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| BIRDIE LEWIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT |

.e

vs. OF

| EUGENE LEWIS : BALTIMORE CITY.

TO THE HONORABLE,THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:
Your Orstrix compiaining respectfully represents:
(1)

That she was married to her husband, Eugene Lewis on
the 24th day of October,I906 with whom she resided until sbout |
the I2th day of September,I9I3,

, (2)
Thet though the conduet of your Oretrix toward phe saidé

i
|
‘1
{
|

Eugene Lewisg, has always been kind, affectionate and sbove re- |
proach, he has without any Jjust cause or reason absndoned and
deserted her and has declared his intentions to live with her no
longer, and that such abandonment has continued uninterruptedly
for more than three years and is deliberate and final, and the
geparation of the parties is beyond any ressensble expectation
of reconciliation.
(3)
That your Oratrix has not lived or co-habited with the
gaid defendant since said desertion.
(4)
That there are no‘children e8 issue of said marriage.
ol

, |

Thet both your Oratrix and the defendant are citizens |
l

|

of the Stete of Maryland, having resided in Baltimore City for

| more than three years prior to the filing of this Bill of Complsint.




T0 THE END,THEREFCRE:

(a) That your Oratrix may be divorced & Vinculo Matrimoniil,

from the defendant, Eugene Lewis.

(b) | Thet she may have such other and further relief as
her case may require,

May it please your Honmor to grant unto your Oratrix
the Writ of Subpoena directed ageinst the said Eugene lLewis
commanding and requiring him to. be snd appear in this Court on
some day certain to be named therein to answerivthe premises and

abide by and perform such decree or order as may be passed therein,

AND as in duty bound, etc.
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Form No 21 2v 101419

EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland
O

B

Of County, Greeting:

WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, that all excuses set aside, you be in your

person before the Circuit altimore City, at the Court House in said city, on the

Second Monday of 19 42 to answer the complaint of

B nde Lown.

against you in said Court exhibited.

pswer the conframy at your peril.

Jo s, Pl

MORRISA—SOPIIR, Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench
(f

WITNESS the honorable Y ,
/ g 194/3

of Baltimore City, the ? day '
Issued the 9 0 day of ig the year 19 (4 i

HEREOF fail not, as you will a

Clerk
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[Decree Pro Confesso.]

IN THE
Gh’” ‘Q*W Q”f‘*"‘”’ Circuit Court

OF

%AL QUA/, BALTIMORE CITY.
WW Term, 199"%

The Defendant having been duly summoned (netified—by-Orderaf Publieatton) to appear to

the Bill of Complaint, and having failed to appear thereto, according to the exigency of the writ,

(said-Omder).

It is thereupon this éé day of W in the year nineteen
hundred and W W by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, ADJUDGED, ORDERED and

DECREED, that the complainant is entitled to relief in the premises, and that the bill of Complaint be and
is hereby taken pro confesso against said defendant. But because it doth not certainly appear to what
relief the Plaintiff is entitled, it is further Adjudged, and Ordered, that one of the Examiners of this
Court, take testimony to support the allegations of the bill.

STATE OF MARYLAND,
BALTIMORE CITY, ScT:

I hereby certify that on this day of 19
before me, the subscriber, a Notary Public, of the State of Maryland, in and for the City aforesaid,
personally appeared \, #. and made oath

in due form of law that her (his) husband (wife) the defendant in the above entitled case is not in the
Military or Naval service of the United States-Government, to the best of her (his) knowledge, informa-
tion and belief.

As Witness my hand and Notarial Seal.

Notary Public.
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Botz Sewea

IN THE

Circuit Court
5 el %@C( &«W OF

BALTIMORE CITY

W Term, 192—<
7

mitted, without argument, it is ordered by the Court, this ﬁ
Z‘E:hat the same be and it is hereby referred to

, Esq., Auditor and Master, to report the

pleadings and the facts, and his opinion thereon. 4: !

Report of Auditor and Master

Bill filed by wife against hushand for divorce a vinculo matrimondmi
on ground of abandonment for three years, Code Article 16, Section 36,
Defendant summoned. No answer, Deéree pro confesso, thirty days elapsed,
Proof shows marriage, residence andlabandonment of the Plaintiff for at-
least three years continuous, deliberate, final and without hope of

reconciliation, Plaintiff to be permitted to resume her maiden name.

Case ready for decree. W—

' Auditor and Master.



—

The within is a proper decree to be passed
in this case.




Decree of Divorce

IN THE
B Circuit Court
OF
VS.
BALTIMORE CITY
.......................... EUGENELEWIS( L TEPEEPR ... Term, 19..23
4

- This cause standing ready for hearing and beyn

Court read and considered. /

by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, Adjudged, Ordered and Decreed, that the said
BIRDIE LEVIS

pay the cost of this proceeding.

FORM 4—b5M—1-1-19.
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In the Circuit Court, ,

OF BALTIMORE CITY

DEPOSITIONS

- v
PLAINTI ' 008T8$ ;e

Examiners

Copies

Sheriff.

Stenographer.

$

DEFENDANT'S COSTS

Examiners.
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------------------------------- Iu the @ircnit Conrt /

vs. /

Q” oé)/wvw OF BALTIMORE CITY.

of a desire to take testimony in the same, I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINGTON, one

of the Standing Examiners of the Circuit Courts of Baltimore City, under and by

virtue/of an order of the above named Circuit COZiSZi in said cause on the
T LSt _day of gltgod il . 19:9;54, met on

T AN A day ofw_ _in the year nineteen

hundred andM _____ at my ofﬁge, in the City of Baltimore, in the State
of Maryland, and assigned t _M" ol day of,%%/Mé.&
in the sagle year at___ _z'l_:Z:O_(_. —eoe- _o'clock in the__._ %éil . -nagnand thexy
.-W&W/_% ______________ in the City and State

7
aforesaid}/ as the time and place for such examination of witnesses 1n said cause;

at which last mentioned time and place I attended, due notice of such meeting

having been giyen, and proceeded in the presence of the Solicitor____________ of the

__________ -.QA&Q%_“_-_-____-___AO take the following depositions, that
is to say:—



Lewlg,

v.
Lewis,

h Tegtimony taken-at the office of Mr. Davis,
Bgltimnre, Maryland, September 28th., 1923, at 3 O'clock
P. M.

Birdie Lewig, the Plaintiff in this case,
produced on her own behalf, haviné been first duly
gworn, deﬁoseth and saith as follews, that is to say:

By the Examiner:
1 Q. State your name residence and occupation?
A. Birdie Lewis, 814 Whatcoat Street; washingtand
ironing.
2 Q. Do ycu know the parties to this suit?
A, I am the Plaintiff and my husband is the De-
fendant. -
By Mr, Davig:
1 Q. When were you married?
A.  24th., day of October 1906.
2 Q. Where?
A, At No. 4 Amity Street,
3 Qe In Baltimore City.
A, Yes.
4 Q. By a Religious Ceremony?
A. Yes.



Birdie Lewis.
5 Q. Have you been a resident of Baltimore
City, State of Maryland, fqr at least twonyyears prior
to*the filing of this suit?
A, Yes.
6 Q. Are there any children as the result of this mar-
riage? |
A, No sir,
7 Q. What was your conduct towards your husband
while 1living togetjer; how did you treat him?
A, All right; as & wife should.
8 Q. State whether or not you were always a kind,
affectionate and faithful wife?
A, Yes,
9 Q. Are you and your husband living together now?
A, No sir,.
10 Q. Vhich left the other; did you leave him or did
he leave you?
A, I was compelled to leave him.
11 Q. When?
A, On the 12th., September.
12 Q. What year?
A, 1913.



13 Q.
A.
14 9.
A,
15 Q.
Y

BirdielLewis.,
What did he say and what did he do on that day?
Why he threatened to beat me.
And what else?
And he was drunk and he ran me out of the house.
Did he have anything in his hands?

That I do not know; h e was a man that would

use almost anything,- dishes or anything else, and I

ran,
16 Q. You were compelled tc leave him?
A, Yes.
118Q. How long did this conduct continue on his
paft as You have described it prior to the ‘
separation?
A, All during our married life.
18 q. What would he do,
A, He drank and he would beat me,
19 q. Did he beat you often?
A, Very often; most every time that he got
drunk.
20 Q. How many times would you say?
A, on the average of two and three times a week
sometimes,
21 Q. Were these beatings severe?
A. Yesg, and if I would get out of his reach he



Birdie Lewis.
wuu;d thrrow things at me.
22 Q. Did he ever hit you.
A, Yeag.,
23 Q. Ad did he cut or dbruise you,
A, Yes.
24 Q. Have you any scars on your body where he has
beaten you.
A. Yes; over my eye.
25 Q. Did he properly support youe.
A, No sir.
26 Q. Then how did you get along?
A, Why, I worked for my living.
27 Q. What 4id you do with your money that you earned?
A, I supported the home.
28 Q. Do you mean that you supported your husband?
‘A, Yes; partly.
29 Q. And how about his language towards you; what
sort of language did he use.
A; Very rough,
30 Q. What do you mean?
A.  Well, he would curse me.
31 Q. Was it profane and vile names?
A, Yes.,
32 Q. And you say that this continued right up until

the time of the separation?



Birdie Lewis,

A, Yes.

33 Q. What occurred then?

A. Why he was drunk and he neglected me and
he beat me.

34 Q. What did he gay?

A, He cursed and he told me that he was going to
ki1l me if I did not get out,- if I d4id not 4o as he
wanted me to do.

35 Q. And what did he want you to do?

A, He wanted me to give hi my money to
gamble with,

36 Q. You had done that very thing before, had'nt you,

A, Yes., I had loaned him money, but not to
gamble with, but he always did.

37 Q. And this time you would not do it, and
he threatened to kill you and ordered you out of the
house, did he?

A, Yes.

38 Q. Since that time has he provided or offered to pro-
vide a home for you?

A, No gir, “

39 Q. Was there anything to prevent him doing so if

he had wanted to.



Birdie Lewig,

A. No sir.
40 Q. When did he abandon end desert you in the
manner you have described?

A, 12th,, September 1933,
41 Q, Have you lived or cohabited with him since
that time?

A. No sau
42 Q. State whether or not his abandonment and de-
sertiog of you was deliberate and finai; did he deiiber-
ately and finally abandon and desert you?

A, Yes.
43 Q. State whether or not there is any reasonable
expectation of a reconciliation; do you ever expect
them to make up and live togefher again?

A, No sir.
44 Q. You have asked for the right to resume the use
of your maiden name; what is your maiden name?

A. Chinn,
45 Q. Prior to the final separation between you
and your husgband did you ever have him arrested for
beating you?

A, Yeg.
46 Q. How many ‘timesg?

A. Twice.



Biridie Lewis.
47 Q. Was he found gullty or not guilty,
A, He was found guiity,



BEVMERAT, QUESTION

Do you know or ¢an yon staie any other natter
or thing that may be $o the dDenefitl or advant ¢ of the .
parties to thie sulf, or either of thamy or thal nay be
material to the subject of this, vour exzamination, or the

mabters An pestion hetwoen the pariizs? If go, state




9
Blizabeth Murdock, a witness of lawful age, produced
on behalf of the Plaintiff, having been first duly
sworn, deposeth and saith as follows; that &s to say:
By the Examiner:;

1 Q. State your name residence and occupation?

A, Elizabeth Murdock, 724 North Strickeéer Street;
Janitor.
2 Q. Do you know the parties to this suit?

A, Yeg,

) By Mr. Davis:

1l Q. Are they husband and wife?

A, Yes.
3 Q. Did they live together as husband and wife and
were they always known and recognized in the community
in which they lived as husband and wife?

A, Yes,
3 Q. Has the Plaintiff been a resident of Baltimore
City, State of Maryland, for at least two years
prior to the filing of this sgit?

A, Yes,
4 Q. Are there any children as the result of this
marriage%

A, No.

5 Q. What wags her conduct towards her husband while

living together,



10

Elizabeth Murdock.

A. Her conduct was very good.

6 Q. State whether or not she was always a kind,
affectionate and chaste wife?

A. Yeg; she was always an honest, upright
hard working woman,

7 Q. Are the parties to this suit living tozekher now,

A, No sir,
8 Q. Which left the other; did he leave her or did
éhe leave him?

A. she was compelled to leave him.
9 Q. When?

A. September 12th,, 1913.
10 Q. What happened at that time?

A. He went in and asked for some money, and
because she would not give it to hinm, he tore all the
place to pieces looking for her pocket book, and he
curgsed and swore, and caled her all kinds of names, and re
her out of the house , with a great 2ath, saying what he
would do to her.
11 Q. Now, you have heard the Plaintiff's testimony
with reference to her husband beating her, 1is 11 truer
A. Yes, I have a mark from him myself.

12 Q. How do You know that it is true?

A. Because on several occasions when I



11

Elizabeth Hurdock.
visited her, I know that he was fighting her.
13 Q. Did you ever gee him beat his wife?
A. Yes.
14 q. ﬁany times or seldom?
A, Yes; I saw him beat her seven different times
if not more.
15 Q. Were these beatings gevere?
A, Ye s,
16 Q. Did he cut and bruise her?
A, Yes; he bruised her; he bruised her every
time that he beat her.
17 Q. And how about support; did he properly support
her?
A. No sir; he never supported his home; he would
take her money and pay all the expenses, and she
even bought furniture with her money; I know that,
18 Q. Then she was practically husband and wife?
A. Yes.
19 Q. And how about his language towards her,
A, His language was the worse; he could not
have used any worge language in his abuse of her.
20 Q. What sort of language was it?
A. Well, he would ask tﬁe Lord to damn ger, and
cal) her bitches and whores, and everything that he

could call her.



12

Ellzabeth Murdock.

21 Q. Did she ever have him arrested during the time
that she lived with himp

A. Yes.
22 Q. How many times?

A, Ske had him locked up twice.

23 Q. wﬁs he found guilty or not guilty?

A. He was found guilty each time.
24 Q. How long did this conduct continue on his part
prior to the separation?

A, It continued all during the years that
they were married.
25 Q. And then finally on the 18th., September
1913, what did he do?

A. He ran her out of the house and beat her
and knocked her down and kicked her, and ordered her to
the door and ran her down to my house.
26 Q. Has he provided or offered to provide a home
for his wife since he abandoned and deserted her?

A. No sir.
27 Q. Was there anything to prevent him deing so if
he had wanted to?

A. No sir.
28 Q. Has his abandonment and degertion of her con-
tinued uninterruptedly since September 19137

A. Yeg.



1o

Elizabeth Murdock,
29 Q. State whether or_dot his abandonment of her
has continued ==~ gtate whether or not his abandon-
ment of her was deliberate and final?
A, ¥es; it was.
30 Q. State whether or not there is any reasonable
expectation of a reconciliation?

A, No sir; there is not,



GENERAL QUESTION

Do you know or can you state any other mattef
or thing that may be to the benefit or advantage of the
parties &o this suit, or either of them, or that may be
material to the subject of this, your examination, or the

matters in question between the parties? If so, state

the same ful thgg/a{ large in your answere

=1

&%&d}k oo dothe



No other witnesses being named or prodiced before me, I then, at the request

of the Solicitor__________ of the. . _____ ..Uttt ts” .

closed the depositions taken in said causée and now/return them cl;ed under my

hand and seal, on this_._____________________ ZZmd day Z _M‘{éz__ -
in the year of Our Lord nineteen hundred and _—={+2* TALSALR at the

City of Baltimore, in the State of Maryland.

__________ (SEAL).
Examiner.

Thereare. . VA oo Exhibits with these depositions, to wit:

Plaintiff's_ . ... __ Exhibit___./ _____________________________________________ -

Examiner.

I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINGTON, the Examiner before whom the fore-

going depositions were taken, do hereby certif}%;;t I was emplomssigning
a day, and taking the said depositions upon.___ &0 _____ days, on_/~7¢%

of which I was employed by the Plaintiff
by the Defendant_____________




