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LAWS OF MARYLAND.

CHAPTER 260.

AN ACT to provide for the general valuation and '
assessment of property in this State.

SectioN 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of
Maryland, That all interest, shares, or proportions in
all ships or other vessels, whether in or out of port,
owned by residents of this State; all shares of stock,
or shares in any bank, State or national, or in any
company or corporation, incorporated by, or locatéd
in, and doing business in this State, whether owned
in this State, or elsewhere; all shares of stock, or
shares in any bank, State or national, or in any com-
pany or corporation incorporated by, or located in,
and doing business in any other State, or.in any ter-
ritory or country, owned by residents of this State;
all bonds made by any corporation or by any other
State, or by any territory belonging to residents of
this State; all investments in securities or stocks of
any other State, territory or country; all investments
in private securities of every kind, nature and de-
scription, belonging to residents of this State, except
mortgages upon property in this State, and the mort-
gage debts respectively secured thereon, and all prop-
erty of every kind, nature and description within this
State, shall be liable to valuation, assessment and tax-
ation, except as provided in the next ensuing section
of this act. .

SEc. 2. And be it enacted, That the following prop-
erty is expressly exempted from State, couuty or
municipal taxation: property belonging to the United
States, or to this State, or to any county or incor-
porated city or town in this State; houses or build-
ings used exclusively for public worship, and the
furniture contained therein, and the ground which
the said houses or buildings so exclusively used for
public worship shall actually cover; graveyards,
cemeteries paying no dividends, and burying grounds
get apart for the use of any family, or belonging to
any church or congregation; the crop or produce of
any land in the State in the hands of the producer,
or his agent; provisions kept for the use and con-
sumption of the family of the person to whom the
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same shall belong; the working tools of mechanics
and manufacturers, moved or worked exclusively by
hand; wearing apparei of every description; fish,
while in the possession of the fishermen employed
in catching, salting and packing the same while
they remain in their possession, or in that of their :
agents unsold; hospitals or asylums, charitable or =
benevolent institutions, so far as used for the bene-
fit of the indigent and afflicted, and the ground
which the buildings used as such hospitals, asylums, . .
charitable or benevolent institutions shall actually

cover, and thie ‘equipments owned by such corpora-

tions or institutions. All other property in this

State of every kind, nature and description what-

- . able to
soever, shall be liable to valuation, assessment and ~valuation.
taxation; and all acts or parts of acts exempting any '
other property except that exempted by this act,
from valuation, assessment.or taxation for State,
county or municipal purposes, which can be repealed
by this General Assembly, are, to the extent of such

_exemption, whenever or however the same has been
heretofore granted, hereby expressly declared to be
repealed to the extent of said exemption as aforesaid, Repealed,
and to be hereafter of no force'or effect in granting
such exemption. *

Sgo. 8. And be it enacted, That to facilitate and ex-
pedite the assessment of property in this State under Assessment
this act, the several counties of this State, and the fstricts.
City of Baltimore, are hereby divided into the fol-
lowing assessment districts: Allegany county shall ;..o |
be divided into three assessment districts; the first =~ connty.
shall be composed of the first, second, third and
fourth election districts of said county; the second
shall be composed of the fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth
and fourteenth election districts of said county;
the third shall be composad of the ninth, tenth,
eleventh, twelfth and thirteenth election districts of
said county. Aune Arundel county shall be divided , . ungel
into two assessment districts; the first shall be the county.
territory within the corporate limits of the City of
Annapolis; the second shall constitute all of the said
county not included within the limits of the %ity of
Annapolis. Baltimore city shall be divideld 1nto Baitimorecity
twenty assessment districts upon the basis of the
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present divirion of the said city into wards; the first
ward of said city, as at present laid out, shall con-
stitute the first assessment district of said city; the
second ward of said city, as now laid out, shall con-
stitute the second assessment district of said city;
the third ward of said city, as at present laid out,
shall constitute the third assessment district of said
city; the fourth ward of said city, as at present laid
out, shall constitute the fourth assessment district of
said city; the fifth ward of said city, as at present
}aid out, shall constitute the fifth assessment district
of said city; the sixth ward of said city, as at pre-
sent laid out, shall constitute the sixth assessment
district of said city; the seventh ward of said city,
as at present laid out, shall constitute the seventh
assessment district of said city; the eighth ward of
said city, as at present laid out, shall constitute the
eighth assessment district of said city; the ninth
ward of said city, as at present laid out, shall consti-
tute the ninth assessment district of said city; the
tenth ward of said city, as at present laid out, shall
constitute the tenth assessment district of said city;
the eleventh ward of said city, as at present laid out,
shall constitute the eleventh assessment district of
said city; the twelfth ward of said city, as at present
laid out, shall constitute the twelfth assessment dis-
trict of said city; the thirteenth ward of said city, -
a8 now laid out, shall constitute the thirteenth assess-
ment district of said city; the fourteenth ward of
said city, as now laid out, shall constitute the four-
teenth assessment district of said city; the fifteenth
ward of said city, as now laid out, shall constitute
the fifteenth assessment district of said city; the six-
teenth ward of said city, as now laid out, shall con-
stitute the sixteenth assessment district of said city;
the seventeenth ward of said city, as now laid out,
shall constitute the seventeenth assessment district
of said city; the eighteenth ward of said city, as
now laid out, shall constitute the eighteenth assess-
ment district of said city; the nineteenth ward of
said city, as now laid out, shall constitute the nine-
teenth assessment district of said city; and the
twentieth ward of said city, as now laid out, shall
constitute the twentieth assessment district of said
city. Baltimore county shall be divided into nine
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assessment districts ; the first and thirteenth elec- .
tion districts of said county, as at present laid out, Baltimore
shall constitute the first assessment district of said "%
county; the second and fourth election districts of

said county, as at present laid out, shall counstitute

the second assessment district of said county; the

third election district, as at present laid out, shall
constitute the third assessment district of said county;

the fifth and sixth election districts of said county,

as at present laid out, shall constitute the fourth
assessment district of said county; the seventh

and tenth election districts of said county, as at
present laid out, shall constitute the fifth assess-

ment district of said county; the eighth elec-

tion district of said county, as at present laid out,

ghall constitute the sixth assessment district of

said county; the ninth election district of said
county, as at present laid out, shall constitute the
seventh assessment district ‘of said county; the
eleventh election district of said county, as at present

laid out, shall constitute the eighth assessment dis-

trict of said county; and the twelfth election district

of said county, as at present laid out, shall constitute

the ninth assessment district of said county. Cal- Calvert & Car-
vert county shall constitute one assessment district; tles.
Cargline county shall constitute one assessment
district; Carroll county shall be divided into four e roncounty
assessment districts; the first shall be composed of

the first, second, tenth and tweltth districts of said
county; the second shall be composed of the third,

seventh and eleventh districts of said county; the

third shall be composed of the fourth, sixth and

eighth districts of said county ; and the fourth shall

be composed of the fifth and ninth districts of said

county. Cecil county shall constitute two assess- Cecil county.
meut districts; the first to be composed of the first,

second, third and fifth election districts of said
county; the second to be composed of the fourth,

sixth, seventh, eighth and ninth eiection districts of

sald county. Charles county shall be divided into Charles
two assessment districts; the first shall be composed v
of the first and third collection districts; and the

second shall be composed of the second and fourth
collection districts. Dorchester county shall be
divided into three assessment districts; the first Popunare”
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shall be composed of the first, second, third, eleventh
and ;twelfth election- districts of said county; the
second shall be composed of the seventh, eighth,
ninth and thirteenth election districts of said county ;
the third shall be composed of the fourth, fifth, sixth
and tenth election districts of said county. Freder-
ick county shall be divided into six assessment dis-
tricts; the first district shall be composed of election
district number two, of said county; the second
shall be composed of election districts numbers ten,
gix, sixteen and three; the third district shall be
composed of election districts twelve, fourteen and
one; the fourth shall be composed of election dis-
tricts numbere seven, nine, eighteen and eight; the
fifth shall be composed of election districts numbers
thirteen, eleven and seventeen; the sixth shall be
composed of election districts numbers four, fifteen
and five. Garrett county shall be divided into two
assessment districts; the first shall be composed
of the first, fourth, seventh and eighth election dis-
tricts of said county; the second shall be com-
posed of the second, third, fifth, sixth and ninth
election districts of said county. Harford county
shall be divided into two assessment districts;
the first shall be composed of the second, fifth and
sixth election districts of said cqunty; the second
shall be composed of the first, third and fourth elec-
tion districts of said county. Howard county shall
constitute one assessment district. Kent county
shall constitute one assessment district. Montgo-
mery county shall be divided into two assessment
districts; the first shall be composed of the first,
second and third election districts of said county;
the second shall be composed of the fourth and fifth
election districts of said county. Prince George’s
county, as constituted prior to eighteen hundred and
seventy-six, shall be divided into three assessment
districts; the first assessment district, shall be com-
posed of the first, second, seventh and tenth election
districts of said county; the second shall be com-
posed of the third, fourth, sixth and twelfth election
districts of said county; the third shall be composed
of the fifth, eighth, eleventh and ninth election dis-
tricts of said county. Queen Anne’s county shall



JOHN LEE CARROLL, EsuIRk, GoverNor. 437

»*
constitute one assessment district. Somerset county Somerset.
-ghall be divided into two assessment districts; the first “°™™*"
shall be composed of the first, second, fourth, fifth -
and ninth election districts of said county; the se-

" cond shall be composed of the third, sixth, seventh

and eighth election districts of said county. St. st. Marys
Mary’s county, as constituted prior to eighteen hun. ©°uaty
dred and seventy-six, shall be divided into two as-

sessment districts; the first to be composed of the
first,second and third election districts of said county;

the second to be composed of the fourth, fifth, sixth

and seventh election districts of said county. Tal- Talbotcounty
bot county shall constitute one assessment district.
‘Wasghington county shall be divided into four assess- ‘wasnington
ment districts; the first shall be composed of the c°ounty
first, sixth, eighth, eleventl and nineteenth election

districts of said county; the second shall be com-

posed of the second, third, tenth, twelfth and seven-

teenth election districts of said county; the third

shall be composed of the fourth, fifth, thirteenth

and fifteenth election districts of said county; the

fourth shall be composed of the seventh, ninth, four-

teentlr, sixteenth and eighteenth election districts of

said county. Wicomico county shall constitute one Wicomicoand
assessment district. Worcester county shall con- “eoeaires.
stitute one assessment district. ‘

Skc. 4. And be it enacted, That if any election dis-
trict or districts, or any part or parts of the territory Be inciuged
of any county is not or are not included in any as-
sessment district provided by this act, the same shall
be included in such assessment district or respective
assessment districts as the Governor of this State
shall direct.

SEc. 5. And beit enacted, That the Governor of the
State, by and with the, advice and consent of the appoint three
Senate, shall appoint three suitable persons from - assessors.
the aforesaid first assessment district of the City of
Baltimore; three from the aforesaid second assess-
ment district of said city; three from the aforesaid
third assessment district of said city ; three from the
aforesaid fourth assessment district of said city;
three from the aforgsaid fifth assessment district;
three from the aforesaid sixth assessment district of
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said city; three from the aforesaid seventh assess-
ment district of said city; three from the aforesaid
eighth assessment district of said city; three from
Appoint three the aforesaid ninth assessment district of said city ;
‘assessors.  three from the aforesaid tenth assessment district of
said city ; three from the aforesaid eleventh assess-
ment district of said city; three from the aforesaid
twelfth assessment district of said city; three from
the aforesaid thirteenth assessment district of said
city ; three from the aforesaid fourteenth assessment
district of said city; three from the aforesaid fifteenth
assessment district of said city; three from the afore-
said sixteenth assessment district of said city; three
from the aforesaid seventeenth assessment district of
said city ; three from the aforesaid eighteenth assess-
ment district of said city; three from the aforesaid
nineteenth assessment district of said city; three
Appoint three from the aforesaid twentieth assessment district of
HSSesSOYS- said city ; three from each of the aforesaid assess-
ment districts in the several counties of this State, to
make in the said respective wards and assessment dis-
tricts, the valuations and assessments directed, to be
made by this act. Each of the said assessors to be
appointed, shall be a property holder, and shall have
resided in the ward or wards, or in the assessment
district for which he shall have been appointed; for
at least one year before his said appointment.

Sec. 6. And be it enacted, That the Governor of the

State, by and with the advice and consent of the

Senate, shall also appoint three suitable persons in
Board of Con- each county who shall be a Board of Control and
view 4 %" Review for said county; he shall also appoint three
suitable persons in the first four wards of Baltimore

city, who shall be a Board of Control and Review

for the first four wards of said city; the said board

shall be known as the Board of Control and Review

for Baltimore city, number one. He shall also ap-

point three suitable persons in the fifth, sixth, sev-

enth and eighth wards of Baltimore city, who shall’

be a Board of Control and Review for the said fifth,

sixth, seventh and eighth wards; the said board

shall be known as the Board of Control and Review

for Baltimore city, number two. He shall also

appoint three suitable persons in the ninth, tenth,
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eleventh and twelfth wards of Baltimore city, who
shall be a Board of Control and Review for the said
ninth, tenth, eleventh and twelfth wards; the said
board shall be known as the Board of Control and
Review of Baltimore city, number three. He shall
also appoint three suitable persons in the thirteenth,
fourteenth, nineteenth and twentieth wards of Bal-
timore city, who shall be a Board of Control and
Review for the said thirteenth, fourteenth, nine-
teenth and twentieth wards: the said board shall be
known as the Board of Control and Review for Bal-
timore city, number four. He shall also appoint
three suitable persons in the fifteenth, sixteenth,
seventeenth and eighteenth wards of Baltimore city,
who shall be a Board of Control and Review for the
gaid fifteenth, sixteenth, seventeenth and eighteenth
wards; the said board shall be known as the Board
of Control and Review for Baltimore city, number
five; each of the said persons, so appointed, to be
members of the said respective Boards™ of Control
and Review, shall be property holders and shall have
resided in the county or in one or more of the wards
of the city of Baltimore, for which he is appointed,
for at least one year before his said appointment.

Sgc. 7. And be it enacted, That the Assessors, ap-
pointed under this act, and each person appointed
under this act as one of a board of Control and Re-
view, shall receive the sum of four dollars per day
for every day of actual service by him performed
under this act; each Board of Control and Review,
appointed for any county in this State, shall have
the right to appoint & clerk, who shall receive for
each day of actual service, as such clerk, the sum of
four dollars ver day, and who shall be subject to re-
moval at the pleasure of said board ; each Board of
Control and Review, appointed forsthe City of Bal-
timore, shall have the right to appoint two clerks to
said board, who shall each receive, for each day of
actual service as such clerk, the sum of four dollars
per day and shall each be subject to removal at the
pleasure of said respective boards. The compensa-
tion of the said assessors, members of the Board of
Control and Review, and clerks appointed for the
several counties in this State, shall be paid by the

Board of Con-
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view.
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counties in which their duties are respectively per-
fogmed; and the compensation of the said a83€88018
appointed for the assessment districts in the City of

" Baltimore, and of the members of the Board of Con.

trol and Review, appointed for said city, and of their
clerks, shall be paid by the Mayor and City Council
of Baltimore; the accounts for services rendered by
the members of the Boards of Coutrol and Review
and clerks to said boards, in the respective counties,
shall be approved by the county commissioners of
the said respective counties before the same are paid;
and the accounts for services rendered by the mem-
bers of the Boards of Control and Review and clerks
to said boards in the City of Baltimore, shall be ap-
proved by the Appeal Tax Court of Baltimore city
before the same are paid. :

SEc. 8. And be it enacted, That the Governor of the
State shall have power to remove, at any time, for
Cause any assessor or assessors, or member or mem-
bers of any Board of Control and Review appointed
under this act, and to appoint another person or other
persons, duly qualified to perform the duties of the
said office or offices in the place of the respective
person or persons removed from office, and the per-
Son or persong, 8o appointed, shall qualify in the
same manner, as if he or they had been originally
appointed, under this act, by the said Governor.

SEc. 9. And be it enacted, That every assessor, and
évery person appointed to any Board of Control and
Review, and every clerk appointed under the pro-

"visions of this act, shall, before he enters upon the

duties of the said office of assessor, member of the
Board of Control and Review, or clerk, take the fol-
lowing oath or affirmation, before some person au-
thorized by law to administer an oath or afirmation,
to wit: «I ... do swear (or solemnly and sin-
cerely and traly declare and affirm,) that, as (naming
the wards or assessment districts for which he is
appointed assessor, or as a member of the Board
of Control and Review, or naming the county or
district or asclerk to the Board of Control and Review
for) (naming the county or district.) “I will to the
best of my skill and Judgment execute the duties
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of the said office, diligently and faithfully, accord-
ing to the directions of the act under which I am ap-
pointed,” entitled “an act to provide for the general
valuation and assessment of property in this State,’
without favor, affection or partiality,” which said
oath or affirmation properly attested by the justice
of the peace or other competent person, before
whom the same shall have heen taken, shall be filed
by the person taking the same within ten days
after his appointment in the office of the county com-
missioners of that couuty in which, or in any part
of which his said duties are to be performed, and in
the Office of the Appeal Tax Court of the City of
Baltimore, if his duties are to be performed in the
said city or in any part thereof.

Sec. 10. And be it enacted, That it shall be the
duty of the said county commissioners of the respec-
tive counties, and of the Appeal Tax Court of Balti-
more city, to notify the Governor of any failure on
the part of any person, appointed assessor for any
part of their respective counties or of the City of
Baltimore, or a member of any Board of Control ‘and
Review, for their respective counties or for any part
of the City of Baltimore, to qualify as aforesaid ; and
to notify any Board of Control and Review of the
failure of any clerk or clerks. by it appointed, to
qualify as aforesaid; and upon receiving uotice of
the failure of any person appointed assessor, or mem-
ber of a Board of Control and Review so to qualify,
the Governor shall forthwith appoint another person
to the said office, and on the failure of any clerk to
any Board ot Control and Review so to qualify, the
sald board shall forthwith appoint another person to
the said office ; and the said respective powers ot ap-
pointment by the said Governor, and by the said re-
spective - Boards of Control and Review, shall be
exercised whenever any vacancy occurs in the offices
of assessors, members of the Board of Control and
Review, or clerks, created under this act.

Sec. 11. And be it enacted, That the Comptroller
of the Treasury be and he is hereby directed to pre-
pare forthwith printed instructions and forms, for
the guidance and direction of the assessors, members
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of the Boards of Control and Review, and clerks to
said boards, appointed under the provisions of this
act, and forms for returns of property to be made
by persons liable to assessment; but such instruc-
tions shall be in all particulars in conformity with
the provisions of this act; and he ghall transmit to
each of said assessors, members of said Boards of
Control and Review, and clerks, two printed copies
of the forms and instructions so by him prepared for
their use respectively ; and he shall transmit to said
respective assessors such number of printed forms
of returns to be made by persons and owners to
whom property shall be valued in their respective
assessment districts as shall be necessary.

Sgc. 12. And be it enacted, That the said assessors
appointed under the provisions of this act, for the
said several assessment districts of any county in
this State, or for any county in this State, shall
assemble at the places in their respective counties
at which the Circait Courts for said respective coun-
ties are usually held, on the first Tuesday in May,
in the year eighteen hundred and seventy-six, and
thereupon enter upon the performance of their
respective duties; and the assessors appointed under
this act for the several assessment districts in the
City of Baltimore, shall assemble at the City Hall,
in said city, on the same day, and thereupou enter
upon the performance of their respective duties;
and the assessors so assembled in the said respective
localities as aforesaid, shall, primarily, proceed to
consider their respective duties under this act, and
the instructions of the Comptroller, and the forms
prepared for their use, to the end that their said
respective duties may be uniformly discharged and
performed.

Sgc. 18. And be it enacted, That the members of
the several Boards of Control and Review, appoint-
ed under the provisions of this act, for the several
counties of this State, shall assemble at the places in
their respective counties, at which the Circuit Courts
for said respective counties are usually held, on the
first Tuesday ir September, in the year eighteen
hundred and seventy-six, and thereupon enter upon
the performance of their respective duties; and that
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the members of the five Boards of Control and Re-
view appointed under this act, for the five districts
of the City of Baltimore, shali assemble in the City
Hall, in said city, and thereupon enter upon the
performance of their respective duties on the same
day; and the said respective members of the said
Boards of Control and Review, when so assembled
in the said several localities, shall proceed to con-
sider their said respective duties under this act, and
the instructions of the Comptroller, and the forms
prepared for their respective use, to the end that
their respective duties may be properly discharged
and performed.

SEc. 14. And be it enacted, That it shall be the duty
of the county commissioners of the several counties
and of the Mayor and City Council of Baltimore re-
spectively to provide and assign proper places in
their said respective counties and in the City of Bal-
timore, for the meetings and accommodation of their
respective assessors ind Boards of Control and Re-
view during the time in which they are engaged in
performing their respective duties under this act.

SEc. 15. And be it enacted, That every assessor or
member of any Board of Control and Review, ap-
pointed under this act, shall have the right to admin-
ister an oath or affirmation to any person whom the
said respective assessors or Boards of Control and
Review are authorized to examine under the provi-
sions of this act.

Sec. 16. And be it enacted, That the president or
other proper officer of every bank, State or National,
located in this State, and of every corporation incor-
porated by or under the laws of this State, and of
every association or company located and doing
business in this State, whose capital is represented
- by shares of stock, or shares, shall on or before the
first day of July next make return on his oath or
affirmation, and transmit to the county commission-
ers of each county of this State and to the Appeal
Tax Court of Baltimore city, a list of the stockhold-
ers or shareholders in such bank, corporation, asso-
ciation or company, who respectively reside in the
county or City of Baltirore, to which such return
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is made, so far as the place of residence of such
shareholders or stockholders is known to him or can
be discovered by him upon inquiry, together with
the number of shares of stock or shares held by each
of such stockholders or shareholders; and he shall
also make return of, on his oath or affirmation and
transmit to the county-commissioners of the county
in which his said bank, corporation, association or
company has its principal place of business, or to
the Appeal Tax Court of Baltimore city if such bank,
corporation, association or company has its principal
place of business therein, a list ot the stockholders
or shareholders in such bank, corporation, associa-
tion or company who are non-residents of this State,
together with the number of shares held by each of
said non-residents; in case no stockholder or share-
holder of said bank, corporation, association or com-
pany shall reside in the county, to the county com-
missioners whereof the said return is made, or in
the City of Baltimore if the said return be thereto
made, the said president or otlier proper officer of
said bank, corporation, association or.company shall
8o make return on his oath or atfirmation; any bank
corporation, association or company whose president
or other proper officer shall neglect or refuse to
make such return upon his oath or affirmation shall
pay to the Mayor or City Council of Baltimore, if
it has neglected or refused to make such returns to
the Appeal Tax Court of Baltimore city or to the
county commissioners of any county to whom it has
neglected or refused to make such return, the sum
of one hundred dollars for each day after the said
first day of July, until said return is made as is re-
quired by this act, to be recovered by the Mayor
and City Council of Baltimore or the said county
commissioners, as the case may be, by suit in any
court having jurisdiction of the said case; the said
county commissioners of the said respective counties
shall deliver theé said returns, when so received, to
the Board of Control and Review for their respective
counties; and the Appeal Tax Court of Baltimore
city shall forthwith deliver a copy of the returns, so
to it made, to each of the Boards of Control and
Review for Baltimore city.
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SEC. 17. And be it enacted, That it shall be the duty
of the said assessors, so appointed for each assessment
district as aforesaid, or of a majority of them, to
make diligent inquiry, and to inform themselves,
by personal inspection, on the premises, and by all
lawful means, of all the property, within their re-
spective assessment districts, not exempted from
valuation and assessment by this act, and to value
the same at its full cash value, without looking to a
forced sale. All property permanently located in
any county of this State, or in the City of Baltimore,
shall be valued and assessed to the owner thereof in
the assessment district in which said property is so
permanently located. All shares or shares of stock,
In any national baunk, or in any bank, corporation,
asgociation or company, incorporated under the laws
of this State, and belonging to any non-resident
owner, and all other personal property located in
this State, belonging te any non-resident owner,
shall be valued and assessed to the owner thereof,
in the assessment district in which said bank, cor-

*poration, association or company may have its prin-
cipal place of business in this State, or in which said
personal property may be so located. All personal
property, belonging to a resident of this State, shall
be valued and assessed to the owner thereof, in the
assessment district in which said owner may reside,
except goods and chattels permanently located in
any city or county of this State, which shall.be valued
and assessed in the city or county, in whieh- they are
8o located. In valuing real estate in any county'in
this State, except in a city in such county, the asses-
sors shall specify, as far as may be practicable, the
name or names of the tracts or parcels of land so
valued, and the number of acres or quantity of land
in each, and the value per acre. They shall eepar-
ately value the improvements upon the respective
tracts or parcels of real estate, in the said several
counties, so by them respectively valued. In valu-
ing any lct or parcel of ground in the City of Balti-
more, or in any city, in any county, the said assessors
shall specify, as nearly as possible, the precise loca-
tion of each lot or parcel of ground, giving as near-
ly a8 practicable the number of front feet in each
lot or parcel of ground, and the depth of each lot or

Duty.
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Personal prop-
erty.

Real estate.
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parcel of ground, the street or streets on which it
bounds, and the value of each lot or parcel of ground;
and they shall value separately the improvements
upon each lot or parcel of ground in said city. When
any building, so valued, is located upon any. street,
and designated by a number, such number, and the
pame of such stréet, shall always be given. In valu-
ing stock or shares in any bank, company, associa-
tion or corporation, the number of shares, or of
shares of stock in such bank, company, association
or corporation, owned by the owner to whom the
same are valued, shall be stated, together with the
respective values of each. In valuing bonds, securi-
ties and other investments, the nature of such bonds,
securities and other investments, shall be briefly
stated, with the respective values of each. Farming
implements, live-stock, household furnituore, gold
and silver plate. :

Skc. 18. And be it enacted, Thatif any corporation
or person be assessed by the said assessors for any
property which the said person or corporation may
believe to be exempted from taxation, although the
game be not exempted therefrom by the provisions
of this act, such person or corporation shall have the

" right to require the said assessors to note in a sepa-

Separate valu-
ation.

To be present

rate book, which the said respective assessors are
hereby directed to provide for their use in their
respective assessment districts, the particular prop-
erty so claimed to be exempted from taxation, and
the namesof the owner thereof, and to make in said
book a separate valuation of said preperty to the
owner thereof, to the end that the said exemptions
so claimed, may thereafter be separately determined
by the proper Boards of Coutrol and Review, or by
the law of the land.

Sgc. 19. And be it enacted, That it shall be the duty
of the assessors appointed under this act for any
assessment district, or of a majority of them, to be
present at the valuation of each and every variety of
property directed by this act to be valued in their
assessment district; and in case the said assessors
shall disagree as to any valuation, such valuation
shall be fixed and determined by a majority of said
assessors; and if the majority of said assessorsshould
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disagree as to said valuation, it shall be the duty of
the said assessors to report the matter in difference
to the Board of Control and Review, within the
Jjurisdiction of which said difterence of opinion
arose ; and said Board of Control and Review shall
proceed to value the said property to the owner
thereof’; and the said valuation, as by it rade, shall
have the same effect as if° the same had been made
by thé said assessors.

Sec. 20. And be it enacted, That it shall be the duty
of the said respective assessors, as soon as possible
after entering upon the duties of their respective
offices in their said respective assessment districts,
as heceinbefore provided, to give rotice that they
have entered thereupon, and to require by such
notice, every person or owner of property residin%
in their respective assessment districts, to give a ful
and particular account thereof to such assessors, dis-
tinguishing in such account the particular property
which may be under the care or management of

such person from his own; the said notice shall be -

published daily for ten days, in three or more news-
papers published in the City of Baltimore, and once
a week for two weeks in one or more newspapers
published in the several counties of this State; and
if there be a county in which no newspaper is pub-
lished, said notice shall be set up at the door of the
Court House in such county.

Sec. 21. And be it enacted, That the said accounts
so directed to be returned, shall be respectively
verified by the osth or affirmation of the said per-
sons or owners respectively, to be administered by
one of the assessors, to whom the said accounts are
respectively returned. If said persou or owner is
absent from the State, said accounts may be verified
by the oath or affirmation of such owner or person,
taken before any notary public, judge of any court
of any other State, or Consul ot the United States
in any foreign country; said notary public, judge or
consul attesting his certificate of said oath or affirma-
tion, by affixing thereto his seal of office, or by
causing to be affixed thercto the seal of his said
court; or,in the event of the absence of such per-
son or owner from this State as aforesaid, the said

To report.

Give notice'

Published.

Verified.

Affix geal
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return, and the oath or affirmation thereto, may be
made by any agent of the said person or owner who
has full knowledge of his said property.

Skc. 22. And be it enacted, That if any personl or
owner of property, so required to return an account,
as aforesaid, shall wilfully neglect so to do, within
twenty days after such notice, or if any person or
owner, as aforesaid, being required by amotice from
said assessors personally served upon him shall re-
fuse or neglect to return the account aforesaid, re-
quired from him within twenty days after such
special notice, such person or owner shall forfeit a
sum not less than fifty, nor more than five hundred
dollars, to be recovered by suit, in the name of the
State of Maryland against such person or owner in the
Circuit Court for that caunty, or in that court in the
City of Baltimore, which shall have jurisdiction over
the said case; and, upon refusal or neglect, as afore-
said, of any person or owner, as aforesaid, or of any
agent, as aforesaid, to make such return, the said
assessors shall upon their own knowledge, and upon
the best information they can obtain, value the prop-
erty of such owner or person to the utmost sum they
may believe the same to be worth in cash.

Sec. 28. And be it enacted, That any owner of
property, or person, who shall give a false or partial
account or statement of any property owned by him,
her or it, or under his, her or its management, or in
his, hefllor its possession, with intent that the just
valuation, assessment or taxation of such property
may be avoided, shall forfeit and pay twice the
amount of taxes, which would have been due upon
such property, it the same had been duly returned
and valued; and said sum shall be recovered by an
action brought in the name of the State of Maryland
against such person or owner, in the Circuit Court
of that county, or in that court in the City of Balti-
more, which shall have jurisdiction in the said case;
and in the trial of such cause, the jury shall have
the right to find from the evidence the amount of
taxes, which would have been due upon said prop-
erty, if the same had been duly returved and valued
as aforesaid.
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Sgc. 24. And be it enacted, That the said respective
assessors, appointed under this act for each assess-
ment district, shall, as soon as the valuations directed
by.this act, to be by them respectively made, are
completed, make, in duplicate, a return verified by
the oath or affirmation of said respective assessors
for such assessment district, or by the oath or affirm-
ation of a majority of them, which shall set forth
the names of the owners in each election district or
ward, within their respective assessment districts,
to whom property has been valued under this act.
The said names of the said owners in each of said
election districts or wards, shall be set down in al-
phabetical order. If the name of any owner is un-
known, the property shall be returned as belonging
to a person unknown. After the name of each
owner, as aforesaid, shall be set down the’ property
valued to said owner, described as directed by the
seventeenth section of this act, and the value there-
of, as valued, shall be duly extended opposite to each
item of said property. They shall also make, in
duplicate, a copy of the book in which they have
entered particular property within their respective
assessment districts, which was claimed by the re-
spective owners thereof to be exempted from taxa-
tion. The said assessors shall deliver one copy of
the said return and book, so by them made, to the
county commissioners of the county within which
their said assessment district is situated, and the
other copy of said return and book.to the Board of
Control and Review for the connty within which
their said assessment district issitnated. The asses-
sors, appointed for any assessment district in the
City of Baltimore, shall deliver one copy of the said
return and book to the Appeal Tax Court of Balti-

Make return,
verified by
oath, .

Unknown,

Deliver copy.

more city, and one copy of ‘said return and book to -

the Board of Control and Review of the district
within the City of Baltimore, within which their
said assessment district is situated. The said respec-
tive assessors, shall, at the same time, return to the
said respective Boards of Control and Review within
which their respective assessment districts are situ-
ated, details of their respective proceedings in the
execution of this act, and all lists and statements
received by them, relating to the respective proper-

29
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ties which have been by them valued, and the valu-
ations whereof have been by them returned to said
respective Boards of Control and Review.

SEec. 25. And beit enacted, Thatthe said several re-
turns directed to be made by the preceding section of
this act, to the said respective county commissioners
and to the said respective Boards of Control and Re-
view, shall'be made by the assessors in person or by
messenger, on the second Tuesday in September, in
the year eighteen hundred and seventy-six; but the
Governor of this State shall have the power, for
good cause shown, to extend the time so provided
tor making such returns, to such time prior to the
second Tuesday of November, eighteen hundred and
reventy-six, as may to him seem right and proper.

Skc. 26.- And be it enacted, That it §hall be the duty
of the several Boards of Control and Review, ap-
pointed under the provisions of this act, to give two
weeks notice by publication, prior to the first Tues-
day in September, eighteen hundred and seventy-
8iX, it one or more newspapers published in their
respective counties and in the City of Baltimore, of
the respective meetings to be by them held on the
said first Tuesday of September, eighteen hundred
and seventy-six ; if there be no newspaper published
in the county for which any Board of Control and
Review is appointed, such notice shall be given by
notice set up at the Court House door in said county,
and at other public places in said county; each of
said boards shall assemble on the said first Tuesday
in September, eighteen hundred and seventy-six,
and shall continue in session daily thereafter, except
upon Sundays, from nine o’clock A. M. until four
o’clock P. M.; each of*said boards shall proceed to
consider the returns to them respectively made by
the assessors from the respective assessment districts
within their respective jurisdictions, and by the
county commissioners and Appeal Tax Court of
Baltimore city, and to hear and determine the com.-
plaints and appeals of any person or owner, who may
deem himself or itself aggrieved by any valuation of
property made by said assessors; in every Board of
Control and Review, appointed under this act, two
of the three members of the said board shall consti
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tute a quorum, and be competent to perform all the *
duties and exercise all the powers of the said board;
each of said board shall inform persons or owners,
resident within their respective jurisdictions, who
may apply to them, as to the property valued within
such jurisdictions to such respective persons and
owners, and as to the amounts at which said prop-
erty has been so valued; and each of said board

’

shall have power and authority to examine, upon Have power

oath or affirmation, the said person or owuer making
any complaint of or appeal from any valuation re-
turned to said board, touching the particulars“or
value of the property so valued, or touching any
other property belonging to said person or owuer,
whether the same has been valued or not, and naay,
upon due examination or upou their own knowledge,

and authority

abate or increase the valuation or valnations com- Abate orin-

plained of or appealed from, and correct the valua-
tion or valuations so made in saild returns; each of
said boards may value to the owners thereof, within
the proper assessmeat district or districts, property
which has been omitted to be so valued by the
assessors of the said proper assessment district, or
may value to the owners thereof any property in re-
lation to which the assessors, within the jurisdiction:
of said board, have disagreed as to the value thereof;
each of said boards is hereby directed and required

crease.

to examine carefully the several certificates, state- Examine ter-

ments and returns of valuations, or of property
claimed to be exempted from valuation and assess-
ment, made by the assessors within their respective
jurisdictions, and to correct the said returns of as-
sessable property made to them as aforesaid care-
fully, by striki:g therefrom all property which ought
not to be valued under the provisions of this act, and
by adding thereto, and valuing at its proper value,
all the property omitted in said returns, which ought
to have been included therein, and which may be
subject to valuation under the provisions of this act.

titicates.,

Faoh of said Boards of Control and Review shall "°%™™

have power to correct any valuation so returned to
them respectively, whether any complaint or appeal
has been made in relation thereto or not. Rach
Board of Control and Review, as aforesaid, while
engaged in the performance of its duty, shall have



452 LAWS OF MARYLAND.

*power to call the several assessors, or any of them,
by whom any returns were to it made, before it, at
any time, in order that the said returns so to be
made by the said several assessors may be to it fully
explained.

Src. 27. And be il enacted, That each Board of
Control and Review appointed under this act, shall,
with the aid of their respective clerks, enter and
record in a book or books to be provided for that .
purpose, an accurate and fair account of all the
property within their respective counties, or within
the respective divisions of the City of Baltimore
heretofore referred to in this act, which has been
valued as hereinbefore provided. The said record
shall show the names of owners in each election
district of each county as now laid out, and in each
ward in the City of Baltimore, as now laid out, set
down in alphabetical order. If the name of any
Ownerun-  owner is unknown, the property valued to such per-

' son shall be valued as belonging to a person un-
known. After the name of each owner, so set down
as aforesaid, the property valued to such owner
described as directed by the seventeenth section of
this act, shall he set down, and the value thereof, as
valued, shall be duly exteuded opposite to each item
of the said property. ¥ach of said boards shall,

: with the aid of their respective clerks, make a full
Alphiabetical and complete alpbabetical index to the names of all
- persons or owners to whom property is valued in
their respective counties, and in the first four wards
of the City of Baltimore, as now laid out; and in the
fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth wards of Baltimore
city, as now laid .out; and in the ninth, tenth,
eleventh and twelfth wards of Baltimore city, as
now laid out; and in the thirteenth, fourteenth,
nineteenth and twentieth wards of Baltimore city,
as now laid out; and in the fifteenth, sixteenth,
seventeenth and eighteenth wards of Baltimore city,
R as now laid out; and shall return the said books and
eturn books ;. e
and lists. ~ lists 80 prepared, to the county commissioners of
their respective counties, and to the Appeal Tax
Court of Baltimore city, according as the said books
may relate to persons or property in said respective
counties, or in Baltimore city; the said several

Enter in book.
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books and indices shall be returned as aforesaid to.

the respective county commissioners of the respective
counties in the State, and to the Appeal Tax Court
of Baltimore city, on or before the thirty-first day
of December, in the year eighteer huundred and
seventy-six, unless the Governor of this State, for
good cause shown to him, shall extend the time of
making any one or more of said returns, ag he is
- hereby empowered to do.

Sec. 28. And be it enacted, That any owner of
property, or owner to whom property has been
valued, and who shall claim that the property so to
him, or it, valued, is not owned by him, or is ex-
empted from valaation or assessment, or any person

acting in behalf of such owner or person, or making-

such claim on behalf of said owner, . may file a
petition in the Circuit Court for that county in which
the said property has been so valued, or in the City
Court of Baltimore, if the said property has been
valued- in Baltimore city, setting forth the facts of
the said case, and the grounds upon which said
exemption is claimed, or denying said owuership;
the said petition shall be filed within thirty days
after the return made by the Board of Control and
Review of that county, or of the City of Baltimore,
in which said property shall have been valued, to the
county commissioners of said county, or to the
Appeal Tax Court of Baltimore city, or within thirty
days after the said property has been so valued to
the said owner, and notice given to him of such
valuation. To said petition, the county commis-
sioners of the county, or the Appeal Tax Court of
Baltimore city, according to the locality in which
such valuation was made, shall be made defendants,
and the State’s Attorney of the said county, or the
State’s Attorney of Baltimore city, as the case may
require, shall appear for the said defendants; the

said defendants shall answer the said petition within’

ten days after they shall have actual notice thereof.
It shall be the duty of the said Circuit Court, or
City Court of Baltimore, to hear the said case upon
petition and answer, and upon such affidavits, if any,
as the court may authorize to be taken by either
party, on such notice as the court may prescribe at

Extend time,

File petition.

Made defen-
dants.
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its then session, or at the earliest practicable day
thereafter; and the said court shall determine
whether the said property so valued to the eaid
owner, i8 or is not subject to such valuation and to
assessment for State taxes, or ought or ought not to
be valued to said owner. If the said court shall de-
termine that the said property is not subject to such
valuation or assessment, or ought not to be valued
to said owner, it shall, by its order, direct the said
county commissioners, or the said Appeal Tax
Court, as the case may be, to strike the said prop-
erty from the list of property valued to such owner;
but if it shall determine that the said property is
gubject to valuation and assessment, or to valuation
to said owner, it shall so determine by its order.

SEc. 29. And be it enacted, That if it appears by
the returns made as aforesaid to the county com-
missiovers of any county, or to the Appeal Tax
Court of Baltimore city, that any property not ex-
empted from valuation and assessment under this
act, has not been valued to any owner in the county
or city, in which the same ought to be so valued, it
shall be the duty of the Comptroller to direct the
said property to be so valued by the county com-
missicners of the proper county, or by the Appeal
Tax Court of Baltimore city, and to direct that
notice of said valuation shall be given to said owner.
If the county commissioners of any county, or if the
Appeal Tax Court of Baltimore city shall refuse to
value such property to the owner thercof, it shall be
the duty of the said Comptroller to file a petition in
the name of the State of Maryland against the
county commissioners or Appeal Tax Court, as the
case may be, so refusing, in the Circuit Court of
that county in which such valuation ought to have
been made, or in the City Court of Baltimore, if said
valuation ought to have been made in said city, and
‘the State’s Attorney of the proper county or city
shall appear for the said State, and the said county
commissioners, or the Appeal Tax Court, shall
answer the said petition within ten days after they
shall have actual notice thereof. It shall be the duty
of the said Circuit Court or City Court of Baltimore,
to hear the said case upoun petition and answer, and
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upon such affidavits, if any, as the court may author-
ize to be taken by either party on such notice as the
court may prescribe at its then session, or at the
earliest practicable day thereafter; and the said
court shall determine whether the said property
ought or ought not to be valued to the said owner.
If the said court shall determine that the said prop-
erty ought not to be valued to its said owner, it
shall 8o determine by its order; but if it shall be
determined that the said property is subject to val-
uation and assessment, it shall direct the same to be
valued to the owner thereof in the assessment dis-
trict in which the same ought to be so valued.

Determine.

SEc. 80. And be it enacted, That either party to the |

proceédings mentioned in the two preceding sections
may appeal from the order of the court therein, to
the Court of Appeals; and on such appeal, the clerk
of the court shall forthwith transmit the original
papers, including the order of the court, to the Court
of Appeals; and said court shall immediately hear
and determine the said case. -

Sgc. 381. And be it enacted, That it shall be the
duty of the Comptroller to supervise the conduct and
proceedings of the assessors, members of the Boards
of Control and Review, and clerks appointed under
this act; to report to the Governer all instances of
neglect, or dereliction in duty, on the part of any of
such officers, which may be brought to his attention;
and to use his best efforts to promote the prompt
and effective execution of the provisions of this act.

SEc. 82. And be it enacted, That if any assessor,
member of a Board of Control and Review, or clerk,
appointed under this act, shall wilfally neglect to
perform the duties of his said office, or shall corrupt-
ly receive any fee, reward, emolument, or advantage
whatsoever, to him given, or extended to influence
his conduct, or the performance of his duty under
this act as assessor, member of a Board of Control
and Review, or clerk, he shall be deemed to be
guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction there-
of, shall be subject to a fine of not less than five
hundred dollars, and not more than one thousand
dollars, and may also, in the discretion of the court,
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be imprisoned for a period of time not exceeding
8ix months.

Sec. 83. And be it enacted, That the books, blanks
and stationery and necessary clerical labor, required
by the Comptroller to be provided for the due execu-
tion of this act, shall be provided by the Comptroller,
and that the cost thereof shall be paid by the Treas-
urer of the State, on the warrant of the Comptroller;
and a sum sufficient therefor is hereby appropriated
out of any moneys in the treasury, not otherwise ap-
propriated; provided that the said sum hereby appro-
priated, shall not exceed seven thousand five hundred
dollars.

SEc. 84. And be it enacted, That it shall be the duty
of the county commissioners of the several counties
in this State, and of the Appeal Tax Court of Balti-
more city, as soon as possible after the several returns
hereinbefore provided for, are to them respectively
made by the respective Boards of Control and Re-
view, hereinbefore referred to, to prepare condensed
statements exhibiting under appropriate heads the
amount of the valuations of property in their respec-
tive counties, and in the City of Baltimore, and to
deliver said statements to the Comptroller of this
State; and it shall be the duty of the said Comptroller
to collate the statements so returned to him under
appropriate heads, and to make report thereof to the
General Assembly at its next session, to the end that
the said Geeneral Assembly may be fully informed as
to the amount of assessable property in each county
in this State, and in the City of Baltimore.

SEec. 85. And be it enacted, That this act shall take
effect from the date of its passage.

Approved April 7, 1876.



