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S. W. LABROT, 
P R E S I D E N T 

£br«/-3/-?*M 

I^ML^J 

LABROT 5. COMPANY 
INCORPORATED 

ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 

Governor Albert C. Ritchie, 
Executive Department, 
Annapolis, Maryland. 

H 
' July 37, 1932. 

GX n^' tjk* 
{u* .jA^V-' 

Dear Governor Ritchie: 

As requested in yours of 
July 26th I shall be glad to came to your office at three o'clock 
Friday afternoon. 

Yours very truly, 



eys^-Zl-iH 

July 26 th, 1932 

Mr. S. W. Labrot, 
Annapolis, Maryland* 

Dear Mr. Labrot:-

I will appreciate it -very much if you 
oan come to my office in the State House 
Friday afternoon, July 39th» at three o'clock, 
in order to discuss the location of the Hall 
of Records. I am asking Douglas Gordon and 
Ridgely Melvin to come at the same time, and 
if yoti wish to brino any other members of the 
Board with you, please do so. Mr. Fowler will 
also be here with the plans he has prepared. 

Very truly yours. 

R-L 
Governor. 
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July 22nd, 1932. 

Mr, S. W. Labrot, 
Annapolis, Maryland. 

Dear Me* Labrot:-

I received your favor of July 21st. 
I assure you thore is no desire on the part 
of the Board of Public .forks to locate the 
Hall of Records on St. John's Campus unless 
the St. John's Board wants it there. I 
understood that they did want it thore, but 
if they do not, that will enc the matter. 

I do not thinks however, that the Board 
of Public orks will eraot the Hall of Records 
on the Mullan property, 'e considered that 
site, but preferred a different location. I 
will be clad, however,, to discuss the matter 
with the Board again, "ersonally, I think a 
better location can be secured. 

ith kind regards, I am, 

Very truly yours, 

Governor, 
R-L 
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LABROT 5, COMPANY 
INCORPORATED 

ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 

S. W. LABROT, 
P R E S I D E N T 

July 1 1 , 1932. 

Honorable Albert C.Ritchie, 
Governor of Maryland, 
Annapolis, Maryland. 

Dear Governor Ritchie: 

Yours of July 19th. At the 
time of writing my letter of July 18th I did not know of the contents of the 
attached copy of letter of July 14th. 

Mr. Walton feels this a definite 
committment that Garvan will give to St. John's College the entire sales price 
of the Mullan property that adjoins the post office, the cost of which was 
$35,000.00, plus some accrued interest charges. Tou may recall that at the 
time this Mullan property was purchased by Garvan, it was for the purpose of 
putting the Hall of Records there. The negotiations with Garvan have turned 
out badly, and in order for the College to keep its promise to furnish the land, 
they offered a site on the campus. This was in the nature of a duress measure. 

To minimize any loss to the College 
by reason of giving up a portion of its campus, a plan similar to the Woodward 
Library was thought advisable for the new building; this new building to 
balance the Woodward Library on the campus, and conform to its style of archi
tecture. 

President Gordon tells me that the 
Hall of Records Building is about the size of McDowell Hall and the plan shows 
this building facing the street, not the campus. Such a building in size and 
location would of course not balance Woodward Library, and would in a measure 
put all of the St. John*s buildings in the back yard. I believe it would be 
a great mistake to alter the ancient aspect of the present front campus of St. 
John*8 College by locating upon it any type of building that was not in strict 
conformity, in style and size, to what is now there. 

The appropriation for the Hall of 
Records of #200,000.00 I understand was based upon old prices. Present day 
construction prices are materially less, and it occurred to me therefore that 
out of the #200,000.00 appropriation, sufficient money could be gotten to buy 
the Mullan property, build the Hall of Records, and let the purchase price of 
the Mullan property come to St. John's College, in cash. The College badly 
needs the money and the site adjoining the post office would in every way be 
a handsome improvement to the City of Annapolis, and equally as successful and 
useful to the State. 
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This states the case and I trust that you may 
take the same view as offering a better solution of the problem. Will be 
glad to discuss this matter further if you wish. 

Respectfully, 

Chairman, Buildings & Grounds Committee 
St. John*s College. 

SWL:MC 
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July 19th, 1932 

Mr. S. W. Labrot, 
Annapolis, i/aryland. 

Dear Mr. Labrot:-

I recoivod your favor of July 18th, 
and will be glad to discuss with you the 
advisability of locatiag the Hall of Records 
Building on the St. John's Campus. At the 
time this location was decided upon, it was 
represented to me that the St. John's Board 
wanted it there. I will be away the balance 
of this week, but will see you as pronptly 
as I can. 

With best wishes, I em, 

Sincerely yours, 

R-L 
80MHMP* 
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LABROT & COMPANY 
INCORPORATED 

ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 

S. W. LABROT, 
P R E S I D E N T 

July 18 , 1932. 

Honorable Albert C.Ritchie, 
Governor of Maryland, 
Annapolis, Maryland. 

Dear Governor Ritchie: 

At the last meeting of the 
Board of St. John's College I was appointed to represent the College in 
the matter of plans for the new State Records Building, to be located on 
St. John's Campus. 

Having grave doubts as to the 
advisability of putting this building on the campus itself, particularly 
in the corner of the property now chosen, would like to discuss the matter 
with you. 

Could you telephone me a time 
for an appointment, any day convenient to you? 

Respectfully, 

SWL:MC 
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FRANCIS P. GARVAN 

654 Madison Avenue 

New York, N.Y. 

July 14, 1932. 

Mr* James A. Walton, 
Annapolis Banking & Trust Co., 
Annapolis, Md. 

Dear Mr. Walton: 

Our mutual friend, Halsey, has 
communicated the contents of your recent letter to me. As to the Mullin 
property, I am perfectly willing to sell it. I would like to get a bid 
and suggest your using Mr. Halsey as my agent, as I am leaving for the 
Adirondaoks and I hereby give him full authority to speak and act for me. 

Mr. Halsey is familiar with all 
figures of the cost and everything, and although Mr. Conroy is away, I think 
we can get you any figures you want. We are perfectly ready and open to 
give you every cent of the actual cash bid. 

As you assisted Mr. Davis in the 
purchase of the property, and you know so much about the Annapolis property, 
and it is all for sale, I would be very glad to receive any bids on any 
other part of it that you may hear. 

Very truly yours, 

/s/ FRANCIS PS GARVAN 
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JUly 26th, 193E 

Hon. Ridgely P. Melvin, 
Annapolis, Maryland. 

Dear ridgely:-

I am writing Douglas Gordon, i.rr. Lafarot 
and Laurence Fowler to meet me at the State 
House Friday afternoon, July 29th. Please 
bring with you Barney Y'alton and anyone else 
you night want, 

Sinoerely yours, 

R-L 
Governor. 



gbe^-'S/^-M 

July 26th, 1932 

Mr. Douglas H. Gordon, 
St. Joints College, 
Annapolis, ?«faryland. 

Dear Douglas:-

As you know, some discussion has arisen 
as to the advisability of locating the Hall 
of Records on the St. John*s Campus, and I 
will appreciate it very much if you will come 
to my office in the State House Friday after
noon, July 29th, at three o'clock, In order 
to talk over the matter. I am asking Mr. Labrot 
to come at the same time and also Mr. Melvin, 
and if you wish any other morabers of the Board 
to attend, please bring them along. Mr. Fowler 
will be here at the same time with the plans he 
has prepared. 

Sincerely yours, 

... imm^t 

Governor. 



January SO, 1932 J-**^*^ "*? 

M?« Doubles H. Gordon, 
S t , John*a College, 
Annapolis, Iteryland. 

Doar Douglas:~ 

I have your favor of January 19 t h . TShm 
dolay in mooting your oorarolttoo about the; 
eoloction of ttio s i to for the Hall of Records 
Building i s due to the fact that tiio Dosirfi 
of Public orks has not yot decided on the 
a rch i t ec t , and «o thought i t bet tor to do that 
f i r s t . " 

I i t h botst wishes, I am, 

Gincoroly yours, 

Governor. 
R-L 

\ 
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S T . J O H N ' S C O L L E G E 

JSJSJJSLAPOLIS, M A R Y L A N D 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT January 19, 1932 

Governor Albert C. Ritchie, 
Executive Mansion, 

Annapolis, Maryland. 

Dear Governor Ritchie: 

The Executive Committee of the Board 
of Visitors and Governors is very anxious to 
know as soon as possible just where the proposed 
Hall of Records is to be placed on the campus 
of St. John's College in order that a description 
of the property may be made and in order that 
steps may be taken to secure the release from 
the Title Company of its mortgage on the property 
to be conveyed to the State. I shall appreciate 
hearing from the Committee which has this matter 
in charge, and should also like to have an 
opportunity of speaking to you on the subject 
of the release. 

Very truly yours, 

dhg/mo 



S T . J O H N l S C O L L E G E 
A N N A P O L I S , M A R Y L A N D 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT December 7, 1951 l-/_ 

Governor Albert C. Ritchie, 
Executive Mansion, 

Annapolis, Maryland. 

Dear Governor Ritchie: 

I have received your letter of December 3 
and shall look forward to hearing from you or 
from Mr. Gordy as to the details of the site for 
the Memorial Hall. 

With kind regards, I am 

Very sincerely yours, 

a- M t" & ^—^ 

President. 

dhg/mo 
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recorder 3, 1931 

Mr. Douglas Gordon, President, 
St. John»s College, 
Annapolis, laryland. 

Dear Ilr. Gordon: 

Referring to your favor of October 10th, I 
beg to advise you that tho Board of Public vorka accepts 
the offer of the Visitors and Governors of S*. John's 
College for a site for tho lleiaorial Hall of Records, 
to bo located on the front campus of tho College at such 
point as nay be so looted by aitual agree Lient. 

Tho State Comptroller, I.Ir. Million. S. Gordy, 
Jr., is handling the preliminaries in regard to this 
building, and either he or I trill confer with you about 
the site in fiue time. 

* ith best wishes, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

Governor. 

R-S 
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October 15, 1931 

Mr. Douglas Ha Gordon, President, 
H* John*a College, 
Annarolis, Ifcsylancl. 

Dear Mr. Gordon: 

I liave your favor of October 10th, and 
thank you for a#»iaing iae of the roaolutlon 
passed by the St. -John's Board, relative to 
the Kali of Records. I will cor.jaunioate with 
you again on the subject after I take the matter 
up with the Board of Public vorks» 

Very truly yours, 

Governor. 

E-3 



gaSV~?!-2V~ AT 

ST. J O H N S C O L L E G E 
A N N A P O H S , M A R Y L A N D 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT O c t o b e r i O , 1 9 3 1 

,arnor Albert C. Ritchie, 
.cutive Mansion, 
Annapolis, LJaryland, 

Dear Governor Ritchie: 

I am instructed to transmit to you the 
following resolution of the Board of Tisitors and 
Governors of St. John*s College, hi oh, apon motion 
regularly made and seconded, was unanimously passed 
at the meeting of the Board held in Annapoli.., 
Maryland, on September 23, 1931: 

ESOLVBD: That the Chair appoint a Committee 
to draft resolutions embodying the views of the 
Board regarding the possible co-operation of the 
College in providing a site for said Memorial 

.. a • 1 Ball* The Chair appointed the following 
gentlemen on this Committee: Messrs. Buck, Gordon, 
l.wlvin and pearl; ..'hereupon the Committee submitted 
the following resolution which fa animously 
adopted: 

BEAS, The General Assembly of Maryland, 
at its session of 1931, appropriated the sum of 
$2O0,00Q,for the erection and equipping of a Memorial 
hall of Records wherein,among other things as 
provided hy law, are to be placed, preserved and 
made available for reference and study,the histori
cal papers, documents and records now owned and to be 
acquired by the State of Maryland, and 

.ŝ IxIuSAS, The acquiring of a suitable site for 
such building has been committed by said Act of 
Asaemblj to the Board of Public Uorks: 
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Governor Albert C. Ritchie 

"3HSIEF RE I ! RESOLVED* That the Board 
of Visitors and Governors of St, John'c. College 

i g: _it pleaaure In offering to provide, with
out cost to the State of Llaryland-, a site for the 
Memorial Hail of Records, at such location on the 
front campus of Gt. John's College as may be selected 
by mutual agreement between the Board of Public 

x;s and the Board of Visitors and Governors of 
the College. 

o^ IT FURTHER RESQLVSD: Ehat the further 
details of the offer and of the conveyance be likewise 
left to mutual agreement of the two Boards above 
named. 

"BE IT fUB ESOL ED J That the President 
of the College is hereby authorized to transmit a 
copy of this resolution to the Governor of Maryland 
and a copy to the Board of Public Work»«" 

It will be a great pleasure to cooperate with 
the State in any possible way should the college property 
be used as the site of the Memorial Hali of Records. 

Very sincerely yours, 

r~j/~ **~ 

dhg/mo President. 



July 10, 1931 

Mr. Douglas H. Gordon, 
Baltimore TSLte Building, 
Baltimore, Maryland. 

Dear Douglass-

I have you? favor of July IGt'i, relative 
to the Sail of BeQWftM Tho laat Le/jialatur© 
placed tho construction of this building and 
tho location of a nlto for it in the hands of 
tho Board of Public Works, but tho monoy ia not 
available until August 1952 and tho Board has 
not yot dono anything on the subject. I hare 
boon told that tho Mullen howsi© trill bo donated 
to the State froo of coat if It is decided to 
©root tho building thoro. Pcspnoaclly, I am dis
posed to fool fiat somewhere on tho State House 
Cirole would bo a praforablo nito, and the State 
Comptroller feolo that way, also. I trill bo only 
too glad to discuss tho matter v/ith you, however, 
before anything at all is done. 

I did not ansT/er your letter oooner because 
I only rooeivod it yesterday on aooount of absonoe 
from Annapolis, and X was not here on oither 
Thursday or Friday of this week. I will havo to 
be in Baltimore on Tuesday of next week and em un
certain about tho following Saturday. Inasmuch ao 
there is plonty of time, suppose you Just lot me 
give you a ring on scri© Tuesday afternoon or some 
Saturday when wo are both In Annapolis. 

With best wishes, I am, 

Sincerely yours, 

1 -I. 
Governor • 



ST. JOHNS COLLEGE 
A N N A P O L I S , M A R Y L A N D 

July 15, 1931 

Governor Albert C. Ritchie, 
Exe cut ive Mansion, 
Annapolis, 
Md. 

Dear Governor Ritchie: 

I am very anxious to speak to you 
about the Mullen House, which I understand the 
State wishes to tear down so as to be able to 
use its site as the site of a Memorial Hall 
provided for by Senator Melvin's bill passed 
at the last session of the Legislature. 

As I shall be in Annapolis on 
Thursday and Friday of this week, I shall 
appreciate hearing from you when it would be 
convenient to you to have me come to your 
office. 

I am also usually in Annapolis 
on Tuesday afternoons and on Saturdays; 
and expect to be here on those days of the 
week during the rest of July. 

Very sincerely yours, 

President. 
dhg/mo 
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N O B L E , MORGAN AND S C A M M E L L 

115 B R O A D W A Y -Xy I HJS 

HERBERT NOBLE 
WILLIAM OSGOOD MORGAN 
SCOTT SCAMMELL N E W Y O R K 
JAMES H. KIRKPATRICK 

September 25, 19?1 

Hon. Albert C. Ritchie, 
Governor of Maryland, 
Annapoli s, Maryland. 

My dear Governor: 

At the meeting of the Board of Visitors and 
Governors of St. John's College on the 23rd instant, I 
brought to the attention of the meeting the talk I had 
with you and the other members of the Board of Public 
Works relative to St. John's College offering to the 
State the lease of a site for the new memorial build
ing. The Board, approved thoroughly of the suggestion 
I had made, and you will shortly receive from Mr. Douglas 
H. Gordon, President of the College, a resolution which 
was adopted. I believe this should set the matter before 
you for such action as you think wise. 

It was a very great pleasure to see you the 
other day, and I was sorry that I had made an engagement 
in Baltimore for Monday night which prevented me from 
accepting your very kind invitation to spend the night 
with you. 

I want to thank you for your kindness in send
ing me some more copies of your Atlantic City address. 

With my kindest regards,/! am 


