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J a c o b s ik-r.•<..-; . ' .ns

vs.

Helen Meekins

: In The Circuit Court

of

Baltimore City.

To The Honorable,The Judge of Said Court:

Your Orator complaining,respectfully s t a t e s :

FIRST, that the par t ies hereto were married

on or about May I2th.I9l3 by a Methodist minister at Ches

- t e r Pa. ant lived to---1-1- -• - - -•-- —* ~-fe unt i l on or

about June 22nd.1920.

SEC01TD, That both par t ies are residents

of the c i J
v " Baltimore,str ' " Maryland and have been

for more than two years pr ior to the f i l ing of th i s b i l l

of complaint.

THIRD, That though the conduct of your

orator toward h is wife has always been kind,affectionate

and above rsproar1-1 " J ^ - M snn

abandoned and deserted him tc 1 ' " ' ;-.h lewd

and abandonmed men whose names nknown to your Orator.

FOURTH, That ;—,nv nrn.tnr -_j con-

doned nor " iven the ' adultery, that he has never

cohabited with the said respondent since the crime of the

naid adult ery.

i'li'TH, That are no childre" esult of

sa.id marriage.

THEREFORE YOUR ORATOR PPAYS:

a-a A' divorc inculo matrimc • ^-spon-

dent .

' Such o the r and fu r the r r e l e i f as the case may

require.



M. t ' please Your Honor to grant ur'

orator a Wr'. ' Subpoena, directed untd the ' . -

d e n t r o r r - - - " • • - - "•- -• '•-• ^ • - - •••- ••*--•- r . •- ••

Aay certain to be rimed there: rfonn such, decree

•nay "be passed in the prenisep..

So 1 icitora For Cosipiwinant.



SUBPOENA TO ANSWER BILL OF COMPLAINT

SOLICITOR



Form 18—5M

EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland

of Baltimore City, Greeting:
WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, that all excuses set aside, you be in your

person before the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, at the Court House in said City, on the

second Monday ofHkyZ^cvUsfc-^ 192^ , to answer the complaint of

— - -against you-in said Court exhibited.

HEREOF fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril:

WITNESS, the honorable MORRIS A. SOPER, Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench

of Baltimore City, the jf * " day 0^P^(cH)^t^>U \Q2O

Issued the / Lp day of (J\ IH)^>VVC&^U in the year 192 A

&M+ {fcZdfazs&uL Clerk-
Notice to the person summoned: y

"Personal attendance in Court on the day named in the above writ is not required;
but unless within fifteen (15) days after the return day, legal defense is made in the
above mentioned suit a Judgment by default may be entered against you."



709
1920.

In the

Circuit Court

of

Baltimore City.

Jacob Meekins

Vs

Helen Meek ins

Answer of Defendant
to Bil l of Complaint.

Solicitor for Defendant.



ID the
Jacob Meekins : :

Circuit Court
Vs :

: of
Helen Meekins : :

Baltimore City.

To the Honorable, the Judge of said Court:

The Answer of Helen Meekins to the B i l l of Complaint,

respec t fu l ly represents unto Your Honor as follows:

1. That she admits the marriage of the p a r t i e s he re to ,

the i r residence and tha t no chi ldren are l iv ing as the r e s u l t

of said marriage, as set forth in t he f i r s t , second and f i f th

paragraphs of the Bi l l of Complaint.

2. That she denies the a l l ega t ions contained in the

th i rd and fourth paragraphs of the B i l l of Complaint, and

c a l l s for s t r i c t proof of the same.

Having answered the B i l l of Complaint a s fully as she i s

advised t h i s defendant there in prays to .be dismissed, with

her cos t s .

.And, as in duty bound, e t c . ,

So l i c i t o r for Defendant.



CIRCUIT COURT

Servp on

Hovard A. Sweeten

S o l .

PETITION AND ORDER TO
TAKE TESTIMONY UN-

DER 35th RULE



vs.

IN THE

Circuit Court
OF

BALTIMORE CITY

To the Honorable the Judge of the
Circuit Court of Baltimore City:

The plaintiff in this case respectfully shows unto your Honor:

T H A T he desires to examine orally, in open Court and in the presence of your Honor, certain witnesses

who can testify to the facts and matters relevant to the allegations in the Bill of Complaint filed in this case.

Your petitioner therefore prays your Honor to pass an order, according to the Statutes for such case made

and provided.

And as in duty bound will ever pray.

Solicitor for Plaintiff.

Upon the foregoing Petition and Application it is this 0 day of - *vw~^

A. D., \9ty) , Ordered that the petitioner have leave to take testimony as prayed and that the testimony to be

offered be taken as required by the 3SdiN Rnle of this Court. And it is further Ordered that a copy of this

petition and order be served on the ̂  or h Q*/ Solicitor, on or be-
fore the ftf* day of ^JLZAAAJU^I^ 19 ^ i



CIRCUIT COURT

Petition for leave to take
Testimony and Order

of Court thereon.



Form 25-3M-6-19

VS.

IN THE

Circuit Court
OF

BALTIMORE CITY

To the Honorable the Judge of the
Circuit Court of Baltimore City:

THE PETITION OF

in this case, respectfully shows*that desire

respectfully pray that leave be granted

to take testimony in this case, and

to do so before one of the Standing

Examiners of this Court.

Solicitor for

ORDERED, this day of 19^1 that

leave be granted to the parties to the cause, to take testimony^as prayed, before^ any one

of the Standing Examiners of this Court.



Doc.

In the Circuit Court,
OF BALTIMORE CITY

DEPOSITIONS

PUWTIF^FCOSTS eJ
Examiners $ if.

Copies

Sheriff..

Stenographer..

DEFENDANTS COSTS



vs.

Jn % (Etrorit (tart.

OF BALTIMORE CITY.

and notice having been given me by the Solicitor for the-^^£

of a desire to take testimony in the same, I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINGTON, one

of the Standing Examiners of the Circuit Courts of Baltimore City, under and by

virtue of an order of the above named Circuit Cotjrt, passed in said cause on the

^ ^ i * ^ 8 ^ C £ ^ < ^ £ « . day oi...^^^U^OM^i. 19-&./., met on

the /QjL/tfdJilkeA&fcJL day ot^LcS^t^.^UiM. in the year nineteen

hundred and-&^£&L><O-.QLg...at my office, in the City of Baltimore, in the State

of Maryland, and assigned-the ft££XJ3>4ZMu£&u&J~. day ottJUfa*L**GL<i<U......

in the same year at ^ ^ ^ i ^ C o'clock in .the f?f̂ t̂&*....»...noon an(a the

" office oi.SL...../^LLU^eLJr^..Q..

aforesaid, as the time and place foiysuoh examination of witnesses in said cause;

at which last mentioned time and place I attended, due notice of such meeting

having been given, and proceeded in the presence of the Solicitor of the

^Q^-^L^IUJCULI^... to take the following depositions, that

is to say:— U



Meekins,

v.

Meekins.

Testimony taken at the r^fioe rf Messrs Stewart

and Davis, Sast Pleasant S t ree t , Baltimore, Wary-

land, February 17th. , 1321, at 3 O'clock P. ii.

ZAZOR Mii.iiKlNs, the P la in t i f f in th i s case, pro-

duced en hi:; < MI behalf, having "been f i r ^ t duly Lw'rn,

depp^eth and sa i th as follrws, that i s tc uay:

BY Tllii r.X./Vin\Tt]R:

1 Q,. State yrur name residence and rccup - t i m ?

A. Jacn"b Meekins, 809 North S t i r l i ng Street ;

chauffeur.

2 Q. Dn ycu knt'-,v the parties tr this suitV

A. I an the Plaintiff and Tiy wife is the Defendant.

BY UK. -OAVls:

1 Q,. Kindly state when, where and "hy v/hrni ̂ cu were

marriedV

A. May.

2 Q,. What date.

A. The 1913.,

3 Q. WheryV

A. Chester, Pennsylvp-nia.

4 Q,. Dc -jrra remeriber the Minister's name'''

A. Jones, I think.

5 q. A liethrdist 'Jfiniat^r''



Jaco"b deekins.

A. Yes.

6 Q,. Are you and j< ur wi^e living together new"

A. !To sir.

7 Q,. Yru lived together as husband and -wife up until

what tiieV

A. Until June 22nd., 1920.

8 Q,. What was the cau.Te rf the separation?- There

wa? a separation at thst time, wan there?

A. Yes.

9 Q,. V/hich left the rth.r; did you leave her cr did

she leave you?

A. I lex>t her.

10 q. Why''

A. Unfaithfulness.

11 %. She wao unfaith 'ul to ^ru.

A. Ye8.

12 Q,. \Vhon did yru find out that she -.van Roing

with; v/hat '.ra:5 the nane?

A. Tcnwy.

13 Q. Who tf;ld you ahout it,- Yrur sister trld

you -/brut it, I suppots; how did jtu di^efver that

she -ras unfaithful.
A. Through my si;?tar.

14 Q. Were you away VvorkingV

A. Y e s .



Jacob Meekins.

15 Q,w Where did you live' together at the time; in

Baltimore? ••

A. Yes; in Baltimrre.

16 Q.. '.Where? . .

A. o n East Monument Street.

17 Q,. And it was after the separation occurred?

A. . Yes.

18 Q. Did you discover that your wife received

mail from other men while you were working?

A. Yes.

19 Q. Then you discovered that' this man Tommy was

coming to see your wife? •

A. ' Yes.

20 Q,. And after that discovery, your wife had you at

the northeastern police station on a charge of desertion

and non-support? .

A. Yes.

21 Q. Before you filed your Bill for Divorce?

A. Yes.

22 0,. Did your wife make any admissions at that

time atmut living with this other man?

A. Yes.

23 Q. ' What did she say?

A. She said that she had a man living with her,

"hut. -i-.Vta'hiViP "hixrt Ip-Pt, V o r ,



Jacob Meskins.

Taut J;hat he had left her.

24 Q. Did she admit hur adulteries'''

A. Yes.

25 Q,. Wa.,3 this bet we n the time that yru left her and

the filing ( f this Bill*'

A. Yes.

26 Q,. xlc-',tt what was your conduct tr wards yrur wife

>vhilt» living nth her; ye re yru always kind and affec-

tionate.

A. Yes.

27 Q. Dif1 yru support her?

A. Yes.

28 Q. Did t, f u j i v e iiti any cause cr reason ic "be

unfa i th fu l :< . ( uv

A. >Tr> « i r .

29 Q,. Arii ,-7 u a rt-sidsnt rf Baltimore City, Sta te

cf IJuryland; i f so, hrv. long have you been hereV

A. I wa:> "born here .

30 Q. Yru and your \;ipe are residents of Baltimore

City.

A. Yes.

1 Q. And now a resident rf Baltimore City.

A. Yes.

32 Q. Have you condon3d or forgiven her unfaithful-



Jaco"b Meefcins*

ness'1*

A. Vc ::ir.

33 Q,. Have you lived nr crha"bitcd with h...r ..in'/-.- .. f u

discovered that she war unfaithful7

A. tic oir

34 Q. Are ther-.i any children as the result rf this

marriageV

A. >Tr uir.



GENERAL QUEST I®

Do you know or canlyou state anyother matter

or thing that may "be to the benefit or advantage of the

parties to this suit, or either of them, or that may "be

material to the subject of this, your examination, or the

matters in question between the parties? If so, state

the same fully /ana/at large in your answer*

A.



IDA IldiUKINS, a witness of lawful age, produced

en "behalf of the Plaintiff, having "been f i rs t dul.> bworn,

depr,3eth and saith as follows, that is to say:

PY THIS EXMriiiK:

1 Q. State year name residence and occupation''

A. Ida Meekins, 809 St ir l ing Street; laundry.

2 Q,. Do you knew tht part ies tc th is suit?

A. Yes.

BY MR. ^A¥ls:

1 Q. The P la in t i f f is yrur "brrther''

A. Yes.

2 Q,. Where did yru live June 22nd., 1920.

A. I lived on Monunent St ree t .

3 Q.. What numbsrV

A. 1432 .

4 Q. Yru lived with jour "brother and his v/ifeV

A. Yes.

5 Q. While yr ur "brrth .r v/a. away in Pennsylvania,

and i iint1 his ife n-aa livinr; at 1432 iicnuinent

Struot, v/'.iat din ycu find rut ahout her.

WI1U;SRS: What do you nean.

COUlTl-Jili: What dirt yr v. find out a"bout her re lat ions

with another man? Die" any mail come there.

A. I did not se any mail, "but I was s i - t ing

at the window when a man came up and she asked him to



8

Ida Meekins.

tako her dovm to this ruv/ Park, and his name was Arthur

Barman, and he ;;aid "I dont like to ri( that on Jake;

he i:; < ( RKf] a nan" and his wife said "0, that is all

right; he it? a nice man; he dr nt mind that".

6 Q. Did une say anything to you ahrut letters

"beinn under the carpet.

A. No sir; not to r*a.

7 Q,. At the time ^cc slept in the ;;a.me hed with

Mrs. Meekins.

A. Ye s.

8 Q,. What^happened rn^ niphtV

A. ToTnra;̂  came there, and, rf course, she and

Tojnmy went upstairs in tha hed nnm, and I cr uld not

get in unt i l after tht,y came do-^n.

9 Q. You cf uld not get in unt i l they came down''

A. No 8ir .

10 {\, ~dc-v lonr were t iey in thereV

A. Ahrut three r r four hours.

11 ii. Wliat tine did ^nu finally get to "bed.

A. I did not get in hed unt i l ahout half

past tv/elve; I could nc t get in on account of them*

12 Q,. Were yru present at the "NTr rtheastern Police

St at inn''

A. Yes.



Ida Meekins.

13 Q,. Did you hear her admit that she was l iving as

the common law wife of another man?

A... Yes. .

14 Q. In "between the time that your "brother left

his wife and the filing of this Bill of Complaint,-

that was when this trok place?•

A. Yes.

15 Q,. Ha:-! your "brother "been • a resident <f Baltimore

City, State rf Maryland, for more than two years

prior to the filing of this suit?

A. Yes.

16 Q,. What was his conduct towards his wife while

living together; was he always a kind, affectionate

and true Irtish and?

A. Yes; he was kind.

17 Q. And did he,support her?

A. • Yes; she did net do anything at all.

18 Q,. Lid he give her any cause <f reason to

"be unfaithful towards him?

A. I dont see where he gave her any cause.

19 Q,. And he has neyer condoned or forgiven her

offense since he discovered it?

A. No sir.

20 Q,. And he has never lived with her since he

discovered that she was unfaithful to him?



10

Ida Meekins*

A. No- jsir.

21 Q,. Are there any children as the result r.f this

marriage? '

A. . No sir.



GENERAL ^UESTIS

Bo you know or eanlyou s t a t e synyother matter

or thing tha t may be to the benef i t or advantage of the

p a r t i e s to th i s s u i t , or e i t h e r of them, or that may be

mater ia l fco the subject of t h i s , your examination, °s* *&®

matters in question betwean the par t ies? I f so, s t a t e

the same fu l ly &nd at l a rge in your answer*
(

A.- —



12

EMMA CUHTIS, a witness r.f lawful age, produced

on behalf nf the Plaintiff, having been "first duly

sworn, deposeth and saith as follcws, that is to say:

BY THIS EXAMINE:.

1 Q. State your name residence and occupation''

A. Emma Curtis, 809 Forth,Stirling Street; home

wo rk.

2 Q,. Do you know the parties to this suit?

A. Yes.

BY MR-. STEWART:

1 Q,. Mr. Meekins is your "brother. •

A. Yes; my brother.

2 Q. You were not present at the Ceremony?

A. Uo sir.

3 ,Q. But they lived together as husband and wife at

1432 East Mflnuraent Street, in Baltimore City?

A. Yes. . '

4 Q. Pid ycAi visit then?

A. I lived with then there.

5 Q. You know their reputation in the community

as husband"and wife?

A. Yes.

6 Q. And you know that they held themselves out

as husband and wife in the community?

A. Yes.



13

Bnuna Curtis.

7 Q,. Did yru ever havi any conversation with

Mrs. Meekins a"bout none letters'^

A. Yes; she was tellinp me about the letters

that she was hiding, eni she took them out, and she

said that she was prinp to "burn them up; she pr t the

letters fron T( nrv whil-; he was in Pennsylvania.

8 Q. Why was she prinT ~r "burn then up.

A. ^ecauue she die net want her husband tr see them.

9 Q. She 3aid -.--., \ v r- :'rom Tm^iyV

A. Yes.

10 Q,. Did you see Trir-v f-crae tc the house.

A. >Tr - i r .

11 <i. Yr u navcr saw him erne tf the house.

A. ^n y i r .

12 Q,. Did j< u ever p*g any r t h . r .-nan'-'

A. Yea; thin man Arthur.

13 Q,. Dir1 r 'iear > r say anything.

A. Shi3 'Wanted hi r <;r fekke her cut, a.nd he did

nr t uant tr do i t , anc she :-aid that i t was a l l r r i g h t ,

that her husband was a grrd man, and that he did

nr t nind tha t .

14 Q,. Were you ever at the Pr l i c e Sta t ion.

A. Yes.

15 '-I. Did yru hear her make any admission thereV

A. Yes.



14

Emma Curtis. . .

16 Q. What did she say'-'

A. She said the man was going with her, but had

stopped going with her, and that is why she tried to

get money from her husband.

17 q. She said that she was living with this man?

A. Yes.

18 Q. • living together as husband and wife?

A. Yes.

19 Q,. And who was thia man?

.A. Tommy. • .

20 Q. And that was between the time, of'.ithe separation

and the time of the filing rf the Bill for Divorce?

A. Yes-

21 Q,. Has the Plaintiff been a resident of Balti-

more City, State of Maryland, for more than two years

prior to the filing rf this suit?

A. Yes.

22 Q,. And is the Plaintiff a resident of Baltimore City,

State of Maryland?

A. Yes.

23 Q. What was his crnduct tov/ards his wife?

A. He was good tc her, and true to her, and

whatever she wanted she got.



15

Emma Cur t i s .

24 Q,. Did she have tc work?

A. Wo s i r .

25 Q,. And was he kind and affectionate?

A. . Yes.

26 Q. Did he give her any cause or reason to be

unfaithful to him?

A. No sir.

27 Q,. Has he ever crndoned rt frrgiven these adul-

teries''

A. No sir.

28 Q,. And has he ever- lived with her since he dis-

covered these adulteries?

A. No sir.

29 Q. fhere are no children 'born of said marriage?

A. No sir.



QENEKAL £U* TI9

Do you know or oanlyou state anyother matter

or thing that may he to the benefit or adyant jt?e of th«

parties to this su i t , or either nt them, or that may b«

material to the aubieot of th i s , your cxaralnation, or the

matters in question betwean the parties? If so, state

the same fu l ly ami^at large in your answer*

A.—J



No other witnesses being named or produced before me, I then, at the request

of the Solicitor of the-

closed the depositions taken in said cause and'ftow return them closed under my

hand and seal, on this -r.y^...^ .—day of- c

in the year of Our Lord nineteen hundred and-

City of Baltimore, in the State of Maryland-?

>A<U>U..-.£2U,-.- at the

/*^-,—(SEAL).
Examiner.

There are—&T£&4 - - Exhibits with these depositions, to wit:

Plaintiff's Exhibit ~. - - -

Defendant's Exhibit.

xaminer.

I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINGTON, the Examiner before whom the fore-

going depositions were taken, do hereby certify that I was employed in assigning

a day, and taking the said depositions \xpon~'>~i\M£u. days, on

of which I was employed by the Plaintiff—...— , and on

by the Defendant



Circuit Court

SUBMISSION FOR DECREE.



vs.
In the Circuit Court

of Baltimore City

To the Honorable
.TERM 19

Judge of Said Court:

The above cause is respectfully submitted for

decree and the 43rd General Equity Rule is hereby waived.

Solicitor for Plaintiff,

Solicitor for Defendant.



Circuit Court

Order of Reference
and Report



IN THE

Circuit Court
OF

BALTIMORE CITY

This case being submitted, without argument, it is ordered by the (lourt, this.

...., 19 ̂ v , that the same be and it is hereby referred to

, Esq., Auditor and Master, to report the

pleadings and the facts, and his opinion thereon.

Report of Auditor and Master

_ MH....f.ox....di5:o.r_Q..§ a_.xiii?_]L;lo......E)atriiMnii..Xilfi.d.-Jiy....t^a

J^sb.§^_.J^S?:i
:5i..?t ^ls_.37if e o n _ t l a e ^ God.e....l?lli

..Al^...f...23^»...J9^.9S_» 5G-41. _ _

Defendant summoned and answers by ,,SQ..l.icX%o. ff« _..

Plain-tiff 's residence in Baltimore Pity for nora than

J^__2§ar_s_pjQjPSiLi

_ „ £]ie._.m&r.riiige_.j2rovj§n.. _ _ _ _ _ _ _

The_ad^J»ryj3.ir^3ren.,

MPJLf 1;k?£ !*kirty .^Z.§ k§Ze.. elapsed s inoe the f i l i n g of

the i ja l l l . _ _

_ Q as e s&biai t tfi.i...ajid_ r e& $$L.£.£Xi He c re.e* _... ..^....

_ frttsrt/ fh, fy^
_ Jsi' j _ : AMiio-r...A.n|....i^.sterJ

_...g«.«._!»L9...ps.la..*_ LD9.y ,24th, 1921 .



CIRCUIT COURT
B-r?-̂ .-...

19£0.

JACOB :::unit's

HEiEl. LSEIOOIS

vs.

The within is a proper decree to be passed
in this case.

Auditor and Master.



Decree of Divorce
IN THE

.JAQ.QB.JJ3MIM.

vs.

HELELI UEBEQIS

Circuit Court
OF

BALTIMORE CITY

Term, 19.&1*.

This cause standing ready for hearing and being duly submitted, the proceedings were by the

Court read and considered. \ • • *J

•s It is thereupon, this &...'.. day of. iA^d^^^I.. , A. D..l.?211

by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, Adjudged, Ordered and Decreed, that the said - - - - -

the above named Complainant be and he is hereby DIVORCED A VINCULO MATRIMONII from the

Defendant, ..i]ie...s.aid...Helen..Ha.eMn&.

And it is further Ordered, That the said .Q.QJnp.laJ,.iiaa.iL

pay the cost of this proceeding.

FORM 4—BM—1-1-19.


