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from Men’s Suffrage Leagues walked with them. Half a million
people lined the streets, orderly and respectful.

In 1912 representatives of the association attended the State
conventions of all the parties and extended hearings were granted
by the Resolutions Committees. Their treatment was in great
contrast to that of earlier days when they could scarcely obtain
five or ten minutes before a committee. This year every party
declared for woman suffrage in its platform. It was a gratifica-
tion to sit in the great convention hall at Saratoga and hear the
Hon. Horace White of Syracuse, who throughout his long years
in the State Senate had constantly opposed the amendment, report
in his capacity as chairman of the Resolutions Committee that the
Republican party favored a speedy referendum on woman suf-
frage. Many dramatic features of propaganda characterized
these years, which marked the awakening of the women of the
entire State and brought into the ranks many wide-awake, inde-
pendent young women, who wanted to use aggressive and
spectacular methods, and these the older workers did not dis-
courage. Those that attracted the most attention were the
suffrage “hikes,” in which Miss Rosalie Jones, a girl of wealth
and position, was the leading spirit. She sent a picturesque
account of these ‘“hikes,” which has had to be condensed for
lack of space.

The idea originated with Rosalie Gardiner Jones, who began by
making a tour of Long Island, her summer home, in a little cart
drawn by one horse and decorated with suffrage flags and banners,
stopping at every village and town, giving out literature and talking
to the crowds that gathered. “If you once win the hearts of the
rural people you have them forever. That is why I decided to
organize a pilgrimage from New York City to Albany before the
opening of the legislative session, when it was hoped a woman suf-
frage amendment would be submitted to the voters,” she said.

Miss Jones recruited a small army of brave and devoted members,
of which she was the “General” and Miss Ida Craft of Brooklyn
the “Colonel” and the three others who walked every step to_the end
of the journey were Miss Lavinia Dock—“little Doc Dock”—a
trained nurse, department editor of the American Journal of Nursing
and author of The History of Nursing; Miss Sybil Wilbur of
Boston, biographer of Mary Baker Eddy, and Miss Katharine Stiles
of Brooklyn. They carried a message to Governor William Sulzer
expressing the earnest hope that his administration might be distin-
guished by the speedy passage of the woman suffrage amendment,
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signed by the presidents of the various New York suffrage organin-
tions, engraved on parchment and hand illumined by Miss Jones.
The “hike” began Monday morning, Dec. 16, 1912, from the 242nd
street subway station, where about 500 had gathered, and about 200,
including the newspaper correspondents, started to walk.

From New York City to Albany there was left a trail of prom-
ganda among the many thousands of people who stopped at the
cross roads and villages to listen to the first word which had ever
reached them concerning woman suffrage, and many joined in and
marched for a few miles. The newspapers far and wide were filled
with pictures and stories. The march continued for thirteen days.
through sun and rain and snow over a distance of 170 miles, includ-
ing detours for special propaganda, and five pilgrims walked into
Albany at 4 p. m., December 28. Whistles blew, bells rang, motor
cars clanged their gongs, traffic paused, windows were thrown up.
stores and shops were deserted while Albany gazed upon them, and
large numbers escorted them to the steps of the Capitol where they
lifted their cry “Votes for Women.” They were received at the
Executive Mansion on the 31st and “General Rosalie” gave the mes-
sage in behalf of the suffragists of New York State. The newly-
elected Governor answered: “All my life I have believed in the right
of women to exercise the franchise with men as a matter of justice.
I will do what I can to advance their political rights and have already
incorporated in my Message advice to the legislators to pass the
suffrage measure.”

The “hike” had resulted in such tremendous advertising of woman
suffrage that another on a larger scale to Washington was planned
“General” Jones and “Colonel’ Craft were reinforced by “little Cor-
poral” Martha Klatschken of New York and a large group, wh
were joined by others along the route. The “army” was mus
in at the Hudson Terminal, New York, at g a. m. on Lincoln’s birth-
day, Feb. 12, 1913, and the start was made a little later at Newark
N. J. Each marcher wore a picturesque long brown woolen cape.
The little yellow wagon with the good horse “Meg,” driven by Miss
Elizabeth Freeman, was joined at Philadelphia by Miss Marguente
Geist, with a little cart and donkey, and she helped distribute the
suffrage buttons, flags and leaflets.

Thousands of people were gathered at Newark to see the start of
this “army of the Hudson,” which now was known as the “army ot
the Potomac,” and hundreds marched with them the first day. After
this about a hundred fell in at each town and marched to the next
one. Alphonse Major and Edward Van Wyck were the advance
agents who arranged for the meetings and the stopping places for the
night. They were constantly attended by the press correspondents.
at one time forty-five of them with their cameras, besides the mag:
zine writers. The Mayors of the places along the route would send
delegations to meet them and escort them to the town hall, where thf
speech-making would begin. At Wilmington, Del., the city cound
declared a half-holiday ; the Mayor and officials met them at the edgt
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of town and escorted them to the town hall, which was crowded,
and they were obliged also to hold street meetings for hours. They
reached Philadelphia at 7 o’clock Sunday evening, where the streets
had been packed for hours awaiting them, and it was only by holding
street corner meetings on the way that they could get to the hotel.

The Princeton University students had been roaming around all
the afternoon waiting for them, as there were a number of young
college boys and girls with them, and the speakers held the crowd
of boys for several hours. The next day a delegation of students
walked with them for miles. At all of the other university towns
they were received with the same enthusiasm. At the University of
Pennsylvania they were detained hours for speeches in the grounds.
At Baltimore they were received by Cardinal Gibbons in his mansion,
-an extraordinary courtesy, as they were not Catholics.

The “hikers” reached Hyattsville, four miles from Washington,
the evening of February 27 and spent the night there. The next
morning, escorted by a delegation of suffragists from the city, they
marched down Pennsylvania Avenue. The streets had been thronged
for several hours with a cosmopolitan crowd, from the highest to
the lowest. At the headquarters of the Congressional Committee of
the National American Suffrage Association, across from the Treas-
ury building, “General” Jones was presented with flowers and dis-
banded her army. Fourteen had walked the entire distance from New
York—295 miles with some detours—and two had walked from
Philadelphia.?

A message to President Taft, similar to the one which had been
sent by the New York officers to Governor Sulzer, had been entrusted
by the board of the National Suffrage Association to the pilgrims,
who expected to march in a body to the White House to deliver it.
Before they reached Washington they were notified that the board
itself would present it to the incoming President Wilson at a later
date. Miss Florence Allen, the well known Ohio lawyer, who had
been marching for several days, returned to New York, to try to
obtain the recall of this decision but was unsuccessful. Afterwards
the board informed “General” Jones that they would go together
to the White House but all had separated, the psychological moment
had passed and the message was never presented.

LEGISLATIVE AcTION. The legislature of New York meets
annually and from 1854 to 1917 a woman suffrage measure was
presented only to be rejected, with two exceptions. The first was
in 1880, when the Legislature undertook to give women the right
to vote at school meetings, but the law was ineffective and this
great privilege was confined to women in villages and country

1 From New York: Misses Jones, Craft, Klatschken, Constance Leupp, Phoebe Hawn,
Minerva Crowell, Amalie Doetsch, Elizabeth Aldrich, Mrs. George Wend and her son,
Milton Wend, Mrs. George Boldt, Master Norman Spreer, Ernest Stevens and A. C.
Lemmon. From Philadelphia: Miss Virginia Patsche and Mrs. George Williams.



