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TAIIAF3&?)

vs.

AHDELLA TALIAPERHO

BILL ?OH

J STEWARD DAVIS

TTORNEY AT LAW

is SAINT PAUL RLACE

BAUMGAOTCN 4 CO., INC.



JOHB TALIAPSRHO : US THE CIBCUIT COURT

A TALXJHBBO : B A L T I M O R E CITY.

TO THE HOEORABLEtTHE JUDGE OF SAIU COURT:

Tour Orator complaining respec t fu l ly represents ;

I* That he was married to h i s wife, Ardel ls Ta l i f fe r ro , on

the I7th day of Deoembe^ISIQ ani with whom he resided u n t i l the

28th day of August,I9£4.

£• That ever aince Bald marring*, your Orator has behaved

himself ag a fa i th fu l ,ohas te and affeot loneta husband toward the

said Ardelle Ta l l a fe r ro .

3 . That the said Ardft^l* Tal laferro h&8 on divers days and

tlmea since seid marriage, oociciitted the crime of adultery with

d ive rs , lewd and abandoned men, whotfe names to your Orator are

unknown, and said offense has not been condoned by your Orator.

4 . That there ig one ohl ld , Edgar, age four years , born as

Issue of said marriag*.

5# That both your Orator and the' defendant are o l t i i s n s of

the Sta te of Maryland, having resided in Baltimore City for more

than three years prior to the filing of this bil l .

TO THE SUE 7HERRF0RB:

(a) That your Orator may be divorced ft Tlnoulo Llatrimonil

from the said Ardella Ta l i e f e r ro .

(b) That he may r e t a i n the custody of hia son Edgar,

(a) That he may have auoh other and further r e l i e f as h i s

oase may require*



f r i t if

pl«as© yoUT Honor to ffrant unto your Orator th*

directed against the said Ardell* TsllafarCQr

and requiring h#r to *bo aM appear In this Court on

lap certain to 'be namel tnereln to anew r̂ the premlsoe and

by and perform such decree or order as me.y te passed therein-

AMU ae In duty feoflnd,
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Form 18—5M

EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland

Ardslla Taliaferro

of Baltimore City, Greeting:
WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, That all excuses set aside, you do within the time

limited by law beginning on the second Monday of October next

cause an appearance to be entered for you and your answer to be filed to the complaint of

John Taliaferro

against you exhibited in the Circuit Court of Baltimore City,

HEREOF fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril.

WITNESS, the Honorable JAMES P. GORTER, Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench of

Baltimore City, the 8 " day of C«pt 192 4

Issued the day of , in the year 192

Clerk

4.
MEMORANDUM: You are required to file your answer or other defense in the Clerk's Office,

room 206, in the Court House, Baltimore City, within fifteen days after
return day.

(General Equity Rules 11)
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[Decree Pro Confesso]

J
U

IN THE

Circuit Court
OF

BALTIMORE CITY.

Q^ Teerm, 192/

The Defendant having been duly summoned (notified by Order of Publication) to appear to

the Bill of Complaint, and having failed to appear thereto, according to the exigency of the writ,

(said Order).

It is thereupon this day of ' WiAAMjiAJ in the year nineteen

hundred and twenty ^d/lf\*.—- by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, ADJUDGED, ORDERED and

DECREED, that the complainant is entitled to relief in the premises, and that the bill of Complaint be and

is hereby taken pro confesso against the defendant. But because it doth not certainly appear to what

relief the Plaintiff is entitled, it is further Adjudged, and Ordered, that one of the Examiners of this

Court, take testimony to support the allegations of the bill.
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^/

vs.

In % (Etrirmt tihmrt

OF BALTIMORE CITY.

IS
and notice having been given me by the Solicitor for the.

hundred and^S^k^t^ t

of a desire to take testimony in the same, I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINGTON, one

of the Standing Examiners of the Circuit Courts of Baltimore City, under and by

virtue of an order of the above named Circuit Court, passed in said cause on the

-day ol--^^-te?T%C<sL<<>&r&<- 19^91, met on

- the ^^A^rOCA^C^ day-of ^fh74rCiC^<^-d^ in the year nineteen

my office, in the City of Baltimore, in the State

of Maryland, and assigned thc_-_^f<-i<<-^^L^^- day oiLc/Jc^c^oo<^l<CA~-

.o'clock in thc_ _ ̂ iCdS^L ri noon and the

office oL, .UC^££ 'Z£i5^^^ in the City and State

aforesaid, as the time and place for such examination of witnesses in said cause;

at which last mentioned time and place I attended, due notice of such meeting

having been given, and proceeded in the presence of the Solicitor of the

rr^p^(S^c<c^^CCA^- to take the following depositions, that

is to say:— >



Taliaferroi

v.

Taliaferrc.

Testimony taken at the office cf A. deR. Sap-

p ingjfcon, Esq. , Baltimore, Mary £and, November i2th.,

1924, at O'clock

John Taliaferro, the Plaintiff in this case,

produced on his own "behalf, having "been f i rs t duiy

sworn, deposeth and saithaas follows, that is to say:

By the Examiner:

1 Q. State ycur name residence and occupation?

A. John Taliaferro, 1647 East Fayette Street; rai l

straightner.

2 Q. Do you knew the parties to this suit?

A. I am the Plaintiff and my wife is the Defendant.

By Mr.

1 Q,. When were you married?

A. December i7th. , 1918.

2 Q,. Were you married "by a Minister of the Gospel.

A. Yes.

3 Q,. In Baltimore City?

A. Yes.

4 '*i. By a Reiigicus Ceremony?

A. Yes«

5 Q. Have you "been a resident of Baltimore City,

State of Maryland, for at least two years prior to the

f i l ing of this suit?

A. Yea.



John Taliaferro

S (4. Aretthereaany children as the result of this

marriage?

A. Onecchild.

7 Q. What is the name and the age r.f the child?

A. Edgar; four years oid«

i Q,« I>o you want the custody of this child?

A. Yes,

8 Q. Are ycu able and willing to support, educate and

rear this child?

A. Yes*

9 $• What ws ycur conduct towards your wife while

living together; how did you treat her?

A. I treated her the same as a hus"band should

treat a wife.

•̂0 Q. State whether or not ycu were always a kind,

affectionate and faithful husband?

A. Yes.

11 Q. Are the parties to this suit living together now?

A. No sir .

12 Q,. Which left the other; did ycu leave her or

did she leave uou?

A. She left me.

13 Q. When?

A. August 28th.



Jrhn Taliaferro.

14 Q,. What year?

A. This year 1924.

15 Q. You charge your wife with adultery; do you

knew anything personally a"bout that

A. Yesj I knew it of my own knowledge.

16 Q,. Ten us what ycu know of your ownpperscnai

knowledge'" -

A. I know that after she left ne, that she

went right to 205 South Bethei Street and lived

with a man named John Smith as hus"band and wife; I went

down there to see her, and I went into the house and I

saw them "both together; she and John Smith; I saw them

in the "bed rcom and I accused thera cf living together thee

there as husband and wife and she afcbnowiedged it to

me, and she told me to go a"bcut my "business*

j.7 Q. Then, that is all you know of her adulteries/

is it?

A. Yes.

10 Q. Now, have you lived or cohaMted with her since

August 28th., 1924?

A. No.

19 Q. Have you lived or cohabited with her since

you discovered her adulteries*

A. No s i r .



4

John Taliaferro.

20 Q. Have you lived cr cohabited with her since

she admitted her adulteries to you?

A. No sir.

21 Q. Have you forgiven or condoned her cffense

in any way?

A. Fo sir.

2?,'Q. Was she and John Smith, the only pecpi©

v/hc occupied this house?

A. No s i r ; they oniy had a "bed room there.

23 Q. And i t was in this "bed room that you sw them

and confronted them, and they "both of them acknowledged

that they were living there as husband and wife?

A. Yes.



Lucy Taliaferroi a witness of lawful age, pr duced

on "behalf of the Plaintiff, having "been f i r s t duiy

sworn, deposeth and saith as fojicws, that is to say:

By the Examiner:

1 Q. State your name residence and occupation?

A. Lucy Taiiaf ePiro» 5i6 Gienwood Avenue; he use work.

2 (£. Do you kne w the parties to this suit?

A. Yes»

By Mr. Davis:

1 Q. Are they husband and wife?

A. Yes.

2 Q,. Did they live together as husband and wife and

were they always known and recognized in the community

in which they lived as husband and wife?
*

A. Yes.

3 Q,. Has the Plaintiff "been a reeident of Baltimore

City, State rf Maryland, for at least two years prior to

the filing of this suit?

A. Yes.

4 Q. There is one child as the result of this mar-

riage; ycu know that?

A. Yes*

5 Q. And is the name and the age of the child correctly

given "by the father.
A. Yes.

6 Q. Do you think that he is the fit and proper party



Lucy Taiiaferro.

tc have the are and custcdy of this child''

A. Yes.

7 Q. What ws s his conduct towards his wife while

living together; hr,w did he treat her?

A. Ver y faithful and affectionately.

~ Q,. State whether or not he was always a kind,y
f

affectionate and faithful husband

A. Yes.

9 Q. Are the parties to this suit living together now?

A. No s i r .

10 Q. Which left the other; did he leave her cr did

she leave him?

A. She left him.

11 Q. When?

A. About August 28th., 1924.

12 Q. He has charged his wife with adultery; do you

know anything personally about thatV

A. Yes.

13 Q. Tell'us what you know.

A. Wen, I kno w this much about it: I guess it

was along in June 1924, that I went to see Mrs.

Taiiaferro pn Madeira Street; at that time she was living

there with this nan Smith as husband and wife.



Lucy Taiiaferro.

14 Q. Ho you wean that Smith and this Defendant was

living together at that time as husband and wife?

A. Yes.

15 Q. Was that during a separation "between Mr. and •

Mrs. Taiiaferro pricr to this final separation?

A. Yes«

IS Q,. How do you know that they were living at this

house in June 1924 as hus"band and wife?

A. Because she told me herself; she told me that;

she made her husband get out for this other man; she

toid me thatj and I saw them living there as

husband and wife.

1 Q. What was their conduct with one another

in ycur presence; what did you see them do.

A. They acted as though they were husband and

wife;; she acted towards him the same as if he was her

husband.

18 Q. Now, then, her husband forgave her for that,

did he?

A. Yes.

19 Q,. And went back and lived with her unt i l August

2Sth», 1924*

A. Yes.

20 Q. And then what happened?



lucy Taiiaferro.

Â. Wen, during that time she erne to ay house

and visited me and she said to me,- she said in these

words "You know, I an with John again, but I am net going

to stay with him; I dent lo.ve him; I love Big John",-

that is what she c&ned this other fenow Smith "better

than I do my husband, and I am really going to leave

him", and I talked to her and I said wYou know John

has "been a good man to you since he has been married

to you, end I wouidnnot do that wayi that i s not

right", and she said "I an not worried about i t ; you

win see; I am net going to stay with him n#ch lonfeer",-

So, that was, I think, one Sunday that she was cut

to the house and the next Friday I went out there and

she had left her husband and gone; her siste told me

that she had gone with this man.

21 Q. Have you seen her to talk to since that time.

A. Noi I have not seen her since the las t

separation.

22 Q. And you do not know whether or not she went

back to this -rOhn Smith or not, do you?

A. No sirp; only from what she told me that

she was going to leave her husband and go back to him,

and I know that she did leave hE husband but whether

she went back to Smith I do not know.
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Lucy Taliaferro.

23 Q. You do not know whether she went back to

him or no t.

A. No s i r , I dont, but I do lanow that she

told me that she was going to leave her husband and

go back to Jchn Smith, and when I visited her about a

week afterwards about June 1924 or July, she had

lef t , and I have not seen hE sine that time.



GENERAL QUESTION

Do you know or can you state any other matter

or thing that may be to the benefit or advantage of the

parties to this suit, or either of them, or that may be

material to the subjct of this, your examination, or the

matters in question between the parties? If so, state

the same fully(andSajt̂ -î Jrge in your answer.

A.
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John Taliaferro, the Plaintiff in this case,

heretofore produced and sworn, recalled:

By Mr. I>avus:

1 Q,. You have heard the testimony of the previous

witness as to an adultery of your wife which occur-

red sometime in June 1924; did you know of this

adultery perso aally?

A. Yes; I absolutely did.

2 Q. And no twithstanding that you forgave her and

went "back to live with her.

A. Yes.

3 Q,. Did you go tack with her on her promise that

she would "be a gocd and faithful wife to you?

A. Yes.

4 Q. And instead of doing that she desertedyyou for

this man again and went to live with him as husband

and wife?

A. Yes-.

5 Q. And you say that you went to the house where

they were living in this "bed room and confronted them

in the bed room, e.nd they both acknowledged tc you

that they were living there as husband and wife and

they told you tc get out?

A. Yes.

6 Q,. How were they clothes when you went into this bed

rooai
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John Taliaferro.

A. They were inttheir night clothes.

7 Q. How was it that you were able to gain access to

this room and find them there in that condition.

A. By another friend of mine,

i <}. Expiaintthat.

A. I went to this house in order to get in

to see if she would give me my children, and so the man

on the first floor directed me up the stairs where

they were and 0-goes up and I asked her for the children

and that is what I.saw.

9 Q. But somebody admitted you to this house, who wa.s

it?

A. John Jackson. He was a friend of mine and heir.opa

oppned the door, and I asked to see my wife and he told

me to go right up to the room, which I did.

/0 Q. What time cf the day or night wa s it that you

entered this "bed rtom?

A. Xbout eight 0'clock at night.

Were they in "bed.

A. No; they were not in ted; they were getting

ready for "bed, and we had some words, and she toid me

to get out, which I did; they were getting ready for

"bed and I suppose they went to "bed after I left.



GENERAL QUESTION

Do you know o r can you s t a t e any o t h e r m a t t e r

or thing that may be to the benefit or advantage of the

parties to this suit, or either of them, or that may "be

material to the subject of this, your examination, or the

matters in question between the parties? If so, state

the same fully sthd\t^targe in your answer.

A.—
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Marie Builard, a witness of lawful age, produced

on behalf <'f the Plaintiff, havinfe "been f i r s t duiy

sworn, deposeth and saith as follows, that i s to say:

By the Examiner:

1 Q. State your name residence and occupation?

A. Marie Buiiard, 1647 East Tayette Street; house

work.

2 Q. Do you know the parties to this suit?

A. Yes.

By Mr. Davis:

1 Q. Are they husband and wife?

A. Yes.

2 Q. Did they live together as husband and wife and

were they always knpwn and recognized in the community

in which they lived as husband and wife?

A. Yes; I have known him about six months.

3 Q. Has he lived in Baltimore, Maryland, sine you

have known him.

A. Yes.

4 Q. Are the parties to this suit living together no w?

A. Wo sir.

5 Q. Bo you know when they sepaated and which l e f t

the other?

A. She l e f t him about Augusfb28th. , 1924.

6 %. Why did she leave him.

A. I do not know why, but she l e f t him.

7 Q» Do you knr<w anything about her adul te r ies?



Marie Buliard.

A. I oniy knew what everybody knows that she

went tn live with this man Smith, "but I dont know

i t of ray own personal knowledge; i t aust be so, every-

body says so, but I dont know i t of my own knowledge.

• Q. I t is a generally known fact among their friends

and acquaintance.

A. Yes.

9 Q. Has he lived or cohabited with his wife or

forgiven or condoned heB offense since this time?

A. Vo sir.



GENERALQUESTION

Do yau know o r oanyou s t a t e any o t h e r ma t t e r

o r th ing tha t may "be to the "benefit o r advantage of the

parties to this suit, or either of them, or that may be

material to the subject of this, your examination, or the

matters in question between the parties? If BO, state

the same full^and JLt large in your answer*

A.—



No other witnesses being named or produced/before me, I then, at the icqmt'»4.

closed the depositions taken inlaid cause and now return th<#n/fclos£d/un'clei\

hand and seal, on this ^fr^ki^l2k^k. y^. day

in the year of Our Lord nineteen hundred and.

City of Baltimore, in the State of Maryland.

the

(SEAL).
Examiner.

There are...£?.£?$..,. Exhibits with these depositions, to wit:

Plaintiff's Exhibit + <.

Defendant's Exhibit

Examiner.

I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINGTON, the Examiner before whom the fore-

going depositions were taken, do hereby certify that I was employed in assigning

a day, and taking the said depositions upon JAJ/P. days, on

of which I was employed by the Plaintiff , and on

by the Defendant

aminer.


