Comptrollers in Court

Purnell: The Engine House Case

Purnell was sued in 1858 by Matilda E. Green, who was renting space to the state for storage of the state fire engine. Green was appropriated $50 a year as rent by the General Assembly beginning in 1849, later raised to $100 in 1856, to be paid December 1 of each year. After paying the 1856 rent, the State Librarian, custodian of the fire engine, moved it to a different location on January 1, 1857 without notifying Green. Green claimed rent for 1857 as well, and sued for a writ of mandamus to force Purnell to issue payment, which the state was withholding. The Court of Appeals ruled that mandamus was not the proper mechanism to sue the comptroller. (12 Md. 329)

Purnell was also a figuere in the 1861 contraversy, as it was his fradulent election in 1859 which suprred the General Assembly to name Jarret to the post.

Claude and Jarrett: Who’s the Comptroller?

State of Maryland vs. A. Lingan Jarrett and Sprigg Harwood.  Court of Appeals of Maryland.  17 Md. 309
Smith: (before he was Comptroller)

As State's Attorney in 1890, Smith took a hard line in enforcing the state's oyster laws when he refused to pardon two oyster dredgers who were serving one-year sentences for firing on the state boat Helen Baughman (Note that the boat was apparently named after the daughter of Smith’s predecessor)

Hering:

Hering was sued in 1902 by Robert Shriver (Cumberland businessman and President of Allegany County Board of School Commissioners) over apportionment of funds for schools relative to black and white populations (see Hering’s bio page for a full discussion). The Court of Appeals, upholding the Anne Arundel County Circuit Court, determined that race was not to be a factor in calculating population. In essence, thus, neither Shriver nor Hering won the case. (Robert Shriver vs. Joshua W. Hering, Comptroller of the State of Maryland.  Court of Appeals of Maryland.  97 Md. 19; 54 A. 651; 1903 Md. LEXIS 130)

Hering was sued again as comptroller by the Northern Central Railway regarding the rate at which the railway could be taxed. The state won in the Court of Appeals and again in the Supreme Court. (187 U.S. 258; 90 Md. 447). Hering said in the Annual Report of the Comptroller of the Treasury of the State of Maryland for the Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 1903 to the General Assembly of Maryland that “the effect [of this case was] far-reaching and important to the State.”

Harrington

Harrington was involved in a number of legal fights and political battles comptroller, stemming from the tense political situation of the era, including a 1913 case regarding the dismissal of Game Warden Franklin E. Cox. Harrington fired Cox for financial irregularities, claiming that Cox and billed the Comptroller’s office for fabricated expenses. The case was referred to an Anne Arundel grand jury. Harrington’s bio doesn’t say what the outcome of the case was, but clearly any illusion that the safeguards against fraud and waste that were supposed to have been put in place were deficient.

