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(MM H. NORRIS : IN THE CIRCUIT COUBT

vs : OP

SUSIE NORRIS • BAHTIMORE CITY

TO THE HONORABLE, THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:-

Your Orator, complaining, respectfully represents unto your

Honor:-

1. That he was married to the Defendant on December 30th, 1915,

in the City of Baltimore, Maryland, by Rev, S. A. Virgil, a minister of

the.Gospel.

2. That two children were born as the result of said wedlock, -

James Owen Norris, aged four years, and Ophelia Norris,' aged two years,

both children being in the custody of your Orator.

3. That for more than two years prior to the filing of this

Bill of Complaint, your Orator and the Defendant have been residents of the

City of Baltimore, State of Maryland.

4. That, although your Orator has always conducted himself as a

chaste and affectionate husband, the Defendant has committed the crime of

adultery with certain persons whose names are at the present time, unknown

to your Orator; that since the discovery of said adultery your Orator has

not lived nor cohabited with the said Defendant, nor has he condoned the

said offences.

TO THE END THEREFORE:

(a) That he may be divorced a vinculo matrimonii from the De-

fendant .

(b) That he may be awarded the care and custody of the said in-

fant children, James Owen Norris and Ophelia Norris.



(c) That he may have such other and further relief as the natur,e

of his case may require.

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOR to grant unto your Orator, the Writ of

Subpoena, directed to the Defendant, Susie Norris, commanding her to be and
A

appear in this Honorable Court on some day certain to be named therein,

and abide by and perform such decree as may be passed, therein.

AND, as in duty bound, etc.

Solicitor for Complainant.

Complainant.

STATE OP MARYLAND:
TO WIT:

CITY OP BALTIMORE:

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on this If ̂ > day of .April, in the

year one thousand nine hundred and twenty-one, before me, the subscriber,

a Notary Public of the State of Maryland, in and for Baltimore °ity afore-

said, personally appeared Owen H. Norris, and he made oath in due form of

law that the matter and facts above set forth are true and bona fide to

the best of his lniowledge, information and belief.

AS WITNESS my hand and Notarial Seal.

\ f ye-uuepj2j L
Notary Public.



SUBPOENA TO ANSWER BILL OF COMPLAINT



Form IS—6M

EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland

OJn

of Bahiinui'^'Griy? Greeting:
WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, That all excuses set aside, you do within the

time limited by law beginning on the second Monday of O^A^2^C^_^ next

cause an appearance to be entered for you and your answer to be filed to the complaint of

against you exhibited in the Circuit Court of Baltimore City,

HEREOF fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril:

7 1 WITNESS^ the Honorable [MORRIS'A! SOPER, "Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench of

Baltimore City,- the /(/_ ^ day of C f c 4 l 192 f

Issued the £ * day of u^pO^C, , in the year 192 /

Clerk.

• / .

MEMORANDUM: You are required to file your answer or other defense in the Clerk's
Office, room 206, in the Court House, Baltimore City, within fifteen days
after return day.

(General Equity Rules 11.)



In the

Circuit Court

of

Baltimore City. -

Owes H. Eorris

Vs

Susie Eorris

.Answer of Defendant
to Bill of Complaint.



In the
Owen H. Korris ::

Circuit Court
Vs ::

of
Susie Norris ::

Baltimore City.

To the Honorable, the Judge of said Court:

The Answer of Susie Uorris, the defendant in the above

entitled cause, respectfully represents unto Your Honor as

follows:

1. That she admits the marriage of the parties to this

cause, and the residence of the plaintiff, as setforth in

the first and third paragraphs of said Bill of Complaint.

2. And answering the second par^reph of the Bill of

Complaint, this defendant states that three children were

born to the parties to this cause, 8 3 the offspring of

said marriage, they being James 0. Eforris, four years of

age, and Ophelia Korris, who will soon be three years old,

and both of whom are now in the custody of the plaintiff^

mother, and the youngest child, Irene Horris, who is seven

months of age, now being with this defendant.

3. And answering the fourth paragraph of the Bill

of Complaint, this defendant emphatically denies that she

has ever committed adultery, and demands full and strict

proof the plaintiff's allegation thereof.

Having answered the Bill of Complaint as fully as she

-is advised this defendant prays to be dismissed, with her

reasonable costs.

And, as in duty bound,1 etc.,

Solicitor for Defendant.

Defendant.



In the '

Circuit Court

of

Baltimore City.

Owen H.- Uorris

Vs

Susie Morris

Petition of Defendant
for alimony pendente
lite and counsel fee.



In the
Owen H. Horris ::

Circuit Court
Vs ::

of
Susie Eorris ::

Baltimore City.

To the Honorable, the Judge of said Court:

The Petition of Susie Horris, the defendant in the above

entitled cause, respectfully represents unto Your Honor as

follows:

1. ' That" heretofore she was sued in this Honorable Court

fur a divorce a vinculo matrimonii by her husband, Owen H.

Horris, on the ground of her alleged adultery.

2. That Your Petitioner has answered the Bill of Complaint

denying said charge, which is false and in fact untrue, and has

shown that the plaintiff is not entitled to the relief sought.

3. That Your Petitioner has the custody of Irene Norris,

seven months of age, who is the youngest child of the parties

hereto, whilst the plaintiff's mother has the custody of the

two older children mentioned in this proceeding.

4. That Your Petitioner is employed as a school teacher

in Calvert County, Maryland,yearns about $40.00 per month.

5. That the plaintiff has failed and refused to support

and maintain Your Petitioner and the youngest child aforementioneiL

although he is regularly employed: as a waiter and earns about

$25.00 per week.

Wherefore Your Petitioner prays that Your Honor pass an

order directing the said plaintiff to pay her alimony pendente

lite, as well as a reasonable sum as a counsel fee for her

Solicitor of Record in this cause.

And, as in duty bound, etc.,

.Solicitor for PetitionBr.

Petitioner.



STATE OF MARYLAND, Calvert County, to wit:

I hereby certify that on this /4 day of April, 1921, •

before me, the subscriber, a L^zW^^> /JO fifti Jez*_fiL^c

of the State of Maryland, in and for Calvert County aforesaid,

personally appeared SusieHorris, the aforenamed Petitioner,

and she made oath in due form of l&w that the matters and facts

as aforestated are true, to the best of her knowledge, informa-

tion and belief.

As witness my hand and official seal.



Circuit Court

Owen H. Horris

vs.

Susie Korris

Order Counsel Fee and Alimony
Pendente Lite

Serve on

Owen H. Korris ,
colored,

c/o Horn ic Horn,
lunch room



-IN THE-

.Susie.. .Ig.rr is.

CIRCUIT COURT
— O P -

BALTIMORE CITY

.March TERM 1921

7c
O R D E R E D B Y T H E C O U R T tWs...ria^!!<^.day of ...A.px.il...... 19 ai

that the Plaintiff jQ.wen.~H— .jSLorxis

dant..~:Su.sie..Eprri.spay to the

the sum ̂ __ J.AXMJ1- :U.VB Dollars as Counsel Fee for the

Solicitor of the Defendant and that he further pay the sum of~—|.\Li\.

Dollars per week, during the continuance of this suit, to the said DefendantSusie. Jlox-ris

as Alimony, pendente lite, unless cause to the contrary be shown on or before the.

day of J 1921 , provided a copy of this Order be served on the said Plaintiff

,.. JLqrr i.s on or before the

day of .April 19 21..

TRUE COPY—TEST:

CLERK



In the

Circuit Court

of

Baltimore City.

Owen H. Horris

Vs

Susie Eorris

Susie Eorris

Vs

Owen H. lorris ,

Cross-Bill of Complaint



Owen H. Uorris
In the

Vs

Susie lorris

and
of

Susie Norris
Vs

Owen H. Korris

CROSS-BILL OF

Circuit Court

Baltimore City.

To the Honorable, the Judge of said Court:

Your Oratrix to the Cross-Bill of Complaint complaining,

respectfully represents unto Your Honor as follows:

1. That heretofore the said Owen H. Norris, the husband

of Your Oratrix, filed his bill of complaint in this Honorable

Court, wherein he prayed for a divorce a vinculo matrimonii from

Your Oratrix, on the ground of her alleged adultery. That she

has answered the Bill of Complaint, denying such charge, and

has shown that her husband's is not entitled to the relief sought,
4

2. That the parties to this cause were married on December

30th, 1915, by a religious ceremony.

3. That three children, viz: James 0. Horris, now four

years of age, Ophelia Horris, who is over two years old, and

Irene Horris, now seven months of age, were born to the parties

to this cause, as the offspring of said marriage. That the

two older children eforementioned are now in the custody of

their paternal grandmother, whilst the youngest child is in

the custody of Your Oratrix.

4. That the parties to this cause have been residents

of the State of Maryland for more than two years prior hereto,

Your Oratrix now being a resident of Calvert County, while the

defendant herein lives in Baltimore City.

5. That the defendant herein abandoned and deserted

Your Oratrix heretofore, without any just cause or excuse therefor.

• > MS »



•*• 1

6. That the said defendant herein, Owen H. Norris,

has committed adultery with divers women, whose names are at

present unknown to Your Oratrix, in Baltimore City and else- "

where, in the years A. D. 1919, 1920 and 1921, and more particu-

larly in the months of October, November aid December, 1919,

and January, 1920. That since discovering said facts Your

Oratrix has not lived nor cohabited with the said Owen H. Uorris,

nor has she in any way forgiven him.

7. That Your Oratrix has no means of her own for the

maintenance 8nd support of herself and the youngest child of

the parties hereto, with the exception of the sum of $40.00

per month, which Your Oratrix receives by teaching school in

Calvert County, whilst the defendant herein is employed as

a waiter in Baltimore City and earns about $25.00 per week.

Wherefore Your Oratrix prays:

-a- That she be divorced a vinculo matrimonii from the

said defendant herein, Owen H. Horris;

-b- That she be awarded the custody of all of the

infant children mentioned in this proceeding, and that the

said Owen H. Borris, their father, be charged with their

maintenance and support;

-c- That Your Oratrix be allowed alimony pendente lite,

as well as alimony permanently thereafter, and a reasonable sum

as a counsel fee for her Solicitor of Record;

-d- .fend for such- other and further relief as to.,Your

Honor in the premises may seem meet and proper.

May it please Your Honor to grant unto Your .Oratrix the

writ of subpoena directed against the .said defendant, Owen H.

Eorris, residing in Baltimore City, State of Maryland, command-

ing him to be and appear in this Honorable Court on or before

some certain day to be named therein to do, perform and abide by

any decree that may be passed in the premises

And, as in duty bound, etc, ^ ^
^S/U^i£ flfrlAX<<^ - SOLICITOR FOR PLAINTIFF
PLAINTIFF Iff CROSS HILL. II CROSS BILL.



SUBPOENA TO ANSWER BILL OF COMPLAINT



Form 18—BM

EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland

//Ufos

of Baltimore City, Greeting:

WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, That all excuses set aside, you do within the

time limited by law beginning on the second Monday of , f . . J * £ * \

cause an appearance to be entered for you and your answer to be filed to thejcompfaint of

against you exhibited in the Circuit Court of Baltimore City,

HEREOF fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril:

WITNESS, the Honorable- MORRIS-Ar SO PER7Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench of

Baltimore City, the li^th day of MARCH !9 2 1

Issued the / ^/j day of APRIL , in the year 192 1

Clerk
CHAS R. wHiTEFORD

MEMORANDUM: You are required to file your answer or other defense in the Clerk's
Office, room 206, in the Court House, Baltimore City, within fifteen days
after return day.

(General Equity Rules 11.)



Iff THZ CIRCUIT COURT 0?

BALPIIIOHE CEBT/

OVZEN H. NORRIS"

vs

USIE NORRIS

JOSIE KORRIS

vs

CTCEN H. KOBRIS

iESWES TO ORDER E l S I

HARRY O LEVIN



C, . . J

H. NOBRIS

vs

SUSIE HOBRIS

SUSIE NORRIS

vs

OWEN H. NOERIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT

OP

BALTIMORE CITY

TO THE HONORABLE, THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:-

And the said Owen H. Norris, for answer to the Order of this

Honorable Court passed on the fifteenth day of April, 1921, says:-

That he is not possessed of stich estate, nor does he earn such

income as to enable him to carry out the provisions of said order.

Solicitor tat Plaintiff.



IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 0 ?

BALTI1XJRE CITY / •

OWEN H. "OBRIS

vs

SUSIE UOHRIS

SUSIE NOREIS

VB

ONES H. NORRIS

MSWR TO CROSS BILL 0 ? COBEIAIHT

HARRY O. LEVIN



I •' I

OTEN H. NORRIS :

vs :

SUSIE NORRIS :

SUSIE NORRIS :

vs :

OWEN H. NORRIS :

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT

OF

BALTIMORE CITT

TO THE HONORABLE, THE JUDGE OP SAID COURT:-

Your Respondent, for answer to the Cross Bill of Complaint,

respectfully represents:-

FIRST: He admits the allegations contained in the f i r s t , second,

third and fourth paragraphs of said Cross Bill of Complaint.

SECOND: He denies the allegations contained in the fifth, sixth

and seventh paragraphs of said Cross Bill of Complaint, and says that he

has no knowledge of the same.

HAVING fully answered, as he i s advised, your Respondant prays

that said Bill may be hence dismissed.

AND as in duty bound, e t c .

Solicitor for Respondant in
Cross Bill

B • * ' t



CIRCUIT COURT

.Qwen.H. Eoxris.
vs.

Susie Horris

and Gross-Bill

Petition for leave to take

Testimony and Order

of Court thereon.



Form 26—1M—10-16.

...Owen H, lorxis...

vs.

IN THE

Circuit Court

.'S.u.@i.e ...H.or.r.1 s

. a n d G r o s s - B i l l

-OF-

BALTIMORE CITY.

To the Honorable the Judge of the
Circuit Court of Baltimore City:

THE PETITION OF Susie Karris., defendant in..th.e original

bill and pls4iitif-f in the ei'oss-bill-- .-••.-•

in this case, respectfully shows that she desire s to take testimony in this case, and

respectfully pray s that leave be granted her to do so before one of the Standing

Examiners of this Court.

Solicitor for S u s i e H o r r i s

ORDERED, this LM day of L3ay 19& ,that

leave be granted to the parties to the cause, to take testimony, as prayed, before any one

of the Standing Examiners of this Court.



Docket £ 172/19.2.1..

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT

Owen H. ITOrris
Y.S.

Susie Nqjpris

Susie llorris

•-•Owen li .il-orrtc

DEPOSITIONS

ALFRED J. CARR, Examiner



Owen

Susie

Susie

Owen

H

H

. N f trris
vs
Norris

vs.

ITorris
vs
. ITorris

3ln tlje Oltrrntt

OF BALTIMORE CITY

The aloove e n t i t l e d cause'"being a t

and notice having been given me by the Solicitor for the P l a i n t i f f in Hrong

of a desire to take testimony in the same, I, ALFRED J. CARR, one of the

Standing Examiners of the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, under and by virtue

of an order of the above named Circuit Court, passed in said cause on the

1 2 t h day of_ May I9pri , met on

the 14th day of May in the year nineteen

hundred and twenty one at my office, in the City of Baltimore, in "trie State

of Maryland, and assigned the 2jtst day of May

in the same year at ^en o'clock in th« a f t e r - nor>n and the

office of t h e Examiner , in the City and State

aforesaid, as the time and place for such examination cf witnesses in said cause;

at whictu last mentioned time and place I attended, due notice of such meeting

having been given, and proceeded in the presence of the Solicitor_? of the

r e s p e c t i v e p a r t i e s to take the following deposition, that

is to say: —



I $

SUSIE TTORRIS, the P l a in t i f f in tne c r o s s - b i l l , p ro -

duaed & her own behalf, being duly sworn, depoeet h and

s s i t h as follows:

BY THE EXAMINER:

1^. Etafee your name, rreidence and occupation, if any.

ji A- Susie Norris , Hunt ing town, Calvert County, Maryland,

and I am a School teacher.

20. Who are tne p a r t i e s to t h i s su i t?
:l
j A- I am the Plaintiff in the cree-bil l , and Owen H.
ii

;| Norris fee my husband.

3Q. "'her., wh . . ~,nd by whom were you'married?

A- On December 30th, 1915, at 1629 ̂eet Lexington ?'-,

Ealtimcre, Maryland, by the Reverend Mr. p. 3. Virgil, cf

the H. E. Church.

4^. Were any childrenborn of this marriage?

A- Yes.

5^. Oive their names and ages.

A- James 0. Norris, four years old, Ophelia Koi:is,

tv?o years, and Irene Norris, who i s now sevenmonthe of age

6^. ?fii0 hae the care ard custody of thepe children?

A- The twc older children are in t he custody of my

husband's mother, and the youngeet child is with me.

7^. Ie it. agreeable to you, in the event that you be

decreed an absolute divorce from your husband, in this

caoe, that the two older children shall remain with you r

husband's mother, and that you shall retain the care and



i! Susie Horria

custody of the young-eat child, and Mr. Norria to pay you

I Two Dollars a we-k for i t s support XHA in accordance with

;! the agreement executed by you and ycur husband and which 1

; no~' offer in evidrnce?

A- It i s .

Nets: The Plaintt ff here offers in evidence Baid Agreement to
:| be narked Pla in t i f f ' s ?x: ibit Fxaminer #1).

jj 8^. Have you or not besn a resident of trie City of ? a l t i -

ji more-. State of Maryland, fcr more than t«o years prior to

April 15th, 1981?

A- Yes, I have.

9Q. And you live where?

A- A" Hiintingtfeo?rn, Calvert countyj. Maryland.

10Q. Where does Mr. Korris live?

A- He lives in Baltimore City, at 192?, Pennsylvania Ave-

nue, and is employed at Horn e.r.d Horn's luncr: room ae a

waiter.

111* Are you and yonr husband r.ow living together?

A- No.

13CJ. When did you separate and which ore left the other?

A- -. July, 1919, he left me.

13Q. When vae* t^elapt time that you had seeual relations

ij 77it your husband?
•I

;j A- Around Chrietme,e, in Decemls r , 1919, a t h i e m o t h e r ' s

j! home, in P y k e s v i l l e , t ' a ry la : d.

! As a r e s u l t of y . . r r e l a t i o n s i n December, 1919, t h e



I > t
II

] Susie Norris
; i

|youngest child wae born in September, 1920?
i!
A- Yfc8.

15Q. What, it' anything, do you kr.ow about your husband

having conm it-feed adultery with any women since the separa-

tion?

/»- In January, 1930, I came tc Baltimore to lock for

my husband, and f&? informed that he wae livL ng at 525

Meaner Street , and I went to that address, and inquired

of Mr. and Mrs. Wilkes, who lived there, ae to whether or

I not Mr. Norria resided at that addr <-.
'i

j 1SQ. What did she t e l l ycu, Mrs. Wilkes-? t e l l you?

li A- She told me that Mr. Norrie wa? l iv ing there, and

had been living there under the name of Floyd v"ith a

woman whom he reprrsented tc her ae his wife since Sept-

ember, 1919.

17Q. fheii vhat Happened?

A- Ivaited there unt i l the woman whom Mr. Norrie rep-

r:sented ae Ms vife can.e he me.

18Q. "hat conversation, if any, did ycv. ha -e with th is

woman?

A- She said that I vr&a .o t hia wife, and &aid tnat he -

and that sne knew nothing about him. Fhc otic1. "If you

are his wife, why didn ' t you keep him when you.; had him?"
!

19Ci. Did she or not at that time admit that ehe was living
;j there with Mr. Norris as his wife? |

j A- She said she wr.e living there r i t h her husband, but ;

ii she would not t e l l me \ t o he was. 3 !



Susie Morris

lj 30q. Then what happened?

A- 1 vent out, &.nc. la ter returned. At tnt.t time, my

hu3band had gotten home.

213. Did you ha^e any conversation with nim?

!! A- Ye0.
i!
ii

II 22^. 7'as flhe pr- sent at the conversation?

A- My husband, and myself, and Mrs. Wilkes.

|| 23Q. What--, if anything, did -:ou say to ycur husband?
ij

[t A- I wanted to ruew what he was doing thene , l iv ing with

; th is woman.

24^. What did he e&y to you?

A- He said he knew he he.d done wrong, fr,nd promised to

do be t t e r .

5^. Did he ever do better?

; A- No, he did net.
1:

I 23Q. Have you at any time, since you discovered your

jj hu3band's adultery, lived "ith cr cohabited with him?

ij A- No, I have net.

I! 27Q. Have you always been a good iaithful affectionate

S wife to ycur husband?
1!

!; A- I have .



^ i O S T BY TEE
r
r Dc you know ox can you state any other matter or thing
j,

ji that may "be of benefit or advantage to the parties to thia
ii

j! suit or either of them or that may he material to the eub-
li

I jecfc of this your examination or the matters in question

between the parties? If so, state the same fully and at

\ large in your answer.

' Answer:



SADIE AY '̂P* a witness produced on behalf of the

Plaintiff, being duly sworn, depooeth end eaith e.r> follows:

II

I 1Q. 'State your name, residence arid occupation} if sr.y.

;! A- Miso Sadie Eyers, Morgan College, Baltimore, end I am

j a P/'-udent.

!: 3^. Do yen know the ps.rties to tlLie suit?

A- I am a s is ter of Mrs. Borris, and sister-in-law of
'i

Mr. Norris.

I, BY m. B'̂ EETEII:

3Q. '.'ere you present at t h e i r rnarri&ge?

A- I ' 8 l.Ot .

Do you ki:ow whether the part ies to thie suit were

;- married, and lived together a? man and. wife, and recognised

1 themselves a? nan and wife, and were known as man and wife?

A- Yes.

4Q. Hf.s your s is ter been a resident of the City of ?alU -

more, St&.te of Farylend, for more than two years prior to

April 15-th, 1931?
.i

A- Ye8, phe has.

• 6^. And ehe ie living now there?

.''- In Huntingtown, Ce,lveit County, Maryland* teaching

1 school.

;; 7CJ. Is Mr. O."en Forrie a resident or a non-reoident of

j t;;e State of Maryland?

A- A resident. He lives in Baltimore, and works for Horn
and Ho m•

6



Sadie Ayera

83. Were any children born of their marriage?

A- Y^s, three child:© n. James, Ophelia, and Ir-ne.

93. In whose custody are* "heoe children?

A- The two older children are with my e ie te r ' e mother-

in-law, and the youig est child te with my eieter , Mrs.

Norris.

IO3. lo she the fit and proper person to have the c^re

and custody of this child?

I! A- Fhe i s .

'• 11Q. To your taowledge, has Mrs. Korrie been a good

!; faithful wife to her hueband?

•' Ap Phe bf-.p.

} 12Q. H?heii did they separate and which one fceft the ether?

'! A- I think it ^&e in July, 19J.9, that he left her.



jj QUESTION BY TOE EXAKIEBR:

* Do you know or can you s t a t e emy other matter or tiling

tha t may "be of "benefit or adrantage to the p a r t i en to thiB

|j su i t or e i t he r of them or t h a t may be mater ia l to the oub-

i
ject of this your examination or the matters in question

"between the parties? If so, state the osane fully and at

large in your answer.

Answer: f v^yO

8



FARAH F. WILKES, a witness produced or. o -^ l f cf the

Plaintiff, being duly sworn, deposeth and salh as follows

1^(. ptate your name, rc-eidence end occupation, if any.

A- Mi B.Sarah F. Wilkes, 525 Mosher Street , Baltimore,

ii and lam a Housewife.

: 2CJ. Do y :u ;-n cw the pe.rties to th is suit?

A- I have k.own Mr. Norrie since September, 1919, and Mrs.

j: Ncrrie since January, 19S0, when she called at my Louse.

• - • •

I!

3Q. C-w-n ycu t i l l ue when and Low you became sc quanted

j with Mr. Morris?

A- In-d furnished rooms for rent, end a tsoman represent-
i-

• ing herself as tne wife of Mr. Morris cane and rented JC>IXKB

|! xssna the third story back room, : ; . \ ae came at night, and
II
ij they lived taere unt i l January, 19?0, i-.s man and wife, '."hen
ii
[j Mr. Norrie1 s wife came there, and Mr. Norrie wae not there .

• She saw the woman who lived with him ae hie wife. They had

a conversation. Mrs. Norrie went out, and came beck Dater

• on, •-nd she brought her husband back with her.

43. "'hat did she say to him in your presence?

A- Mra Morris said she was No. 1. T asked him if she

ii wc.3 h i s wife, and he said th is wae the only viie he had..

I said "Ycu told me a s tory." He did not say anything to

tha t . I to!? . . i t to £.et out. He couldnot ctay ip my

hcuse, and Sunday morning he vent.

Wac that Mr. Norris, the defendant in this
9



f

j Sarah F. Wilkes

case, end the woman whom he repr-sented as his wife in wnich

'; th3~ lived, a bed-rocm?

j
' A- The back third etory bed-eoom.

| 6^. Look at the woman who is sitting t..ere (India ting

;; the Plaintiff in the cross-bill), the Plaintiff in this

:! case, and fit ate whether or net that is the woman that lived

there v îtn him from September until January.

A- Nô ; She is not.

10



QUESTION BY THE SXAMIKBR:

Do you loiow or can you. state any other matter or thing

that may "be of "benefit or advantage to the parties to this

suit or either of them or that may he material to the sub-

i jeet of this your examination or the matters in question

; "between the parties? If so, state the same fully and at

large in your answer. <_--^02^.—

Answer:

^5+—-Q^d^-,

11



f,T?rp r,v T. "flLKFF, a witness produced on behalf of the

Ij Plaint i i i ,being duly er/orn, deposeth ar.d sai th aa follow a:

PY IFF T̂AMIITFR:

Pta^-e y:v r name, r-pidence and occupation, if any.li
il

!! A- George F. Wilkes, 525 Mosher Street, Baltimore, and

I! l era a Janitor.

ij 2q. Do yen k»ow the part ies to th is suit?

; A- I have k.own him since September, 1919, and I met

;; Mr3. Morris, hie wife in January, 1920.

i| 3^. You are the misband ci the last witness?

A- Yes.

f
I 4q. You nave been present during the takig of this
I!

i
ij tes t imony?
\ A- «Yes.
jj

'! 5^. fYcu have heard what year wife said?

/ - Yes.

jj 6^. If you wer- asked the same questions, would your an-

;: e'vers be the same s.e hers?

• A- The eame.

7^. Are jrou willing to adopt her testimony as your t e s t i -

mony?

A- Ye8.

8^. Are yon wiling to state that Mr. Norris and a woman

that he represented to he his wife occupied the tnird etory

back room, bed. room, at your house from September, 1919,

to January, 1920?A- Y«=s, that is the t ru th . - — 12



: QUESTION BY THE EXAMIHER:

Do you know or can you state any other matter or thing

. that may "be of "benefit or advantage to the parties to this

;. suit or either of them or that may "be material to the su"b-
r

j. ject of this your examination or the matters in question

I between the parties?.If so, state the same fully and at

large in your answer.

13



No other witnesses being named or produced before me, I then at the request

of the solicitor_s_of thg r e s p e c t i v e p a r t i e s

closed the depositions taken in said cause, a n d n

hand and seal on this t^t/

May _in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred

d n o w return them closed under my
t^l'—

^ day of

and twenty one at the City of Baltimore in the State of Maryland.

/ Examiner.

There are;

Plaintiff's

one

Fyhihit Examiner No 1

Exhibits with these depositions, to wit

Defendant's Exhibit-

I, ALFRED J. CARR, the Examiner before whom the foregoing depositions

were taken, do hereby certify that I was employed in assigning a day, and taking

the said depositions upon two days, on "both,

of which I was employed by the plaintiff

by the defendant

, and on none

Examiner.





Owen H. Horris

Vs

Susie Sorris

and

Susie Uorris

Vs

Owen H. lorris

In the

Circuit Court

of

Baltimore City.

It is agreed in the above entitled cause, with the approval

of the Court, in the event that Susie lorris be granted e divorce

a vinculo matrimonii from the said Owen H. Horris, on grounds

justifying the same, that Irene lorr is , the youngest of the

children of the parties hereto, shall be awarded unto the cus-

tody of said Susie Korris, and that said Owen H. Norris shall

pay the sum of $2.00 per week hereafter for the maintenance and

support of said child.

And i t is further agreed that James 0, Horris and Ophelia

lor r i s , the two older children of the parties hereto, shall

remain in the custody of their paternal grandmother, with whom

they now reside, the said Owen H. lorris to maintain and support

them, and that said Susie Morris shall have access to and have

said two older children in her custody at a l l reasonable times

hereafter.

Witness the signatures of the parties hereto.

DefeuddHt in Original Bill
and Plaintiff in Cross-Bill.

i ' in Original Bill
and Pofondant in Cross-Bill.

Vf a



I, the undersigned, the paternal grandmother of the children

mentioned in the annexed stipulation, do hereby certify that

I have read the same , and that I am willing to retain the cus-

tody of the two older children, in accordance with the terms

thereof.

Paternal Grandmother.



Circuit Court

OwRTi H. N o r r i s

vs.

Susie Uorris

and Cross-Bill

SUBMISSION FOR DECREE.



Owen H. Morris

vs.

Susie Morris

and Cross-Bill

To the Honorable

In the Circuit Court

of Baltimore City

_TERM

W.

Judge of Said Court:

The above cause is respectfully submitted for

decree and the 43rd General Equity Rule is hereby waived.

Solicitor for Plaintiff,
in original b i l l
and defendant in
Cross-Bill

Solicitor for Defendant.
in or iginal b i l l
and p l a in t i f f in
Cross-Bil}.



Circuit Court

Ow«a~-a1r--Kor-xas

vs.

Susie Eorris

tDG Cross-rill

Order of Reference
and Report



..Owen H..... Harris

vs.

...Susie Karris...

IN THE

end Cross-Bill

Circuit Court
OF

BALTIMORE CITY

E&y. Term, 19 21

This case being submitted, without argument, it is ordered by the Court, this..

day of...i £.LL&t^. , 19 21 , that the same be and it is hereby referred to

..</.. : ^ , Esq., Auditor and Master, to report the

pleadings and the facts, and his opinion thereon.

1

Report of Auditor and Master

p..f Jfo.e..i^npx£

.wi

Defendant t o

Testimony teten on behalf OJ

Residence of

than tpo years pspyen,

Ihe marriaae

The adulteryc

An agreenent

support of the children- has

incorporated in the decree e

each M i l summoned and answers by solicitor.

? plaintiff in cross bi l l .

plaintiff in cross bill in l^ryland for more

proTen,

if defendant to cross bill proven,

between the jparties- touching the custody and

been filed and^its temrs are- substant ially

Emitted.

..?.....̂ .̂ !̂ .....®l..§PJ§®

Caj3e_. s j & M ; y j . ^

Auditor a n i Master.

Fe© | 9 pa id . May 24th, 1921.



CIRCUIT COURT

0F.7EH H« U0SH1S

- Y 8 -

SCSIE no IBIS

CEO SS B ILL.

SUSIE 110 ERE
- T 7 S —

•©•YEI-Hif-HOi&HI-S-ic

The within is a proper decree to be passed
in this case.



Decree of Divorce

H. ITORRIS
- vs -

SUSIE 1TOBRIS

CROSS BILL.

SUSIE HOliHIS

-vs-

IN THE

Circuit Court
OF

BALTIMORE CITY

Term, 19 2 1 '

This cause standing ready for hearing and being duly submitted, the proceedings were by the

Court read and considered. iff

It is thereupon, this 01. day of ^l^^m^UM , A. D.. 1921

by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, Adjudged, Ordered and Decreed, that the said - - - - -

i n t h e c r o s s b i l l
the above named Complainant/be and she is hereby DIVORCED A VINCULO MATRIMONII from the

Defendant, ..t O.the..C.3
original "bill of
her.aby.-.d;Lsmi8-sed-.

A1ID IS IS IPUREHER OBDEBED that said Susie llorris shall have the

H« ftorris vs , Susie IJorri s "bo and the same is

gtmrdlariship and custody of Irene Ilorris, one of the minor children of

the parties in the proceedings mentioned, and that said Owen H. liorris
shall" pay "sa'i"d'""susl"e

o r i i e r of t h i s Court*

Oven. H. Korris, shall have the guardianship and custody of Jaiaes 0*

•with privilege to said Susie liorris to have access to and hare said

children with her a t a l l reasora tie t imes, and that said Owen H. IJorrls

shall be charged with the support and maintenance of said two children,
•b'rcter"'o'f'"t"ia;s"0"6uiit".'

And it is further Ordered, That the said M e n . H . Hpr r i s
pay the cost of this proceeding.

FORM 4—BM—1-1-19.



uwen- iJorria-,- -(colored)
Sykesville,

Carroll County, Md.

ORDER OF COURT



FORM i9

Susie Norris IN THE

vs.

.Qwe.nJfor.rig....

CIRCUIT COURT
OF

BALTIMORE CITY

Ordered by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City this .'.... .day of. . . .

that the.. .̂ ©.f dndsUlt >• -0^611 -WOniSj ' appear before this Court in person,

on the. .*̂ ? day of •Apiil > 19^2> a^ 10 o'clock A. M., and then and there show cause,

if any he may have, why he should not be punished for contempt of this Honorable Court in not obeying

se
of this Court passed on the .21s t . day of.-.. DgpSIJijTQX. , 19l21, directing the

$2 .00 pe r week • -+-\PP C . ,- . - ,,
payment of A-Hmwrvr-pemiewteH-k*-, by him to the p l a i n t I I I , bUSie l i O H l S , lOr trie

support of tKeir child
provided a copy of this Order be served on the^aid O.Weil. ̂ .on or before the.

/f
21 Dec. 1921. Decree for $2.00 per wek

for support of child.

Mo payments made under said decree.

13 weeks arrearages at $2.00 per week - $26.00.

Not payable thru Prisoners Aid Ass'n.



SykesYille, Carroll Co,., lit.

ORDER OF COURT



FORM 19

SUSIE B, NORRIS

QWEST H . flQBRIS

IN THE

CIRCUIT COURT
OF

BALTIMORE CITY

Ordered by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City this ' ' ' day of July 192 2

that the defendant, Owen H. Norris appear before this Court in person,

on the ' ( da} oi July , 19 22at 10 o'clock A. M., and then and there show cause,

if any he may have, why he should not be punished for contempt of this Honorable Court m not obey-
Decree

ing the 0j*de* of this Court passed on the 21at day of December
$2 per week for support of chi ld

payment of AfenonT,-pxaideHte-irte, by him to the p l a i n t i f f * Susie E>

provided a copy of this Order be served on the said defendant

on or before the r Jf day of July , 1922 •

, 19 21, directing the

10 weeks arrearages,
from April 10 to June 26, 1922 $20.00

-\



3.1V nJ;3

J. STEWARD DAVIS

ATTORNEY AT LAW

215 SAINT PAUL PLAGE



<DV/3LTV/

V j . : IH ?I1S CIRCUIT COUSI

SUSI3 1TOERIS

(Or : 11)

-U3.IE KOHRIS : 01

Y3.

COT:: II.ITOHRIS : BJ&TIMORE CITY.

TO THE KOUOTUBLE.THS JUDGE'OF SAID COURT:

I . Tli. 1st d,, ' •je:aber,I92It the pe t i t i one r

was divorced A Vinoulo li^triraonii firbm'the said Owen H.lTorris,

•JJTT tv.i ° HcnoraTale •""--.vt, u""'! tha t in ' ••-.-.-•: ^.ivorc-'r.j "^--r

pe t i t i one r , the custody of 3amen ITorris and Ophelia llorrle

(.ainor children of Owen K.iror>*i8 and ;roiir r e ' t i ' t i0 I l e r ) was granted

unto " - o r r i s , moth'" ^ ." -• ' ' is.

'".• 2ha,t the r;-:iri T-aura "orris,moth' ' ^ i s , IIHS

Ir..- i ' t-•; •• ' Jhat Ophe"1 :ris ir> r,ow .vith ;:o\ir pe t i t i one r ,

• . . " T - ••• ' i : - . c r :• - " - i s .

• r . xhat the conditions at the home of the said James Eorrir

_recltide the "hô .r: from "beii- nr

pi - '*'•• " ... r_..-.-... n ", '" 3e of the- tforem«ntioned

-•...•-:•• M o r r i s .

PP.AYS

'..) J.i:.^ tin. •hi.-..'.-i>v a s r̂ -1---- ' ̂  r"""' " " "" o e

1921 ' onde- rant the care ~ oustod,

Korris and James ITorris to Susie iTorris.

('•) " oth'/.-' " f.-urther - "• " 3 the case may' r equ i re .

' 'j-orneys •?•-••- P e t i t i o n e r



Ordered this 1924 by the Circuit



Owen H. Norris • ' In Ths

, Circuit Court

n) <* * " * » » City.

Susie Norris

VS.

Owen H. Norris

Orderedthis 20th day of October 1924, by the Circuit Court
of Baltimore City that Owen H. Norris,show cause on or before November
3rd 1924, why prayer in this Petition should not be granted, a copy of
this Order to be served on the said Oven H. Norris ,on or before October
27th 1924.

Charles F. Stein

TRUE COPY
TEST,


