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WILLIAM ROBINSON

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT

vs. . oF

LAURA ROBINSON : BALTIMORE CITY.

T0 THE HONORABLE,THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

Your drator conplaining respectfully represents:
I. That he was married to his wife,Llaura Robinson, on the
I9th day of October,bI9l8 and with whom he residdd until the 4th
dey of July,Io24.
(2) That ever since said marriage, your Orator has behaved
himself as a faithful, chaste and affectionate husband toward
the segid Laure Robinson.
Se That the sald Lsura Robinson has on divers days and
times since sseid marriage, committed the crime of adultery with
divers, lewd and abandoned men, whose hames to your Orator are

unknown, and said offense has not been condoned by your Orator.

4, - Thet there are no children as issue of said marriage.
5. Thet both your Orator and the defendant are citizens
he

|| of the State of Maryland,/having resided in Bsltimore City for
I more than three years prior to the filing of this Bill and the
defendant left for Havre De Grace on or about the 4th day of
July,I924,

6. T0 THE END,THEREFORE:

(a) Thet your Orator may be divorced A Vineulo Matrimonii

from the ssid Lsuras Robinson.

(v) That he may have such other and further relief as his

case may require.



Mgy it please your Honor to grant unto your Orstor
the Writ of Subpoena directed against the said Lsura Robinson,
commanding and requiring her to he and appear in this Court on
gsome day certain to be nsmed therein to answer the premises and
abide by and perform such decree or order as may be passed there-

in.

AND as in duty bound, etc.

-~ N
/

SOLICITORS FOR COMPLAINANT.
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Form 18—5M

EQUITY SUBPOENA
The State of Maryland

@o ..

Laura Robinson

of Baltimore City, Greeting:
WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, That all excuses set aside, you do within the time

limited by law beginning on the second Monday of Januar y next

cause an appearance to be entered for you and your answer to be filed to the complaint of

William Robinson

against you exhibited in the Circuit Court of Baltimore City,

HEREOF fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril.

WITNESS, the Honorable JMS P. GORTER, Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench of
Baltimore City, the 10" day of November 192 4

Issued the 11" day of December , in the year 192

MEMORANDUM: You are required to file your answer or other defense in the Clerk’'s Office,
room 206, in the Court House, Baltimore City, within fifteen days after
return day.

(General Equity Rules 11)







[Decree Pro Confesso]

IN THE
P oo -
Circuit Court
vUs.
or

C&/‘m \ BALTIMORE CITY.
q‘ W’t‘

Term, 1924~

The Defendant having been duly summoned (notified by Order of Publication) to appear to

the Bill of Complaint, and having failed to appear thereto, according to the exigency of the writ,
(said Order).

T It is thereupowis % day ofJ the year nineteen

hundred and twenty ﬂ /(/V*E/ by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, APIUDGED, ORDERED and
DECREED, that the complainant is entitled to relief in the premises, and that the bill of Complaint be and
is hex:eby taken pro confesso against the defendant. But because it doth not certainly appear to what
relie‘fiﬁvle Plaintiff is entitled, it is further Adjudged, and Orderedi that one of the Examiners of this
Court, take testimony to support the allegations of the bill.

MWM«
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N IN THE

Circuit Court

OF

BALTIMORE CITY

%ﬂﬂ/ 2 .Term, 19 2 ‘5’-
7 e

hWed without argument, it is ordered by the Court, this
- day of ; 19% the same be and it is hereby referred to

’VI/(

, Esq.; Auditor and Master, to repoi't the

4 -

pleadings and the fact/ nd his opinion thereon.

gﬂm&%

Report of Audltor and Master

P11l for divorce a vinculo matrimonii filed by the hugband againgt

his. wife_ on._the. ground. Of . adult.ery.. .. .Art icle 16, Sections 326=i1l,

.................. Defendant. summoned and. falls t0o answer.

Plaintiff's residence in Baltimore City. .for more than twa years

rrior.to_the filing. of the.bill broven. . Cause of divorce occurred in

Maryland.

Ihe. .marrlage. provehe... . Adultery proven.

..Recree pro_confesso was passed agalnst the defendant and more than. ..
thirty days have since elapsed.

Cagse.ready.. for.decree...

- LS

April 15,.1925 Aud140r-and. - Master




CIRCUIT COURT

B._sau
1928 No. Docket
.............. WILLTAM ROBINSON. . ... .. ...

VS.

R R L A S A S S N

2
Aerree of Divoree
B No.Li= ____________ , ____________ 4 |
Fubew 16 Afnt 17200 |

The within is a proper decree to be passed
in this case.

PPl i PTZ
/(4/ M

Ay m”(nﬂ Master.




Decree of Divorce

IN THE
e WILLIAM. ROBINSON..ooooooooiommrerecemmencenoons Circuit COUI’t
OF
V8.
BALTIMORE CITY
eememeeas FAURA ROBINSON. s | e Mareh .. . Term, 19..25..

This cause standing ready for hearing and being duly submitted, the proceedings were by the

Coﬁrt read and considered

It is thereupon, thigdl AL/ 77701 2 day of .._........ April = = = = = _, A D..1925,
by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, Adjudged, Ordered and Decreed, that-the said
-'.-.'-..—————WILLIA.MRQBINSON; ........ R -~ “ -----

the above named Complainant be and he is hereby DIVORCED A VINCULO MATRIMONII from the

Defendant, . LA RA .. RODB LN S N e et et ieee et teee oeieeeieeaeeeceeese e mseasasnmeeaeesmmsassesnmmaaasssssmessassnssmsesssssanmmreres
And it is further Ordered, That the said....Complalmant = = = = = = = = = = = = =
pay the cost of this proceeding. ) —

FORM 4—5M—1-1-19.
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-------------------------------------------------------------- In the Civenit Coart

f /(0,4 z : OF BALTIMORE CITY.
R xxnal .. (b L0

of the Standing Examiners of the Circuit Courts of Baltimore City, under and by

virture of an order of the above named Circuit Court, passed in said cause on the

dzy Uf% ...................... 192¢. rifét on

office of

aforesaid, as the time and place for such examination of witnesses in said cause;

at which last mentioned time and plage I attended, due notice of such mgeting

............................... to take the following depositions, that

having been givexy and proceeded in the presence of the Solicitor.........c.......... of the

is to say :—




g/%

WILLIAM ROBINSON
vS.

LAURA ROBINSON.

Testimony taken before me, A. deRussy
Sapvington, one of the standing Examiners of the Supreme
Bench of Baltimore City, at the offices of Mr. J. 8tewart

©

Davis, S8t. Paul Street, Baltimore, Maryland, on March

1}

10, 1925, at 2 o'clock in the afternoon.
Thereupon---
WILLIAM ROBINSON,

the plaintiff, of lawful age, produced on his ovn
behalf, having been first duly sworn according to law,
was examined and testified as follows:

1Q (By the Examiner): Please state wvour
name, residence and occupation?

A William Robinson, Baltimore, Md; I follow

the water,

2Q Do you know the narties to this suit or

either of them?



the défendant.

that you were

that correct?

name .

A

3Q
A

4Q

5Q
A

6Q

A
7Q
A
8Q
A
9Q
A

10Q

Yes, I am the vplaintiff, and my wife is

(By Mr. Davis):  When were you married?

On the 19th of October, 1912.

And where were vou married?

In Baltimore City.

By whom were you married?

A Minister of the Gospel.

In the Bill of Complaint it is stated

married on the 19th of October, 1918.

No. I was married in 1912.
Did vou live with your wife?
Yes, until July 4th, 1924.
Which left the other?
Then she left me.
Where were vou when she left wvou?
In Tapahannock, -Virginia.

"mom did she go away with?

With another man, I forget the fellow's

She went to West Point, Virginia with him.

Is



114

West Point?
A
12
A

130

How did she get from Tapahannock, Virginia to

In an automohile.
Who drove them there?

Randolph.

"Mat was vour conduct towards your wife,

how did you treat her?

179
leave you and
A

she brought a

I couldn't treat her no bepter.

Did you provide for her?

Yes.

Were you kind and affectionate?

Yes, sir.

Were wyou true to her?

Yes, sir, I was.

Did you give her any cause or £eason to
go with this: other man?

No, we went ashore just as pleasant, and

man on board, and took my money and carried

it off, $235.00, and she went off with the other man-

18Q

this man?

When did vou find out she had gone with



A The next morning. She went 12 or 1 o'eclock
that night, and I found it out nine in the next morning.
She said she was going to stay in town, and for me to
call for her in the next morning, and when I did she had
gone. It was on the 4th of July, 1924.

19Q Any children as a result of this marriage?

A No, sir.

20Q llave you been a resident of the state of
Marvland for more than two vears prior to the time this
case started?

A All my 1lite.

21Q And vour wife is a resident of the State

{

of Maryland, and has been for more than two vears?

A Yes. ©She is now residing in Havre de Grace,
Marvland.
22Q Have you ever seen your wife with any

men acting in a way that a married woman should not?

A Yes, sir.
23Q What did wvou see her do?
A I saw a man loving and kissing her.

24Q Where was that?



A Right aboard my boat.

25Q Tho was this man?

A A fellow named Ned Jones.

26Q Since vyour wife left you on the 4th of
July, have you discovered from other persons that she
has committed adultery with other men?

A Yes, here in Baltimore City, but'Il don't
know nothing of it myself. My witnesses know that.

27Q Did vou ever see her kissing a man
when you were about to board the boat in Baltimore City?

A Yes, she was kissing a manj; this fellow
named Ned Jones. I saw her sitting on his lap and
kissing him. She was sitting on a man's knee in

Spring Street, and I saw her.



GENERAL QUESTION

Do you know or can you state any other matter
or thing that may be to the benefit or advantage of the
parties to this suit, or either of them, or that may be
material to the subjectof this, your examination, or the
mattets in question between the parties? }f so, state

the same fully and at large in your answere

Ae=-= C?/Ld



Thereupon---
SYLVESTER QUARRELS,

a witness of lawful age, produced on behalf of the
plaintiff, having been first duly sworn according to
law, was examined and testified as follows:

1Q (By the Examiner): Please state your
name, residence and occuvnation?

A Svlvester Quarrels, 510 Spring Street;

shore work.

2Q Do wyvou know the parties to this <uit or

either of them?

A Yes, sir.

3Q (By Mr. Davis): Are thev man and wife?
A Yes, sir.

40 Did they live together as man and wife?
A Yes, thev were man and wife.

518} He held her out as his wife, and she held

him out as her husband?
A Yes, sir.
66 What was Mr. Robinson's conduct towards

his wife®?



A As far as I know, he worked hard, and

supported her and treated her all right.

7Q Did she have to work?

A Didn't do a thing, but stay on the boat.
8Q Was he kind and affectionate to her?

A Yes, sir.

1) Did he give her any cauge'or reason to

commit the crime of adultery?

A No, sir.

1080 He alleges she has committed adultery,
from information received from vou, after she left him.

What do wvou know about that?

A I know, around these sporting vlaces.
11Q Yhere are these places?
A

Down in East Baltimore, on the 200 block

of Spring Street.

12Q Have wvou ever seen her in a house on
the 200 block of Spring Street?

A Yes, sir.

139 ‘ "/hat was she doing in that house?

A Cutting up and drinking.



14Q Were there any men in there?

A Yes, drinking and loving the women.

15Q When was that?

A That was over a year ago now.

16Q Was it before or after the 4th of July?
A Ch, ves, before; over a year.

174 Where was Mr. Robinson at that time?

A He was away on the water.

18Q After they got through drinking, what d4did

they do at this house?

A Thev went upstalrs in the house.
19Q Did she go upstairs with a man?
A Yes, sir.

20Q How long did they stay?

A It was about, to my judgment, about an

hour oOr so.

21Q "Mat can vou do upstairs at this house?
A You can rent a room and get beds.

220 That is the reputation of that house?

A It is a house where you can rent a room

and go to bed with a woman.



10

23Q How often have vou seen her at this or
any other house?
A I have seen her around lots of different
places, drinking and sometimes her husband would come
~and would be looking for her, and she would be around
drinking and having a good time with men.
24Q How manyv times have vou see her at houses

) . . ‘0
and seen her go upstairs with a man’

A Several different times. I do not know
exactlv.

25Q With the same man?

A No, different fellows.

260 After the sevaration, did vou tel; Mr.

Robinson about it?

A Yes, I told him. She was not acting right.

A man and a wife they were, and she was not acting right.

27Q How did you happen to be in these houses?

A I was there drinking. I drank very hard

at one time. 1 used to go to them places and go

upstairs, and have a little fun, and go on about my

business.



11

28Q Has Mr. Robinson been a resident of the
State of Marvland for more than two yvears nrior to the
time this case started?

A Yes, he has been a resident of the State

of Marvland all his 1life. He goes to sea. He follows

the water.

299 " And Mrs. Robinson, do you know where her
home is?

A In Havre de Grace, Maryland.

300 Any children as result of this marriage?

A No, sir.

-—— -



GIENER AL QUESTION

Do you know or can you stale sny other natter
or thing that may de to the benfit or advantase of the
parties to this suit, or either of them, or that mayde
material to the subject of thig, your examination, or the
matters in question Belween the partioa? }f &, 3tate

the same fully and at large in your anawers

Moo @UM/MMM %@
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Thereupon---
CHARLES KING,

a witness of lawful age, produced on behalf of the
plaintiff, having been first duly sworn according to
law, was examined and testified as follows:

10 (Bv the Examiner): Please state vour
‘name, residence and occuvation?

A Charles King, 504 South Spring Street,
long shoreman.

2Q Do wvou know the narties to this suilt or

either of them?

A Yes, both of them.

3Q (Bv Mr. Davis): Were thev man and wife?
A Yes, sir.

40 Did they live together as man and wife?

A Yes, ahoard the boat.

50 Theyv were considered bv the community as

man and wife?
A Yes, thev were.

6Q There was a separation, now, which left the

other?
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A She left him on the 4th of July, 1924.
70 What was his conduct towards his wife?
A Nothing I could see was inferior. He

treated her all right. He supported her and was alwavs

kind and affectionate.

8Q Did she have to work?

A No, sir, just domestic duties, and not much
of that.

90 Did he give her cause or reason to commit

thecrime of adulterv?

A No, sir.

10Q He states in »is testimony that after she
left him, vou told him of some of her actions?

A Yes. I seen her in the underworld sections,
around the 400 and 500 block of Spring Street, and in the
houses where anv man's wife can rent a bed. She was
drinking and dancing, and finally they would disavrear
and g6 upstairs, her and a man, vou understand, but I
coudd not tell vou what she done when she got upstairs.

She went upstairs with the man.

11Q What can you do upstairs in these houses?



A

120
the 400 block

A
liquor.

13Q

14¢

150,

A
different men

leQ

men?

17q

A

Any kind of immoral purposes.

What 1s the reputation of this house in
of Spring Street?

A bed house, and a place where theyv sell

Were wou there youself?

I have been there, yes.

Do ybu know who these men were?

No, I don't know him by name.

Was it generally the same man?

No, different men. I seen her with two

in that house.

How long would she stayv upstairs with the

About an hour-and a half, or longer.
What was her condition as to sobriety?

Half drunk sometimes, and sometimes just

sober enough to know what she was doing, in this house.

I have been gambling there and saw her. You can do any-

thing there.

18Q

After the sevaration on the 4th of July,

1924, did vou tell Mr. Robinson about these things?

14



A

15

I did, ves. What a pity it was for a

man to be struggling on the hard ocean like he did, and

then to be bit in the back.

19Q

Has Mr. Robinson been a resident of the

State of Maryland for more than two years prior to the

time this case started?

A

20Q -

A
Marvland.

21Q
marriage?

A

I knew him here over three vears ago.
And Mrs. Robinson, where does she live?
He told me her home is in Havre de Grace,

Any children as a result of this

No, thev have no children.



GEMERAL QUE3TION

Do you knaow or can you state any other retter
or thing that may be to the benefit or advantage of the
parties to this smi¢, or either of then, or ﬁhat\méy he
material to the subjeotof this, your examination, or the
rattets in guestion betwean the parties? }f sn, stnte

the same fuliy and ot large in your answer,

Aewes @’L@
¥ o
( ‘ W7



No other witnesses being named or produced before me, I then, at the request

of the SolicitOr....cccovereeecne of the........ 7. e I
closed the depositions taken in said cause and now re them closed undeg Ay
hand and seal, on this ..o MR . day of%ﬁ
in the year of Our Lord nineteen hundred and. AL CLALM/ = AAns A at the
City of Baltimore, in the State of Maryland.

#?zz.. (SEAL).

aminer.

There are....m_'. .............................................. Exhibits with these depositions, to wit:
Plaintiff’s......cn.. EXRIDI oo

I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINGTON, the Examiner before whom the fore-
going depositions were taken, do hereby certify that I was employed in assigning
a day, and taking the said depositions upon...... &2 . days, on. 47T .. ............

of which I was employed by the Plaintiff...._._._.... , and On............ CrXUERL,.. ...
by the Defendant...................




