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Preston Woingust : : : : In The Circuit Court

vs. : : : : of

Bertha Y/oingust : : : : Baltimore City.

To The Honorable, The Judge of Said Court:

Your orator complaining,respectfully says:

.FIRST, that the parties hereto were married on or

about August 25th. 1917, by Rev. Young of Baltimore City Mary-

land and lived together as man and wife until on or about April

3rd. 1918. Said marriage occured in Baltimore City, State of

Maryland.

SECOND, That both parties are residents of the city

of Baltimore, State of Maryland, and have been for more than

two years prior to the filing of this bi l l of complaint.

THIRD, That though the conduct of your orator to-

ward his wife has always been kind, affectionate and above re-

proach, she without any just cause or reason abandoned and de-

serted him and has declared her intentions to live with him

no longer that such abandonment has continued uninterruptedly

for more than three years prior to the filing of this bi l l of

complaint and was deliberate and final, and beyonfl any reason-

able hope or expectation of reconciliation.

FOURTH, That your orator has never condoned nor

forgiven the said desertion, that he has never co-habited with

the said respondent since the desertion.

FIFTH, That there are tw.ochildren born as a result

of this marriage* Virginia aged lyr.and 3 months; Samuel 3 years

old.

THEREFORE YOUR ORATOR PRAYS:

a-a A divorce a vinculo matrimonnii from the respondent,

b-b Such other and further relief as the case may require.



-2-

May it please Your Honor to grant unto your

orator a writ of subpoena, directed unto the said respondent,

commanding her to "be or appear in this court on some day

certain to be named therein, to perform such decree as may

be passed in the premises.

As in duty bound etc.

Complainant Solicitors for Complainant



SUBPOENA TO ANSWER BILL OF COMPLAINT



Form 18—5M

EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland

Sin

of Baltimore City, Greeting:
WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, That all excuses set aside, you do within the

time limited by law beginning on the second Monday of Hgr next

cause an appearance to be entered for you and your answer to be filed to the complaint of

r

against you exhibited in the Circuit Court of Baltimore City,

HEREOF fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril:

WITNESS, the Honorable MORRIS A. SOPER, Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench of

Baltimore City, the Ifetfe day of -tAMll 1921

Issued the <^)y I d a y °* j f f f l l , in the year 1921

Clerk.

MEMORANDUM: You are required to file your answer or other defense in the Clerk's
Office, room 206, in the Court House, Baltimore City, within fifteen days
after return day.

(General Equity Rules 11.)
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Creston Wonguist In The Circuit Court

vs. of

Bertha Y/onguist Baltimore City.

To The Honorable, The Judge of Said Court:

Your orator respectfully says:-

FIRST, For that on or about day of

your orator filed in this Court a patition pray

-ing a divorce A VINCULO MATRIMONYII on the grounds of deser-

tion.

S35COUD, That your orator discovers that there

has not been sufficient continuity to said desertion to support

relief prayed for.

V/HEREFORE your orator begs leave to substitute

for the third paragraph of above mention/^ petition the follow-

ing :-

THIRD, That though the conduct of your orator

toward his wife has always been kind, affectionate and above

reproach, she v/ithout any just cause or reason committed the

crime of adultery with lewd and abandoned men whose names are

unknown to your orator.

p



Ordered this day of.

1921 that petitioner be granted leave to amend her original

"bill as prayed in attach petition.



IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
-CF-

BALTIMORE CITY.

Oreaton Woingust

•a
vs.

Bertha Woingust.

ANJWER TO BILL OP COMPLAINT.

ROY S. BOND
ATTORNEY AT LAW

21S ST. PAUL PLACE

BALTIMORE, MD.



Jreston Woingust

vs.

Bertha Woingust

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT CP
BALTIMORE CITY.

TO THE HONORABLE, THE JUDGE OP SAID SPURT;

Your Respondent in answer to the Bill of Com-
plaint before this Court exhibited respectfully shows:

-FIRST-

She neither admits nor denies Ibhe f irst end

second paragraphs of the Plaintiff 's b i l l , but if the

same be material to your respondent's rights in the prem-

ises, she requires s tr ict end legel proof of same.

-3EC0ND-

She most emphatically denies the third and

fourth paragraphs of the Plaint iff 's b i l l and to the con-

trary says her husband abandoned and deserted her without

just cause or reason.

-THIRD-

She admits the fifth paragraph and denies

each and every Deragreph of the amended b i l l that may be

used against her and most especially denies that she has

ever committed adultery with any one and to the contrary

says, she has always been a good, kind, faithful wife to her

husband.

WHEREFORE YOUR RESPONDENT PRAYS:

-e- That the Plaintiff 's b i l l and amended b i l l be
dismissed.

-b- Permanent alimony for the surcnort of her chil-
dren.

-c- Such other and further relief as the case may
require.

As in duty bound etc.,

kM&te*-
V



CIRCUIT COURT

Petition for leave to take
Testimony and Order

of Court thereon.
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vs.

IN THE

Circuit Court
OF

BALTIMORE CITY

the Honorable the Judge of the
Circuit Cour| of. Baltjmpre City:

THE PETITION OF..

in this case, respectfully shows that 6̂ 4 desire S to take testimony in this case, and

respectfully pray G that leave be granted^-*-^ to do so before one of the Standing

Examiners of this Court.

[idtor for

ORDERED, this.. .day of £JZZ&& 192/ that

leave be granted to the parties to the cause, to take testfn\ony, as 'prayed, before any one

of the Standing Examiners of this Court.



IN THE 0IR3UIT XURT
0? ^ - .

BALTIMORE/5l7Y. Jq

Oreston Wolnguat—

vs.

B e r t h a Woingua t .

AGREEMENT AS TO -GUSTODa
AND MAINTENANCE 0 ? CHILDREN.

ROY S. BONO
ATTORNEY AT LAW

215 ST. PAUL PUACE

BALTIMORE, MO.



Ores ton Woingust ••

t

va# IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
BALTIMORE CITY.

Bertha Woingust.

-AGREEMENT A3 _T0_ CUSTODY AND MAINTENANCE. C?

It i3 sgreed by and "between the parties of the above

entitled cause, that in the event that 5 decree of divorce,

A Vinculo Matrimonii, be passed in said cause, the permanent

care, custody and guardianship of Edward Woinguat and Virginia

I. Woingust, the infant children of the parties of this oauee

be awarded to the mother, Bertha Woingust with whom they hsve

always been and that the father, Creston Woinguat, shall con-

tribute- Seven Dollars (l^«00) per week for the

support and maintenace of the said minor children, pending the

further order of the Court and that he shall further pay the

sum of Fifty ($50) Dollars as back alimony prior to the signing

of the decree.

It is expressly understood that this agreement is made

subject to the approval of this Honorable Court.

Mother.

Father.

Sol. for Complainant,



In the Circuit Court,
OF BALTIMORE CITY

DEPOSITIONS



(j

vs.
3tt % Oltrrmt

OF BALTIMORE CITY.

and notice having been given me by the Solicitor for the—«.

of a desire to take testimony in the same, I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINtfiTON, one

of the Standing Examiners of the Circuit Courts of Baltimore City, under and by

virtue of^an order; of the above named Circuit Court, passed in said cause on the

day oi....C/.llUUj 19&J., met on

the U--^^Q^LaJA^ day oU^./kuLdL in the year nineteen

hundred ana^A^CcCiUj.y..(OLC..at my office, in the "City of Baltimore, in the State

of Maryland, and assigned the (/k&S&JL&LuX%&. day ol-.C/lk

in the same year at . . .JXMAJJ^ o'clock in the Lkfc&JJL.K. noon &nd the

office of.---^---(vii^A^. hJ.CUJ^...U^hf1..T. .in the City and State

. P ' o.
aforesaid, as the time and place for such examination of witnesses in said cause;

at which last mentioned time and place I attended, due notice of such meeting

having been given, and proceeded in the presence of the Solicitor of the

to take the following depositions, that

is to say:—



r
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1

Woingust,

v.

Woingust.

Testimony taken at the office of Mr. Davis,

Baltimore, Maryland, May 1921, at 3 O'clock P. W.

CRKSTON WOIBTGUsT, the P la in t i f f in th i s case,

produced on his own "behalf, having-"been f i r s t duly

sworn, deprseth and saith ,as follr.ws, that i s to say:

BY Tm, LXAMItfM?:

1 Q,. State ycur na*ne residence and occupation?

A.,' Creston Woingust, 1233 McElderry Street;

wa.it er.

2 Q,. Do yru know the parties to this suit?

A. I am the Plaintiff and my wife is the De-

fendant,

BY MR. DAVIS:

1 Q,. When were ycu married?

A. August 25th., 1917,

2 Q,. By whom?

A. By the Reverend Mr." Young.

3 Q. A Methodist Minister, in Baltimore City,

State cf Maryland?

P. Yes.

4 Q. And af ter that you and your wife lived together

as husband and wife un t i l on or about April 3 rd . , l92Ov

A. e s



Creston Wolggust.

5 Q. The Bill state 1918; tmt that is an error?

A. Yes-

6 q. It wa s April 3rd. , 1920?

A. yes. .

7 Q. Which one left the ether; did you leave her

cr eld she leave you. •

A. She left me.

8 Q. She left you to go where?

A. To Norfolk.

9 Q. Hew long did she stay in Norfolk?

A. Fro*i that time.

10 Q,. ProM the time that she left you.

A. Yes.

!l Q. A.nd hc-w long did she stay there.

A. She stayed then; until June, I think.

11 CV. June cf the same year?

A. Yes.

12 Q. And she was in TTcrfolk to the Viest of your

knr wi edge,- and while there did yru get

hold rf any letter that had "been written "by her to

some one else?

A. Yes, I did.

13 Q. V/ho was it written to*

A. To her sister in law.



C. Woingust.

14 Q,. To her s i s t e r in law.

A. Tc my s i s t e r in law; her s i s t e r .

15 Q,. To her s i s t e r .

A. Ho; I will get that right in a minute. I

mean tr my "brother's wife* she would Toe my s i s t e r

in law.

16 Q,. I see: Hew, inwwhose handwriting was that l e t t e r

A. In her handwriting.

17 Q,. Ycu had seen her writing often.

A. Yes.

18 Q. Did she sign the l e t t e r .

A. Yes.

19 Q,. Ycu have'nt that l e t t e r now, have .you.

A. ¥o s i r .

20 q. What did she say in that l e t t e r .

A. she said something in regard to the nan that

she was associating with.

21 Q, She was associating with this man.

A. Yes.

22 Q. What did she say atout th is man.

A. She said that she was out with this man.

23 Q. What did she say she had dene while she was out

with th is man.



4

C. V

A. She r:a.ici t ha t she had committed i t ?

24 Q,. >nc! hrw ske enjoyed i t , cr yraae thing cf that ^ rt1 '

A. yes .

25 Q. That was in the l e t t e r ?

> . Yri ~ •

26 Q. JUet yc a J*,I ^ t , i l i i j /-JAT.

A. TH«si th i r# gynd^y ig April

27 ft. Of 19S.1?

A. Ye&.

28 Q. TThere eUd ,/cu g. e her .

A. I esrwhtr pc.in-i cut Calh lun S t r e e t , *jid I

follfv/ee her up the c t r e e t , and the v/ent into a houce that

hac fr- htc' r epu ta t ion .

29 0,, She v/ent into th i s house.

A. Yes.

30 Q, Wsr, she with anylorey.

A. Yes; r i t h a Tien.

31 Q,. Whr.t ij J ' reputa t ion of t>s t houue;

gooc" rr "bctf*

A . B a d .

3 2 QJt I s t h e r e p u t a t i o n t f t h e h o u t : e s u c h t h a t l i t i s

Icnc V.TI a s a p l a c e w h e r e a man c a n t a k e a we K a n f i r i i r r o t r -



C. Wpinguet.

al purposes'-*

A. Yes; with women ether than their wives.

33 Q. Do you knew hew leng she stayed in there?

A. Fully an hour.

34 Q, Of course, .you did net make .yourself knewn to

her?

A. Ho.

35 Q. Did she cone out with the same man?

A. yes.

36 Q. Have yru "been a resident cf Baltimore City,

State rf Maryland, for at l eas t twe years pr ior to

the filing cf this suit?

A. Yes.

37 Q,. Of course, ycur wife is a resident of the State

rf Maryland, City of Baltimore?

A. ves.

38 Q,. . Your conduct tc wards your wife,- Was it

always kind, and affectionate and a'bo've reproach?

A. Yes.

39 q. You supported her?

A. Yes.

40 Q,. You are paying her now a cer ta in amount a week

for the support of herself and child, which .ycu in-

tend to continue'



C. T

41 0. Yc u cic nr I Live her any cause r r reaBon to

let-vt ^(i in Apr i l 1920''

A. ¥r i i r .

42 Q, There t r> t».f c h i l d r e n "hern as t h t r e s u l t rf

t ra r r iage?

43 q. One nt»'tt P

A. Yes.

44 0,. rpjnuel i s three years old?

A. YeF.

45 0,. An<5 Virginia one year and three months'*

/ . YeE.

46 0,. ^tvt ;,iu lived r r rr habited with yrur wife

since yru tfiscr vered her adul ter ies?

A. Nr-.

47 Q,. Yr u have never crncrned her aeiulttriesV

A. l u <ir.

GROPr fc.XAltlV/TlON PY ,',..-.. "PONP:

1 X tj,. P( „• ( u Icnr w v . i t h whew , i u r v-ife i s l i v i n g ?

A. W i t h her- e r t h e r .

2 7 C,. >nc the children are with the Mrther, ycur

wife.

A. Yes.



C. Woingust.

3 X Q,. Are you willing that yofir wife continue to

retain the custody an'd guardianship of these two

chileren«>

A. Yes.

4 X 0,. M d d.c ycu think that they have a proper

place there with her mother for these two children1"'

A. Yes«

5 T Q. Ycu are paying your wife hr w much a v/eek fcr

the iiuppcrt of these children^

/.. Seven dollars a week#

6 X Q,. Are ycu willing to continue that?

A. Yes.



GENERAL

Do you Irnow or can you state any other raatt&r

or thing thafc nay be to the benefit or advantage of the

parties: to this suit, or either of them, or that may be

material to the subject of this, your examination, or the

isatters in question between the parties? If so, state

the same fully and-at large in your answer.



LAVEKIA WOINGUST, a witness cf lawful age, produced

on "behalf rf the Plaintiff, having "been first duly swcrn,

deprseth and saith as follrws, that is to say:

BY THJfi tlXAMINJiiR:

1 Q,. State ycur name residence and occupation?

A. Lavenia Woingust, 1233 Mc-Blderry street; seaa-•

stress.

2 Q,. Do ycu know the parries to this suit?

A. Yes.

BY MB. I>/VIS:

1 Q. The Plaintiff is your son.

A. Yes.

2 o,. -And ycu know that he and the Defendant were

legally married?

A. Yes.

3 Q,. Fere yru present at the wedding*>

.A . T was no t..

4 0,. Of course, you knr-w that they lived together.

A. . Yes.

5 Qp. As hustand and wife?

A. Yes.

6 Q. And they had the reputation rf "being husband and

wife?

A. Yes.
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I . Woingust.

7 q. And they held themselves out as hus"band and wife?

A. ye s .

8 Q. They were married "by the Reverend ?jrr. young?

A. Yes.

9 Q. And they continued to live in Baltimore City,

State of Maryland.

A. Yes.

10 Q. They lived, together as husband and wife un t i l ,

as the Bil l s tates , April 3rd., 1918,- "but that

is an error; i t was April 1920; was'nt i t .

A. yes.

11 Q. Did he leave his wife or did his wife leave him.

A. Fis wife left him.

12 Q. Where did she go?

A. To Norfolk, Virginia.

13 Q. Both of the parties to this suit are residents

of Tie.ltimrre City, State of Maryland, and they have

"been fcr mere tha n two years prior to the f i l ing of this

suit?

A. yes.

14 0,. And ycu knew that the conduct cf your son

has always "been that cf a kind, affectionate hus"band,

and that his conduct was always a"bove reproach?

A. yes.
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L. Woingust.

15 Q,. He was kind towards his wife and he supported

her?

A. Yes.

16 Q,. And you are now -- Your, son is now supporting

his children and he intends tc continue tc support

them''

A. Yes.

1 7 Q̂  j j e £ift. n o t g i v e ]n_er a n v c a u s e tc leave

him, tc ycur knrv/ledge?

A. No cause whatever.

18 0,. Have ycu ever see n ycur daughter in law

with a man. who v/as net' her h,ius"band.

A. Yes.

19 Q. What is his naae.

A. Hula.

20 Q. Whc is HUlaa

A. A Mexican,.

21 Q,. That is, a sort of a Mexican negro.

A. Yes.

22 Q. Where dres he live.

A. on Central Avenue in the 600 "b^ock; it is

almrst directly across from Dun"barfs.

23 0,. What sort cf a place is this?

A. Ke keeps a upholstering place.
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L.

24 q. TTave ycu ever seen her go into that

house in company with th is me.n?

A. I saw her go into that hofise with him.

25 Q. At night?

A. Yes. .

26 q. What is the reputation of that house?

A. It does not "bear a good reputation,

"because he takes whoever he wants in there.

He lives there alone and he takes whoever he wants

in there.

27 Q. And he has rooms in there?

A. Yes.

28 q. And his reputation is that he rents these

rooms for immoral purposes.

A. Yes.

29 q. Have you ever seen th is nan ca l l at her

mother's house.

A. Yeg.

30 0,. Where dees her mother live?

A. 1807 Madiso11 Street .

31 q. And he has called at her mother's house.

A. Yes, and I was present when he ai led.

32 q. You were present when he called?

A. Yes.
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L. Woingust.

33 Qj# When wa. s that .

A. Christmas time; I ailed tc see the children.

34 0,. You called to see the children.

A. yes.

35 Q. And he called to see her while you were there

to see the children.

A. Yes.

36 Q,. Have .you ever kncwn him tc take her to

the mrving pictures.

A. They left while I was there to go out.

38. Q,. They left while you were there to gc out

to the moving pictures?

A. YeE.

39 Q. You were with your son en the third Sunday in

April?

A. Yes.

40 Q,. When he followed his wife to this house 1806

Mad i s en Avenue.

A. yes .

42 Q,. And she went in t he re wi th a man.

A. Y e s .

43 Q,. Do y ru knr.w who he was.

A. I can ne t say whe he was.

44 Q. I t was net her husband?



14

I . Woingust.

A. "O s i r .

45 q. And they went in there and stayed an hour?

A. Yes.

46 0,. Do yen kne w the . reputa t ion of tha t house.

A. I t i s net very good.

47 Q. And i s i t known'as a questionable house.

A. Yes; a questionable house.

48 Q. Your sen has not consented to t h i s effense

of adultery nor has he cohabited with h i s wife since

•he discovered the adultery?

A. lie s i r .

49 Q,. There are two- children born as the r e s u l t

of t h i s marr iage,- Virginia and Samuel?

A. Yes.



OEKERAL QUIT MOW

Bo you know o r can you s t a t e any o t h e r m a t t e r

or thing that may be to the benefit or adYantage of the

parties to this suit, or either of them, or that may he

material to the subjeot of this, your examination, or the

natters in ^uest. ion between 'he parties? If so, state

the same fully and at lar^e in your answer*

A.



No other witnesses being named or pmduced before me, I then, at the request

of the Solicitor of the-.i-«^^&4*4fi2L£.
I (m

closed the depositions taken in said cause ahaViow return them closed under^nw

hand and seal, on this /{^£.. ^ . g-day oij^Jz^Q^^tf.......

in the year of Our Lord nineteen hundred an^t>^CL^}^iJUj...^..OiLiv. at the

City of Baltimore, in the State of Maryja^d.
*~ " $j***?4#®....;. (SEAL).

" Examiner.

There are YJ±*..± . -.-Exhibits with these depositions, to wit :

Plaintiff's Exhibit—V. - - -•

Defendant's Exhibit.
\

aminer.

I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINGTON, the Examiner before whom the fore-

going depositions were taken, do hereby certify that I was employed'in assigning

a day, and taking the said depositions upon.s^r^W^ days, on.

of which I was employed by the Plaintiff , and on-

by the Defendant

aminer.



SUBMISSION FOR DECREE.



vs.

In the Circuit Court

of Baltimore City

To the Honorable
.TERM 19

Judge of Said Court:

The above cause is respectfully submitted for

decree and the 43rd General Equity Rule is hereby waived.

Solicitor for Plaintiff,

Solicitor /'"•for Defendant.



Order of Reference
and Report



V

IN THE

Circuit Court
OF

BALTIMORE CITY

Term, 19

This case being submitted, without argument, it is ordered by the Court, this..

day of L f l k C ^ / A ^ * ^ ^ ! ^ ^ .^ , 19^K^that the same be and it is hereby referred to

:. ., Esq., Auditor and Master, to report the

pleadings and the facts, and his opinion thereon.

Report of Auditor and Master

v 3 6 . D e f e n d a n t J . l i ^ _ _ j

^...r.©

P h i . l d r e n . Oaje.jmTtajL^

ifidltoF"& "Mas te?7



CIRCUIT COURT

CRBSTON WOIHGUST

VS.

BERTHA JKQIHGUST

The within is a proper decree to be passed
in this case.



Decree of Divorce

..CRE.STQN..WOINGyST.

IN THE

VS.

Circuit Court
OF

BALTIMORE CITY

BERTHA.. .WQIBfiUST March. Term, 1922.....

This cause standing ready for hearing and being duly submitted, the proceedings were by the

Court read and considered. ~H^

It is thereupon, this I.^.TTT. day of Apri l , AJD.1&82..

by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, Adjudged, Ordered and Decreed, that the said

•_ Qrestpn..WoingU8t .'

the "above named Complainant be and he is hereby DIVORCED A VINCULO MATRIMONII from the

Defendant, Bertha...Wo.ingue.t.,. ..tha.t...the..iDinor:..Qhlldren.,...Edwar.d...and..y.irginia..

I.»...WolngnB.t,.-.remairi--±n-.the---ouat0dy..of---t^

p l a i n t i f f pay-the defendant the -sum of- seven .(\% 7 *O0-).a week toward-- -$he

..ah.lldren«,...as-per agreement f i l ed*

And it is further Ordered, That the said Plaintiff
pay the cost of this proceeding.

'#*SMJJL

FORM 4—6M—1-1-19.


