Notes, visit to Mathias farm, 8/21/2006

Arianna McElfresh: (lady with the diary, husband of Charles E. Trail)

>Did she own slaves? Perhaps, likely, possibly uncomfortable with them, maybe they weren’t hers to start (inherited)

>went to Patapsco Female Institute, probably 1850’s

Any of her uncles elected to anything? Pursue this

 Her Uncles:


>David McElfresh: called himself Lord Mayor of London (Town)




>Deluded and thought he was the mayor? No, probably just joking



>Arianna called him “a modest and industrious carpenter”

>some discomfort with his position in society and wealth—a bit embarrassed about it almost


>Harry McElfresh: botanist, had greenhouses, raised birds



>lived in Frederick (city)



>coal merchant: Markell (sp) & Trail




>not very successful


>Arthur McElfresh: alcoholic

>Charles E. Trail said in the his will that Arthur got a share of the estate only if he was sober

>appointed a trustee to enforce it( but the trustee just drank with Arthur instead


>Other Uncle??: diplomat, Republican (name??)

>started as Secretary, Legate, Charge d’Affairs at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil( late 1870’s

>family didn’t want to go to Brazil—“too wild” so transferred to Marseilles


>Counsel in Marseilles early 1880’s

>probably went home when Cleveland was elected?

Marianna’s Diaries

>talks about a (USA) officer saying how much they all love her, but she comments that they have a strange way of expressing it, by burning the fences, etc


>her farm now at Monococy Battlefield

