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1-K February 29, 1952, 

AJ UoJ^ 

His Excellency, 
Honorable albert C. Ritchie, 
Governor of Maryland, „ > 
Annapolis, Maryland. OUuJc ' d "^ itT'i^ 
My dear Governor Ritchie, **yi , f^l^rA^r" ^"X 

I have your letter of February 28th, 

and a copy of your letter of the same date to Mr. Gallia, in 

reference to the selection of Mr. Laurence Fowler as the archi

tect for the Memorial Hall of Records. 

I have known Mr. Fowler for many years 

and from what I have seen of his work as an architect I do not 

think you could make a better selection. 

Very truly yours, 



February 33th 1932, 

Hon. William L. IJarbury, 
Ilaryland Trust Building:, 
Baltimore, ?ISaryland. 

Dear Hr« Marbury -

I enclose you copy of letter I am 
writing George Callis to the effect that Laurence Fowler 
is the unanimous choise of the Board of Public Ttorks aa 
the architect for the .Memorial Ilall of Records. 

If agreeable to you I trill be glad 
in making the announcement to say that :r. Fowler's 
selection/tae the approval, not only of :3r. Callis* Commit
tee, but also of yourself, as Chairman of the Tercentenary 
Commission. 

I do not, of course, want to do 
this if you have the slightest objections. 

Sincerely yours, 

R-E 
GOVERNOR. 
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September 8, 1031 <M^-
rj/fS^JL ^*~*^\ 

ISr. "illiam L. .""arbury, 
Maryland Trust Bulldin , 
Baltimore, raryland. 

Sear ;. rirburyt 

J^fa I M 3-3* 

^ J Jfcvv<i 

< ^ — " 

i'honk you for your favor of September 
4th, enclosing letter from Jr. Crisp of the 
office of Joseph Evans Gporry. AS far M I can 
learn the Institute of /asjhitocte discourages 
competitive awards, and, for that reason, makes 
it a <U&GL: proposition when competition among 
architect s'is held. I am getting a copjr of th© 
Institute's rales on the subject, and I think there 
are cone changes t;hich Ilr. Ccllis apparently did 
not recall the other flay. Tor instance, I believe 
that evory architect who competes is entitled to a 
substantial cash sun. I want to 'talk the Tr.ttor 
over again with the other members of th fl, but 
it leeks to it© as if the cost of a competition may 
be almost prohibitive in a job of this size, and I 
personally doubt Ttiether wo would get a bjetter building 
that way. I;or instance, I an sure that if :"r. c:?orryfs 
office, for example, was selected, that they would turn 
out every bit as good a job as if there was competition. 
Ilotjever, this eun be decided shortly, and whatever is 
done Lir. Dporry»s office will, of course, bo given 
every opportunity to be in the running. 

Very truly yours, 

Governor. 

IUS 
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His Excellency, 
Honorable Albert C. Ri tchie , 
Union Trust Building, 
3al t imor e, LiaryIan d. 
Dear Governor, 

I enclose herewith copy of l e t t e r 

received t h i s morning from the office of Joseph Evans 

Sperry, a r c h i t e c t s , in which Mr. Crisp of that firm, ex

presses a desire that the Board of Public Works should 

consider his firm for se lec t ion as a rch i t ec t s for the 

Memorial Hall of Records. 

I hope that the Board wi l l give careful 

considerat ion to what Mr. Crisp has to propose. As you 

know, his firm has done a fine work for us at the Crowns-

v i l l e Sta te Hospi ta l , and our experience with him has been 

most s a t i s f ac to ry . 
Very t ru ly yours, 

Copy t o : 

Mr. Duvall 

Mr. C a l l i s . 



COPY 

OFFICE OF 

JOSEPH EVANS SPERRY 

ARCHITECT 

409 Calvert Building 

Baltimore, Lid. 

September 4, 1951. 

Mr. William L. Marbury, Chairman, 
The Maryland Tercentenary Commission 
Maryland Trust Building, 
Baltimore, Maryland. 

Dear Mr. Marbury: 

Our office is very much interested in the 

proposed Memorial Hall of Records to be built in Annapolis, 
Maryland, and respectfully ask that our firm be placed be
fore his Excellency Governor Ritchie, Mr. Gordy and Mr. 
Dennis for consideration when the selection of an architect 
is made for this project. 

We feel that this building should be design
ed in an archaic style, particularly fitting with the fine 
old histo ic monuments still standing and with the historic 
traditions of Annapolis and Maryland. 

Recently we have restored "Shawan" and St. 
Johns' Episcopal Church in the V/orthington Valley for Mr. 
C. Wilbur Miller, which were erected about the year eighteen 
hundred. 

The Baltimore Country Club, for which the 
drawings have just been completed, is designed along similar 
archaic lines. 

This type of architecture appeals to us 
very much, and we feel sure that should the commission be 
entrusted to us, a very successful and happy solution of the 
project could be worked out in cooperation with your commission 
and the Board of Public ffork. 

Yery truly yours, 

OFFICE OF JOS. EVANS SPERRY 

BY HERBERT G. CRISP 
HGC:VG 



^/H^Aru^ 

August 28, 1931 

"Hon. ' ' i l l iara L. liar bury, 
Tteryland Trust Baildin 
Baltimore, Maryland. 

Dear r.fr. Iferbury:-

The Board of Public orke i s oln;; to 
laoot a t roy office in tho Union Iru-vt Buildln. • 
on Uodnasday afternoon, September 2nd, at two-
t h i r t y o'clock, and Coorco H« Gall ia , J r . , v&o 
la chairman of one of the Torcantonr.-T oara-
raittoos rolatin/-; to the Hell of Tiec'ojrdB, i s 
coin,:: to come before us in order to disousa the 
s i tua t ion . If convenient to you, I think i t 

it be desirable for you to cara© a l s o . Ac tho 
Aot rakes everything subjoot to tho approval of 
the Board of Public 'Jorko, that ralfht be a r;ood 
opportunity to s t r a i /h ton out any nioundorotand-
infja, i f there ore any. I find that I cannot bo 
in Baltimore u n t i l '/odneoday, vshich i s the reason 
I havo not telephoned you. 

»7ith best v/iahoa, I on, 

Sincerely yours, 

Governor • 
R-L 
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R\;Marylanct Tercentenary 
February 11, 1931. 

His Excellency, 
Honorable Albert 0, Ritchie, 
Governor of Maryland, 
^nnapolis, Maryland. 

My dear Governor, 

I have your letter of February 10th, and 

it seeas to me that you are going about the matter in ex

actly the right way. I will keep in touch with Judge Bond. 

Sincerely yours, 

uLyfiZ/&/pi<4^t^u>-<^~ 



. I£3H 

/&JU V 

Mnruary 10, 1931 

Hon. *7illian L. liar bury, 
JIaryland Trust Building, 
Baltimore, IJaryland. 

Doar Mf« Mar bury:-

Aftor tho Tercentenary Corral t toe loft today, I 
had a talk with Judge Carroll Bond and also with Judge 
Offutt and Mr. Goorgo R. Callis. Judge Bond felt, a* 
I did, that the thing to do was first find out exactly 
what sort of a building ought to bo erected to tako 
care of tho records. He said that ho could got from 
r/ashlngton a nan who was thoroughly expert along these 
lines and ttio could coio over to Annapolis to look at 
the records here and give advice as to just how they 
eur*ht to bo kept and stored and preserved and as to just 
what kind of a building they ought to be in. Then George 
Callis could make up an estimate of what the building 
would cost. At tho sane tine somebody like Jail Pleasants 
could get in touch with the Maryland Historical society 
and see what ought to be brought here from there and 
allowance could be made for that. The estimate made in 
t'-is way would simply represent proper provision for the 
preservation of the records, and then wo could soe whether 
the finances of the State permitted a building better 
fitted to the manorial side of tho matter. Judgo Bond 
said that he would keep in touch with you in order to have 
your advice. It seoms to no that in this way we can work 
out something in the next ten days or two weeks. 

"71th best wishes, I am, 

Sincor••••ly yours, 

Govoroor. 
H-L 


