
Citation Format 
 
The letters we have dealt with come from two sub-series within the Maryland State 
Papers collection, Series A and the Scharf Collection. 
 
The full citation in MSA format would be, using Lee’s letter to Washington of 7 Oct. 
1793 as an example (scanned as msa_sc_5458_51_2658-5): 
 

MD STATE PAPERS (Series A) Gov. Lee to Pres. Washington, 1793/10/7, MdHR 6636-74-159 
[MSA S1004-102, 1/7/3/72] 

 
A proposed shortened citation, patterned on the format already in use in the Washington 
Papers, would be: 
 
Maryland State Archives: Maryland State Papers Series A (MSA: MSPA)  
Maryland State Archives: Series A  
Abbreviated as (MSA: MSPA) (MSA:A)  (MSA:A) 
 
Likewise, Thornton’s letter to Lee of 8 Oct. 1793 (scanned as msa_sc_5458_51_2654-7) 
would be:  
 

MARYLAND STATE PAPERS (Scharf Collection) Thornton, Edward, Vice Council (BA) to 
Gov., 1793/10/08, Capture of the "Cunningham" by a French privateer, MdHR 19,999-065-065 
[MSA S1005-69-9174, 1/8/5/51] 

 
Abbreviated as: 
Maryland State Archives: Scharf Collection (MSA:S) 
 
As to citation of specific letters: Because the citations used in the Washington Papers 
seem generally eschew the use of long cataloging or collection numbers, I recommend 
using an abbreviated form of the MdHR number, incorporating the folder and item 
numbers. Example, using the letters cited above: 
 
MSA:A, item 74-159 
MSA:S, item 65-65 
 
These should function as a guide, because different series, items, etc. have information 
which is important for citation. My goal in developing these shortened citations has been 
to leave enough information that a researcher would be able to locate the original record 
with a minimum of difficulty while providing an abbreviated attribution. 
 



Handwriting and Authorship 
 
Regarding the administrative organization of the Governor's Office. The letters contained 
in State Papers Series A are the office copies of outgoing correspondence from the 
Governor and the Council, and were copied into the letterbooks. On the back of each 
letter in Series A is what amounts to a catalog entry, for example, "Oct. 7, 1793. His 
Excellency The President of the United States. 102 Ent[ered]." The number, 102 in this 
case, corresponds to entry 102 in the letterbook for that time period, on pages 241-243 
[S1075-9, 2/26/2/24].  The letters in Series A are often, if not exclusively, rough drafts 
while the Letterbooks are the final version. The Scharf Collection letters seem chiefly to 
be the incoming letters, and are not copied into the letterbooks.  
 
The outgoing letters from the Governor in the State Papers during the period for which 
this research request covers (i.e. 1793) appear in at least three different handwritings, 
including that of Lee. However, the letters to Thornton and Washington are clearly not in 
Lee’s handwriting [Figure 1]. 
 
The Clerk of the Council at the time was Thomas Johnson Jr., who had been Clerk since 
26 March 1778, replacing James Brookes [Journal and Correspondence of the Maryland 
Council of Safety, p. 552]. Johnson was also Secretary of the Council, among several 
other administrative positions he held at various times (he does not appear to be directly 
related to Gov. Thomas Johnson).  
 
There are few references to assistant clerks in the Proceedings. The Council hired 
William Hyde as an assistant for January to April of 1783, to be paid at the same rate as 
the assistant clerks in the General Assembly [Proceedings, p. 517]. There are, however, 
no further references in the Proceedings. Hyde’s actual appointment as an assistant clerk 
is not recorded in the minutes, only an adjustment in his pay. As a result, it seems 
possible that such subsequent assistant clerkships went unrecorded. It may possible, 
however, to uncover more information about assistant clerks with further research. 
 
The Minutes of the Council, the rough transcription made as the Council met, are 
comprised of several different handwritings. Because they are just the rough notes, the 
Minutes may provide the best insight into who worked as a clerk, as opposed to the 
Proceedings and the Letterbooks, which were written more carefully, and by one person 
only. One of the handwritings in the Minutes does appear to be Johnson's—where entries 
are "By Order” of the clerk, they are signed by Johnson in his capacity as Clerk, and the 
signature is in the same hand as the entry [Figure 2]. There is at least one other person 
whose handwriting appears in the rough minutes [Figure 3], and possibly a third (though 
someone with more familiarity with 18th century handwriting is perhaps a better judge of 
that).  
 
While the letters to Washington and Thornton were not written by Lee, it is not readily 
apparent who they were written by. I suspect that, at a minimum, Johnson penned the 
letter of 7 October, and possibly the 15 October letter as well. This is speculative, 
however. 

http://www.msa.md.gov/megafile/msa/speccol/sc2900/sc2908/000001/000016/html/am16--552.html
http://www.msa.md.gov/megafile/msa/speccol/sc2900/sc2908/000001/000016/html/am16--552.html
http://www.msa.md.gov/megafile/msa/speccol/sc2900/sc2908/000001/000048/html/am48--517.html


 
As an aside, the Lee papers contained in SC 1848 do contain several drafts of letters from 
Lee, but none to George Washington, but not from the time period of this request. There 
are a few letters to and from Washington, but again, not from this period.

http://speccol.mdarchives.state.md.us/msa/speccol/catalog/cfm/dsp_number.cfm?speccol=1848


Figure 1 
 
Handwriting of Thomas Sim Lee, in letters from the Lee, Horsey and Carroll Family 
Papers Collection.  
 
TSL to P. Lee, 18 January 1792 [MdHS 1974, 975-489, MSA SC 1848, M2363] 
 
Figure 2 
 
Example from Council Minutes of handwriting tentatively identified as that of Thomas 
Johnson, Jr., Clerk of the Council.  
 
Governor and Council (Minutes) 1792-1793, MdHR 1864 [MSA S1073-20, 2/26/2/5] 
 
Figure 3 
 
Example from Council Minutes of handwriting of unknown clerk.  
 
Governor and Council (Minutes) 1792-1793, MdHR 1864 [MSA S1073-20, 2/26/2/5] 
 
Figure 4 
 
Example of writing in Letterbook, also hand attributed to Johnson. Entry 102, at bottom, 
is the letter from Lee to Washington of 7 October [MdHR 6636-74-159, scanned as MSA 
SC 5458-51-2658-5].  
 
Governor and Council (Letterbook) 1787-1793, MdHR 4009, p. 241 [MSA S1075-9, 
2/26/2/24] 
 
Figure 5 
 
Handwriting in Council Proceedings, the official, finalized version of the Minutes. 
Handwriting appears to be that of Johnson. 
 
Governor and Council (Proceedings) 1791-1793, MdHR 859, p. 275 [MSA S1071- 28, 
2/26/1/24] 
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