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MARTIHA SOLCUM : IN THE CIRCUIT COURT

VS. : . OF

JAMES SLOCUM : BALTIMORE CITY.

TO THE HONORABLE,THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

Your Oratrix complaining respectfully represents:

(I)

That she was married to her husband, James Slocum, on the

I5th day of October, 1904 and with whom she resided until- about

the I5th day of September,1912, when the defendant deserted the

plaintiff.

That though the conduct of your Oratrix toward the said

James Slocum has always been kind, affectionate and afrove reproach,

he has, without any just cause or reason abandoned and deserted '

her and has declared his intentions to live with her no longer,

and that such abandonment has continued uninterruptedly for more

than three years and is deliberate and ginal, and the separation

of the parties is beyond any reasonable expectation of reconcilia-

tion.

(3)

That your Oratrix has not lilfced or co-habited with the

said defendant since said desertion,

(4)

That there is one child, James, age twenty-one years,<

born as issue of said marriage.

(5)

That your Oratrix is a citizen of the State of Maryland, '

having resided in Baltimore City for more than three years prior



to the filing of this bill, "but that the defendant is a non-

resident of the State of Maryland, and when last heard of was in

Norfolk,Virginia.

TO THE END,THEREFORE:

(a) That your Oratrix may "be divorced a Vinculo Matr imonii

from the said James Slocum,

(b) That she may have such other and further relief as her

case may require.

May it please your Honor to grant unto your Oratrix the

Order of Publication directed against the said James Slocum, a

non-resident of the State of Maryland aforesaid, commanding and

requiring him to be and appear in this Court on some day certain

to be named therein to answer the premises and abide by and per-

form such decree or order as may be passed therein,

AND as in duty bound, etc, '

SOMCITORS FOR COMPLAINANT.



J.STEWARD DAVIS,GEORGE W. EVAHS,SOLICIT® S

SI5 ST. PAUL PLACE

IH THE CIRCUIT COURT OF BALTIMORE CITY

MARTINA SLOCUM VS. JAMES SLOCUM

QBBER OF PUBLICATION

The object of this bill is to procure a divorce, a Vinculo'

Matrimonii, by the plaintiff from the defendant*

The bill recites that the parties were married Oct.15,1904 •

and that they lived together until about the 15th day of Septem-

ber, 1912, when the defendant deserted the plaintiff. That there is

one child, James, age 21 years, as issue of said marriage. That

the defendant is a non-resident of the State of Maryland and that

he deserted his wife without any just cause or reason and has

declared his intentions to live with her no longer; that said

abandonment has continued uninterruptedly for more than three

years and is deliberate and final, and the separation of the

parties is beyond any reasonable expectation of reconciliation.

That the plaintiff has been a citizen of the State of Maryland

for more than three years prior to the filing of this bill of

complaint.

It is thereupon this^l day ofhM^u^y 1924, ordered
/

by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City that the plaintiff by

causing a copy of this order to be published in Baltimore Cit

once in each of four successive weeks, before the i^Ljday of

924, give notice to the absent defendant, James Slocum,

object and substance of this bill, warning him to be and

appear in this Court in person or by Solicitor on or before the

of (MhdL 1924, to show cause, if any he may have, why

a decree should not be passed as prayed.



Certificate of Publication

THE DAILY .
Filed /.. day of. 92



THE DAILY RECORD

J. Steward Davis ,& George yv. Evans,
' Solicitors,

215 St. Paul Place.
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF BALTI-

MORE CHT—(B—128—19241 — Martina
Slocum vs. James Slocum.

ORDER OP PUBLICATION.
The object of this bill' is to procure a

divorce a vinculo mntrimonii by. the plain-
tiff from The defendant.'

The bill states that the parties were
married October 15. 1004, and that they
lived'together until about the loth day of
September, 1012, when the defendant de-
serted' the plaintiff. That there is one
child, James, age 21 .years! as issue of
said marriage. That the defendant Is
a non-resident of the State of Maryland
and' that he deserted hlSjWlfe without any
just cause or,reason and has declared his
intentions to live with her no longer: that
said • abandonment has continued, uninter-
ruptedly.-for more, than three years and is
deliberate and . final, and the separation
of the parties is beyond any reasonable
expectation of reconciliation. That the
.plaintiff has been, a citizen of the State
of Maryland for . more , than three, years
prior to the'filing of this bill, of com-
plaint.
•It is thereupon this 21st day, of, Febru-

ary, 1924, ordered by the. Circuit. Court
,of Baltimore" City that.' 1;he'. plaintiff by
causing'a copy of this order^to'b'e pub-
lished* in Baltimore'City once 'in each of
.four successive^w.eeks.'ibe/ore! the .26th day
of. March, 1924,, give notice to * the absent
.defendant of the object ,and substance' of
this bill, warning him to' be nnd'n'ppear in
this Court in person or by solicitor, on or
.before, the 14th day of April,, 1924, to s,how
cause,,'if any he 'may. have, ['why a'decree
should not be passed as prayed.

CHARLES., F. STEIN.
.True Copy-»Test:

' CIrlAS. It. WHITEFiORD,
f22.29mh7,14 " " Clerk.

Baltimore, §M13.K4± , 192

We hefeBV cejifij^pthat^he annexed advertise-

ment of Ovder..*s&^:^t1>1^^ Court

.of Baltimore^C/Jy, Case of.

was published in T H E DAILY RECORD, a daily news-

paper ^ptTBTi^ed in the City of Baltimore, once in each of

4i^^rr^4^rr..C^?^C<7^^----v^^3^ccess 've w e e k s ^ before the

^ ay Cv^Tl &"j"" J'"* Tj
First insertion .S^i^^^.....o<^>^<??f...... 192.Z-
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192 (/ Docket
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i Decree Pro Confesso.

Filed.



[Decree Pro Conf esso]

vs.

IN THE

Circuit Court
OF

BALTIMORE CITY.

Term, 192^

The Defendant having been duly StimsBSged (notified by Order of Publication) to appear to

the Bill of Complaint, and having failed to appear thereto, according to the exigency of the writ,

(said Order).

It is thereupon this day of in the year nineteen

hundred and twenty by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, ADJUDGED, ORDERED and

DECREED, that the complainant is entitled to relief in the premises, and that the bill of Complaint be and

is hereby taken pro confesso against the defendant. But because it doth not certainly appear to what

relief the Plaintiff is entitled, it is further Adjudged, and Ordered, that one of the Examiners of this

Court, take testimony to support the allegations of the bill.

/
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and Report

No..

Order Filed...f?^i...day of.

Report Filed... day of. .19



IN THE

vs.
OF

BALTIMORE CITY

Term, 192 G?

4 A "
This case being submitted, without argument, it is ordered by the Court, this Arr..Si.

day ol.^JS^yi££<!CO(^^p^yfp.. , 19 u&, that the same be and it is hereby referred to

.^l^/^-^...L^.(^^^^^r..t , Esq., Auditor and Master, to report the .

pleadings and the facts, and /nis opinion thereon.

Bill for divorce a vincvnio matrimnnii fi 1 ad hy thp w1 fe

her husband on the ground of abandonment; Code Art. 16, Sec. 57-42.

Defendant prbceeded against as a non-resident and his

proven.

Plaintiff's residence in Baltimore City for more than two years

prior to the filing of the bill proven.

The marriage proven.

Abandonment uninterruptedly for three yfiara, its finqiity

the irreconcilability of the parties proven.

Decree pro confesso was passed against, the defendant »"nc\

thirty days have since elapsed.

Case ready for decree.

December 31st, 1926.

Auditor and Mas
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B

i
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B No.

.12B...
1924.

MB1I

No. Docket

MA SLOCUM

•

VS.

JAMES SLOCUM

\ntn \

i
The within is a proper decree to be passed in
this case.

am-Master.



DECREE OF DIVORCE.

IN THE

.JHABHNA..SEQGD1L.

VS.

JAMES SLOCUM

OF

BALTIMORE CITY,

Term, 192.6..

This cause standing ready for hearing and being duly submitted, the proceedings were by the Court

read and considered.

It is thereupon, this day of— J3s£a5Lt?.eJC..-..r...-..-..r..-..., A. D. 1926^

by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, Adjudged, Ordered and Decreed, that the said M a r t i n a S locum,

the above named Complainant be and She is hereby DIVORCED A VINCULO MATRIMONII from the

Defendant, J.3J0BS.. S16 C.UHL.

And it is Further Ordered, That the said .Complainant . -
pay the cost of this proceeding.



WILLIAM P. LYONS

ATTORNEY AT LAW

818-822 FIDELITY BUILDING

vs In the Circuit Court.
OF BALTIMORE CITY

I
JAMES SLOCUM

Docket..l926...B... Page. 128

December.. 31st., 1926,

Fee of Auditor and Master in above case

Received payment,

Auditor and Master.
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In the Circuit Court r

OF BALTIMORE CITY

DEPOSITIONS

PLAINTIFF'S COSTS
Examiners $.
Copies

Sheriff
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DEFENDANT'S COSTS
Examiners $..
Copies

Sheriff

Stenographer
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3n \\p (Etrrutt (tart

OF BALTIMORE CITY.

a.
&

and notice having been given me by the Solicitor for the.

of a desire to take testimony in the same. I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINGTON, one

of the Standing Examiners of the Circuit Courts of Baltimore City, under and by

virture of an order of the above named Circuit Court, passed in said cause on the

day of ^jzM^J/^. 195r..£.., met on

the %?AAAA!. day oi-...J^MM^Jr^<-. in the year nineteen

hundred andy^rf t t^^- .T^H^. at my office, in the city of Baltimore, in the State

of Maryland, and assigned the <L^/L4A: day of.
JL- D n n

in the same year at....^k^P. o'clock in thc....C^#r> .̂..rr. noon and the

office of y^J^JL.Jirr^pJk^^^ in the City and State

aforesaid, as the time and place for such examination of witnesses in said cause;

at which last mentioned time and place I attended, due notice of such meeting-

having been given, and proceeded in the presence of the Solicitor of the

^PL^L^LUMJLK. to take the following depositions, that

is to say:—



Y
ft •

MARTINA SLOCUM

VS.

SS SLOCUM

Testimony taken at the office of ITr. A.

deRupsy Sappington, Title Building, Baltimore, -Jd. on

o$tednes&*$r)S^pt. 1st, 1924 at 2 o'clock in the after-

noon.

Thereupon

MARTINA SLOCUTt,

the plaintiff, of lawful age, produced in her own

behalf, having "been first duly sv/orn according to

law, was examined and testified as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION:

1Q (By Mr. Davis): T̂aat is your name?

A. Martina Slocum.

2Q And your address?

A. 1608 McElderry Street, Baltimore.

3Q Do you know the parties to this suit?

A. Yes.

4Q You were married the 15th of October, 1904?

A. Y e s .



5Q By a Minister of the Gospel?

A. Yes.

6Q, In Baltimore?

A. Yes. Orleans and Ann Sts.

7Q And you lived together as man and wife

until September 15, 1912?

A. Yes.

8q T>rhich one left the other?

A. I l e f t him.

90, 'Thy?

A. He didn't treat me right.

10Q 'Jhnt did he do to you, boat you or v'-u t?

A. Yes. He would fight and would not work,

and did no!; treat me right.

11(̂ , Did he support you?

A. No indeed.

12Q Did you have to support yourself?

A. Yes nnd my t'vo children.

15Q. Rid he got drunk?

A. Ye s.

14° And you say fight did he strike you?

A. Y3S.



Von How o f t e n ?

A. " tyiencver he r o u l d gcH; d

IGO Hfivo you any r e a s o n t o b e l i e v e Ko 1 en'", " i •,••'

o t h e r \7omen?

Ye s .

17(1 Did you over see him r/ith any?

A. Ye s.

180 /here wore they?

A. In bed. He had his clothoa off. ;-ho

vas in bed. Ho hod another man and uoman there boo.

In my house.

19(1 And as a result of these things you left

him?

A. Ye s.

2D'l '/bat vnP your conduct toi'urds you;- hi-iubcnu?

A. I v/as ^ood and kind to hin .

210, Did you givo him any cause bo run r r i t h other

vro;ne:i?

A. IvTo s i r .

22'\ Have yovi over seen hin since the aor>:;rrtinr?

Since 1912?

A. Yes I have seen him, but it b;;s beer, abnut

three years ago.



230, Has the desertion.of your husband continued

uninterruptedly for more than three yerrs prior to

bhe filing of this suit?

A. Yes, 12 years about.

240, Have you ever lived v/ith or cohabited v/ith

him since the desortion?

A. No.

25Q, Any children as a result of this marriage?

A. One.

26Q, How old?

A. He is 22 now.

27Q He supports himself?

A. Ye s.

28̂ . Have you been a resident of t>*e City of

Baltimore, State of Maryland for more tTvn tvro yopr-s

prior to the filing of this Bill?

A. Oh yes, ten years.

29Q Your husband is not a resident of the State

of Maryland, City of Baltimore. Tie is not living in

Maryland noxi, is he?

A. Wot as I knov/ of. The last I hoard cf

him vms in Norfolk, Virginia.

30Q, Is there any expectation of reconciliation



6

Do you ever expect to go back and live with him

again?

A. No indeed.



GENERAL QUESTION

Do you'know or can you state any other matter

or thing that may be to the benefit or advantage of the

parties to this suiti or either of them, or that may be

material to the subject of this, your examination, or the

matters in question between the parties? If so, state

the same fully and at large in your answer.

A.— >) 0.



7

Thereupon

SiiRAII JOFHSOU,

a witness:* of lawful ago, produced in boh r if of Lf̂ o

ID] aintxff, having boon first duly sworn according to

lav;, v;as examined and testified f. s fclDovs:

DIS'-.OT 1'1XA'''IKKTI0)! :

I"1. (By ITr. Davis): "Th"t Is yoiir name and

address?

A. Sarah Johnson, 415 Dallas St., Brl ti^nro.

20, You knov the parties to t^ls suit?

A. Ye s.

30, 'Tore you present at t^c v/odding, v/̂ on fr^oy

were wirried?

A. Yes.

4'.), Did they l ive ;.t your lion so as man r id vife?

A. Yes they lived i",hGi1o «.ftor they \.u.<->". . ii'y^icd ,

5Q, Their roputotion in tn">o co-"'i"iunity v'as fr • t

they \/oro nan and vrifc and thoy li^Gd as rnrn and vifc?

A. Ye s .

60, I»Irs. Slocun states that she loft hoy husband

on account of his treatraont?

' A. "/oil, he beat her once. TIo ";ouM hnvo

billed hor that ni&ht with thro globe, if It had net



3

been for mo. He had a globe and was going to

strike her with the globe.

70 "tea he drunk?

A. 17cll I guess ho was, a little drunk.

80, Did she give him any reason?

A. None at all.

9'\ L)id he v/ork regularly?

A. Wo.

100, Did she have to work?

A. Yes sir.

11Q, irho supported her?

A. .She supported herself,

120, '-'ho supported the child?

A. Sho supported the child moat nil the time.

13C1, Do you know anything of hi3 having been

seen with other women?

A. I know he used to ca'^y that Lily on the

boat when he used to run wood.

14Q '/hat was Mrs. Ljlocum's -conduct toward her

husband?

A. Very nice.

15Q, '/as she kind and affectionate to him?

A. Yes. Host too kind.



9

16Q, u±d she give him any reason to run with

these other women and refuse to support her?

A. No.

170, T/as the desertion continued for more

than three years prior to the filing of this Bill

of Complaint?

A. Yes, going on five years.

18r> Is there any expectation of reconciliation?

A. No sir. I hope she never will.

19(1 Has lirs. Slocurn lived with, or cohabited

with him since the separation?

A. Hot as I know of, she has not.

20 ̂  7 a s Krs. Slocum a resident of the state

of Maryland, City of Baltimore, and has she been for

t>>reo years prior to the filing of this Bin of

Complaint?

A. Oh yes, ten or twelve years.

21Q Is James Slocum a resident of the City of

Baltimore, State of TTaryland now?

A. No.

220 '.'here did you last hear of him?

A. I heard he was down in Norfolk, Virginia.



Do you know or can you et&te nny other r.&tter

or thing that ray t>e to the "benefit or advantace of th»

partita to thi» su i t , or either of then:, or that may \>*

material io the subject of t^is , your examination, or th«

asattera in queetion "between the {lartis."?? I f so, etat«

the same fu l ly and at large in ynur answer*



No other witnesses being named or produced before me, I then, at the request

of the Solicitor of the ^liLo^^Zi^U..

closed the depositions taken in, said'cause and now Jeturn them closed under my,

hand and seal, on this .}/AAr&xiM<&&£4!>.':'}yi.?f*. day of

in the year of Our Lord nineteen hundred and..y£/?^7^rvy6ty..7r:.i1?r \̂</.. at the

City of Baltimore, in-the State of Maryland.

(SEAL).
Examiner.

There are Yw. Exhibits with these depositions, to wit:

Plaintiff's Exhibit

Defendant's Exhibit

Examiner.

I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINGTON, .the Examiner before whom the fore-

going depositions were taken, do hereby certify that I was employed in assigning
A P ^J

a day, and taking the said depositions npon.-J^^kJ. days, on
of which I was employed by the Plaintiff , and on

by the Defendant ^ y ^ y y

Examiner.


