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IN THE CIRCUIT CTURT %
(

BALTIMORE CITY.

4 o
| VIRGINIA PERSON (

i i ‘

! VS,

HOWARD FPERSON

| ‘5/¥erE%Z£ZZZzVL£(Z/CZLVE,{

BILL OF COMPLAINT.

Mr. Clerk:

4
o ;
Please file, etc. - g
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Virginia Person
o IN THE CIRCUIT CWRT CF
s 3%
BALTIM ORE CITY,
Howard Person 3
TO THE HONORABLE, THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:
Your Oratrix comploining says:
FIRST: |

That on the 29th day of April, 1919, she was mer-
ried to her husbaﬁd, Howard FPerson, with whom whe resided
in the City of Baltimore, since the date of said marriage
until December 1st, 1920.

SECOND:

That your Oratrix has been 2 résident of the City
of Baltimore, in the State of~hafyland, for more than two
years immedictely preceding the filing of this, her Bill
of Cpmplaint. |

THIRD:

That there are no children born ag issue of said
~merriage.

FOURTH:

That though the cénduct of your Oratrix towards her
husbahd,‘the sald Howard Person has always been kind; chasde
and above reproach, the said defendant, Howard Person has
. Wwithout &hy just céuse or- reason repeatedlylbeat, abused
and ill-treated her, thereby causing hér to leave him on or

about the lst day of December, 1920.
| FIF TH:

That the defendant failed to support your Oratrix
dufing the gréater portion of their.married‘life and foiled
to contribute toward her support. |

SDXTH:

That the said defendant is employed as a riveter and earns
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about forty dollars (%¥40.00) per week.
SEVENTH: ‘

That your Oratrix is in destitute}ciroumsﬁances
and has no means of support.

To the .end therefore:

(8) That your Oratrix may be divorced o menso et
thoro from the deféndant, the said Howard Person.

(b) That the defendant may be required to pay
unto youf Oratrix a reasonable sum of money for the support
of herself daring the prosecution of this suit ond such a
sum as this Honorable Court may deem rensonable to her
counsel for the purpose of prosecuting this suit and to de-
fray the necessary costs and expenses.

(¢) That the defendant may be required to pay unto
your Oratrix as permonent slimony a feasonable gum of money
for her support. _ i

(d) That your Oratrix may have such other and further
relief as her case may require.

May it pleaée Ymir Honor to grant unto your Oratrix the
write of subpoena commanding the said Howard Person to be and
appear in this Honofable Court on some certain day to be
named therein, either in e rson or by solicitor, to answer
the premises and to show cause if any*he mdy‘have vhy the
rel ief sought should not be granted as pwayed.

And as in duty bound, etc.

MQ,&W

Sollcltor for. Complainont.

VM\W

mpleinaent,




Baltimore City, State of Marylend, To Wit: ’

I hereby certify that on this%ay of December, 1920,
before me, the subscriber, A Justice of the Peace, of the
State of Marylend, in ond for Baltimore City, personally
appearedAVirginia Person and made oath in due form of law
that the matters and focts as set fémth are true to the best
of her knowledge and belief.

Witness my hand and seal:

* PT a0t et e seda SEAL)
JASTICE OF THy PEACEER

v
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Form 18—5M

EQUITY SUBPOENA

. The State of Maryland
@o

Wopasd Gorsens

[y
h

| of Baltimore City, Greeting:
WE COMMAND AND EN]OIN YOU, that all excuses set aside, you be in your

person before the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, at the Court House in said City, on the

second Monday of%W 1920 , to answer the complaint of

—-against- you in said Court -exhibited.
HEREOF fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril:

WITNESS, the honorable MORRIS A. SOEEE, Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench.

of Baltimore City, the (( 15y 0 WQMQZ d
Issued the é ‘day of W in the year 192 0
55 "~ Clerk.

“Personal attendance in Court on the day named in the above writ is not required;
but unless within fifteen (15) days after the return day, legal defense is made in the
above mentioned suit'a-Judgment by default may be entered against you.”

Notice to the person summoned:
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IN THE

CIRCUIT COURT

OF

BALTIMORE CITY

ORDERED BY

that the defendant

pdy to the plaintiff. .

day of

as alimM%s cause to the contrary be shown on or betore the L T
day of 192 D,s provided a copy of this Order be served on the said defendant

TRUE COPY—TEST:

O . - T — s n m—— s ot aae - R,

s
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The Daily Record Co. Print, Baltimore, Md.




Virginia Person
IN T™E CIRCUIT COURT &

VSQ
BALTIMORE CITY.

Howard Person ‘ 3 :
TO THE HONORABLE, THE JUDGE OF SAID CCURT:

The petition:i- of Virginia Person in the above en-
titled cause respectfully shpws+ =

' 1-  That heretofore, to wit, on or about the 6th

day of December, 1920, she filed in this Honorable Court

a Bill of Compleint asking for 'a divorce a mensa et thoro.

8.  Thet since filing said Bill of Complaint, your
petitioner has obtained knowledge of certain facts that

she believes entitles her to a divorce é Vinculo Matrimonii.

3= . That your petitioner is desirous of filing a

8upplemental Bill for a divorce a vinculo matrimonii.

To the end therefore.
That this Honorable Court may pass an order authorizing

your petitioner to file a bill for divorce a vinculo matrimonii

in the above entitled_cause.

And aé in duty bound, etc,

Solbcitor for Petitioner

/C&Glgyyvkﬁb Panocss ..
etitioner.

State of Maryland, Baltimore City, to wit:

I hereby certlfy that on this///day o%
1921, before me, the subscriber; a Justice of the Peace, of
the State of Maryland, in and for Baltimore City, personally
appeared Virginia Person and mede oath in due form of law that
the matters and facts above set forth ﬁre true ﬁo the best of
her knowledge and belief.

Witness my hand and seal:

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE:




On the forgoing petition and affidavit it is this X

day of /ZWMW) 1921, ordered by the Circuit Court

of Baltimore City that the said Virginia Person may file a

Suppl ementel Bill for divorce & vinculo matrimonii in the above

entitled cause,
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The Daily Record Co/ Print, Baltimore, Md.
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Virginia, Person

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT CF
Vs 3 °

BAL TIMCRE CITY.
Howard Person

S e e e e S SR S e S R SR L A SR E RS AR S S TS S B AR T R T SRR SR AR S 333
SUPPLEMEN TAL BILL:
T0 THE HONORABLE, THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

Yoﬁr Oratrix complaining respectfully says:

1- That Jeretofore, to wit, on or about the 29th day
of April, 1919, she was married to the defendant, the said
Howerd Ferson in Bealtimore City by an ordained Baptist Minis-
ter of the Gospel, with whom she resided uniil the 1lst day of
December, 1920.

2- That she has been a resident of the City of Bal-
timore, State of Maryland for more than two yéars previous
to thé filing of this, her Bill of Camplaint.

3- That slthough your Oratrix was always a kind,
affectionate end feithful wife toward the saild defendant, he
teested her with great brutality and cruelty.

4; That the said defendant has been gullty of the
crime of édultery with divers lewd and abandoned women of
Baltimore City, and si nce discovering said adulterious acts,
your Oratrix has not lived with the said defendant nor con-
doned the said acts. |

5- - That there are no childred.born as lssue of said
marrisge. |

To the end therefore:

04) Tha't your Oratrix mey be divorced a vinculo matri-

monii from the said defendant,

(b) Thaet she may be permitted to resume her maiden
name Virginia Moore.

(c)_ That éhe may have such other and further relief

as the nature of her case may require.




_ 14/"’%"’%% 'K“NW

Mey it pteaese Your Honor to grant unto your Cratrix
the writ of subpoena commanding the said Howard Person to
be and appear in this Honorable Court on some certain day to

be named therein, either in person or by solicitor,.to show

cause if any he may have why the relief sought should not be

granted as prayed.

' And as in duty bound, etc.

Solicitor for Complainant.

Complainent.

STATE (F MARYLAND, BALTIMORE CITY, To Wit:

| I hereby certify that on this /,y%day of%&%
1921, before me, the subscriber, a Justice of the Peace,
persocnally appeared Virginia Person and made oath in due

form of law that the matters and facts as set forth are

ture to the best of her knowledge and belief.

Witness my hand end sesal:

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE:
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“time' limited by law beglnmng on the second Monday of

——

- Issued the Q day of
7

Form 18—5M

EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland

~ of Baltimore City, Greeting:
"WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, That all exCuses set asi e, you do within the

cause an appearance to be entered for you and your answ

Do

against you exhibited in the Circuit Court of Baltimore City,

o be filed to the/ompla Xt of

192 /

Baltimore City, the é
| [ the year 192 /

W — ~ Clerk.

MEMORANDUM You are required to file your answer or otbér defense in the Clerk’s
Office, room 206, in the Court House, Baltimore City, within - fifteen days
after return day. ,

(General Equity Rules 11.)
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Form 18—5M

EQUITY SUBPOENA

~The State of Maryland

To

| of Baltimore Clty, Greeting :
WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, That all e@lde you do within the

time limited by law begmnmg on the second Monday of 44 : ' next 5

_cause an.appearance to be entered for you and your answef Y0 bd ffled to/the complaint of

N

WW o Fororns

L\~
inst you exhibited in the C1rcu1t Court of Baltimore City,

HEREOF fail not, as you w:ll answer the contrary at your peril:

WITNESS the Hon’orable MORRIS / SOPER Chlef J udge of the Supreme Bench of
Baltlmore Clty, the / é 4

Issued the . Q@ ‘

Clerk.

MEMORAN DUM: You are requlred to file your answer or ofher defense in the Clerk’ S
Office, room 206, in the Court House, Baltimore City, within fifteen days
~ after return day.

.(General Equity Rules 11.) |







Virginia Person HM In The Circuit Court of

Vs, , H

Howard Person : M ‘Baltimore City.

To The Honorable, The Judge of Said Court:
“Your Orator complaining respectfully says,
FIRST, The answer of your respondent to the

amended bill of‘complaint exhibited is as follows:

SECOND: Your orator admits the first,secomd

and fifth paragraphs of the sald bill of complaint.

THIRD, That ybur orator denies the third and
fourth paragraphdSof the said Bill of complaint and insists on

the strictest legal proof thereon.

(8 Jon

Attorney Fbr Complainant.
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Form 18—5M

EQUITY SUBPOENA ~

The State of Maryland

of Baltimore City, Greeting:
WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, That all excuses set aside, you do within the

time limited by law beginning on the second Monday of Q |
cause an appearance to be entered for you and your answer to be %ed to the //complamt f :

LANLI-

" /(/[/ against you exhibited in the Circuit Court of Baltimore City,
HEREOF fail fot, as you will answer the contrary at your peril: :

WITNESS the Honorable MORRIS ) SOPER Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench of

Baltimore City, the / 0 S day o
f_\

Issued the / f day of

_ 4 2 ‘ |
/MM e ' Clerk.
MEMORANDUM: You are required to file your answer or/other defense in the Clerk’s

Office, room 206, in the Court House, Baltimiore City, within fifteen days
- after return day.

(General Equity Rules 11. )
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Form 25—3M—5-19

(\j | o | | | IN THE
""""" vS. | Circuit Court
_ : _ ) OF
j - N O) | . BALTIMORE CITY

To.the Honorable the ]udge of the

Circuit j/c:r/t of Baltlmore City:
THE PETITION OF Hlee« @«tm

)

in this case, respectfully.shows that /‘/&,desiré R to take testimony in this case, and

respectfully pray /d/- that leave be granted to do so before one of the Standing
Examiners of this Court. ' : | : .
_ Soﬁcitor for /@mﬂ( %QW

ORDERED, this__. 7’/‘” day of %W// '19Z/ that

leave be granted to the parties to the cause, to take t tlmo y; as prayed before any one

MUk,

of the Standing Examiners of thls Court.
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In the Circuit Court, . |

OF BALTIMORE CITY

DEPOSITIONS
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--------------------------------------------------------------------- In the Civenit Conrt |

OF BALTIMORE CITY.

and notice having been given me by the Solicitor for the......M Lt .
of a desire to take testimony in the same, I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINGTON, one

of the Standing Examiners of the Circuit Courts of Baltimore City, under and by

virtue of an order of the above named Circuit Court, passed in said cause on the

in the same year at....%,bl—- %é- .......... noon and the
office ofW}W,%-—m the City and State

aforesaid, as the time and place for such examination of witnesses in said cause;

at which last mentioned time and place I attended, due notice of such meeting

is to say:—




Pergon,

Ve

Person,
Testimony taken at the o~ fice ¢f Maurice Blum, Esq.,
Equifable Building, Baltimcre, Maryland, March
7th,, 1921, at:3 O'cleck P, M,
VIRGINIA PERSON, the Plaintiff in this case,
produced on her own behalf, having been fifst duly
sworn, depogeth and saith as felleows, that is to say:
BYTTH A sXAMINEK:

1 9. State your name regidence and cccupation?

A, Virginia Pergon, 1517 Bast Fayette Street; factory
work.,
2 Q, Do you know the nartiegs to this suit?

A. I am the Plaintiff and my hushand is the De=
fendant. 4

BY MR, ELUM:

1 Q. Kindly state when, where and by whom you were
married?

A, April 29th,, 1919,
2 Q. By whom were ycu married?

A. By the Reverend Mr. Williams.
3 Q. Was the Reverend Mr. Williamg a Regularly
Ordained Minister of ths Gospel?

A, VeSS




Virginia Perczons.

4 Q. Have you been a resident of Baltimore City,
state of Maryland, for at least two years pricr to the
filing eof this suit?

A. Yes; about twe end a half years.
9 Q. Are there any children as the result of this mar-
riage?

A, No sir.
6 Q. What was your cenduct tewards your hushand
while living topether; how did you behave yourgelf?

b All rignht.
7 Q. State whether ¢r net you were always a kind,
affectionate and faithful wife?

A, ves; T was always kind and faithful.
8 Q. Are the parties to this suit living together ncow?

A. Yo gir.
9 Q. Which left the cther?

A. He left me.
10:Q, When?

A. December 3rd., = at least he made me leave.
10 Q. What year®

A, 19205
11 Q. You charge your husband wihh adultery; what
can 7ou tell us about that of your own p-rsonal know=-

ledge,




Virginia Persons.
A, Well, I can tell you about it,=- All that I
can tell you about it i1s that he received a letter from
this woman, and I read the letter, and he galdthat

+

he did not want to live together with me any mere and he
put me out.
¥88Q. Did he cr not confess his adulteries to
you with this woman?

A, Yo sir; he did¢ net confess to me, but I
gaw him with her; I sew hi m at this woman's housgee.
14 Qi Yeu de not knew anything other than what other
peeple have told you®

A. Ne gir; that is all.
20 Q. Have you lived or cohabited with him gince you
discovered this adultery?

A. No sir.
15 Q. Have vou lived or cchabited with him since De-
cemher 3rd.,, 1920 when he put you out of the house”

A. No sir.




' GENERAL QUESTION i

Do you know or can you sta_fé- any other matter
or thing that may be to the benefit or advantage of the
parties to this suit, 'of either of them, or that may be
material to the éubject of this, your examination, or the
ma.tte.rs in question between the ‘parté:es? If sol,state

the same f111 \: Yarge in your answer,

Ag==-




SAMUKT, DOCKERY, a witnesg of lawful age, produced
on behalf nf the Plaintiff, having been first duly sworn,
depnseth and saith as follews, that is te say:

BY THE TXAMINER:
1 Q. State your name regidence and cccupation?
A. Samuel Dockery, 815 Rutland Avenue; ship
yard.
2 Q¢ Do you know the parties to this suit?
A, Yes.
BY MR, BLUM:

1l Q, Are they husband and wife?
A, eSS

2 Qs How long have ycu known the parties to this suit?
A. Bver gince they were married.
2:Q. Did they live tecgether as husband and wif4 and
were they always known and recognized in the community
in which they lived as husband and wife?
A.  Yes, as faf as I kncw.
4 Q. was “he Plaintiff been a regident of Raltimore
City, State of Maryland, feor the last two years prier to
the "iling of this suit?
A. Yes,
5 Q. Are there any children as the regult of this

marriage?

.4
F

2
o




Samuel Dcckery.
a' & No . gir,.
6 Q. What wag her conduct towards her hugband while
living together”

A. Very good.

7 Q. State whether cr not she was always a
kind, affectionate and faithful wife?

A, Yes, as far as I know.

8 Q. Are the parties to this suit living together now?

A. Ne sir.

9 Q. Which left the cther.

A. She left,- he never left; she claims that he
put her out, but I de not knew anything about that,
becauce I was not there that night.

10 Q. wWo matter which left the other, you know
that they are separated?

A, Yes.
11 Q. When did they separate?

A, Necember 1920,

12 g The early part of December 19207

A. YeS-
13.-Q Mrs. person has testified that it. was December

3rd., 19120, and that her husgband put her ocut of the
heuse; do you knew that to be a fact.

A. I know they separated at that time.




Samuel Dockery,
14 Q. She hags charged her husband with adultery; de you
knew anything personally of that.

A. Yes; since they have been geparated, I know that
he has been,

15 Q. What de you knew of his adulteries gince he
has heen geparated.

A. He and I had & ccuple of girls in a machine
riding arcund, and we stopped by the rozd a little
while with these girils.

16 Q. When was this?

A, Below Eparrews Point.
1% Q. In a house of where.

A. No gir; along side of a road.
1° Q. Do vou mean te state that the defendant in this
cagse committed adultery with a woman nct Mrs.

Person®
A, Yes.
18 Q. Hew de you knew that?

A, Recause T saw him,

2 0 Q, You saw him in the act?

A, Yes.

21 Q. Did you have sexual intercourge with the girl

that you were with?

es

A, Y




ey

Samuel Dockery.

22 Q. You were both out for the same purpose.

A, Yes.
23 Q. Are there any other instances?

A.  Between the 18th,, and the 20th of the
month again. . |
24 Q, What month was thaf:

A, January 1921.
25 Q. . Tell about that.

A. That was the same thiﬁg; we were out in the
machine égain. » | |
26 Q. Where did this adultery take place?

A, Out on some pikz in the Country; some place; I
do not know the road. | '
27 Q. How do you know that»he committed adultery on that
occésimn;-did_you see fhem.

A. T saw them.beéause we were all together.
28 Q. And aiad you have intercourse with the girl
that you.were with on this occasion?

A. Yes.‘
29 Q. On both of these‘instances was the woman with whom
he had intercourse, his wife?

A, No sir,




Samuel Dockery.

30 Q. When did the first adultery take place.

A. TRetween the 15th., and the 20th., of December
1920, .
31 Q, And the second time was between the 18th., and
- the 20th., January.1§2l? -

A, Yes. | _
32 Q. Has she lived ¢ cohabited with her husband
since she discofered this adultery?

A. No.sir.
33 Q. Has shé lived cr cohabited with
‘hig wife since December Brd.; 19207

A, No sir.
34 Q. ' Has she forgiven cr condoned his cffdnse in
any way"

A. Né sir; not that I knaow nf.
35 Q, Where did thesé adulteries také_place; I mean in
_what City and State. -

A, Baltimere, Maryland, the second time, angd the

first time was in Baltimore Cnunty.



GEVERAL QUE TION

Do you know or cah you state any other matter
or thing that may ™ to .the benefit or advantage of the
parties to this suit, or either of them, or that may de
material to the gubject of this, your exemination, or the

matters in question between the parties? If so, state

the same full &u Kt large in your answer,
Assoe \ 4 ' @Q’M(ﬂ?’
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CARRIE STROTHER, a witness of lawful age, produced
~on behalf of the Plaintiff, having been first duly sworn,
deposeth and saith as follews, that is to say:

| BY THi EXAMINER:

Q. . State your name residence and occupation?
‘A, Carrie'Strother, 428 Mosher Street; laundress?
Q Do ynu.know the partieé to this suit?'
A, Yes.
BY MR, BLUM:
1 q. How long have yecu khown them.. _

A, Well, I have been knowing him qu@te a long
While, and T have beeh—knnwing her since September 1920.
2 Q, Do you know that they are husband and wife and
that they lived together as husband and wife?

A, - Yes. | N
5 Q. Is she a bona fide resident of Baltimere City,
State of Maryland; that is, I mean to say, is she a
‘resident of Baitimﬁre City , State nf Marylandg is this
her home here in Baltimorea ~; |
A.f This,is her home_hére ii Baltimere.

. . 'And this is her real bona fide resident.
. Yes.

Q
A
5 Q. She has no children of this marriage?
A, _NA'Sir.

Q

. What sort of a woman is Mrs. Perseon.




12

Carrie Strother.

A, She has seemed to be a Very good woman since I
have known her; I have vigited her often.
6 Q; You de not knew anything of the adulteries , do you

A, - NWo sir; only what I have haard.

7 Q. Do you knew that Mr. and Mreg. Persen have been
separated since about the 3rd., December 19207

A. Yese.
8Q. Has she ever lived or cohabited with her hushand
since she discovered his adultsries?

A, Wop she has note.



GENERAL QUESTION

Do you know or can you staté any other matter
or thing that may be to the benefit or advantage of the
parties to this suit, or either of them, or that may be
material to the subject of this, your examination, or the

matters in guestion between the parties? If sei,siate

the saze © 11§ an

at large in your answer,

¥

A | Q‘ ﬁ
AT 21 € X2l LU




of the SOLCHtOr . of thew ... J 17795 A, :

- closed the depositions taken in said

in the year of Qur Lord nineteen hundred and...efttt

return them closed under my

ay Of-"W

hand and seal, on this

City of Baltimore, in the State of Maryland

______ Loely ANK e ezt (SEAL).
: E)gaminer.

_ There are .0 et Exh'ibits with these depositions, to wit: L
Plain tiff’s.oooooeeeeee. O L VS

I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINGTON, the Examiner before whom the fore-
going depositions were taken, do hereby certify that I was emploYed- in gssigning
a day, and taking the said depositions upon..i/fﬂ..........ﬁdays, on...é‘.ﬂ-e%.' ....... —

of which I was employed by the Plaintiff

by the Defendant...cccooeenecne,
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In the Circuit Court

~of Baltimore City

TERM 19___

To the Honorable

Judge of Said Court:

The above cause is respectfully submitted for

decree and the 43rd General Eqmty Rule is herebv walved

7@%@/@/@5

Solicitor  for Plaintiff,

Solicitor  for Defendant.
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OF

VS.

BALTIMORE CITY

e Term, 19 1 /
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................. , 19Z ’ that the same be and it is hereby refer red to )

itt /‘}d without argument, it is ordered by the Coult this

Esq Aud1t01 and Master to report the

Ml

'Report of Auditor and Master

pleadings and the facts, and his opinion thereon. " .

Suprlemental bill filed by wife.agsinst hushend. for fivorce

A Yineculo Maf{nomm for gdn] tery. of defendant.. .. Code A"f‘tiClP‘lG,

Section. 36. e e \

S~

~ ' G
Dm“pndgnt qum'nm'xpd and: answers.....Proof shows marriage,

residence smd adnltery of defendant. Thp nl aintiff to. be nermitted

—.to resume her maiden name.. _Case submitted and.rea a v. for decree.
e e BARA L BOT aNd MASLO .
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The within is a proper decree to be passed
in this case.

)

Virginia .Person. ..
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Decree of Divorce

IN THE
--------- o TATEINL S POTSON i Circuit Court
OF
ﬁ Vs.
BALTIMORE CITY
................... Howard Person. ..o Marc.hTerm, 19.21..

This cause standing ready for hearing and being duly submitted, the proceedings were by the

Court read and considered. * St HERPENE Ry
’ 2 .

It is thereupon, thls\o\ NN day of ... April ol , A. D.1921.,

by the ercuit Court of Baltimore City, Adjudgéd, Ordered and Decreed, that t}-le_' said
e VAEEANA A PRI O e
1';-he above named Complainant be ands he is hereby DIVORCED .A. VINCULO MATRIMONII-from the

. Defendant, ____H_o.war.d...E.er.s.an;.._and...tkiaﬁ...the...pla.inﬁif.f._.'b_e_..p.ermit.ted...tQ..J:.e.s.ume. ’

coher maiden name, Virginia Mooree.............. S eeeeeeeee

And it is further Ordered, That the said.......... defendant e
pay the cost of this proceeding. ' .
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