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LAURENCE HAIX • FOWLER 

ARCHITECT 
347 NCHAHIBS- STREET $ W w i f e ^ * 

•B 

BALTIMORE MARYLAND 

yj 

;U S| A £ > P ^ April 14,1932. 

Governor Albert C Ritchie, 
Annapolis, Maryland* 

i.iy dear Governor; 

It is veiy gratifying to have your letter 

notifying me oi' my selection by you, and the other members 

oi the Board of Public Horks, as Architect for the Memorial 

Hall of Records to be built at ̂ nnapolis. 

Ishall make every effort to justify your 

selection, as v.ell as the action of the Baltimore Chapter 

of uhe American Institute of Architects in including my 

name among those suggested to you. 

I understand that you will let me Know when 

it is convenient to have a preliminary discussion of the 

matter. 

Very sincerely yours, 



LAURENCE HALL • FOWLER 
A R C H I T E C T 

3 4 7 N CHARLES • S T R E E T 
B A L T I M O R E • MARYLAND 

April 6th, 1932 

The Honorable Albert C. Ritchie, 

Executive Department, 

Annapolis, Maryland. 

Your Excellency:-

#9 are delighted with your selection of Mr. Fowler 

to design the Memorial Hall of Records and shall 

wireless our news to him on board the City of Havre, 

which he and Mrs. Fowler boarded for home last Sunday. 

Sincerely yours, 

Representing Laurence H. Fowler. 



April 3rd, 1932. Qj^ 
JT 

Mr. Laurence Ilall Fowler, 
347 H. Char3cB Street, 
Baltimore, Maryland. 

Dear Laurence:-

It {'iveB no a rxoat doal of pleasure to 
advise vou that the Board of Public orks, coia-
posed of the State Comptroller, Mr. Gor&y, tho 
State Troaourer, Mr. Dannie, and nynolf, have 
unaniiaouBly so looted you as the Architect for 
the Manorial Hall of Rooards, for which the state 
made provision at tho last Legislature. Son© 
of those interested wore in favor of oompotition, 
but we decided that, within the limits of the ap­
propriation, tho exponas of this would not be 
justlfiod, and that, in any event, we could soloct 
just an cood an architect without it. Accordingly, 
I asked tho Institute of Architects to submit to 
rao tho nones of those Maryland architects whom 
they considered best qualified through exporionce, 
etc. to do this particular job. Your nano was one 
of tho six submitted, and aftor a good doal of in-
vostication and consideration, all of us finally 
decided on you. As soon as posnlble oithor I or 
someone on behalf of the State will cot in touch with 
you in record to the matter. 

With best wishes, I am, 

Sincerely yours, 

Governor. 
R-L 



Ceja— 

G E O R G E R . C A L U S , J R . 

A R C H I T E C T 
CATONSVILLE .MD. 

March 17,1932. 

J 2-

h-L^, 

Hon.Albert C. Ritchie, Governor 
Annapolis, Maryland. 

,-"#•*••*• 

i*r 
My dear Governor, 

I received a 
phone message from your office 
on Wednesday that you were waiting 
to keep my appointment with you. 
I did not receive this message 
until late in the evening on my 
return home. 

I had notnotice of this 
appointment and was naturally 
surprised on receipt of your 
message. 

I await word from you when 
I can see you in accordance with 
my request of March 10th. 

Sincerely, 



Mr, Geoa?ge R. Oallie, J r . , 
IS Jtolvin Avenue, 
Catonevllla, d r y l a n d . 

Dear George:-

."y Secretary thought she made an ongage-
itiont for you with aa on vodneeday afternoon 
last, but appareaftJLy tboro xmo eone raiatake 
about it. I have to go to How York for a few 
days and will see you on ny return. 

Sinaoroly yoyrs» 

3-L 
Governor. 



William L. Marbury, Chairman 

Waldo Newcomer, Treasurer 

George L. Radcliffe, Recording Secretary 

Matthew Page Andrews, Corresponding Secretary 

Richard M. Duvall, Chairman, Executive Committee 

1632-34 1932-34 

Maryland Tercentenary Commission 
Conf i rmed by Act of the General Assembly Li 

Baltimore, 

March 10,1932. 

Joseph S. Ames 

Matthew Page Andrews 

Rev. Joseph J. Ayd, S. J . 

Arthur Barneveld Bibbins 

Van Lear Black 

Hon. Carroll T. Bond 

Mrs. W. Cabell Bruce 

George R. Call is, Jr. 

Henry W. Catlin 

Edward S. Delaplaine 

Elliott E. Dent 

Richard M. Duvall 

Swepson Earle 

Jacob Epstein 

Dr. Henry M. Fitzhugh 

Hon. Eli Frank 

Hon. John W. Garrett 

Hon. Phillips Lee Goldsborough 

John Hays Hammond 

Mrs. Reuben Ross Holloway 

Mrs. J. Spence Howard 

Dr. Henry Barton Jacobs 

George C. Jenkins 

John H. Latane 

Benjamin Blandy Lee 

W. Hampton Magruder 

Rev. Dr. James M. Magruder 

William L. Marbury 

Mrs. Francis H. Markell 

John J. Nelligan 

Waldo Newcomer 

Herbert Noble 

Sidney L. Nyburg 

Dr. Charles O'Donovan 

Hon. T. Scott Offutt 

Mrs. Frank Onion 

Hon. F. Neal Parke 

Dr. J. Hall Pleasants 

George L. Radcliffe 

Daniel R. Randall 

Mrs. Hester Dorsey Richardson 

Miss Mary E. W. Risteau 

Miss Florence P. Sadtler 

Mrs. Frank B. Scrivener 

Mrs. Edward Shoemaker 

Mark 0 . Shriver 

Robert S. Shriver 

Robert F. Skutch 

DeCourcy W. Thorn 

Miss Elizabeth Chew Williams 

Lawrence P. Williams 

William Woodward 

Hon.Albert C.Ritchie, Governor 
Annapolis, Maryland. 

My dear Governor, 
At a meeting of the 

Executive Committe, yesterday, I was requested 
to lay several matters before you per ta in ing 
to the memorials of the ce lebra t ion . 

May I ask tha t you f ix a 
time and place to meet you at your convenience. 

Sincerely yours , 
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1632-34 1932-34 

William L. Marbury, Chairman 

Waldo Newcomer, Treasurer 

George L. Radcliffe, Recording Secretary 

Matthew Page Andrews, Corresponding Secretary 
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Maryland Tercentenary Commission 
Conf i rmed by Act of the General Assembly 

Baltimore, 

March 3,1932. 

Hon.Albert C.Ritchie, Governor 
Annapolis Maryland. 

My dear Governor, 
In my l e t t e r of February 29th. 

I s t a t ed t h a t , in accordance with your wishes, a 
meeting of the Memorials Committee would be ca l led 
a t an ear ly date . The following day t h i s meeting 
was arranged for March 15th. 

I s h a l l give you the r e s u l t s 
of t h i s meeting on the question of the appointment 
of Mr. Fowler, immediately a f te r the meeting and I 
have every reason to bel ieve approval w i l l be the 
decis ion , but as s ta ted in ray l e t t e r , do not expect 
unanimous approval because of my opinions as I have 
expressed them. 

With best wishes, I am 

Sincerely yours , 

gU*.A?>^U^o, 



f&jiiX/ • 

:,3arch 2nd 1932. 

Mr, George B« Callis, Jr., 
13 •toil Avenue, 
Catonoville, Maryland. 

Dear Geor e -

I have your favor of February 29th. I am 
certainly sorry that you do not approve the selection of 
Laurence Fowler. I cannot think, hot/ever, that there is 
any doubt about his capability, 

aft". Gordy, who has discussed the saatter 
• th you, made a very thorough survey of the whole field, 
and he has no doubt that the great Majority of the archi­
tects think that 17owler ought to be the man. lie is ;.!r. 
Gordy1 s choice and 'x. Dennis* choice* and while any one 
of a number of people would be agreeable to me, yet I have 
a very high opinion of I.-Jr. Fowler's work, and feol that no 
better selection could be ;uade. 

I have, however, no wish at all for you or 
your Committee to approve any selection which you do not 
happen to think is the best one. I wrote you because, when 
we discussed the matter sometime ago, you suggested that 
your Committee ought to figure in the selection and I en-
tlrely agreed; so, if you or your Committee wishes to Join 
with the Board of .'ublic orks in Mr, Fowler's selection, 
then I will :ial:e the announceiaent that way. If you, or 
your Cpiaiittee, does not want to do that, then I will Just 
announce the selection as having been made by the 3oard of 
Public "orks. I will lea~/e it entirely to you, therefore, 
as to whether you think it deoirable to call your Committee 
together or not. 

Sincerely yours, 

R-E aormsoR, 



G E O R G E R. C A L L I S , J R . 
A R C H I T E C T 

February 29,1932. 
Hon.Altert C.Ritchie, Governor 
Annapolis, Maryland. 

My dear Governor, 
I am in receipt of your letter of the 28th., 

advising me of the selection of lawrence Fowler to design the 
Memorial Hall of Records, being the unanimous choice of the 
Board of Public Works. As it is your desire to have an 
expression from the Memorials Committee, giving i£ possible 
the unanimous approval of Mr.Fowler, I shall call a meeting of 
the Committee at an early date. I will say howeverm as chair­
man of the Committee, that I am opposed to Mr.Fowler. Of the 
six names submitted for consideration by the Institute, I 
personally could not approve of Mr. Fowler or Mr.Palmer; any 
one of the other four have the necessary qualifications and 
would render excellant service to the State. There are several 
architects in Maryland that outrank these two men for the 
faithful execution of the period of architecture we are striv­
ing for, and who do not appear on the list. The list as sub­
mitted to you, was the results of a friendly popularity contest 
and I therefore do not take it seriously. 

I%has been hoped by many with whom I have 
talked, that the Memorial Hall of Records would establish an 
architectural precedent for all future buildings of the State 
group. To do this the architectural lines of the building 
must be executed with purety of style, eliminating all modern­
istic tendencies. The very nature and use of this building 
demands this, as it will house the records of the earliest 
traditions of Maryland, and vieing only with Virginia and 
Massachussetts for the earliest records of the birth of the 
Nation. Its architecture should therefore give expression to 
this and can only be accomplished by men who possess the 
scholarly talents of a student of pure Colonial architecture. 
The men referred to, have demonstrated their inability to be 
honest in the faithful execution of this most delicate and 
friendly style of architecture. 

My original thought and selection of the man 
to fio this work, was John Russell Pope of New York, who was 
selected by the Building Committee of John Hopkins University 
to design their administration building, which will occupy a 
dominating position in their campus group, and who is an 
authority on Colonial architecture. Realizing however the 
advantages of a Maryland man, I confined my study to local men 
and have formed some very definite conclusions. 

If this is your final decision however, I 
must accept the inevitable, but assure *bu it will dampen/ . ( 
my ardor in the work. Z ^f^MA, 

Sincerely yours, /Jtifc^^ i) 



February C3th 1Q32. 

Mr. GSooroe R. Callia, J r . , 
13 Ifclvln Avenue, 
Catoa3ville, Maryland. 

Dear Georre -

The -'.©arc! of ublic 'iorks has riven the ciost 
thorouf̂ a coaci&oratlon to all of tho architects on the Hot 
submitted by the Institute of Architects In connection v?ith 
the Ifcaorinl Hall of Boeords, and Laurence Fowler is thoir 
unanimous choieo. .hilo oosfcere o^ your Corriittee aay or 
iay not have different personal ehoicos, yet I en sure none 
of thea v/ould question ?$*. Fowler»s qualifications* 

If agreeable to your Cooaittee, I nould be 
Ind, in EKti&ng tho public ennounconont, to say that 'r. 

Fowler'3 aolection was raade jointly by the Board of /ublio 
Works aad your Coxd.ttoe,- or also was made by the Board of 
fublic Torks v,lth tho approval of your Gonial ttee; and, I 
will appreciate it if you will let ne know nhether this will 
be satisfactory to you and the raenfcora of your Cotsaittoe. 
I do not want to do it, of course, unless it is entirely so. 

1th boat wishes, I an 

Jinceroly yours, 

ft* 
Off HPOU 



G E O R G E R. C A L L I S , J R . 
A R C H I T E C T 

Hon. Albert G. Ritchie, Governor 
Annapolis, Maryland. 

My dear Governor, 
In response to your 

letter of the 10th. advising me of the 
decision of the Board of Public Works 
not to have a competition in the 
selection of an architect for the Hall 
of Records, and that the matter will 
be handled by the Board of Public Works 
with the cooperation of the Memorials 
Committee. 

I wish to assure 
you that the Memorials Committee, as 
well as the Executive Committee of the 
Maryland Tercentenary Commission will 
cooperate with you in this decision 
and await your call for further 
consideration of the matter. 

With personal 
best wishes, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

j£j t OCuZJUC^O 
/ 



November 10, 1931« 

Mr« Goorco R. Callis, Jr., 
15 lelvin Avenue, 
Catonsvillo, Maryland. 

Dear C*eargat~ 

After eonaideria* the matter carefully, Ifr« Dennis, Mr. 
Gordy and myself have decided not to have competition for the 
Arohitoot of the Hall of Records. 1 have boon over the pecula­
tions of the Institute of Architoots and it looks as if the co;t 
of competition would be quit* a rood doul more than you thought 
when I last saw you. At all events, I fool sure that Hi can f-ot 
just as fjood an Architect by solootinr hin ourselves, with what­
ever aid your oaanittoo will ctvo, as wo could through ecrapotition. 

Some time ago £&•• Henry 0« T. White, .'resident of the Baltimore 
Chapter, American Institute of Architects* offered the services of 
the Institute in oonnoction v;ith the now buildinc, and it sooms to 
mo that as r*.ood a way as any to becin in for mo to ask the Institute 
to furnish the Beard of ^blic Works with a list of all local 
Architoots whom thoy think are specially qualified and experienced 
in this kind of work. I am doin: this today. It \7ould not bo my 
idea, of courso, to shut out any Architects not on the Institute*a 
list from applying for the job if thoy wish to do so. ..hen the list 
comes in, I will bo very rlod to gi over it with you and see whothr 
you have any suggestions to make about it or about anybody on it. 

ith best wishes, I am, 

Sincerely yours, 

R-L 
CJovornor. 

file:///7ould
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September Q$ 19SI 

LIr. GOOPGO fU C a l l i s , 
13 Lle^vin Avenue, 
Bal t i i tore , l&rylanfl. 

B«ar George i 

I roGoivatl your favor of SeptoBber 10th, 
about th© Hull of Beoorcla, r e t r i l l rtooifio trhat aeons 
beat t o ao a t tli© next raoottnG of •»• oara of Public 
* "arks* 

"'i.th bost T/iohea, I 

Very t r u l y yourn, 

Governor• 

R-0 
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William L. Marbury, Chairman 

Waldo Newcomer, Treasurer 
George L. Radcliffe, Recording Secretary 

Matthew Page Andrews, Corresponding Secretary 

Richard M. Duvall, Chairman, Executive Committee 

Maryland Tercentenary Commission 
Conf i rmed by Act of the General Assembly 

Bal t imore , September 5, 1931. 

Joseph S. Ames 

Matthew Page Andrews 

Rev. Joseph J . Ayd, S. J . 

Arthur Barneveld Bibbins 

Van Lear Black 

Hon. Carroll T. Bond 

Mrs. W. Cabell Bruce 

George R. Callls, Jr. 

Henry W. Catlin 

Edward S. Delaplaine 

Elliott E. Dent 

Richard M. Duvall 

Swepson Earle 

Jacob Epstein 

Dr. Henry M. Fitzhugh 

. Hon. Eli Frank 

Hon. John W. Garrett 

Hon. Phillips Lee Goldsborough 

John Hays Hammond 

Mrs. Reuben Ross Holloway 

Mrs. J . Spence Howard 

Dr. Henry Barton Jacobs 

George C. Jenkins 

John H. Latane 

Benjamin Blandy Lee 

W. Hampton Magruder 

Rev. Dr. James M. Magruder 

William L. Marbury 

Mrs. Francis H. Markell 

John J. Nelligan 

Waldo Newcomer 

Herbert Noble 

Sidney L. Nyburg 

Dr. Charles O'Donovan 

Hon. T. Scott Offutt 

Mrs. Frank Onion 

Hon. F. Neal Parke 

Dr. J. Hall Pleasants 

George L. Radcliffe 

Daniel R. Randall 

Mrs. Hester Dorsey Richardson 

Miss Mary E. W. Risteau 

Miss Florence P. Sadtler 

Mrs. Frank B. Scrivener 

Mrs. Edward Shoemaker 

Mark 0 . Shriver 

Robert S. Shriver 

Robert F. Skutch 

DeCourcy W. Thorn 

Miss Elizabeth Chew Williams 

Lawrence P. Williams 

William Woodward 

Hon. Albert C. Ritchie, Governor 
Annapolis, Maryland. 

My dear Governor, 
I have received a copy of 

the letter from the office of Joseph Evans 
Sperry, Architect, from Mr. Marbury regarding 
the Hall of Records Building, which I understand 
was transmitted to you. 

It has been known to me for 
some time that this firm was interested in being 
commissioned for this important memorial of the 
anniversary celebration, but as chairman of the 
Memorials Committee I have also been approached 
by the office of Messrs Fisher and Taylor, 
Mackensie and Cross, Wrenn Lewis Westenhaver and 
Jencks and Lucius R. White. I concluded in 
fairness to all concerned it was right and proper 
to hold an architectural competition, and there 
upon made this recommendation to you. 

I concur with your views, as 
expressed in our recent meeting, that the site 
should first be acquired, before any publicity 
is given the erection of this building. There 
is however quite some ground to be covered before 
a competition can be launched, which can be 
handled quietly. 

In order to insure the completion 
of this building by March 1933, the architect should 
be selected and commissioned to proceed with working 
drawings and specifications by December 1st. 1931. 
This allows three months for the preparation of the 
working drawings and specifications, one month for 
receiving contractors bids and the awarding of the 
contract, and twelve months for constructing and 
equiping the building. in order therefore, to cover 
the preliminary stages of selecting the architect 
before December 1st. 1931, we should be in a position 



Sept., 5, 1931. 

Hon. Albert 6. Ritchie, Governor, 

to proceed now with drafting the program for the 
architectural competition, The selection of 
the site can proceed also, and should be concluded 
before the competition program is completed and 
ready for the architects. 

I wish to bring this to you attention 
at this time, as it may seem there is plenty of 
time to cover the ground to have this building 
completed by 1933, in reality we have very little 
time to lose. 

Awaiting your decision in the matter, 
I am 

Sincerely yours, 

ALJ.A> 
Chairman Memorials Committee, 

V 



G E O R G E R. C A L L I S , J R . 
A R C H I T E C T 

August 29 , 1931. 

Hon. Albert C. Ritchie, Governor 
Annapolis, Md. 

My dear Governor, 
It will be 

a pleasure for me to attend a 
meeting of the Board of Public 
Works at your office in the 
Union Trust Building on Wednesday 
September 2nd. at two-thirty 
o'clock to discuss the Hall of 
Records matter. 

I will have 
with me Mr, Maria 0. Shriver, a 
member of the Memorials Committee, 

With best 
personal wishes, I am 

Sincerely 

*4JLLL<?fi 



t^s^ 
August 88, 1931 

Wh Gaor^o R. Ca l l i s , J r 
llolvin Avonuo, 
Catoaovlllt.', LJoryland. 

Poar "ooro©:-

Tho Board of Public orlse wi l l BMt 
acain a t xay office in tt»® Union Truat Build­
ing on v/ocinoaday, Soptcabor 2nd, mad I wi l l 
aporocluto i t i f you can COMO a t two-thir ty 
o'clock that afternoon in ordor to dieouaa 
tho Hall of Bocorda o a t t o r . 

I7ith best wishoe, I am, 

Sincoroly youra, 

' - 7 , 
Oovornor• 



August | 8 | i9ra 

lfe« Georc© R. Ca l l i a , J r . , 
ro lv in Avenuo, 
Oatomr-r". 'Lie t I TarylastU 

Deer Georoas 

I have to call off our mootine for 
Au u@t 2Gth about the Stall of RGOordo, but will 
telephone you M K | rook and Make another date. 

fHh beat vdoheo, I am 

Sincerely youro, 

Govornor. 

R-S 



G E O R G E R. CALLIS, JR. 

ARCHITECT 

August 13, 1931. 

Hon. Albert C. Ritchie 
1003 Union Trust Building 
Baltimore City. 

My dear Governor, 
In replying 

to yours of the 12th., I wish 
to inform you it will be a 
pleasure to be present at a meeting 
of the Board of Public Works at 
2.00 P.M. on August 26th., and 
discuss the Tercentenary question. 

With best wishes, I am 

Sincere! 

aJUUu) 



August 12, 1931 

George R» Callis, Jr., 
Ilalvin Avenue, 
CatonKVille, Tlsryland. 

Dear George:-

Ihe Board of Public orks met today and 
I discussed the lo lorial Ilall of Records 
Tilth them. I do not think there trill bo much 
difficulty in working out a satisfactory plan 
of cooperation between your coraRittae and the 
Board, although I doubt whether we -ill reel 
that wo outfit to take nuch money from a oompara-
ti\<ely snail appropriation for prize purposes. 
Howevor, the best thinf; to do is for you to moot 
the Board and let u,i all discuss the situation 
to'other. e './ill hold a .looting for this pur­
pose at my office in the Union Trust BuilAinr on 
"ednesday aftornoon, August 20th, at tivo o'clock, 
and I hopo that timo \7ill be convenient to you. 
If y:>u want to brine one or two members of your 
comltteo r;ith you, that \7ill be all right* 

"71th bost wialios, I am, 

lnc rely yours, 

V 

Governor. 
"-L 

file:///7ill
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Maryland Tercentenary Commission 
Confirmed by Act of the General Assembly 

Baltimore, July 15, 1931. 

3 -

Hon. Albert C. Ritchie 
Governor of Maryland 
1006 Union Trust Building 
Baltimore City. 

I 
My dear Governor, 

Your favor of the 
14th. received, i n which you have 
appointed Thursday the 16th. a t 4.30 
o 'c lock, the time to meet you a t 
your Baltimore of f ice . 

The Committee 
meeting refer red to in my l e t t e r to 
you of July 13th. i s a t 4.00 o'clock 
the same day (Thursday) a t the 
Maryland Hi s to r i ca l Society. I t w i l l 
therefore not he possible for me to 
he a t your office a t 4.30 o 'c lock. 

May I ask tha t 
you f ix another day a t your convenience? 

Sincere! 



0 i i(* L: 

July M , 1931 

Mr. Gaosr@o R. C a l l i s , J r . , 
Ifclvin Avonuo, 
Catonevillo t IJaxyland* 

Dear Mr# Call 1st 

Referring t o your favor of July 9 th , I 
w i l l bo glafi t o BOO you a t tay BaAtlaaor© off ico, looc 
Uuian Trust Buildingi Thursday afternoon, July 16th, 
a t 4«30 o*clock* 

Vory truly yours, 

ttOTVrllOPa 

R-S 
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Wil l iam Woodward 

Hon. Albert C. Ritchie 
Governor of Maryland 
Annapolis, Md. 

My dear Governor, 
Replying #o 

your favor of the 10th. I t 
would he convenient for me to 
meet you in Annapolis, i f you 
w i l l f ix the time. 

I have been appointed 
chairman of a Committee on 
Memorials which w i l l hold i t s 
f i r s t meeting on t h i s Thursday. 
Before going in to t h i s meeting 
there are several points I 
des i re to discuss with you. 

Thus, my reason for 
seeing you at an ear ly date . 

S incere! 

aMlt4, 
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July 10th, 1931. Q J) 
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I r . George E« Ca l l io , J r . 
l e l v i n Avenue, 
Catonsvil le , raryland. 

Bear Georget 

I received your favor of July 9 th on 
r$r return tonight from a trip to Oceah City. I an 
dated up tomorrow, and don»t think I trill be able 
to be at ray Baltiaoro office any day next week. 
I trill Give you a ring, however, the first tiae I 
oan make appointments there. There is roally 
no hurry about the Tercentary matter, booaus© the 
Board of Publie arks will hardly take it up for 
soma little while. 

rith beet wishes, I an, 

Yours very truly, 

R-B Governor. 



G E O R G E R . C A L L I S , J R . 
ARCHITECT 

July 9, 1931. 

Hon. Albert C. Ritchie 
Governor of Maryland 
Annapolis, Md. 

My dear Governor, 
I desire to 

discuss some matters pertaining 
to the Maryland^Tercentary 
Commission, and"would ask that 
you fix the time, convenient 
to you. Preferably on Friday 
afternoon or Saturday morning. 

]aJULc» 


