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Letter from B. F. Barrow, Maine Vol.

In Hospital
Annapolis Md. Feb 5, 1865

Dear Cousin Ed,

I received your kind letter a few days since and
conclude that I’ll postpone answering no longer. We are moving along
here very quietly and I try to enjoy myself as well as possible — On the
whole I have a very easy time, but how long it is to continue I can’t tell.
I should like to be at my regiment now first-rate. I received a letter from
my Com — last Friday. The 2™ Lieut who was assigned to it from the 32
regt. Has resigned on account of disability and Sergts’ Rines and
Lougee say that they wish I was there to be mustered- I wish so myself —
I intend to see Dr. Vanderkieft soon and if he will let me go will start as
soon as possible. If not will not stand in the way.

(pg.2) of any other person’s promotion — I do not want to go te the
regiment unless there is a certainty of my being mustered because I
have a very good place here. Rev. Mr. Bowler is about here. I saw him
last Friday afternoon — He had been spending some time in Washington
and designs going to the front this week — While here he was the guest of
Chap. Henries.

This place has been the scene of considerable business the past
week. The cold weather two weeks ago closed the Potomac and the
harbor of Baltimore and vessels from all quarters have gathered here —
Here is where Sec Seward came to embark for City Point to meet the
rebel peace Com- He was followed next day by Pres. Lincoln, who
returned yesterday morning- Troops have been embarking. It is
supposed that they are to join Gen Sherman = They came
(pg. 3) from Tennessee.

What do you think of the prospect of peace — I am glad that a move has
been made in that direction — It may amount to nothing more — but I
believe negotiations will be continued until peace is secured. An
honorable one of course — I have recently received a letter from New
Orleans — Henry’s wife sister and children had arrived there after a
very rough passage. A draft is to come off there the 15nth — Henry and
joseph are enrolled and stand a good chance to draw one of the unlucky
numbers — Uncle Hatch was out collecting as the army has just been
paid off the past week we have had beautiful warm weather — Very
different probably from the weather experienced in Maine How is



Marcia now adays — I hear from her only through you — I would really
like to see that picture which
(pg.4) she sent home — Tell Dr. Howard when you see him again that I
shall be very glad to see him again (I am absent minded tonight) to
receive that letter which he admits to be owing me.
With love to your parents, I remain
Very truly your cousin
B. F. Barrow

Note: Seward and Lincoln did come through Annapolis on their way to
the Hampton Roads Peace Conference which was held on February 2...
“ ...he (Lincoln) decided to join Seward for the talks. Two hours after
approving the meeting, the president, along with one attendant,
departed Washington on a special train for Annapolis, wher he walked
a half-mile to the landing and boarded the steamer Thomas Colyer for
passage to Fort Monroe. (Ice on the Potomac made that river hazardous
for travel). Pg. 45, 46 William C. Harris



