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MARY ROCHESTER : II 'THE CIRCUIT COURT

VS. : OF

JOSEPH ROCHESTER : BALTIMORE CITY.

TO THE HONORABLE,THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

Your Oratrix complaining respectfully says:-

(I) That she was married to her husband,Joseph Rochester

December 16,1916 and with whom she resided until Oct. 9,1923.

(E) That ever since said marriage, your Oratrix has behaved

herself as a faithful, chaste and affectionate wife toward the

said Joseph Rochester,

(3) That the said Joseph Rochester, has on divers days and

times since said marriage, committed the crime of adultery with

divers, lewd and abandoned women, whose names to your Oratrix

are unlcnown, and said offense has not been condoned by your

Oratrix.

(4) That there are no children as is,sue of said marriage,

(5) That both your Oratrix and the defendant are citizens of

the State of Maryland, having resided in Baltimore City fori

more than three years prior to thelfiling of thiB bill.

(a) That your Oratrix may be divorced a Vinculo Matrimonii

frorir the said Joseph Rochester.

(b) That she may have such other and further relief as her

case may require.



May it please your Honor to grant unto your Oratrix

the Writ of Subpoena directed against the said Joseph Rochester

commanding land requiring him to be and appear in this Court oil

some day certain to "be named therein to answer the premises and

abide by and perform such decree or order as may be passed there-

in.

AHD as in duty bound, etc.

SOLICITOR FOR COMPLAINANT.





Form 18—3M.

EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland
Ota

Joseph Rochester

of Baltimore City, Greeting:
WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, That all excuses set aside, you do within the

time limited by law beginning on the second Monday of November next
cause an appearance to be entered for you and your answer to be filed to the complaint of

},4ary Rochester

against you exhibited in the Circuit Court of Baltimore City,

HEREOF fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril.

-WITNESS, the Honorable JAMES P.^GORTER, Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench of

Baltimore City, the 10 ' day of September 192 3 ,

Issued the 16T day of October , in the year 192 3 ,

Chas R. Whiteford, c l e r k

MEMORANDUM: You are required to file your answer or other defense in the Clerk's
Office, room 206, in the Court House, Baltimore City, within fifteen
days after return day.

(General Equity Rules 11.)
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MARY ROCHESTER

VS.

JOSEPH ROCHESTER

IN THE

CIRCUIT COURT OP

BALTIMORE CITY.

TO THE HONORABLE, THE JUDGE OP SAID COURT:

Your Respondent, Joseph Rochester, in answer
respectfully shows:

(1) That he admits paragraph ONE.

(2) That he emphatically denies
paragraph TWO.

(3) That he indignantly denies paragraph
THREE, and to the contrary says, thst
he has always been a good, kind, affec-
tionate husband to his wife.

(4) That he admits paragraph FOUR.

(5) That he admits paragraph FIVE.

Having answered in so far as he is advised

Is. necessary, he respectfully prays "that the bill BO unjust,

ly filed against him be dismissed.
IT

As-, in duty bound, etc.,



Qltrratt (Emtri

192 Docket.

MARY ROCHESTER

vs.

JOSEPH ROCHESTER,

Petition for leave to take
Testimony and Order of

Court thereon.

Filed



- ...MARY ROCHESTER

vs.

JOSEPH ROCHESTER,

IN THE

Circuit Court No.

OF

BALTIMORE CITY.

To the Honorable the Judge of the
Circuit Court No. 2 of Baltimore City:

THE PETITION OF ¥^7

in this case, respectfully shows that she desire s

respectfully pray s that leave be granted her

Examiners of this Court. . . . •

to take testimony in this case, and

to do so before one of the Standing

laintiff.

ORDERED, this U day of '...."-...'...Z.Z"..^^ 192A/ , that leave be

granted to the parties to the cause, to take testimony, as prayed, before any one of the Standing Examiners

of this Court.



Cir. Ct.

192 ^ Docket No.

MARY ROCHESTER

VS.

JOSEPH ROCHESTER.

SUBMISSION FOR DECREE.

Mr. Clerk,

lease, file

Filed



r y... Bo.oiie s.t.er..

vs.
Rochester,

In the Circuit Court

Of Baltimore City.

.TERM 192.3....
To the Honorable

The

Judge of the Said Court:

The above cause is respectfully submitted for

decree and the 43rd General Equity Rule is hereby waived.

Solicitor for Plaintiff,

icitor for Defendant.



Order of Reference
and Report

Order Filed day of
Report Filed day of.. .192



IN THE

OJtmtit Gfauri
OF

BALTIMORE CITY

..Term, 192

This case bWg submitted, without argument, it is ordered by the Court, this..
c

day of [X^/yk^yy... .._. , 192 -* , that the same be and it is hereby referred to

.., Esq., Auditor and Master, to report the

pleadings and the facts, and his opinion thereon. ;

» • " • >

. /

Report of Auditor and Master

a ^ ^ D.e.£endan.t....s.ULraane.d

f endant , Case___j_ubmitted...a_nd...ready_^

.Audi.t.or....and....Mas.t.ez



IT

CIRCUIT COURT
B.

No. Docket

MARYROCHESTER

vs-

ROCHSSTER.

Recorded

nf ituom

B

<*

C/Q

The within is a proper decree to be passed
in this case.

Auditor and Master.

I



,.,,,= l f "W *» l l l T

Decree of Divorce
IN THE

MARY ROCHESTER

VS.

JOSEPH ROCHESTER

Circuit Court
OF

BALTIMORE CITY

Term, 19...&&.

This cause standing ready for hearing and being duly submitted, the proceedings were by the

/

by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, Adjudged, Ordered and Decreed, that the said

MARY..RQCHEETER

the above named Complainant be and die is hereby DIVORCED A VINCULO MATRIMONII from the

Defendant, ...JOSEIiH..ROCHESTE.R, .;'

I. .

And it is further Ordered, That the said,
pay the cost of this proceeding.

FORM 4—BM—1-1-19.
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In the Circuit Court,
OF BALTIMORE CITY

DEPOSITIONS

YkHa
vs.

Y? /

No. ' '

P^LAIllTjfJ'S COSTS
Examiners $

Copies

Sheriff.
Stenographer

$

DEFENDANT'S COSTS
Examiners $.

Copies

Sheriff
Stenographer

s\ AJ y



3ltt % O&trrmt Gfourt

OF BALTIMORE CITY.

and notice having been given me by the Solicitor for the

of a desire to take testimony in the same, I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINC&TON, one

of the Standing Examiners of the Circuit Courts of Baltimore City, under and by

virtue of an order, of/the above named Circuit Court, passed in said cause on the

day of...«^rr .̂/^i^fr^(J<^Kr^iL_.....19*^c?-., niet on

.day of-.L/..JL*£?&&!*!$&**...in the year nineteen

hundred andt^^C^. ' .^r^rf .a t my office, in the City of Baltimore, in the State

of Maryland, and assigned \h^...~<!&lA<4A*tL&O&te£%L day nf (/ /7s6~V~£><^<Ji4*c

in the same year ad.r. AAA^L<CA...r o'clock in the....C£fi<C&l.r'......noon and the

\ TV~ / y • /> *
office oi....^±..jd^U&ofa&id?.....&-i/-C!^^ in the City and State
aforesaid, as the time and place for such examination of witnesses in said cause;

at which last mentioned time and* place I attended, due notice of such meeting

having been given^nd proceeded in the presence of the Solicitor of the

.to take the following depositions, that

is to say:-



Rochester,

v.

Rochester.

Testimony taken at the office of Mr. Davis,

Baltimore, Maryland, November 1923, at three O'clock

P. M.

Mary Rochester, the Plaintiff in this case,

produced on her own "behalf, ha.ving "been first duly

sworn, deposeth and saith as follows, that is to say:

By the Examiner:

1 Q. State your name residence and occupation?

A. Mary Rochester* 1411 East Madison Street; I

have'nt any occupation.

2 Q,. Do ypu knew the parties to this suitV

A. I am the Plaintiff and my husband is the De-

fendant.

By Mr. Davis:

1 Q. When were you married?

A. jiecember 16th. , l9l6.

2 Q,. Were you married "by a Minister of the Gospel?

A. Yes; "by the Reverend Mr. Equilla.

3 Q. in Baltimore City.

A. Yes.

4 Q By a Religious Ceremony?

A. Yes.

5 Q,. Have you been a resident of Baltimore City,

State of Maryland, for at least two years prir.r to the



Mary RochesterV,

filing of this suit?

A. Yes.

6 Q. Are there any children as the result of this

marriage?

A. No.

7 Q,. What was your conduct towards your husband while

living together; how did you treat him?

A. I was kind and faithful.

8 Q. State whether or not you were always a kind,

affectiinate and faithful wife?

A. Yes.

9 Q. Are the parties to this suit living together now?

A. No sir.

10 Q. Which left the other; did he leave you or did you

leave him?

A, I left him.

11 Q,. When?

A. October 9th.

12 Q. What year*

A. 1923.

13 Q,. You charge your husband v/ith committing

adultery; do you know anything personally about that?

A. I only know what other people have told me and

what he has told me.



Mary Rochester.

14 Q. Do you mean that you charged him with having

committed adultery.

A. Yes.

15 Q. Did he admit cr deny it?

A. He admitted it.

16 Q,. Is that what caused the separation "between

the parties to this suit?

A. Yes, and he was cruel.

r? Q. Have you lived or cohaMted with him since Oc-

tober 9th., 1923?

A. No s i r .

19 Q. Have you lived or cohaMted with him since

you discovered his adulteries?

A. No s i r .

20 Q. Have you forgiven or condoned his offense in

any way?

A. >To.



GENERAL QUESTION

Do you ^.novj or can you state any other matter

or thing thatiaay "be go the benefit or advantage of the

parties to this siti t, or either of them, or that may "be

material to the subject of this, your examination, or the

mattes in question "between the parties? If so, state

the some fully and at large in your answer*

( ^



Charles I. Forris> a witness of lawful age, pro-

duced on "behalf of the Plaintiff, having "been first duly

sworn, deposeth and saith as follows, that is to say:

Ey the Examiner.

1 Q. State your name residence and occupation?

A. Charles L. Ferris, 1634 Miller Street; porter*

2 Q. Do you knrw the parties to this suit1?

A. Yes.

By Mr. Davis:

1 Q. How long have you known them?

A. About five years.

2 Q,. Are they hus"band and wife?

A. Yes.

3 Q. Did they live together as husband and wife and

were they always knrwn and recognized in the com-

munity in which they lived as husband and wife?

A. Yes.

4 Q. Has the Plaintiff "been a resident of Baltimore

City, State of Maryland, for at least two years prior to

the filing of this suit?

A. Yes.

6 Q. Are there any children as the result of this mar-

riage?

A. Nc.

6 Q,. What was Mrs. Rochester's conduct towards her

husband while living together; how did she treat him?



Charles L. Norris.

A. She was good to 4im.

7 0,. State whether or net she was always a kind,

affectionate and faithful wife?

A. Yes.

8 Q. Are the parties to this suit living together no^?

A. ¥o sir.

9 Q. Which left the ether; did he leave her 0*" did

she leave him*

A. She left him.

10 Q. When?

A. I do not know the date.

11 Q,# About when?

A, it was about six or seven weeks age.

12 Q. Mrs. Rochester's has testified that it was the

9th., October 1923; is that about the time?

A. Yes.

13 Q,. She has also charged her husband with adultery;

do you know anything personally about that?

A. Yes, I do.

15 Q. Tell us what' you know; when i t was and where i t

was and al l about i t .

A. I do know pcsonally that he has gone out

with various individuals and places; of course, I

would net like to say the place.



Charles I. Kbrrls.

16 Q. Pick out one instance and tell us about that

one, and state when and where it was.

A. One instance that I ^remember was during last

February 1923.

1? Q. Where did he go and what did he do.

A. It was out in the southwestern section of

the City.

18 Q. O n what Street.

A. It was on Biddle Street.

19 Q,. Were yru with him?

A. Yes.

20 Q Did ynu enter the house with him.

A. yes.

21 Q,. What did he do in there*

A. He was with a giri; we carried the girls

in there; both of us did.

22 Q,. And what did you do after you entered the

house with the girls?

A. Committed adultery.

23 Q. But, first, I want you to tell us exactly

what you did "before the adultery was committed; in other

words, I want you to tell just exactly what you did after

you entered the house.

A. It was a rooming house and we engaged separate

rooms



Charles L. Forris.

24 Q. And what did you dc after you engaged the

room.

A. We engaged the rooms and then we ;*ent to bed.

25 Q. Did .you see him enter a "bed room with the

girl that he was with.

A.t Yes; I did.

26 Q,. What sort of a roomwwas it; a "bed room, dining

room or kitchen.

A. Bed room.

27 Q,. Did you at any time enter this room which he

occupied with this girl?

A. yeS| I did.

28 Q. When and for what purpose.

A. I went in tc get a drink> and they were

on the bed at the time.

29 Q.. How were they clothed'"

A. They had nothing en but their underelcthing.

30 Q,« And then you left them in there together.

A. Yes.

31 Q. And did you go to your room.

A. Ye3.



Charles L. Morris.

32 Q. Did you close the door of their room when you

left it?

A. I did.

33 Q. Did they lcck it?

A. They did.

34 Q. • And then you went "back to your room, is that true?

A. yes.

35 Q. How long did they remain in that "bed room

together?

A. Prom about eight O'clock u n t i l about fif-

teen minutes of twelve. About three hours and a

half.

37 Q. And then you a l l l e f t t o g e t h e r , did you.

A. y e s .

38 Q. And a f t e r l eav ing the g i r l s f o r the n i g h t did you

have any conve r sa t ion wi th Mr. Rochester?

A. Yes.

38 Q. And in this conversation with him what did

he say with reference to the girl that he had

"been with.

A. He sp oke of the way that he had enjoyed him-

self.

41 Q. In other words, he admitted his adultery to



Charles L. Ferris.

A. yes.

42 Q,. That was the purpose for which you both

went there; is that true?

A. Yes.

41 Q. Wow, Mrs. Rochester has testified that she

left her husband October 9th., 3.923; when did you

make this adultery about which you have testified

known to her; was it before or after the separation?

A. It was after the separation.

45 Q. Has she lived or cohabited with her husband

since you told her of his adultery?

A, She has not.

43 Q,. Has she lived or cohabited with her husband

since the 9th., October 1923?

A. No sir.

47 Q,. Has she forgiven or condoned his effense

in any way*

A. No; she has not.

45 Q,. You have told us about the adultery of the

Defendant,- that is, one act of adultery; I understand

that you can testify to numerous acts of adultery

committed by the Defendant; kiss that true*

A. Yes.

47 And if questioned about them you could t e n us

in de ta i l about i t . could you



11

Charles L. Norrie,

A. Yes.



33a you kmra or can ymi s t a t e any o Saer matter

©r thing feat nss^'be &> f&e benefit or a<Sve^ita^e of the

par t ies to tfiis so.it, or eitaier of th&m9 or thsfe mayt> e

to the subject of gh* s, yemr «sss5isatioii, or

Xn question Tsetsween tliepartieo? I f eo, s ta te

the asiae fuiiy^^satd a t l&rg# in yatxr answer*

X • '
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George Matthews, a witness of lawful age, produced

on "behalf of the Plaintiff, having "been first duly

sworn, deposeth and saith as follows, that is to say:

By the Examiner:

1 Q. State your name residence and cccupation''

A. George Matthews, 829 Ashland Avenue; laboring

wo rk.

2 Q,. Do you know the parties to this suit?

A. Yes.

By Mr Davis:

1 Q,. How long have you known them?

A. About two years.

2 Q,. Are they husband and wife?

A. Yes.

3 Q. Did they l ive together as husband and wife and

were they always known and recognized in the commun-

i ty in which they lived as husband and wife?

A. Yes.

4 Q,. Has she lived in Baltimore City since you have

known her, and the State of Maryland''

A. Yes.

5 Q,. Are there any children as the result of this

marriage?

A. Not that I know of.



14

George Matthews.

6 Q. What was her conduct towards her husband while

living together; how did she treat him?

A. Nicely as far at I know.

7 Q,. State whether or not she was always a kind,

affectionate and faithful wife?

A. YeS| as far as I know.

8 Q. Are the parties to this suit living together npwV

A. No sir.

9 Q. Which left the other; did he leave her or did

she leave him?

A. She left him.

10 Q. When?

A. About six .weeks age , - six or eight weeks ago.

11 Q. She has testified that it was the 9th., Of

October 1923; is that ahout right?

A. Yes.

12 Q,. She has charged her husband with adultery; tell

us what yru know about it?

A. Well, he committed it.

13 Q. When?

A. A "bout September 1923.

14 Q,. How do ycu know t h a t he d i d .



15

George Matthews.

A. I was with him; we were "both together.

15 Q. Where?

A. On St. Mary's S t ree t .

16 Q,. in palt imnre, Maryland?

A. Yes.

17 Q. Did you go into the house together?

A. Yes.

17 Q. What happened after you got intc the house.

A. He v/ent to "bed with some one in there .

18 Q. You say thafbhe v/ent to "bed; with whom did he go

to Toed.

A. He went to Toed with a woman.

20 Q. How do you know that?

A. Because I saw him.

21 Q. Did you see him go into the "bed room with

this woman?

A. Yes.

22 q,. What did he do; did they leave the door open

or closed?

A. No; they fastened the door.

23 Q,. And then where did you go?

A. I went to another "bed room; in the room

nest tc him,

24 Q. How long did he remain in this "bed room

with this woman?



16

George Matthews.

A> About toro or three hours.

25 Q. And did you leave the house together,

A. Yes.

26 Q,. After leaving the women did you ta lk about t h i s

affair?

A. Yes; certainly.

27 .q. And in this onversatinn with him did he say

anything about the woman that he was with.

A. Yes.

28 q. Did he admit his aulteries with this woman

on that occasion to you.

A. Yes.

29 q. And when wa£> this?

A. That was September 1923.

30 q. When did you f i r s t t e l l Mrs. Rochester about i t ;

when did you make this fact f i r s t knownrcto her; before

or after the separation?

A. This i s the f i r s t time that I said anything,

31 Q,. You do not know how Mrs* Rochester found

out that you knew anything, do you''1

A. Mr. Travis came to see me.

32 q. Then you told Mr. Davis, did you«

A. Yes



1?

George Matthews.

33 Q,. He had reason to "believe that you knew some-

thigg about the case, "because you was an associate and

you traveled together; is that true; you were

an associate of Rochester.

A. Yes.

34 Q,. And that is how you come to get into the

case?

A. Yes.

35 Q. Has Mrs. Rochester liveed or coha"bited with

her husband since she discovered this adultery?

A. No sir.

36 Q. Has she lived or cohabited with, him since the

9th., October 1923.

A. Wo sir.

37 Q. Has she forgiven or condoned h i s offense

in any way?

A. "STo s i r .



GENERAL QJUESTICW

7)0 you know o r can you s t a t e any o t h e r m a t t e r

or thing that may hp to th© tfenefit or advantage of the

parties to this suit, or either of them, or that taay be

Eiaterial to the subject of th is , your/ examination, or the

matters in question "between 'the parties? If so, state

the a am© fully and at" l&rgp in your answer.

A. —J



No other witnesses being named or prodo/ced bef-oi/e *ne, I then, at the request

of the Solicitor of the .Z^.&CAA&JU...

closed the depositions taken in said caiWe and now return them closed underbuy

hand and seal, on this *<^r.^?-^T clay oi'.

in the year of Our Lord nineteen hundred and */£4A£r£faJ/j....<r..s&4C<i£<L....3X the

City of Baltimore, in the State of Maryland,

xaminer.

There are...y:.I^M: Exhibits with these depositions, to wit:

Plaintiff's Exhibit ....

Defendant's Exhibit

I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINGTON, the Examiner before whom the fore-

going depositions were taken, do hereby certifyythat I was employed in assigning

a day, and taking the said depositions upon lAJ/D. days,

of which I was employed by the Plaintiff , and on

by the Defendant


