Cecil County School Commissioners

The General Assembly established schools for the poor in 1816, reacting to “the want of an efficient and well digested system of county schools…felt and sincerely regretted by every friend to morality and good government.” The legislature provided for a board of Trustees for the Education of Poor Children in Kent, Talbot, Cecil, Anne-Arundel and Montgomery Counties, appointed by the county Levy Courts (Laws of 1816, Chapter 244). Authority over the Cecil County free schools was shifted to the Orphan’s Court in 1821 (Laws of 1821, Chapter 44). Several other modifications, largely regarding appropriations, were made to the school system.

The Board of Commissioners of Public Schools was created by the General Assembly in 1858. The law provided for the election of one commissioner from each election district in the county, a total of nine, to be elected biennially. The president was then elected by the board. The board had to power to procure such funds as it needed, build more schools, and so forth (Laws of 1858, Chapter 218).

As stipulated by law, the elections for School Commissioner were held on May 5, 1858. The following men were elected: Thomas P. Jones, John L. Clayton, Francis A. Ellis, Caleb C. Brokaw, John Mauldin Jr., Isaac R. Taylor, Jefferson Ramsay, Dr. William B. Rowland, and Nathan Griffith. The commissioners met for the first time at Elkton on May 17, but because two districts had not yet determined the outcome of the voting, only seven commissioners attended. Consequently, the board resolved to meet again on June 1, at which time a president would be chosen. However, the proceedings of that meeting were not reported on in the County Commissioners minutes, or either of the county’s newspapers, the Whig or the Democrat.
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