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MARY ROCHESTER : IN 'THE CIRCUIT COURT

Vs, : oF

JOSEPH ROCHESTER : BALTIMORE CITY.

7

TO THE HONORABLE,THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:
Your Oratrix compleining respectfully says:-
(1) That she was married to her husband,Joseph Rochester

December 16,1916 and with whom she resided until Oct. 9,I1923,

(2) That ever since said marriage, your Oratrix hes behaved
herself as & faithful, chaste and affectionate wife toward the

said Joseph Rochester,

(3) That the said Joseph Rochester, has on divers days and
times since said marrisge, cammitted the crime of adultery with
divers, lewd and abandoned women, whose names to your Orsgtrix

are unknown, and said offense has not been condoned by your

Oratrix,
(4) That there are no children as igsue of said marriage.
(5) That both your Oratrix and the defendant are citizens of

the State of Maryland, having resided in Baltimore City for.

more than three years prior to thelfiling of this bill.

T0 THE END,THEREFORE:
(a) That your Oratrix mey be divorced a Vinculo Matrimonii
fromr the said Joseph Rochéster.
(b) That she may have such other and further relief as her

case may require.



May it plesse your Honor to grant unto your Oratrix
the Writ of Subpoena directed against the said Joseph Rochester
commanding Bnd requiring him to be and appeér in this Court oh
some day certain to be named therein to answer the premises and
abide by and perform such decree or order as may be passed there-

in,

AND as in duty bound, etc.

L TOR FOR CO AINANT.
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Form 18—3M.

EQUITY SUBPOENA
The State of Maryland

@n

Joseph Rochester

of Baltimore City, Greeting:
WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, That all excuses set aside, you do within the

time limited by law beginning on the second Monday of November next

cause an appearance to be entered for you and your answer to be filed to the complaint of

Mary Rochester

against you exhibited in the Circuit Court of Baltimore City,

HEREOF fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril.

WITNESS, the Honorable JAMES P.-GORTER, Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench of

Baltimore City, the 10! day of September 192 3,
Issued the 16! day of October | in the year 192 3

Chas R. Whiteford, Clerk

MEMORANDUM: You are required to file your answer or other defense in the Clerk’s
Office, room 206, in the Court House, Baltimore City, within fifteen
days after return day.

(General Equity Rules 11.)
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MARY ROCHESTER IN THE
VS, CIRCUIT CQURT OF

JOSEPH ROCHESTER BALTIMORE CITY,

TO THE HONORABLE, THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

Your Respondent, Joseph Rochester, in answer
respectfully shows:

(1) Thet he admits peragraph ONE,

(2) That he emphatically denies
paragraph TWO.

(3) That he indignantly denies paragreph
THREE, end to the contrary says, thst
he has always been a good, kind, effec-
tionate husband to his wife,

(4) Thet he admits paragraph FOUR,

(5) That he edmits paragreph FIVE,

Having enswered in so far 2s he is advised
i8. necessary, he respectfully prays that the bill 8o unjust-
ly filed ageinst him be dismiss%p.

As:.in duty bound, etc.,




Qltrrmt Onurt Y-

MARY ROCHESTER

V8.

JOSEPH ROCHESTER .

A it ST

Petition for leave to take
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MARY ROCHESTER

IN THE

" Circuit Court No. 3,

A OF
JOSEPH ROCHESTER «

BALTIMORE CITY.

To the Honorable the Judge of the
Circuit Court No. 2 of Baltimore City:

THE PETITION OF. . Mary Rochester, Plaintiff,

in this case, respectfully shows that she desire s to take testimony in this case, and

respectfully pray s that leave be granted her to do so before one of the Standing

@ﬁ'z’.
Solgito: Plaintiff,e

Examiners of this Court.

ORDERED, this g day of W 192?

granted to the parties to the cause, to take testimony, as prayed, before any one of the Standing Examiners

of this Court.
;_/Q/u..ﬂy M‘;

, that leave be
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SUBMISSION FOR DECREE.

Mr. Clerk,




In the Circuit Court Ne=2-
Of Baltimore City.

/
/
/

,}Z/& .............. TERM ?

Judge of the Said Court:
The above cause is respectfully submitted for

decree and the 43rd General Equity Rule is hereby waived.

Solicitor for Plaintiff,

for Defendant.




o/ Gt CttRera=|
070 / |
192 ‘‘‘‘‘ g Docket NO..Z/O
LA G = 4

Order of Eeference
and Report

,
| /0 26043
| o. (])
{!

Order Filed

Report Filed ... day 8. L. o 192




= y / ) Vi
IN THE / d/a//(ﬂdc’ tbtxlix

il { S //
< o /,
Gtrmtt mnuﬂ %‘ ........................................................................................
/ VS,
OF : y, Vi
£ fe A Zn- (
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.. Term, 192 2
This case being submitted, without argument, it is ordered by the Court, this ’?’% ........

W
day of , 192 2 , that the same be and it is hereby referred to
%/W M l’m ..... , Esq., Auditor and Master, to report the

pleadings and the facts, and his opinion thereon.

Report of Auditor and Master
£ad @;wmﬁlilwiilﬁd ..... by . wife. against hushand for divorce a.vinculo.matrimonii..

- »

fendant, Case submitted and ready for decree,
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The within is a proper decree to be passed
in this case.

Alons Lo/ i .

Auditor and Ma.s or.




Decree of Divorce 9 7

IN THE
v MARY ROCHESTER . . . . . . Circuit Court
OF

VS.
( BALTIMORE CITY

JOSEPH ROCHESTER

Court read and considered. / d M
It is thereupon, this_..........._..~ ... Ay of 4 M mSelr 0 T A.D / 5 Z 43

by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, Adjudged, Ordered and Decreed, that the said

And it is further Ordered, That the said......... Defendant

pay the cost of this proceeding. M

FORM 4—5M—1-1-19.



OF BALTIMORE CITY

In the Circuit Court, ,

¥

. ’

PR « T

Gty TR o o 49
e 4 8 |y A e -~ :
a4

DEPOSITIONS

No... Aéjiﬁ

Examiners...

PLAlmﬁ's COSTS — o2
$

Shonifl s . TS i 4




-------------------------------------------------------------- In the Airruit Gourt

OF BALTIMORE CITY.

of a desire to take testimony in the same, I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINGTON, one
of the Standing Examiners of the Circuit Courts of Baltimore City, under and by

virtue of an order o he above named Circuit Court, passed in said cause on the

.............. 1927, met on

of Maryland, and assign

in the samg year gt......... ~...noon and the

office of...., a.ydAfABAN,. ARV o . in the City and State
aforesaid;/as the time and place for such examination of witnesses in said cause;
at which last mentioned time andsplage I attended, due notice of such meeting

having been given,




Rochester,

v.
Rochester.

Testimony taken at the office of Mr. Davis,
Bajtimnre, Mary;and, Ncvember 1923, at three O'clock
P; M.

Mary Rochester, the Plaintiff in this case,
produced on her cwn behalf, having been first duly
swnrn, deposeth and saith as follews, that is to say:

BY the Examiner:
14Q. State your name residence and cccupaticn?

A. Mary Rochester, 1411 East Madiscn Street; I
have'nt any cccupsation.
2 Q. Do yeu knew the parties te this suit?

A. I am the Plaintiff and my husband is the De-
fendant.

By Mr. Davis:

1 Q. When were jycu married?
A. npecember 16th., 1916,

. Were you married by a Minister of the Gospel?

Q
A. Yes; by the Reverend Mr, Equilla.
Q. In Baltimere City.

A

. Yes,
4 Q By a Religiocus Ceremony?

A. Yes.
5 Q. Have you been a regident ¢f Baltimpre City,

State ~f Maryland, for at least two years prier tec the



Mary Rechesgter',

filing of this suit?

A, Yes.
6 Q. Are there any children as the result ¢f this
marriage?

A, No.
7 Q. What was your cenduct tewards your husband while
living together; how did you treat hime

A, I was kind and faithful.
8 Q. State whether or net you were always a kind,
affectiinate and faithful wife?

A. Yes.
9 q. Are the parties to this suit living together now?

A, No sir,
10 Q. Which left the other; did he leave you ar did you-
leave him?

A, I left him,
11 Q. When?

A. October 9th.
12 Q. What year®

A, 1923.
13 Q. You charge your husband with committing

adultery; dc¢ you knew anything personally about that?
A, I ocnly know what other people have told me and

what he has tol1d me.



Mary Rochester.

14 Q. Do you meah that you charged him with having
committed adultery,

A. Yes,
15 Q. Did he admit or deny it?

A. de admitted it.
16 Q. Is that what caused the geparation between
the parties te this suit?

A, Yes, &nd he was cruel.
17 Q. Have you lived or cohabited with him since Oc¢=
téber 9th., 19239

A. Yo sir.
19 Q. Have you lived ¢r cchabited with him since
you discovered his zdulterieg?

A. No sir.

20 q. Have you frrgiven or condened his cffense in

any way?

A, No.



GENERAL QUESTION

Do you k¥now or can you state any other matter
or thing thatwuay be go the benefit or advantage of the
parties to this suit, or either of them, or the!l way be
material to the subject of this, your examination, or the
mabtirs in question between the parties? 1If so, state

the same fully and at large in your answeres

Agmwe



Charles L. ¥Worris, a witnesg of lawful age, pro-
duced ¢n behelf of the Plaintiff, having been first duly
sworn, deposeth and saith as follews, that 1s to say:

By the Examiner.

1 Q. State your name residence and occupaticn?

A, Charles L. Nerris, 1634 Miller Street; porter.
2 Q. Do ynu knew the parties to this suite

A, Yes,

Ry Mr, Davis:

1 Q. How long heve you kncwn them?

A, Ahout five years.
2 Q. Are they husband and wifees

A, Yes

3 Q. Did they live tngether as husband and wife and
were they always knewn and recegnized in the com-
munity in which they lived as hushand and wife?

A. Yes,
4 q, dag the Plaintiff been a resident of Baltimore
City, State of Maryland, for at least two years prier te
the filing of this suit?

A, Yes,
6 Q. Are there any children as the result of this mar-
riage?

A, Nc.

6 Q. What was Mrs, Rochester's conduct teowards her

husband while living together; how did she treat him?



Charles L. Norris.
A. She was geood to him,
7 Q. State whether or nct she was always a kind,
affectionate and faithful wifese
A, Yes,
8 Q. Are the psrties to this suit living together now?
A, Yo sir,
9 Q. Which left the cther; did he leave her or did
she leave himé
A.  She left him.
10 Q. When?
4, I do net know the date.
11 Q; About when%
A, It was about six eor seven weeks agQ.
12 Q. Urs, Rochester's has testified that it was the
9th., October 1923; is that sbout the time?
A, Yes,
13 Q. She has als¢ charged her husband with adultery;
d6 you know anythihg personally about that?

A Yes, I do.

15 Q. Tell us what you know; when it was and where it
was and all about it,
A, I do know pfsonaily that he has gone out

with varicus individuals and places; of course, I

would nct like to say the place.



Charlies L. Norrks,

16 Q. Pick out one instance and tell us abcut that
one, and state when and where it was,

A, One instance that I wremember was during last
February 1923.
17 Q.  Where did he go and what did he do.

A; It was out in the southwestern sectiecn of
the City.
18 Q. 0 n what Street.

A, It wag on Biddle Street.
19 Q. Were yeu with him?
A, Yeg,
20 Q Did yjou enter the house with h&m.
A, Yés,
21 Q. What did he do in there%
A, He wag with a girl; we carried the girls

in there; both of us did,
22 Q. And what did you do after you entered the
house with the girls?
A, Committed adultery.
23 Q. But, first, I want you to tell us exactly
what ycu did before the adultery was commitﬁed; in other
words, I want you to tell just exactly what you did after
you entered the house,

A. It was a rooming house and we engaged separate

reOms



Charles L. Norris,

24 Q. And what did yocu dc after you engaged the
room,

A. We engaged the rooms and then we sent to bed.
25 @. Did you see him enter a bed room with the
girl that he was with.

A, Yes; I did.
26 Q. What sort ¢f a roeomwwas it; a bed reoom, dining
room or kitchen.

A. Bed room.,
27 Q. Did you at any time enter thig room which he
occupied with this’girlé

A. Yes, I did.
28 Q. When and for what purpose.
A I went in te get a drink, and they were
oen the bed at the time,
29 Q. THow were they clcthed?

A. They had nothing ¢n but their underslcthing.
30 Q. And then you Ieft them in there together,

A. Yes.
31 Q. And did yocu go tc your room.

Y€sg.



Charles L, Nprris.

32 Q. ’Did you cicse the door ¢f their reom when you
left it?

A, I did;
33 Q. Did they ;cck it?

A. They did.
34 Q. © And then you went back te your reom, is that true?

A, Ye€s.,

35 Q. How long did they remain in that bed room
toéether?

A. From about eight O'cleck until about fif-

o
a1
o,
o

teen minutes of twelve. About three hours
half.,
37 Q. And‘then yeu all left together, dicd you.
A, YeS.
38 Q. And after 1eaving the‘girls for the night did you
have any conversation with Mr. Rochester?
A, Yes.
38 Q. And in this conversation with him what did
he say with reference to the girl that he had
been with.
A. He sp bke of the way thét he had enjoyed him-

self.

41 Q. In other werds, he admitted his adultery to youe



10

Charles L. Nerris.

A. Yes:
42 Q. That wag the purpese for which you both
went there; is that true? '

A. Yes.
41 Q. Now, Mrs. Rochester has testified that she
left her husband October 9th., 1923; when did you
mzke this adultery about which you have testified
kncwn to her; was 1t before or after the separation?

A. It was after the separatien.
45 q. das she lived or cohabited with her husband
since yeu teld her of his adultery®

A, She heas not,
43 Q. Has she lived or cohabited with her husband
since the 9th., october 19237

A.  No sir, ’
47 Q. Has she forgiven or condened his ¢ffense
in any way*

A, No; she hag not,
45 Q. You have told us gbout the adultery of the
Defendant,~ that 1s, cne act ¢f adultery; I understand
that you can testify to numerous acts cf adultery
comnitted by the Defendant; k&s that true?

A. Yes,

47 And 1f questioned about them you could tell us

in detail sbout it. could vou



A,

Yes.

Charles 1.

Norris.

11



GYNER/L QUER ION

o you knmow or can you state any o ther matter
sr thing that may be 8 the denefit or advantage of the
parties to his evit, or either of themr, or that maybv e
material %o the subjeat of his, vour acamination, or the
motters in guestion between thepartien? I1If so, statoe

the germe fully &t large in yosur ansuere

Jge

A Al dot SR
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George Matthews, a witness of lawful age, produced
on behalf of the Plaintiff, having been first duly
sworn, deptseth and saith as follcws, that is te say:

By the Examiner:
1 Q. State your name residence and cccupation?

A, George Matthews, 829 Ashland Avenue; laboriag
werk,
2 Q. Do you know the parties to this suit?

A, Yes.

By Mr' Davis:

1Q. How ;ong have you known them?

A, About two years.
2 Q. Are they husband and wife?

A. Yeés,
3 Q. Did they 1;ve togethe; as husband and wife and
were they always known and recognized in the commun-
ity in which they lived as husband and wife?

A. Yes.
4 Q. Has she lived in Baltimpre City since yecu have
known her, and the State ¢f Maryland?

A. Yes.

5 Q. Are there any children as the regult cf this
marriage?

A. Not that I know cof.



14

George Matthews.,

6 Q. What was her conduct towards her husband while
living together; haw did she treet him¢

A, Hicely as far asc I know.
7 Q. State whether or not she was always a kind,
affectionate and faithful wife?

A, ves, as far ag I knnw,
8 Q. Are the parties to this sult living together now?
‘ A, Ne cir.,
9 Q. Which left the other; did he leave her cr dad
she leave hlmé

A. She left him,
10 Q. When?

A. About six weeks age,- slx or eight weeks ago.
11 Q. She has testified that it was the 9th., Of
October 1923; ig that about right?

A. Yes,
12 Q. She has charged her husband with adultery,; tell
us what yeu know zbout 1it?

A, Well, he committed 1it.
13 Q. When?

A, A bout September 1923.

14 Q. How da yeu know that he did.



George Watthews.
A, I was with him; we were bath together.
15 Q. Where?
A, On St, Mary's Street,
16 Q. In pgltimore, Maryland?
A. Yes,
17 Q. Did you go into the house tegether?
A. Yes,
17 Q. What happened after you got intc the house.
A. He went to bed with some one in there.
18 Q. You gay thatbhe went teo bed; with whom did he
to bed.
A. He went toc bed with & woman.
20 Q. Haow de you know that?
A. Because I gaw him,
21 Q. Did yru see him go into the bed roem with
this woman?
4. Yes.
22 Q. What did he do; did they leave the door open
or closed?
A. No; they fastened the door.
23 Q. And then where did you go?
A, I went to another bed room; in the room
nest tc him,
24 Q. Hew long did he remain in this bed room

with this woman?

15

g0



16

George Matthews.

A. About twe or three hours.
25 Q. And did you leave the house together,

A. Yes., ‘
26 Q. After 1eaving the women did you talk about this
affair?

A, Yeg; certainly.
27 Q. And in this onversation with him did he gay
anything about the woman that he was with.

A. Yes,
28 Q. Did he admit his dulteriegs with this woman
on that accasion tc you,

A. Yes.,
29 Q. And when was this?

A, That was Septembef 1923.
30 q. When did you first tell Mrs, Rochester about it;
when did you meke this fact first knewnzto her; before
cr after the geparation?

A, This is the first time that I said anything,
31 Q. You do not know how Mrs. Rochester found
out that you knew anything, do yeu?

A. Mr, Davis came to see me.

32 Q. Then you told Mr., Davis, did youe
A. Yes,



17

George Matthews,

33 Q. He had reason to believe that you knew some-
thipg about the case, because You was an agsociate and
you traveled tcgether; is that true; you were
an associate ¢f Rochester,

A. Ygs.
34 Q. And that is how you come to get into the
case?

A, Yes.
35 Q. Has Mrs. Rochester liveed or cohabited with
her husband since she discovered this adultery?

A. No sir,
36 Q. Has she lived or cohabitea with him since the
9th., October 1923,

A. No sir.
37 Q. Has she forgiven or condecned his offense
iﬁ any way?

A, Yo sir.



GLNERAL QUESIION

No you know or can you state any other matter
or thing that may be to the ¥enefit or advantage of the
parties to this suit, or gither of them, or that may be
mterial to the subject of this, yours examinatdon, or the
matters 4in qnestion'between'fhe parties? If so, state

the sesme fully and at large in your answers




No other witnesses being named or prodficed bejo;
of the Solicitor......ccccceeeeees of the....cceeeeee,

1e, I then, at the request

closed the depositions taken in said ca

hand and seal, on this.............n.

City of Baltimore, in the State of Mary]aW
A\ o fecce P 7a SEAL).

xaminer.

There are. VMmoo Exhibits with these depositions, to wit:
Plaintiff’s................ Exhibit ....... / ............................................................................................

I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINGTON, the Examiner before whom the fore-

signing

going depositions were taken, do hereby certify_f{/t;)t I was employe
a day, and taking the said depositions upon.....L47e. ... days, on. TG .

of which I was employed by the Plaintiff
by the Defendant......................




