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EMILY 7/IL1IAMS III THE CIRCUIT COURT

YS. OP

RICHARD WILLIAMS BALTIMORE CITY.

TB THE HOUORABLE.THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

Your Oratrix complaining respectfully represents:

1. That she was married to her husband, Richard

Williams October 5,1915 in Norfolk, Virginia* and with

whom she resided until about the I2th day of August,1916.

2. That though the conduct of your Oratrix toward

the said Richard Williams has always been kind, affectionate

and above reproach, he has without just cause or reason aban-

doned and deserted her and has declared his intention to Jive

with her no longer, end that such abandonment has continued

uninterruptedly for more than three years and is deliberate and

final, and the separation of the parties is beyond any reason-

able expectation of reconciliation.

3.

4.

That there are no children as result of said marriage,

That your Oratrix has not lived or co-habited with

said defendant since said desertion.

5. That both your Oratrix and defendant are citizens

of the State of Maryland, having resided in Baltimore City for

more than three years before the filing o£ this till of complaiifct.



TO THE ?1TD THEREFORE,

a. That your Oratrix be divorced a fcinculo matriraonij.

from the said defendant, Richard "/illiaras.

b. That your Oratri* may have the right to resume her

maiden name (Simmons)•

c. That she may have such other and further relief

as her case may require.

May it please your Honor to grant unto your

Orntrix the Writ of Subpoena directed against the said Richard

Williams, commanding him to be and appear in this Court on some

day certain to be named therein to answer the peraises and

abide by and perform such decree or order as may be passed

therein*

AED as in duty bound,etc•



SUBPOENA TO ANSWER BILL OF COMPLAINT



Form 18—5M.

EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland

of Baltimore City, Greeting:
WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, That all excuses set aside, you do within the

time limited by law beginning on the second Monday of JyjW'•' n e x t

cause an appearance to be entered for you and your answer to be filed to the complaint of

/
9 against you exhibited in the Circuit Court of Baltimore City,

HEREOF fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril:

WITNESS, the'Honorabie"JAMES~PraORTER,Xhref Judge of the Supreme Bench of

Baltimore City, the , pnn day of j * ^ ^ 192 s»
Issued the ^7.^ I day of vms? , in the year 192

•Chas ft Ubitsfonl Clerk.

MEMORANDUM: You are required to, file your answer or other defense in the Clerk's
Office, room 206, in the Court House, Baltimore City, within fifteen
days after return day.

(General Equity Rules 11.)



Circuit Court aft

Himily Williams

vs.

Richard Williams

'Answer to bill'i

Lewis o. i-'lagg, dr.
24 East Plea sant St.,
Baltimorej iud»



*

jEMILY WILLIAMS

VS

RICHARD WILLIAMS

IN THE

CIRCUIT COURT

OF

BALTIMORE CITY.

TO. THE HONORABLE, THE JUDGE OF SAID COURTS

The Defendant's Answer to the Bill of Complaint,filed

in the above entitled cause respectfully shows:

(1)

That the defendant admits the allegations contained .

in paragraphs numbered one (1), three (3), and five (5) of

the said Bill of Complaint.

(2)

That the defendant neither admits nor denies the

'allegations contained in paragraphs numbered two (2) and four (4)

of the said Bill.

Having answered all the material allegations of

the Bill, the defendant respectfully asks that the Bill be
i

^dismissed with costs..

As in duty bound, will ever pray,

efendandant



Petition for leave to take

Testimony and Order

of Court thereon.



Form 25-2M-11-21

vs.

IN THE

Circuit Court
OF

BALTIMORE CITY

To the Honorable the Judge of the
Circuit Court of Baltimore City:

THE PETITION OF

in this case, respectfully shows that desire to take testimony in this case, and

respectfully pray that leave be granted to do so before one of the Standing

Examiners of this Court. :

ORDERED, this. :..*^? day of ...̂ mg,. 192->-that

leave be granted to the parties to the cause, to take testimony, as prayed, before any one

of the Standing Examiners of this Court. / ^ ^ _ / ^



In the Circuit Court,
OF BALTIMORE CITY

DEPOSITIONS



n r

vs.
3 n X\)t ffltrnttt

OF BALTIMORE CITY.

0 •
\-.GAA&&<iJtJ

I
and notice having been given me by the Solicitor for

of a desire to take testimony in the same, I, A. de RUSSY SAPPlNGTON, one

of the Standing Examiners of the Circuit Courts of Baltimore City, under and by

virty^of an order of the abgve named Circuit jCourf, passed in said cause on the

day of .J^i^fey -r 19 o* 3., met on

__day oi-C'J^iyC^^li^^k: -in the year nineteen

hundred a.n<\ ^^U/^MAAJ - Tyi^Jlat my office, in the City of Baltimore, in the State

--day

7 /

of Maryland, and assigned the

e above n

A

in the same year 2X---sL*U«<LJ*4Ls o'clock in the..y.CL^4<Lc<y^- noon and the
\\ f^ /A ' /? V

office of_-%+sC**JL>Ufrr&*sZi._(J&AfcL<Cs-±SLay^ in the City and State
/ 7,

. / y

aforesaid^ as the time and place for such examination of witnesses in said cause;

at which last mentioned time and place I attended, due notice of such meeting

having been givpn, and proceeded in the presence of the Solicitor of the

to take the following depositions, thatis to say:U



1

Williams,

v.

Williams.

Testimony taken atbthe office of Mr. Davis,

Courtland street, Baltimore, Maryland, August 14th.,

1922, at 3 o'clock P. M.

EMILY WILLIAMS, the Plaintiff in this case,

produced on her cvvn "behalf,having "been first duly

sworn-, deposeth and saith as follows, that is to say:

BY THE EXAMINER:

1 c • State your, namere'sidence and occupaion?

A. Smily Williams, 722 v'/£ West Franklin Street;

laundry work .

2 Q. Do you k now the parties to this suit?

A. I am the Plaintiff and my husband is the

Defendant.

BY MR. DAVIg;

1 Q,. When were you married?

A. 1915.

2 Q. What month?

A. October 5th.

3 Q. Were you married "by a Minister of the Gospel?

A. Yes.

4 Q. In Baltimore City?

A. No sir;in Virginia - Norfolk.



2

Emi&y Williams.

5 Q,. By a Religious Ceremony!

A. Yes.

6 Q. What was your conduct towards your husband while

living together?

A. Good,

7 Q. State whether or not you were always a kind,

affectionate and faithful wife?

A. Yes.

8 Q. Have you "been a resident of Baltimore City,

State of Maryland, for at leafct two years prior to the

filing of this suit?

A, Yes.

9 Q. Are there any children as the result of this

marriage?

10 Q,. Are the parties to this suit living together now?

A. No sir.

12 Q. Which left the other; did he leave you or did

you leave him#

A I was forced to leave him.

12 Q. When*

A. The year after I was married.

13 Q. Y©u have alleged that it was August 1916; is

that right?

A. Yes.



Umily Williams.

14 Q. You BQy that ycu. had to leave him; why did you

have to leave him*''

A. I got some letters cf his

15 Q. Who were the letters from?

A. From another woman, and after getting

after him about it, he got to fighting and he beat

me .

16 Q. Was this Tatating severe''

A. yes.

18 Q. I>id he cut and bruise ycu.

A. Yesjhe bruised ne.

19 Q. And what else did he do to ycu on that occasion.

A. He forced roe tc leave and told me to get out.

20 Q. Did he push you out of the house?

A. Yes , and he opened the door and told me to get

out.

21 Q. After he had beaten you.

A. Yes.

22 Q. And was or not his poing and opening the

door and striking you 83 you went out all one action.

A. He struck me before I went out.

23 Q. But I mean thie time when he struck ycu the last

lick after giving: y°u *^e beating,- was it or not

all done at one time;that is, he gave you the final blow



Bnily Williams.

done at one time?

A. yes.

24 Q. .After that time did you go to him and try to get

him to live with you and do as a husband should?

A. Yes.

25 Q. Hfoat did he say?

A. Ke said that he did not want to live with

ke any more.

26 fy. Did you try to get him to cone "back and live

with you on mere than one occasion after he put you out?

A. Yes.

28 Q. What did he say?

A. He said no#

29 Q. Has this abandonment continued uninterruptedly

sine AufUst 1916; have you lived or cohabited with

him since that time?

A. tfo s i r .

30 Q. "Rave you had anything to do with him since that

time*

A. vo.

31 Q. Have you cohabited with him since that time?

A. No.

32 Q. State whether cr net his abandonment of you was

deliberate and final;did he deliberately and finally



Emily Williams.

A. Yes.

33 Q. state whether or not there is any reasonable

expectation of a reconciliation, - do you ever e xpect

to make up and live together again.

A. No sir.

33 Q. You have asked for the right to resume the

use of your maiden name;what is your maiden name?

A. Simmons.



wmua,

Do you know or oan you etfctc any other rat ter

or thine '"Hat lan̂ y "!» to £h« benefit or adr&Mt «o nf the

i:» Oiifcj or oit?Ticr of thecit or •«!... .•. v JO

to the subject of tMe, your exunin&ti >n, or th«

natters iu .>nestj^n 'between the partieav If go, state

the oejM fullr^^yafc larp^ in your an»wer»





FRANCIS COPELAlffi), a witness of lawful age, produced

on "behalf of the P l a i n t i f f , having "been f i s t duly

sworn, deposeth and sa i th as follows, tha t i s to say:

BY THE !«KAMINER:

1 Q. State your name residence and occupation?

A. Prances Copeland, 334 West Preston Street; maid.

2 Q,. Do you know the parties to this suit?

A. Yes.

BY MB. BOND:

1 Q. Are they husband and wife?

A. Yes.

2 Q. Did they live togethE as husband and wife and were

they always known and recognized in the community

xn which they lived as husband and wife?

A. Yes.

3 Q. Has the Plaintiff been a resident of Baltimor e

City, State of Maryland, for at least two years prior to

the filing of this suit?

A. Yes.

4 Q. fhere are no children as the result of this

marriage?

A. »b.

6 Q. what was her conduct towards her hus"band while

living together?

A. Good.,



8

prances Copeland.

7

Q. State whether or not she was always a kind,

affectionate and faithful wife?

A. yes.

8 Q. Are the partiesto this suit living together now?

A. wo sir.

Which left the other?

she left him.

When?

12th., August 1916.

Why did she have to leave him?

Because he forced her out and "beat her.

How do you know that he "beat her and put her

out of the house on that occasion.

A. When she wasforcedout and forced to leave him she

came to my house, and she was all "bruised and cBying, and

I asked her what was the matter, and she said that her

husband had put her out and beaten her;I saw the

(bruised on her, and a couple of weeks after that I

went to see her husband and I asked him to come down to

the house to see his wife;I was trying to get them togethE,

He came down and he and his wife and myself were in

the room together talking, and I tried to get them

together and his wife asked him to take her back, and

9

10

11

11

Q.

A.

\%.
JA.

A.



Prances CDpeland ,

he said no, that he did not want to live with her,

and he left#

12 Q. on this visit -- on this fir&t occasion a

couple of weeks after he beat her and put his wife

out ,- Did you ask him whether he had "beaten her

and put her out?

A. Yes.

13 Q. What did he say?

A. Yesjhe said that he beat her and put her out.

14 Q. Now, after this time did you know as a

metter of truth that his wife did ©n more occasions

than one try to get him to come back and li« with

her and do as a husband should?

A. Yes.

15 Q * Would he come back or whfct did he say eachttime?

A. ne said that he would not come back.

16 Q. Didhe say that each and every time?

A. He said that he thought that she and him

would never make i t again.

17 Q. And outsit of his wife's efforts , did you or

not, on your personal behalf, try to get him to come

back and live with his wife and do as a husband

should.

A. Yes.



lo

prances Copeland.

18 Q. Would he do i t .

A . NO.

3.9 Q. What did he tell you.

A. - He said that he did not think that he could

live with her any more.

19 Q. "'Has he provided or offered to provide a

home for his wife sinee he abandoned and deserted her?

A. YesK

2l Q. Was there anything to prevent him doing

iso if he had wanted to.

A. Ho sir.

21 Q. Has this abandonment continued uninterruptedly

since August 1916?

A. Yes.

23 Q. Have they lived or cohatited together since that

time

A. No sir.

23 Q,. State whether or not said abandonment was de-

liberate and finaljdid he deliberately and finally

abandon anddBert his wife?

A. Ye0.

25 Q. Did he deliberately "beat her and put he r out

of the house.

A. yes.



11

Prances Copeland.

26 Q,. And did he deliberately say that he would

not take her "bak any more?

A. Yes.

27 Q. s t a t e whether or not there i s anyreasonabie

expectation of a reonci l ia t ion?

A. TTo s i r ; there i s not.



GENERAL

Do you know or pan you state any other matt or

or thing that may be to the benefit or advantage of the

parties to this suit * or either of them* or that may be

material to the aubj ect of this , your examination, or the

matters in question between the parties? If so, state

the aame fully/£mfc\ĵ fcAarge in your answer.

A. —••



No other witnesses being named or produced before mevl then, at the request

of the Solicitor of the.

them closed undo/ my

hand and seal, on this /^£T?57- day oi&<*/&4^m *"

in the year of Our Lord nineteen hundred and^^lJjJ^CcZ^l -'- iMft>- at the

City of Baltimore, in the State of Maryland./^ \^Py S

There

Plaintiff's

_.(SEAL).
Examiner.

Exhibits with these depositions, to wit:

Exhibit-

Defendant's Exhibit A-

aminer.

I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINGTON, the Examiner before whom the fore-

going depositions were taken, do hereby certify that I was employed in assigning

a day, and taking the said depositions upon._i<£^y days,

of which I was employed by the Plaintiff , and on

by the Defendant

miner.



SUBMISSION FOR DECREE.



In the Circuit Court

of Baltimore City

To the Honorable
.TERM 19 V i

Judge of Said Court:

The- above cause is respectfully submitted for

decree and the 43rd General Equity Rule is hereby waived.

Solicitor for Plaintiff,

icibar for Defendant.



Order of Reference
and Report



vs.

IN THE

Circuit Court
OF

BALTIMORE CITY

Term, 19

This case being submitted, without argument, it is ordered by the Court, this...
ifi '

day of. ....~.....̂ !d.L .̂ - , 19 , that the same be and it is hereby referred to

Lihh$&M!±zA^ .' , Esq., Auditor and Master, to report the

pleadings and the facts, and his opinion thereon:

Report of Auditor and Master

. . .jaill £i lM.. .J3X. .w.i£e-- . .^&^ a...Yiac.ul.Q.....m.a.t!.r.i*B.Q.ni.i .cm

...^r.Q.uni....o.f.....aband.QiM.e.n.t.....i>.o..r.....t.h.r..e.e years..* C..Q.ie....Ar.t.» 13.., S..e..c..t.<..3.6.< D.ef..enian.t

....suinjio-n.ed..a,n.d...answers.. Proof. shams. ..mar.r.iag.e.r r.e.s.i.dejac.e....an.d....aban.dojcuijea.t.....iiy.

....i.e.?en.dant fo r a t l e a s t t h ree Year_sJl____cont_inuou.s^ de l ibe ra te . , fijnai and

_.2li.t;h_ou.t__.hpj3_e.

and , j ca f Qj? led res^

Auditor & Master .



.£aily..IULl«OM

VS.

.Rlatoarl. Williams

Recorded
V ^ J2 2>r 1 9 2 0^-

The within is a proper decree to be passed
in this case.



Decree of Divorce

IN THE

VS.

.JUchard.-Williama Sjep.taa.bex

Circuit Court
OF

BALTIMORE CITY

Term,

This cause standing ready for hearing and being duly submitted, the proceedings were by the

Court read and considered.

It is thereupon, this ?...)£. day of O.C.t.O.Qe.r , A. D. 19.22

by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, Adjudged, Ordered and Decreed, that the said

the above named Complainant be and she is hereby DIVORCED A VINCULO MATRIMONII from the

Defendant, ..Rixihard...Williajna..a.rid..-tiiat--.the--jxl-aint.ii>.f--i>e---pe-Ba-i-t-te4 U> -

And it is further Ordered, That the said .D.ef.endant

pay the cost of this proceeding.

FORM 4—BM—1-1-19.


