-4 2

IN THE

o

CIRCUIT COURT

ARDELLA TALIAFERRO

T
Vidoe

e LSS OV FA R

e —

J:

TEWARD DAVIS
TTORNEY AT LAW

15 SAINT PAUL BLACE

B@i:?ifg//

BAUMGARTEN & CO., INC.

L




JOHN TALIA¥ERRO IN THE CIRCUIT COURT

Vs.

-

OF

ARDELLA TALIAFERRO : BALTIMORE CITY,

TO THE HONORABLE,THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

Your Orator complaining respectfully represents;
I. Thet he was married to his wife, Ardella Talifferro, on
the I7th day of December,I9I8 and with whom he resided until the
28th day of Auguset,KI9z4,
2e That ever since said marriage, your Orator has behaved
himself as & faithful,chaste and affectionate husband toward the
said Ardella Taliaferro.
Se That the said Ardella Taliaferro has on divers days and
times since ssld marriage, committed the erime of adultery with
divers, lewd and abandoned men, whose names to your OCrator are
unknown, and said offense has not been condoned by your Orator.
4. That there is one child, Edgar, asge four years, born as
issue of said marriage.
be That both your Orator and the defendant are citimens of
the 3tate of Maryland, having resided in Baltimore City for more
than three years prior to the filing of this bill.

~T0 THE RND THERFFORE:
(a) Thaet your Orator mey be divorced & Vinoulo Matrimonii
from the said Ardella Taliaferro.
(b) That he may retain the custody of his son Rdgar.
(c) That he may have such other and further relief as his

case msy require.



Moy It plesse YoUTr Honor to grant unto your Orator the
Writ of Subpoena directed against the said Ardelld Taldiefarrq,
commsnding asnd requiring her te be and appear in this Court on
some day certain to be named therein to answer the premises and

ablde by and perform such decree or orfler as may be passed therein.

AXD as in duty bound, eto.
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SUBPOENA TO ANSWER BILL OF COMPLAINT




EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland

@n
Ardella Taliaferro

of Baltimore City, Greeting:

next

WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, That all excuses set aside, you do within the time
October

limited by law beginning on the second Monday of
cause an appearance to be entered for you and your answer to be filed to the complaint of

John Taliaferro

against you exhibited in the Circuit Court of Baltimore City,

HEREOF fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril.

WITNESS, the Honorable JAMES P. GORTER, Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench of
cept 192 4

gn day of
Oct , in the year 192

Baltimore City, the
Sth day of

Issued the

-~
l}"

You are required to file your answer or other defense in the Clerk’s Office,
room 206, in the Court House, Baltimore City, within fifteen days after

MEMORANDUM:
return day.
(General Equity Rules 11)
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[Decree Pro Confesso]

IN THE
% ; 7Z Circuit Court
oF

BALTIMORE CITY.

67‘7’ Term, 192 %

The Defendant having been duly summoned (notified by Order of Publication) to appear to

the Bill of Complaint, and having failed to appear thereto, according to the exigency of the writ,
(said Order).

j é W
It is thereupon this day of in the year nineteen

hundred and twenty

by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, ADJUDGED, ORDERED and
DECREED, that the complainant is entitled to relief in the premises, and that the bill of Complaint be and
is hereby taken pro confesso against the defendant. But because it doth nol certainly appear to what
relief the Plaintiff is entitled, it is further Adjudged, and Ordered, that one of the Examiners of this

Court, take testimony to support the allegations of the bill. m z W
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------------------------------- In the Cireuit Court 7

‘ OF BALTIMORE CITY.

M i Lok g daea

and notice having been given me by the Solicitor for the. ---M ______

of a desire to take testimony in thesame, I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINGTON, onc
of the Standing Examiners of the Circuit Courts of Baltimore City, under and by
virtue of an order of the above named Circuit Court, passed in said cause on the

___________ 19294, met on

in the year nineteen

¢ _at my office, in the City of Baltimore, in the State

of Maryland, and assigned thc_./&?}!z%z _________ day ofw
in the same year at. . «@72¢4-__________o'clock in thc--% ______ noonand the

in the City and State

aforesaid, as the time and place for such gxamination of witnesses in said cause;
at which last mentioned time and place I attended, duc notice of such meeting

having been given, and proceeded in the presence of the Solicitor___________. of the

_____________ Mu_-"_""to take the following depositions, that
is to say:—



AN

Taliaferro,
v.
Taliaferrc,
Testkmony taken at the office qf A. deR, Sgp-
P ington, Eéq-, Baltimcre, Mary pand, November 12th.,
1924, at  O'cleck |
John Taliaferro, the Pjaintiff in this case,
produced oen his cwn Behalf, having béen first duly
swern, deposeth and saithaas fcllows, that is to gay:
By the Examiner:
1 Q. State ycur name residence and occupation?
A, John Taliaferrc, 1647 East Fayette Street; rail
strgightner. |
2 Q. Do you knew the parties to this suit?
A. T am the Plaintiff and my wife is the Defendant.
Ry Mr.
1 Q. When were you merried?
A. December 17th., 1918.
2§Q. Were ycu married by a Minisger of the Gospel.
A. Yes;
3 Q. In Bajtimere City?
A. Yes., ‘
4 3. By a Religicus Cerempny?
A, Yese
5 Q. Have you been a resident of Bajtimcre City,
state of Maryiand, for at 1east two years prier te the
fi)ing of this suit?

A. Yes.



John Taliaferro:

6 Q. Aretthereaany childreﬁ as the result of this
marriage?

A. Onecchild.
7 Q- VWnat 1s the name and the age ¢f the chiid?

A. Edgar; four years oide
8 Q. Do you want the custedy of this child?

A, Y;s.
8 Q. Are you able and willing to support, educate and
rear this chija?

A. Yege
9 Q. What wg ycur conduct towaré% your wife while
living together; how did you treat her?

A I treated her '‘the same as & hugband should
treat a wife.
1o Q. State whether ¢r not ycu were always a Xind,
affecticnate and failthful husband?

A, Yes,

11 Q. Are the parties to this suit 1iving together now?

A. No sir,
12 Q. Which 1eft the other; di1d ycu leave her or
did she 1leave vou?

A, She Yeft me.
13 Q. When?

A, August 28th.

P




Jenn Taliaferro.

14 Q. What year?

A. This year 1924,
15 Q. You charge your wife with adultery; do you
knew anything perscnally about that

A. Yes; I know it of my own knowledge.
16 Q. Tell us what ycu knnw «f your cwnppersocnal
know] edge?

A. I know that after she l1eft me, that she
went right to 205 South Bethe) Street and 1ived
with a man named.Jchn Smith as husband and wife; I went
@own there to see her, and I went into the house and I
saw them both together; she and John Smith; I saw them
in the bed rcom ané I accused them c¢f living together thee

there as husband and wife and she akknowledged it tc

me, and she told me to go abcut my business.
17 Q.  Then, that is all you know of her adulteries/
ig it?

A. Yes,
18 Q. Now, have you lived or cohabited with her since
August 28th,, 19249

A, No.
19 Q. Have yocu lived ¢r cohabited with her since

you disccvered her adulteries?

A, No sir.



Jchn Taliaferro,

20 Q. Hdave yocu lived ¢or 6oh£bited with her since
she admitted her adulteries to you?

A, No sir.
21 Q. Eaﬁg you forgiven or conééned her ¢ffense
in any wa&? .

A. No sir.
22°Q. Was she and Jehn Smith the only pecple
whe cccupied this house?

A, No sir; they conly had a bed rcom there.
25 Q. And it was in this bed room that you s them
and cenfronted them, and they both of them ackngw)edged
that they were living there as husband gnd wife?

A. Yes.



Lucy Talieferro» a witness of jawful age, pr duhed
on behaif nf the Plaintiff, having been first duyy
sworn, deprseth and saith as folicws, that is to say:

By the Examiner:

1 Q. State your name residence and cccupaticn?

A,  TLucy Tajiaferovo, 516 Glenwocd Avenue; hcuse work.
2 Q. Do you knmnw the parties to this suit?

A, Yes.

By Mr. Davis:

1 Q. Are they hushand and wife?

A. Yes.
2 Qe Did they live tcgether as husband and wife and
were they always knpwn and recognized in the cowmmunity
in which they 1ived as hughand -and wife?

A, .Yes.
3 Q. Has the Plaintiff been a reeident of Baltimnre
City, State cf Maryland, for at jeast two years prior te
the filing of this suit? A

A. Yes.,
4 Q. There is one child as the result of this mar-
riage; ycu know that?

A. Yese
5 Q. And is the name and the age of the child correctly
given by the father,

A. Yes.,

6 Q. Do you think that he is the fit and proper party



Lucy Tajiaferro,
te have the are and custcdy of this chijd?
A. Yegs
7 Q. What ws s his conduct towards his wife whije
1iving together; how did he treat her?
A. Ver y faithful and affectionately.
f Q- State whether ¢r not he was always a kind,
affecticnate and faithful husband
A, Yege ,
9 Q. Are the parties to this suit 1iving together np vw?
A, No sir, -
10 Q. Which 1eft the other; did he jeave her cr did
she jeave him%
A. She j1eft him.
11 Q. When?
A. About August 28th,, 1924.
12 Q. He has charged hig wife with adultery; do you
know anything perscnally about that®
A. Yes.
13 Q. Tell ' us what ycu know.
A, We1l, I kne w this much about 1it: I guesg it
was along in June 1924, that I went to see lirs.

Taliaferrc pn Madeira Street; at that time she was living

there with this men Smith as husband and wife.



tucy Tajiaferro.
14 Q. Do you mean that Smith and this Defendant was
1ivipg together at that time as husband and wife?

A, Yes.

15 Q. Was that during a separation between Mr. and
Mrs. Tajiaferre pricr to this final separation?

A, Yes.

16 Q. How do you know that they were living at thas
house in June 1924 as husband and wife?

A, Because she teld me herself; she tocld me that,
she made her husband get out for this other man; she
to1d me that; and I sww them 11ving there as
husband and wife.

17 Q. What was their conduct with one ancther
in ycur presence; what did you sze them do,

A, They acted as though they were husband and
wife;; she acted tcewards him the same as if he was her
hushand.

18 Q.' Now, then, her hushand forgave her for that,
did he?

A. Yes.

19 Q. And went back and 1ived with her until August
28th., 19247
A, Yes,

20 Q. And then what happened?



Lucy Taliaferrol

A. Well, during that time she ame to my house
and vigited me and she said to me,- ghe said in these
words "You knew, I am with &nhn again, but I am not going
to stay with him; I dent love him; I 1cve Big John®,-
that is what she czlled this other fellcw Smith "better
than I do my husband, and I am really géing tc 1eave
him", and I talked tc¢ her and I said "You know John
has been a good man to you since he has been married
to you, end I wouidnnot do that way, that is not

right®, and she said "I am not werried about it; you

will see; I am net going to stay with him mjich leonper”,
So, that wes, I think, one Sunday that she was cut
to the houge and the neit Friday I went out there and
she had 1eft her husbaﬁd and gone; her siste told me
that she had gone with this man.
21 Q. Have ycu seen her to tajk tce since that time.
A, Nos I have not.seen her since the jest
separation.
22 Q. And you do not know vhether or not she went
back to this -ohn Smith or not, do you?
A, No sirp; only from what she tcld me that
she was going to leave her husband and go back tc him,
end I know that she did leave he husband but whether

she went back to Smith I do net know.



.10

‘ Lucy Taliaferro;
23 Q. Yog de not know whether she went back to
him or not.
A, Yo sir, I dont, but I do kWnow that she
tcld me that she waé going to 1eave her husband and
go back to Jehn Smith, and when I visited her zbout a
week afterwards about June 1924 or July, she had

left, and I have not seen he sine that time.



GENERAL QUESTION

Do you know or can you state any other matter
or thing that may be to the benefit or advantage of the
parties to this suit, or either of" them, or that may be
materi:a.l to the subjct of this, your exemination, or the
matters in question between the parties? If so, state

the same fullya% ldrge in your answer,

Ag ===



12
John Taliaferro, tke Plaintiff in this case,
heretcfere produced and swern, recalled:
' By Mr. Davus:

1 Q. You have heard the testimony of the previous
witness as te an adultery of your wife which occcur-
rad scmetime in June 1924; did you know of this
adultery perso mally?

A. Yes; I abscilutely did.
2 Q. And no twithstanding that you forgeve her gnd
ﬁent back te 1ive with her,

A, Yes.-
3 Q, Did ycu go back with her on her promice that
she would be a gecd and faithful wife te ycu?

A. Yes,
4 Q. And ingtead of doing that she desertedyyou for
this men again and went tc 1ive with him ag husband
and wife?

A, Yes:
5 Q. And you say that ycu went to the houge where
they were living in this bed rocom and confronted them
in the bed reom, and they both acknowjedged tc you
that they were living there as husband and wife and
they told you to get out?

A, Yes.

6 Q. How were they clothes when you went inte thig bed

room



13

John Teliaferrc.

A. They were inttheir night clcthes.
7 Q. How wag it that you were able to gain access tc
this reom and find them there in that conditicn.

. A. By anpther friend of mine.
8 Q. Expiaintthat.
A I went to this house in order to get in
to see if she would give me my children, and so the man
on the first floor directed me up the stairs where
they were end 0.goces Up and I asked her for the chiildren
and that is what I.sawﬂ
9 Q. But scemebeody admitted you tc this hpuse, who was
it¥?

A. John Jackscn. He was & friend cof mine and heropn
cpened the door, and I asked to see my wife and he told
me to gc right up to the room, which I did.

/0 Q. What time ¢f the day or night wa s it that you
entered this hed rcom?

A. Xbout eight O'clcck at night.

Were they in bed.

A, VNo; they were not in bed; they were getting

ready for bed, and we had scme werds, and she told me

to get out, which I did; they were getting ready for

bed and I suppccz=e they went tc bed after I jeft,



GENERAL QUESTION

Do you know or can you state any other matter
or thing that may be to the benefit or advantzge of the
partigs to this suit, or either of them, or thaf may be
material to the subject of this, your examination, or the

matters in question between the parties? If so, state
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Marie Bullard, a vwi.tness of lawful age, produced
on behalf of the Plaintiff, havinpg been first duyy
gworn, deposeth and saith as fcllcws, that is toc say:

By the Examiner:

1 Q. State your name residence and cccupation?

A. Marie Bullard, 1647 East Fayette Street; hcuse
work.,
2 Q. Do you knecw the parties tc this suit?

A. Yes. -

By Mr. Davis:

1 Q. Are they husband and wife?

A, Yes.
2 Q. Did they 1ive together as husband and wife and
were they always knpwnAand recognized in the community
in which they lived as husband and wife?

A. Yes; I have knnwn him about six months,
3 Q. das he lived in Ba}l time re, Maryland, sine you
have knewn him.

A. Yes,
4 Q. Are the parties to this suit 1iving tcgether new?

A, No sir.
5 Q. Do you know when they sepasted and which jeft
the cther?

A. She 1eft him abocut Augustb28th., 1924.

é Q. Why did she jeave him,
A, I do not know why, but she 1eft him,

7 ¢ Do you knrw anything about her adujlteries?



16

Marie Buljard.

A. T only knew vhat everybody knows that she
went to l1ive with this man Smith, but I dont knew
it ¢f my cwn persenal knowiledge; it must be so, every-
bedy seys so, but I dont know it of my own kncw)edge.
8 Q. It is a generally knewn fact among their friends
and acquaintenes.

A, Yes.
9 Q. Has he lived or cohabited with his wife or
forgiven or condcnsd hes ¢ffense since this time?

A. No gir.



GENERAL QUESTION

Do yau know or canyou state any other matter
or thing that may be to the benefit or advantage of the
parties ‘to this suit, or either of them, or that may be
material to the subject of this, your examination, or the
matters in question between the parties? If so, state

the same ful and At large in your answers

A. - e

e I3 D and



No other witnesses being named or produced)before me, I then, at—the-request

KA e i P, (SEAL).
/ Examiner.
There are. X e eeeeeeeeeeeameee Exhibits with these depositions, to wit:
Plaintiff’s.............. Exhibit....... :

I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINGTON, the Examiner before whom the fore-
going depositions were taken, do hereby certify that I was employed in assigning
a day, and taking the said depositions upon........... o A days, on

of which I was employed by the Plaintiff............... , and ON...oocoeeenn. Lo
by the Defendant.... ...




