Findings of research on inaugural history

Gov. O’ Malley’s inauguration will be the 48th inauguration of a popularly elected governor in Maryland. He will be the 61st governor of Maryland.

The constitutionally mandated date of the inauguration has changed several times. Prior to 1854, governors were inaugurated on the first Monday in January. From 1854 to 1963, the inauguration took place on the second Wednesday. In 1967, Gov. Agnew became the only governor inaugurated on the fourth Wednesday. Since 1971, the inauguration has occurred on the third Wednesday.

Speeches by Lt. Governors: Christopher C. Cox (1865), Michael Steele (2003). Kathleen Kennedy Townsend (1995, 1999) gave short remarks thanking legislators, upon being sworn in.

Speech before oath: All governors between 1851 and 1924 took the oath of office after their speech. Gov. Albert C. Ritchie gave his speech after the oath at his second inaugural in 1924, which was the first time that happened, and it was noted as a last minute change. However, the practice of speaking before the oath did not begin until 1851. In 1839 and 1848, the oath was taken first, and possibly in 1842 and 1845 as well.

Oath always taken in Senate Chamber. After Gov. Tawes’ first inaugural in 1959, there was a proposal to allow the governor to be sworn in any part of the State House, to alleviate crowding.

Oath administered by Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals. Exceptions: At Gov. Herbert O’ Conor’s second inaugural in 1943, Chief Judge Carroll T. Bond was sick (and died five days later), and the oath was administered by Judge D. Lindley Sloan. At the inauguration of Gov. Enoch Lowe in 1854, the Baltimore Sun reported that “the oath will probably be administered by the President of the Senate,” as no constitutional provision stated who the task fell to (Jan. 11, 1854)

The inaugural address has been made from several different places:

Senate Chamber: 1839, 1842, 1845, 1848, 1851, 1854, 1858, 1862, 1865,  1869, 1872, 1874, 1876, 1880, 1884, 1886, 1888

Portico: 1892, 1896 north east, 1900 north east, 1908 “new” side, 1939 east, 1951 south, 1955 east, 1959 east, 1963 east, 1967 east, 1971 east, 1975 east, 1979 south, 1983 west, 1987 west, 1991 west, 1995 west, 1999 west, 2003 west

House Chamber: 1904, 1912 (b/c bad weather), 1916 (b/c bad weather), 1920, 1924, 1927, 1931, 1935, 1943, 1947

 Parades included as part of inaugural festivities: 1892, 1896, 1904, 1908, 1912, 1920, 1927, 1935, 1939, 1951, 1955, 1959, 1995, 1999, 2003

From the 1870s until 1920, political supporters of the incoming governor marched and held rallies before the inauguration. This often happened in conjunction with the arrival of the governor and his party from Baltimore on a specially charted train. In some cases there was also a parade afterwards in addition. There was often some sort of rally or celebration in Baltimore to see the train off to Annapolis.

A public reception or receiving line in the Old Senate Chamber after the inaugural festivities: 1908 (held in New Senate Chamber), 1912, 1916, 1920, 1924, 1927, 1921, 1935, 1939, 1943, 1947, 1951, 1955, 1959, 1967, 1971, 1975, 1979, 1983, 1987, 1991, 1995, 1999

>a number of governors also held an open house at Government House later in the afternoon

The first governor not to dress in formal attire was Gov. Mandel in 1971, although at the request of his wife, his second inaugural in 1975 was formal. Harry Hughes also dressed in formal-ware in 1979 and 1983. No governor has done so since, however. Gov. Frank Brown was noted to have not worn a hat at his inauguration in 1892.

Inaugural balls are known to have been held in the following years. Note that often, no mention is made about what festivities occurred after the ceremony. In the 1880s and 1890s, governors often had receptions at Government House in the evening.

2003, 1999, 1995, 1983, 1967, 1939, 1927

Pre-inaugural festivities: There have been a number of instances of celebratory events in the days leading up to the inauguration which have been documented:

*Robert Ehrlich (2003) had 5 days of events, including a children’s inaugural event, parade in Arbutus, concerts, prayer breakfast

*Parris Glendening (1999, 1995) a reception the evening before both inaugurations

*William Donald Schaefer (1987, 1991) had a large celebration thrown for him in Baltimore before the inauguration; a number of post-inaugural events were canceled; events were canceled in 1991 in deference to invasion of Iraq the same day

*Harry Hughes (1983) had a fundraising dinner after the ceremony

*Marvin Mandel (1975) went to Jamaica the weekend before

*Albert C. Ritchie (1927) gave a state dinner for politicians and dignitaries the night before his third inaugural

Other Facts

Annapolis has been decorated for the inauguration since at least 1892. On several occasions, the departing governor has hosted his successor for lunch of breakfast before the ceremony. The Baltimore City Police seem to have sent a delegation to escort and protect the governor since at least 1892. The Naval Academy band has participated as early as 1869.

