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Wilbur Johnson,
VS, IN THE CIRGUIT COURT OF BALTIMORE CITY.

Selina Johnson

N S - lal g

To the Honorable, the Judge of said Court:

Your Orator, complaining respectfully says:

FIRST,
That the parties hereto were married in Govans, Baltimore County,
Maryland, on or about January 10th 1908, and lived together as man and wife
until on or about the 30th day of September 1914,
SECOND,

That vour Orator, is a resident of the City of Baltimore, and of
the State of Maryland, and has hbeen for more than two years prior to the
filing of this Bill of Complaint and that the defendant is is-a:resident
of Raltimore County, and of the State aforesaid.

THIRD.

That the defendant has on divers days and times since the said
marrigge committed the crime of adultery, with divers lewd men whose names
will be disclosed on the day of trial and that the said acts were committed
without his procurement, connivance or ‘consent and that he has not lived
or co-habited with the defendant since he discovered the same,

FOURTH,

That the defendant has without any just cause or reason
abandoned your Orator and has declared her intentions to live with him no
more; that the abandonment was deliberate is final has continued uninter—
rupted for more than three years prior to the filing of this Bill .of
Complaint, and that there is no reasonable hope or expectation of a

reconciliation,
FIFPTH,

That three children gll of whome are yet minors have been born
since the said marriage.
SIXTH.
That your Orator, has ever been a good, faithful, chaste,

affectionate and true hushband to the said defendant.



Wherefore your Orator prays:
lst; That a decree be passed divorcing your Orator,
A VINCULO MATRIMONII, from the defendant,
2nd, The care and custody of the oldest child Mary
Elizabeth Johnson.

3rd, Such other and further relief as the case may require,

May it please Your Honor to grant your Crator the writ of
subpoena directed unto the said defendant commanding her to be and appear
in this Court on some day certain to be therein named and perform such

such decree as may be passed in the premises,

And as in duty bound he will ever pray.
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Form 18—6M

EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland

Tn
b,

of Baltimore City, Greeting:
WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, that all excuses set aside, you be in your

person before the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, at the Court House in said City, on the

second Monday of OMJ 191 7, to answer the complaint of

HEREOF fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril:

WITNESS, the honorable MORRIS A. SOPER, Chig¢’Judge of the Supreme Bench of
Baltimore City, th(% / ﬂ dwy of 191 7

Issued the day of in the year ]91

/@& @ Clerk.
Notice to the person summoned:

“Personal attendance in Court on the day named in the above writ is not required ;
but unless within such number of days thereafter as the law limits, legal defence is made
in the above mentioned suit a Judgment by default may be entercd against you.’’

-against you in said Court exhibited.
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Form 18—6M

EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland

@n
gég/vm a/

of Baltimore City, Greeting:
WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, that all excuses set aside, you be in your

person before the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, at the Court House in said City, on the

second Monday of Wﬂg\/ 19177, to answer the complaint of

L,

against you in said Court exhibited.

HEREOF fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril:

WITNESS, the honorable MORRIS A. SOPER, Chigl Judge of the Supreme Bench of
Baltimore City, the /0 day of 191 7
Issued the % . day of @5&&\) in the year 191/7

Clerk.
Notice to the person summoned:

““Personal attendance in Court on the day named in the aboVe writ is not reguired;
but unless within such number of days thereafter as the law limits, legal defence is made
in the above mentioned suit a Judgment by default may be entered against you.”’
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WILBUR JOHNSON IN THE CIRCUIT COURT

VS, OoF

SELINA JOHNSON, BALTIMORE CITY,

o % ok & Xk k¥

SO 3000 30 30 26 34 26 30 3036 36 26 36 36 2 36 30 3 30 2 34 203 238
TO THE HONORABLE,THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT,

The Defendant,answering says:
I.That she respectfully admits the first ,and second alleg-
ation in the first and second paragraphs respectively of

the plaintiff's bill,

ZI,.That she with great respect most emphatically denies
the allegations contained in the third and fourth para-
graphs of the plaintiffs bill and fo the contrary says
that she has ever behaved herself as a good faithful and
chaste wife ,and that the plaintiff in this case left and
deserted her,

III,That she admits the fifth paragraph of the plaintiffs

bill,
1V,.That she denies that the plaintiff was a good,faithful,

chaste,and true husband to her and to the contrary says that

he was insanely Jealous of her and at times exceedingly cruel,

WHEREFORE the defendant prays:

a,That the care and custody of the oldest child Mary Eliz-
abeth Johnson be glven her inasmuchas she always has tak-
en care of the sald Mary Elizabeth and 1s much better pre-
ared to take care of the said child,

b,And such othef further releif as the case may require,

As in duty bound e'tc,

[

Sélictor for tﬁé.ﬁefendant,
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FORM 13

CIRCUIT COURT

OF

)d‘(,&/ﬂﬂx— ﬂg mm | BALTIMORE CITY.
b e _ - —J(%/- — Term,19 /)

The Plaintiff  joingissue on the matters alleged in answer of

so far as the same may be taken to deny or avoid the allegations of the bill.

* Plaintiff .
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Form 25—1M—10-16.

Wil ey

os. Circuit Court

M gt

BALTIMORE €iPY:

IN THE

To the Honorable the Judge of the
Circuit Court of Baltimore City: 0 oy
| HE PETITION OF AU DX Wikl M%%%/
: - { (/ f
AL /fW/r\ 1 | v

in this casf, respectfully showz/t a /erL desire \ to take testimony in this case, and

respectfully pray € that leave be granted /{,\,Vm to do so before one of the Standing

Examiners of this Court.

I Plakatyg
i @)
ORDERED, this /7 day of tltee 191, that

leave be granted to the parties to the cause, to take testimony, as prayed, before any one

of the Standing Examiners of this Court.

K- Gottin. Hiih
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" In the Cirenit Court \

/ OF BALTIMORE CITk

&= .noon and the

......... ~in the City and State

o . . A . - .
aforesaid, as: the time and place o(such examination /gf witnesses in said cause;

havin@gi , and pfoceeded in the presence of the Solicitor............ of the
............. . /ﬂ 22 Eff oo t0 take the following depositions, that

is to say :—



WILBUR JOHNSON, the Plaintiff in this case, pro=
duced on his own hehalf, having been first duly
sworn, deposeth and saith as follows, that is to say:

BY THE EXAMINER:
1 Q. State your name residence and ©ccupation?
A. Wilbur Johnson, 1108 Division Street; laborer.
2 Q. Do you know the parties to this suit?
A, I am the Plaintiff and my wife is the De-
fendant,
BY MR. BOND:
lQ. Johnson, when were and by whom were you mar-
ried?
A. I was married in 1908,- 10th. January,- 1908
at Govanstown, Maryland.
2 Q. By whom?
A. Reverend James A, Frey, Pasgtor Cf the
Baptist Church at Govanstown,
3 Q. How 10ng did you live with your wife,=- until
when?
A, Until September 30th., 1914.
4 Q. How long have you becn a resident of the
State of Maryland?
A. All my life.
5 Q. How 1long have you been living in Baltimor e

City.



Wilbur JOhnson,
A, Three years.
6 Q. How 1long have you been away from your wife?
A. Three years.
7 Q. Where dnes your wife live?
A, GPvanstOwn, Maryland.
8 Q. How 10ng has she lived there?
A, Al her life,
9 Q. ¥ow, in your Billyyou allege that your
wife has on divers days and times since your
marriage committed the crime of adultery with
several men; I want you to tell me what ycu know
abOut this adulteroOus intercoursé?

A. Yes; I knOw that I saw her 1 n adultery,
because I have seen it; I saw it with my own eyes;
that night I came home, and I had been away On a picnic
and I told her that I was not ctming hOme that night
with my little girl, but I got hOme early, and when I
got home my wife was not there,~- abOut half past eleven,
and T went out tc l1ook for her as a man shOuld, zand as
I went to 100k for hér, I saw her and anOther man as
she passed under a light, and they went into a field,
and as they went into the field I went behind them,

and I caught them, 2and the man was on top of her, and

they stayed there about three guarters of an hOur, and



(&3]

Wilbur JOhnson,
she came Out One way, and he came Out the other; they
hOth came out different ways; I wanted to face them
both together, but she went Out One way and he went out
the other. After I got hOme and aftergshe came
in, T got after her about it and she said that she
had rotten Off at Edgewoond Avenue and -alked arocund,
and I said that it was not s0, and she tried to deny it,
and said that it was n0t s0, and I kept telling her that
it was, and she Owned up and said that it was Charlie
Smith.
10 q. Have you ever heard that she ran around with fel-
lows?

A, Yes; I have heard lots of people - lots of
people have told me that shewas running arcund with
fellows,

11 Q: Who were some Of them that told you?

A. He was One that told me (indicating); he told me
that he had seen her with Charles Smith.
12 Q. What is his name (indicating).

A. Frank Johnson.

13 Q. "ho else told you?

A. NObndy else told me,
14 Q. Think noOw; take your time?



Wilbur Johnson.

A. My little girl told me.

15 Q. What did your little girl tell you?

A. She t0ld me that a man was there and talked to
her mother in close coOnversation, and after this man
was gone her mOther to0ld her not to tell he; that if
she did, that she was going t0 beat her, and the
little girl told me and I promised that I would not
tell her moOth=r, and I did not tell that she told
me.

156 Q. About what date was it when you saw this man
in the fielé on tO0p of your wife?

A. That was about =-- I can not Jjust think of
the exact date, - I know thet it was in the latter part
of September.

17 Q. What year?

A, 1914.

18 q. Have you lived with your wife sinne that night
when you discovered that a man had had intercourse
with her?

A, No,

19 Q. Was that the cause Of the separation?

A, Yes.

20 q. Did you ever in any way condone the offense?

A. No Siro



Wilbur Joanson,

21 Q. Is there any hope or expectation oOf
yOur living with your wife again?

A. No sir; never.
22 Q. How many children were born?

A, Three children,
23 Q. In your Bill you ask for the custody c¢f
your oldest child , Mary Elizabeth Johnson; are
you going to take car:z of and provide for Mdry
Elizabeth Johnson?

A. Yes.
25 Q. What has been your conduct, Jchnson,
since ynru have heen away from your wife?

A, I have been guiet.
26 Q. Have you been a go0cd chaste man since yeou
have been away from your wife?

A. Yes.
28 q. Have you always conducted yourself as a
kind, affectionate and faithful husband?

A, Yes., |
29 Q. What was your conduct towards your wife
while you all were living together.

A. My conduct was good; it was Just as good as



Wilbur JOhngon,

gtad as a man coOuld treat a wife; I provided for
her and did everything that I cculd to make it plsas-
ant for her.
30 q, How did she treat you?

A. She treated me all right for a while,
31 Q. And then how did she treat you?

A. After a while she got to running arcund and
fussing and going on.
32 Q. As I understand ycu, on the 30th. September,
1914, you discovered your wife in adultery anf you
went home that night and questioned her about it,
and she acknOwledged her adulteries to yOu; state
whether or not that is correct?

A, Yesn.
34 Q. Immeddately after she acknowledged her adule
teries to you, what dié¢ you do?

A, I left her.
34 Q. Do you mean that you left her immediately?

A, Yes.
36 Q. Did you ever return to that house?

A, No sir.
37 Q. Have you ever lived or cohabited with her
gsince this night of the 30th. September 19147

AT Nu sire



GENERAL QUESTIOW

Do you know or can you gtate any other matter
or thing that may be to the benefit or advantage of the
parties to this suit, or either of them, or that may be
material to the subjeot of this, yowr exumination, or the

matters in question between the periviea? IFf so, siate

the same fully at large in your ;?r. '
Ay - \ U/ A/ZZ{JJ M@%\



FRANK JOHNSON, a witness of lawful age, proguced
on hehalf of the Plaintiff, having been first duly
sworn, depnseth and saith as follows, that is to say:
BY THE EXAMINER:
1l 4q. State your name residence and nccupation?
A. Prank Johnson, 1108 Division Street; Star
Shirt Company.
2 Q. Do you know the parties to this suit?
A. Yes.
BY MR. BOND:

14Q. Now, Johnson, when were the parties:$0 this
viaI?
suit married?
A, 10th. January 1908,
2 Q. Where?
A. At Govanstown,
Q. What County and what State?
A. State of Maryland.
Q. When did the Plaintiff separate from his wif e?
A, 30th., September 1914.
5 q. And do you knOw whether he held her out to
the community as his wife and whether they
went arodnd together as husband and wife?
A. Yes.
6 Q. Where is the Plaintiff's home?

A. State of Maryland.



Frank Johnson,

7 Q. In what City?

A, Baltimore City,
8 q. HﬂgIIOng has he been here?

A, Three years.
8 Q. How }lOng has he b en a citizen of the State
of Maryland?

A. All his life.
9 Q. Where dres his wife live?

A. Govanstown, Maryland.
10 Q. How 1l0ng has she been there?

A, All her 1life.
11 Q. The Plaintiff has testified that his wife on
several occasions,- on at lsast One cccasion committed
the crime of adultery;ddo you know anything of her
having committed adultery either at that time or any
other time?

A Yes.
12 Q. Tell in your own way, Just what you know
about this adulterous intercourse?

A, Well, I saw him go with her to the Lee HOuse
on Courtland Street,= I saw her g0 in there with a man;

a tall dark brown skinned man, and I saw her
anOther nisht with this fellow Charle-s Smith and I told

him about it. He tcld me peéfore gbout—1v.



Frank Johnson.,
13 Q. You say that you saw her go into the Lee
HOuse with a man; what sort of a hOuse is the Lee
House?

A, Bed hoOuse
14 Q. Where is it lecated}

A, On Courtland Strect; on Courtland Street
betwegn Franklin and Mulberry Streets.
15 Q. Have you known Of any other fellows whO have car-
ried girls there?
A. Yes.
17 Q. - For what purpose did they go there; 4id they
g0 there to have intercourse witheeach Other?
A, Yes.
18 q. Who did you say that she was with On this Occa=-
sion?
A, I do not know the fellows name.
19 Q. You do not knew the name 0f the man that
she was with on this occasion?
A, o sir.
21 Q. When was that?
A. That was about the 20th. September.
22 Q. Vhat year?

A. 1914.



10

Frank Johnson,
23 Q. Vhen did you tell Mr. Johnson Of this?
A. I did not telég him about that at all,
only When he started this case.
24 Q. Why did'nt you tell him before this time?

A. I did n¢t have any special reason for

net telling him; I just did not tell him; that is all.

25 Q. Have you ever see n Mrs. JOhnson with any Other

men?
A, No sir; I never saw her with but the two,
27 Q. Wi1th thege two men?
A, Yes.
27 Q. And who were the men?
A, One ~as Charles Smith; he is one of the
men,
28 Q. Where did you see her with Charles Smith?
A, I gaw her geing up the road with Charles
Smith at GOvanstown.
29 Q. When?

A, That was before the separation.

30 Q. Did they go down into the field or anything

0¢ the sort that night?
A. Yes; they went that way; thcy went down
the road right beside the field.

31 Q.  Did vou follow them?



11

Frank JOomson.

A. Yo sir.

32 Q. Have the parties to this suit liv ed or coO=-
habited together since the 30th., September
1914?

A. No sir.

33 Q. Is there any hOpe or expectation ©f their
ever gning back to live together any more?

A, Yo sir,

34 Q. What has been Johnson's conduct since the
senagration?

A. He has b =n a goed and true and chaste man.
36 Q. Did you ever visit their home while living t0~
gethoer?

A. Yes.

37 Q. How did he treat her?

A, He treated her good, and tried te
make her happy and things pleasant for her, and
tried to 40 all that he could for Her.

38 Q. How did she trcaf him?

A. Som times ; heard her snap at him in
speech, and sometimes she would get to guarreling.
39 Q. Have you ever known a couple to go to
the Lee House for any ©Other purpose other than to

have intercourse with each ©Other?



ne

Frank Jomnson,
A, NO sir; I have never known anybody else to
g0 there for anything else.
4, Q. It was generally known as a bed house?
A, It was then.
41 Q. How do you knew that it is a bed house?
A, Because I have been there myself.
42 Q. Fave you kncwn c¢f other people to g there?
A. Yes.
42 q. Did they tell ycu what they went there for?
A. Yes; but they 4id not have t0 tell me, when I

knew.



GENFRAL QUuxSTION

Do you know or can you state any other matter
or thing that may be to the benefit or advantage of the
parties to this suit, or either of them, or that may bve
material to the subject of this, your examination, or the
matters in question between the mrties? If so, state

the same fully gnd at large in your answer.




14

CARRIY JOENSON, a witness of lawful age, pro-
duced on bhehalt Of the Plaintiff, having been first
duly sworn, Adepeseth and saith as follews, that is to
say:
BY THE EXAUINER:
1l Q. State ycur name residence and 6cccupatien?
A, Carrie Johnson, 1108 Divigsitn Street; hCuse-
work,
2 Q. Do you know the nmarties te this suit?
A, Yes.
RY MR, BROND:
1l q. Was the Plaint iff married to the Defendant
on the 10th, January 1908?
A, Yes.
2 Q. Were ycu present?
A. Yese.
3 Q. Did they live together as hushand and wife until
the 30th. September 1914?
A. Yes.

4 Q. How 1ong has the Plaintiff been a resident cf
Baltimnre City, State of Maryland;.about hcew long;
has it been for moere than two years prier te the
filing 0 this suit?

Ar yefi ..



Carrie JChnson.
5 Q. How 10ng has he been living ig this
State?
A. All his 1life,
6 Q. How 10ng has his wife been living in the
State?
A, She has been living in the State all her
life tco.
7 Q. Did you ever vigit their home?
A, Yes.
8 Q. How did he treat his wife?
A, He treated her as a man Cught tc treat a wife,
9 Q. How did she treat him?
A. She did nc¢t treat him very goed at all; she
did things that che ought n¢t tc; quarreled and
one thing and aneother.
10 q. Have ycu known her t0 be back with him since the
separaticn?
A. Yo sir,
12 Q. Have they ever lived 6¢r cchabited with
each Other since the separation,- 30th. September
1914?

A. Yo sir; they have not,

12 Q. Is there my hope ©f & recotncilistion hetween

them; is there any hCpe Of expectation ¢f them ever



16

Carrie JChnson.
living tOgether again?
A, No sir.
14 Q. What has been his conduct since he has benn away
frém his wife?
A, Hig conduct; he has been wery gcod.
15 Q. Chaste?
A. Chaste; yes.
16 Q. Was he a true husband to his wife, zs far as
you knew?
A. Yes; as far as I kncw cf,
17 Q It has been testified here that she ran
arcund with men; d¢e you knCw anything about it?
A. Yes.
18 q. All right; tell us vhat ycu kn€v about it.
A, I saw her with this man <witw¢ men,
19 Q. What are i{hese =-- What are the names of
these twe men?
A, Rugus Thomas and Charles Smith,
20 Q. Did you ever see her with them?
A. Yes.
21 Q. Did her husband knOw that shewas
gCing around with them?

A, NO gsir; nct until he found it out.



17

Carrie J¢hnson,

22 Q. I mean at that time.

A, ¥O; nct at that time; he did not knew it at ihat
time.
22 Q. Was this prior to the separation?

A, Yes.
23 Q. Was Mrs. Johnson and these men in dakk
places when you saw them,

A. Yes; I saw her along the road, standing
and talking to them in the dark.
24 Q. Who?

A. Rufus Thomas.



QENERAL QUESZION

DO you know or con you staie zny other matter
or thing énm may be to the benefit or ndvaniage of the
partiog to this suit, or either of Them, or thul moy be
material to tho subj) oot of thia, your exmainabirm, or the
ma“ﬁte's in question between the partieg? 1f u0, state

the zzme fully ang-at large in your answer,




in the year of Our Lord nineteen hundred and.. <=

City of Baltimore, in the State of Mar

................................. o o7 .........(SEALD).

Examiner.

There are Exhibits with these depositions, to wit:

g R TS 100 3 g-TUNPURIORNINN ©)q '} 1 23 1 5 N U S OOV U

Xaminer.

I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINGTON, the Examiner before whom the fore-

going depositions were taken, do hereby certify t
a day, and taking the said depositions upon..... S&eZ ...
of which I was employed by the Plaintiff. ...

by the Defendant....ccoeeeee,
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W\XW/{MM e | IN THE \
CIRCUIT COURT

OF

4{ /&M/Z{/ Ny BALTIMORE CITY.

-
4 7

Judge of said Court:
The above cause is respectfully submitted

To the Honorable

for decree and the ,3d General Equity Rule is hereby waived.
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This case being submitted, without argument, 11 18 ordered by the Court, this j 7 day OW 191 ’%
Esq,

that the same be and 1s hereby referred to

Auditor and Master, to repotrt the pleadings and the facts, and his opinmion thereon

oy oty

Report of Auditor and Master.

BXX XX R RXR X WWRERXX XXX AXRIOXRALRAMER I XX xR exxdhm
BRFEXFAYXBLXBRBX ERX EHF XX R IR KR X IR K amx xR xk kaxpaxkkrRxf i sgxhgpxihexhrax
BEREXERH KN FEX R BXHEL BRAAXEH IR FXRRRRE X IR gk & ey yxm xdxwRxahaundsonnanix
P T 0 P 0.8:5.0.0.06:0,0 99893081 1.6 0@ I Ele:S .48

xzémrmmwxxxm:mxmxthximkmxxmmﬁtmm
TXXRELIKAZ .«

Pl rixtt P e X ER AR X X X BRI X XKW R EX X R X RRATER .

SHEX XK XXX R RB XN EEANE .

T X AUR IR TP XX EINBHX

REseXrERExLorx gxvingx thgxeuskefyxef s i xrinexxghtid
ABXAREXPRELRAALE .

WWW%XBWEMMEE
TEXXRBRRLAAX

BB BRI XA BBXYRBX X B EEFX LB XU BRTEE «

e . e A wm ot - . S S G e e Ao - m o= -



in
Q‘f
<

Ct. Ct.
25
%‘7 ﬁ-\ Docket No.u{ 7

Wi
£
| ::
)j/ PPUA /Q/ﬁ?//ﬂ/m

SUBPOENA TO ANSWER BILL OF COMPLAINT

No. 4

Filed ! Wm

’/O I_ ,‘,
i ( SN P71=7 SOLICITOR

s

SR —— —y e

PIERIR: S .yt <5 e —— -

%Ih&:wtumw i e e

how 4

Honuao T M Tlly

(Ve )




Form 18—6M
N

EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland
Cn

XMW

of Baltimore City, Greeting:
WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, that all excuses set aside, you be in your

person before the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, at the Court House in said City, on the

second Monday of W ]91 . to answer the complaint of

against you in said Court exhibited.

HEREOF fail not, as you wi]l answ rary at your peril:

WITNESS, the honorable MORRIS A. SOPER, Chjgf Judge of the Supreme Bench of
Baltimore, City, the /d % day of 191 7

Issued the /ﬂ‘% day of M- in the year 191 7

Notice to the person summoned: ‘%{ i E

“Personal attendance in Court on the day named in the abovewrit is not required ;
but unless within such number of days thereafter as the law limits, legal defence is made
in the above mentioned suit a Judgment by default may be entered against you.”’

Clerk.
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Form 18—6M

EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland

of Baltimore City, Greeting:
WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, that all excuses set aside, you be in your

person before the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, at the Court House in said City, on the

second Monday of /W]Ql/, to answer the complaint of

I ettor gﬂ%ﬁwﬂc

against you in said Court exhibited.
HEREOF fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril:

WITNESS, the honorable MORRIS A. SOPER, ¢Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench of
Baltimore City, the /J—% day of 191 7

Issued the /@ '% day of W in the year ]917
A

—ona (R T vlerk
Notice to the person summoned: ) :

“‘Personal attendance in Court on the day named in the above writ is not reqguired ;
but unless within such number of days thereafter as the law limits, legal defence is made
in the above mentioned suit a Judgment by default may be entered against you.”’
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WILBUR JOHNSON IN THE

VS. CIRCUIT COURT

SELINA JOHNSON oF

BALTIMORE CITY.

To the Honorable the Judge of said Court:

The petition of Selina Johnson, the above named defendant,
by T. Wilbur Meads end Arthur R. Padgett, her solicitors, respectfully
represents:

1. That she is the defendent in the above entitled suitt

2. That she has never been served with & writ of subpoena
issued in this case by this Honorsble Court, and that the docket
entries therein show thet she haé been returned "non est"™ on October 8,
1910.

%. That the said docket entries snd the papers in this suit
further show that J. Steward Davis, Esg., @ member of the Bsltimore Ber,
filed an gppearsnce on behalf of your petitioner on October 10th, 1917,
but thet he did hot file a written guthority or warrant of sttorney
from your petitioner:

4. That on or about October 7th, 1917, the ssid J. Stewsrd
Davis called to see your petitioner at her home in Govanstown, Maryland
. and told her thet her husband hed filed & suit for divorce asgginst her
and that he would like to represent her, but your petitioner refused
and told him to come $0 see her when her parents were home.

Bb. That on or about October ioth, 1917, your petitioner received
the following letter from the said J. Steward Davis:

October 9th, 1917.
Mrs. Selinag Johnson
801 Woodburn Ave.,
My Dear Madam:
In keeping with my promise of

Sundey, I beg to state thet I will call to

see your father and mother Wednesday evening



abhout 8.30 in the evening.
Hoping that the same is sgreeabl® to you,
I remein.
which letter your petitioner did not answer.
6: That on or about October 25th, 1917 your petitioner received
andther letter of said J. Steward Dsvis as follows:
QOctober 26th, 1917.
Dear tadam:
Kindly sign the enclosed power
of sttorney in your case concerning ¥§%P
gxx& which I talked with you, everything
has been arranged concerning my promise.
Your money will continue and you'can still
hgve the custody of your child: If possi-
ple I will call to see you yet you can call
or call me up if you choose. Send the
enclosed power to me signed snd I will send you
your pgpers.
Yours

J. Stewerd Davis.

The enclosed power of attorney mentioned in said letter is

gs follows:

Baltimore, Md. October 8th,1917.
I hereby sppoint J. Stewsrd Davis my
attorney to represent me in the case of
Eikktexxs Johnson vs. Johnson, Circuit

Court for Baltimore City.

7. That your petitioner never saw said J. Steward Dsvis after
his said interview with her on October 7th, nor did she reply to either
of his said letters nor sign ssid power of attorney, but your petitioner
did consult T. Wilbur Meads, Bsq. and showed him the letter dasted October
26th, 1917 and set out in paragraph 6 hereof; thet the sgid T. Wilbur
lMeads advised your petitioner that she need not tske sny action in said

suit until she had been served with a subpoens from this Honorable Court.



8. Thst even though your petitioner had not suthorized the
said J. Steward Davis to enter his appearance for her and even though
the said J. Stewerd Davis had by his said letter dated October 26th
gsked your petitioner to sign e power of attorney, he, the said J.
Steward Davis, had entered his appearance on behslf of ybur‘petitioner
on October 10th, 1917, as the papers in this case will more fully show,
without any suthority whatsoever from your petitioner.

9. That regardless of the fact that the ssid J. Steward Davis
hed no autrority to represent your petitioner in this suit, he filed
an snswer in her behalf snd continued in seid cese signing sll the
necessary paspers down to the submission for a decree, but there is
nothing t§ ghow that he was present at the tsking of testimony, end
your petitioner had no notice whatsoever of the taking of s:id testi~
mony.

10. That the said bill slleges and the testimony, tsken in
this case ex parte, accuses your’petitioner with having committed ~
gdultery end with having dese;g/the pleintiff all of which your peti=-
tioner says is untrue.

Wherefore your petitioner prays:

1. That an order may pess directing the plaintiff, Wilbur
Johnson, to show cause why all the proceedings in this case subsequent
tothe filing of the bill should not be dismissed snd declared null and
void end of no effect,

2. That your petitioner he given fifteen days sfter a final
hearing of this petition within which to file her gnswer to ssid bill.

3. And for such other and further relief as may be proper

(el S it

Solicitors For Pé%;}ﬁoner7

inthe premises.

()l
0_ i
Petitioner,



STATE OF MARYLAND, BALTIMORE CITY, to wit: '

I hereby certify thet on this /2géﬂﬁé%/* - dsy
of November in the yeer one thousand nine hundred and seventeen before
me a subscriber a Notary Fublic of the State of Msryizand in e nd for
+Baltimore City eforesaid persénally sppesred Selipa Pohnson the above
named petitioner and made osth in due form of law that the matters and
fects set out in the above petition sre true to the best of her knowledge
and belief.

Witness my hand and notarial sesl.

Notsry Public. -



Upon consideration of the foregoing petition end affidavit
it is ordered by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City this /
day of November, 1917, that all the pfoceedings in this suit of
Wilbur Johnson vs. Selins Johnson subsequent to the filing of the
bill be and the came are hereby stricken out gnd declared null and

ép&uw%ﬁfaéZaﬁmwu¢u.Abdh?/?VﬂWMT&@& actruerC

void and of no €ffec and thet said defendant be end she is hereby
eallowed to snvwer segid bill within fifteen days after a final deter~
minetion of this petition in favor of said defen ant, unle ceuse to
the contrary be shown on or before the \\J/ day
of November, 1917, provided a copry of this order he served on the said

‘_‘:ZfZ% day

this order be

pleaintiff or his solicitor on or before the

of November, 1917, and provided further that a copy

served on J. Stewerd Dayis or left at ?13 offlce at 215 Courtland

Strecet on or before the g:f;sg ;4;;ééz;5{ day of November,
1917
Lo lTon ?&:;ﬁc

= —

A copy of the foregoing order having been served upon the defendant as is
shown by the She;’}!’ s return hereon, no causejto the contrary having been shown,
it is this / day of /\ 19 —/7), ordered by the Circuit

Court of Baltimore City that the same be, and it is hereby made absolute and final.

~H Gthar et







WILBUR JOHNSON IN THE

Vs. CIRCUIT COURT Hamwms-
SELINA JOHNSON OF

BALTIHORE CITY.
I herebyhauthorizé?T. Wilbur Mesds, Esq. and

Arthur R. Pedgett, Esq. to represent me ss my solicitors

in the above entitled suit.

o, 1907 Def¢ndant.
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WILBUR JOHNSON IN THE

VS. CIRCUIT COURT

SELINA JOHNSON. oF

BALTIMORE CITY.

To the Honorable the Judge of said Court:-

The snswer of Selina Johnson to the hill of complaiant, filed
arginst her in the above entitled suit, respectfully shows:

1. Thet she admifs the allegations in paregraph one, except
the daltes set out therein gnd demands sbtrict and full rroof ftrereof.

2. That she neither sdmits nor denies the allegations of
peragranh two, but demands Tull end strict proof thereof.

5. Thet she denies the allegsbtions in peragrsphs three and
four.

4. That che gdmits the gllegations in nsragraph five.

5. T

jny
[3+]
ot

she deailes that the complaiasnt hss ever heen & gocod,
faithful, chaste, asffectionabte and true hushbend to her, and slleges

v/ that the connlsinant hes conducted himself with other women in a msn-
ner inconsisbent with %he conduct of s good, faitnful, chashte affec-
tionate and frue hushand.

Thet having fully suswered said bill of compleaint, she prsys

to he dismissed with her costs.

!
Solicitors’/for Deféqyantﬁ
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WILBUR JOHNSON
VS.
SELINA JOHNSOR IN THE

AND
CIRCUIT COURT

SELINA JOHNSON

VS. oF

WILBERT JOHNSON also known
BALTIMORE CITY.

— T et TN e S, et T, e TN sl N el TN et

gs WILBUR JOHNSON.
CROSS BILL.

To the Honorable the Judge of seid Court:-

Your oratrix, filing her cross bill, by T. Wilbur Meeds znd
Arthur R. Padgett, her solicitors, complsining says:

1. That heretofore she was sued for e divorce a vinculo
matrimonii in this Honorsble Court on the grounds of sdultery snd
absndonment, which she has denied in her answer and hes shovn that hexr
husbsnd is not entitled to the relief prayed for.

2. That on or sbout the 10th day 6f January, 1909 she‘was
merried to the ssid Wilbert Johnson, and she has resided in the State
of Meryland for more than two years lsst passed.

3. Thaet there hs¥€heen three children born to them ss a result
of seid marrigge, viz: Evelyn Johnson, =2lmost three years of age,
Lillien Johnson four end one hslf years of age and Msry Elizsheth
Johnson seven and one hslf years of age.

4. That ever since theilr ssid marrisge your orstrix has be~
heved herself ss a feithful and effectionate wife towerd the ssid
Wilbert Johnson.

5. That the sgid Wilbert Johnson on divers days and times
since the ssid merriage has committed the crime of adultery, end your

oratrix hss not lived or cohebited with the said Wilbert Johnson since

she hagc discovered the said adultery nor condoned the ssid offences in
any menner.

6. That the ssgiad Wilbert'Johnson without eny just csuse or



reeson sbandoned and deserted your orstrix on or about the fourth day
of October, 1914, that ssid desertion hes continued uninterruptedly
ever since, is deliberate end finsl and beyond any reasoneble expec-
tation of reconciliation.

7. That your oretrix has no meens of her own for suprort,
whilst the defendant is steadily employed et s wage of eighteen dol-
lars ($18.00) per week.

To the end therefore.

1. That your oratrix may be divorced s vinculo matrimonii
from the seid Wilbert Johnson.

2. That she may be swerded the custody of said infent children.

3. That she may be allowed elimony pendente lite, as well ss
permanent elimony for the support of herself and seid infant children,
and also & ressonsble sum as a counsel fee for her solicitors of rccord.

4., That your oretrix may have such other snd further relief
gs mey he proper in the premises.

Mey it please your Honor to grant unto yonr oretrix the writ
of subpoensa, directed t o the ssid Wilbert Johnson st Baltimore City
and Stete of Maryland, commanding him to be end apvear in this Honorsble
Court on some certain day to be nemed therein, and snswer the premises

and abide by and perform such decree as may be psssed therein.
- )
AQ’?WW

Solicitors fér CoT?ﬂaiﬁ%nt.

And gs in duty bound etec.

\
CompIainan%. %i



STATE OF MARYLAND, CITY OF BALTIMORE, to wit:

I hereby certify that on this ——':lIgﬁiﬁ} ~——— day of
December, 1917, before me the subsceiber, a Notary Public of the Steate
of Marylend, in and for Beltimore City sforessid, personally appesred
Selina Johnson, the within nsmed Complesingnt, and made oath in due form

of law that the matters snd fscts herein set forth sre true to the best

o Ot

ry Public.

of her knowledge, informstion snd belief.

Witness my hend and Notarisl Sesl.







Form 18—6M

EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland

M@W

of Baltimore City, Greeting’:
WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, that all excuses set aside, you be in your

109 U100

second Monday of @Tfﬂ t0 answer tle,\comp int of

against you in said Court exhibited.

person before the Circuit Court of Baltimore City,at the Coyrt Hous%. said City, on the

HEREOF fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril:

WITNESS, the honorable MORRIS A. SOPER, Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench of
Baltimore City, the /02/ day of CMW/ 191

Issued the / 0 day ()f@wée\/ in the year 191 r-)

@W Clerk.
Notice to the person summoned:

“‘Personal attendance in Court on the day named in the above writ is not required ;
but unless within such number of days thereafter as the law limits, legal defence is made
in the above mentioned suit a Judgment by default may be entercd against you.””



Wilbur Johnson
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‘ Selina Johnson
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Wilbur Johnson
VS,
Selina Johnson

IN THE CIRCUIT CQURT OF BALTIMQORE CITY,
and 00 | 000 eemmm e - e ————— i o e

Selina Johnson

Vs.

Wilbur Johnson,

To the Honorable the Judge of said Court:
Your respondent filing his answer to the cross-bill of the

defendant Selina Johnson, respectfully seys:

I. He admits the first, second, and third paragraphs of said bill,

II. He most emphatically denies the fourth and fifth paragraphs
and to the contrary says that he has always demeaned hinself as a

feithful, effectionate and chaste husband to the said defendant.

III{ He neither asdmits nor denies the sllegations contained in the
sixth paragraph of said bill, end demands strict and legal proof
of all therein contained. ’
TV.

Be denies that he is steédily employed at a regular wage of
eighteen dollars per week and further denies that his wife is
without meens of her own to defray the expenses relative to her

end of this litigation.

Wherefore, having fully answered all the material
allegations of defendantils cross bill, your respondent prays that

he be hence dismissed with proper costs.

And as in duty bound he will ever pray.
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ForM 19

IN THE

CIRCUIT COURT

OF

BALTIMORE CITY.

Ordered by the Cissuit Coulrt of Baltimore City[Bhis A \.-,_\.-:B davof.. f...: R 1) 7

4 - —
Mi, . 7. .appear before this Court in person,

/. 4

L , 191 ? at 10 o’clock A. M., and then and there show cause,

if any he may have, why he should not be punisheq fo; co%t of this Honorallq!e Court in not obeying
oc

, é/% )
the Order of this Court passed on the da{y of: AL

payment of Alimony, peadewte—Htey by him to th Zs & 7 ce e .

provided a copy of this Order be served on {he sai - 7 7 A0 T .
onorbeforethe..% . day of .. A= 19 7



Circuit Court.

GENERAL REPLICATION.

MR. CLERK,

Please file

Wil
FM%W% /%

{/j Solicitor & for Plaintiff .

No. ;
FILED__GQZ 191 K
<3




JM(/(./ , IN THE
¢ CIRCUIT COURT

OF

W LM ///%/J/ﬂ(/ e BALTIMORE CITY.
\<K/Lﬁo M | — , Term, 19

The Plaintiff  joingissue on the matters alleged in answer of

so far as the same may be taken to deny or avoid the allegations of the bill.

%,

Solicitor &~ for Plaintiff .
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Form 25—1M~10-16.
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Circuit Court
§oleciz

—OF—

y BALTIMORE CITY.
W o

’ Gazdo el
To the Honorable the Judge of the
Circuit Court of Baltimore City:

THE PETITION OF JMW m
/M//M/uafﬁ(__—-

in this case, respectfully shows that py/’a desire S to take testimony in this case, and
respectfully pray < that leave be grantedé/‘/ to do so before one of the Standing

e f T
Solicitorsfor S 2Le " m

Examiners of this Court.

,, Tble
ORDERED, this 28 day of 1918, that

leave be granted to the parties to the cause, to take testimony, as prayed, before any one

D N

of the Standing Examiners of this Court.



3 ? ‘}‘_:f =
In the CII‘ClIIt Court,
OF BALTIMORE CITY
DEPOSITIONS
1: No £/ /¢
£ PLAINTIFF'S C4$T8+/
' ;; Examiners.......... e
_ : Coptes g s MG E SR
o’ f Sheriff. LS R I T
- 1 STTTHTIT i e
: 8
DEFENDANT’S COSTS |
BXxaminers............ et e ’;
Copies ...
.S/zerzf
- Stenogm;)/zzr
% %Z Wm@/ﬁ




7 In the @ivenit Court &

OF BALTIMORE CIT\I.

of the Standing Examiners of the Circuit Courts of Baltiynore City, under and by

virtue of an order of the above named Circuit ssedsin said cause on the

/4 Ay
194

hundred and.c-%. fihosecae Lot my office, in the City of Balti

of Ma}yland, and assigned the
in the same ygar gt.ooovmdeee P clock in thWe=eEar7 CZKK‘;".noon and the
office of /y/ ........... . 4 v VY LT in the City and State
aforesaid, as the time and place for sugexaminatlon of witnesses in said cause;
at which last mentioned time and place I attendéd, due notice of such meeting

presence of the Solicitor......oeene of the

to take the following depositions, that

is to say :—



o
w

SELINA JOHNSON, the Plaintiff in this case, pro-
d uced on her own behalf, having been first duly
swtrn, devprseth and saith as follrws, that is to say:
BY THE EXAMINER:

1 Q. State your name residence and cccupation?

A. Selina Jehnson, Wocdburn Avenue;, GOvans; washing

and ironing.
2 Q. Do you know the parties to this suit?

A, I am the Plaintiff and my husband is the De-
fendant in the Cross Rill,

BY MR, PADGET:

1l Q. Now, Selina, When were you married to the De-
fendant?

A, January 10th., 1909,
2 Q. Have you a certificate of your marriage?

A. Yes.
Note: Same produced al filed as Plaintiff's Exhibit
Examiner No, 1,
3 Q. How long have you lived in the State of Mary-
land?

A, I was born here, and I am twenty-five years
01ld now.
3 9. You have lived here ever since?

A Yes.



Selina Johnson,
4 Q. Have you livgd in Maryland since you were mar-
riegd?
A, Yes; I have lived in Balt imere since I was mar-
ried. |
5 Q. Were you married to'anyb0dy else before you were
married to this man.
A. No sir.
6 Q. Are there any children of this marriage?
A. mhree.
8 Q. What are their names and ages?
A, Mary E. eight years o0l1ld; Lilliawn, five and
Evelyn three years Old;
8 Q Have you always been a faithful and affectionate
wife towards your husband?
A, NGCED |
10 Q. Did you ever give him any reaeon to leave you?
A, No; I did not.
11 Q. Now, d0 you knowv anything as tc¢ whether
your husband went‘around with ether wOmen Or nota
A, Yes.,
12 Q. State what it was.
A, Well, the girl that I know that he went

around with was a girl in Govanstown. He went



Selina Johnson,
around with her before he left me. He would g0 out and
stay all night 10ng, snd would come hOome in the merning,

and whenéver I wanted him I could find him there whenever
I went there, I could,~ I could always find him thefe.
14 Q. What was the name nf this girl.

A. Beatrice Benscn,
15 q. Where did she live?

A. Glenwoed Avenue.
16 Q. Glenwnnd Avenue, Govanstown.

A, Yes.
17 Q. How close is that to wke re you live?

A, I guess & out four cr five squares .
18 q. FoOur or five squares from your hOuse?

. A. Yes; nCt my more than that.

19 Q. You used to see him down there at that house.

A. Yes; I used to see him there, and whencver I
went there I could find him right there.
20 Q. Now, when did you find out that hewas running with
this woéman?

A. Well, it must have been,- I guess it was a year
or s0 before he left me.
él Q A year or so6 hefore he left you?

A. Yes. I used to hear so much talk, but I

did not believe what I heard, and I watched to find



Selina JOmnson.

out, and when I hegan to watch I found out that
what I had heard was true.
22 Q And you say that he left you?

A, Ye s,
23 Q. Whenddid he leave you?

A, Oc tober.
24 Q. What year®

A. 1914,

26 Q. Now, 4id he have any just reason Or cause to
leave you?

A. ¥e¢ sir; he did not.

26 q. Will you state just what happened at
that time.

A. I heard that = that Sunday night he stayed
out all night 1ong and he came in MOnday morning and
commenced t06 pack up his clothes and said =-- I saild
"What are sou going to do" and he said "I am going t©
leave you". It all started abOut a dress that
I wanted him to buy me and he would not buy it for
me and I wan t and bought it myself, and he said that
if I cou@d buy something to dress in that I could buy
sOmething to eat, and when I came in that day I
caught him standing over the dress with a razor in
his hand about to cut it up, and 1 got after him about it,

and he packed his clothes and said that he could go



Selina JOhnson,
where he could get something to eat; that he had moOre
thanoone home; that this was not the only hOme, and he
said he did not have to work, and that he had some
one working for him every day.
27 Q. What day was that?
A, MOnday.
28 Q. On or about October 4th,
A, Yes; ©on or about October the 4th., was when he
came back after his sui. case, and this
Sunday was just hefore October 4th,
29 Q. The Sunday before October 4th.
A. ves; in the same week.
30 q. He packed up his clothes, you say, at that time.
A, Yes.
31 Q. And left?
A, Yes.
32 Q. And when did he come back again.
A, Ol Friday night.
33 Q. The folldwing Friday.
A. Yes; the fellowing Friday of the same
weelk.,
34 Q. That was October 4th?
A, Yes; about that.



Selina Johnson,
35 Q. And what did he do?

A. He said that he wanted te get his clothes, and
said that he was going to leave, and when he got out
in the yard he turned around, and he told me to
get the oldest child ready that he was going to take
her with him, and I said no that he would nct that
if he could not provide for his child there that he
cculd not provide fcr her if he to0k her away,

36 Q. Did he say anything else at that time.

A. He said very little to me that night.
37 Q. But he left that time?

A, ves.

38 Q. Has he been back t0 you since?

A. No gsir.

38 Q. Has he tried to come back to you; has he
tfied t0 make up with you.

A. we sir.,

40 Q. You have not s=cn him at all.
A NOo sire.
42 Q. Now, after October 4th,, 1914, what did you
do with resnect to him supporting yourself and children.
A, I had him arregsted for non-support.

41 Q. YOou had him arrested for nOn-support?



42

43

44

46

arrest?

a7

4"

48

49

> o 2o p o PP

Q.

A.

Q.
A.

Q.
A,
Q.
A,
Q.

Selina JOhnson.
What magistrate'did you ﬁd before?
Mr. wyeades.
A Justice of the Peace.
Yes.
At Towson?
Yes.
At @ovans?
Yes; at GOvans it was.

And you swore out a warrant for his

YEs.
And had him arrested?

Yes.

What happened at the trial,

He was ordered 10 pay me three dellars .
Three dollars a week?
mhree dRllars a week; certainly.

~Did he defend himself and say that he had not

left you or anything of that kind.

50

50

A.
Q.
A.
Q.

He said that he had left.
He :aid that he had left?
Yes.

And did he pay sou the moOney after that.



Selina Johnson.
A, He paid the three dollars regularly after that
for a time, And then he got down to two dollars,
and then-Fedicd not get anything.

51 Q. Is his abandonment of you de}iberate and final?

A, Yes.
52 Q. And beyond any hope Of a reconciliation?
A, Yes.

53 q. How much does your husband made, do ,0u know?

A. I judge that he gets fram $2.50 to
$3. a day; not less than that I know.
53 Q. He was Ordered hy Judge Meade t© pay three
dollars a week?

A, Yes.
55 Q. YWow, I want t0 ask you this: How much do you
think that you can get on with at the present time? That
would be about the same, would'nt it?

A, Yes.
55 Q. About three dollars a week?

A, Ye s.

CROSS EXAMINATION BY MR, BOND:

1 Q You say that he left you October 4th.

.A.. YeSo



Selina Johnson,
2 X Q. What year?
A. 1914
3 X Q. October 4th,, 1914?

A, Yes.
4 X Q, Did you give him any cause for his leaving?

A, No sir.
5 X Q. You do not know why he left.

A, He left because I was not willing to support
him; work,
6 X Q. You gay that he threatened to cut you with a
raza ?

A. I gsaid that he was going t0 cut a dress that
I had bOught, but he threatened to do me harm many
times.
7T X Q. With regard to your testimOny in direct
examination, that he wanted to take the child with
him?

A, Yes; he did.
9 X Q. Do you want him to have the custody of the
child now?

A. No gir.
10 X Q. You dont object to Bim seeing the child
and taking it out fer a walk and the like of that?

., I do object
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Selina JOohnson,
11 X q. Why?

A, I do n¢t want him to have anything toeddo
with the children; he is not fit to see them.
11 X Q. It is his chilad?

A, Yes; it is his child.
12 X Q. D vou object O him seeing the child.

A. He can see it if he comes tC the hOuse,
but I d0 not want him to take her away to any place.
He does not care anything for her; if he had he would
have done semething for her,

13 X Q. Would ycu Objéct t¢ his moth r taking
the child feor a walk and bringing it back te you.
A, I dont think that I would objectttc her.
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ANNIE WILSON, a witness of lawful age, produced
on behalf ¢f the Plaintiff, having hcen first duly
gworn, depnseth and saith as follcws, that is to say:

BY THE EXAMINLER:

1 Q. State your name regidence and cccupaticn?

A, Annie Wilson , Woodburn Avenue; GCvanstown;
washing and ironing.
2 Q. Do you knew the parties to this suit?

A. Yes.

RY MR. PADGET:

1 Q@ Who is the Plaintiff?

A, The Plaintiff is my.daughter.

2 Q. The Plaintiff is your daughter?

A. Yes.
3 Q. Now, dc¢ you know that your daughter was married
t0 the Defendant on January 10th., 1909?

A, Yes. |
4 Q. How do ycu kncw that.

A, It was right in the parlor and I was a witness.

6 Q. And saw them married?

A, Yes.
7 Q. Whomwas the Minister.

A, The Revermend Jameg Frey.
8 Q. You knOw that Mr. and Mrs. JOohnson hsve
the reputation Of being married among the people

whe knew them,
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Annie Wilson,
A, Yes.
2 Q. And they lived togetheraas husband and wife?
Yes.
10 Q. And have three children?
A, Yes,
11 q. As testified t¢ by the Plaintiff?
A, Yese
12 Q. Now, at that time were they living at ycur
hous e?
A, They stayed there all the time.
13 q, They stayed there &all the timee.
A, Ye se.
14 Q. And she still lives at your house?
A, Yesg.
15 Qq. Now, did she hehave herself as & faithful
and affectionate wife towards her husband?
A, She certaihly did,.
16 Q. And did her duty as & wife shoulad?
A, She certainly did., .
17 Q.  YOu have heard the Plaintiff testify as
te the gbandonment ¢f her by her husband
A. Yes.
18 Q. Can you tell us what yoeu know gbout that.

B35 ¢ g “u mean; when he lef't her,
WITNﬁSS‘ What do ycu rean; W
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Annie Wilscn,

COUNSWL: Yes. He came in that morning and started
tde pack up his clothes; he had stayed out Sunday night
all night and he came hOme in the mérning wery early and
packed up his clothes and went out.
19 q. That was prior t4c Auggﬁﬁ 4th., 1914.

A. Judt previous to it;the same week; =nd he
did not ccme back any more until Fr.day, October
4th., 1914, and he packed up hiz zuit case and all,
and iaid that he was geing to lesve and after he got
0u7%ide, he said for her t6 get the child ready, that
he was going to take her with him, and she said no0 he
would not, that if he could not support her
whee shewas that he could not support her where he
would take her,

20 @ Has he ever comne back since that time?

A, No sir.
21 Q. Were you present at the trial beft¢re Judge yeades?
A, Yes.
22 Q. Has he zent her any money for suppe t outside
of what Judge Meads ordered?
A. N¥o sir; nét a penny.
22 Q. Do you kxnew anything abcut whether the

Defendant ran around with women or not.

A, I certainly do,
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Annie Wilson,

23 Q. What do ycu knoew about that?

A, He lived right acrog: the 1ot from me, and he
- and when T used to go0 t6 Church I would see him going
dacwm the back with her as a courting couple, and he was
holding her hands.
24 Q, WVhat is this girl's name.

A, _Bertha BensOn,
35 Q. Rertha Benson,

A, Bertha Johnson or Renson.
26 Q. Then did she take his name,

A. NO; I dont think so, She was a JohnsoOn,
and she married a men by the name ©f Benson, but
she gtes by the name o0f Bessie BensOn now.
27 Q. Did the Defendant have any reason focr leaving
your daughtcr?

A. Ne sir; not a bit in the world.
28 q, NO reason at 2117

A, No sir,
29 Q. Is his desertion in your opinion de-
1ib rate and final and beyond any reasOnable
expectation of a econciliation?

A, Yes.
30 Q. And has this degertion continued uhinter-

rup‘tn‘d‘l’:"‘”S’in'Cc Oc tob er /1_ th , 191 49
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A,

Annie Wilson,

Yes.

31 Q. Do you think that she can get along on $3a a

week alimOny at the present time.

A.
31 Q.

Yes; I think s® with her working.

With the three dellars a w€fk and the moOney

she received/frem her work she can get along?

A,

Yese

CROSS EXAMINATION BY MR. ROWD:

1 X q. You d¢ n®t know the cause 0f his leaving?

A,

")nl,

NO sir; only that he left, and this woman was the

cause that I know of,
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T, WILBUR MEADES, a witness of lawful age, prcduced
on behalf Of the Plaintiff, having been first duly
sworn, deposeth and saith as fellews, that is to say:

tBY’THE EXAMINER:
14Q. State your name residence and occupation?

A. T. Wilbur Meades, GOvanstown; Attorney at Law.
2 Q. Do you know the parties to this suit?

A, I do,

BY MR. PARGETT:
14. Now, Mr. jyeades, the Plaintiff has
testified that she had her husband arrested subsequent
t 6 October 4th., 1914. Do you know when this
case was tried,

A. Way 22nd., 1916
2 Q. What h=ppened?

A, Well, at that time I was Justice of the Peace at
GovanstOwn; she came up and swOre out & warrant for him for
non-support c¢f herself and three children , and I issued
the warrant and gave it to the Officers, and the
Officer arrested him and he was brought befOre me,
and he waived his right to a jury trial and
the State waived their right to a jury trial, and
he was tried before me, and found guilty, and ordered
t0 pay three dollars a week, nnd I understand that he
gi-d bhet £6r sereral: W% and ;ch,en it got down to twR

AT ara, T think for meassiblv a year; and he would
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T. Wdilbur Meads..
ray something after that but not regglarly; it wasg
paid to me and I paid it eover to her.
3 Q. Is this a certified coOpy ©of the Docket entries
of that case?

A. It is. I would like to say this, to meke it
clear: I wa 8 Magigstrate from May 1916 to the
latter part of March 1917, when I resignéd. On the
18th. May 1917, I turned my criminal dccket into
the Clerk's office of the Circuit Court at TowsoOn,

and this cOpy was taken from that.
4 Q. But that was tzken from your docket?

A, Yes.
Npce: Same produced and filed as Plaintiff's Exhibit
Exgriner Ne, 2.

CROSS EXAMINATION BY MR, BOND:
1Xaq. At the trial before you = your Honorable
Court, did he say whether he left rr whether she
left him.
A, Well,- Let's see~-==

COUNSHL INTERRUPTING: Was there any statement made
as to which one lei't the other.
WITNESS: I d¢ not recall whe ther there was any statement
Of tHat™Kind made; tne question pefore me was whether

3 wrrd d s 14 witla an? il Aran
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T. Wilbur Meads.

he was suppOrting his wife and children.
2 X Q. But there had heen a separation.

A. Yes; there had been a separation.

rEDIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. PADGEIT:

1RDQ But you arc sure that she stated that
he left her?

A, Yes.
2 RD Q. Of crurse, the cause Of the separation
did net come up before yocur Court?

A, No sir; it was just a matter Of whether
he was suppOrting the children at that time,- Cr her.
3R DAQ. Did Kate Johnson, the mother of the
Defendant,'testify befOre you.

A, Yes.
4 RDAQ. ﬁid she accuse the Plaintiff of ever
having done wwrong.
A, No,
5 RD Q. And did her husband, the Defendantk eccuse
his wife Of having done wrong.
A, It is a little hard for me to remember

those things. I have a memorandum here. NO; he

did not ; he did not accuse her of doing wrong.



GENEKAL QUESTION

Do you %know or cah you state any other matter
or thing that may be to the benefit or adva.ntage of the
parties to this suit, or either of them, or that may be
materiel to the subject of this, your exemination, or the
matters in question between the parties? If so, state the
game fully and ' in your .amawer.

Ae === 0
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SELINA JOHNSON, the Plaintif f in this case,
har ing been heretofeore produced and swoern, recalled:
BY MR. PADGLTT:

14Q. You remember that your husband sued you for di-
verce Ooriginally in this case?

A. Yes.
2 K. And yeu have filed a Cress Bill?

A. Yes.
3 Q. Did you testify under the original Bill
filed by yeur hushand?

A, No sir,
4 Q, When did you first learn about that suit that
he had against you?

A. One Sunday afterncon.

5 Q. Tell us about that.

A. A man came to the house and said that he
was an attorney at law, the name was Davis, I think,
and said that he had filed a bill against me,
and that I did not have t¢ d0 anything, that it did
nct cost me a penny if I signed the paper, and

I would!not sign the paper, and he went away, and twe
or thrce days after that he came back to see me,
and I said that I would rath:zr he come back and see me

when my parents was at home , and he said that later in



23

Selina Jochnson,
the week that he would be at the house, and - ¢ n a
Thursday, and Thursday he never showed up, and he sent
a special deliveryand he said that I must have mislaid
the paper, and why did'nt I sign it, znd he sent another
paper and I would not sign it, and then he sent
andther fellow and wanted me t® sign ancther paper, and
I would not sign, and that is the first that I
knew about it,
6 Q. Do you remember what date that was.
A, I can net remember that date now.

7 Q. You received the letter = about October
26th., 1917; about that time?

A, Yes; I knew that it was ig the month of
October.
8 Q. A power of attorney?

A, Yes; a power of attorney.
10 Q. A power of attorney in that letter?

A, Yes; he said that if I signed that it would

give him the right to go ahead.

11 Q. That was in October?

A, . Around that, I think.
12 Q. But you never signed it.

o sir
A. N
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Selinz Johnson,
13 Q. And since that time you have employed ny-
self and Mr. Meades, and we had the whOle proceeding
stricken Out since the filing ¢f the Bill,; is that
correct?
A, Yes.
14 Q, In the testimony given by William Johnson,
he accuses ayou 0f having committed adultery with Charles
Smith in September of 1914; is that true?

A, No sir; it is not true, He never saw me with
any man the whole time that I was with him, and he ean
nct saynthat I committed anything like that.

15 Q. You always stayed home, did you?

A. Yes.

16 Q. Did not go out at night?

A, No sir, When I went any place I went with
hinm,

17 Q. You never went out by yourself.

A, Not unless I went arcund the road to go to werk
¢r come te tCwn G6r 10 the market,

18 Q. Did you ever stay out all night?
‘ A, No; I never stayed out all night; even
while I was single I did no* do that.

19 Q. AnCther witness has testified in his testi mony
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Seline Johnsoﬁ.

that he saw you g¢ to the Lee house On COurtland Street;
a house 6f bad repute, and that he als0 saw you mith
Charlie Smith Out on the road near a field in GOvans.

A, He never saw it.
20 q What have you to say to this.

A, It is not true.
21 q Do you knCw where the Lee House is?
A, No sir.
22 q Did yru ever hear of it before?
A, Yo sir; not ﬁntil I heard it in this Bill,
Q

22 Q. Do you knew where Courtland Street is.
A. No sir; I have never een on CCOur:land
Street. ‘
23 Q You 40 not know where Courtland Street is?
A, NOo gir; I have never been On Courtland Street.
25 Q. Where is Charlis Smith now?
A, Dead.
27 Q. When did he die?
A, He died laét May, I think; T hink it was last
May. \
28 Q. It was before the taking of testimony in this case
A, Yeg.
28 Q, Did he die hefore last October?

A, Ye S'
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Selina Johnson,

29 Q. October 19172

A, Yes.
30 q. How much hefore that?

A. He died in the Spring, I think it was; in
April,
32 Q. pefore lagt Summer?

A, Yes.
33 Q. He died in the Spring of 1917°

A, Yes; along about there.
33 Q, - NOw,aan0ther witness testified at this pre-
vious ## taking of testimOny that she saw you with two men;
one was Rufus Thomas, and the 6ther was Charles Smith;
do ycu know Rufus Thomas?

A. Yes. She might have seen me talking to him,
If I meet anybody Of course and have anything to say,
I would stop,and speak; I do nct run away from anybody
Any One may see me talking to them, but they never saw
me in any improper conduct;
34 Q. Digd you -=-
WITNESS INTERRUPTING: They testified to & different
thing when 41f0re Justice Meades; Why did'nt they
testify tO that then if it was true, He left because
he did not want to work and support me; if he left because

1 was deing wrong, why didint he say that then when he
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Selina Johnson,
was tried before Judge Me ades. > They never mentioned it;
the three of them did not mentioncit, She said - that
woman = that she did no% know anything abhout me.
35 Q. Phey were before Judge mMeades?
A. Yes.
36 Q. And you say that ycu have never been puilty
of adultery?
A. Yes.
BY MR. BOND:
14Q. Do you know where Mr, Davis is now?
A. T heard that he was at Camp.
2 Q, Camp Meade.
A, Yes.
3 Q. You de not knoOw yourself, whether he is
in the service of his Q@ountry now, or not, do -you?
A, No sir.,
4 Q. Ycu have just heard it.
A, Yes. I saw him in uniform, =0 I suppOse

he is serving hig Country,



GENERAL QUESTION

Do you know or can you state any other matter
or thing that may be to the bencfit or advantage of the
parties to this suit, or either of them, or that may be
material to the supjeect of this, your exemination, or the

matters in question between the parties? 1If so, state the

same fully and afge in your answer,

A ===J /)
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ANNIE WILSON, a witness heretofore produced and

sworn, recalled:
BY MR. PADGETT:

149, Did the Defendant ever accuse his wife of
running around with oth~r men?
A, No sir; I never heard him say anything about
running around.
2 Q. Did she to your,knfwledge run arocund with other
men?
A. NO sir; I was too strict o n her.
3 Q. Did she stay out at night at any time?
A, No sir.
4 Q. Did she have any improper relations, as
far as you know with Rufus phOmas or Charles Smith?
A. Ne sir.
5 q. Do you kxnow whether she ever went te
the Lee HoOuse?
A. No sir; I dont thi nk my girl ever went toO
any such places; T did not raisehher for that.
6 Q. Do you know any:ching aboOut it,= where it 1is.
A, No sir,
7 Q. Did you ever hear of it before?

A. No sir.



GENERAL QUESTION

Do you know or can you state any other =natter
or thing that may be to the benefit or advantacge of the
parties to this suit, or either of them, or that may be
material to the subject of tﬁis, your examination, or tke
matters in question between the parties? If so, state the
sarme fully and e in your answer.

Ao -
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CIRCUIT COURT

M@ﬁ\ , /éni%% W’\X / WBL:I:IMORE CITY

. Term, 19 /X
/

¥
This case being submitted, without argument, it is ordered by the Court, this vzj day of

(78 191 §, that the same be and is hereby referred to % il ﬁ . ”éf 7 Esq.,

Auditor and Master, to report the pleadings and the facts, and his opinion thereon.

P S

Report of Auditor and Master

Bill for divorce a vinculo matrimonii and for the
custody of one of the minor children of the parties filed by the hus-
band against his wife on the grounds of adultery and of abandonment.

J. Steward Davis, Esq. appeared for the defendant, but without wiitten
authority. The testimony taken appeared to establish the adultery

of the wife and the husband would have been entilled to a decree upon
the filing by Davis of written authority from the wife to represent her.

Thereafter defendant filed a petition alleging that
she was not summoned and that Davis appearsdl for her without authority
and the Court passed an order striking out all proceedings in the case
subsequent to the bill. The defendant thereupon, after answering,
filed & cross-bill for divorce a vinculo matrimonii, for the custody
of the minor children and for permanent alimony on the grounds of
adultery and of abandonment. Code 1911, Art, 16, secs. 36-41.

i Defendant to cross-bill summoned and answers by
solicator. Testimony taken on behalf of plaintiff in cross-bill.

Residence of plaintiff in cross-bill in Maryland proven.

The marriage nroven.

The abandonment by defendant to cross-bill, its finality
and the irreconcilability of the parties proven.

Case made for giving the custody of the minor chidren
to the plaintiff in the cross-bill.

It is submitted that the wife's testimony denying the
adultery alleged against her (together with the defendeant's failure to
himself again testify or to recall his witnesses) sufficiently discredits
this charge against the wife.

Attention is called to the wife's testimony that Davis
appeared for her to the original bill without authority. It also tends
to show that Davis is now a soldier. He appears to have taken no part
in the proceedings on the cross-bill.

More than thirty days have elapsed since the filing of
the cross-bill.

Case submitted and ready for decree.

Auditor and llaster.
Pee $1z.§o paid. March 26th, 1918.
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Decree of Divorce

WILBUR JOHNSON IN THE

-VS-—

SELINA JOHHSON | ~ Circuit Court

‘ ' OF
CROSS BILL. ms;\ \
SELINA JOHNISON , BALTIMORE CITY
‘ -VS- ‘
e WILBUR. JOHNSON. .o e — Term, 191 8.

This cause standing ready for hearing and being ,duly submitted, the prcceedings were

by the Court read and considered. %

It is thereupon, this

by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, Adjudgéd, Ordere and Decreed,. that the
] ‘ ’

said __.Selina_Johnson - - - - - = = = - e m T

| .  in the cross-bill |
the above named Complama_llp be and she is hereby DIVORCED A VINCULO MATRI-

MONII from the Defendant, .t0..the ¢ross-bill, the said Wilbur Johnson; Land
thet the original bill of Wilbur Johnson v: Selina Johnson be and the

same is hereby dismissed.

~ AND IT IS HURTEER ORDERED that said compleinant in the cross-bill

shall have the guardianship end custody of Evelyn Johnson, Lilliam John-

son and Mary &, Johnscin. the minor children of the parties in the vnro-

- And it i# further Ordered, That the said..defendant. to. the cross-bill

pay the cost of this proceeding. . ﬁl/l/“%

Form No. 29
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Ordered by the Circuit Court of Baltimore ity this.... —..... day of. W 19120

ithat the =72 . . R Sl WO ML e SN A s B appear before this Court in person,

con the.. 0. .day of. Mwy , 1938 fat 10 o’clock A. M., and then and there show cause,

if any he may have, why he should not be punished for contempt of this Honorable Court in not obeying

7
the Order of this Court passed on the .. é ....day of...&Z/ IS)Yf.directing the
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payment of Alimony, peadonta=s®by him to the &2 SN ORI B S T
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Sflju\m, %&w IN THE

CIRCUIT COURT

1 OF
W '/U)MJL 3@/&%‘1 BALTIMORE CITY

Py
Ordered by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City this /%

day of % 1923C
that the appear before/this Court in person,
on the day of

, 1942, at 10 o’clock A. M., and then and there show cause,

if any he may have, why he should not be punished for contempt of this Honorable Court in not obey-
ing the Order of this Court passed on the A& M day of Q/\J«z

payment of Alimony, pendente lite, by him to the

provided a copy of this ;% rder be served on the said

on or before the day of Wﬂ/f , 192 i é Z 9 ; j
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,(/414

IN THE

CIRCUIT COURT

. VS,
OF
/C %WJ BALTIMORE CITY.

\ 2/ Y 4.
Ordered by the/(}ircuit Court of Baltimorg‘:@ity thig... .... dayof.._4 M .. 1910-¢

tthat the~Z-Z-C .. A appear before this Court in person,

con the.. 270, .. day of . %w.y , 1932 #at 10 o’clock A. M., and then and there show cause,

if any he may have, why he should not be pumshed for contempt of this Honorable Court in not obeying

4
the Order of this Court passed on the .. é ...dayof., S22k ... ... o 191{directing the
(-’M »

payment of Alimony, mesdcmtotid®by him to the J2LL2ctpde LA » ... ... .o .. ,.. .. ... ...

provided a copy of thlséar be serve heWé Z Az 77 AN

on or hefore the .. day of .. . Tty .,T-IQQI.

//f""”’V@a g2 4 4 M




The aforegoing Order having been'returned ‘“‘Non Est” as appears by
the Sheriff’s return thereon; it is Ordered by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City

this / ¢« day of 192/ , thatthe time fo showmg cause
under said Order be extended to the . day o 192 / ,

nd the time.for service of a copy of the same be extended to the day of
W\/ﬁ@\ 192 . m W (?
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SRLINA JOHNSQON

IN THE
CIRCUIT COURT
vs. OF
WIIRERT JOHNSON BALTIMORE CITY
Ordered by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City tius ° day of JUNE 1928

¢

that the DEFFNDANT

appear before this Court in person,
on the / % day of  JUNE

, 1922 at 10 o’clock A. M., and then and there show cause,

if any he may have, why he should not be punished for contempt of this Honorable Court in not obey-

ing the Order of this Court passed onthe 28th  day of APRIL , 19,19, directing the
payment of Alimony, pendente lite, by him to the. PLAINTIFF
provided a copy of this Order be served on the said NITFENDANT

on or before the ? day of JUNE ,19 23 Z

Payable through P.a. )
Man in Court April 28, 1919, and ordered to pay $3.00 a week, and to

pay $1.00 a week on arrears of 16 weeks. In March, 1921, man was in

on an attachment, and ordered to pay $3.00 a week, and as much as

possible on arrears.

Arrears from April 28, 1919 to June 5, 1922
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192
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Selina Johnson

A

A\

Wilbert Johngon

ORDER OF COURT

No. B.

Filed 192
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Selina Johnson IN THE

CIRCUIT COURT

OF

vs

Wilbert Johngon BALTIMORE CITY

Ordered by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City ths 5" day of June 1922

that the Defendant,

appear before this Court in person,
on the 1z day ot June

, 19 2,2 at 10 o’clock A. M., and then and therc show cause,

if any he may have, why he should not be punished for contempt of this Honorable Court in not obey-

ing the Ql'der of this Court passed on the RBth day of April , 19 29, directing the
payment of Alimony, pendente lite, by him to the Pleintiff

provided a copy of this Order be served on the said Defendant,

on or before the 9" day of June , 1922.

@arroll T. Bond
Payable through P.A.

Man in Court April 28,1919, and ordered to pay $3.00 a week, and to pay
31.00 a week on arrears of 16 weeks. In lMarch,1921 man was in on an attach-

ment, and ordered to pay $3.00 a week, and as much as possible on arrears.
Arrears from April 28,1919 to June 5,1922 $308.00
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