join  Mr.
Beward at Fortress Hunmu,h and wseoe whether
these Bouthern gentlemen would *‘talk turkey’’ or not.

He, thmfnm, left Washington yesterday, arriving at

Annapolis at, ‘one o'clock P. M. He immadlshly pro-
ceeded on hoard the steamer Thomas Colyer, supposed
to be the fastest in the world, and she was ordered to run
to Fortréss Monroe as soon as possible. The illustrious
passenger was entirely unexpected, and was only acocom-
panied by two personal attendants, Messrs. Bmith and
Forbes.  Neither of his segretaries were with him, . and
he walked from the depot to the boat, 'lnmnthlnl over

half & mile, belng guided by Captain Blodgett, Post -

Quartermaster. Arriving on board, he met Captain
Bamuel Colyer, and simply said :—

“I suppose you know where you are going?"

“To Fortress Monroe,” replied the Captain,

‘*That’s right,” said the President.

{'Are you ready?"’ asked the Captain.

“Quite,” said Mr. Lincoln,

The boat at once threw off her lines, and started on a
mission which mrery one hoped might be peace, provided
it came in an honorable shape; and those who know our
President are full in the faith that we shall have no
other while he is at tho helm. Whila"lm is scrupulously
careful that hé shall not be accusod of leaving any chance
of an honorable peace to go unrecognized, he will never
consent to make terms. which shall divide the eountry:
He fecls that we have expended too many lives and too
mugh treasure to consent to a division now. The Col-
yer gailed from Annapolis at twenty minutes to two P. M.,
¥February 2, with the President and attendants, Mr. Goorge,
Colyer, of New York: ; Captain Samuel Colyer, Captain P.
Elmendorf, Mr. Edward l‘iﬂldﬂ, clerk, jyour correspondent,
who accidentally happened to be on board, and the usual
cmg. Upon getiing out of the bay we encountered
large flelds of ice, through which we passed
slewly, and in whichjwe met the steamer Herman Liv-
ingston off Thomas’ Point Shoals at twenty-five minutes
past two P. M. 'We soon got clear of the ice, and passed
Point Lookout st forty-five minutes past five P. M., Smith

Point Lightship at thirty-five minutes past six, Wolf Trap

Lightship at forty minutes past eight, Guard ship et

twenty minutes past ten, and arrived at Fortress Monroe
at twenty-two minutes past ten.

The President at once nah:munluntod with Becretary
Seward, who was in conference with Medsrs, Hunter,
Stephens and Campbell. They were greatly surprised to
see him, not having expected him till morning. He un-
doubtedly made the quickest trip on record from Annapo-
lis to Fortress Monroe.

Becretary Beward desiring to confer with him, and
having accommodations for him on board the River
Qucen, the Fresident went on board of her, L0 remain
while the Colyer was taking in wood, coal and water.

The conferenco still lasts, at half-past twelve P. M.,
and how long it may still continue no one knows; but
one thing is certain, and the country may rest assured of
the fact, no peace will be agreed to which can reflect
dishonor upon the country.

SteAMER TroMAs CoLyEr, Feb. 3—8 P, M.

What unmeasurable interest just now centres iﬂ the
steamer River Queen, All eyes are upon her, The tﬁgﬁ Silas
O. Pierce and George J. Loane aro constantly plying be-
tween her and the shore. Now the men are heaving at
the anchor, and now the Pierce goes over to the M. Mar-
tin. Did she carry the rebel agents over? Quien sabel

They all—the special boats, the Colyer, River Quéen,
and Martin-lie out in the harbor. There is no commu-
nication with the shore or each other, except by tug.
Sixteen hours already has the conference lasted. What
the result i8 no one knows 1% I8 inferred
that reunion, as a basis, must have been agreed to, or
the interview would have terminated long since. Napo-
leon and Francis Joseph settlod the terms of the Italian
peace in a few moments, comparatively; but this is a
moroe complicated affair. Questions of emancipation,
oonflscation, amnesty, Monroe doctrine, finance, debt,
&c., &o., are all under discussion. But thege can all be
arranged now If reunion is determined upon. ‘I believe
tis. Lot the country take courage.

Wasumvarow, Feb, 4, 1868,

When Iclosed my last letter at Foriress Monroe I
was vory strongly in the hope that the preliminaries of
peace had been agreed upon. I am now satisfied that
my statemeont was somewhat premature, While Hunter,
Stephens and Campbell did not feel that they had the
power to lay down the arms of the insurgents, they were
made fully aware of the position of President Lincoln.
He would not, and did not, budge an inch from his point
of submission as the initial proposition of peace. His
skirts are now clean. Ho has done all he could do for
peace consistent with the dignity of his position.

The rebels, having recelved Mr. Lincoln’s ultlmttum;
have returned to Richmond. A They left on the steamer
M. Martin, at four o’clock on Friday. The President and
Mr, Beward parted with them on the best ef terms, and
came up to Annapolis on the steamer River Queen, she
having left Fortress Monroo at five o'clock P. M. The
distinguished party did not go om shore at
the fortress at all. The Thomas Colyer steamed
up to the dock and took on Dboard Geno-
ral Ingalls and General Beth Willlams, and left at
Bix o’clock for Annapolis, passing the River Queen,
Charlotte, Vanderbilt and Adelaide on the way. All ar-
rived at Annapolis at daylight, and the Presidential party
arrived in Washington at ton o’clock A. M.

‘The Cabinet was at once summoned, and .the budget
laid before it. The President’s course was endorsed, and
all parties now feel that he has done his whole duty.  In
his efforte for peace ho discarded all squeamishness and

punctilio, and saNd to the rebels that he had no personal
DUID0BY 10 Eubserve,

Thare s oniy ons road to poace, 80 1
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far ashe iswonoerned. It lles In submission. He was

willing to threw to the winds all minor questions to stop
blooddhed. His oath required him to preserve the in-
tegrity of the Union, That point settled, he would no

, stiokle at collateral issues.

The agents of Jeff. Davia have gone to Richmoend to

veport, and will be heard from again soon. The inter-
view was of the most cordial and hepeful nature, and the .

country has reason to be proud of the occurrence, Good
will result from it, and a few days will tell if §t be pesce
ora eontinuance of the war. Letus hope that the
former proposition will prevail inthe eouncils of Jefr.
Davia

The Washington Telegrams,
Wasmmnaron, Feb, 4—Evening.
The excitoment in regard to the result of the pemoe
conference in Hampton Roads, between the

. and Secretary of Biate and the rebel commissioners, was

mq«mnmmm to-day of Messrs, Linceln
and Beward. Immediately the city was filled with ru.

‘mors as diverse as the opinion of their suthors, Nothing
was positively known, but conjectures wuit manipulated
-into positive statements, and the simplest rumors soon

assumed the proportions of absolute facts.

It is not to be expected that such funoctionaries as the
President and Becoretary of State would have gone upon a
fool’s errand to Fortress Monroo. Mr. Lincoln had re-
peatodly expreased the determination to treat for peace
with the rebels only on the basis of the restoration of
the Union. This fact was known definitely to the gen-
tlemen who composed the rebel commission. They had
been informed that no propesitions of any kind could
or' would be entertained that were not based
upon & restoration of the Union. The negotiations,
therefore, to be made in Hampton Roads were based
upon this proposition, or all the rebel commissioners and
Mr. Beward wore a set of arrant Jeremy Diddlers. The
fact that Mr. Seward sent for the President to participate
in the conference is accepted as evidence that the rebels
were willing to treat upon the basis indicated. In fact,
the President, when on his way to the conference, pub-

licly expressed himself that he would treat with them on |

no other terms. If the rebel commissioners had made
the recognition of the SBouthern ﬁuufadamy a point in
the matter, Mr. Seward could have answered them with-
out occasion for the presence of Mr. Lincoln; and, if re-
cognition had been the basis of their demands, the inter-
view would not have lasted, as it did, for sixteen hours,

It is evident that there was more in this conforenceo
than the question of recognition, for that was already
decided. It is more likely that the wnimportant ques:
tion of immediate or gradual emancipation, with com-
pensation at the hands of the federal governmont, was
the only question at issue, and for this reason Mr. Lincoln
was sent for to take part in the conference.

It I8, of course, necessary that the government should
throw out the intimatfon that nothing definite bhas been
accomplished, because wo have yet to hear how the
agreements made are treated im Richmond. If they

should be rejected, it would not be pleasant to know the
rebels had rejected the terms proposed. 1If they should

‘be accepted, the how! of the radical opponents of peace
would be forestalled by the declaration of the terms of

agreement.

lownnhert, in any position to know, gives any
oredenics 16 the statément that the negotiations were a
fallure. A similar statomont was made by suthority on
the return of the elder Blair from his second visit to
Richmond. The best friends and most confidential ad-
visers of both Mr. Lincoln and Mr. SBeward speak omi-
nously of the necessity of hearing fromm Richmond be-
fore an opinion of the result can be expressed.

One thing Is certain, if the rebels had been
willing to treat only on the basis of a recognition
of their independence, Mr. Lincoln would never have
gone to meet them; and If they were willing to treat
upon the basis of a restoration of the Union Mr. Lincoln
wps prepared to offer such liberal terms as could not be
rejected by any commissioners desirous to bring about a

peace,

The latest Richmond papers rececived are ominously
gilent in regard to everything conneeted with the peace

commissioners, except the simple facts of their passage

into the Union lines under a flag of truce, and the enthu-
siasm manifested by the soldiery on both sides at this

event.

Our Washington Correspondence.
. Wasminagron, Feb. 3, 1865,
THE BLAIR MIBSION A BUOCKES,

Peace rumors are again the order of the day at the
national capital, Notwithetanding the persistent efforts of
most of the newspaper writers to prove that there is
pothing in the rumors they do not abate jn the least,
From the very commencement of the Blair mission it
has been constantly asserted by would-be wise journalists
that it was an entire and total failure. In spite of tho
numerous assertions that the missgions have all exploded,
they are still kept up, Negotlation and talk about peace
continues, with no prospect of abating, until success
orowns tho present eflorts, and peace in reality comes.
Peace commissioners will turn up and positively refuse
to explode, as many newspaper writers, who are unable to
ascertain the facts, persist in asserting.

The fact of the matter is the Blair mission was a sue-
ceéss; and, the pooner the public come to that conclusion
the sooner will they realize and appreciate the events
which are now transpiring. It was, it is true, an infor-
mal affair, but it accomplished more than was an-
ticipated. The trouble was that the public
imagined that unless Mr. Blair came back and declared that
hostilities had and peace been stated that his
mission was a total failure, This much he had mot the
power to accomplish, neitherdid he dream of any such
thing. Hence it was promulgated as a failure. Although
an informal affair, Mr. Blair had the endorsement of the
administration sufficient to represent its viows, and en-
able him to compare notes with the rebel officlals, and
represent to them what the North would consent to do,
without stating that he was oficially authorized to speak.
The fortunes of war had been g0 severe on the confede-
racy that they were ready and inclined to talk about
peace. Blair's inf talk was opportune, and opened
the way for further steps In the same direction, which
will soon follow with peace, Here it is perhaps proper to
state that wars of the magnitude of ours—joalousies so
deop, difficuities so great—although in the main imagi.
nary—are not settled and arranged in one day, It takes
time. The public must not think that because peace is not
declared on tho first interview that negotiations have
failed. Commissioners will have to meet again and again.
They will approach the mighty question step by step.
The nature of the war necessitates such a course, It ig
different from a war with a forelgn nation,

THE GREAT OBSTACLE TO PEACE REMOVED,

The assertion was made at.the War Dopartment to-day
that the greatest obstacle to peace had been removed by
the passage of the constitutional amendment. This may
appear strange to the people of the North; but such is
the fact. Mr. Blair was so convinced of thu fact on his
socond return from Richmand that he had not been in
this eity one hour before he commenced working for the
passage of the amendment ; and, from represéntations that
he made the administration, took hold with a renewed
zeal. ._

While Blalr did not secure terms of peace and bring
back articles of agreement of final settlement he did sue-
cesslully open the way to make the proliminary arrange-
ments for a-settlement of our pational diffioultics. He
aceured the initiatory steps which are now being followed
up somewhere on the James river by the Pr sident and

Mr, Eeward on obe gide and the rebel commmisgioners on &

the other.  That these negotiations are progreas.
ing favorably there is no doubt -
remembered that I have throughout held In every
communication that the grand orash of the rebellion is
a4 band and may come at any moment. The passagé of
thamaﬂtnﬂmdmmdmmth-mmm

afford to be generous; and it is needless repetition for me
t0 say that such is the view of President Lincoln at this
have been consulted, in reference to these negotiations
muwmm-mm,ir the Bouth will ac-
oept the constitutional amendment, to hold out such in-
ducements upom all other points aa will secure the
friendship of the Bouthern leaders and their reunion
under the old flag to their forming an alliance with Na-
poleon and Maximilian, and be forever intrigning against
the United States. The facts obtained by Blair while he
mhmmummpummm-mw

‘there have a bitter feeling against France and England,

and prefer & union with the United States. It is only
those who have been benefited by bloskade running and
lllegitimate trade with Europe who have any desire to
form an alliance with France, The majority are in fuvor
of uniting with the North and gathering under the folds
of the flag under which they have had so many
hs;my hours in the past. The recollection of the glory of
thas flag still lingers around them, and they yet cling to
it, as has been manifested by the soldiers on both sides of
the line cheering when they saw gm peace commissioners
pass through. That a large majority prefer reunion, pro-
vided they can have it without t0o degrading terms,
and can be assured that the radical measures of confieca-
tion, &c., will not be rigidly enforced 18 certain. Here is
the very point where the negotiation has reaghed. The
assurances held out by Blair on this point is one of the
causes of Mossrs, Siephens, Hunier and Campbell coming
into our lines. It is upon this that negotiations are now

‘belng carried on.

DAVIS TAKREN nnmmnnm BY THR OAPTURE OF FORY
FISHER.

In order that the subject can be fully comprehended it
is neoessary to go back to Blair's first mission to Rich-
mond. During the first visit to the rebel capital Davis
was on the high horse. His only terms were recognition
and independence. But ocertain inquiries were put to
Blair by rebel officlals, indicating that something farther
was talked of, and that there was some idea existing then
of submission. Blair returned. Fort Fisher was captured
by the Union army and the navy. This was an evont
entirely unexpected, in fact, considered impossible
by Dlﬂl This opened their eyes. It revealed to
the rebel Jleaders their real and true position,
Blair was forthwith sent for by Davis. In the
meantime a bitter fight commenced on Jeff. Davia,

The rage of a disappointed people was centered upon

him; visions of the fate of other revolutionary leaders,
under the clamors of an infuriated people, loomed up be-
fore him. The publié at the North, although they have
read the outbursts of the Richmond papers, have no idea
of the extent of this fight, It eame very noar ending
Jefl. Davis’ rule, not ouly practically, but even in all ap-
pearances, He gaved himself by apparently yielding for
the time being, This was the condition that ho was in
whon the elder Blair returned to Richmond. But Davis
saw enough to convince him that unothing but boldness
oould save him, It was a case of political life or death
with him, and circumstances were so urgent that they
admtied of no delay.

With his own sell-preservation at nuku, the publie can
well realize how Mr. Davis would consent to accept the
amoendment to the constitution abolishing slavery pro-
vided lenicney and amnesty were granted in other mat-
ters. He could not think of asking the Bouthern people
to recognize the Emancipation proclamation as legal
and binding; but an amendment to the constitution pre-
sented It in another light, and events might transpire

which would induce him to negotiate for reunion under

that, and acoept it ag binding upon them. Mr. Blair at
this stage, and under the sanotion of the authorities here,
informed Mr. Dgyvis that whenover they (the BSouth)

would dend Commissioners—~ ‘to  treat - om - the

basis of roumion and s wunited ocountry, with the
‘abolishment of slavery conceded too, they would be
regeived and listened to. Although Mr. Davis admitted
there and then that they were in reality whipped, he dared
not take the responsibility of commencing negotia-
tions upon any other terms but independence, unless an
armistice was granted. This was refused, and Mr. Bla'r
came away from Richmond with the expectation of
either returning, or that commissioners should be sent by
Mr. Davis the moment that he found he could safely
do it under the terms of reunion and abolition of slavery.
This is the precise result of the Blair's mission. Let the
public judge of its success or fallure. When the announce-
ment was madoe in this correspondence of Blair's re.
turn te Richmond, and that peace commissioners were on
the way from the rebel capital, it was upon ne idle con-

Jecture or flying rumor.
HOW JEFF. PREPARES FOR TIHE CRISIS,

This brings us to the roturn of Mr. Francis P. Blair, Fr.,
from Richmond the second time, Now as to the events
that have followed, and their significince. Hardly had
Mr. Blair turned his back upon the rebel capital before
Jefl. Davia began to prepare himeelf to meet the crisis
then upon him. The bill making General Lee Command-
er-in-Chief was not signed for several days. It was
necessary for Davis to make. terms with General Loo be-
fore he placed his signature and gave his sanction to that
measure. The interview was held, and an alliance was
mnde with the new Commander-in-Chief, The bill was
then signed; but it will be borne in mind that up to this
date (Friday afternoon) no intelligence has been recelved
here of the appointinent of Lee having been sent into the
Eenate,

The alliance with General I.ee cannot be relied upon as
permanent. Some difaster to the rebel armies, either at
Charleston or Wilmington, which will arouse all the
wralh of Jell.’s enemiegs, may result in General Leo's
beiug forced to take a different course, What was
done Lad therefore to be done quickly. Delay was
dangerous. A day, an hour, might renew the wrangling.
General Singleton, on his return here, stated that in con-
vergation with Lee he found that officer anxious for
peace, and did not object to ultimate reunion. On this
bond the iwo officials, no doubt, came together. No-
thing could be expected by delay, while on the other hand

& postponement in action would be ruinous to Davia. It

became & question of self-preservation for him—success
from some source was vitally necessary, or he was gone,

Lee having been drawn into an alliance, it became
necescary for Davis to fortify himself in other quarters.
The old feuds and animosity with Stephens were over-
locked, and the two once more met as friends—a:
living example of how danger will draw men together and
make friends of personal enemies.

APPOINTMENT OF OOMMISSIONERS AGREED UPON
RIOHMOND,

The idea of sending commissioners was agreed upon,
and the parties were at once instructed as to their course
and let into the secret, They made their appearance
on Bunday afiernoon in fromt of our armies. On ac-
count of the absence of General Grant at Wil
mington they were delayed until his arrival, on
Tuesday, when they were mulvod and a special messen-
ger sont to Washington with the nature of their communid
cation. This was recelved here on Wednesday, when
Mr. Seward was immediately despatched to meet them:
Becretary Beward met them on Thursday morning, and
found that thelr propositions were of so Important a

character and 0 momentous that he did not desire tdct

without the President.
ME, LINCOMN GOES TO THN FRONT.

Mr. Lincoln was sent for, and left the city at eleven
A. M. on Thursday. Before leaving ho remarked that the
fact of his going to meet them was of more significance
than it would be If they were coming here.

The precise nature of the propositions brought ‘by
Btephens and associntes has not fully transpired. Bwf
the fact must be borne in mind that the President, (Arough
Mr. Blair, r¢fused lo receive or mest commissioners except
upon the basia ¢f reundon and abolition of slavery. Taking
thnp fact to be positive and beyond controversy, Mr. Lin-
colu’s departure cannot be Interpreted in any other way
but that Jeff. Davis has so fortified himself at Richmond
that he is willlag to take the responsibility of commenc.
ing negotiations on the basis of reunion. This can bo
readily inforred, even if thore were no other fucts to cor-
roborate it, which fortunately there are, butat th's mo-
ment of writing it woyld be impolitic topublish them, Evi-
dence sulilcient has been receiveéd hero to show that Davls
has taken thiz bold step to save himsell, and heds deter:

AT

mined to sccure termis wilhout delay, that ho intends | en

10 [ake mlyunlago of the present circumstances to ead

the rebellion. The commissioners have come for that

purpose within our lines. The President and Becretary
of SBtate, secing them coming from afar, have gone to

meet them-—as the father went out Lo meet the prodigal

son—with open arms. Could therée be a more noble

deed? Can it be possible that such eventa can be looked

upon as meaning nothing? Many here are making
& great fuss about the Iack of dignity in the
President going to meet them. Buithere is a significant
fact that all of those who are in a position to know any-
thing in regard to the mission of the rebel commissioners
declare it one of the most noble acts that could be per-
formed by the President. In addition to all this it is un-
derstood here that Jefl. Davis will either meet with them
at this consultation, or that another will soon follow in
which he will participate, These events all show that the
great crash, the final end of the rebellion, is at hand, and
that there are good reasons to look for peace at no distant
day. ' This consultation may not end i the declaration of
peace the moment they conclude their canversation;
but the public can rest assured that an important, and I
may add, an:essentially necessary step towards it, has

* been accomplished. Btill further, the public can rest as-

sured that peace is close at hand. A few more days, or it
may be weeks, and the rebellion will be over. The dove
of peace will be greeted from the lakes to the guil.
GENERAL FHERMAN'S PRACN MOYEMENTS

No effort looking towards a vigorous prosecution of the
war is delayed by the peace negotistions, Inevery quarter
the busy hum of life and activity is seen; preparations
are being made as though the war was to be of along
duration. General Eherman does not in the least
placken his pace or gretard his march In
the rebel country. His columns are steadily pressing
forward, carrying every obstacle before them. If Jeff
Davis is not fully ready to come to terms now he will
be furnished additional reagons by the victories of Sher-
man. But the evidence here s such as indicates his de-
gire to obtains terms before that happens, fearing Lhe

Jjealousies and denunclations of the people . of Richmond

if ho does not.

Some six weeks before the arrival of General Bherman
at Bavannah a lady, known a8 a spiritual medium, and &
person who is intimate with Mrs. Lincoln, informed the
latter person that the capture of Charleston would be the
last fighting in the war. At the time the statement
was made it was considered a gooll joke—in fact, a
species of special guessing which any person might in-
dulge in.- Any person could see, and, in fact, from the
talk that has.been had about Charleston, could readily
understand, that Charleston might be purposely left for
the last place to take. Looking at it in the light of events
now, those who have any inclination to belleve in
spiritualism view it as a singular coincidence that just
now the events are so culminating that it is within
the posribilities that the news of the capture of Charles-
ton by Sherman, and the announcement that terms of
peace have heen agreed upon, may be announced on the
same day. This speculation I give for the bencfit of
those inclined towards spiritualism of the present age,
THE EFFECT OF TAE PEACE NEGOTIATIONS ON THE CADINET

AND ON THE RADICALS,

It is not generally known that Secretary EO‘I’I!'d {8 the
only member of the Cabinet who has been consulted or let
into the secretl of the peace negotiation. It is under-
stood that Mr. Sftanton and Fegeenuden opposes it through-
out, and that the balance of tho Cabinet aro entirely non-
commiital upon the subject.

The I'resident is in earnest in his movement. He is not
only anxious to bring about peace, but i8 in favor of
being lenient, having secured the abolition of slavery.

. The radicals are making a terrible fuss about it, and

threatening all manner of things. BSubjugation and
hanging is still their ery. Baut im this they are prompted
by selfish motives and hatred. Many of them have been

making great calculations on the fortunes to be made by
purchasing confiscated property and becom ng the owners
calling
for blood and tho saorifice of valuable life, rather than
But they are doily growing weaker

here, although they are busy writing to the Becretary of

War, and urging him to break up the negotiations,

Their strength iz nenrly exhausted, and if Mr. Lincoln ot
' feward obtains any fair terms on the basis of reunion

from the South the radicals will be forced into retire-
Thelr persistenco in refusing to yield will only
end in their own destruction; for there is no denying
the fact that the real public sentiment is ju favor of re-
ceiving the South back into the Union, now that slavery
is abolished—with open arms, and killing the fatted calf

of plantations. They are therefore crying war,

give up this point.

in honor of thelr return.

THE PRESS DESPATCHES.

A Nl Nl N

The Washington Telegrams.
Wasminarox, Feb. 4, 1865.

'The Star has the following particulars of the return of

President Lincoln and Secretary Eeward :—

Prosident Lincoln and Becretary Seward arrived In
Washington at a quarter-past nine o'clock this morming,
by special train from Annapolis, on their return from For-
tress Monroe.

Tho President, who left here on Thursday, at ﬂ!‘tﬁun
minutes past eleven o’clock A, M., accompanied .by Mr,
George B, Koontz, of the Baltimore and: Ohio Railroad

Company, arrived at Annapolis at fifteen minutes past

one P’. M., and, in company with Mr. Koontz, proceeded
to the Naval Academy, where the steamer Colyer had
steamed up, and, going on board, left immediately, and

arrived at Fortress Monroe at an early hour yesterday

morning.

The two boats—the Mary Martin, bearing the rebel de-
putation to Fortress Monroe, and the River Queen, on
which Mr. Eaward went down—were lashed gide by side,

during which time the President and Secretary of State

and the rebel deputation bad a protraoted interview.
Tho boats geparated about dusk, and the River Queen

started immediately for Aunnapolis, whero she arrived

early this morning.

The special train, which was In walling for the party,
left that place at balf-past seven this morning, and ar-
rived bere as stated sbuva at tweniy-five minutes past
nine,

Generals Willlams and Ingalls, who came up on the
Colyer last night, were on board the same train, as were
alko Mr. R. 8. Chew, of the SBtate Department, who went
down with Mr. Seward, and Major Eckart, SBuperinten-
dent of the United States Military Telegraph, and Charles
Forbes, attaché of the White House, wlio acoompanied
the Prosident,

Wasmyagron, Feb. 4—-Evening.

Much surprise was occasioned this morning by the
early return of President Lincoln and Becretary Seward,
and it was not long before many conflicting reports were
circulated regarding the result of their mission.

The antagonistic positions of the twe governments
were known ou the return of Mr. Blair from Richmond-—
the one desiring peace on the basis of unconditional sub-
mission to the Unton, and the other on the basis of sepa-
rate independence and recognition.

It was clear that the rebels themselves did not antiel-
pate a ready compliance with their demands, while there
was an earnest desire on the part of the President to do
all that was compatible with honor and public expediency
in the premises, and who evinced not a liktle anxiety to
induce an accommodation,

It was briefly announeed by telegraph this morning
that President Lincoln and -Becretary Seward had return-
od to Wushington after a conference with the rebel com-
miasioners, which resulted In no change of the attitude
of the government or of the rebels

Privaile telegrams have since been received making in-
quiry as to the truth of this statement, boeause the
whole truth had not been stated with regard to the
prospective and immediate reguls from Richmond.

Now, that bpief tolegram sént over the wires this
morning is rellable, and it was obtained from the beat
authority.

No details have yet been made known, nor Is it pro-
bable that they will transplre, the President and Secre.
tary Beward being the only parties present on our side,
and the conference being entirely informal—inore in the
characier of a general cuﬁ'vﬂrﬁ:tiun, to elicit the views of
all who composed it, than a grave d!plomatic discussion,

Beyoud this whatever may bo sald must be mere specu-
lation,

The conversation did not result In any agreemuent. The
main feature involving the questions of separation of
and submission to the Union having been left undecided,
“F ¢ouren those of a minor character could have no exist
*y Al 20 (he partics separsted,

A8 (W ha gan bo wacortained nothjng was sa'd aa (o

on board.

L e T
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future meetings, and the issue scems to be left precisely
where it was before the conference. ¢

Thmhmvcﬂmmamiuwﬂdmlﬂhgb

day that they had agreed upon & general exchange of
prilonm ’ | S

The Phiadelphia Telograme.
PurLavsvruia, Feb. 4, Iﬂ-
mqnelal Washington correspondent of th Ledgey

BAYS :—

President Lincoln and Becretary Soward left Foriress

Monroe yeeterday afternoon for Washington, and M
'Confederate commissioners returned to Richmond. Wor
the prosent, at least, the eonference is endod.

The Baltimore Telegramas:
Bavrmdorm, Feb. 4, 1860,

A special despatch to the Baltimore American, from
Annapolis, this merning, after announcing the arrival
there of President Lincoln and Secretary Sewasd, em
board of General Grant’s flag of truce boat, says:—

The prospect of an early settlament of our madlonal

diMoulties are brighter.
It was rumored on bonrd of the steamer that an ar~

mistice of thirty days would take place, bui this, of
course, is only mere rumor.

4. REBEL ACCOUNTS.

War Meeting at the Rebel Capital,
[From the Richmond Dispatch, Feb. 2.)

The Hons. Thomas 8. Flournoy, John Goode, Thomas
8. Bocock and John B, Baldwin, of Virginia, and Colonel
Lester, of Georgin, addressed a large and enthusiastic an.
dience in the House of Delegates on Tuesday night. They
advocated a vigorous prosecution of the war as tAe only
ceriain method of an honorable peace.

THE PRIZE RING.
Fight Between Farrell and Ward, of
iladelphin—=Forty~five Rounds Come
tested—Farrell Declared the Vietores

Wholesale Arxrrest of lputntm by

United States Troops

(From the Philadelphia h-e- Feb. 8]

Thefight boetween Farrell nd Ward—both of Hiber.
nia Engine Company—for one thousand dolhn, which
has been under way since Januafy 12, came off on
Thursday, near Claymont Btation, on the Pe Ivania
and Delaware line. Hundreds went from this city, a8
well as a large delegation from New York. means
of locomotion was made available to rcach the tined .
gpot, andabout ‘half-past seven o'clock A. M. on Thurs-
day, some one thousand or twelve hundred ns had
assembled about one thousand yards north of the Phils.
delphia and Wilinington Rullrnml near the Claymont
Station. At thig time the ring had not been tched, but
was in progress. Tho ‘l'ntllll was bound in Jack Frost's
iron grasp, and crowbars falled 0 make much p
on the ice-bound earth. At about twenty minutes
eight o’¢clock the ring was compleied; but still precious
time was wasted, and no attempt was made to bring the
men into tho ring, although both were present in car-
riages, and had been on the ground for upwards of an
hour. :

At fifty minutes past eight o’clock Ward advanced (o
the south side of the ring, and made two atlempts (o
‘gshy’’ his head covering into the ring, and it fell to the
right on both attempts. He crossed the ropes, and his
eap was cast after him. A groen of horror issued from
the bosoins of some of his friends, who were superstl-
tiously impressed with the convic tion of the cap fulling
astray being an omen of the worst kind, nnd totally
averse 10 all prospects of his vietory. The pmllmlznnrlﬂ
of choosing & referea were soon got over, l.ml Johlnr
Lazarus (brother of the murdered Harry), was
referce. Farrell won the choloe of corne thll ll-
lection placed Ward in,the south .mr hm |
shone in his face, They uLﬂmHIy y u-i
dressed in green drawers, und r uwetd a fﬁrl.'l]: :;t lltﬂngl.l;
and compactin with musoulur calvos on 'ﬁ an
br ast mmrnmumlded like u perfeet Hercules,
was more modestly atiired'in white drawers bound with
green.  His form was not of the same unllrgad dl-
velopment ; but his breast and apms were
and hLis Iagn were developed, though rather twind
into the style of a man’s who had spent much of his
time in the saddle In early days. Farrell was Tlrud by
the celebrated M ht weight pugilist Johnn
and a friend. Ward had us s attendants Jommy W
and o Brooklynite. The rincipals and mndl met ab
the serateh, and all shook hands, when they retired te
their mpeut!tﬂ corners, and, on Lﬂflﬂll ullinq timo, the
mep rose irom the knees of thmrmcondl, and advanced
. to the scratch for.

Round 1. Both wore looks of confidence, and ad-
vanced t