
IS THE CIRCUIT COURT OP

BALTIMORE CITY. '/J

JAMES PERRY

VS.

GERTRUDE PERRY.

BILL FOR DIVORCE.

J. STEWARD DAVIS

ATTORNEY AT LAW

215 SAINT PAUL PLACE

BALTIMORE. MD.

A J



JAMES PERH?

VS.

GERTRUDE PERRY

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT

OF

BALTIMORE CITY.

TO THE HONORABLE,THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

Your Orator complaining respeotfully represents:

1. That he was married to his wige, Gertrude Perry on the

I3th day of February,1917 and with whom he resided until the 2nd

day of September,I9S2 when the defendant deserted the plaintiff.

S. That though the ponduot of your Orator toward the said

Gertrude Perry has always "been kind, affeotionate and above re-

proach, she has, without any just cause or reason, abandoned and

deserted, him and has declared her intentions to live with him

no longer, and that such abandonment has continued uninterruptedly

for more than three years and is deliberate, and final and the

separation of the parties is beyond any reasonable expectation

of reconciliation.

2. That your Orator hss not lived or oo-habiteA with the

said Gertrude Perry since said desertion.

4. That there are two children born as issue of said

marriage, Margaret Perry, age nine years and Mary Perry, age

eight years.

5. That both your Orator and the defendant are citiaens

of the State of Maryland, having resided in Baltimore City for

more than three years prior to the filing of this bill of complaint

TO THE END,THEREFORE:

(a) That your Orator may be divorced A Vinculo Matrimonii

from the said Gertrude Perry.



(b) That he".>may have suoh other and further relief ®s his

case may require.

May it please your Honor to grant unto your Orator the

Writ of Subpoena direoted against the said Gertrude Perry,command-

ing and requiring her to "be and appear in this Court on some day

certain torbe named therein tg> answer the premises and abide by

and perform such deoree or order as may "be passedt therein.

AID as in duty bound, etc.



Ct. Ct. No. 2

Subpoena to Answer Bill of Complaint



EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland

WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU,'

WITNESS, the Honorable JAMES P. OORTER, Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench of Baltimore



IH THE CIRCUIT OOUIS! 110.2

OF

BALTIMORE CITY.

JAMBS EERRY

VS.

GERTRUDE PERRY.

RESK)H2a:7T' S ANSWER.



JAMES PERRY IH THE CIRCUIT COURT HO. 2

VS.

GERTRUDE PERRY

OF

BALTIMORE CITY,

TO THE HONORABLE,THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT?

The answer of your respondent to the bill of complaint

in the above entitled cause says:

1. That she admits the allegations as contained in the first

paragraph of the bill of complaint,,

2. That she denies with great emphasis the allegations

contained in the second paragraph of the bill of complaint.

3. That she deni®s the third paragraph of the bill of

complaint•

4. As to the foxirth paragraph of the bill of complaint,

your respondent admits the facts therein* stated and asks the

care and-custody of the said children.

5. That she admits the fifth paragraph of the bill of com-

plaint.

WHEREFORE )£our respondent prays that the bill be dis-

missed with costs to the plaintiff.

iVTTOpEY FOR RESPONDENT,



Petition for leave to take
Testimony and Order of

Court thereon



( IN THE -

Circuit Court tf^z-
OF

BALTIMORE CITY

PETITION



•in THE CIRCUIT cc4m:/iro.2

BALTIMORE CITY.

JAMES PERRY

GERTRUJiB- PISRRY

ATTQ^ffiY FOR DEFESLAHT

118 E.LBXIIGTOH'STREET



JAMES PERRY : IS TH3 CIRCUIT COffiT NO.2

VS. : OF

G3RTRUDE P3RRY : BALTIMORE CITY.

You? respondent in the above case respectfully says. i
!

I* That heretofore, she has answered the "bill of complaint :

in the above case.

2. That your respondent further states that she is desti-

tute and without funds to defray the expense o-" this litigation,

further that she is without the means of support for herself and

children. That she is advised by counsel that she is entitled to

request this Honorable Court that the plaintiff "be compelled to

contribute a reasonable amount as alimony pendente l i t e for

herself and child and a reasonable amount to compensate her

solicitor.

3. That the plaintiff is employed and earns approximately

thirty-five dollars per week.

TO THE EIÎ .THERIuFOREj your respondent prays,

(a) Alimony pending this suit.

(b) Permanent alimony.

(c) Counsel fee for nor solicitor.



CIRCUIT COURT No. 2

Order Counsel Fee and Alimony
Pendente Lite

Husband Plaintiff



IN THE

CIRCUIT COURT Nc. 2
OF

BALTIMORE CITY



Ill THIS CIRCUIT COURT 110.2

OF

BALTIMORE CITY

JAMES PERRY

VS.

GERTRUDE KERRY

ANSWER TO PETITION

J. STEWARD DAVIS

ATTORNEY AT LAW

215 SAINT PAUL PLACE

BALTIMORE. MD.



JAMBS EERRY : IH THE OIRGUIT COURT NO. 2

VS. : OF

GERTRUDE PERRY : BALTIMORE CITY.

TO THE HONORABLE,THE JUDGE OP SAID COURT:

Your Orator,answering the petition of your respondent,

respectfully says:

That he is unable to pay the anount named in the order

of nisi passed "by this Honorable Court. He further states that

he has been contributing weekly to the support of his children.

That he does not earn thirty-five dollars weekly as stated in

the petition of the respondent.

Wherefore your petitioner prays that the bi l l be dis-

missed with costs.

ATTORNEYS^FOR COMPLAT1JAJTT.



MOTION FOR HEARING



IN THE

Circuit Court No* 2
OF

BALTIMORE CITY

In conformity with the First Equity Rule.



Serve on

NOTICE AS TO HEARING



IN THE

CIRCUIT COURT, No. 2
OF

BALTIMORE CITY.

the above entitled cause has been placed upon the Trial Calendar in accordance with the provisions



MOTION FOR HEARING



IN THE

Circuit Court No. 2
OF

BALTIMORE CITY



Serve on

NOTICE AS TO HEARING



IN THE

CIRCUIT COURT, No. 2
OF

BALTIMORE CITY.



Circuit Court No. 2

JAMES PERRY

GERTRUDE PiRRY

ORDER FOR APPEARANCE



.£AMES-.JEERKX.

GERTRUDE PERRY

IN THE

Circuit Court No. 2
—OF—

BALTIMORE CITY



lo the Circuit Court,/
OF BALTIMORE CITY

DEPOSITIONS

PLAINTIFF'S COSTS
Examiners _w..'.X $

Copies A

Sheriff \i .'._

Stenographer [f

$

DEFENDANT'S COSTS
Examiners $ .\.

Copies

Sheriff



OF BALTIMORE CITY.

I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINGTON, one

of the Standing Examiners of the Circuit Courts of Baltimore City,



JAMES EERRY

VS.

GERTRUDE PERRY

In the Circuit Court No. S of

Baltimore City.

The above cause being at issue and notice having

been given ±*„deRussy Sappington, one of the Standing

Examiners of the said Circuit Court No. S of Baltimore

City, by the solicitor for the plaintiff of a desire to

take testimony in said cause, said A. deRussy Sappington,

under and by virtue of an order of the above named

Circuit Court No. S, passed in said cause on the S6th day

of October, 19E5, met on the 6th day of March, in the

year 19S6, at his office, in the City of Baltimore, in

the State of Maryland, and assigned the 8th day of March

in the same year at S;30. oTclock in the afternoon, and

the offices of Messrs. Davis and Evans in the City and

State aforesaid, as the time and place for such examina-

tion of witnesses in said, cause; at which last mentioned

time and place said A. deRussy Sappington, Examiner,

as aforesaid, attended, due notice of such meeting having

been given, and proceeded in the presence of the solicitor

of the plaintiff to take the following depositions, that

is to say:—



2

JAMES PERRY

VS.

GERTRUDE PERRY.

Testimony taken before me, A. deRussy Sappington ,

Examiner, a t my offices in the Ti t le Building, Baltimore,

Md. on ^areh 8, 19E6 at 2.30 o'clock in the afternoon.

Thereupon

JAMES PERRY,

the p l a i n t i f f , of lawful age, produced on his own behalf

having been f i r s t duly sworn according to law, was examined

and t e s t i f i e d as follows:

By the Examiner:

Q, State your name, residence and occupation?

A James Perry, 1002 Myrtle Avenue, chauffeur.

Q Do you know the pa r t i e s to *this su i t ?

A Yes; I am the p l a i n t i f f and- the defendant is my

wife.

' By Mr. DAVIS:

Q When, where and by whom were you married?

A February 13, 1917, in Baltimore, Maryland, by

Reverend Mack, a Minister of the Gospel.

Q Are you living with your wife now?

A - No.

Q Which left the other and when?

A I left her on September 2, 1922.

Q Where were you living at that time?



James Perry 3

A On 1017 West Franklin Street .

Q, What caused the separation?

A I was working and when I ciame home my wife was

very seldom home and my meals were never ready. I would

come homer for dinner and sometimes I would find fellows

s i t t ing in the house eating.

Q Did you say anything to your wife about i t?

A Yes; I asked her about the men and told her

to keep them out but she wouldn't do i t . The men were

causing a disturbance. She said they were nothing

b.ut vis i tors coming to see both of us, but I was never

there when they came .

Q Did she go out at nights?

A She did, and would come home at eleven and

fealf past. She would leave the children with me, and

sometime take them to my mother's.

Q Has fche-tfee children now?

& They are with her s is ter .

Q, How, were you always a kind, affectionate and

faithful husband?

A I was.

Q Did you give her any just cause to neglect you

or to associate with these men?

A No, sir . On the day I left I told her I was

going unless she gave these men up and she refused to do

i t , and I left .



James Perry 4

Q Has the separation continued uninterruptedly

for more than three years prior to the filing of this

suit?

A Yes, s i r , since September 2, 1922.

Q Have you been a resident of the City of

Baltimore, State of Maryland for more than two years

prdor to the filing of this suit?

A Yes, sir.

Q What are the names and ages of the children?

A Margaret, 9 and Mary, 8. They are in

the custody of my sister in law, Elizabeth Lewis and I

am contributing five dollars a week towards their

support and am willing to continue to do it and let m:/

sister in law have their custody.

Q Is the separation deliberate and final and

b eyond any reasonable hope or expectation of reconciliation?

A Yes, sir , it i s .



GENERAL QUESTION

Do you know or Can you stato any othor matter

or thing that may be to the benefit or advantage of the parties

to this suit, or either of them, or that may be material to

the subject of this, your examination, or the matters in

question between the parties? If so, stato the same fully

and at largo in your answer.



6

Thereupon

GEORGE MEERT,

a witness of lawful'age, produced on behalf of the

plaintiff, having been first duly sworn accord ;ng to

law, was examined and testified as follows:

By the Examiner:

Q State yonr name, residence and occupation?

•A George Albert, 629 Gilbert Street, truck.

Q, Do you know the parties to this suit?

A I do.

By Mr. Davis:

Q, Do you know that they were married and lived

together at one time as husband and wife?

A I do.

Q Were they known and recognized in the community

in which they lived as husband and wife?

A They v/ere.

Q Are they living together now?

A Ho, sir.

Q Which left the other and when?

A He left her on September 2, 1922.

Q Did you visit the parties while they lived

together?

A I did.

Q Was he a kind, affectionate and faithful

husband to her?

A Yes, s i r , he was.



George Albert 7

Q Has he been a resident of Baltimore, State

of Maryland for more than two years prior to the filing

of this suit?

A * Yes, s i r , he has.

Q Did you used to come home with him to dinner?

A Yes, s i r , and sometimes just as he says,

I could see a couple of fellows Sitting there and

women too on one or two occasions they were eating.

Q Would his wife have his meals ready for him?

A No

0 Did he complain about it?

A He did. He complained about the men

being there also. I have seen the men there many times.

Q Did he give his wife any just cause to

neglect him or refuse to have his meals ready, or to

entertain these men*?

A No, sir.

Q There are two children, I believe, as result

of the marriage?

A Yes; Margaret 9 and Mary, 8. They are

with his sister and he contributes towards their support.

Q, Do you think the separation between the

parties is deliberate and final and beyond any reasonable

hope or expectation of reconciliation?

A Yes, s i r , I do.



GENERAL QUESTION

Do you know or can you stato any othor matter

or thing that may be to the bonefit or advantage of the parties

to this suit, or either of them, or that may be material to

the subject of this, your examination, or the matters in

question between the parties? If so, stato the same fully

and at largo in youranswer.

A.-U'



I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINGTON, the Examiner before whom the fore-

going depositions were taken, do hereby certify that I was employed in assigning

a day, and taking the said depositions upon.



No other witnesses being named or produced before

him, said A. deRussy Sappington, Examiner, as aforesaid,

he then at the request of the solicitor of the plaintiff

closed the depositions taken in said cause and the same

are now returned closed, under the hand and seal of

Mason P. Morfit, Examiner, on this twenty-fourth day of

July in the year of Our Lord nineteen hundred and thirty-

four at the City of Baltimore, in the State of I&ryland..

Examiner, jy

There are no exhibits with these depositions.

Examiner. /

I, Mason P. Morfit,'Examiner, do hereby certify

that said A. deRussy Sappington, Examiner, was employed

in assigning a day and taking the said depositions upon

two days, on both of which he was employed by the

Plaintiff and on none by the Defendant.

Examiner.



.James Perry..

..^e... above..pause., being., at ...issue,

Dn tl|F Qltrrutt ( t a r t .NO...2.
vs.

OF BALTIMORE CITY...Qexi!.?ude ..Perry

A» deRussy Sappington, Examiner,
and notice having been given HJS.by the Solicitor for the plainiX££.$.

a d d i t i o n a l
of a desire to take/testimony in the same, I, MASON P. MORFIT, one

of the Standing Examiners of the Circuit Courts of Baltimore City, under and by

virtue of an order of the above named Circuit Court, passed in said cause on the

.twentyr-SlaCm day of .Qct.o.berx 19..26., met on

the .tw.ejnt.i8.t.n. day of .J.Uly.., in the year nineteen

hundred and tJair.ty.-fO.UT., at my office, in the City of Baltimore, in the State

of Maryland, and assigned the 1?wett£y-fir.S.t. day of..-. JulZj

in the same year at 1Q;.3O o'clock in the f.Pre.noon and the

office of ....tfee..^aMner ,....7.33_.^...^i.t2Q...Baild.iug^ in the City and State

aforesaid, as the time and place for such examination of witnesses in said cause;

at which last mentioned time and place I attended, due notice of such meeting

having been given, and proceeded in the presence of the Solicitor of the
a d d i t i o n a l

plaintiff , . to take the following/depositions, th'it

is to say:—



On Saturday, July E l s t , 1934, at 10;30 A. M., in the j

off ices of Mason P. Kforfit, Examiner, i n t h e T i t l e Building, '

in Baltimore, at which l a s t mentioned time and place, due

not ice of suoh meeting having been given, I at tended, and in j

the presence of the s o l i c i t o r of the p l a i n t i f f prooeeded to

take the following add i t iona l testimony, tha t i s to say:

Thereupon---

JAMES PERRY,

the plaintiff, in this case, heretofore produced and sworn,

having been recalled, and resworn, testified as follows:

By the Examiner:

Q State your name, residence and occupation,

A James Berry, 722 North Carrollton Avenue,

Baltimore - chauffeur.

Q Do you know the parties to this suit?

A Yes, sir, I am the plaintiff and my wife,

Gertrude Perry is the defendant.

By Mr. Bond:

Q JHr. Perry, sometime ago you had a divorce case

and lawyer Davis was your attorney?

A Yes, sir,

Q About nine years ago you took testimony in that

case and I want to ask you whether or not you have lived or



cohabited with your wife, had any intercourse with her since *

you filed your Bill for a divorce and since you took testimony

in this case? - '
i

A No, sir*
i

Q And you star ted your case on the t h i r t i e t h of '

September, 1925? j

A No, s i r , I have not, J

Q Attorney Davis asked you whether you left your !

wife or whether she left you and you remarked that you left

her. Why was it that you left your wife?

A The reason I left her was that she had men and

women hanging around the house all the time and I told her

she would have to get them out of there and she told me if

I didn't like it that I could go, that she was going to keep

them coming to the house as much as she wanted,

Q Did she tell you to go? • j

A Yes, sir. \

Q In other words did she tell you she was going to '

be the boss of the house? i

A Yes, she did.

Q You had some ohildren - What did she do about

the children?

A She turned them over to me.

Q She told you to take the children, with you?



A Yes, sir. ;

Q Did you take the ohildren with you? j

A Yes, sir. :

Q What did you do with the children? i

A I kept them about a year and then -I was about to

put them in Saint Catherine's Home and about the time I was i

going to put the children in the Home her s is ter came and )

begged me not to put them in the Home, so her children took i

the children after that . '

Q How long did her sister have the children?
i

A ffrom that time up unti l about three weeks ago.

Q About three weeks ago who took the children?

A % wife took the children. ;

Q What did she do immediately upon taking the !

chil dren? j

A She applied to Mr. Sherman of the States Attorney1s
i

office for support. !
i

Q What did Mr. Sherman suggest or order? :

A Mr. Sherman suggested that I give her four

dollars a week for the support of the children.

Q Until when?

A Until August eighth and then one will be seven-

teen and will be self-sustaining, she is working in a hair-

dressing parlor.



$ And, at that time the four dollars will be re-

duced how much?

A To three and a half.

Q He will take off fifty cents for the one child?

A Yes, sir.

Q And after August eighth that you should pay three

dollars and a half a week, is that right?

A Yes, sir,

Q Are you cheerfully complying with the order of

the States Attorney's office and giving her'four dollars a

week until August 8th, 1934, after which you will give her

three dollars and a half a week?

A Yes, sir .

Q Was there any way in the world that you oould

have stayed there with your wife when she told you to take

the children and get out and stay?

A No, sir. ;

Q You had a witness who testified in this case when1

i
your testimony was originally taken by the name of George |

Albert. Where is he? •
i

A He is dead Mr. Bond. ;

Q Did you see him when he was dead?
i

A Yes, sir.

Q When was his funeral? i

—A It-was—the-ear-ly—part-o-f—1927-. — — — -i



General Question

Do you know or can you state any

other matter or thing that may be to the benefit

or advantage of the parties to this suit, or

either of them, or that may be material to the

subjest of this, your examination, or the matters

in question between the parties? If so, state

the same fully and at large in your answer.

A. 1/1^



No other witnesses being named or produced before me, I then, at the request

of the Solicitor..... of the .plaintiff »
additional

closed the/depositions taken in said cause and now return them closed under my

hand and seal, on this... t!W.en.t.y-SiXtil..... day of JulZt

in the year of Our Lord nineteen hundred and..tlllir!fcy.-f.0.1W.ji at the

City of Baltimore, in the State of Maryl
(SEAL).

Examiner.

There are....GQ

Plaintiff's Exhibit

.Exhibits with these depositions, to wit:

Defendant's Exhibit

additional

I, MASON P. MORFIT, the Examiner before whom the foregoing/depositions

were taken, do hereby certify that I was employed in assigning a day, and taking

the said depositions upon t.W.Q days, on bO.th

of which I was employed by the Plaintiff , and on n.?.n.®

by the Defendant

Examin^?.



vs.

GERTRUDE PERRY

Cir. Ct. No. 2. |
i

B- Docket No--34-—— I-

557

1925

SUBMISSION FOR DECREE.



. .JAMES PERRY. .
vs.

....GERTRUDE. PERRY

In the Circuit Court No. 2

of Baltimore City.

Judge of the Said Court:

The above cause is respectfully submitted

for decree and the 41st General Equity Rule is hereby waived.



Circuit Court No. 2

19^25 DOCKET NO. 34 B

• JAMES PERRY

vs.

GERTRUDE PERRY

Order of Reference
and Report



IN THE
.JAMES..P.ERRY.

vs.

GERTRUDE PERRY BALTIMORE CITY

Circuit Court No. 2
OF

JULY TERM, 193..4

This case being-,submitted, without argument, it is ordered by the Court, this..-..<=?c.*

day of MAJLHS. , 193.6^., that the same be and is hereby referred to

..?jam.e^..AA...Ija.tane , Esq., Auditor and Master, to report the

pleadings and the facts, and his opinion thereon.

Report of Auditor and Master:
Bill...f o_r._divor_c.e...a._vinculp Ms

.Jiir.e...oii..ths...gr.Qiind...Qf...a]D.andD.nmeji.tu^ Gnde...Ar.t^—l£x,...&e£L_...32-.42...

DeXeM.allt..stlamQneA..and...anJsMsr.a..liy...s52iaii.o^.*

Plain.ki££J.s.-.r.e.sMenc&..i:n.3.a^

.The..raarri.a.ge..p.j:oyeiiA

The.abandQnment..f pr...three..xear.a*...ii.a..r±n.ality...ajad...ths...irrjacDJic.ilability

..PX.Jthe .parties...pjr.oven.

Qa.ge...madg._.£.Qr..^lYiKg..^

..tQ...th.e.. d e f e n d a n t -

Mpre__.tharL..thir_:^^ C a s e

.a.-ubmi.t.tad...and..r.eady..i:nr...d,s.are.e^

T.M.s...ca.ae...YLas..]D.e^uii-iii..l92.5..* Re.c.e.n.t...t.e.a.tiiiiQnx,...±a.kea..J]Aly...2.1,....193.4,

..?.ho\v.s_ _.n.o___ch_anJge ...in..the._.s.ta.tu.s...of..t.he..pa.r.tie.s.t

July 28, 1934 Auditor and Master



DECREE OF DIVORCE

The within is a proper decree to
be passedftn this casns .



DECREE OF DIVORCE

_JMES_JEEEEL.

IN THE

(Strati! (dourt Kn. 2,

vs.

GERTRUDE! PERRY

OF

BALTIMORE CITY

Term

This cause standing ready for hearing and being duly submitted, the proceedings were by the

Court read and considered. ,

It is thereupon, this JL/=-_ ^ .̂ ay of =^£jA££6fL , Anno
/ / /

Domini, one thousand nine hundred and ^iUaJ^-.r^^A/- -$Y thê CiRCUiT COURT NO. 2
OF BALTIMORE CITY, Adjudged, Ordered and Decreed, that the said-

,_ iA.MES..£EEEY:

the above named complainant be, and he is hereby DIVORCED A VINCULO MATRIMONII, from

the defendant. GERTRUDE EERRY

.AM._-i±_±s__.f_u^^^
JLk4jLAnd___cu_s_t_^ t h e

chargeable wi th fhe.lv mflinffinancfi nnri suppor t , wi th the r ight , -ho t h s r.om-

-P2aLnan.t..iQ_.s.e.e...sald._.c.Mldr_eii...aL^^

jbhejr_..QrAej?.._Q£.JQais._-JlQ2iri...in--±he...pjCjejnis.e£L^

And it is further Ordered, that the said_J.aine.a_Perry:..

pay the cost of this proceeding.

I, JOHN PHEASANTS, Clerk of the Circuit
Court No. 2 of Baltimore City, do hereby
certify that the above is a true copy of the
decree taken from the record of proceedings
in said cause.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I hereunto set my hand
and affix the seal of the said Court, this

day of , 193....

Clerk Circuit Court No. 2 of Baltimore City.



IN THE CIRCUIT COURT NO, 2 OF
BALTIMORE CITY.

JAMES PERRY

VS.

GERTRUDE PERRY

Mr. Clerk:
Please file &c.



JAMES PERRY

VS.

GERTRUDE PERRY

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT NO. 2

Of

BALTIMORE CITY

Mr. Clerk:
Please enter the appearance fee paid*


