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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT

CLIVIA ELIZATZATH JILBURN

VS. : oF
JiES H.HILBURN : H BALTIMORE CITY.

TO THE HJONORABIZ,THE JUDGE OF SAID CCURTs

Your Oratrix cemplaining respectfully sayss
I. That she was morried te her husband,Jemes .Hilburm cn
the 10th day cf Zeptember,I908 and with whcmrshe resided until
the 2Ict day eof April,Io2v.
2e That fcr scme years past the said James H.Hilburn,her
husband ,has treated her with great cruelty,harshness and brutalityL
2t times striliing ond teating her ond that his ccnduct has now
beccrie sc imteclerable that she can endure it nc longer,

3. That ever since said marriage ycur Oratrix has behaved

herself as a fzithfuljzaffeecticnate znd ciaste wife tcwards the

s.id James H.Hilburn, 2and her entire cenduct hazs always been abcve

reprcach,
4e That there is one child,Ids Hilburn,age eiszhteen menths,
5e Thzt her husband,the said James H.Hilburn,is seized and

possessed of a large amcunt of real and perscnal estate in this
State,vhile your Oratrix is withcut means cf suppert, except frcﬁ
her own labor and the charity cf her friends .

6e That ycur Oratrix is whelly deétitute of means cf sup=-
perting herself during the pendency cf this suit, or ef defraying

the cecsts :nd expenses attenting the presecuticn of the. same,



TO THE END, THEREFORE:
(1) - That ycur Oratrix may be divorced A Mensa et Thora
from the said James H.Hilburn,her husbande.
(2) That your Oratrix may have the guardianship and custedy
¢f the infant child,lda ﬁilburnn
(3) That your Oratrix may be declared tc Be entitled to re-
ceive,by way cf zalimony, such an allowance cut of hér said
husbandt®s estate as may be proportlcned tc the means and statlcn
in 1life of her said husbande
(4) That,in the mezntime, the said James H.Hilburm may be
required tc pay untc ycur Oratrix a reascnsble sum fcr her support
and maintenance during the pendeney of this suit, and such sum or
sums cf mcney as may enable ¥cur Oratrix tc empley ccunsel to
prcsecute this suit and to defray the necessary costs and expenses
thereof. )
(5) That ycur 6ratrix may have such éther and further re=-
lief as her case may requiree.

May it please ycur Henmer te grant unte ycur Oratrix
the Writ of Subpecena directéd against the szid James H.Hilburn,
commendkng and requiring him to be and appear in this Ccurt an
some day certain to be named therein te answer the premises and
abide by =2nd perform such decree cr chér as may be passed therein.

AND as in auty bcund,etco

PLAINTIFF

STATE OF MARYLAND,BALTIEORE CITYyto wits-

I HEREBY CERTIFY,that cn this 22nd day of April,in the
year nineteen hundred and t.enty seven,befcre me,the subscriber,a
Notary Panblic of the State ¢f Maryland,in and fcr the City afore-
said rersonally =ppeared 0livia Elizabeth Hilburn and made ocath
’in due form of law that the matters and facts in the fcregcing
bill sre true as therein stated.

AS VITXNESS my hwnd and Notarigl Seal,

a
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Form 18—2M

EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland

o James H., Hilburn

1944 Drypid Hill Ave.

of Baltimore City, Greeting:
WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, That all excuses set aside, you do within the time limited

by law, beginning on the second Monday of Bhy next

cause an appearance to be entered for you and your answer to be filed to the complaint of

Olivia Elizabeth Hilburn

against you exhibited in the Circuit Court of Baltimore City,

HEREOF fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril. '

WITNESS, the Honorable JAMES P. GORTER, Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench of Baltimore
City, the 14th day of liarch 192 7o
Issued the 23rd day of April , in the year 1927,

MEMORANDUM: You are required to file your answer or other defense in the Clerk’s Office, room 206,
in the Court House, Baltimore City, within fifteen days after return day.

(General Equity Rules 11)
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IN THE

CIRCUIT COURT

OF
BALTIMORE CITY

WM TERM, 192 7

that the defenda.pt

pay to the plaintiff

the sum of..._, p

g
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No.
CIRCUIT COURT

VS

To

The above case in which you appear as solicitor, is

in the assignment for hearing on
at 10 A. M.

WM. M. CARSON,
Clerk.



A copy of the foregoing order having been served upon the defendant as is
shown by the Sheriff’'s return here

it is this..... 7 ... day of
Court of Baltimore City that

and no cause to the contrary having been shown,

et 192 ), ordered by the Circuit
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[Decree Pro Confesso]

IN THE

Circuit Court

OF

BALTIMORE CITY.

e Term, 192

The Defendant having been duly summoned (netified~b3-Order.of-Rublieatien>to appear to

the Bill of Complaint, and having failed to appear thereto, according to the exigency of the writ,

(satd-Ozder)

“ L1t X
It is thereupon this Q day of in the year nineteen

hundred and twenty (Q €141/ by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, ADJUDGED, ORDERED and
DECREED, that théh‘comp]ainant is entitled to relief in the premises, and that the bill of Complaint be and
is hereby taken pro confesso against the defendant. But because it doth not certainly appear to what
relief the Plaintiff is entitled, it is further Adjudged, and Ordered, that one of the Examiners of this
Court, take testimony to support the allegations of the bill.

/“/JMmL/W *
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IN THE

Circuit Court

VSs.

Disg N il fcir s | OF

: BALTIMORE CITY

ey Term, 192 >

, 192 7: that the same be and it is hereby referred to

............. , Esq., Auditor and Master, to report the.

pleadings and the facts, and his opinion thereon.

H- Qublian. Pl

Report of Auditor and Master

ill ivor a o}

husband ontthe ground of crueltv. Code Art . 183 Sec. 37-42.

Defendant summoned but failed to answer. -

Plaintiff's residence in Baltimore City at the time of the filing

of the bill proved; also that cause of divorce occt

city proved.

The marriage proved.

Cruelty of the defendant proved.

Case made for awarding the guardianship and custody of the minor
chidd of the parties to the plaintiff, and charging the defendant with

the maintenance and support of said child.

D PYrRE . p n

thirty days have since elapsed.

Case ready for decree.

\

Auditor d%§:§:ster. )

Dec, 12, 1927
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The within is a proper decree to be passed in
this case.
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DECREE OF D1VORCE.

IN THE
.......... OLIVIA ELIZABETH HILBURN. . ... __ Circuit Court
OF
VS.
BALTIMORE CITY,
________________ JAMES. H.. HBILBUBRN o] aemeeecir e meeeeeecceceee a2 TOrM, 192

This cause standing ready for hearing and being duly submitted, the proceedings were by the Court
read and considered.

It is thereupon, this..._....._.. /Q%— ...... day of.----------Xt{.’.QCAAA(&'iAJ.--_ , A.D. 192 ?
by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, Adjudged, Ordered and Decreed, that thesaid - - ~ - - -
OLINVIA.ELIZABETH. .HILBURN -t TS mm s mom oS = = o = = = = o = =

............... it.is further. ordered. that the. guardianship..and..custody.-of--.-..
IDA HILBURN, minor child of the parties be.and they.are hereby.awarded
to. the Complainant, QLIVIA ELIZABETH. HILBURN,..and..the.Defendant,..JAMES
H__._.HILBIJBN_.be__and__he_ia_hereby..-charged--wit;]g-i;he-.main.t@nance--and--supper—t_

of said child and shall pay _therefor and_as.alimony_to. the.said. Complain-
ant, thessum of $35.00 per. week, all_subject to_ the further.order.aof. ..

(O} A v o s = 070 3 & o v U

And it is Further Ordered, That the said...Defendant, JAMES H.. HILBORN. -..-._ - _-

- moﬂ%

pay the cost of this proceeding.
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OLIVIA ELIZABETH HILBURN e ¥. IN THE CIRCUIT COURT

VS. : ‘ OF

JAMES H,HILBURN BALTIMORE CITY

TO THE HONORABLE,THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

Your Oratrix complaining respectfully says:
(1) That on or about the I3th day of December,I927 she was
granted a divorce a mensa et thoro from the respondent,James H.
Hilburn.
(2) That your Oratrix has not been able to pay the usual
attorney's fees to counsel fof representing her; that the respond-
ent is a registered pharmacist,the proprietor of a prosperous
drug store at Druid Hill Avenue and Presstman Street; that the
respondent is also possessed of several valuable pieces of real
estate in Baltimore Citye

WHEREFORE your petitioner prays that this Honorable
Court will allow a Jjust and adequate counsel fee to her attorneys,
Davis and Evans to compensate them for the services performed in

/GWDAM

this proceedinge.

ATTORNEYS FOR PEAINTIFF



ordered this Z/ aay of %% 1928 that the re-

spondent pay %M”;W — to Davis and Evans as
/

counsel fee in the above case. p@f///é Le 7/@-"9 ¢ LA %
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FORM 19

CIRCUIT COURT

vs.
. OF
. A/ * #‘Q/AAMN BALTIMORE CITY

Ordered by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City this 7 .day of %W 192 Q/
that the WW appear before this Court in person,
2 U aNA

on the / day of , 192 f at 10 o’clock A. M., and then and there show cause,

if any he may have, why he should not be punished for contempt of this Honorable Court in not obeying the

. 7 o o
Order of this Wn the / ‘¢ day of , 192 (dlrect;mg the
payment of A\me»y—pa\ﬂ’mé' 5 te, by him to the @W W
provided a copy of this Order be served on the said 4/ W/W”‘*/

onor before the /2" day of 192 @7
i 7 Pty %%/%/ ﬂ?ﬁ///////f___
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Form 19

lra st oo

IN THE

CIRCUIT COURT
J@@‘% - W‘V‘W BALTIMORE CITY

appedr before this Court in person,

on the , 192 K,' at 10 o’clock A. M., and then and there show cause

if any he may have, why he should not be punished for contempt of this Honorable Court in not obeying the
Order of this Court passed on he......l e
payment of W by him to the
provided a copy of this Order be served on the said...........

)

on or before the

day of VX




ORDER OF COURT




Form 19

IN THE

CIRCUIT COURT

ffelloeonnr >
ﬂ BALTIMORE CITY

........ , 1922 at 10 o’clock A. M., and then and there show cause
if any he may have, why he should not be punished for contempt of this Honorable Ceurt in not obeying the

. V4
Brder of this Court passed on the..../.és....“.»..r. ........ day of

payment of Alimony, gendemte=ite, by him to the ... ._

provided a copy of this Order be served on the said

on or before the....(/..% .....day of W




Serve on Ct. Ct. B !

ORDER OF COURT

R e odar iy

Filedo oo '_ ' 192....
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vs.

IN THE

CIRCUIT COURT

OF

BALTIMORE CITY

Orde1 ed b j the Clrcult Court of Baltimore City this........ / .......... day of....... }W7 ................ 192_.?

that the.... AL AP LA LA CCUCT e appear before this Court in person,

ay of ... M ......................... 192Z at 10 o’clock A. M., and then and there show cause
if any he may have, why he should not be pumshed for contempt of this Honorable Court in not obeying the
W

Order-of this Court passed on the... ./ . % . , 192 7 directing the
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In ihe @ivenit ouetoo

OF BALTIMORE CITY.

of a desire to take testimony in the same, I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINGTOX, one
of the Standing Examiners of the Circuit Courts of Baltimore City, under and by

virtue of an order of the above named Circuit Court, passed in said cause on the

office of [T in the City and State

aforesaid, as the time and place for such examination of witnesses in said cause;

™

at which last mentioned time and place I attended, due notice of such meeting

is to say :—



OLIVIA BLIZABETH HILBURN : In the Circuit Court of
VS.

Baltimore City.
JALES H. HILBURN

Test imony taken before me, A. deRussy Sappington,
Examindr, in the offices of Messrs. Davis & Evans, in
Baltimore, on June 20th, 1927, at 2;00 P. M.

Mr. J. Stewart Davis appeared for plaintiff.

Thereupon---
OLIVIA ELIZABETH HILBURN,

the plaintiff, of lawful age, produced on her own behalf,
being duly sworn, .testified as follows:

By the Examiner:

Q State your name, residence and occupation?

A Olivia Elizabeth Hilburn, 1402 Madison Avenue,
housewife.

Q@ Do you know the parties to this suit?

A Yes, I am the plaintiff and my husband is the
defendant.



By Mr. Davis:

Q When were you married?

A On September 10th, 1908.

Q@ You say your husband has treated you with great
cruelty and harshness. State briefly some of those acts?

A When we were in Detroit, Michigan, there was a
lady on the operating table in the back of the Doctor's
office and he was back there with her between two and
three o'clock in the morning and was getting ready to have:
intercourse with her an@ I interrupted it and he came home
and we quarreled and then he beat me and I came home to
Baltimore and returned again to Detroit. Then we had
another fight in Detroit about a woman.

'@ About when was that?

A Prior to January, 1916, and then we moved to Texas.

Q What ocicurred there?

A He had a girl up in the room that time and the same
thing happened:

Q@ What do you mean, the same thing happened?

A Fighting. Then I came home and he wrote for me
to come back again. The next time was in Baltimore.and he

struck me several times here.



Q Where were you living at the time?

A At 2030 Druid Hill Avenue.

Q@ Do you remember being struck after having an
operation performéd?

A I was on a lounge and he dragged me to the steps
and tried to throw me down.

Q@ What was your condition then?
I had just hed an operation performed.
How long before?
Six weeks.
Had you recovered from that operation?

No.

o = & o & P

When was the next time?
A At his store, at the drugstore, and he beat me

severely and he ran me up Druid.Hill Avenue into my

mother's house.

Q@ What parts of your body did he beat?

A My face; I had a swollen face and my eye was black
for about a week.

Q@ You say you were run from the store up to jour
mother's home?

A Yes, about a block above.



Q@ Did your mother or father have to treat you?
A Yes, they had to wash the blood off my face.
Q@ Were there any other instances after that?
A Once he came home in the morning and I refused to
let him get in the bed and he threw me out of the bed.
.He hurt my eye.
@ What had been your conduct towards your husband,
kind, faithful and affectionate?
A Yes.
Q@ Did you give him any cause or reason to treat you
as he did?
A No, sir.
Q Were any children born as a result of the marriage?
A One child, Ida, about eighteen months old.
2 Who has the care and custody of the child?
A 1 have.
Q@ Do you want the care and custody of the child?
A Yes.
Q@ I understand you and your husband have agreed
that thirty-five dollars would be & fair amount of alimony.
Is that agreeable to you?

A Yes.



Q@ And you ask that amount?

A Yes, sir.

Q Have there been any other actions of brutal
treatment that you have not told about?

A He called me a very hard name.

Q What was the occasion for that? )

A I got after him sbout having women in the drugstore;
his actions weren't very becoming and he called me a common
bitch.

Q@ Did he ever use any other profanity to you?

A Yes, frequently.

Q I have here two letters. Where did you get those
letters. ‘here did you get this one,from New York, dated
February 22nd, 19277

A PFrom his pocket.

(We offer the letter. Filed and marked "Plaintiff's Exhibit,
Examiner's No. 1"). » )

Q .Where did you get the other one?

A The same place.

(We offer the letter. Filed and marked "Plaintiff's Exhibit,
Exeminer's No. 2"). )

Q@ Did he deny they were written to him?
A DNo, he didn't.



Q What was said about that?

A We fussed about it.

Q When did you separate?

A April 21st, 1927.

Q Have you forgiven or condoned his offense since
then?

A  No.

Have you lived or cohabited with him since?

A No.



GENERAL QUESTION

Do you know or can you state any
other matter or thing that may be to the benefit
or advantage of the parties to this suit, or either
of them, or that may be material to the subject of
this, your examination, or the matters in question
between ths parties? If so, state the same fully

and at large in your answer,

A, =S-- o ‘ v
Beow o & Fg o,



Thereupon---

JOSIAH DIGGS,
a witness, of lawful age, produced on behalf of the
plaintiff, being duly sworn, testified as follows:

By the Examiner:

Q State your name, residence and occupation?

A Josish Diggs, 2040 Druid Hill Avenue, Manager of
threatre.

Q@ Do you know the parties to this suit?

A Yes,\Mrs. Hilburn is my daughter.

By #pr. Davis:

Q@ Mrs. Hilburn has just testified as to several
beatings administered by her husband. Did you ever ses
her at anytime after those beatings?

A One time.

Q@ When was that?

A She ran to my house and we had to wash the blood
off her face. He ran her from the drugégare to our house.

Q What was her condition?

A Bleeding and her face was swollen.

Q@ Did you have any conversation with Hilburn relative
to that beating?

A Yes, 1 £old him never to hit her again and he

promigsed he wouldn't.



b O P & 9 &£

Q

husband?

A

10

Did he deny he struck her?

No.

Did you éver see her after any other beatings?
She came to our house and told us he beat her.

What was the condition of her face at that time?

, I don't know; I don't remember.

What was Mrs. Hilburn's conduct towards her

She is my daughter, but I think she has been an

ideal wife.

]

2 £ P O b o

Was she a kind, faithful and affectionate wife?

Yes.

Did she give him any cause to treat her like he did?
No, except for criticising him about other women.
There is one child; she has the child, is that right?
Yes.

Is she & fit and proper person to-have the childe-

Yes.



GENERAL QUESTION

Do you know or can you state any
other matter or thing that may be to the benefit
or advantage of the parties to this suit, or either
of them, or that may be material to the subject of
this, your sxamination, or the matters in question
between ths pﬁrties? If so, state the same fully

and at large in your answer,

Ao -

r
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Thereupon---

ADELE CARR,
a witness, of lawful age, produced on behalf of the
plaintiff, being duly sworn, testified as follows:

By the Examiner:

Q@ OState your name, residence and occupation?

A Adele Carr, 2034 Druid Hill Avenue, hougewife.

Q@ Do you know the parties to this suit?

A Mrs. Hilburn is my sister.

By Mr. Davis: ’

Q Mrs. Hilburn has testified to several beatings
admini stered to her by the defendant, James Hilburn.
Did you ever have occasion to see her after these beatings?
Yes, I have seen her afterwards.

What was the condition of her face and body?
Her eye was swollen and dark.

What is commonly known as a "black eye"?

b O B O b

Yes.
Q@ Did you have any conversation with Hilburn afterwards

relative to those beatings?
A Yes, I asked him why he hit her and told him he

ought not do that and he said he was angry and was very sorry



13

Q@ Did he deny he beat her?

A No, he practically admitted it.

@ She states she was married on September 10th, 1908;
is that correct? |

A Yes.

Q What was her conduct towards her husband?

A Perfectly all right.

Q@ Was she a kind, faithful and affectionate wife to

him?

A Yes.

Q@ Did she give him any cause or reason to treat hér
as he 4did?

A' Only getting after him about women and late hours
and things like that.

Q@ There is one child, that's right?

A Yes.

Q@ Is your sister a fit and proper person to have the
care and custody of the child?

A Yes, sir.

Q@ ©She states she lived with her husband until April
21lst, 1927. To your knowledge, has she forgiven or condoned
his offense or lived with him since that date?

A No.



GENERAL QUESTION

Do you know or can you state any
other matter or thing that may be to the benefit
or advantage of thé parties to this suit, or either
of them, or that may be material to the subject of
this, your examination, or the matters in question
between ths partiss?! If so, étate the same fully

and at large in your answer.

(edibe Cann.



No other witnesses being named or produced before me, T then, at the request
~ -

hénd and seal, on this..............L« 4

in the year of Our Lord nineteen hundred and

@(% ...................... (SEAL)

City of Baltimore, in the State of Maryland.

Examiner.
There are....... ﬁm ...................................... Exhibits with these depositions, to wit:
I /
Plaintiff’s. oo Exhibit,«,.... Evanirnes o Yo e A

I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINGTON, the Examiner before whom the fore-

going depositions were taken, do hereby certify that-I was-employed-in-assigning

a day, and taking the said depositions upon
of which I was employed by the Plaintiff
by the Defendant.........cccocoeeees



