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JOHN PIATER : IN THE
Vs : CIRCUIT COURT

CLARA E. PLATER : OF BALTIMORE CITY

T0 THE HONCRABLE, THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:-
YOUR CRATOR COMPIAINING SAYS:~

1. That he was married to the defendant, Clara E. Plater, in the
City of Baltimors, étate of Maryland, on the 3rd, day of May 1888, by the
Reverened Charles G. Key, a duly ordained minister of the Cospel, and lived
together thereafter until about the month of/_;faéézz;?7Zé;4 1903.

2. That one child is living as a result of said marriage, visz:
Irwin Plater, aged 27 years.

3. That your Orator hag been a resident of Baltimore City, State
of Maryland for more than two years pripr to the filing of this his Bill
of Complaint, and is still a resident of Bgltimore City aforesaid.

4. That the conduct of your Orator toward his said wife hés always
been kind, affectionate and above reproach.

5. That the said defendant, Clara E. Plater, without any just cause
of reason deserted and abandoned your Orator in the month og,<}%?9é§z@4{21¢
1903, and that said abandomment has continued uninterruptedly for more than
three years prior to the filing of this Bill of Complaint, is deliberate
and final, and the seperation of the parties is beyond any reasonable hope
of expectation of a reconelliation.

6. That the defendant, Clara E. Plater is a non-resident of the
State of Maryland and when last heard of was living at 364f Filbert St.

. Philadelphia, Pa.

To The End Therefore,

That your Orator, John Plater, may be divorced a vinculo matrimonii
from the defendant, Clsra E. Plater.

And for such other and further relief as the nature of his case

may reguire in the premises.



May it please Your Honor to grant unto your Orator the order of
publication directed against the said absent defendant, Clara E. Plater,
giving her notice of the object and substance of this Bill of Complaint,
and warning her to be and appear in thls Honorable Court, either in person
or by solicitor, on or before some certain day to be named therein to show

cause, 1f any she may have, why the relief prayed for should not be granted

as nrayed.

And as in duty bound, etc.

Solicitor for Complainant.

Complainant.
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JOHN PIATER - : . - IN THE
Vs E CIRCUIT COURT

CILARA B. PIATER : OF BALTIMORE CITY

CRDER OF PUBLICATION

The object of this suit is to procure a divorce a vinculo matrimonii
by the plaintiff, John Plater, from the defendant, Clara E. Plater.

The Bill of Complaint recites that the parties were married in the
City of Baltimore, State of Maryland on the 3rd, day of May, 1888, by the
Reverened Cﬁarles G. Key, a duly ordained minister of'thé Gospel, and
lived together thereafter until about the month 02_4/%%522;77Z2¢4 1903.

That one child is liwving as a resiilt of said marriage, viz: Irwin
Plater, aged 27 years-

That the plaintiff has been a resident of the City of Baltimore, Stéte
of Maryland for more than @wo years mrior to the filing of his Bill of
Complaint, and is still a resident of Baltimore City aforesaid.

That the conduct of the plaintiff towards his said wife has always
been kind, affectionate and above reproach. |

That the defendant without any just cause or reason deserted and
abandoned the said plaintiff in the month og_J/7 , 1903, and that
said abandormment has continued for more than three years, i§ deliberate
and final, and the seperation of the parties is beyond any resonable hope
or expectation of a reconciliation.

That the defendant, Clara L. Plater is a non-resident of the 3tate of
Maryland, and when last peard of was living at 3646’Filbert St. W. Philadel=-
éhia, Pa. |

It is thereupon ordered by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, this

/‘ day of October, 1919, that the plaintiff, by causing a copy of
this order to.be inserted in some daily newspaper published in Baltimore

City once a week for four successive weeks before the //;27 day of

November, 1919, give notice to the said absent defendant, Clara E. Plater



of the object and substance of this bill, warning her to be and appear

in this Honorgble Court,/in person or by solicitor, on or before the
zé/i day of er 1919, to show cause, if any she has, why a

decree ought not to be passed as prayed.

é(,lmw P Iorom
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Tourth Insertion.

Howard D O’Neill Solicitor,
139 61 Calvert Bullding
IN 1HE CIRCUIT COURT OF BALTI-
MORE CIi%—%I}%—;GSS—IBID)—John Plat-
cl 8 lnia B DPlater
ORDCR OI' PURLICATION
The object of this suit is to procure a
divorce a vinculo matrimonit by the plain
tiff, Tohn Plater, from the defendant Clara
I Plater
The bill of ecomplaint recites that the
parties were mairicd.in the City of Balti
moie, State of Mariland on the 3rd dav
of May, 1888, by the Reverend Charles
G Key, n duly vurdained mtnister of the
Gospel, and lived together thereafter untii
about the month of September, 1903
"Lhat onk child 18 Myving as a result of
sald maitiage, viz Tiwin Plater, aged 27

enrs

5 That the plaintiff has been a resident of
the City of Baltimore, State of Maryland,
for more than two vears prior to the filing

wrs OIT 60 compunny  dnd 18 st a

resident of Baltimore Citv foresald

That the conduct of the phintiff towards
his said wife has 1lw i1vs been kind, affec
tionate and above 1eproach

1hat the defendant without anvy just
cause or reason deserted and abandoned
the sald plaintiff in the month of Septem
ber, 1903, 1nd thit siid abandonment has
continued for more than three years, is
deliberate and final, and the sepaiation of
the parties is beyond anv reasonable hope
or eipcctation of a reconriliation

That the defendant Clira I. Plater, is
a non resident of the State of Maryland
and when last heard of was living at
1618 Tilbert street, West Philadelphia, Pa

It Is thereupon ordered by the Clircut*
Court of Baltimore Citv, this 17th day of
October, 1919 that the plaintiff, by ecaus-
fng a copv of this order to be inserted in
some dally newspaper published in Balti
more City once a week for four successive
weeks, before the 17th day of November,
1919 give notlee to the =<1id absent de-
fendant Clata I Plater, of the object and
substance of this bill warning her to b-
and appear in this Honorable Court, in
person ot by «ollcitor on or before the
4th dav of December 1919 to show cause,
if anv she has whv a decree ought not to
Lbe passed as prajyed

. JAMLS P GORTER

True copy—Test

ox CHAS R WHITLT'ORD,
018 25n1 8 Clerk

ment of Order

NOV 8 --1919

Baltimore, , 191

‘We herghy certify that the annexed advertise-
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[Decree Pro Confesso.]

y % ?M Circuit Court

OF

BALTIMORE CITY.

Term, 191

The Defendant having been duly svmmmoned tnotified by Order of Publication} to appear to
the Bill of Complaint, and having failed to appear thereto, according to the exigency of threswrlt,
%said Order¥

)

hundred and W/(/ZL by the Circuit Court 61 Baltimore City, ADJUDGED, ORDERED and
DECREED, that the compldlnant is entitled to relief in the premises, and that the bill of Complaint be and
is hereby taken pro confesso against said defendant. But because it doth not certainly appear to what
relief the Plaintiff is entitled, it is further Adjudged, and Ordered, that one of the Examiners of this
Court, take testimony to support the allegations of the bill.

STATE OF MARYLAND,

BALTIMORE CITY, Sct :
I hereby certify that on this M day of il 192 ¢.

before me, the subscri my Public, of the State of Marylan ;7 in and for the City aforesaid,
personally appeared _>and made oath
in"du€ form of 1aw thit ker {hisy Busband fWwife) the defendant in the above entitled case 'is’ not in the
Military or Naval service of the Urited States Government, to the best of ker this} knowledge, informa-
tion and belief.

As Witness my hand and Notarial Seal. M 61%

Notary Public.

It is thereupon this day of in the year nineteen .
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\\ IN THE
Circuit Court
Us. : OF
O-&,./K Q L A sy BALTIMORE CITY
v.%?'m, 79 20

Mr. WHITEFORD, Clerk.

Enter my appearance for L%g%%
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Circuit Court

Q@m\f‘“ V0atsy >

BALTIMORE CITY

&I\ Q Term, 1923
I'4

This caying submitted, without argument, it is ordered by the Court, this 2
M/ A , 19 2o , that the same Lo and it is hereby referred to.

/
/%4/{ g " /é”/} , Esq., Auditor and Master, to report the

day of

pleadings and the facts, and his opinion thereon.

Report of Auditor and Master

non-regidence pProven.

Plaintiff's residence in Baltimore City for more than .

~

.......... irreconcilability of the parties proven.

A decree pro_confesso was passed against . the defendant.

Cage ready for decree.

. A MM BN WA SAA' R~ 'u's'w@ﬁua%/

Auditor &and Imstere.

Fee $9 paid. ' September 29th, 1920, v




T ——— -

CIRCUIT COURT

VS.

.......... CLARAEELA,’IER }

Aerree of Divorre

The within is a proper decree to be passed
in this case.

Auditor and Master.




Decree of Divorce

IN THE
------------------- JOHM. PTATER v Circuit Court
OF
VS,
BALTIMORE CITY
eeeeeeeeennenn OTARA Ba PTATER s ] o) Term, 19.20..

This cause standing ready for hearing and being duly submitted, the proceedings were by the

Court read and considered.

It is thereupon, this._
by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, Adjudged, Ordered and Decreed, that the said- - - - - -

John Plater - - - = - = - = = = - T T TTT T T TTT Do T ToooorC

-

the above named Complainant be and  he is hereby DIVORCED A VINCULO MATRIMONII from the
Defendant, the. 88108 C1BT A Ba PaBbO e

e e e e e e e eeeeeme o M- m - eeesi- S4eeateeae-seaaeamesanseeeaesmse—caMmcaceemece-essememermsmessamssasmsessmeseessesesseemsEeeeemesmemmsassesc=eseveetcmssessessessaavane

And it is further Ordered, That the said...complaing st =% . = - = . = = = = = = = =
pay the cost of this proceeding.

FORM 4—p5M—1-1-19.
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In the Cirenit Court

OF BALTIMORE CITY.

and notice having been given me by the Solicitor for the T24RALLALCAL

of a desire to take testimony in the same, I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINGTON, one
of the Standing Examiners of the Circuit Courts of Baltimore City, under and by

virtue of an order of the above named Circuit Court, passed in said cause on the
\
{/

hundred and—eALdblAlAls . at my office, in the City of Baltimore, in the State

of Maryland, and assigned the....... SF DIt ...

L 1) ‘
in the same year at...... %ﬂm ..................

office of% ....... AP e in the City and State

aforesaid, as the time and place for such examination of witnesses in said cause;

at'which last mentioned time and place I attended, due notice of such meeting

1s to say:—r
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John Plater,

Ve

Clara B. Plater.

Testimony taken at the office of Mr. Davis, 2 Bast

Lexington Street, Baltimore, Maryland, August &

1920, at 4 O'clock P. M.

JOHN PLATIR, the Plaintiff in this case,

produced on his own behalf, having been first duly sworn,

deposeth and saith as follows, that is to say:

1 Q.
A.
2 Q.
A.

dant.

BY THE EXAMINER:
State your name residence and cccupation?
John Plater, 1407 Etting Street; porter.
Do you know the parties to this suit?

I an the Plaintiff and my wife is the Defen=

BY MR. DAVIS:
When were you married?
May 3rd., 1888.
By whom?
The Reverend Mr. Xeys.
A Minister of the Gospel?
Yes.

Are you and your wife living together

Fo; she left me.
When?



A.
6 Q.
A.
7 Qe

John Plater.
September 1903.
Are you a resident of Baltimore?
Yes.

Tow long have you been a regident of Baltimore

City, State of Maryland?

A.
8 Q.

Forty years.

At the time of the filing of this suit was your

wife a resident nr a non-resident cf the State of Mary=-

land”
A,
9 Q.
suit?
A,
10 q.
A,

11 Q.

¥on-~resident.

She living where at the time you filed this

Pniladelphia.
What was your conduct towards your wife?
I worked and supported her.

You worked and supported her, and were you

kind and affectionate.

A.
12 q.
A,
13 Q.
A.
13 Q.
A.
14 Q.

Yes.

And a good husband?

Yes.

Did ghehave to work?

Yo sir.

What sort of work were you doing at the time?
Tolchester Steamboat Company.

Waiteg?



John Plater.

A, Waiter,

15 Q. VWhat sort of werk were you doing at the time she
left you?

A, Porter on the F. and O.

16 Q. State the circunstances of her abandonment of
you?

A. I was railroading, and when I came back to
Baltimore she was gone, you know, and I did not know
where she was, and I did not hear any more from “her
until two years after that, and then I heard that she was
in New York.

17 q. Have you ever seen her since then?

A. I have geen her sevéral times since then.

18 Q. Has she ever intimated that she intended to
return to live with you.

A. Yo sir; one time I met her in Wew York
and I asked her to come back, and she said that she was
getting along all right and was not gofng to live with ne.
19 q. She said that she was Eketting along all right and
was not going to live with you?

A. Yes.

20 Q. And that was geptember 1903.
A. Yes; that is when she left me/ but she told me

that afterwards.



John Plater.

21 q. Yas this abandenmenti centinued uninterruptedly
since September 19037

A. Yes.
22 Q. Is there any chance c¢f ycur making up; is there
any hope of a reconciliation?

A. Vo sir; none &t all,
23 Q. Have you everlived with your wife or cohabited
with her since she left you?

A, No sir.
24 Q. There is one child born as the result of this
marriage?

A. Yes; two children; the girl is dead.
25 Q. There is one ckild living?

CA. Yes; one child living.

26 Q. What is his nawe?

A. Irving.
27 Q. Tow o01d?

A. Twenty-seven years old.
28 Q. Where were you living in May when she left
you?

A. On Carey Street.
29 Q. What number?

A. 765, I think it was.
30 q. 8tate whether or nct your wife's abandonment of

you wag deliberate and final.



Jehn Plater.
A. ¥es.
31 Q. Have you heen a resident c¢f Baltimore 0Oity,
gtate of Maryland, for at least two years prior tc the
£iling of this suit?

A. Yes.



GENERAL QUESTION

Do you know or can you gtate any other matter
or thig that may be to the benefit or advantage of the
parties to this suit, or elther of them, or thot may be
material to the subject of this, your exemination, or the
matters in question between the parties? 71f so, s tate
the same fully an ’t large in y ur answer,

Aywom

0
N e L



LOUIS GRINNELLY, a witness of lawful age, produced
on behglf of the Plaintiff, having been first duly sworn,
depnseth and saith as follews, that is to say:

BY TrRL DXAMINER:

1 Q. State your name residence and occupation?

A. Louigs Grinnelly, 340 Camel Street; waiter.
2 Q. Do ycu know the partieg to this suit?

A. Yes.

BY MR, T AVIS:

1 Q. Do you know whether or not they were married?

A, They were lawfully married.
2 Q. Did yru ever vigit them at their home?

A, I d4iqg.
3 Q. Were they living together as husband and wife?

A, Yes; they were living together as husband
and wife?
4 q. And reputed in the neighborhood and the community
in which they lived as husband and wife?

A, Yes.
% Q. Did they hold each other out as husband and wife?

A. Yes.
6 Q. Do you know whether cr not M¥r. Plater $sa resident
of the City of Baltimcre, gtate of Maryland, and has been
for nore than two years prior to Octeber a7th., 19197

A. Why, he has been in Baltimore his entire life.



Lou%s Grennelly.
7 Q. Do you know whether cr not the Defendant was a
resident or a non-resident ¢f the State of Maryland on
October 7th,, 19197
A, She was & non-resident,
8 Q. Where was ghe to yocur knowledge at that time?
A. I final¥y learned that she was in Philadelphia;
that was the last,
9 Q. When last heard of she was in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania.
A. Yes.
10 Q. What was the cenduct of Mr. Plater towards
his wife.
A. I always found him moral.
11 Q. Yag he a gonod, kind and affecticnate husbhand.
A, ¥e always seemed to be a kind, gocd and affec-
tionate husghand.
12 Q. You visited the house often?
A. Yes; I knew them very well.
13 Q. Did he provide for hig wife?
A. Yes.
14 Q. Did she do any work,
A. I never knew her tc dc¢ anything except her
houschold duties.

15 Q. Did he s#ive her any cause or reason to



L. Grinnelly,
desert him?

A, Yo sir.

16 Q. They separated; and which left the other?

A, Hig wife left him.

17 Q. Left him in the house?
A, Yes.
18 Q. State how you know that?

A Well, because Plater being at his occupation
and on duty and wheh he returned he found hig wife was
gone, and conscquently she could not be living with him.
19 Q. Did you visit the house frequently before
September 19037

A. I visited him mostly up until the time that
he dispesed of his house.

20 Q. But before geptermber 1903 did you go to the
house often,

A. I went to the house ever since they were mare-
ried.

21 Q. They were living together as husband and wife then
were they not?

A, Yes.

22 Q. Did you go to the house after geptember
1903%



10

L, Grinnelly,

A. Yes; that ig hoew I come to find out the
details.
23 Q. Was she there.

A No; she was gone.
24 Q. What did Mr. Plater do?

A, He kept the hcuse for a while.
25 Q. ‘ Did he tell you that she had left him?

A. Yes.
26 Q. What did he tell you?

A. That his wife had gone.
27 q. How long did Mf. Plater continue to live
in that house in whick his wife deserted him after
the desertion?

A. Well, about three or four weeks.
29 Q. Did ghe return in that time.

A. No sir.
30 Q. Has she ever returned to him.

A, No gir.
31 Q. Are there any children living as the
result of this marriage?

A. Yes; he had one son end he is living.
32 Q. He is grown?

A, Yes.



11

L, Grinelly.

33 Q. He is twenty-geven years old now.

A, Yes; he is a ran now.
34 Q. Has the Plaintiff lived or cohabited with
his wife since sgshe left him?

A. Yo, I know that because he is close
enough to me to tell such things as that.
35 Q. Is there any hope of a reconciliation between
then?

A. No sir.
38 Q. Mas this abandomment and desertion ¢f the
Plaintiff by the Defendant continued uninterruptedly
for at least three years prior to the filing of this
suit?

A. Yes.
38 Q. And was her desertion, her ocwn delibherate
and final act?

A. Yes; it was her cwn act.
39 Q. State whether er not there is any reasonable
expectation of g reconciliation; do you ever expect them
to nake up and live tcgether again?

A. No.
40 Q. Is she g resident ¢f a non-resident of the

State of Marylad?



12

L, Grinnelly,
A. Non-regident.
41 Q. Os what state is she a regident.

A. She is in wew York now.



GENERAL QUESTION

Do you know or can you state any other matter
or thig that may be to the benefit or advantage of the
parties to this suit, or either of them, or that may be
material to the subject of this, your examination, or the
matters in question between the parties? ;f 8o, 8 tate

the same fully and at large in y ur answer,

\/owu(z (?, <ém&% 74

A. - e ue
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JAMES DIGCGS, a witness of lawful age, preduced
on behalf of the Plaintiff, having been first duly
sworn, deposeth and saith as fellews, that is to say:

BRY Ti% LXAKIVER:
1 Q. State your name residenfe and cccupaticn?
A. Janes Digegs, 1028 McCulloh Street; wailter.
2 Q Do you know the parties to this suit?
A. I do, sir.
BY MR. DAVIS:
1l4q. Do you know that they are hushand and wife?
A. Yes.
2 Q. Did you visit the house when they lived
tcgether as hushand and wife?
A. Yese.
3 Q. Was their reputation in the community that
of husband and wife?
A. Yes.
5 Q. And they held each ather out as hushand and wife?
A Yes.
6 Q. Do you k now whether or not M¥r. Plater has
been a resident of Baltimore City, State of Maryland,
for at least two years pricr to the filing of this Bill

of Complaint.



15

Jameg Digsgs.
A. Yes.
7 Q. How long has he been living here?
A. I have been knowing him thirty years.
8 q. And he has lived here all that time?
A. Yes.
9 Q. Do you know vhether the Defendant was a resident
or a non-regident of the State of Maryland at the time
this suit was filed?
A. She was a non-resident.
10 Q. Where was she to your knowledge”
A. In Philadelphia, I heard.
11 Q. What was the conduct of Mr. Platertowards
his wife? .
A. Hig conduct was good; & good husgband.
12 Q. A good hushand.
A. Yes; a faithful husghand.
13 Q. Did he previde fcr his wife?
A. Yeg.
13 Q. And'was his conduct kind, affectionate and
abore reproach?
A. -Yesg.
15 Q. Did she have to work?

A. ¥Yo.



16

Jarmes Diggs.

16 Q. Did he give his wife any cause or reason to
abandon and degert him?

A. Yo sir.
17 Q. Now, they separated, did theynot.

A. Yes.
18 Q. VWhich left the other?

A. She left him,
19 Q. Vhen?

A, 1903.

20 q. Did yeu visit the house frequently before she

A. Yes.

21 Q. Vere they living together as hugband and wife

A, Yes.

22 Q. Where?
A, On Carey Street.

23 Q. Did you visit the house after she left?
A. Yo sir.

24 Q. Tave you ever seen her with Mr. Plater since

A. No sir.



17

James Diggs.

25 Q. How do you knew that she left him.

A, John and I worked together on steamboats, and
I used to go frequently inte his house,- sometimes
two and three times a week, and I went to his house,
and he was telling me that his wife was gone,
and I askedhim where his wife was gone, and he
sald that he did not know where ghe was, and I have
not seen her gince.
26 Q. Has this ahandonment continued uninterruptedly
for more than three years prier to Octobver &7th., 19197

A. Yes.
27 Q. For more than' three years pricr to the fil-
ing of this suit?

A, Yes.
28 q. Was the desertion her own deliberate and final
act?

A, Yese.
29 Q. Is there any hope of & reconciliation?

A. No sgir.
30 q. Tas the Plaintiff ever lived or cohabited with
his wife since the desertion?

A, Yo sir.
30 Q. There is one child born as the resultcof this

marriage?



18

James Diges.

A. Yes.
31 Q. Living and twenty-seven years old.

A. Yes.
31 Q. Outside of what you have already testified
to with regard to the fact that she abandoned and
deserted her hushand, will you state whether or not
it is a general known and well known fact
amony their relatives end friends that know them that
she did actually abandon and desert her husband?

A. Yes; it is.



GENERAL QUEBTION

Do you know or ocan you stete any other matior
or thing that mey be ¢o the benefit or ndvantaoge 6f tho
partios o this suit, or either of themy nr thad myy be
materinl to the svwbject of thig, yrur exmminztiion, or tho
natters in question between tho parties? £ a0, stalo
the somo £uily 9&% 10736 4n your enguers

e

Doneon



No othei witnesses beingw{
of the Solicitor...ccoeenurureee of theseZ 7 Cot XA =%

closed the depositions taken in said cause and

hand and seal, on thls/ﬂ-—- ................... day 0T
in the year of Our Lord nineteen hundred and.....c<?
City of Baltimore, in the State of Maﬁ
Al ] N2 RVl fly ... (SEAL).

Examiner.

T here are et Exhibits with these depositions, to wit:

Plaintiff’soo.... O N S

I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINGTON, the Examiner before whom the fore-
going depositions were taken, do hereby certity that I was employed in assigning
a day, and taking the said depositions upon

of which I was employed by the Plaintiff......cooeoeeee.

by the Defendant.....ccccoeccace, @
Fh




