TWOULD ABOLISH

" BOARD COUNSELS)

BAR ASSOCIATION UNANIMOUS
IN OPINION.

WORK OF ATTORNEY GENERAL

Speakers at Meeting Agree That

Functions Could Be Performed:
With Aid of One or More Assist- |

ants — Conceded That Opinions
of the Official Should Be Avail-
able in Published Form-——Differ-

ences as to Details,

It was practically the unanimous
opinion of the speakers before the Bar
Association of Baltimore, at its meet-

ing last night in the Superior Court-
room, that the counselships for the
varlous state boards should be abol-
ished and their work put in the hands
of the Attorney General. This reform
cen be put into effect by the legisla-
ture, the constitutional amendment
making it possible, having been car-
Lried at the polls.

{ Many prominent members of the
bar were in attendance at the meet-
(ing and the set program Was made up
of sgix speakers, Attorney General Ed-
gar Allan Poe, Former Attorney Gen-
eral Isaac Lobe Straus, former Judge
Alfred 8. Niles, Secretary of State
Robert P. Graham, Senator Willlam
| M. Maloy and Mr. Albert C. Ritchie
The Secretary of State was the single
voice in opposition to the reform. The
question was referred to the commit-
tee on amendment of laws.

It was conceded that at the present
time the lack of accessible records of
the opinions of former attorney gen-
erals has hampered the service to
some extent. Judge Oscar Leser, who
spoke in the gmeral discussion which
followed the set program, pointed out
from the statistics which he gathered
on the subject that in 40 states these
opinions of the attorney general are
published in accessible form, which
make them equal to the legal profes-
sion as quasi-judicial opinions and in
the absence of an opinion by the court

on ‘certain ! points of great value.

Attorney General Poe pointed out
the importance of 8 systematized col-
lectjon . of records. . He discussed de~
tails as to probable salaries and pos-
sible exceptions of boards, which from
the nature of their work should prob-
ably be excepted and allowed to retain
their individual counsel. Among these
he mentioned the Public Service Com-
mission and the Election Superyigors
of various counties. He was orf the
opinion that the expense under the
new system would be slightly in excess
of the present system.

Former Attorney General Straus bhe-
lieved that the work could be -done
with one assistant to the Attorney Gen-

eral and certainly with two, with =

| possible additional assistant during the

session of legislature,

rormer Judge Niles was in favor of
placing all boards without exeeption in
the hands of the Attorney General,
sn far as legal business was concerned,
if the change was to be made &t all

The Secretary of State expressed the
opinion that the amendment was

passed at a time when it was suggest-
ed that the appointees would not meet
with approval. This was shown to
have been unfounded, he argued, and
this is why nothing is done by the
last legislature. The work of the
counsel ol many boards is such as to
take up so - much of his time that
oncentration into the hapils of the
ttorney Ceneral weuld Ye difficult,
~and
senator Maloy said that there was
. {fear of politice and that the in-
ction of voung lawyers into the
nt attorneyships of the state
would njualify and educate them for the
higher positions of government. ;
Mr. Ritchie agreed that it would be
advisable to concentrate and among
his possible exceptions were the Board
of Health, where special knowledge of
chemistry was required of the counsel
and the Public Survice Commission
and possibly accideat insurance.
The Committee on Amendment to
the Law desires to hedar opinions on
|the subject.




Governor Names
On Service Comiis
N
EX-BULL MOOSE I8 RECO?NIZED

Carrington Gets Place, Bui - Boun-
parte Is DroppedeJ, . Cariley
Keeps Game Wardenship.

Annapolls, Md., April 27. - Governor
Goldsborough announceqd tonight a lacg
number of appointments, most of which
Were to various State boards or the boards
of State institutions and which, in the
malin, were devold of particulay political
significance,

The most importaut position Slled was
that of Public Service Commissioner, and
he reappointed Albert G. Towers, as was
'a foregone conclusion. Commissloner
Towers Is now serving out the unexpired
term of the late Dr. Josbua W. Hering.
He will begin now a rull term of slx vears
Another sought after position filled was
that of State Game Warden. and here, too,
the Governor reappolnted the incumbent,
dames P. Curley, of Laurel.

There may or may not be gome politi
cal significance in the fact that the new |
appuintments include Bdward C. Carring-
tor, Jr., who is named as 2 member of the
Board of Examiners of Public Accountants,
and does not include Charles J. Bonaparte,
who is dropped as 3 member of the Board
of State Ald and Charitles, to which he
was appointéd two years ago by Governor
Goldsborough, aud of which he bas been
president.

‘Mr. Carrington and Mr, Bopaparte were
foremost Bull Moosers in the Presidential
campalgn of 1912, but last year they part
ed company, Mr. Carrington returning to
the Republican fold and Mr. Bonaparte
slaying out with many vehemen! expres
#lons of dislike for his old party

Lankford Likely To Go.

Next in interest are the three appoint
ments to the Board of Managers of the
House of Correction. The Governor numes
J. Kemp Bartlett and Henry B. Wilcox,
of Baltimore, and Hovward Adams, of Jes
Sups, in place of George K. Nicholson,
Thomas M. Purnell and Harvey . Mackey.
The new appointments give the Republi
cuns control of the bourd and are taken
generally to presage the displacement of '
Superintendent William ¥. Lankford. The
latter has been under the Governor's dis- |
pleasure almost from the begivning of the |
present state administration,

In detail, the appointments are as ol
lows :

State Board of Bgrher Examiners —A. (
Hoffman and . Henry Bischoff. both of
Baltimore, who are reappointed, and Max
Kunuvert, also of Baltimore, who snceeeds
Jdohn E. De Mott.

!

'F. Mathlas,

Btate Boara of DNental Examipers —Dr,
T. L. Mctarriar, of Baltimore, who suc-
eeeds Dr. T. B, Moore, of Rising Sun, avd
Dr. Harry Wilson, who 8 reappointed,

Roard of Electrical Examiners and Saper
visors — Joseph B. Drelsch, Arthur B
James, Joseph M. Zamolski, William J
Gray and Staniey B. Prather, all of Bailti
more and all of whom are yreappoluge

Bxaminers of Public Aocountants—CHf-
ton Brown, Edward . Careiggton, Jr., and
Edward Fuller, all of FLaltinors,

Btate Game Warden—James P,
of Le.urel, reapnointed. |

Directors of Home aad Tofirmary of |
Western Maryviand -Thomas Footer, John |
Keating, W, W, Hanle 11, A, Bachman, W, {
W. Brown, Hope Carleton and Jobn W, K

7. 2 8
Curley,

Young, all of Cumberland, all resppointad

Morseshoers Luther

Hosan and Fdward Poh. §
:
i

Examiners of
Emith, Dennis A,
ler, all of Baltimore

Teoe Direct House Of Correotian.

Board of Managers of {he House of Cor
rection—J. Kemp Bartiert and Tlenry B
Wilenx, f Baltiivore, and Howatd Adams,

Mackey -
Board of Managers of the Industria
Home for Colored Girls~ Senator John P,/
of Frederick, and Clifton ¥, |

Krehs, of Baltimore.

Lunaey Commission Hugh H
Young, of Haltimore,

Board of Examiners of Moving-Ple-
ture Machine Operators— Marion 8, Pearee
and Clinton B, Whitter, of Baltimore, who
are reappointed: and Nelson D), Baldwin,
of Baltimore, who succeeds J. Howard
Bennett,

Board of Examliners of Nurses—Ilelen (.
Bartlett, of Baltimore. who {# reappointed.

Publi¢ Service Commissioner-—~Albert G.
Towers, of Denton,

Here ¥s Boarvd Of Plombing.

Roard of Commirsioners of Practical
Plumbing-—Allen V. Beam, Joseph C,
Mitchell., Samuel ¥. louck, Dr. Nathan
R. Gorter and Jobhn E. Greiner, all of
Baltimore.

State Board of Pharmacy —Ephraim Ba-
con, of Baltimore, who is reappointed.

St. Mary's Indastrial School for Boys -
Joseph J. Janney, Charles R. Wileox,
John R. King and the Rev. Dr. Arthur
Chilton Powell, of Baltimore, and Robert
B. Dixon, of Easton.

Publie Library Commission-—Mrs., Char-
lotte Newell, of Port Deposit; Mrs. Ethel-
ine D. Oats, of Princess Ange;: Joseph H.
Apple, of Frederick, and Ogie Marbury, of
Laurel, all of whom are reappeointed,

Bonaparte Left Out,

Board of Stmite Aid and Charities—Dr,
J. H. Mason Knox, Robert Biggs and Dr.
Hiram Wonds, all of Baltimore., who sue-|
ceed Charles J. Bonaparte, Thomas V.
Richards and H. Wirt Steele, and Dr,

| Philip Briscoe, of Calvert county; Thos.
M. Bartlett, of Easton; Emory L. Cob-
lentz, of Frederick, and Willlam Levy, of
Baitimore, all of whom are reappointed.

State Veterinary Medical! Board—R, V.|
Smith, of Frederick; C. Willard Rings-
dorff, of Baltimore: Glenn W, Horner, of
Westminster ; G. . Grapp, of Port De-
posit, and A. K. Hagerty, of Baltimore, all
of whom are reappointed.

State Weather Service— Dr, William Bul-
lock Clark and Dr, Oliver L. l"ﬂﬂdf. both
of Baltimore, and Dr. W. T, L. Talllaferro,
of College Park, all of whom are reap-
woicted
: Inspectors of &team Boilers—Williain A
Brran and John E. Biddinger, both of Bal
timore, who are reappointed.

Examiners of Stationary Engincers—
Charles E. McCieary and James Gardner
hath of Baltimore,

Dr.
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"9moEs ARE SCATTERED'

\

Official State Boards Strewn Over

City As If By Winds.

NO SIGNS OF mrkovnm'r;
|

Conditions Have Been Growing|

Steadily Worse With Each Suc-|

cessive Legisintive Term,

When the Legislature was in session
last winter, Dr. George Wells and others
‘made strenuous efforts to have a bill
passed to appropriate $300,000 for a
State office building at Annapolis. The
measure also provided that the offices
of all the State officials and commis-
slons and boards should be loeated in
Annapolis, the State eapital.

One of the arguments used in favor
of the bill was that the offices of those
who attended to the State's business
were not only at various places in the
State, most of them in Baltimore, but
that in the city these offices were seat-
tered about in so many places that they
were hard to find. The statement was
not without truth.

Dr. Wells made a good fight for his
bill, but it was finally killed. The Legis-
lature would not comnsent, of course,
to make Annapolis the headquarters of
the Public Serviee Commission, for ex-
ample, much the greater part of whose
business is with concerns in Baltimore
or whose central offices are here:

Many Boards And Commissionas,

Much of the business of the State j
done by a seemingly endiess number o
boards and commissions, from the Board
of Public Works and the -Roads Com-
mission to the Board of Examiners for
Horseshoers and the Commission on
Practical Plumbing. Many of these
have been patched on to the State gov-
ernment haphazard by Legiglatures at
yarious times, frequently for the pur-

of creating new jobs to be filled, |
until the State government gomewhat |
resembles a Joseph's coat.

Probably not one citizen in 50 has
even heard of half of these boards and
officials and still fewer hawe any idea
where half of them are located. If they
were all brought together in one building
it would require a econsiderable sky- |
seraper to provide office accommodations |
for them, and the rent bill, which the |
State has to pay, is a lnrﬁe one, not to |
mention salaries and other expenses. |

The largest number of State offices |
and some of the most important are in
the Garrett Building, German and South |
streets. There are the offices of the Gov- |
ernor, the Comptroller, the Treasurer
and e Board of Public "Works, the
State Auditor, the Bank Commissioner,
the Fire Marshal, the/Commisgioner of
Motor Vehicles, the Game Warden, the
Roads Commission and its various of-
ficinls, the Board of State Aids and
Charities, the Live BStock Sanitary
Board, the Mental Hygiene Committee
and the Boiler Inspectors. The Attor-

-General has his private office in the
hﬂhﬂ and Guaranty

Service Hoara Lives High,

The Public Service Commission is u
among the elouds in the Munsey Builc{z
ing. The State Industrial Accident
Cmnmipuinn and the Bureau of Labor
Statistics are in the Equitable Building.
Over in the Courthouse are the Police
Commissioners, the Board of Election
Supervisors and the Liquor License
Board, all of them State boards.

In the Union Trust Building are the
Tax Commission, the Insurance Com-
missioner and the board for examining
moving-picture operators.

In the Brown Arcade Building, on
Saratoga street, are the State Board of
Health and the Advisory Board of Pa-
role. The State bacteriologist is at 311
Courtland street and the Bureau of Im-
migration at 11 West Lexington street. |
The Board of Undertakers has its office
In the Calvert Bullding.

At Johns Hopkins University are lo-
cated the State Geologist, the State
Wegther Burean and the State Forester
and Board of Forestry. The State Lu-
nmaey Commission has its office at 330
North Charles street. The Public Li-
brary Commission has its headquarters
at the Enoch Pratt Library. The Shell-
fish Commission is located in the Marine
Bank Building.

Others Have No Regular Offices.

There are any number of other boards
and commissions which meet at various
places without maintaining regular
offices. The board of regents of the
Maryland State University usually meets
in the Governor’s office in the Garrett
Building. There a®e boards of medical
examiners, including one for homeo-
paths, one for osteopaths, one for
dentists and so on. There are boards of
examiners for barbers, horseshoers,
plumbers, electrical workers, public ac-
countants, veterinarians, optometrists,
stationary engineers and pharmacists,
Every hospital, asylum, State school.
college, reformatory, sanatorium and
penal institution in the State has its
own board of directors. There are
armory coinipissions and boards galore
for every sort of thing. There is a
tomato weigher for Centre Market, a
State vaccine agent, inspectors of hay,
a measurer of wood earts,a State wharf-
inger and other officinis. The State
Board of Education and other boards
meet in Am::{polh and the directors o
the various educational and other insti-
tutions usually meet at the institutions

of which they have charge.




the Sta

d everybody except m benefici-

fies and the practical politicians, and

¢ from those whose toes are in the

7'” of the march of reform arenaturally
to he expected. A

The abuses pointed out in yesterday's
article on the needless employment of
lawyers by various commissions and
departments illustrate more strikingly
than almost any others heretofore re-
ferred to the medimval and inexcusable
character of our business management of
state affairs. And this is true because
the State and the people have gone on
record as formally condemning this abuse
by the adoption of a constitutional
amendment providing for its eradication.

In the face of what amounted to a pop-
ular command for the creation of a state
legal department under the Attorney-
General, in which all the legal affairs of
the State should be concentrated, the
last Legislature neglected to take the
requisite action, possibly on the theory
that a sufficient concession to political
virtue had been made by the adoption of
the amendment, and with the feeling,
perhaps, that a little thing like the Con-
stitution should not be permitted to in-
terfere between friends.

The result is that where the State
carcasses are, there the legal eagles are
still gathered together; and there they
will continue to remain, until the people
insist that the Legislature shall carry
out their orders,

We have heard a great many ques-
tions asked of Gubernatorial candidates
in the pending primary campaign, a very
few of which have been answered and
most of which have been ignored. But it
might be well for the voters in the legis-
lative districts of the eity and counties
to ecarry this general political catechism
to candidates for the House and Senate
and insist on definite answers with re-
gard to the reforms suggested by these
special articles in THE SUN. Quite al
number of heart-searching questions
could be formulated from these exposi-
tions of our system of mismanagement,
and the replies to them might throw a
very desirable light upon the sincerity
! and political affiliations of legislative
! aspirants,

Like the Gubernatorial ecandidates,
they are all doubtless inspired by the
purest publie spirit and the most altru-
istic desire to serve the people. The lat-
ter know how deeply all these gentlemen
love them and how anxious they are to
serve them, but the voters ought to be
curious as to details and as tothe definite
program by which public servants pro-
pose to demonstrate their affection, They
should require a bill of particulars from
all aspirants and put them on record as
to their intentions. The “glittering gen-
W h a gay doedm. and the more
; the




justly classified in that list. The sum
of $5,100 was appropriated for its sal
aries, office rent and expenses this year
Many of the useless offices in this State
were created for a special purpose—
that is, to give some statesman a job
But this board was not created for that
!purpose, The purpose was a good one
but it might have been seen from the
beginning that it would fail, and for an
obvious reason.

At the session of the General Assem
bly in 1900 the late Gen. Ferdinand C
Latrobe was chairman of the Commit:
tee on Ways and Means of the House
of Delegates. He was a methodical
man and was annoyed and seandalized
by the waste of the committee's time in
hearing appeals of delegations for ap:
propriations. It oceurred to him that
time could be saved and a better con-
clusion reached by having the hearings
during recess before a competent board
which could make some inquiry into the
nerits of the application and report to
he Legislature. He thought, good easy
nan, full surely the Legislature would
listen to this report and heed it. The
Legislature did neither. Delegations
sontinued to go before the Ways and
Means and the Finance Committees as
aforetime and made their appeals just
as if no Board of State Aid and Chari-
ties was in existence, and the Legisla-
ture made appropriations regardless of
its recommendations.

In the estimation of his constituents,
the usefulness of a member of Congross
is mensured by the amount of money he
can get out of the Federal Treasury for
expenditure in his distriet. And so the
member of the Legislature will suffer in
popularity if he fails to get appropria-
tions out of the State Treasury for the
hospitals and private schools of his
ecounty. The general appropriation bills
are usually formulated at a meeting of
the Treasury officials, the chairmen of
the Finance and Ways and Means Com-
mittees and sometimes the Governor.
They are brought into the two houses
and each member scans them eagerly to
gee whether his home hospitals and
sohools are in it for the full amount.
Many of them are not included and then
the work of amendment begins. Each
member votes for the gratuity of each
of the other members because he wishes
the other members to vote for his, and
so the total grows enormously without

any regard to the ability of the Treas-|

ury to pay_the moneyv approoriated.

'T‘l;is smn‘v difficulty, it may be remarked |
in passing, would make the so-ﬂ\“ed|
“hudget system” impracticable without |

a constitutional provision. It is true
that the Legislature might enaet it into
law, but would be most unlikely to do
so. and if it did the repeal would prob-
ably take place at the next session.
When the “budget” is brought in the
Legislature would want to put in amend-
ments, and no law enacted by the Legis-
lature can restrain them.

The best present protection to the
Treasury and safeguard against iNn-ad-
vised appropriations ijs the pruning
knife of the Fxecutive. In his message

to the Legislatare in 1882 Governor

Hamilton strongly recommended the en-
largement of the veto power by constitu-
tional amendment, 80 that items of an
appropriation bill might be disapproved |
without invalidating the entire bill. In|
1800 the General Assembly submitted to
the people an enabling act, drafted by
the late John P. Poe, carrying out this
| recommendation. It was ratified in)]
1891, but nearly twenty years elapsed !
before any Governor exercised to any
marked degree the power 80 cnnfvrred.'g
The late’ Governor Crothers began the.
use of it and cut several hundred thon-
sand dollars out of the general bills.

1¢Zv>vr\rnur Goldshorough has continued

the practice and it is to be hoped that
succeeding Governors will also prune
liberally. It takes moral and politieal
courage to do so, for the pressure *that
is brought to bear in favor of each ap-
propriation is hard to withstand.

It will be seen from what has been
said that the Board of State Aid and
Charities may as well be abolished.
When it has made any impression upon
the committees it has been by the per-
sonal influence of the secretary and not |
from his official position.




OW THE WASTE HAS MOUNTED

An Investiguntion Designed To Call
Public Attention Teo Some Glar-
ing  Absurdities In Maryland
Government—Methods That May

Be Remedied.

PUBLIC WASTE IN MARYLAND

There has been in this cam-
paign—and in others—much talk
by Gubernatorial candidates and
their friends about placing the
Btate Government on a “business
basis,” eliminating waste and ex-
travagance, and of the economical
administration of the State’s af-
fairs, ete. No one, however, in this
advocacy, has gotten beyond the
broadest and vaguest generalities.
No one has come forward with a
single conorete, specific, praotical
propogition, although such are
many and obvious. !

It is the purposé of THE SUN
in o series of articles, to bring to
the attention of both Demooratic
and Republican candidates, and 10
the people of Maryland, a number
of the more glaring instances of
costly waste and absurd exirava-
gance, and to point out the cppor-
tunity to do something real for
the State which lies to the hand of
the candidate or party with the
courage to act instead of dodge.

ARTICLE L

| At the outset it should be stated that
the object of this investigation of the
Stais's business affairs is not to muck-
rake the individuals now holding office,
whether they be Democrats or Republi-
ecans. In the main, they are decent fel-
lows and not responsible for the slowly
gathered conditions which have resulted
in such waste that the demand for
“economy and efficiency” is on the lips
of every citizen.

'  The object of the investigation is to
ascertain the facts which have caused
the waste; or, at least, those facts that
are especially significant or prominent;

_and having ascertained them, to present
them to the candidates for public office

.and to the public in general, so that
there may be a basis for intelligent dis-
cussion of the means by which “econ-
omy and efficiency” may be instituted.

e citizen may grasp conditions
more easily if he will picture a pyramid.
The base of the pyramid is the waste re-
sulting from overlapping and duplica-
tion of expenditures in the State
~departments. This waste is

| the most difficult to remedy. The lget!
. Be-i

ably the greatest, the most serious and |

:f the pyr;x::(: is useless offices 3
ween the and the x :
the waste resulting th,
ods, ete. i

State Wharfinger Does Ndthing.

To begin at the apex and work down
to the base, here is one State office that
has no duties whatsoever. The salary,
a_very small one, is absolute velvet.
That office is the State Wharfinger. The
incumbent is John R. Bailey, of Balti-
more, and his salary is $250 a year.

The important thing about this in-
stance is not so much the actual waste
(£1,000 for the four-year term), for the
absurdity of the Governor appointing
and the State paying a man who has
not even the semblance of a duty is al-
most funny enough to be worth $1,000
every four years to the people, assuming
they knew what was happening, and so

| had an opportunity to laugh.

The vital thing is that it symbolizes |
the conditions confronting the vitiza-nﬁ'
of the State. Years ago the State
Wharfinger was an office of some im-l
portance. Supervision of State wharves
in Baltimore rested with it and the|
collection of charges. Steadily its re-|
sponsibilities and duties declined until |
the present status was reached—that |

status, according to the State Comptrol- | |

ler's office, being that there are no State |
wharves in Baltimore except those
leased by the Pennsylvania Railroad
Company, for which payment is made
directly to the Comptroller. Plainly
there is no excuse in the world for the
State Wharfinger.

1t would seem that when the office be-
ecame, in fact, extinct, the Governor of
the State, who appoints, would have de-
clined to fill it. &hnt would have been
the rational thing—the thing that cer-
tainly would have been done in @uy pri-
vate business concern. But no!l 'Fho
office was an office and it could be used
to reward some one, and it was nc busi-
ness of the Governor, as political mporals
have obtained in this State, drastically
to abolish an office which had no work.

Vaccine Agent Useless,

The next office of the sort—very close
to the apex—is the State Vaccine Agent,
He is paid a salary of $600. a year and
his duties are to purchase and distribute
each year $2.000° worth of vaccine, for
the use of the health authorities. Dr.
W. F. Zinn holds the position.

Now it happens tgat the State of
Maryland is singnlarly fortunate in hav-
ing a State Health Department which |
is under the direction of such men as
I'r. William H. Welch and Dr. John 8.
Fulton, the latter being the secretary
and executive. Rapidly, in recent years,
the department has been brought to
high and higher standards.

It would be possible for the depart-
ment to purchase and distribute the
vaccine supplies in & much more husi-l
ness-like and thorough manner than a
single physician may do, giving, as he
does, but a stint of his time to the work.
And the department would not need
even an extra clerk to handle the work.
That means, in brief, that if the office
of the State Vaccine Agent were abol-
ished and the duties given to the depart- ‘
ment the State would save the salary
of $600 a year and would have the work
done in a more efficient manner.

The State Board of Health has fa-
rored transferring this work to it and
js perfectly willing to take éharge of
the purchase and distribution of the
vaccine, without receiving fthe salary
now paid the agent. Therefure, Bo
reason can be given for continuing this
totally useless office. It is plain waste.

Here's Where $10,000 Goes. i

There is the Land Commissioner-—an
office utterly unnecessary. Many years =

ago it was important, being & cowé

record and having suthoriiy for tae de-
termination o7 disputer. as to titles, "
It is now almost entirely an office

custody, having charge of .old land ree-
ords, the maps and records of the Shell-
fish Commission ete. The other dutics
of the office are to make copies of pat-
ents and plats. S 4

This office costs the State .p‘proxl-'
mately $10,000 a year in salaries. '
Land Commissioner, John J. Hanson,
Baltimore, is paid a salary of $1,500
Commissioner and a salary of i
custodian of the maps, ete., of the S
fish Commission., In addition to °

2,100 thus obtained the Lomm
receives one-quarter of the fees ch
for making copies of patents and 7
although, of course, the actual k
done by clerks, who are paid directly |
the State, as will be stated.
fiscal year ending September 80,
Lend Commissioner Hanson
$508.29 as his one-quarter of

The regular force of clerks
salaries are as follows:

Chief clerk, James W. Bl?. a
brother of the Land Comm ioner,
£2,000. :

Assistant clerks, Arthur Trader, ©
Annapolis, and William G. Dawson, .
Cambridge, $1,300 each. A e |

Index clerks, Dr. Martin W. Golds-
berough, of Princess Anne, & brother of
the Governor, and Charles N. Han
and William H. Leonard, both of Cam-
bridge, $1,000 each. i

In addition to the regular force ﬁ
clerks the last Legislature auth .
the employment during the present year
of two special index clerks, one at
£1,200 and one at $£1,000, 7

ft will be seen that, including the
paid in the last fiscal year to the 3
Commissioner, that officer and his -
ular clerks received $10,208:20. A
that the State received from the Land
Commissioner in that year 16,
being the fees of the office after deduct:
ing the Commissioner's one-qua .
These figures, of course, do not indicat
the cost of the office for the preset
figeal year, because they do not inelud
the $2,200 for the two &
clerks. :

There is no reason why there
be a Land Commissioner or why
should be so many clerks to perfol
work of the office. 1t is entirely
ble to give the cu-todl of the re
and the performance of the other @
of the office into the hands of

ther official of the State, such -
&m’retary of State. That would
nate the Land Commissioner's larz.
And if, while the change were bS;
made, (he force of clerks were 8o :
as to be proportionate
work actually neces
a further and consid

In order to abolis

the records, etc., m the ha
oth;r oﬂclhal.snn amend; :
made to the State Constitution.
office is ereated the Constitut
Such an amendment could be nitte
by the coming Legislature & roted ¢
in 1918,




£10,000 annmllf. )
The law provides that there shall be
a fire marshal at a salary of 500 a

ear and a deputy at a salary o ‘1.500.

Intil the present administration there
was no one else employed in the office.
| Now there is a clerk, also. G. Ed.
| Myers, of Frederick county, is the Mar-
|shal; John W. Famous, of Harford
| county, the deputy, and ‘“Bennie” Ap-
Jlestein, of Baltimore city, the clerk.

he salaries of the first two hove hor-n'
stated ; Applestein’s salaryis notknown. |
The $8,082.98 spent in the last fiscal|
year represents salaries, office rent,|
traveling expenses, ete, {

In saying that the office is worth noth- |
ing to the people of the State there is no
purpose to reflect upon Marshal Myers. |
| The office is worth nothing because, in the
nature of things, it has outlived its day,
'if it ever had one. Briefly, its duties are
to investigate suspicious fires and to
proceed against offenders. The facts
are: First, that the fire insurance com-
i'“"i" are keenly alert to all suspicious
ires and their trained representatives
are quick—far guicker than an inexpe-
rienced marshal, appointed for politi-
cal reasons—in getting at the truth
when there has been incendiarism; and,
second, that when there is reason to be-
lieve a fire was caused by incendiarism
the local prosecuting officer and Sheriff
are ready and {:lid to investigate. In
other words, the fire insurance com-
panies, who are most interested in pun-
ishing incendiarism, are on the ground
to run down suspicious cases and the lo-
cal officers are there to lend aid.

It may be said that some incendiary
cases are too difficult for the fire in-
surance representatives and the local
authorities, That would be true. But
the insurance representatives and the lo-
cal officers could do what the State Fire
Marshal now does when he has such a
case on his hands—they could call for
one of the city detectives. Very few, if
any, Important INVestIgAtions are mMAac
by the Fire Marshal without the aid of
a city detective.

Hard To Find Work.

Concluding as to the Fire Marshal, 1*
may be stated that every one in toue)
| with the officé knows that the men em-
ployed in it have little or nothing to do.
The work which they do could be lef*
undone without loss to anyone, anc
when they have worked as hard at it a -
they know how they are not kept hi'”
busy, Again, it should be stated th-*
there is no purpose to reflect upon M1
shal Myers. It is not his fault that |
has an obsolete job,

The instances of waste which L: 2
been given are not of great importa' ~»
in themselves. The total is only a few
thousand dollars. But they typify i
very plain fashion the much greater an |
| less  apparent waste which permea‘:
| the entire State governmental syst~in.
Another article will be given tomeorr
‘in which other rat-holes for the State .
!money will be pointed out. J. W. O
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As To State Ald Board.
Before dhcnulnt e futile cost of
the State Board of Aid and Ohariti
{:ldeo demands that an especial wo!
said in appreciation of some of the
men who have been members of this
board. Charles J. Bonaparte, Emory

L. Coblents, of I'rederick county; Dr. |

Philip Briscoe, of Calvert county; Wil-
liam Levy, of Baltimore; Dr. Hiram
| Woods, of Baitimore, and other men
|of that stamp are now or have been
{ members and they have given their
gervices freely in honest effort. Bat it
‘has amounted to little, for the simple
reason that the bourd has little or no
real power.

1t was created largely through the
efforts of the late Mayor Ferdinand C.
Latrobe; He was a member of the
House of Delegates in the session of
1900 and was one of thé Committee on
Ways and Means before which the va-
rious institutions came with their pleas
for State aid. General Latrobe thought
the consideration given these pleas by
the committee and the relative com-
mittee of the State Senate (the Appro-
priations Committee) was hasty an in-
adequate. Therefore, he urged the crea-
tion of a board to conduct hearings on
appeals for aid and gather information
lgnut the institutions appealing and to

report its findings to the succeeding
Legislature.

The board was organized and duly
performed its task—and duly was for-
zottens, When the time eame to make
appropriations the institutions promptly
went to the committees which actually
had power in the matter of appropria-
tions and the committees promptly
gave ear, Neither side bothered about
the State Board of Aid and Charities
and its recommendations.

Trivial In Practical Effect.

From session to session the beard has
asked the Legisiature for greater power,
and, in a minor degree, has been granted
some. In .tihe .l:ét f;mr yeiau itkhu
been 1 ve in seek to kee

lrd“gev?r l{utltudonl reeelni‘vin‘ al
g)m the State and in gathering data
um the varied social problems. But
w

all it has done along these lines
is recognized and
to be tri

appreciated it is seen
vial in practical effec
In a su
of State and State-aided institutions
will be discussed at some length and
ons will be offered. It will suf-
fice now to say that the State Board
of Aid and Charities is practically val-
ueless, that it is extremely doubtf
whether it could be developed to a point
of real service and that it should be
abolished and the money spent by it

saved.

William H. Davenport is the secre-
tary of the board. He received his posi-
tion after a competitive examination.
His sa is nﬁo There are two

one at and one at
$600. board spent $3,500 in the

N ),9/4

last fiscal year; it has $5,100 for the!
current year, , $
Prize “Joke" Of System,

The State Auditor used to be the
rize “joke” of the whole system. It
s a little better now, but it costs more
than formerly, and it is to be doubted
whether the increase in cost is offset by
the improvement,

The duties of the State Auditor are
broad: he is to examine alinost every
publie office which has financial connec-
tion with the State government. In
the old days hardly anything was ex-
amined, and those few that were thus
honored were merely scratched about
the surface. In the last two years or
so the work has been done with some-
what more vigor.

However, as the office is now or-
ganized and conducted there is, as there
always has been, a f deal of poli-
ties in it—which, of course, militates
against efficiency. Moreoyer, money is
spent for overhead charges—such as
rent, traveling expenses, etec.— that
could be saved.

The State Auditorship should be abol-
ished and its work pMiced in the hands
of the Bank Commissioner. In an ar-
ticle to be printed in a few days. which
will consider the Dank Commissioner
and the State Insurance Commissioner,
an effort will be made to show that
if the Bank Commissioner had charge of
the State auditing the overhead costs of
the present system could be saved and
probably the salaries of all the present
auditing force except one man,

Means $13,500 Expense,

The State Auditor is J. Enos Ray, a
lawyer of Prince George’s county. ﬁln
salary is $2,500. His first deputy is
William A Gillespie, Jr., of Balti-
more, a certified public accountant, and
his second deputy is Thomas J. Mum{
a storekeeper in Elkton. HBach is paé

000, ere are two assistants—-—

illiam B. Weed, Jr., of Govans, and
George H. Dawson, Jr., of Cambridge.
There also is a stenographer, -whose
name is not known. The salaries of the
assistants and the supervisors cannot be

t.
went article the handling stated.

Mr. Ray is given $7.000 to pay these
miltaﬂxinta and the ltf‘notrnpnor and m&-
y office rent, traveling expenses,
Hi- total allowance, therefore, is
for himself and deputies and $7, for
other expenses, or $13,590 in all.
ably $11,500 of that could be saved and
the work done more thoroughly if the
Bank Cemmissioner had cha?e.w o
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About all the average man knows
about the Oyster Nayy and its worth
to the State is indicated by the com-
mon assertion b{ tidewater men that
when the natural-rock oystermen make
up their minds to poach on lantin
ground or to destrov planting, they wi
do so! And it has been observed that
when trouble breaks out among the
oystermen the patrol-boats are sent to
the scene.

Study This Statement.

The Legislature of 1912 found it
necessary to supplement the regular rev-
enues of the Oyster Navy with an ap-
propriation of $15,000. A statement of
tie receipts and disbursements of the
nuvy for the fiscal year ended Soptem-
ber 80, 1914, as shown in the Comp-
troller's report, is as follows:

SOURCES, Amts, Aggreg's.
Balance to credit of oyster fund
October 1, 1918...00cuet aavinlotanis $,730.51
Appropriation by Chapter & of
15,000,00

From clerk of Circuit Court for
Talbot County

From clerk of Circuit Court for
Kent County

From clerk of Cireuit Court for
Queen Anne’s County......eeeee.

From repayment for one barrel of
oil returned

From dredging licenses

From oyster measurers’ licenses, ...

From oyster canners and packers’

HOPNSes. ....cocvnvirnrrnnen sssseerace
From tong and scrape licenses......
From Chesapeake Bay fishery M-

From purse net licenses.
From excess of general measurers

64,384.19

75,020.99

J. W, 0,

|
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This is an important poard. Its du-
ties are to protect the live stock of the
State against disease and to inspect
dairies, which means that it is char
with ardinf a large element of wealth
and the public health. The State gives
the hoard a large appropriation. In the
fisenl year ending September 30, 1014,
the board spent $18, 559.01.

Has $27,000 To Spend.

In the current fiseal year it has ap-
propriations amounting to $27,000, 8('
‘that, $15,000 is for border patrol, $2,000
for dairy inspection and $10, for
other work. To be entirely accurate,

e £15,000 appropriation runs from
A'pril 10 to the mext April 10, instead
of during the regular fiseal year, begin-
ning October 1 and ending September 30,

he board makes a report and all
that sort of thing, but no one really
knows very much about it. There are
two reasons, and they are obvious, In
the first place, three heads in an exeen-
tive office mean no head; in the second
place, per diem employment usually
means employment only when the bi)er
diem i= more profitable than everything
else, which, in turn, means that one
never knows whether he will find at the
office the member of the board who
happens to have the information wanted.
f One Responsible Man.
.. This office should form a part of some
-general department in charge of agri-
.pultural interests. To be efficient it
should have at its head one man, who
-would devote his entire time to it and
“be ru‘)onlible for it. 'That, if don
pro?lb would lead to very ma !
gaving in the enfndlmru of the hoard.
Approximately how much be
stated, for no one ean make compari-
sons as against the present three-head-
ed, sometimes-there and sometimes-not-
there dcép.mneut.
ik tatﬁ Vie'teriwh' 1:1 o&l,' I‘wnne‘m

man. He

. o ey

think h en
‘.‘m‘ few mont.gl, while the ioo\y&_
“mouth disease was u‘""‘“‘““n The
should he abelished. In
a $1,000 means either

Sxper m) e or no work to

t e is an expert.

"ﬂn truth is that usually there is not

& great deal for the State Veterinarian

to do. If there were & ent in

“eharge of agricultural the

Veterinarian’s

: be absorbed with minor addition

J. W. 0.

tate
1d
cost.




titution Lacks *Bred
- Practical Leadership
- Of Aiding Farmers.

@ [POLITIOS AT ROOT OF EVID)
e R 50 1

Bxecutive And 'l’en‘ehln‘ Stafl HJ-II’

« Blameless—Men On Board iot i
Intereated In Agriculture
Claims To Adequate Support Sane-
rificed.

THE MARYLAND AGRICUL-
TURAL COLLEGE.

This article upon *“Economy and
efficiency” will be the first of two
dealing with the Maryland Agri-
cultural College. The evil effect of
politics in the management of the
college’s affairs will be discussed
here and on Thursday there will be
something about the finances.

There scems to be an idea in
some guarters ihai the purpose of
this discussion of publio waste is
to lay the foundation for a new
constitution movement. That idea

‘48 orroneous. The purpcse of the
artioles is to let the publié have the
Jaots about a bad condition that has
been treated heretofore only in gen-
eralities. The Sun believes the con-
dition may be rectified almost en-
tirely by acts of the Legislature,

ARTICLE V.

Ordinarily waste of the taxpayers’
money is caused by multipl{city of offices
and extravagance. There are instances,
however, in which it is caused by sheer
inefficiency. That is the trouble at the
p land Agricultural College. /

' In speaking of ineficiency at the col-

B the word is not used gualitatively.

After all is said and done, the college

does reasonably well in its present field.
It is inefficient in that its work lacks |

breadth and comprehensiveness and

practical leadership in the modern agri-

}.I!wnl field.

| The executive and teaching staff is

mot to blame for the inefficiency de-

. -~ Speaking generally, they are

and earnest men. Dr. H. J. Pat-

late present of the college and

mow director of the experiment station,

48 & man of lofty character and pur-

and possesses a great deal of

bhard sense and trained ability. The

3 iz true of Thomas H. Spence, vice-

president, and others.,

P R—

.~ Blame Put On Trustees. .
* It is the board of trustees who must

i )e blamed. In the main it is a political
L board and its predecessors have been

loitical boards. Politics has entered
dnto the management of the school and
the injurious results have been felt in
manifold ways—in the practical man-
;-afement; in the public's attitude; in the
‘disposition of the Legislature.
he trustees of the college are Gov-

ernor Goldshorough, Comptroller Har-
rington, State Treasurer Vandiver, At-
torney-General Poe and Speaker Trippe,
?‘ officio ; Robert W, Welis, John Hu-
hert, Henry Holtzapple, Hamw P, Ski
per, Roberg ©rain and Herbert B, Get-
ty, ap by the Governor; and F.
gﬂrrol oldsborough, J. Harold Walsh,
William Stanley, Charles . Brooke and
Albert W, Sisk, representing the stock-
holders of 'the nlc‘) corporation. . The
President of the State Senate is a mem-
ber ex officio, too. That place has been
vacant since the election of Jesse D.
Price to Congress, It will be noted that
all of the ex officio members are strictly
political. Those appointed by the Gov-
ernor usually are members of the Gov-
ernor’s political faith.

Take, as an illustration of their prae-
tices, the recent action of the trustees
in electing Robert W. Wells, of Prince
George's county, as secretary and treas-
firer; or, at least, the board’s action in
trying to elect Mr. Wells, for Attorney-
General Poe has ruled that there was no

election, because the by-laws of the col-

lege were not com{lied with. Polities
was behind that. No one familiar with
this matter believed that, under the éir-
cumstances, the board would have
elected Mr. Wells except for politieal
reasons,

That is not said in derogation of Mr.
Wells’ ability or character. He is a man
of position, of considerable attainments
and of many attractive personal quali-
ties. But he is a lawyer in active and
successful practice in Washington,

Some Pertinent Questions Asked.

Does anyone helieve it is better to
have an active lawyer giving a half or a
third of his time to a position such as
secretary and treasurer than to have a
tri:‘in?ed accountant giving all of his
time

Yet, Mr. Wells was voted for Rg nearly
all the Democratic members of the board
of trustees. Comptroller Harrin
who #aid a few days ago that the State
had not paid enough' attention to it
agricultural interests, voted for him ir
the company of other Smith men and o
Lee and Preston men. Mr. Harrington'
name is not mentioned because he i
worse than the other peliticians; prgb
ably, Senators Lee would have voted fo
Mr. Wells if he had been a member of
the board. Certainly his supporters on
the board did so.

There Because OF Polities.
The truth of the matter is that |
board has men on it who are there |
because thei are at all interested in
l;ﬂmlmre. ut beeause of the accidents
o lities, There is Speaker Jumes
MeC. Trippe. He is on the board be-
cause he is the .‘(wnkor of the House
of Delegates. If Mr. Trippe's attitude
toward the Agricultural College had
anything to do with his selection for
the speakership, either in 1912 or in
1914, it escaped the notice of every
one. The sam» thing is true of Jesse
D. Price, who was a member of the
board, as President of the State Sena
until his election to Congress, and
State Tremsurer Murray Vandiver and
of Comptrolier Harrington. |
Instances of the inefliciency which 2=
sults from the nature of the board couid |
be given almost by scores. At the last
gession of the Legislature there w
a strong movement to obtain a con
erable "Y ropriation for the extension
of the college work. This was defea
very largely because the members
the board became embroiled in gon-
troversy. S
The consequence of ali this sort of
thing is that the money now being ap-
propriated for the college is not u':.flllﬂ
to the fullest advantage, in dg-
ment of every man capable of :
who is known to the writer: and it i
extremely difficult to get the average )
islator or the average man conctrllod'%i
yublic affairs to take a sincere i

n the college so that it may be n
means to attain its full measure of use-
fulness. )
Only One Remedy. i
There is only one way to remedy
conditions which hampe’;' the -
Agricultural’ College. That way
ganized and poxitive action the
ers and others imtgrested. 1
the Maryland Agricultural (%
continue to be:the victim of poli
personal prejudices, they can b

no broadening of the work.
This article has rted from
receding ones in subs =

med wise to call attention ]
root evil in the college’s affairs.
next articles will give the fae
the finances at the college. It
be for the citizens to determine whet
the great, if unseen, loss resulting
the college’s limitations lhln‘..

a 4

6



Clerks Are Employe
One Would Be Suf-
ficient.

Seven Oity
' Where

DISCUSSED

QUESTION LONG

ut Politienl And Personal Infiu-

ence Has Prevented Needed And

Obvious Reform = Someﬂ-ln.i

|
About Sinecure County Clerk- |
|

shipe. !

COURT CLERKS IN CITY,

From time to time attention is
called to the waste resulting from
having siw court clerks and one Reg-
ister of Wills in Baltimore when but
one clerk is needed. 1t always has
been difficult to make headway toward
reforming this condition, owing, in @
great measure, 1o the political influ-
enoe of those holding the offices or as-
piring to them. Another statement of
this waste is given below; possibly
the “economp and cfliciency” attitude
of the candidates and the public will
make it worth while.

Bome idea of the waste resulting
from tie clerk system in the oounties
ia given ioo. This waste is due to
the fact that many of the county
oourt elerkships are the most obvious
sinecures, the work being dome by
deputies, while the court elerk gives
practically all of his time to his pri-
vate affairs.

e

ARTICLE VII.
| There are six court clerks and oné
| Register of Wills in Baltimore, as fol-
' lows: Stephen C. Little, Clerk of the
Superior Court; Willlam ‘M. Carson,
!CIo'rk of the Circuit Court; John Pleas-
| ants, Olerk of the Cireuit Court No.
| 2; Samuel W. Pattison, Clerk of the
| Oriminal Court; George' Carey Lind-
| say, Clerk of the Baltimore City Court,

and Adam Deupert, Clerk of the Court |

of Common Pleas, and Howard w.
Jackson, Register of Wills. Each of
them receives a salary of $3,500 a year,
making a total of $24,500.

Of that $24,500 there is wasted an-
‘nually $21,000, for no sound reason can
be given why there should not be one
clerk at the head of all the offices,
which really are divisions of one office.
If every one of the present clerks were
_to die tomorrow, neither the bar nor the
‘public would be inconvenienced in the
wlightest degree, so far
official duties are concerned. If no

tment was made to any of the
‘clerkships for months, neither the bar
‘nor the public would suffer. The dep-
‘uties and the clerks would conduct the

! ing out its

as the clerk’s ||

S

now is ¥

aot even a little bit. .
Two of these clerkships were
| penigive Juxurjes for the

| They
| pay expeénses, including the clerk’s sal-
iery of $3
(lerk of the Cireuit Court No. 2, held
by John Pleasants, and Clerk of the
Baltimore City Court, held by George
Carey Lindsay. The State paid the
first office $1,124.07 to make up its
deficiency and the gecond $4,255.50.
Where The Money Went.,

Mr. Pleasants’ office took in $11,-
035.33 from all sources, fees, ete. It
paid out $3,600 for Mr. Pleasants’ sal-
ary; $7,885 for salaries of deputies and
messengers; $780 for extra clerical help
and $894 for misecellaneous expenses,
making a total of $18,050.40. It seems
a bit tough, does it not, that the State
should have to meet a deficit of $1.-
124.07 in the office’s receipts, when Mr.
Pleasants’ $3.500 need not have been
spent ?

Mr. Lindsay's ‘office hits the State
harder than did that of Mr. Pleasants.

It did not take in much more than
Mr. Lindsay's $3,6000. The total re-
ceipts of the office were $5,042.21. The
office spent $10,19 , of which $3,500
went for Mr. Lindsay’s salary; $6,5620
for the salaries of deputies, and $177.71
for sundries. It seems a bit tough, does
it not, that the State should
meet a deficit of $4,255.50 in the office’s

receipts, when Mr,

fiscal vear ended September 30, 1914.

Lindeay's $8,600
need not have been spent?

There is nothing new about the sug-
gestion that these clerks’ offices be con-
solidated and put under the charge of
one man. A decade or more ago the
Baltimore City Bar Association recom-
mended a very similar plan and had in-

troduced in the Legislature a bill CAarry- |
The meas-'
House, but was beaten on |

recommendations.
ure passed the
the third reading in the Senate.

The personnel of the bar association
committee which recommended the re-
form should be given. The committee
was composed of Edwin G. Baetjer,
George R. Gaither, John Hinkley, H. M.

Thompson and the late C. Baker Clot-

worthy. Certainly no group of Baltimore
city lawyers could be more representa-
| tive of the best thought of the bar.
It is proper to state here, and it is a
Rleuuru to do so, that not one word is to

| the elerkships. The bar and the public
which has to do with the offices are a
practieal unit in commendation of the
six clerks and the Register of Wilis as
men and officials. That is especially true
of Mr. Pleasantsand Mr. Lindsay, whose
offices have been mentioned in_particu-
 lar, and of Mr, Little and Mr. Deupert.
The eriticism is of the system. It is
| wasteful and it should be reformed.
and every well-informed man knows that
an devery well-informed man knows that
the reason reform has been blocked
political and personal consideration.
Amendment Is Needed.
| As the court clerkships, including the
| Register of Wills, who is the clerk to
. the Orphans’ Court, are offices provided
in the State Constitution, an amend-
ment would be necessary to bring about
reform. Such an amendment could be

State, accord-
ng to the Comptroller's report for the

did not receive enough fees to

000, The two offices were]

ave to §

Frederick county, $11,
George’s county $10,695.
‘ington county, §$10.551.82.
‘ties paid to the State the

sums: Allegany, $806.90; Anne
14
Washin

£1.888.796; Frederick,
George's, $536.78,
82 2G8.73.

$1.048

and

50, n{‘

e i - 7{3
foll i
Arungel
: Prinee’

This Seems Strange Too,

It will be noted that W,
county, which is next lowest
Arundel in receipts, paid eor
more to the State than an
others.
Anne Arundel
than Prinee George's, with
which it was practieally even
Itp ‘dﬁ;vex €):‘2‘QQ than

ad about

whie

ashington
to Anne
1miderably
v of the

It paid nearly $8000 more than
and over $1,700 more

both of

in receip!

d $1,400 more than Allegany, |

.0&0 more receipts.

the fact that Edward Os

wald, &
county,
life in the
ing court ci
uperior showin
Expenses

e and is a pra

of the court for Washington
spent a good part

R
o the

. Recelpth

is worth while ta give the :
and the total receiptr in some of

of the former to

In Caroline coun

nties, so that an idea ;:!hthgm

000 and thed
out of $5,927.65;

in Cecil,
3,000 and

and the deputies $1,
in Dorchester, thé eler

deputies $3,609 out of $7,
. Howard, the clerk and

ties $1,704.05 out o?afg%ulzﬂ‘ »
clerk 060

omery county, the
epugz- “.«ﬁ .70 out of
in Wicomico, the eclerk
deputies $2,764 out of
dition to the clerks’
aries sundry expenses are
in most instances,
There is not much
ecounty court clerkships were
business basis the total savi
State would be very appreciab
e
peogle have no inter
bt:?un the net receipts do
epunty government, :
the gtnb officials ;g c

e said in eriticism of the men who hold

| ments ao were

ley stivred thlng up.

agreeable and oing

disagreeable, he chose
Nothing For dinte ¥

A word should be said

c«t)u:.tyl:!emteu of Wills,

| O ving deputies

fices too. Down in

./ cording to the

As
his

| submitted to the people by the next !
.| Legislature. :

the deputi czet%' °£
e deputies ou
'698.51; in Charles, the eclerk

000 out of
kmiswnl
213.98;

‘doubt that if

rily are nceices b;

the latter. -

$3,000
08

put

y 10

o




s things now stand, the Register of
Will- .being entitled to $3,000 sa nr{’:ud
the receipts of the office usually being

| too low to pay him that, whether or not
| he has deputies, it does not make much
‘difference financially to the State
whether the receipts go all to the of-
ficial, or part to him, and part to his
eputies. There is nothing left over
'eit er way.
| The idea that the Register of Wills’
; office should be combined with the
' elerk’s is as sound as to the counties as
alt is to Baltimore city. If the combina-
tion were effected and the clerk’s office
t upon a business basis, it would be
onnd thlt the eost of a to the
Wills' w would
mnll, and the Sute probc would
m oone of the receipts now into

ln thia connection it
that many llwyu'l think (':?hm
(lonrt, for which the Bﬁi:tor
nhonld be &' hed and the
dn
wo dm the con-
of

lidation ot erk's and
lll-' offices. AR J.W.0,
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Maryland Congressman Promises To
Help Improve State Government.

COMMENDS THE SUN'S WORK

Wants No “Glittering Gemerality”
In Party Platform, But Definite
Pledges To Be Oarried Out.

Congressman David J. Lewis, of Al-
legany county, who is supporting Emer-
son C, Harrington for the Gubernatorial
nomination, was in the city yesterday
and expressed himself strongly on the |
subject of the wanton waste and reck-'

less extravagance in the State govern-'
ment as shown in the series of articles
on this subject printed in Tre Suw.

‘“Fvery man,” said Mr. Lewis, “who
has taken an active part in State poli-
ticse or who has held public office in
Maryland, has, of course, known that
there has been waste and extravagance,
inefliciency and unbusinesslike methods |
in_ the management of the State's nf-|
fairs. I do not think, however, that
any of us—even those who have had
the closest opportunities for observa-
tion—have realized the almost criminal
extent to which this waste and reckless
expenditure of the public money has
been allowed to go, until the presenta-
tion by Tre Sun of the facts in such a
way as to drive them home. I want to
say that in making this investigation
and presenting the result, Tar Sux
has performed a splendid service to the
State of Maryland—a service that is in
keeping with the high character and’
purposes of the paper.

Says Facts Cannot Be Denied.

“T'he facts as presented ean neither
be disputed nor denied. On the other
hand, they cannot but be admitted even
by the persons most closely affected.
Now that the appaliing inefficiency of
the State government and the sinful
waste of the people’s money has been
made so plain to the people of the State
that no man in public life can afford
to ignore the real situation, there re-
mains but one thing to do and that i
to remedy these conditions as speedily
as possible.

“My belief is that the remedy must
‘be provided by the Democratic party,
.as in this State, because of its peculia
i minke-up, the Republican party cannoi
be trusted to carry out a real and far
‘ reaching system of reform. My hope—
and I intend to do all in my power &«
bring it about—is that the Democratic
State convention, which meets in Bal
timore in Seoptember, will present

the people of Maryland as an integra
and vital part of the platform to be
adopted at that time a plank pledging
the Democratic Governor, the Comp
troller, the Attorney-General and the
Democratic Legislature to take up the
question of placing the State's govern
ment upon a genuine business basis and
settle it.
Wants Positive Pledge.

“I hope to see and will work to see
that this plank is not a glittering gen-
erality, but a specifie, definite, concrete
proposition, in which the party will be
pledged to abolish the useless offices in
the State; to wipe out the unneces-
sary State boards, the unnecessary at-
torneys to State officials; to provide a
sane, businesslike method of making
State approprintions, either through the
budget system or some other; to wipe
out duplication of work and expense
by consolidation of State departments
and offices where such consolidation is
logical and proper, and to reorganize
from top to bottom the State's govern-
ment so that the shame of such waste,
extravagance and inefficiency as now
exist may no longer rest upon us.

Up To The Next Legislatume.

“This will be a spiendid task for the
Demgeratic party and for the Demo-
cratic Governor. Much of 1t can be
done at the next session of the Legis-
lature by the simple expaﬂ'ent of pass-
ing through the House and the Senate
the necessary bills. ¥or such reforms
as require amendments to the Consti-
tution, more time, of course, will be
required, but at least the coming ses-
sion of the General Assembly can pass
the constitutional amendments and
these will be ratified by the people at
he next eleetion,

“The stinatioh—now that the facts
have been laid bare to the people, and
the material given with which to work—
presents a magnificent opportunity to
the Democrati¢ party to measure up as
the party of the people, and I believe
the Democratic convention next month
will take full advantage of the oppor-
tunity.”
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WZSTING FUNDS IR

STATE GOVERNMENT
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Departmental Office Space In Bal-
timore Costs Commonwealth

- About $40,000 A Year. ‘ i
S o S \

. FIRE PROTECTION BILL HUGE

“,l'sellted That Sum Paid For Of-
fice Rentals Would Go Far Toward
Oaring For All Charges On State !
Office Bullding And That Stu!ei
Should Arrange To Carry Its In-|
sarance. el ||

; ArTicLE No. 18.

The State of Margland annually

pends large sums for rent of office space
in Baltimore city and f&r insurance
tipon public buildings, and many of those
7’§o have thought about the expendi-
(ftures are inclined to think there is

«|®& large waste. They believe that it

t{ would ,be far cheaper in the long run

for the State to own its own office

A bullding in the .city .and to ecarry its
‘fown insurance, k

The total cost of rents for office space

in Baltimore city is approximately $40,-

000 a year, the details being as follows:
State Tax Oﬁuh_lhm floor in Union Trust

Commisai
L Trust Buflding.
u of Immigration, part of floor in Hoff-
Building. .... RS abesRn e avashicnoave ianesss
of

w_Inspection, part of floor in
Bullding.

............ Seerassraraiains g
.y
P

th lhonlt.L be
E is_paid di

L jptroller's o
' sun

$2,500 of its ren-
tal of $4,000 for rent for.the
of Pa

ces also are located in the Brown Ar-
eade Building, and $13,811.68 for rent of
three floors in the Garrett Building,
where are loeated the Sug ds Com-
nission and the Governor's, Bank Com-
€ 8, Automobile Com: 0!‘0!‘".
Auditor’s and other o 1s' of-

¢ should be added, too, roxi-
000 to cever rents of.errlom

is which examine app for
8, such as engineers, L3

verss 16,011.68

. ——
o X ——me—
)‘ﬁlu-uuouun..-u‘-'-.’.xx':x..;m

of lnte. Xour, per cent. on

,000. ‘That would leave the other
20,000—one-half of the rentals of $40,
000—for the refemption of the amount
the State would have to borrow. Ho
far wounld that go, bearing in mind tha
the Constitution provides that Stat
loans may not run longer than 15 years

The sum of $20000 a year ecom
pounded annually at 3% .or cent, for 15
years will amount to $3909.420, or ap
proximately $400,000. The same sum
compounded annually at 4 per cent. will
amount to $416,500. If the lower rate,
314 per cent., be takea the State would
bc able to save enough from its rentals
m’“gm'y off. $400, of its loan of|

500,000

"It thus will be seen thit the $40,000
a year now paid for rentals would pay
the interest on a loan of $500,000 fo

[ an office building and in 15 years would

redeem four-fifths of the loan. the rais-
ing of the other one-fifth—8§100,000-—in:
the 15syear period being trivial. Upmn
that basis it would not be long befo
the State wonld own, #bsolutely f«
of incumbrance, its own building an
subsequently, of course, there would

a large saving.

Efficiency Would be Increased.

The figures which have been given
take no account of the upkeep, mainte-
nance and other similar charges during
the .assumed 10-year period. Such
charges would be considerable and, of
course, would incresse the burden upon
the State during the assumed 105-year

riod in which interest and sinking-

und payments would be required.

But when it is remembered that dur-
ing the assumed 15-year perlod the pres-
ent rentals would care fo
sinking-fund charges, it will be seen that
the actual cost of the construction of the
building would be the upkeep and main-
tenance during the period; and it then
will be seen that at the end of the

riod the State would have its own
&e'“d with no costs whateveg except.
the tively minor ~ues o&p eep
ete. There would be no taxes, no i
t!e'h no linktl;lg-ﬁmd b:t be cared for.

e greater part

ouldl be saved.
res are predicated
upon a $500,000 pfoposition. As siated
before, an office building might cost

I more or less. A change up or down

in the cost would not alter the reason-
ing; it might make the burden upon
the State somewhat greater or less dur-
ing the 15-yesr period, but it would not
change the ultimate effeet.

Getting away from figures, it mng be

id that the ent tgr a State
a@' y -t ;

Thefé i8 to ba comsidered, téo, Hhe
increased efficiency which would come
from having all State departments under
one roof. How long ‘would the officials
of the Baltimore and Ohio Rail
Company tolerate a condition under
which the heads of the different depart-
ments were scattered blocks from each|
other? In the last few years the State
of Maryland ltllﬂ v\'nlv] a buli;.eu or-.

nization of very large B8co
vg:lumo: it is reasonably comparable to
farge corporations. :

Insurance Figures Incomplete.

As to the insurance charges paid by
the State, the exact figures cannot
given, because the State accounting sys
tem does not show the total. The costs
of eath institution would have to be
examined in detail, and thut has not
been practicable. . 3%8

However, the statement that
Comptroller pnid $11,466.
year ended September 30, 191

t that various institu

6&" an

rove, for. example, h

mimn of about §1,800 ,

tu $1 by purchasing a th
Jicy for a two-year remium.

g:ld pays about $1, a year
Agents' commissions usually

25 per cent. to 40 per cent. @

gurance premiums dnd the
t administration costs and profts

r interest and n

finding

y'ri-ter
years,

ven

termined to low Phila i

ample. It has set aside $1 000

laps to do so for a number of year

g\"han the fund has accumulated

compounded sufficiently, it is plan

do away with insurance in the coms

panies and ﬂ;vt' the $10,000 a year now
id in premiums. Pres i

‘m'l‘he Jute of Maryland could hs

‘afford to begin carrying its own in

ance at once, The danger——ra

(‘k't a danger, nevertheless—of confl

i mithtbubau dﬁ'aan

e en, \ ¥

) o it might well

f cars a suf
that in a “’inlnnd
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WAY T0 ECONOMY IS SHOWN| L

Abolition Of Sinecures, Centralisa:, ‘n ‘ﬂ’
tlon O0f Power And Adoption Of hold th - . »
Modern Business Methods Sug- Should Wipe Out Roe’s Office.
gent Means vi The Automobile Commissioner {1«
T § oA “, A. Roe, of Caroline county. His
Taxpayers’ Money. office should be abolished and the work
: g%t under the State Roads Commission.
16 st S B oo the eres | b saved, " The ecuive of Yoo Tond
seem o B
‘og lrdclu. :pon cconomy and efficiency | Commission could dc all the executive
:%esﬁnﬁ'm@:&‘ f SUBMATY | §'a tithe of his tune. | Probably if the
th Wl t wedlens | Automobile Commissioner's_office were
"“d o waste resulting from u placed under charge of the Roads Com-
offices, duplication and loose or obsolete| mission it would be possible to co-ordi-
methods, The lﬂiclﬂlvﬂﬂ’abl! have not' nate the clerical forces so that a con-

told the whole story. It is quite possible  siderable amount of the salaries paid by
that there is some waste iu the State 'the Automobile Commissioner could be
Commission,

of State Ald and Charities

cost t?te hs‘.“ m.)ﬁ(;o l;nhthe hntﬂml

| year; or the current year

have not been touched, but as most. gnd all of it is likely to be spent. is
3 ar tively new, board was created about 15 years ago

“hardly fair to eriti-' with the expectation that it would ex-

ald h 0 - ;amine the petitions of institutions seek-

ing State aid and make recommenda-

tions to the Legislature and thus re-

lieve that body of the necessity of hear-

ing the claims of representatives of the
institutions. The b%é’n membership
as

i

offices were: has included some of the best and most
. The! faithful men in the State, and it has

ley in-| done all that was expected of it.
‘However, the Legislature has ig-
nored its tn:::nmendnﬁou;d the
money n bzen wasted,
G Re | main. The board has collected data
. of in d‘m few yu: g:lt have 't‘ul“'
This warran e expenditures

th n’now constituted, the

work of the Automobile Commissioner |

|

E

l




article
07 Bureau, the State Sanitary
ek Board and the State Veteri-
were discussed. It was shown

g hat the Immigration Bureau received

A form:
w polluted the
" it was ch

'

the last fiscal year and has

J . the current onme. In the’
iperiod, $5,844, mote than 50!

t., when for salaries. This of-
‘burdened wtih salaried men.

a8 superintendent at $2,000 a

ar; two commissioners at §5600 a year
3+ a secretary at $1,200 a year and
¢ and stenographer. The balance
appropriation went for rent, pd-
traveling, etc. The bureau

ished practically nothing of

‘State Sanitary Live Stock Board
‘haphazard affair in charge of im-
interests.’ In the current fis-
it has appropriations totaling

0, of which $16,000 is for border

$2,000 for dairy inspection and
DOO for other work.,
members of the board in charge
‘this important department aye
P. Skipper, Hart B. Noll
Oharles W. Melville. They are
per diem of is esti-
1ly.
em,

biy makes for inefficlency. e

» not get enough te warrant giving

attention to duties,

) a year salary cost, or

1 b‘:.snld one man and

. to give his

uties. It might

‘were included in a departm
eral charge of the State's

gitural interests.

e State Veterinarian is Dr. Law-
wee Hickman, who is paid 000 a
b the foot-and-mouth epi-
Dr. Hickman earned ry,
under ordinary conditions he is not
ed. In the nature of things,

expert either is not an expert

rk to do, If there were

3.00

Vt a great part of its mone

ing engineering and other sub,
T culture, thus duplicating work
r done at other institutions ;

; and,
! its function

smeet expenses in the last fisc
the State Treasury had to pa)
them the sum of approximate ’

Attention also was called in this

ticle to the waste in the offices of the
county clerks and rs of ;wills,
Thm officials are allowed mlnr{n of'
83, a year, if the receipts are suffi-
clent, and most of the clerks get it, al-
though many of them depend upon the
deputies to do the work. The deputies,
of course, are paid from the receipts of
the offices, ost of the registers of
wills use all their receipts for their own
galaries and those of deputies. They
have deputies, usually, when there is
little or no work to do; as, for example,
in Calvert county, where in the year
from January i, 1913, to January ; A
1014, the total receipts of $335.92 were
divided to give the register §200 and
the deput 35.02,

The eighth article was a rejoinder to
Dr. 1. J. Patterson’s defense o
charges mnade agninst the Maryland
Agricultural College. The substance
the charges, the defense and the rejoin-
der has been given.

Ronds Board Toe Expensive.

The *ninth article had to do - with
the State Roads Commission, the State
Bureau of Statisties and Information
and the Ten Hour Law Bureau. It was
stated. as to the Roads Commission,
that five of the six commissionerships
and the secretaryship should be abol-
fshed, The Commissioners receive $£2,
ench, and the secretary $1,800. So far
as the Commissioners ape concerned, the
time has passed when a board is needed ;
one official at the head of the roads
work would meet present necessities. The
seerctaryship should be abolished be-
cause there are no secretarial duties of
un{ consequence to be performed.

n the State Bureau of Statisties and
Information, there are
nine inspectors appointed under the Fae-

jon and Child Labor laws,
each of whom is paid $1,000 a year. Most
of those appointed were named for
Htical reasons and not more than

ve

knows, the
complete never has been guestio
Where Effort Is Duplieated.
The reau was re-
ported work, but it was
ed with
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% would mean

three. !
The Bureau of Statistics and In- received $800 each and one ©
formation receives n];rroprlnthu for | $160. Allegany county, far In
factory inspection, child-labor enforce- rford, received but $600, which wen
37“ and statistical work amounting to. to two papers. The total cost of the ad- |
000; the Ten-Hour Law Bureau has; vertisement in county papers was $£16,-
an appropriation of $6,000. Frank A. 600. There were too many papers and
White is chief and Miss Anna Herkner each paper received too much money.
is deputy jof of the former; Miss In the city thopapeuwhlchadvertiled
| Sarah F. artin is at the head of the the proposals and the amounts which
latter. if they received were asfollows: Tae SUN, ||
The tenth article gave in degail the $828.705: the American, $828.75; the m&'
salary expenses of the last Jegisla-| News, $655.20; the German Correspond- o :
ture-——probably the source of the. most | ent, $655.20; the Sontag Post, #656.20; payments, from
indefensible waste in the State Govern- the Colored Man, $200, and the Mary- ‘?“ m
ment, It is unnecessary to give these land Voice, ! "A total for the city §:hm - tion
again and space will not permit. ‘of $4,023.10. ;:o :‘lg:luh..th ;
‘About five columns in THE SUN, closely It was suggested in the article that in- gasires to s oMoy
were needed to give the list of stead of ndvertising the entire proposals, oo teny b e
loyes. The total cost for the/ which are I worded in le i ohief clerk "
Senate, in which there were 27 mem- phraseology, the Attorney - General Treasurer Vi !
bers, was $75,080.32; of the House in | required to prepare concise statements oy epf t h'l‘: it
whieh there were 102 members, $181,- | of the purport o d elrno‘ﬂ. ' n
869,02, making a total of $206,958.34. take far less sp d cost gigtance f:‘g [21‘
The session in which this huge sumni | far less, Moreover, they would be read. necessary xamining s
was spent lasted only 80 days. It should | No one except lawyers and newspaper > 1
be understood clearly that the amounts | men. and few of them, read the long ad-
glrlen were only for the ger diem and | vertisements now printed. It also was
milea of"membera for the salaries of | suggested that all newspapers, county
employes,” of whom many were keep- | and citv. be required to give affidavits
e{‘a of the cloakrooms, day keepers of | that they charged only their usual rates.
{ e tpiletn, night keepers of the toilets,| This article also dealt with the State
eepers of the retiring rooms, ete, ~ printing contract. At present the printer
Big List Of Connselx: ¢ bids on the job without knowing how
The eleventh article gave. the list of {"“ iy %+ be. 3¢ Be
counsels tc th { loses 4 ’
with their the several State boards, | },¢yre and asks forrelmburlement.'rh
salaries, and pointed out the
increased offi inevitably tends &: abuse, for the printer
clency which § who has no poli eal pull cannot be sure
a State law | of reimbursemnt of loss and so is likely
of the At-/| to stay out af the ecmpetition, while the
ent to the | printer who has pull and who is sure
thority for | that he can recover his losses may be
0 rtment was extravagant and wasteful. The State
in 1918, but the Legislature of | should be reduced to
best known its of work and printers should be re-
t

for reasons
eaders, failed to enact legislation carry- | quired to bid so much per unit.
o is article dealt with the rou-

lngfIl t the intent of the amendment. Again, th
e twelfh gave a -tntem of the |tine printing of the several State de-!

is

astonishing waste in State p . It | partments. It was stated that in mnny‘
t in ad- | of the departments very Joose methods |

laws | were followed, it was suggested |
Legis- | that there should be some central colgi
o cheh | trol of this work, the total coat of wh 1

e - X la‘ some of the|is believed to be extremely large. |

others e entire $000, High Cost Of State Rentals. |
iln”l pa ‘i‘t:m d“‘g:,du‘l ‘,"1’06"{;; The thirteenth article gave the list
Joosl papers peteing O news: | of SENI Daid by the State for depart:
the Xm iy the elt,v‘. The Iamom\t

whil
ferent
$400
g, I e T <
an rrespondent, the News and |
the Daily Record-—got $5,482.20. The af the sinkin
city ‘upeu were required to furnish af- £ $£500.000 to eoutmcﬁ
3’.’:" ts that they charged no more than [Foi oy, rehase a State office building. The
ir regular adverﬁltn rlftee. Every || {terest and sinking fund charges would '

dollar of the entire $19 80, whether
e : st only 10 years, after which the sums
; mtcd ln the counties or in .the city, was : I uedd tlt?tid‘uln :ould b; xd.h X 5.;
This also ‘{jonly o onal charges during the
, = m:t;%w&l‘ Pt o od would be for maintenance
fon are submitted by the Legisla- Hf ; after the 15-year
the advertisement of them costs ap- and upkeep would be the
: ,000. When the L

Sprin ﬂme’.Am tum
2 sy
81.200; Springfi id
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OF THE STATE'S M
£ SUuN this morning publish
1 article. of the series dealing

e waste of money in the State gove

ment. The final article is a review an
summary of the thirteen articles that
|preceded it. It is worthy the atten-
| tion of the people and especially of the
General Assembly at the coming ses-
gion. It shows conditions which ery
aloud for amendment and shows how
the amendment ean be made.

State taxation is higher now, it is be-
lieved, than ever before in this State.
1t is true that a large part of this tax-
ation is imposed for the improvement of
the" roads and nearly ail the remain-
der for the support of the public sebools.

Nevertheless, every dollar that cai® be |

gaved from the revenues which come
from indirect taxation and the tax on
corporations would tend to decrease the

tox rate. Useless offices consume a vast

sum of money. The work of many of

the commissions and departments with

which the taxpayers of the State are
burdened could be given to other de-
partments and done at less cost and
with greater efficiency.

The party which will control the Leg-
islature at the session of 1916 will find
it to its advantage to reform the flagrant

_abuses and give such relief to the tax-
payers as may be possible. Above all
else, the usual loot of the treasury and
distribution of largess to ‘“deserving
Demoerats,” by placing them on the
payrolls of the two houdes, should be

disgontinued. s




'MAYOR PRESTON
/STATE .GOVERNMENT

As Mayor of Baltimore, Mr. Pres-
ton occupies a piace second only to
that of Governor; in some respects
his responsibilities and his influence
'are the greater. His statements con-
| cerning his own attitude toward poli-
tics is doubly gratifying because that
attitude is most unusual for Mary-
land politicians. His statement as to
what the State needs is doubly grati-
fying because the State does need
much of what he says and he is in
position at least to force aitention
to the shortcomings in its system of
government. ?

The idea of a new Constitution for
Maryland is by no means novel.
Every student of government knows
how complex and antiquated some of
the passages in our organic law are
and how much constructive legisla-
tion must be held in abeyance until
the way for-it has been paved by
amendment of refractory clauses in
the Constitution.

Much as a new Constitution is
peeded, we cannot agree wholly with
{ Mayor Preston in his opinion that,
'for instance, the present omne is re-
sponsible for the State Treasury’s
condition. A mew Constitution could
only compel men to do things which
they ought to do of their own accord
and which the present Constitution
certainly gives them latitude to do.

It is not the Constitution which
must answer for the fact that for
year after year the Comptroller's re-
port has been issued in a form which
defles analysis, which fails utterly
to disclose whether the State is run-
ning ahead or behind, whether taxes
levied for specific purposes are or are
not being used for current expenses.
The Constitution does not forbid a
budget; it does not forbid the Legis-
lature adding up the total of its con-
‘tinuing appropriations before voting
them. It does not ofder finance com-
mittees to work in the dark. or the
Legislature to pass a thousand and
one bills in’distribution of the State's
money when the whole thing could be
done in one well-considered fiscal

The Mayor would have a State
Board of Estimates. We already have
a Board of Public Works. There is
nothing in the Constitution prevent-
ing a Board of Public Works, of
which the Comptroiler is fortunately

'a member, from making itself thor-

oughly conversant with the State’s |
financial condition and needs or the |
Legislature from directing it to re-
view them for its benefit. The pro-
hibition unfortunately les in the
Board itself. There is nothing in the
Constitution requiring it to devote
t{ts energies to playing politics. In
fact, the Constitution predicates the
exercise of its functions for the good |

| of the State at large. This is all that

any Constitution could do. The trou-
ble 8 very far from lying wholly

' with the organic law. Most of it lies
'with a most unwholesome political

conscience.
It would be service enough could
the Mayor bring about a decenter

. conception of what officials owe the

State than now obtains at Annapolis.
There is no better use to which he
could put the political prestige and
influence he won last Tuesday than
in work to accomplish that end. The
News is very glad to see him turning
so quickly to it. Certainly the publi
and polifical indorsement which effi

¢iency has been given by this cit

must onen rAmm[mlis' eyes.




direct primary of today is not perfect
in its operstions; that ‘‘human nature
in politics” has brought out defects
in its application to our governmental
gystem, and that it may be open to
well-founded criticism in some minor
matters, yet there Is no denying that
it has marked a long political step
forward .and upward in Maryland.
The direct primary is an instrument
capable of being made of the greatest
good to the Commonwesith as the
masses of the Maryland voters come
to make proper use of it, and to cher-

/ish and advance its beneficent and |
principle of
placing the nomination of party can-

far-reaching cardinal

didates absolutely in their own hands.
That we have progressed far since
{the days when nominations for the
| highest offices in the State were made
{in back rooms at the dictation of one
|or two or three men, and when the
.lpeople were not supposed to know or
icare a continental about party plat-
forms or administrative prineciples or
|the personnel of the tickets given
| them to vote, is being made more and
jmore evident in the present cam-
1 A striking {llustration of the
order of things is seen in the
inating statement of the facts of’

: ing contemporary.
‘ides of these articles—that the tax-
,payers’ money has been and is being
wasted — s everywhere - conceded,
‘"Thousands of Marylanders have long
known just what has been going on
‘at Annapolls, and The News has
‘often pointed vut what was to be ex-
pected in the matter of governmental,
ineffciency and extravagance from
the ideals and methods of John Wal-
ter Smith and his lieutenants, ,
i For one thing, the direct primary
has brought them to a sirict ac
countability before the people in this
campaign, and it is interesting to see
the alacrity with which they promise
to do bettsr if continued in power in
the State. Mr. Harrington, to do him
credit, did speak in his annual report
and through The News some time ago,
of the certainty of a heavy deficit in
the State Treasury because of: the
reckless appropriations of the last
session, and he has been referring
daily in this campaign to private and

g

&

ieptember for the sins of the Smith
yrganization, His friends and back- .
wrs are just now plaintively confess-
ng their past misdoings and earnest-
y promising better fhings in the
wuture. Says the Salisbury Adver-
iser:

The thing for the Democrats to do is
o acknowledge the sins of the past and
yromise that they won't be gullty again.
.t the promise be concrete and definite,
ind let it be through the official body of
‘he party, the Democratic convention,
. . This is the only way that the Demo-
sratic party could face the fall elections
with confidence, for the pledgs would no
|onger ba the talk of one man, but the
volce of the party. It should be no
glittering generalities either, but writ-
ten plainly and simply in language that
anyone can understand and language
that {8 not subject to several iInterpreta-
tions. Consolidate all the offices possi-
ble to consolidate; do away with all the
salaried men the valus of whose serv-
jces are guestionable; reduce the num-
ber of men on the various hoards as low
as the work and duties will allow; make
no useless officebolders elther in the
Legislature or the State; take care that
the patronage distributed is needed by
the State.

For a plea of confession and avold-
ance the Advertiser, one of the ablest
supporters of Harrington and in in-

timate touch with John Walter Smith,
sets out: 2

The truth of the mngmh pil poli-
ticians, little and big, ocrats and
Republicans, have not felt that it was
unfair for the State of Maryiand to pay
hardworking party men for services
rendered.

And this is the contribution of the

' Kent Newa:.

The organization in Kent stands for




GET ROOT'S VIEWS-

;Soodnow And Griswold See
New Yeork Senator.

Com:hission's Head Tells Of The
Work That It Is Doing For
Reform At Annapolis.

:
In the course of an interview had
with him today by ‘a veporter for The
News, Dr. Frank J. Goodnow, presi-
dent of Johns Hopkins University and
chairman of the Democratic Economy
and: Efficiency Commission, gave out |
the ‘information  that he had con-
sulted Senator Ellhu Root, one of the |
greatest constitutional lawyers in the !
countty, in the course of the f‘om-!
migglo’'s work. i
\

Talked At Length With Root.

Do, Goodnew and B. Howell Gris-]
wold, “Jr,, another member of 'the|
Obrnlasion, tajkéd at length .with
Somior Root in Washington. on No-|
wmber"‘o "They éxplained to him, as
fer, ag they could. the situation in
Mgryland and what the Commission
hopes’ to accomplish, and the New
York statesman gave them the benefit
of ‘his advice, all of which will come
outyla.ur when . the Comh-lon mke.
ite g
' Senstor hot m puluant of the
lllqhﬂﬂl' Yori Censtitutional Ogn-
verition” and was interested in brigg-
ing about otttlln Legislative reforms
in his own State. His ideae, however,
while Indorsed by many thoughtfuf
citizens and @ portion of the press,
did “dpt make’ the scme lmpression
upon .ome of the politicians, and he
comild ‘mot accomplish all of the re«
forms ‘desired. *

'

&y Nsv Yorker Was Seen.

"Sepngm' Root,” sald Dr, Goodnow,
iy the ohly outside mair”of promi-
nence that we have conferred with,
and we goug ht him on account of his
great ghility dnd familidarity with the
subject - of .aegislative reforms, We
are; however, having the actlve co--
aperation of prominent nten in Mai Y-
Inpd.': and 1 think, all things consid-
eted, 'we are'getfing along very well, !

Afu:r Comptroller’'s Statement.
xn Hnr\ey 8. Chase of Bosten. |
a8 a financial expert, as i |
iy known, hds been retained
‘t‘hé ‘Commission, and has already |
 his exemination.  He is now |
remporarily It Massachusetts on an
impertant mattier, but two of his men
are at work here and at Annapolle,

“Mr. Chase hopes te get from the
! Comptroller a statement in full of the,
financlal condition of the State. Our|
idea, of course, is to discover just|
where we can find a saving to the tax. |
payers. Sorthething may be done in'
this way by pruning down cerlaln
eppropriations.

“Mr. Ritchie, the Attorney General-
elect, will report on a reorganization
plan, of the legal 'work of the State.

"Dr Flack, head of the Department
of Legislative References at the City
Hall, s helping us materially, He has
supplied considerable information of
the expenditures of the State Gov-
érnment as compared with the ex-
penditures in other.States. .

Dhouuing Budget System.
“The Commission is discussing the
best #ort of budget to get up, and,

believe will' be. valuahble. . Al
mumumeouw not indicate where
the pruning knife can be used justly

%tp tu greatest advantage q
saving ean be
:hhn are subjects for though

and mm and the result will
be given ‘in our recommendations to
the Legislature,

The next mooung of the Commission
whl‘be held on Wednesday, Decem-




Have Two More Details to
"Act Upon.

e it

The final two  important details
connected with the proposed state
budget syStém are to be settled next |
Wednesday aftermoon by the Good- )
now Efficlency Comtnission. These
points are: 1irsi, who shall be dele-
gated to prepare the budget for
presentation to the Assembly, the
Governor or the Board of Public
Works: second, whether the legisla-
ture shall have power to increase the
total ameount of the budget as pre-
sented 'AnH to Ingert new items or
whether the sole power of change
shall be to cut down the totals and
eliminate items,

Members of the commission said to-
day thgt these two detalls would be
disposed of at the meeting next week
and that the cammission would then
take up the so-called useless state
office, which will be recommended to
the Assembly to be abolished.

The unfinished featuree of the bud-
get system are the subjects of much
discussion, The commission, through
Harvey 8. Chase, a national efficien-
cy expert, has obtained eoples of the
budget systems of Ohlo, Illinois,
Massachusetts, New York and other
states. While the principles of these
systems are  practically identical,
they differ in many minor detalls.
Some experts believe the authority
to make up the budget should be
vested in the chief executive, while
others maints fhat some board,
such as the Boa ~f Public Works of
Marylanl, shou  dve the power.

The more imp ant feature, hows-,
evu:hi: the quest.on of what author-
ity 1l be:vested fa the legislaturs
to make naﬁn-hm . There
hume officials say, for

jegisiation which would place the As-
| sembly in a position similar to the
| City Council of Baltimore in the con-
jdderatlon of the municipal budget.
| The Council has suthority to olimi.
| nate itemg included in the budget by
the Board of Estimates, but no power
to 'increasa the included amounts or
to insert new .items. There is some
opposition to this plan for the Assem-
bly, however, the argument being
that the legislators should have equal
suthority with the Governor or the
Board of Public Works to create |
| items for the budget. This would |
make the latter hardly more than a
preliminary report by the executive
to the legislatite department.




0 M. A. C. CRITICISMS

Inlei'tt Advertisement Defending
Work And Methods Of College
Park School.

EVASION OF ISSUE, SAYS J. W. 0.

Does Not Discuss Charges Made In
Articles In The Sun That Politics
Andl Poor Financial Management
Are Apparent In Administration
Of The Institution.

ARTICLE VIIIL.

Dr. Harry J. Patterson, of the Mary-
land Agricultural College, adverflses in
Tar SUN today an answer to the eriti-
eisms of the college made in two of the
articles in the “economy and efficiency”
peries.

After stating that it usually is diffi-
gult to measure the results of education
fn concrete terms Dr. Patterson says
that fortunately for the agricultural col-
lege, it is able to cite certain specific evi-
dences of the value of its work.

He then states that a Worcester
sounty fruit grower neglected the advice
»f the college for two years and lost his
wops, but in the third year accepted the
swllege's. advice and netted $25,000 on
sis erop; that the next year a Harford
wunty fruit grower followed the eol-
lg'l advice and did well, and a Car-
soll county dairyman {nereased his prof-
Its in one year $300 by spending $30 for
testing his cows. Dr. Patterson, says
these are “typical examplesof thousands
»f instances in which concrete, practieal
peturns have been brought to the farm-
ers of every county of this State, di-
rectly through the helpful teachings of |
the college.” |

Cites Corn Increases. i

He follows with a statement that the
average yield of corn per acre in Mary-
jand in the last 13 years has exceeded ,
the yield of the preceding 13 years
by 7.85 bushels per acre. And, after
stating the work of the college and ex- |
periment station, he implies that the |
eollege is largely responsible for this. |

He then proceeds to discuss the work
of the college proper. First, he refers
to the Federal appropriations and quotes
from letters written by the late Sen-
ator Justin 8. Morrill to show that
‘the appropriations in_the bills bearing
his name were intended to be used in

rt, ot leasy, for engineering train-
E&‘Dr. Patterson next discusses the

rgic attitude which prevailed for
rs toward agricultural train-
and says that it has only been
the “work of the colleges and

t stations t::t the interest in

m,

Bae Boen sbn
legiate departm
to the meagre acquirements
high school students applying for ad-|
mission. He states that it is tioped to!
abandon this subcollegiate department '
ghortly beeause of the advapeing stand-
ards of public education. He follows
with this statement of the roster of the,
school: The student enrollment for the |
ast year totals 650, classified as fal- |
wa:
Q—Colleﬂate students.. ...
—Bubcolleginte students.
C—Unclassified students.
D—8hort course students
E-—S8Summer school (1815) .
F—Postgraduate ~...»

PNRRL" ook 5 5 a3 ol e Pt

This enrollment is &nalyzed by Dr.
Patterson as follows: Olass A, T8
cent. arepursuing agricultural subject
and 27 pe rcent. nonagricultural sub-
jects; Class B, courses not selected;
Class C, majority tsking agricuiture; )
Class D, all taking agriculture, aad Class
E, taking agriculture, pedagogy and do-
mestic science. ‘

Dr. Patterson then gives & gtatement
of the receipts of the college, exclusive
of about MOOO received from students,
which, he says, is devotedtopaying their
Nving cxpenses, and makes & eomparison
of these receipts with those of agricul-|
tural colleges in other States.

Jext comes i summary of the new
activities of the college during the last
two days, which are as follows: Add- |
ing of courses in agricultural education
and engineering education for teachers,
adding of courses in canning, baeteriol-
ogy and rural engineering and a short |
court in road-making, introduction of |
gummer school for rural school teachers,
propnr{ng of lessons in voecational edu-
ention for use in publie schools, corre-
gndenee courses in nature of “farm |
helps” for farmers, ministers’ rural life !
and every-day life, systematic publicity, |
articles being regularly pub ished in
cotinty newspapers, co-operating with
banks and in sending out farm helps
to depositors, mupcrntinf with the Bal- |
timore eity government in giving syste- |
matic help to residents in protecting and
improving lawns, trees, ete., inaugura-
tion of regular extension service in agri-
culture and home economics, consolida-
tion and systemstization of college and '
experiment station libraries, conntmc-‘

e AR

tion of new buildings and inauguration
of farmers’ day.

Defense “Wilderness Oof Detall.”

Dr. Patterson’s defense of the Mary-
jand Agricultursl College consists in a
wilderness of detail which might be}
valuable if it were as ingenuous as it-'
js ingenious. In order intelligently to;
consider it as an answer to the two
rticles which appeared in The Sun
ast week, it is necessary to recall the
pubstance of those articles.

The first article charged that the
board of trustees of the college are al-
most constantly enmeshed in politics

u:.li;e. the college has

The second article charged that the
college suffers (1) from a bodge-podge
application of its finances and (2) from
frdequate funds. And it stated that|
the first ':ld. the greater e‘elvil: becan.:::g

priat. een u !
rm of the eollexe'l!
duld bave been such
would have bectiu

nal’

1t was stated that the coll authori=
ties clnim that they must main the
pan agricultural departments because:
of provisions in the federal acts of ap-
propriations; but it also was sta *
gn able lawyer had nestioned
ness of the authorities’ interpre
the act. And it was further sta ed
d(-n{\hv the authorities’ view as to the
inelasticity of the Federnl aets
refence to abolishing the e ;
departments at the college, the acts g
been found sufficiently elastic to permit
the college to designate the Princess
Anne department of Morgan Collega a8 |
its Fastern Branch and to pay over tolti

n part of jits Federal appriprigtions
Morgan College, it should be understood,
{s a school for negroes.

. First Article Recalled.

Now as ta fhe first article, W
charged that the trusiees play !
and that the college has been red
therchy, Dr. Patterson Says
word about that in his deiawe.;!
reason is simple. Dr. Patterson kno
that the work of the trustees has ree
with politics; he knows that there was
gubstantial political division in AT
when he was elected president *a
two years ago, for example. ;
knows, as well as any one in the world,
that the recent fight over the
of a seeretary an treasurer—the .
ness man of the college—was a poli
fight of the baldest character,-

As to the charge in the second article
that the receipts of the college arve aAp-
plied in hodge-podge fashion and that
his evil is the root evil of the college—
yr. Patterson does not discuss t ox-

t in the briefest and vaguest
nasmuch as that is the question at
pue, so far as the article in THE Soux
concerned, it will be considered again &t
this time. But for the sake of

ts of special pleading .
H lenon will be dlnpg;d of fir

year &
that thé néxt
fruit grower too!
lege and did proportionate
g0 on. Dr. Patterson says
sitynical examples.”
As To Fruit Growers
The Worcester county fruit
is Senator Orlando 5
the large Harrison nurseries:
}lq:fd f;h:f ad(;'ice of thu t:glllege n 1913
e arford ceunt t grower
Gen. Murray V-nd{'u,
the State, chairman of the Demoe
State Centrai Committee and & m
of the board of trustees
nefit y taking college's
The question iz wh r the E
and Vandiver instances are

They are not *

are the most lated ex

agingble. Right there is the

cocoanut. ; Pi
i




The ‘Agricultardl College has been in
existence a half ecentury or more; it
has spent thousands and tena of thouw
sands and hundreds of thousands of dol-
Jars, but it had not enough of the con-
fidence of the farmers of this State to
persuade Senator Harrison to follow its
advice until after his crop had failed
twice; or to persndde General Vandi-
ver—who has been one of its trustees
for years—to follow its advice until the
i}mr following that in which Senator

arrison took & chance. And thosé
years were but two and one ‘ago, re-
spectively.

“Typical examples,” indeed! Does
anyone suppose, if the eollege through
{its many years had won an authorita:
| tive position with the farmers and had
done efficient work in many instances, |
that two such advanced farmers as Sen- |
ator Harrison and Genperal Vandiver|
! would have endured orfﬁm failure nfteri
crta» failure before taking its advice.
. Of course, the ecollege did good work
in these two instances, Of course, the
character of the work it did has been
proved good, time and again in all parts
of the country. The whole point is
that the Agricultural College has not
been enough of an agricultural college
to win the confidence of the mass of

the farmers of this State in such |

matters,
More Light On Cora Crops.

Dr. Patterson’s implieation that the
college and experiment station are re-
sponsible for the increase in the pro-

uction of corn is disingenuous. He
knows very well that numerous agen-
cies—public and private—have con-
tributed to that advance in agriculture
| His work probably helped, although his
i speech before the last Legislature sug-
' gests that he does not think his experi-
ment station has done all that it might
"have in the way of increasing corn pro-
duetion. Dr. Patterson then said:
¢ "By the expenditure of from £5,000
to $10,000 per year for five years for
conducting demonstrations and investi-
gations in corm growing the average

eld could be increased to at least 40 .

hels
would

r acre. This small increase
ve an annual return of over
$3,000, to the farmers of this State,
or over per farm.”

Consider now the gquestion of the ap-

tion of the college's finances, as

by Dr. Patterson. The point

e l? everyone who looks into the af-

of the agricultural college is that it
g‘wntoful and foolish to have engineer-
g departments there when the State
has given $5600,000 to Johns Hopkins

University to establish a great school of
technology, and that the money given
to the Agricultural College should be

for agricultural training.
| How does Dr. Patterson meet that?
,pb‘ by &notﬁng letters written by

mr d Senator Morrill, whose

and work were in another era-

. Senator Morrill, having indicat
‘general terms hgnt the purpose

; a g name was to pro-

‘mot &mniul arts as well upu-
- . Patterson re-

may

“of money the State
ther schools for such de-

"7 Indlontes Warped Reasoning.
{ Nothing could indicate better the

wa , self-centred reasoning which has

‘dominated the affairs of the Maryland

Agricultural College. Not a sign of an
effort to co-ordinate its work with that
of other State institutions. Not a sign
of* an effort to show the Federal authori-
ties the recognized unwisdom of the pres-
ent applieation of Federal money and to
remedy that evil, as an able lawyer has
suggested that it may be. “It can't be
done !” Such is the attitude.

The underlying reason for this may
be found in a paragraph in the next
gection of Dr. Patterson’s defense. He
says:

“The policy of the college is to offer
instruction in the four-year courses of
a grade consistent with the dignity of
a State college.”

There it is! *“Dignity of a State col-

i
{lege!” Not what (ﬁ)ﬂﬂ the State need;

not how can we fit in with the State's
other educational endeavors; hot what
will promote the broadest agricultural

‘edumtinn among the men in the field;

not any of that, but “di nit,y"!
. Consider next the college’s roster to

| determine how many of the students

|in the collegiate department are taking
| agriculture. Dr, Patterson, by piling
in short-course students and summer-
gchool students, arrives at the some-
what imposing total of 6569.

But go into his figures a bit deeper
and see what is to be seen. The regu-
lat students are as follows: 225 colle-
giate students, 60 subcollegiate students
and 10 unclassified students, a_total’ of
300. Of the group of 15, so Dr. Pat-
terson says, “‘the majority” are taking
| agriculture. He does not say specifical- |
'ly how many. As the group is nmall.‘
|it may be disregarded. In the other |

oQn
itwo groups are a total of 285, How
i many are taking agriculture?

Ofythc 225 collegiate students 73 per
cent., or 164, are taking agriculture; 27

r cent., or 61, are not. None of the
88 subcoileginte students is not taking
agriculture. That means of the 285 stu-
dents in question—practically the whole
regular student bedy—164 are taking
agriculture and 121 are not. An ex-
cellent showing for an agricultural col-
lege, is it not?

Not On Basic Question.

The next part of Dr. Patterson’s de-
fense deals with the activities started
in the last two years. While the list
rather reminds one of the list of ills
curable by a popular patent medicine, !
there is no disposition upon the part o
the writer to decry them. They are
rood. But they are the very minor
phases of an agricultural college's work;
they are the college's “seintillations”
and have nothing to do with considera-
tion of the basic question of whether
the Maryland Agricultural College is
serving efficiently the needs for thor-
ough agricultural edueation, whether it
is using the money given it strictly to
that end. f course, it has a Young
Men's Christian Association and so on;
what college has not?

e other matters discussed by Dr.
: rson, fertilizer tests, ete., really
have nothing whatscever to do with the
question of the efficiency of the zollege
and it would be futile to waste time and
space in discussion of them.

|

Now to get back to the main
tion raised in Tug BUn’'s Irtl:m. !
assertion was made that the ege
spending its jnoney in a hodgepodge wa
that is, it i nronding a groat deg 1y
departments that are cared for ot
institutions and should be eared
there, while it is neglecting its primar
work of agricultural education. Not on
word has been said by Dr. Patterson
refutation of that. In faet, he admit
and enters a plea by way of confessic
and avoidance.

Dr. Patterson’s defense is othe
devoted to extolling the work of the
lege as it is today, and an attempt to
vince the people that it is now an ins
tution of genuine service. The :
will rest, as to this, by quoting
the speech made by Dr, Patterson w
he appeared before the last 3
in mp‘)ort of a measure tc give ti
lege a larger appropriation. Dy, |

| son snid : :

i

“This measure is intended to bre
the scope of the work of the [ar: In
Agricultural College in order a
it an institution of real :
State. Its work should be m to rf
ia.ndd help the 50,000 farms Y

n ."

The italics are Dr. Putterm’% :
J. W,
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COMMISSION PLAN STIRS

Harrington’s Suggestion For Demo-
cratic Oonvention Discussed.

JOSEPE D. BAKER APPROVES IT

|
Mayor Preston Objects, Saying Prov-

inee Is That Of Governor, Attor-

ney-General And Comptroller,

The suggestion from Comptroller
Tmerson C. Harrington, candidate for |
she Democratic nomination for Gov-
srnor, that the Democratic State Con-
Yention name a commission to study the
aroblem of useless offices and waste in
she State government—the commission
to report to the next gession of the Leg-
izslature in January—was discissed gen-
erully yesterday and was approved by
most of those who considered it.

Few of those interested in the reform
doubt the wisdom of having a eommis-
slon to investigate conditions and to
formulate a comprehensive plan of re-
organization and reform. It seems to be
helieved by nearly all that the best and
most lasting results cidn be rasonably
assured enly in that way? Otherwise, it
is argued, there is serious danger efl
hodge-podge, cateh-as-catch-can efforts |
at reform, even though those making
them be entirely sincere.

: pPersonnel Important Part.

And thost of those in favor of a com-
mission appeared to think that the Har-
rington plan was good in its general
outline, especially in that it promised
quick results. The big thing to be cer-
thin of in connection with the plan, it
was pointed out, would be the personnel
of the commission. If the men named
by the State comvention were of unim-

eachable standing and recognized ‘abil-

ty the people of the State would take
the naming of them and their work at
face value; if they were not such men—
if they were men who had been very
close to political management or. very
close to tg: conditions needing reform—
naturally the very naming of them
would be accepted as an evidence of in-
sincerity. ‘

Those in favor of the Harrington plan
made the point that the Democratic |
State Convention would not dare name |
any other thun the highest type of men.
They reasoned that the charaeter and
ibility of the men named would be
aken as an index by the people of the
. sem] worth of promises of reform and
that the Democratic leaders would real-
ige it full well and would not take the

[ est chance of disappointing the
nry of the State.
er

int was made by the ad-
he Harrington plan, to as-
honest, treatment of the problem.

g was that notwithstanding the naming
a commission, the candidates for

! ernor, i both
blican parties, be

0
tes of

e Democratic and
Teq

Baker Agrvees With Comptroller.

" Joseph D. Bnker, who was the first
man publicly to suggest a comm
whose suggestion was gmended by

r. Hsrrington, accepted the latter's
fden. He snid that plainly it would
be far better to have the commissiou
named in time to report to the next Leg-
fslature than to have it named by that
Legislature to report, in the main, to
the Legislature of 1918,

Mayor Preston took a stand daring
the day against a commission. He gave
out a statement in which he made no
reference to the Harrington plan, but
discussed Mr. Baker's suggestion in
some detail. The Mayor's idea is that
the Governor, Attorney - General and
State Comptroller, to be elected this fall,
shonld be depended upon to whip the
reforms intoshfipe.

Senator- Blair Lee, who is opposing
Mr. Harrington for the nomination, was
in Queen Anne’s county yesterday with
his running mates, State Senator wil-
liam Milnes Maloy, for Attoraey-Gen-
eral, nnd William B. Copper, for State
Comptroller. It was impossible to ob-
tain a statement from Senator Lee
about the Harrington Ylan. becanse he
was “‘on the jump’” all day campaign-
ing. He is expected to be in the city to-
day and may have something to say.

Mr. Baker, in discussing the Harring-
ton plan last night, said:

accept Mr. Harrington's amend-
ment, and do it very gladly, for it would
mean the saving of two years and all
the waste and useless éffort that would
be expended in that time, and would,
consequently, save that much of the
taxpayers’ money. I suggested the ap-
pointment of a commission to study the
emiroﬂgnruhlem of doing away with use-
less offices and systematizing the State’s
expenditures, because I, as well as any
thoughtful man, realizes that it would
be practically impossible for the Legis-
lature to do that work itself. Itis work
that will require time and study and ab-
solutely disinterested effort and it is a
task worth the best brains in the State.

Warns Against Partisanship.

“1f the Democratic convention is com-
posed of men broadminded enough to
rise above purtiunushi{: and appoint a
commission that will have no political
tinge, and be composed of men in whom
the entire State will have confidence to
make plans for putting the State on &
basis of economy and efficiency, then I
think it would be dmirable thing for
it to do. But should appoint a
purely partisan commission, com
of officeholders, orgprospective o old-
ers, it would immediately be discred-
fted in the minds of the people, and it
would fail of its purpose. No better
plan to disgust the people could be de-.
vised than that, and no better plan could!
be adopted to jeopardize the succesy of!
the Democratic party in the coming elec-
tions, ar to convict it of insinecerity and
bad faith. And when I say these thin,

1 am speaking as a Demccrat interested
in the success of my party. But I am
a Demoerat who belie that o
sincerity and absolute play is the
best policy in polities as it is in bud-!

nes

“Tf the convention should
to appoint a commission, th
sion ought to be remo as far from
solitics as possible, it should be non-
solitical, and there should

be no
jraphical distinction drawn T:m expe!
%s composition. Th and ablest

men in the State sh
the work, irrespecti
or their ce,

that if a party conventisn %
able to rise furyemth
ship to appoint such a con
members of the commission
lutely ignore possibilities
vantage and work scle

ests of the people of g
monwealth,

“Best Work Party Conla

“As a matter of fact this
very best work the Demcerat
could do, aud the accomplish
such a commission would mean
the l?‘mtlf- t.hmlw the work of the
or the Legislature. The T
Maryland would be glad !::6& 1
guch a commission, for it would b
opportunity for them to do sm
unparalleled in the State's history.
convention weuld only have to'n
men it wanted, and no man
name of Marylander, no matter
his polities, would refuse to serve. n
if such a commission  should be aps
imlnh‘d. it could do more to put Mary-
and to the front as a model State '
all other agencies now existing in H#
land combined. 7

“If the State convention takes nd
netion as Mr. Harrington recomm
it should pledge its nominee for m
ernor and the Democratic members of |
the Legislature to the ratification of §
nppm%tmem of‘the (f‘.ommlnlon at
very firast meeting of the Legislaturs,
:m.(f it should also pledge the mem
of the Legislature to make an hnw
ate appropriation fo rthe n ex
penditurés of the commission, a
ing it tp employ such expert ho? as
might ntgd, rﬂ'{ulrlng every Stal
einl to give it all the information in |

nossessign, and throwing’ o
book and pvery office of &G mﬂm
ernment. to its examination.
“Mr. rington has eviden
¢ thought to the
able to do, ani
his plan for

an

commission by the Stat
:plendig t?lne. And iy

Mayor Preston, a
to Mr. Baker, said
nrree with his sugges
sion for a number of reasons. B
that it th:tonldd t‘n:‘n tthe loss of tv
years, a delay of two years prou
ably would result in balf-way expedis
ents, rather than thorough reforms
|that a commission suc 34
had in mind, includlnf
countant, would entai
tional expense.
Continuing, he said: o
“If we mean business sbout a &y
tematic method of managing the Si
| finances, which will keep cur appr
'tions within our m%ip?o and szve
we

¥

as Mr. :
an expert:

ker|
a large ,
s

mission to tell us how
bave this budget mn in t
timore City Charter. We havel
with it !orn

m
We
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f any prehensive and adequaté

eorganizagion of State affairy, in the
interest economy and efficiendy is to
be accopiplished, a systematic plan‘mast
be forgiulated for submission to the
iclatyfe by some competent man or b
«of men. This seems too obvious for dis™
cushion and is admitted by practically
everybody.

/ The only question seems to be as to
the best method of selecting the men or
lmmmmisalon to do the work. Tar Suxn
is not wedded to the proposal that the
Democratic Convention name such a
commission, if anybody can suggest some
better plan. 8o far, however, it seems
to us the most practical and expeditious
method that has been spoken of, and the
one most likely to get results.

Mayor Prestoni’s idea that the matter
be left to the thrée men élected, re-
spectively, Governor, Attorney-General
and Comptroller is, we think, not at all
a good one. These candidates will be
as busy as possible until after the elee-
tion in November, then they will need
a rest, then they will be preparing to as-
sume office and will be busy with office-
seekers, politicians and advance work.
They will have no time to draft reform
measures.

Besides this, the personal political in-
terests and politieal obligations of the
newly elected officials will be so en-
tangled with the proposals to abolish
offices and the like that it would be un-
fair to expect them to tackle the subject
with the open mind and broad view of
men who are in no way interested.

It is also suggested that the com-
mission be named by civic and business
organizations and others in co-opera-
tion. Onme of the objectiops to this is
that the work of such a eommlulon.
would lack that party authority which
may be necessary to put the reform!
thro‘h ithe Legislature. There is ce
| tain ﬂ be strong if not public opposis
tion. “A determined effort will be mndf

to emisculate any real reform plan by
lmoni.gnta or otherwise. It would bé
in dnngq' of meeting the fate of th‘
{ Mahool ¢ity charter in 1910,

Civie organizations might perhap#
name an abler commission, but its work
'would not have the authority of the
party behind it and would be mueh more
apt to go on the rocks of political
manipulation.

The same objection applies with even
greater foree to a bipartisan commis-
sion, whieh might be an ideal body,
if it were ptleucnl-—vhlch it would
unot be.
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Extension Of Budget System To All |
Of Maryland Urged And Revision |
0f Constitution Indorsed. I

|
Mayor Preston yesterday sent a strnn:l
letter to the Goodnow Keonomy and Effi- |
ciency Commission, in which he urgéd |
that the commission look into the
“fundamental question of taxation and
assessment for taxation,” stating that
“inequality in the assessment of prop-
erty and the consequent injustice in the
contributions levied for the support of
the State government have been noto-|
rious for years.” He cited recent testi- |
,mony of County Commissioner George |
Yellott, of Baltimore county, in support |
of this statement. ]
The Mayor set forth that the State |
Tax Commission was created by thel
Legislature of 1914 “for the purpose ofi
correcting these outrageous inequalities
in assessment, but they have practically
accomplished nothing toward that end
so far.”

|

Mr. Preston began bis letter by saying
{that when he appeared before the com-
| mission some time ago he gathered that

there was an idea among some of the
members that the commission was lim-
ited under the terms of the Demaocratic
platform to cousideration of the budget
ystem. He quoted from the platform |
to show that the commission was au-!
thorized to propose such laws and such
! amendments to the Clonstitution “as may
| be necessary to prevent waste and dupli-
cation, and to promote the greatest
possible economy and efficiency in the
administration of the State’s affairs,
He then stated that m his judgment
a constitutional convention is needed to
frame a new constitution which will
meet the needs of this day, adding that
while the present Constitution has been
amended {requently, experience has
shown that amendments are carelessly
submitted by the Legislature and voted
npon by only a minority of the people.
In a constitutional convention, he con-
tinued, the whole gquestion of the organic
law of the State would be thrashed
out thoroughly. |
Urges Budget System. !
Mr. Preston went on to urge the|
adoption of a budget system patterned
after that which bas been in _use in
. Baltimore city during the last 17 years.
He said half the lation of the State
' has lived under the budget plan for
years and is satisfied, and asked, Why
put aside the experience of Baltimore
land go elsewhere for a plan?
, e then discussed the taxation gues-
| tion, as follows:

“In Baltimore city the Appeal Tax
Court tries to live up to the require-
t of the law that all rty be

at its full value, ﬂ e coun-
do not make any pretense of
the property for its tnq

{
Not Limited To Budget. "

!

was worth over

or, John Yel-

Jott, made the excuse that, if the
County Commissioners assessed every-
body's property at its full value, he
would not be able to be re-elected. |
Report Only Result, ’

“The State Tax Commission was ap- |
pointed by the Act of 1914, Ohapter 841,
at very considerable expense, for tha!
purpese of correcting these outrageous
inequalities in assessment, but they have
practieally accomplished nothing toward !
that end so far. They have, however,
gotten up a very valuable report which
shows that the assessment of all kinds
of property in Baltimore citv amounts
to 373.1.015,133.06, while the total as-
sessment in all the State outside is only
$540.900,678.19. Of course, the value
of all the property within the 81 square
miles comprising the present city lim-
its is not half as much as the value of
all the property in all of the counties in
the State, including all of the -other
eities in the State outside of Balti-
more. It is said that in some of the

| cities they have two assessments, one |

on which they levy taxes for the eity,

and a lower assessment on which they

lexy taxes for the State, !
Cites Sections OFf Report.,

“In the report of the State Tax Com
mission of Maryland for 1912, on Page
14, it is said: ‘Many cities and towns
assess property for local municipal pur-
poses -at a valuation which is nearer
the actual value than the same prop-
erty is assessed for State and county
purposes.’

On Page 15, it is stated, as two il-
lustrations, that in Cumberland the as-
sessment for city purposes is $16,008,-
010, while the assessment for State pur-
poses is only $9.000.000. and that Cris- |
field is assessed for municipal purposes '
at $1,616,462, while the entire election .
distriet, of which Crisfield is a small
part, is assessed for State and county |
purpoges at $1,258,965. Numerous other
mnstances of like contrasy. are set out
in the discussion under the assessment |

methods of the eounties . . . The
taxable basis of some counties repre
sents 80 per cent. of the true value of
property, while in other counties the
taxable basis represents enly 40 per
cent. of the true value.’

Asks For Equal Assessment. i

“If the State Tax Commission would |
do its duty and make a new assess-
ment of all the property of the State at !
its fair value, as the law requires, the |
problem of getting enough revenue to |
pay the State's expenses would be pretty ‘
well solved, and it seems to me that

is not only a guestion with which
your commission should deal, and upon |
which it should make a report, but that
it is the most importint question within
the scope of your commission’s inquiry.
If the Act of 1914, Chapter 841, does
not give the State Tax Commission suffi-
cient power to correct these inequalities
then that act should be amended. |

“It seems to me that your commission
could discharge no more important duty
to the public than to suggest such
| method of procedure, or such amend-

| ment of the law, or both, as will make
the State Tax Commission accomplish
the result of equalizing the assessment
throughout the State, which was the
chief purpose of its creation.”




f's Mayor Preston:

1 wish to remew my obje
postponing the gefting rid of t0
jess State offices and relegating
a commission appolnted b{ an
This only means postponing
::l after the nomination and
DL o
1 belleve In doing it ourseives,
making the State ticket elected by t
people responsible “or it. 1 do not b
liove in *sidestepping the issne, ILe
us o at it and abolish the ynvecessar)
offlces—-install economy. of = govern-
ment, adopt the budget wystem in the
Legislatere and provide in the Consti-
Y tution for budget requirements. . . .
2 ; 3 No commission of experts is neces-
sary. . . . It simply vequires *he
exorcise of reasopable common sense.
Do not let us postpone it until aiter
the election, but disenss it now. . .

To nearly all of which we ean say
| “Amen” most heartily. But, Mr. Mayor,
the naming of a commission by the'
' Demoeratic Convention to work out a
comprehensive and sensible plan is not
postponing the matter, but expediting it | 3 E
in the most esmmon-sense way that we |
| know of ; it is not sidestepping the issue,
but, to the exaet eontrary, is committing
the party and tiie eandidates in the
strongest possible ‘way to the issue of
economy and efficiency, N 2
Naming a commission would not lessen |

/the chligations of the elected officials or
of the Legislature. The work of the com-
‘mission wonld be merely to furnish a
‘systematie and intelligent program Wpon
{ which the State officinls and the Legis-
lature could base their action. There
wounld be nothing binding about it, ex-
cept the binding obligation of the party |
to accept that pregram or something
‘better. S Bt

. Mr. Weller in his statement in THE
SUN of this morning very naturally ob-
jects to having a commission appointed
by the Democratie Cofivention draft the
economy platform, on the ground that
Maryland is not a one-party state.

© Well, Mr. Weller, there is no possible
objection that we can see why the ‘Re- |
publican Convention should not appeint’
f similar commission, and then we might
have a genuine rivalry as to which com-
mission could work out the best economy
and effidiency seheme. Such a” rivalrp
would be admirably worth while—vastly
more 8o than the elash of personal ambi-

vantage. -

Mr. Weller's plan of having the in-
coming Governor appoint a bipartisan
‘commission for the work means merely
to sidetrack the whole refor for two
years at least, if not ifdefinitely. It'is
doubtful whether the Legislature of 1918
we serious attention to” thé
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" \s not in the heads

 platform, if it could really
up to, would mean a com-
reorganizatiop of the State’s

7 ﬁi ﬁ;}-u’,‘,

{hat money can be saved. ~“There WAy | an;g =
be sorie discouragement over the fact legislature or Wwith

that the best that conld be worked |, Democratic o
out by the consolidation of the Shell- rwol], indeed, how to

4
&

mot obe of whether a salary can Commissioners into a single comnsrer-| (ijon of it pledges. But
B8 saved here or there; it is whether vation commission was an increase [ gigns bere and there that &
there shall be in State offices and from 38600 to $0000 in salaries. Bul| tgry forms will be about all the
State departments the kind of why should there be? There is $9000 ! 1ic 1s going to get for the pre
straightforward, practical attention worth of work to be done. Given the | Possibly the signs are Wrong
ﬁbﬂlﬁgm that an ordinary business right sort of personnel, the Conser- great deal too much attention i8
/mun would expect of his employees. |vation Board could put life into the | ing paid to objections that ha :
The News emphasized in these col- 'State’s business. We know perfectly de with -the machinery of t
Jumns last Friday an item in Mr. well that the Oyster Navy is today! posed reforms. It I8
mgr’l report to the-Goodnow Com- a8 much an incumbrance to the State remember that the big share
“mission that illustrates this point. as a politician’s asset. Its prescribed  “ygeless -offices” that might
.He figured that by consolidating the funetions, if they were performed, ished do not requires legi it
‘Road and Motor Vehicle Commissions would be worth while. And it would thely abolishment. The
/A saving of $9000 out of $11,000 of be worth & #0000 board to get these | lodge-of the Democratic’
qh.rlos could be effected—simply be- functions perforined .properly and to for. efficient admindstration.
‘cause much of the Auto Commission get the other uses out of the Oyster Lezislature cun help toward 1
work could be done by the clerks and Navy which a concentrated autherity {ng it by providing bettes ad

pistrative system. The question fish Commission agnd ths two Fish i & lot"of statutory goﬁ :

stenographers of the Road Commis-
ston. There is =othing really sur-
_prising in this: for we know that
‘State and private business offices do
follow the same rnles of ef-

fev, The success Mr. Weller had

_ roadbuilding was due more than
iything else to his introduction of
@ private office rules into his par-
department. It was because

[ record, and to offset it, that
‘the Democrats took up the “useless
fice” cry. But the man in the street
has cut his wisdom teeth knows

the difference. He knows that to re-
wamp the State government in the'
way indicated would be a Herculean
task; that no amount of legislation
alone could effect it; that, though the
machinery may be provided by the
Legislature, the driving power must |
be “spirit,” and that the Democrat’'c
State organization has not yet ma-

terially changed jts ways. _Mdent,
Juant.

could put it to. trative machinery; and by S0 GO
The News i not particularly con- jt.may perbaps be conceived "
palls 2 T

cerned over the slowness with which | gone all that is necessary
the Legislative wheels are grinding. lgtlcking to the letter of #i
Nor does it expect the final product | vwe are a good deal surer
to be the millennium. The Legisla- | we are of the gpirit being ©
ture is playing, as it always plays. lsnd this latter is what @l
The chances are that, as usual, the i LT
chief part of the session will be its
closing hours. There is no real evi-
dence that it is geing to backsllde—-—‘
or. at east, that it will backslide
to anything ke its usual extent.
And, so far as we know, the admin-
{stration is itself earnestly bent on
geiting every Democratic pledge
whipped into a bill and presented.
When the Legiglature really balks
will be time for the public to grow
really mad. Thus far it has been a
pretty decent Legislature—if not
wholly virtuous, at least reasonably
caveful, and also extraordinarily pa-

-




70 CONSOLIDATE OFFICES

Various Figsheries And Labor Actlvi-‘
ties To Be United-——Governor said
To Favor Change.

" Attorney-General Albert C. Ritchie is |
the draft of the various bills |

to carry out the platform

w of the Democratic party, as well

Jthole to make effective the recom-
mendations of the Goodnow Commission
to put the State upon a more efficient |

economical basis.

“Most of these biils have been finished |
and are in the hands of either the Gov-
#ragr or the Economy and Efficiency

The others will be finished

; The introduction of the

b Jot probably will be consummated
near future.

mg the bills that have been drawn

wo dealing with the situation result-

“from the condemnation proceedings

wwere instituted as a résult of the

giige by the last Legislature of the

oyster law. Mr. Ritchie de-

to make public the particulars

g these bills, saying that he

is that any information in regard to

B should come from Governor Har-

‘Ritchie also has assisted in the

‘a bill to create a Conservation

i to take over the duties now

ormed by the State Shellfish

, the Fish Commissioncrs

gtern and Western Shiores, the

s Warden and the State Oys-

W. Thomas Kemp did the

‘portion of the: work on  this
+Mr. Ritchie assisting him in

fisory capacity.

the subject of useless offices Mr.
at the request of the Goodnow

mission, has drafted a bill to change
‘mame of the State Industrial Acci-
gaission to the State Industrial

m, leaving out the word “‘acci-
directing that the new body
dition to the duties now bein

d by the State Industrial Acei-|
Commis: , also take over the
of the B u of Statisties and
on. swhich administers, in con-

b its other work, the child

the administration of the

the work of

f Baltimore

ecto Negany and

s and the Bureau of Im-

Siniha tha s e

Motor e {
nlidated with tlie State

o, 1f this report proves fo e

: Mr. Ritchie will prepare i
. €0 dating measure. Just -what the
Foodnow Commission intends to do with

 reference to this office will be known in !

a few days.
The Attorney-General also hos pre-
ared a bill to reorganize the, State

onde Commission, but it is not knows

on what basis. It is said thatysGovernor
Hsrrington favors a three-man cominis-
gion with a paid chairman and two other
commissioners who either receivé no
salaries at all or merely nominal salaries.
Waliting On McMullen.

* Mr. Ritehie is waiting to hexr from
Comptroller McMullen before drafting
the bills for a uniform system oi ac-
counting. Mr. MeMullen requested him
to postponc the drafting of these bills
antil lie had had an opportunity to
study the fiscal affairs of the State and
perhaps be in a pesition to make some
recommendations,

The bill 1o dbolish continuing appro-
Rrintimm likewise has been drafted. So
as the bill to carry out the party’s
pledge to abolish the envelope system
of primary voting in the counties, and

also the bill providing for a general regis- |

tration day prior to every primary.

A bill that ocecasioned Mr. Ritchie
some difficulty, but which has been
drafted, is designed to put into effect the
home rule amendment approved by the
voters last fall. The measure he has
drawn will be, in effect, a charter for

those ecounties which desire to adopt|

home rule. It provides gpecifically what
local legislation may be passed by the
counties themselves, or in other words,

defines what shall and what shall not !

be legislated upon by the county authori-
ties.

Drafting The M. A. C. Bill.

Albert E. Donaldson is drafting the

bill to reorganize the Maryland Agricul-
tural College. The expectation is that
it will be completed in a few days. Mr.
Donaldson probably will draft other
measures intended to foster the agricul-
tural interests of the State.

The Democratic platform pledged the
arty to strengthen the State Board of
darole. Mr. Ritchie has drawn a bill to

accomplish this purpose. Last fall the
voters approved an amendment to the
nstitation under which the Parole
rd can be given absolute authority
when it comes to granting paroles. Mr.
Ritchie's bill does this.
Under the esztin’ law, the pardoning
power being vested
solutely, all th> Board of Parole can
is to recommend a parole for those pris-
oners it believes entitled to such con-
sideration. The Governor then could
rant a conditional pardon. If the
titchie bill passed the board will grant
roles, though the Governor's pardon-
power will not be disturbed.
' Prison Bill Presented Again.
When it came to drafting a messure

. to ereate a State Board of Prison ‘Con-

trol, Mr. Ritchie n{- he was unable to
improve upon the bill passed two years
ago, either as it was originally intro-
duced or as it was amended, and which
was vetoed by Governer Goldsborough.
Hence he has sent a cog of the original
bill and also the amended bill
ernor for introduction if the latter ap-
proves.

This bill creates one hoard to have
supervision over all penal institutions.
,Itwumendedwutouhm

n the Governor ndb; he shows that he is en

to the Gov- |

Questions Indeterminate
Mr, Ritchie has some
the wisdom of enacting
viding for the indeterminate
He and geveral of the Judges

preme ch of this city seem
Board

| that if the bill giving the
role authority to parole p!
it will accomplish everythin
Indeterminate sentence legs
based on the theory that a pri
be watehed while he is in p
that if he bebaves h j
snrdoued when his !
fcate that he has reform
will be better for him te
Exactly the opposite is
parole n that

alls

oner is released under
' of parele officers who 'lg
48

If after

it can be granted. Inm ons

oner, after being

free, in the other case he is

sec whether or not his reform
Mr. Ritchie has drafted a &

vide for a bond issue to cover

deficit and another autho

the bill to put into
tiona! amendment
| permit the

e= of taxe
| PONEE. Riteh -Jl“n

| 1o nvolish the fee s

meoeasute 1o ”dn !

at
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FOR THE
;ﬁ.o.Anma TAX 'RATE DEMANDS

‘, k ECONOMY.

in Speech In Keating Hall Candl-

date for Democratic Nomination

for Governor Declares He wil

| Devote His Best Energies to Re-

" forms—The *Old System,” He

Sayt,' Has Controlled Legislation

; in the Past—Appealing Direct to

‘ \ - the People,

{ *I have been conducting this cam-
ipaign for the Democratic nomina-
tion for the high office of governor,

as I dida four years ago, by appeal
pu directly to the people,” said Sen-

ator Blair Lee, candidate for Demo= |
ina|

sh in Keating Hall last night. |

eratic nomination for governor,

“1 ' have stated my position frankly

and openly on the various questions

'that have arisen during the cam-

paign. It may be that I have lost

| some votes by doing so. Some per-

sons think it is good politics to deal

and let everybody in-

Lo to mean what they

‘want them to mean: but I am ask-

ing the voles of the people. and I

not want to get any votes by
‘apresentation.

. of the issues which has been

prominent in this campaign is

ttér of abolishing useless offices

pping waste and applying busi-

noiples of economy and eff-

" to the state government. I am

about wanting to do- this.

‘speeches in Baltimore and

have declared in favor

; H on of various

i ; of the substitution of

s - ahers for all of the mem-

SN “the State Roads Commission

: : the chairman, and of the aboli-

special counsel to various

‘and offices. The subject of

and useless offices is acute in

eampaign because of the financial

itlon of the state.

UPLOYMENT OF COUNSEL.

March &, 1912, the Senate unani-
v adopted a resolution request-
Comptroller’ of the Treasury
Senate, by March 11,
statement showing the amount
‘state’s money used for the pay-
“of counsel to the various state
whether directly or indirect-
troller replied on March

ounly four counsel, the

‘to mt.he Public Service

TotaY” SATARes Amount to $250%

2 S el

S 2

or
. §30,000 per year, Tha list given by
the Comptroller was very incompléte.

The same legislature by the act of
1912, chapter 663, provided for &n
amendment of the Constitution re-
lating to the attorney general. This
amendment was submitted to the
voters and adopted on November 4,
1918. It provided that the attorney |
general should appoint such as-
sistants as the General Assembly
might by law prescribe, and there«
after all the legal business of the |
state and its various boards, depart-|
ments and officers should be per- '
formed by the attorney general or
his assistants. All that was neces-
sary for the adoption of this amend-
ment in order to abolish the counsél

jto the various state boards and de-

partments and to carry out the will
of the people as expressed in the Con-
stitutional amendment and to save
the taxpayers $15,000 or $20,000 &
vear was that the legislature should
pass the necessary act providing for
such assistant as might be necessary
to the attorney general.

The legislature of 1914 ought to have
done this, The'reason why they did
not do it was that by the passage of
such an act all of these special coun~
sel to the various boards and depart-
ments would be legislated out of of-

fice

THE REAL ISSUE,

Senator Lee also addressed meet-
ings in the rooms of the Eighth
ward Democratic Assoolation, in
Frohsinn Hall, Frederick avenue and i
Payson street, in Otterbein Hall at |
Locust Point, and an open-air meet- |
ing at the corner of Alsquith and !
Lanvale streetis. The other lpenkars‘
of the evening included Mayor Pres- |
ton, William B. Copper, William |
Milnes Maloy, Hon. J. Charles Linth- |
fcum, William L. Marbury, A. 8.
% Goldsborough, aand the leglslutlvc‘!
candidates in the several -districts |
favorable to Mr. Lee's momination |
for governor. '
City Councilman John J. Reahl pre-
sided at the meeting in
Hall. Besides Senator Blalr Lee and |
Mayor Preston there were Abontgl
eight other speakers, Mayor P

pansion and the
to make our city y 8
pressive, and bettér:

her proper plate
municipalities in
venture the e

ferred to.
city to grow an .
the citles of the count:

will you not sup -
see to it th;t ﬁ‘:ﬂh‘.

is
iCries of
“1 want o say righ :
[ am in the City Hall B
grow. and It must be
Baltimore and not:
Washington. (Loud
“For years we ha
have our ity
pledges
:nd we have
ace to m.
have bheen ac:
us and’
the tims :
Blair Lee & m
record shown
and that he is

| Baltimore, and-

ecltive m
be able to.deg

our city's inte;
city lmitsy .
thing from t
Frohsinn | hut that

serts

L al

i tend he

ton reached the hall a little before  When it

10 A. M, and said the late hour and
intense heat would prevent him from
making any lepgthy remarks, but that
he merely came to deliver a few
valedictory remarks. F
*Jt is entirely too
to discusa the
ciples of the
Mayor, “but I
people of the
an excellent ¢
a part in the
better Baltimore.

late in the Hay
issues and vital pFin-

campaign,” sald™ the
B, ~want to tell
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‘st retrenchment,

Publie
sroused by the financisl evudition of the'

State and crystallized by the epecial ar-'
ticles 1o Tue Svx, will compel that,
whether those given charge of the gov-
ernment be siacere ot ingincere, The
Jérge and fmportant thing now is to
make sure that the efforts at retrench-
ment are wise and well-directed.

If the work be undertaken in hap-
hagnrd fashion ; if there be lack of com-
plete dnd accurate information ; if thére
be failure to look far into the future; if
poorly equipped or demagogic men domi-
nate, then the State will suffer; and
possibly may suffer far more than it
does now from financial mismanage-
ment. Efficiency docs not mean merely
ehange ; economy does not mean halting
the modern governmental activities re-
ceptly inaugurated. .

Efficiency and economy in government,
at this time in this State, mean practi-
eal reorganization of the State’'s ma-
ehinery to the end that there be co-ordi-
nation of the work of State officials so
that each will have useful duties to per-
form and will have sufficient useful duties
to engage the entire time for which he
is paid; and efficiency and economy
mean that the manifold business inter- |
gsts of the State be conducted according
to approved business methods of this
day, rather than the obsolete methods of |
® past generation,

To accomplish sound and lasting re-
sults from the present agitation, there|
must be careful study of the whole busi- |
pess of the State government and de-
liberate preparation of a new working
system. In the nature of things, this is
a work that muost be done by a small
group of the ablest and cleanest men. It
is proper that the results of the labors,
dﬂmhlxroupbocﬂﬁdndandcon-
p_ihnd by those whom the people eloctl

oﬂe.. But only-by the work of such

group may we have & comprehensive |
m of thinge that will put before |
the people and their servants in simple
form the weaknesses of the present sys-
tem and the remedies.

Joseph D, Baker, of Frederick county, |
an exceptionally able business man and
public spirited citizen, saw the need of
\such procedure and suggested a commis-

to be named by the next Legisla-
ture and to report to that of 1918, Mr.
Farrington amended Mr. Baker's sug-
ry wisely, we think—by sug-

ing that the commission be named
the Democratic convention, tg re-
;ﬁt to the next Legislatcre, thus sav-
two years' time. Mr. Weller, one
Republican ecandidat :,ﬁ acdepted

m phn. but that, if

|

natorial mﬁaﬁiﬁ, i& W 1o
commission. Senator Lee says that if
and his associates sare nominated and
elected they will formulate plans for
the reorganization of the State's admin-
istrative and business system. It may

| be accepted that Senator Lee is as sin-

cere as the other candidates in desiring
reform, but his plan is wrong.

It seems to us that it opens the door
to all the dangers—the dangers of hap
hazard action, of incomplete and inaccn-
rate information, of short-sighted pelicy,
of treatment by poorly equipped or dema-
gogic men. Senator Lee, Mr. Copper
and Mr. Maloy, if nominated and elected,
will be very busy men from now until
January and very busy men, indeed,
thereafter. It is hard to see how they
will find time necessary to handle this
vital matter, and their failure to do s0
surely would invite trouble, §

It is worth while to repeat a npart of
the statement made by Mr. Philip D.
Laird, of Montgomery county, one of
the candidates for the Democratic nomi-
nations for the House in that county,
Mr. Laird in a statement in THE SuN
said, in part:

A commission such as has been Sug-
gested would have ample time calm
and thou Jhttuny to consider the situ-
ation and formulate bills for ﬂhmh-
slon to the Legislature. y two
commissions—one to deal with ﬂmﬂ
affairs, the other to lnvuﬂu

blic offices with ref:

ng . forces nd the
redueing th
ficlency—mig
that is 2 4
be determi
meetl
slon
roach as to cbnucter
rder to inspire the con e-ce
ple and ava the ch
at would oﬂl

the former could nervq %
it is mt. thill. that

work of 1

greatly uemu»d lf 3

were a

the kind. it is

popular outery a
and the result migl
compromise in the closin,
session. That would b




As long as the rate of State 4axation
on. property was low and affairs of the
State were decently adiinistered, the
people were content. If a useless office
was created' and continued, so long as
it did not apparently incresse the tax
bill there was no unrest. This was an
unhealthy state of affairs. Nothing
should occur, no condition should exist,
which. makes the people indifferent to
public affairs. As soon as the taxpayers
become indifferent the opportunity of the
taxeaters arises. ! ’

The government of Maryland
on the whole, been satisfactory. There
have been no wholmu* peculations, such
as have afflicted other States; the State

institutions have generally been well |

conducted and some of them are re-
garded as models, The Legishiture, it is
true, has been extravagant in its ex-
penditures and reckless in appropriating
money,

At length the time has come when
public interest in affairs is aroused, and
the. people are disposed to take account
of what is going on, and Tnr Suw, it
the articles now being published, is fur
nishing them with the necessary infor.
mation.

When Washington died, in 17909, i
was the disposition of Congress to have
his body rest in the Capitol. It was
purposed to build a erypt for the recep-
tion of the sarcophagus and a keeper
was appointed at a salary of $3,000 a
year. Mrs. Washington objected and
wished the remains of her husband to be
interred at Mount Vernon, and it was
done. Nevertheless, it is said that one
of the general appropriation bills car-
ried the salary of the keeper of the
erypt, and this was continued for three-
quarters of a century, although there
was no crypt to keep.

This incident illustrates what has
been done in Maryland, although noth-

< ing so flagrant has developed here. But
many offices which were properly cre-
|ated have been continued loag after the
|need of them has passed.

| The State tax rate is now double what
it was down to in 1910. The increase in
the rate was made for a very proper

the

'




offices, 'the Land Office
abolished without detriment to th
lic service. That opinion is well
ported by the facts,

It is true that the Legislature cin-
not abolish the office. That can be
complished only by Constitutional amen
ment. The Governor ecannot abolish the
office by refusing to fill it, unless in case
of the death or resignation of the in-
cumbent or 'a vacancy for some other
{ecause, because by special provision of
the Constitution the Commissioner in
office holds over until the appointment
of his successor. Neither can the Leg-
islature abolish the office by failure to\
make appropriation for the salary, for
the appropriation is made in the Con-
stitution,

Nevertheless, a way may be found.
The Constitutional provision is as fol-
lows, in Article VII, Section 4:

There shall be a Commissioner of
the Land Office, who shall be ap-

inted by the Governor, by and with
he advice and consent of the Senate,
who sha!ll hold his office during the
erm of the Governor by whom he shall
ave been lgx;olnted and until his suc-
cessor shell be appointed and qualified,
Hea shall perform such duties as are
now required of the Commissioner of
the Land Office, or such as may here-
after be prescribed by law, and shall
also be keeper of the chancery records.
He sball receive a salary of $1,500
per annum, to be pald out of the Treas-
ury, and li)gll charge such fees as are
now or may hereafter be fixed by
law., He shall make a semi-annual
report of all the fees of his office,
both as Commissioner of the Land Of-
fice and keeper of the chnnrar‘}" rec-
ords, to the Gowmptroller of the Treas-
ury and shall pay the same semi-an-
nually into the Treasury.

The net charge of this
State Treasury appears to b !
of $10,000 a year, and If this or &
'arge part of it ean be saved withos
detriment to the public service it M
be done. ! Prior to 1864 the office was
of importance, and instead of Hﬂi
charge upon the Treasury it p
considerable revenue. That is
that the two constitutions =
that date retained it. Tnd
tution of 1776 there wers
of the Land Ofice, appointed
ernor. The Constitution of 1

tion of a Commissivuer of the
Office by the people, with a salary
£200 and the fees of office, By the O
stitution of 1864 the salary was
creafted to $2,000 and the fees ivere p
into the"Creasury,
Constitutio '
the Commissiofr |
Governor and has ¢
eounting for the fees 1

In 1874 the General®

from the office of the
t of Appeals, where the

| office 'were the only

Land Office, where they
The Legislature ean r
of 1874 and return the la
the office of the Clerk ¢
Appeals, and all other

the Land Office might be

same keeping. This v

plished without actual

as all of them are

peals building. A"

Land Office could

if the Commissioner re 18
$1,500 salary, his services con
utilized as having charge :

as an adjunet of the ¢l

the proper way would be to abolish
office by Constitutional amendme:




ng person and continued long

that deserving person had gone to his
eternal reward. Other offices have been
created for legitimate purposes and
perpetuated when the usefdiness or
pecessity thereof has long sinee passed,
The Land Office is & ease in point,
The Board of Htate Aids and Chari-
ties is an illustration of & board which
has fajled to accomplish that fer
which it was created. In Tuz Svx of
' Friday morning last the fourteenth and
final article of the series dealing with
this subject was published. It sum-
marizes the previous articles of the
series and should be read carefully by
all thoughtful igitizens who want to
xnow how thefr money goes. In the
articles published, among the offices
recommended for abolition are those of

the State Wharfinger, who has a little |
salary and Do duties; the State Vaccine '

Agent, which should go to the Board of
Health; the Land Commissioner, whose
duties could be performed by the Seec-
retary of ‘State and whose records
should be restored to the Clerk of the
Court of Appeals, from whom they
were taken; the State Flire Marshal, who
spends a lot of money without appro-
priate results; oune of the Inspectors of
Boilers and the Automobile ‘Commis-
sioner. 'The duties of this last-named of-
ficial should go to the Road Commission
end that commission reduced to a single
.commissioner. The offices of State 'Au-
ditor, Bank and Insurance Commission-
ers could be merged in some of the
other offices with good results and at
a saving of cost,

i

The expenditure of

$125,000 on fish, oyster and game con-|
| pervation should be looked into and &/

large reduction made. Two Fish Com-
missioners are uUNNEcessary, and the
| 8hellfish Commission is so hampered by
llapl restrictions thit it can accom-
plish but little. A eareful perusal of
| the article in Friday’s SuN will convinee
'nmomt-m-mda.m-




