Women in Law – Summer 2006 Work Summary
Introduction
The primary focus of the work done by interns Amber Robinson, Allison Smith, and Erin Troxell during the Maryland State Archives’ 2006 ten week summer internship program was to identify all women admitted to practice before the Maryland bar from 1902 through 1975. 1902 was selected as a starting point, as this is when Etta H. Maddox was admitted to the bar after appearing before the Maryland General Assembly and lobbying to change Maryland law. Prior to her appeal, the laws governing admission to the state bar specified a candidate must be a “male citizen of Maryland”. 1975 was chosen as a stopping point, as this is around the time admissions of women to the bar increase dramatically on the heels of the passage of the Equal Rights Amendment by Congress. 
Identification of Attorneys

The primary source used to identify bar admissions for this project was the test book cards maintained by the Clerk’s Office at the Maryland Court of Appeals. These cards provide the individual’s name, date of admission, when he/she took the bar exam, and the citation for the test book containing his/her signature. Disciplinary actions against the attorney and any name changes are also listed. Some cards contain information about the individual’s death, although this does not appear to have been a uniform practice. The test book cards do not begin until 1916. The Maryland State Archives’ maintains the original test book from 1851-1916, as well as a typewritten index to it, and both were used to identify the earliest female attorneys.
The interns consulted scans of the test book cards created by Archives’ interns during the 2001 summer internship program in conjunction with the Clerk’s Office. These scans are available at http://ecpclio.net using the username womeninlaw and password womeninlaw!. Also available are scans of the test books themselves, either from original volume or microfilm for those volumes which are still in possession of the Clerk’s Office. Images of the books were useful when a question arose concerning the spelling of an individual’s name or her date of admission. The original cards and test books at the Clerk’s Office were consulted when needed. 
Since the 2001 card scanning project, Court personnel have continued to manually update the test book cards and create new ones for recent bar admissions. When any change takes place, such as a disciplinary action or name change, the Clerk issues a memo. The Archives’ librarian receives these updates and maintains them as a part of the Government Publications collections. These updates from 2001 to present were also consulted. 
Some early attorneys were only listed in the test book and accompanying index by first and middle initial and last name. These individuals were included on the spreadsheet until gender can be determined. Gender neutral names such as Lee, Leslie, Sydney, Marion/Marian, and Meredith were also included until more information can be located about the individual.

Gender Verification and research on specific attorneys
The interns relied on the following sources to verify the gender of some of the attorneys with unclear names, as well as locating basic information about specific attorneys: 

1. census records (available online for free through HeritageQuest and through a subscription to ancestry.com) 
2. city directories (available on microfilm in the Archives’ Search Room) 

3. the Social Security Death Index (available online for free through Rootsweb) and Maryland death records  (available at the Archives; an index also appears online at http://mdvitalrec.net) 

4. newspaper databases in Lexis (primarily the Baltimore Sun and Washington Post, but also major U.S. newspapers generally)
5. Martindale-Hubbell directories on martindale.com, as well as on microfiche at the Maryland State Law Library 
6. general internet searches in Google.
7. consultation with project staff with first hand knowledge of included individuals

8. Thomason Gale’s Biography Resource Center available online through Maryland public libraries
Folders were created for individual attorneys on whom information was located and filed according to date of admission. A biographical summary sheet has been created in an effort to have a summary of sources identified for each individual. These sheets are designed to provide an overview of not only the attorney’s professional accomplishments, but also her family and ethnic backgrounds, education, and personal pursuits. 

Conclusions
A wonderful groundwork has been laid for this project and more detailed biographical work on the individuals located as a result. As of August 2006, over 700 female attorneys have been identified. As thorough research has begun on some of the first women admitted to the bar, some trends among have already begun to emerge. According to census records, many of these women were born to immigrant parents or were born overseas and immigrated as young children with their parents.
The legal profession in many instances was a family affair. While some women never married, others did, and even established law practices with their husbands, as in the instance of Helen Sherry. Several women also had brothers who were practicing attorneys, both in Maryland and in other states. Vivian V. Simpson and her brother, Joseph B. Simpson, Jr., had a general practice together in Rockville, Maryland. Jeanette Rosner Wolman had two sons, Paul and Ben, who went on to become lawyers. While she never married or had children of her own, Lucie Marie Gueydan had great nieces who also pursued legal careers. 
When money exists to cover travel and copying expenses, the libraries and archives and alumni relations offices at regional law schools need to be combed for sources, as well as local libraries, archives, and historical societies for any relevant collections they may hold. As Baltimore appears to have been where many of these early female attorneys practiced, the collections in the Maryland Department at the Enoch Pratt Library likely hold a wealth of information. At least one ancestry.com account should be purchased for the sole use of this project. 
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