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J. STEWARD DAVIS 

GEORGE W EVANS 

DAVIS X EVANS 
A T T O R N E Y S AT LAW 

215 S A I N T P A U L P L A C E 

B A L T I M O R E 

November 12,1935 

George Keiffner,Esq.t 
Asst. City Solicitor, 
Court House, 
City. 

Dear sir:-

Have heard nothing in the matter of your 
suggestion of settlement of the case of Elsie Tate 
Vs. City. Said case was passed two weeks for settle
ment Sept. 30,1925 in Superior Court before Judge 
Frank. May I be advised of the City's pleasure? 

Very truly yours, 

DAVIS & EVAHS 



Ill W3 SUPERIOR COURT Off 

BALTIMORE CITY. 

RUPU3 TATE 

VS. 

THE MAYOR A33D CITY COUICIL 
OF BALTIMORE, a body co r -
p o r a t e , 
HOIAHD L.GRISE M 3 CORA 
L.EVAHS 

R E L E A S E 

M r . O l e r k : -

P l e a s e f i l e . 

^ A > W ^ 
ATTQRHEY3 i'OR PLAIHTIJ?i? 

J. STEWARD DAVIS 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

215 SAINT PAUL PLACE 

BALTIMORE, MD, 

BAUMGARTEN & CO., INC . 



KHOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS: 

KHOW YE, That Rufus Tate has remised,released and fb r-

ever discharged, and "by these presents does for his heirs, ex

ecutors and administrators, remise, release and forever 2. soh arge 

the said Mayor and City Council of Baltimore of and from all and 

every manner of action and actions, cause and causes of action, 

suits, dehts, dues, sums of monejr, accounts, reckonings, "bonis, 

hills, specialties, covenants, contracts, controversies, agree

ments, premises, variances,trespasses, damages, judgments, extents, 

executions, claims and demands whatsoever, in law or in equity, 

which against said Mayor and City Council of Baltimore ever had, 

now have, or which he or his heirs, executors or administrators, 

hereafter can, shall or may have, for,upon, or "by reason of my 

wife, Elsie Tate,having been injured Dec*I3,I924 on the sidewalk 

of Oxford Street,Baltimore City or any cause or thing whatsoever 

from the "beginning of the world to the day of the date of these 

presents. 

IB[WITNESS WHEREOF,he has hereunto set his hand and 

seal the I 1 day of in the year one thousand,nine 

hundred and twenty five. 

(RA/^A ~S*£ Signed,and Delivered in 
the presence of v ' \ (SEAL) 



IH THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 

BALTIMORE OITY. 

ELSIE TATE 

VS. 

THE MAYOR AMD OITY COUNCIL 
OF BALTIMORE, a body c o r 
p o r a t e , 
HOWARD L.CRISE AIJD CORA 
L.EVAHS 

R E L E A S E 

M r . C l e r k : -

P l e a s e f i l e . 

AITOiffiEYS FOR PLAINTIFF, 

J. STEWARD DAVIS 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

213 SAINT PAUL PLACE 

BALTIMORE. MD. 

8AUMGARTEN & CO., INC . 



KflOY/ ALL MBH BY THESE PRESENTS: 

THAT I, Elsie Tate, have remised, released and forever 

discharged, and by these presents do for my heirs, executors and 

administrators, remise,release and forever discharge the said 

Mayor and City Council of Baltimore of and from all and every 

manner of action and actions, cause and causes of action, suits, 

debts, dues, sums of money, accounts, reckonings, bonds, bills, 

specialties, covenants, contracts, controversies, agreements, 

premises, variances, trespasses, damages, judgments, extents, 

executions, claims and demands whatsoever, in law or in equity, 

whicli^&gainst said Mayor and City Council of Baltimore ever had, 

now have, or which I, or my heirs, executors or administrators, 

hereafter can, shall or may have, for, xipon, or by reason of my 

having been injured Dec*I3,1924 on the sidewalk of Oxford Street, 

Baltimore City or any cause or thing whatsoever from the beginning 

of the world to the day of the date of these presents. 

Ill WIIBB8S 'HEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and 

seal the (0 day of ,one thousand, nine hundred and 

twenty five. 

Sigloed, Sealed and delivered 
in the presence of 

Hk b?MA Xkij, (SEAL) 



P H I L I P B. P E R L M A N . 
CITY SOLICITOR 

W I R T A. D U V A L L . JR.. 
DEPUTY CITY SOLICITOR 

•' Trial Division 
A L L E N A. DAVIS ( IN CHARGE) 
GEORGE E. K I E F F N E R 
PAUL F. D U E 
J O H N F. O Y E M A N 
W. H E R D M A N S C H W A T K A 

Collections 
J O H N J. M c C U S K E R 

Claims 
W I L L I A M B. H E N K E L 

(Eti|j of fcltmtare 

d e p a r t m e n t of JUafa 
217 COURT HOUSE 

BALTIMORE. MD. 

Special Assistants 
EBEN J. D. CROSS 
CHARLES C. WALLACE 

Real Estate Division 
A L F O N S O V O N W Y S Z E C K I 
F R A N K D R I S C O L L 
ROBERT KANTER 

Judgments and Taxes 
S Y D N E Y R. T R A U B 
S T E P H E N J. M C D O N O U G H 
W I L L I A M LOVITT 

W. W A L L A C E R H Y N H A R T . 
CLERK 

jJlle Ho. 40896 October 15th, 1925. 

Mr. Ph i l ip B. Perlman, 
City So l i c i to r . 

In re- Elsie l a t e vs . M. & C. C , 
et a l . 

Dear Sir : 

She p l a i n t i f f i n t h i s case sustained a f a l l as the 
resu l t of the defective condition of the sidewalk in front of the 
property 505 Oxford S t ree t , on the night of December 13th l a s t , and was 
caused to suffer a fractured limb. 

Our inves t igat ion shows that the sidewalks of Nos. 503, 
505 and 507 Oxford Street were in a very di lapidated and dangerous con
d i t i on . As a matter of fact there were more bricks missing from the 
footway than those remaining. Pedestrians walking over the pavement 
and children playing in the d i r t created holes and i t was in one of these 
depressions that the p l a i n t i f f f e l l . The Highways Department admits 
that notice vsas served on the owner of the property on October 29th, 
1924, to repave these sidewalks. In t h e i r report to t h i s office they 
write as fo l lons j -

"As the Highways Department served these 
notices on October 29th l a s t , and must give owner 
twenty-one days according to law to meet the require
ments, the period would extend to November 20th l a s t . 
I t was then and has been since too cold to lay oement 
and that i s why these sidewalks have not been repaved 
by City up to present t ime. 

The demurrer f i led on behalf of the owner of these 
proper t ies , a co-defendant with the City in the s u i t , was sustained, with 
the resu l t that the City was l e f t the sole defendant in the case. 

In addit ion to the bad condition of the sidewalk, I 
find that t h i s s t ree t i s very dark at night and the l ight ing f a c i l i t i e s , 
being very poor, did not disclose these defects even t o a careful or pirudent 
pedestr ian. There i s no doubt that these conditions existed for a con
siderable length of time and a l together the facts are such that we deemed 
i t wise to endeavor to effect a compromise in the s u i t . 

Attorney J . Stewart Davis or ig inal ly asked a settlement 
of $1500.00 in th i s case . Subject to your approval, we have offered 



- 2 -

him a compromise of $200.00, with the understanding that the release 
be executed by both Mr. and Mrs. Tate in favor of the Mayor and City 
Council of Baltimore. 

W.B.H. 
H. H. S . 

Very t ru ly y£«rs , 

I concur in the above settlement. 

APPHOVSDj 
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CITY OF BALTIMORE 

BERNARD L. CROZIER 
HlGHWATS K.VUIKEEH 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS 

SUB.DEPARTMENT 

H I G H W A Y S E N G I N E E R 

January 9, 1925. 

Mr. Wm. B. Henkel, 
Claim Adjuster, 
Law Dept. 

Dear Sir: 

In reply to yours of December 29th, last, 
Elsie Tate, 563 Oxford 
sustained when she 
of 505 Oxford Street, 
the footway, on Decem-
herewith a report 

concerning the claim of Mrs. 
Street, for personal injurSes 
fell on the sidewalk in front 
due to defective condition in 
ber 13th, last, I am enclosing 
furnished by Mr. 
case. 

W. Chas. Mehrten, which covers the 

If there is any further information desired, 
kindly advise. 

Yours truly, 

OWWsCR 

Copy to Mr. B. L. Crozier 

ASSISTANT EITGISBER, 
For: Bernard L. Crozier, 

Highways Engineer. 



January 9, 1925. 

Mr. C. W. Whittle, 
Asst. Engineer, 
Highways Department. 

Dear Sir: 

Referring to Mr. Henkel's letter concerning claim of 
Mrs. Slsie Tate, 563 Oxford St., as a result of a fall December 
13, 1924, on sidewalk in front of 505 Oxford St., beg to report 
as follows: 

Mrs. Tate states that about 9 P.M. on December 13th, 
last, she had left the grocery store of MrI Abel Goldstein, 501 
Oxgord St.,(where she had just started to deal) with her husbaid 
and was preceding him going west on Oxford St., when in front of 
505 her foot slipped, or caught or turned over a brick in this 
sidewalk, causing her to fall with head toward street. Her right 
limb doubled beneath her as she fell causing same to break several 
inches above ankle. Her husband carried her back into store of 
Mr. Goldstein and as she could not walk alone carried her home. 
A physician was summoned (name unknown to Mrs. Tate) and he 
dressed her lirab and advised she go to hospital in morning. Her 
husband carried her, next day, to street car and thence to 
University Hospital at Lombard & Greene Sts. At the hospital 
it was found her right leg was broken, and it was set and she 
was carried back home. Her husband has taken her there four 
times since in a similar manner and must again take her Jan. 10. 
At present her leg is in a cast and she is unable to care for 
her household duties, having nine cMldren , the youngest a 
baby, and husband who is a paperhanger, is out of work. 

On Oct. 29, 1924, the Highways Dept. served notice on 
all property owners in the 500 block of Oxford St- to repave 
their sidewalks, some complied but the south side of this block 
which is owned principally by Howard L. Crise, Realtor, south
west cofner Madison Ave. and Dolphin St., has not been touched. 
It is in deplorable condition, but Mr. Crise will not consider 
repaving according to op Mr. Abel Goldstein, 501 Oxford St. 

Mr. Goldstein informed me he was the party who notified 
the Highways Dept. of the condition of these pavements, and 
after he had one so, Mr. Crise said to him, I would like to know 
who had the nerve to notify the City about these pavements. Mr. 
Goldstein,in presence of his wife,told him it was he. Well, he 
said it won't do you any good as I have too much pull up town, 
they won't make me pave them. When the notices were handed to 
Mr. Crise by theTifferent tenants, Mr. & Mrs. Goldstein both 
claim they saw him tear them up and iterate his former statement 
about his pull. He is the owner of property tenanted by Mrs. 
Tate at 563 and the intervening houses between place of accident 
at 505. 

Mrs. Tate claims she went toward #505 very seldom, al
ways having p:one west on Oxford St. toward Pennsylvania Ave., 
but i± has lived in this block eight years and says the sidewalks 



Mr. Chas. I. Whittle. #2. 1/9/25. 

all along this block have been in bad condition for a long time, 
just how long she cannot say, but over a year at least. °~vAs the 
Highways Dept. served these notices on October 29, last, and must 
give^ owner 21 days according to lav/ to meet the requirements, the 
period would extend to November 20, last. It was then and has 
been since too cold to lay cement and that is why these sidewalks 
have not been repaved by City up to present time."'' As Mr. Crise 
has shown a public disregard for the notices served on him and 
having had ample time before freezing weather to replace these 
pavements, I consider him the direct cause for present condition 
of sidewalks. 

Mr. Goldstein verifies Mrs. Tate's statement throughout 
even to detail of her having dealt with him for the first time 
the night of her accident. 

This is a very dark street at night, the light being poor. 

Yours truly, 

GENERAL INVESTIGATOR. 



CITY SOLICITOR'S OFFICE 

January 13thf 1925, 

Mr* Howard L» Criae, 
W. Cor. Madleon Ave. & Dolphin S t . , 

iltimore, Md. 

) 
Jar S ir : 

Will you kindly oal l at thia offioe at 

10.30 A.M.* Thursday, January 15th, to take up with me the 

matter of the alleged acoident to Mrs. Alioe Tate, which i s 

aaid to have occurred on the sidewalk in front of 505 Oxford 

Street, on Deoembe 

the owner of this property. 

I understand that you are 

Very truly yu. y u v s . 

W.B.H. 
R«S» S• Claim Adjuster. 



\ 

GEORGE G. HENRY 
CHIEF INSPECTOR 

P O L I C E D E P A R T M E N T 
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF INSPECTOR 

JOHN J. SANTRY 
CHARLES E. HURLEY 
GEORGE E. LURZ 

INSPECTORS 

January 5, 1925. 

Mr. ffm. B. Henkel, 
Claim A d j u s t e r , 
Department of Law, 
Court House, C i t y / 

Dear S i r : 

1. Following your request of December 29, I am 

attaching hereto report submitted by the Commanding 

Officer of the northwestern District, in connection with 

accident to one Mrs. Hlsie Tate, 563 Oxford Street, who 

claims she v/as injured in a fall on the sidewalk in front 

of 505 Oxford Street, on December 15 last. 

Yours very truly, 

George G. Her^ 
Chief I n s p e c t o r . 

k - e n c . 



t » IMfi 9-1-24 PI 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 
CITY OF BALTIMORE FvEP^3Fx I 

ITorthwestern DISTRICT Jan, 4 , 192fi 192 

EROli: CO. ITorthwestern D i s t r i c t 

TO: George G.Henry, Chief Inspector 

SUBJECT: Accident - Mrs.Elsie Tate 

Sergeant Edw.L.Hitzelberger reports r e l a t i ve to the alledged accident 

of Elsie Tate (c) age 25 years , 563.Oxford St , that about 8:45 I.M. December, 13, 

1924 while she was walking on Oxford St , and when infront of 505 Oxford St , 

which property is owned by Harry l . C r i s e , L.V/.Cor. Madison Ave, and Dolphin St , 

she f e l l on the footway, on the account of the condition of said footway, and 

broke her r ight leg between the ankle and knee. She was given 1st,Aid by 

Dr.Thompkins, 1019 Druid Hil l Ave, and l a t e r went to the University Hospital 

where the broken limb was s e t . 

P»£» - The condition of th i s footway has been reported several times by 

Off ,Chas.A.l.each, who also in conjunction with the reports had a r ep 

r e s e n t e e of the Highways Engineers* Office to look af te r same about 

seven weeks ago. 

Very respectfully 

auuri/fUcA^ais/8.A/(2&C 
Lieut . Nicholas B.Gatch 

. Acting Captain 
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J. FREDERICK HEMPEL, M. D., 
BUREAU OF SANITATION 

C. HAMPSON JONES, M. D., 
COMMISSIONER AND REGISTRAR, V. S. 

J. FREDERICK JHEMPEL, M. D., 
ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER 

REED GAITHER, 
SECRETARY 

H E A L T H DEPARTMENT 

Apri l 27 th , 1925. 

Hj»« fc»* a* Henkel, 

Claim Adjuster, 

217 Court House, City. 

Dear Sir:-

Enclosed herewith please rind the report of one 

of our Health Officers, Dr. J. G. ilcSae, who made an examination 

of Elsie Tate, 563 Oxford street, as requested in your communication 

of April 24th, 1925. 

Trusting you will find this report satisfactory, we 

are, 

Very truly yours, 

y^^^yti^x* 

Dr. J . Freder ick Kempel, 
A s s i s t a n t Commissioner of Hea l t h . 

JFH/vW. 



c* < * • 

J. FREDERICK HEMPEL, M. D., 
BUREAU OF SANITATION 

iPJSjfc 

H E A L T H DEPARTMENT 

C. HAMPSON JONES, M. D., 
COMMISSIONER AND REGISTRAR, V. S. 

J. FREDERICK HEMPEL, M. D., 
ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER 

REED GAITHER, 
SECRETARY 

April 27th, 1925. 

Br. J . Frederick Henpel, 
Assistant Commissioner of Health. 

Dear Dr. Hempel:-

Report of examination of Elsie Tate, 563 Oxford 
s t r ee t , as per your request . 

Examination of r ight leg shows a callous formation, 

lower third of t i b i a , no deformity, function not impaired except on ex

treme flexion of leg on thigh, a t which time she complains of pain in 

region of knee-cap and tendons leading thereto. Treated primarily by 

Dr. Thompkins, Dec. 13th, a t University Hospital , December 14th, and 

thereafter for 7 weeks, during w^ich time she wore a cas t . Functions 

apparently normal except when kneeling or for similar acts which require 

extreme flexion of knee on thigh. 

Was told by Els ie Tate that she suffered a broken 

leg because of a fa l l on defective pavement in front of 50b Oxford s t r ee t , 

on December 13th. This callous foimation above referred to was noted at 

the point where sh© claims leg was broken and represents the healing pro

cess. 
Bespectfully submitted, 

vW. 

t^n^/dc Jftsd-
J . G. McEae, L. D., 

Health Officer, Dis t . 2 -C. 



J. STEWARD DAVIS PLAZA 2471 GEORGE W. EVANS 

DAVIS & EVANS 
ATTORNEYS AT L A W 

215 S A I N T P A U L PLACE 

BALTIMORE, MD. 

April 8,1925 

William B.Henkel,Claim Adjuster, 
City S o l i c i t o r ' s Office, 
217 Court House, 
Ci ty . 

Dear s i r : -

In answer to yours of the 6th ins t get we 

"beg to advise you that Mrs.Elsie Tate was attended 

at the University Hospital. We would refer you to 

A.l.Lomas,M.D. Superintendent of said institution. 

Mrs.Tate's address is 563 Oxford Street. ...» 

Very truly yours, 

DAVIS & EVAUS 

JSD:F. BY j . S f c f c ^ ^ 



J. STEWARD DAVIS PLAZA 2471 GEORGE W. EVANS 

DAVIS & EVANS 
ATTORNEYS AT L A W 

215 S A I N T P A U L P L A C E 

BALTIMORE, MD. 

Deo.22,1924 

City Solicitor, 

Court House, 

City. 

Dear sir:-

We have been retained by Mrs. Elsie Tate 

of 563 Oxford St., which Mrs.Tate was injured on the 

side walk in front of 505 Oxford St. Said accident 

occured Dec.13,1924. The cause of accident was de

fective condition of sidewalk. First aid was adminis

tered her by Dr.Thompkins of 1019 Druid Hill Ave. 

She is now being treated at the University Hospital. 

We will be pleased to arrange an appointment 

with you relative to settlement of our client's claim. 

Very truly yours, 

DAVES & EVA1JS 

JSDrHCF. B Y ^ , § t l u ) a A i ^ a J ^ 



CITY SOLICITOR'S OFFICE J 

April 24th, 1925. 

Dr. J. Fred. Hempel, 
Assistant Commissioner of Health. 

Margin 

Kindly arrange to have one of your assistants 

oa l l upon Mrs. Elsie Tate, 563 Oxford Street, for a physical examina

tion to ascertain the extent of personal injuries whioh she i s a l l eg 

ing she reoeivad on December 13th, 1924, In a f a l l on the sidewalk in 

front of 505 Oxford Street. Suit has been instituted against the 

Mayor and City Counoll cf Baltimore and the owner of the property as a 

result of this alleged accj 

Very truly yours* 

W.B.H. 
E.R.S. 

•ttai-ciiaore 

identk 

Claim Adjuster. 



CITY SOLICITOR'S OFFICE 

April 6th, 1925, 

Messzse* 3avia & Evanw, 
215 St. Paul S%, 
Baltimore, Md. 

jntlemenj 

^Jfe-«£uld l ike to havs a physloal examina

tion ; 

supplying us with her address and the name of the attending 

physloian. 

e of ycur c l i ent , S l s ie Tate, and would appreciate you 

'ttte /reoeipt of this information we wi l l 

request our doctor to get into ooramunloation with your c l i ent ' s 

physician and arrange for this examination* 

Very truly yours* 

W.B.H. 
R.R.S. Jlaim Adjuster. 



CITY SOLICITOR'S OFFICE 

March 11th, 1925* 

>• Davis & Brans* 
215 St. Paul Place, 
Baltimore. Maryland. 

I am enclosing herewith copies 

of plea* v&ich I have today filed in the cases of 

Elsie 3ate and Rufus Tate vs. the Mayor and City 

Council *f Baltimore et 

Very truly yours. 

Assistant caty Solicitor* 

GEKP-Q 



DEPARTMENT OF LAW 

COURT HOUSE 

BALTIMORE, MD. 

REt Rufus Tate v s . The Mayor and 
C i t y Council of Bal t imore e t a l , 
and E l s i e Tate v s . The Mayer 
and C i ty Council of Bal t imore 
e t a l . 

George E. K ie f fne r , E s q . , 
Assistant City Solicitor. 

Dear S i r r 

Writ has just been served upon the City in 

the above entitled case. 

Kindly take charge of the same and see that 

the proper defences are seasonably interposed on behalf 

of the City. 

Very truly yours, 

ALLEN A DAVIS, 

Asst. City Solicitor. 



(WRIT OF SUMMONS) 

STATE OF MARYLAND, 
BALTIMORE CITY, to wit: 

To THE SHERIFF OF BALTIMORE CITY, GREETING : 

You are hereby commanded to summon 

The tfayor & Ci ty Council of Bal t imore and 

Howard L. Cr ise and Cora I . iivans 

of Baltimore City, to appear before the Superior Court of Baltimore City, to be held at the Court House in the 

same city, on the second Monday of ! .fiSt, to answer 

an action at the suit of . ?* .?*? . . . . ?£*• 

and have you then and there this writ. 

Witness, the Honorable JAMES P. GORTER, Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench of Baltimore City, 

the M*k day of ?*??. 192 6 

Issued * * * day of ***$* /Z&2 6 ~ 

^^^..^.^?^L c^T 



You have been summoned to appear in Court on the Second Monday of I'tt-tch 192. jjPersonal at
tendance in Court on the day named is not required; but, unless within such number of days thereafter as 
the law limits, legal defense Is made to the above mentioned suit, a judgment by default may be entered 
against you. 

NO m 2 6 3 / 1 9 f &. ct. 

...!Mjt...$lktA. 

1-8. 

l i f t r 1 flitj (ITf Mil • ! »i 

Writ of Summons 
and copy 

3 Copy of Nar, and Notice to Plead Within 
to be served on Defendant. 

MJ.%$..A.M.mM. 
Attorney. 

Filed day of 192 



(WRIT OP SUMMONS) 

STATE OF MARYLAND, 
BALTIMORE CITY, to wit: 

To THE SHERIFF OF BALTIMORE CITY, GREETING : 

You are hereby commanded to summon 

^..**W..AM1&.M\m\l\..**. toll*—1». JU* 
M™&M..A*.Sjl9a...m&..£x>£a.M....jtx±Mm..2xaxks 

of Baltimore City, to appear before the Superior Court of Baltimore City, to be held at the Court House in the 

same city, on the second Monday of...s:S£P.ft...*$S*. MMf to answer 

an action at the suit of R$£M...?£.1«S. 

and have you then and there this writ. 

Witness, the Honorable JAMES P. GORTER, Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench of Baltimore City, 

.n, 12 t h , , Jan 1IUJ 
the day of ..: 192^ 

Issued E t k day of KM&fe >92 5 

^^A^, £%@5Z&. 
.Clerk. 



You have been summoned to appear in Court on the Second Monday of....U&CG.h 192..gPersonal at
tendance in Court on the day named is not required; but, unless within such number of days thereafter as 
the law limits, legal defense is made to the above mentioned suit, a judgment by default may be entered 
against you. 

No£.7.a 263/19E5 Su. Ct. 

Jiufua...rxa.tfl. 

vs. 

J::MP.?...^...City...£oim.cll...et.jal 

Writ of Summons 
apfl copy 

!&Copy of Nar, and Notice to Plead Within 
to be served on Defendant. 

MJ.%S...k.MMJOS 
Attorney. 

Filed day of 192 



P H I L I P B. PERLMAN 
CITY SOLICITOR. 

W I R T A. DUVALL. JR. 
DEPUTY CITY SOLICITOR 

FRANK ORISCOLL. 

W HERDMAN SCHWATKA 

fcBEN J. D CROSS. JR. 
ALLEN A. D A V I S 

ALLAN CLEAVELAND. 

ASSISTANT CITY SOLICITORS 

ippartumtt at iOaro 
ftaul 3F. SUP. (Elerh 

fflourt ijirusi? 

lalttmurr, fffih. 

CHAS. C. WALLACE. 

GEORGE E. KIEFFNER. 

ALFONSO VON WYSZECKI , 

SYDNEY R. T R A U B 

J O H N J. M C C U S K E R . 

STEPHEN J. M C D O N O U G H 

ROBERT KANTER 

ASSISTANT CITY SOLICITORS 

W M B. HENKEL. 
CLAIM ADJUSTER 

IN REPLY RSFIR TO FILH NO 

December 24, 1924, 

Ao%M 

Mr. ffm. B. Henkel, 
Ass't City Solicitor, 

Dear Mr. Henkel; 

I enclose herewith letter from 

Messrs. Davis & Evans, in regard to the claim of Mrs 

Elsie Tate. 

Will you please look into this 

matter. 

Very truly yours, 

PHILIP B. PERLMAN, 

P/H 
Encl. 

City Solicitor 



CITY SOLICITOR'S OFFICE 

December 29th, 1924 

Messrs. Davis & Evans, 
215 St. Paul St., 
Baltimore, Md. 

Dear Sir: 

Tour letter of December 22nd, addressed to the 

City Solicitor, making olaim against the Mayor and City Council of 

been handed to me for 

attention and final disposJ 

x— /\ J \ 

This matter is being investigated and upon the 

completion of the same, X shall advise you as to my findings. 
Tery truly youx 

W.B.H. 
R» E • S • 

Baltimore on behalf of Mrs. Els ie 

posi t ion. 

Claim Adjuster. 



CITY SOLICITOR'S OFFICE 

December 29th, 1924. 

Mr. George G. Henry, 
Chief Inspector* 
Police Department. 

Dear Sir: 

December 13th, 1924, Mrs. Elsie Tate, 563 oxford 

Street, claims, through her attorney, that she was Injured in a f a l l 

on the sidewalk in front of 505 Oxford Street, due to the defective condl 

t ion of the footway. 'yf / \ \ 

Will you kindly furnieh me with a copy of the police 

report of this alleged accident, together with the names and addresses 

of any witnesses. <N—' 

Very truly yours, 
v 

W.B.H. 
R.B.S. Claim Adjuster. 



CITY SOLICITOR'S OFFICE 

December 29th, 1924. 

Mr. Bernard L. Crozier, 
Highways Engineer. 

Dear Sirj 

On December 13th, 1924, Mrs. Elsie Tate, 563 Oxford 

Street, claims, through her attorney, that she was injured in a fall on the 

sidewalk in front of 505 oxford Street, due to the defective condition in 

the footway. It is stated that Mrs. Tate was first attended by Dr. Thompkins, 

1019 Druid Hill Avenue, and that she is new being treated at the University 

Hospital. X^\ 

I would like to be advised as to whether or not your 

department had any knowledge as to the alleged defective condition of the 

sidewalk and I should also like to be furnished with any additional infonnation 

which you might have in the matter, together with statements, names and addresses 

of any witnesses. v 

Yery truly yours. 

W.B.H. 
B.B.S. Claim Adjuster. 



CITY SOLICITOR'S OFFICE 

January 19th, 1925. 

Messrs. Davis * Evans. 
215 St. Paul St., 
Baltimore, Ml. 

intlemen: 

If convenient, will you kindly eall at this 

offioe at 10.30 Wednesday, January 21st, relative to the matter 

of the olaim of your olient, Mies Blsle Tate. 

Yery truly yours, 

W.B.H. 
R.R.S. A, 1 

X Olaim Adjusts: 

(7\ he> /-Jut )fa^J^ '*ZJ 



CITY SOLICITOR'S OFFICE 

January 26th, 1925. 

Mr. Howard L. Crise, 
S. W. Gcr. Madison Ave. & Dolphin St., 
Baltimore, Ml. 

Dear Sir? 

10.30 A.M. 

Mrs. Elsie Tate. 

If convenient, I wish you would ca l l at this office at 

sday, J; anuary 28th, to further discuss with me the claim of 

] 
Very truly yotxre, 

W.B.H. 
R.R»S. 



RUFUS TATE 

V3. 

133 THE SUPERIOR COURT 

THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
OP BALTIMORE,a body cor
porate, 
HOWARD L. CRISE and 
CORA L.EVANS 

OF 

BALTIMORE CITY. 

Rufus Tate hy his attorneys, Davis and Evans, sues the 

Mayor and City Council of Baltimore City, a body corporate, 

Howard L.Crise and Cora L.Evans. 

I. For that at the time of the grievance hereinafter 

mentioned, the Mayor and City Council of Baltimore City, a body 

corporate was in duty bound to so maintain the public highways 

of Baltimore City so that they would not become dangerous to 
••MMMMMNMM **" mmm 

persons, who were lawfully using the same; that the other defend

ants were the owners of certain premises known as Bo. 503,505 

and 507 Oxford street in the City of Baltimore,State of Maryland; 

that the defendants negligently, illegally and wrongfully per

mitted the sidewalk before the aforementioned premises to remain 

in such a dilapidated and torn up condition that the said side

walk was dangerous to pedestrians lawfully and carefully walking 

upon the said Aidewalk. That the said sidewalk, before the afore

mentioned premises is a part of Oxford street, a public highway 

of the City of Baltimore. That on or about the I3th day of 

December,1924 the plaintiff's wife,Elsie Tate, while passing 

along said sidewalk and using due care and diligence on her part, 

fell into a depression in said sidewalk causing her to fracture 

one of her limbs and to otherwise become seriously injured ab out 

the head, body and limbs. 

That as a result of said accident, the plaintiff was 

deprived of and lost the services and society of his wife, the 



said Elsie Tate for a long time, to wit: from thence,hitherto ; 

during all of which time the plaintiff was forced to and did 

spend divers sums of money in an effort to cure his wife, the 

said Elsie Tate, of her hurts and wounds occasioned as aforesaid. 

And the plaintiff says that the injuries of Blsie Tate 

and the plaintiff's damages suffered therefrom were caused hy 

reason of the negligence, carelessness and want of due care on 

the pert of the defendants and not through any negligence on 

the part of the plaintiff or Elsie Tate contributing directly 

thereto. 

WHEREFORE the plaintiff claims $5000.00 damages. 

' Tmwm Toirrixrwwr 

The Plaintiff elects to have this case tried before a 

Jury and prays leave of Court to do so. 

ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFF. 

TO THE DEFENDANTS: 

TAKE NOTICE: That on your appearance to this action in The 

Superior Court of Baltimore City, a rule will he entered re-

qxiiring you to plead to the aforesaid declaration within thirty 

days thereafter. 

ATTORNEYS FOR P M N T I F F , 



• 

• 
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CITY SOLICITOR'S OFFICE 

RUFU3 r2A.m, i 
a m SUBLRIQE COUHF 

VE. 
OF 

flB ilaYOil MD CI2T C0U11CIL : 
OF lUffJMfln, a body corporate, BAMttMORb GET, 
HOWARD L. CRISE and 
CORA L. KVAK8. 

oonee the ifeyor end City Council of 

3altlraore f a body corporate, otto of tho above naraed defendants, by 

City So l i c i to r Phi l ip B. Perlraan, i t s a t torney, and for a plea to 

the p la in t iff*a declarat ion f i led herein against i t sayst 

That it did not cosnait tho wrongs alleged. 

City So l i c i t o r , Attorney for aayor 
and City Council of Baltimore. 



B&S3B M B f IS fS3 SOTEXOS G08RS 

T3. 

«HS HATCH ASS OZVf OOtfBOU t 
Of 8AITX2IQR8, a body SO** 

B0WjsaS> L ORX3B AW 
COM 1.2ET13S 1 »i£fX»0a^ OlflTi 

Elsie fata , by her attorneys, Davie and Srans sua* 

the llayor and Oity OonnalX of Baltimore, a body oorporata^Bowaard 

L.Grise and Cora !•#»«&•• 

I* For that at the time of the grievBnoe hereinafter 

mentioned, the Mayor and City Council of Baltimore, a "body oor-

porate waa In duty bound to ao maintain tha public highways of 
• • 

Baltimore City eo that they would not become dangerous to persona 
* . :,f::: -JJi.^ * , - - * . , . , , - : . . , „ . , ; , 

who ware lawtully using tha earns s that tha other defendants war a 
ip^g^wawSffl**^^ MtiMNWWMiMMMMN 

the o^aere of oertain premises known ©a SOB, 50S»50§ ana 60? 

8*fora s t reet i s the City of Baltimore*state of Maryland; that 

the defendant* negligently, i i l egs l ly and wrongful!? permitted 
' ^ w w * a B > a « 1 « ' « w ^ ^ 

. . " . • . . . ' • 

the sidewalk before tha aforementioned premises, to remain in 

euoh a dilapidated end torn up oonditlon that the said sidewalk 

was dangerous to pedestrian* lawfully and carefully walking 

upon the eai<! sidewalk* fhat tha said sidewalk before tha afore-

mentioned premises la a part of Oxford street, a public highway 

of the Olty of Baltimore. That on or about the 13th day of 

Peoember#I9B4 the plaintiff, while passing along said sidewalk 

and using due oara and diligence on h«r part# fell into a de

pression In said sidewalk sensing h&e to fracture one of her 

limbs ara to otherwise heoome seriously injured about the head, 

body and limbs. 

fhat as a result of said accident the plaintiff was 



required to expend great some of money for medical attention, 
• 

nursing en& was Jcept from engaging in her usual duties for a 

long time and was otherwise damaged; and she elaims therefore, 

ten thousand (£10,000) dollars damages. 

—IMWBH m %umm. 

She Plaintiff eleots to have this ease tried before a 

Jury and prays leave of Court to do it*. 

km$sm m marmn 

TO TBB 33BFSHSMTSifAKS SOTICS: 

That on your appearance to this aetion in She Superior 

Court of BaltSaore City, a rule will he entered requiring you 

to plead to the aforesaid declaration within thirty days there

after. 





CITY SOLICITOR'S OFFICE 

ILSXI TATE, 

VS. 

THE UlXQi £SD CITJf COUiJCIL 
OF 14 M I MOM, a body c o r p o r a t e , 
HOWARD L. ORISE and 
CORA L. EVANS. 

IK IKE 

SUE&ilOR OOOli 

CF 

MLLTXKOS CITY. 

• * * • • I 

. 0,7 comes th*» fcfeyor and Ci City Council of B al t i raore, 

a body c o r p o r a t e o»e of ths above named defendants, by City so l i c i to r 

Phi l ip B. Perlman, i t s a t torney, and for a plea to the p la in t i f f*a 

declaration f i led herein against i t , says: 

That It did not commit the wrongs a l leged. 

City So l i c i t o r , Attorney for 
ilayor and City Council of Baltimore, 


