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MARY PURVEY : IN THE CIRCUIT COURT

VS. : OF

STEVEN PURVEY : BALTIMORE CITY

TO THE HONORABLE,THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

Your Oratrix complaining respectfully represents:

1. That she was married to her husband, Steven Purvey

on the 12th day of August, 1916 and with whom she resided until

the 6th day of December,1916 when the defendant deserted the

plaintiff.

2. That though the conduct of your Oratrix toward the said

defendant has always been kind,affectionate and above reproach,

he has, without any just cause or reason, abandoned and deserted

her and has declared his Intentions to live with her no longer,

and that such abandonment has continued uninterruptedly for

more than three years and is deliberate and final and the separa-

tion of the parties is beyond any reasonable expectatioimof re-

conciliation*

3. That your Oratrix has not lived or corhabited with the

said defendant aince said desertion*

4. That there is one child born as result of said marriage,

Clarence Purvey, age ten years for whom the plaintiff asks the

custody*

5. Your Oratrix is destitute and without means of financing

the expenses of this suit and she is advised by Counsel that she

is entitled to have an order passed by this Honorable Court

awarding her some amount as alimony pendente l i t e and some sum

certain to compensate her solicitors. The defendant is employed



and earns about thirty-five dollars $?BT week*

6. That both your Oratrix and the defendant are citizens

of the State of Maryland, having reside din Baltimore City for

more than three years prior to the filing of this Bill of Com-

plaint*

TO THE END,THEREFORE:

(a) That your Oratrix may be divorced A Vinculo Matrimonii

from the said Steven Purvey.

(b) That she may have the custody of her minor ch i ld ,

Clarence.

(c) Alimony and Counsel fee*

(d) Such other and further r e l i e f as her case may require*

May i t please your Honor to grant unto your Oratr ix

the Writ of Subpoena directed against the said Steven Purvey,

commanding and requiring him to be and-appear in th i s Court on

some day cer ta in to be named therein to answer the premises and

. abide by and perform such decree or order as may be passed therein*

AND as in duty bound,etc«

ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFF.
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Form 18—2M

EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland
Steven Purvey

1316 Laurens Street

of Baltimore City, Greeting:
WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, That all excuses set aside, you do within the time limited

by law, beginning on the second Monday of February next

cause an appearance to be entered for-you and your answer to be filed to the complaint of

Mary Purvey

against you exhibited in the Circuit Court of Baltimore City,

HEREOF fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril.

WITNESS, the Honorable JAMES P. GORTER, Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench of Baltimore

city, the 10th day of January 192 7.

Issued the 11th day of February , in the year 192 7.

MEMORANDUM: You are required to file your answer or other defense in the Clerk's Office, room 206,
in the Court House, Baltimore City, within fifteen days after return day.

(General Equity Rules 11)
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IN THE

CIRCUIT COURT
OF

BALTIMORE CITY

ORDERED By THE COURT this... // day

that the defendant.

pay to the plaintiff.

4

the sum of..

Dollars per week, during the continuance of this suit, accounting from the..

day of.....\w/*fC4^Z^<£<>£67 192..J...to the said plaintiff.

as alimony, pendente lite unless cause to the contrary be shown on or before

day cfy ..$£/.+*

- ...n>...i... •
on or before the

(the*: rT^.....o4X^..

192 / provided a copy of this Order be served on the said defendant

(/

TRUE COPY—TEST:

CLERK
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IN THE

CIRCUIT COURT
OF

BALTIMORE CITY

\

ORDERED BY THE COURT this /../. day.

that the defendant...;

pay to the

the sum of..

TERM, 192

.192

Dollars per week, during the continuance of this suit, accounting from the

day of \:j.uCStf^..££*U4- 192..J...to the said plaintiff

(I
as alimony, pendente lite unless cause to the contrary be shown on or before the.

a copy of this Order be served on the said defendantday ot ...^J.^jLtCM^C*'-^4^f 192 J provided

TRUE COPY—TEST:
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[Decree Pro Confesso]

(

IN THE

Circuit Court
OF

BALTIMORE CITY.

Term, 192

The Defendant having been duly summoned (mn*ifir4 fry nVr]?r nf PnhiiifttrMi) to appear to
the Bill of Complaint, and having failed to appear thereto, according to the exigency of the writ,
(eaidJJrdcr).

It is thereupon this v day of / V " " / in the year nineteen
hundred and twenty / Q ^ Z x - ^ - O " by the Circuit Court of^kltimore City, ADJUDGED, ORDERED and
DECREED, that the complainant is entitled to relief in the premises, and that the bill of Complaint be and
is hereby taken pro confesso against the defendant. But because it doth not certainly appear to what
relief the Plaintiff is entitled, it is further Adjudged, and Ordered, that one of the Examiners of this
Court, take testimony to support the allegations of the bill.
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vs.

Steven Purvey

Jn tb* Oltrrmt (Banxt

OF BALTIMORE CITY.

A Decree Pro Gonfesso. having been passed in the above cause,

and notice having been given me by the Solicitor for the.

of a desire to take testimony in the same, I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINGTON, one

of the Standing Examiners of the Circuit Courts of Baltimore City, under and by

virtue of an order of the above named Circuit Court, passed in said cause on the

*±$*P. day of ?.&. 19...?.?.., met on

the .?.*£**? day of «?£ly. in the year nineteen

hundred and l?_en;ty-_8eyen a t m v office, in the city of Baltimore, in the State

of Maryland, and assigned the thJtP.P. day of JLV1.?:?

in the same year at ...'?.? o'clock in the .?:•?...f.f.Z noon and the

office of ...^.e.?.s5..s/....?.a.Y.i.a....&...^^s..i in the City and State

aforesaid, as the time and place for such examination of witnesses in said cause;

at which last mentioned time and place I attended, due notice of such meeting

having been given, and proceeded in the presence of the Solicitor of the

P.^.^^.^.t to take the following depositions, that

is to say:—



MARY PURVEY : In the Circuit Court of

VS.
Baltimore City.

STEVEN PURVEY :

Testimony talcen before me, A. deRussy Sappington,

Examiner, in the offices of Messrs. Davis & Evans, in

Baltimore, on July 5th., 1927, at 2;00 P. M.

Mr. J. Stewart Davis appeared for plaintiff.

Thereupon

MARY PURVEY,

the plaintiff, of lawful age, produoed on her own behalf,

being duly sworn, testified as follows-.

By the Examiner:

Q State your name, residence and occupation?

A Mary Purvey, 3 Perm Street, Baltimore, practical

nurse.

Q Do you Icnow the parties to this suit?

A Yes, sir, I am the plaintiff and my husband is the

defendant.



By Mr. Davis*.

Q, When, where and by whom were you and your husband

married?

A On August 12th, 1916, by the Reverend Virgil, In

Baltimore, Maryland.

Q And you lived together until when?

A Until December 6th, 1916.

Q ^hich one of you left the other, and why?

A I left him because he threatened my life and he

had threatened me several times before. He threatened to

fcill me» and this day he threatened me with a razor.

Q Had these threats continued from the time of your

marriage?

A Yes, sir.

Q What was your conduct towards your husband?

A I treated him good.

Q Were you always a kind, faithful and affectionate

wifeito your husband?

A Yes, sir.

Q Did you give him any cause or reason to mistreat

you?

A None at all.



Q Has this desertion on the part of your husband

continued uninterruptedly since December 6th, 1916?

A Yes, sir.

Q Was it his deliberate and final act?

A Yes, sir.

Q Is there any hope of a reconciliation between you?

A None at all.

Q Have you been a resident of the City of Baltimore,

State of Maryland, for more than two years prior to the

filing of this Bill?

A Yes, sir, all my life.

Q. Is your husband a resident of Maryland?

A Yes, he has lived here practically all his life, too.

Q. Were any children born as a result of the marriage?

A One, Clarence Ellsworth Purvey, age nine.

Q Who has the child?

A I have. I have always had him.

Q Do you want the custody of the child?

• A Yes.

Q. How much is your husband contributing to the support

of the child?-

A Five dollars a weefc.



Q And you ask: that that be continaed?

A Yes, sir.

Q From the information you have received, what fcind

of work: does your husband do?

A He helps a contractor, cement work:.



GENERAL QUESTION

Do you know or can you state any

other matter or thing that may be to the benefit

or advantage of the parties to this suit, or either

of them, or that may be material to the subject of

this, your examination, or the matters in question

between th<a parties? If so, state the same fully

and at large in your answer.

A. -

<J



Thereupon

GERTRUDE KEVE,

a witness, of lawful age, produced on behalf of the

plaintiff, being duly sworn, testified as follows-.

By the Examinert

Q State your name, residence and occupation?

A Gertrude Keve, 3 Penn Street, Baltimore, I run

a coal and ice business.

Q Do you fcnow the parties to this suit?

A Yes, I am the Mrs; Purvey's mother.

By Mr. Davis:

Q Did you attend their wedding?

A Yes.

Q After the wedding, did they live together as husband

and wife and were they known in the community where they

lived as husband and wife?

A Yes.

Q She states the separation occurred on December 6th,

1916 because he threatened her life with a razor, - is that

correct?

A Yes, sir.
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Q Where did she go then?

A She came home with me and never returned to her

husband?

£} Did she complain of his having threatened her at

other times?

A Yes.

Q What was her conduct towards her husband?

A She was a very good wife to him.

Q Was she always a kind, faithful and affectionate

wife?

A Yes, sir.

Q Have you seen him since the separation?

A Yes, several times.

1 Has he ever indioated that he wanted to resume

marital relations with your daughter?

A No, - he said he didn't want to.

Q Have you talked to him about his daughter and

himself and their affairs?

A Yes, and he always said he didn't want to live with

her again.

Q, Has his abandonment of her continued uninterruptedly

from December 6th, 1916 down to the present time?

A Yes. sir.



Q. Have they ever lived or cohabited together

sinoe that time?

A No, sir.

Q Do you consider the separation his deliberate and

final act?

A Yes.

Q Is there any hope of a reconciliation between them?

A No, sir.

^ How long has your daughter, the plaintiff, lived in

Baltimore, Maryland?

A All her life. She was born hera and has lived here

all her life.

Q Is her husband a resident here, too?

A Yes, I know he has been here since 1916.

Q There is one child as a result of the marriage, nine

years old, - is that correct?

A Yes, air.

Q, Who has the oustody of the child?

A My daughter.

Q Is she a fit and proper person to have the care and

custody of the child?

A Yes. sir.
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Q With the help of her husband financially, will*

she be able to maintain and support the ohild and bring

him up proper 1.7?

A Yes, sir.



GENERAL QUESTION

Do you know or can you state any

other matter or thing that may be to the benefit

or advantage of the parties to thi3 suit, or either

of them, or that may be material to the subject of

this, your examination, or the matters in question

between tha parties? If so, state the same fully

and at large in your answer.

A. S~-



No other witnesses being named or produced before me, I then, at the request

of the Solicitor of the plai^iff

closed the depositions taken in said cause and now return them closed under my

hand and seal, on this .t.!.n.t.?. day of .4pr.il.

in the year of Our Lord nineteen hundred and....1^?.£lY.-.?A&kJi at the

City of Baltimore, in the State of Maryland.

(SEAL).
Examiner.

There are Q9. Exhibits with these depositions, to wit:

Plaintiff's Exhibit

Defendant's Exhibit

Examiner.

I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINGTON, the Examiner before whom the .fore-

going depositions were taken, do hereby certify that I was employed in assigning

a day, and taking the said depositions upon 1kY!.9. days, on „.?.„...

of which I was employed by the Plaintiff , and on.

by the Defendant

^ - - '" xaminer.
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vs.

IN THE

Circuit Court

S OF

BALTIMORE CITY

This case being submitted, without argument, it is ordered by the Court, this

day ofC)/ .//^^^%^,. , , 19^-^Tthat the same be and it is hereby referred to

; .... , Esq., Auditor and Master, to report the

pleadings and the facts, and his opinion thereon.

Report of Auditor and Master

for_ divorce a yinculo matrinioniij, filed by the_ wife__ against

....b.sr.....husband on...t_he__gram4^^

Defendant summoned....but....faJ;lM....to....aiiswe:r..;

fX!..£.....r..e..&ito

t o the filing.....°f....i:.li§....biiL_£I°ZM.i

__ The_marri.a;g_e.....p_r_oved.

Abandonment unXnt.exr.up.t.edJ.j_....for._

d.e.....fo£...awardin£ the......guardiansMp and....cu.stodx...of....t..h.e.....min.Qr.....Qiild

Plaini^^^^ and.....Q.harging....t.he d.ef.andan.t....jylt..h....iil.e.....ms.in-

^ _

De.arej3_.pro..j2m

...tMr.ty: d.ay.s. ha.Y.e. since. e.lap.s.e.d...

Case readv for decree

...A.udi.t.or.....and.

Jlfly-JLO
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The within is a proper decree to be passed
in this case.



DECREE OP DIVORCE

IN THE

. 1 A E X . - E U . R V E X .

VS.

_ST . 1 1 . 1 U RVEY..

Circuit Court
OF

BALTIMORE CITY

Term, 192.<2.

This cause standing ready for hearing and being duly submitted, the^roceedings were by the Court

read and considered. ^\ ^ \.r //)

It is thereupon, this ?£.&. -—day of Z.Z.I.&*d. , A. D. 192..£-'

b y t h e C i r c u i t C o u r t o f B a l t i m o r e C i t y , A d j u d g e d , O r d e r e d a n d D e c r e e d , M l n a t t h e s a i d - - - - -

the above named Complainant be and She is hereby DIVORCED A. VINCULO MATRIMONII from the

Defendant,-—S!LEV.EH~£flBVEY* .- — - — - —.

e_r-e_d—t^

^̂

STM_M__PURVEY,—he—aM^

support._oX.jsaid__c.hi.ldJl._and__shal^

r.w.eek.>_.a.ll..s^

And it is further Ordered, That the said

pay the cost of this proceeding.


