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r . Ji l l iara Gordon '.eecher, 

12 Cast Pleasant t r e o t , 
Bal t i : lore, "aryland • 

car r . Deecher -

I have yotir favor of 
January 11th. The Jtate Comptroller, r. 
Jilliari ..;. Gordy, Jr., has been gathering 
data with regard to the architects suggested 
by the ̂ lerican Institute for the T!all of 
Records; and he has not submitted this data 
yet to the :3oard of Public orks by ishom the 
selection will be aade. 

There certainly can bo 
no doubt of your qualifications, and no doubt 
either that the Hoard will give them the full­
est consideration when the time cooes. 

With best wishes, I am 

Gincerely yours, 

GOVERNOR, 
I-.-E 



WM • GORDON • BEECHER 

ARCHITECT 

12 • E • PLEASANT STREET 

BALTIMORE MARYLAND 

January 11, 1932 

Honorable Albert c. Ritchie 
Governor of Maryland 
Annapolis, Maryland 

Dear Governor: 

Several weeks ago, I was notified by the Secretary 
of the Baltimore Chapter of The American Institute of Archi­
tects that as the result of a State-wide ballot, my name, 
together with those of five other Architects, was submitted 
to you as being one of a group possessing qualifications 
desirable in the choice and appointment of an Architect for 
the proposed Memorial Hall of Records to be built in Annap­
olis* Knowing that several of my very good friends have 
spoken to you on my behalf in connection with this work, 
I am herewith adding my personal request for the appoint­
ment. 

I am well aware that the problem of designing 
this particular building is one which should be approached 
with an understanding and appreciation of its proposed 
function, coupled with a due regard and profound respect 
for its historic background and equally historic surroundings. 

Feeling that it is not altogether immodest for me 
to lay claim to the possession of the necessary qualifications, 
I most respectfully ask your favorable consideration. 

With kindest regards.and best wishes, I am, 

Very sincerely yours, 
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HELP THE COMMUNITY FUND DRIVE 

Never before, officials of the Community Fund declare, has 
there been encountered so much suffering and want as this 
year. 

If you came personally into contact with even one of the 
numberless cases of heartbreaking misery, you would not have 
to be urged, in the slightest degree, to assist in the city-wide 
effort that is being made to relieve the situation. 

It is dreadful enough to consider the condition of men and 
women who, used all their lives to high standards of living, 
have been forced by unemployment to a state where despair 
stares them in the face and where they have nothing left to 
sustain them but their shattered pride and such courage as 
they have managed to salvage. Stamina and breeding tell here 
as in every other ordeal of life, still, after all, human necessity 
is human necessity. 

But what of the multitudes of people who never possessed 
these saving qualities nor had a chance to develop them? 
Glance back a short way into history and note to what terrible 
climaxes the desperation of the lower classes has led. 

It should not be necessary, though, to look at the existing 
state of affairs from such an angle; it would not be if we all 
could only have it fixed firmly and constantly in our counscious-
ness that many grave and delicate social problems are quickest 
and most enduringly solved by simple and unostentatious 
kindness of heart. 

You, who are reading this, cannot think for a moment of the 
thousands of little children who are facing actual starvation, 
nor of their parents who, frantic with dread, watch winter's on­
coming not knowing where to turn for food, clothes or fuel—• 
you cannot think of this even the fraction of a second without 
a deep determination to do all you can to help. 

After the most careful figuring, it was found that the small­
est possible amount needed for Baltimore to take care of its 
impoverished citizens during the coming year was $2,130,711. 

The campaign continues until November 23. There are 
more ways than one in which you can be of splendid assis­
tance—give all you can, "until it hurts," as we used to say 
during the World War when needs were scarcely more bitter, 
and then get out among your friends and urge them to do their 
part nobly. 

Your contributions may be sent to any of The District team 
captains and workers, as follows: Mrs. Theodore C. Waters, 
107 Tunbridge Road, Homeland; Miss Helen H. Carey, 2220 
North Charles Street; Mrs. John K. Brigstocke, 312 Suffolk 
Road; Mrs. George A. Sober, 3937 Canterbury Road; Miss 
Mary Goodwillie, 205 Wendover Road; Mrs. Thomas P. Sprunt, 
4407 Norwood Road, Guilford; Mrs. A. D. Foster, 830 Uni­
versity Parkway, and Mrs. C. J. B. Swindell, 4828 Roland 
Avenue. 

George C. Buck, 12 Overhill Road, heads the Community 
Fund this year; Friend L. Wells, 116 Ridgewood Road, presi­
dent of the Roland Park Civic League, is head of the Speakers' 
Bureau; Austin McLanahan, president of the Savings Bank 
of Baltimore, is chairman of the Special Gifts Committee; 
Blanchard Randall, Jr., is campaign manager, having Col. S. B. 
Hartz as his assistant, and James M. Hepbron is its executive 
secretary. 


























