
J. STEWARD DAVIS
ATTORNEY AT LAW

118 E. LEXINGTON STREET



Herman Gibson In mhe Circuit Court

vs. of

Olive Gibson Baltimore City.

To The Honorable, The Judge of Said Court:

Yi-ur Oral, or, cumi-kming, respectfully says:

PIR5T, Tiiat the forties hereto vere married on or about

the 2nd. day of June, IyI7, m WashingtonD.C. ^nd lived together

as man Mid v;ife i.ntil on or about ^ecember 17, I 1 J I7 ,

SKCONP? That your Orator is a resident of the city of Bal-

timore, state of Maryland, and has been for more than two years

r* +-' -i' the fi l ing of this b i l l of complaint. That the respon-

dent in a non-resident of the city and state of Maryland and -./hen

last heard of was m Washington 7).C.

T̂ IRT*, That tho; ,;.. .....-, conduct of yoi-r orator towards his

wife has always been kind, aifectionate, and aDove reproach, she

v/ithout any just cause or reason, abandoned . orator.; to live

• . . ^ ry . V,.,.., . .., _ . i d Ol ive -ibiiv.. .„ ^ . . and

t imes committed the crime of a d u l t e r y , and with d ivers men v/

names are unknown to your Ora tor .

FOURTH, T .,.'u „ ui-r Oi\.;,ur ±±^L, ,,ot l ived with the sa id 01iv.e

Gibson, s ince he discovered the said a d u l t e r . ->r has he con-

doned the said a d u l t e r y .

F I F T H , 'j'--i.t . o' .ilci/^ _.;\u ^ ^ „ __JUlt of said

marriage. — — — — — — _

YOUR ORATOR PRAYS:

-u- A divorce a vmculo matrimonnii from the respondent .

-b-Such o t a . : x u ^ - ^ / ^ the case rrû y r e q u i r e .

-e yoi ertmt unto your Orator , . . . . - - -

forth the nature and substance of^ _ _ ^ t . . j t

u u b i l l und wonuns

xn person or appear by solicitor on or before a c c ^ .W ,

-; ., . t: ^ _;, ahow cause. , if any - • - , . ^-

cree should not be pass.'1 '•



As m duty bound etc.

State of Mu.rylc.nd )
) T

Solicitor for Complainant

m-.y of Murch, IiT.I 'leraby cer t i i ' . l iixt on "li

"uefure ;".t .rubscriber, u notary public m und iur L.HC =̂s=p* *.i

Bttl t i^ore, . uf Maryland, personally appeared Herman Gibson,

t-ia Co.' , ̂  i.u.ut m the . ^ - . , , , . - - t J b i l l and made oath in due form

of liis know ledge and "beleif.

Notary Public.



J.Steward 7)avis

Iia E. Lexington St.

In The Circuit Court of Baltimore City.

Herman Gibson Vs. Olive Gibson.

ORDER OF PUBLICATION:

1'.,̂  object of tins suit is -_. ,-rocure a decree for a divorce

A Vinculo Matrimonnii-L, by tht . ntiff from the defendant.

The Bill states that the parties thereto were married in

Vc-ojj.. T*.C. un or ab^» ^ - —t,. . „„ ui1 June, I'JI7 and lived to-

gether as man and -ife until on about the I7"h. ci.y uf December

1919. That the plaintiff is a resident of the city of Baltimore,

state of Maryland a.uc. .̂ .s been for : ore Lhan tv,o years prior to

the filing of all of complaint/ That the defendant is a non-

resident of .his city and state, and v/hen last heard of ".vas in

Wash. "D.C. T?u.t ,,.iuu.,li the conduct of i our orator towards his wife

has always been kind, affectionate, and above reproach, she v.'ith-

out any just cause or reason, abandoned your orator; to live in

adultery. that the said Olive Gibson H .s on r'ivers o>.v . ...id times

conawitted the crime of adultery, and with divers men whose names

are unknown to your Orator. That there are no children born as

a result of said

It is^a«rt;..ruiy|by the "ircuit Court of Baltimore City,

ordered this Z^day or"lMilJSO. That the plaintiff by causing

a copy of this order to be inserted in some daily newspaper, pub-

lished in the city of Baltimore, once a week for four successive

weeks, before the <5£bday of1*! 1920. and give notice to the said

defendant,Olive Gibson (Now absent) of the object and substance

of this Bill and warning :u/u to be and appear mjthis Court m

person or "by solicitor, on or before the |1̂ dc.y of̂ . |i920. to

show cause if any she may have, \»hji a decree should not be passed

as prayed.



Certificate of Publication

JHE DAILY RECORD.



THE DAILY RECORD

• \J. Steward Davis, Solicitor; : "
• •••-; 118 E.'Lexington!St.. " ; ,̂ >;

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF BAI/TI-
-MORE CITY —(B—1G9—1920)— Herman^

Gibson vs. Oliva Gibson. t '
ORDER OF PUBLICATION.

The object of this suit is to procure a
"decree for a divorce a vinculo matrimonii
by the plaintiff from the defendant.

The . bill * states that, the parties-thereto
were married in Washington, D. C. on or
about the 2nd day of June, 1917, and lived

[together as man and wife until on or about
I the 17th day of December, 1919. That the

plaintiff Is a resident of the^ i t y ' o f 'Bal-.
'.tirnore, State of Maryland, and has been
ifor more than two years prior to the fll-
'ing of the bill of complaint. That ' the de-
fendant is a non-resident of. this city and

; State, and when last .heard of was in Wash-
ington,, D. C. That, though the conduct, of
, your orator towards his- wife has always
I been kind, affectionate and above reproach,
she, without any just cause or reason,
abandoned your orator, to live in adultery.
That the said Olive Gibson has on divers

. days and times committed the crime of
i adultery, arid' with divers men whose
. names are unknown to your orator. That |
there are no children born" as a result of

I said marriage. • -•: _<
•' It is thereupon by the Circuit Court of
Baltimore City, ordered, this 24th day of
March, 1920, that the plaintiff by causing a ,
copy of this order to be inserted in some '
daily newspaper, published In the City of
Baltimore, once a week for four successive
weeks, before Hie 2fit.h,<lay of April, 1920,
and give notice to the said defendant, Olive
Gibson (now absent), of the object" and
substance of this bill and warning her to
be and appear in this Court, in person or
bv solicitor, on or before the 12th day of
May, 1920, to show cause, if any she may
have, why a decree should not be passed
us prayed.

ROBERT F. STANTON.
True copy—Test

i CHAS. R.'WHITEFORD,
! mh25apl,8,15 Clerk.

Baltimore,
APR 1 5 1020

ment of Order

We hereby certify that the annexed advertise-

f /lS<yt^6d^U^fV Circuit Court

-of BaltimoMTiGity, Case of"

VS..

was published in THE DAILY RECORD, a daily

newspaper published in the City of Baltimore, once in

each of <i//tf~&£s1t^ successive weeks before the

First insertion jWltf/t^i;, <^....<^U , 192 #



Decree Pro Confesso.



[Decree Pro Confesso.]

IN THE

vs.
Circuit Court

«ft OF

BALTIMORE CITY.

Term, I9tu>

The Defendant having been duly Btiiuiffuuid (notified by Order of Publication) to appear to

the Bill of Complaint, and having failed to appear thereto, according to the exigency of the

(said Order).

It is thereupon this ^1 day of / U{AH- in the year nineteen

hundred and A/UJ^UA^J by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, ADJUDGED, ORDERED and

DECREED, that the complainant is entitled to relief in the premises, and that the bill of Complaint be and

is hereby taken pro confesso against said defendant. But because it doth not certainly appear to what

relief the Plaintiff is entitled, it is further Adjudged, and Ordered, that one of the Examiners of this

Court, take testimony to support the allegations of the bill.

STATE OF MARYLAND,

BALTIMORE CITY, SCT :

I hereby certify that on this *^ ̂  day of V/v*-**̂ —j 19

before me, the subscriber, a Notary Public, of the State of Maryland, in and for the City aforesaid,

personally appeared \\jLh^^~+_^— G ^ i ^ v v ' and made oath

in due form of law that her (his) huaband-(wkfe) the defendant in the above entitled case is not in the

Military or Naval service of the United States Government, to the best of *8f (his) knowledge, informa-

tion and belief.

As Witness my hand and Notarial Seal.



Docket 1... 169/1920 „.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT

He.rman... Gibson
rs

Olive Gibson

DEPOSITIONS

ALFRED J. CARR, Examiner



vs.

Olive Gifceon

Herman Gibson

3ln tlje Olfrrutt (Enurt
OF BALTIMORE CITY

A Decree Pro C*>nfeeqr> having passed ,

and notice having been given me by the Solicitor for the; P l a i n t i f f - - - -

of a desire to take testimony in the same, I, ALFRED J. CARR, one of the

Standing Examiners of the Circuit Courts of Baltimore City, under and by virtue

of an order of the above named Circuit Court, passed in said cause on the

24th day of — May \9^Q_t met on

the - " 24 th - - day of - - May - - j n the year nineteen

hundred and twenty - - at my office, in the City of Baltimore, in the State

of Maryland, and assigned the 24th - - - day of May - - - -

in the same year at 3 ,3 o - - o'clock in the a f t e r - noon and the

office of the Bxaialnev - in the City and State

aforesaid, as the time and place for such examination of witnesses in said cause;

at which last mentioned time and place I attended, due notice of such meeting

having been given, and proceeded in the presence of the Solicitor of the

" * ~ " P l a i n t i f f - - " • * " ...to take the following deposition, that

is to say:—



HERMAN GIBSON, the Plaintiff produced in his own be-

half, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith as follows:

BY THE EXAMINER:

13,. Stats your name, residence ai.d occupation.

A- Harman Gibson, 301 II. Eden TJ A;, Baltimore, and l

work as a Laborer at Sparrows Pol..", .aryland.

2Q. Who are the parties to this suit?

A- 1 am the Plaintiff, and Olive Gibson is my wife, the

defendant.

PY MR. DAVIS:

3Q. U..--U, v.'1"""-- and by when v/rr* you -. - i-,l?

A- "'n June 2nd, 1917, in hashing ton, D.C., by the Reverend

Mr. Wesle^r, a Minister of the Gospel.

4 . ..-;5 ou "--^r p. v.-"7.-v-'t of the City o_ .. . J . . .^ . . - ,

S ; a t (gf Maryland, for .an two years p r i o r to March

34th,1920?

A- Yes. I have been h*re four yea r s .

5Q. I S your wife nov; or was she on March 24th, 192: , ...

res ident or a non-resident of the Sta te of Maryland?

A- Sh= i s a non-resident of the S ta te 'of Maryland.

6q. l"her* i s she?

A- l do no'; 'mow. The l a s t l-heard of her she was in

Washirr-ton, D. C.

r i " . us been your conduct and t r -a tment towards your

wife during the whole of your married l i f e ?



Herman Gibson

A- I was a good true faithful husband to her. I treated

her kind?.y, a. . rovided for her.

8Q. Are you no;v living together?

A- No.

9n. Which one left th« other?

A - S h e 1 - " •••«.

10Q. Why did eheleave you?

A- Pheleft me because she wanted to go with another man,

r.r.-*-' Cliff Freeman.

11Q. When did she leave you?

A- On December 17th, 1917.

13Q. YOU 8&y sh- left yo . on December l^zh, 1917?

A- Yes.

13Q. Where did she go, if you know, and v/ith whom?

A- With Cliff Freeman, and lived four doors ay/ay from me.

14C£. Whose houae what that?

A- There wer* a lot of boy3 e saying there.

15Q. Did you sse them together there?

A- Yes, t;>.ree days after we parted.

16Q. Did they live together as man and wife?

A- Yes. I went ,..̂ J.v, to see Abe ':—•':•'3, 0 lived near

there, and I saw my wife and Cliff Freeman in a bed-room

together.

17Q. Wer<* any children born of t '•- ~ arriage?

A- No.



Herman Gibson

18Q. Have you ever seen y.rur wife anyvhere e l s e w i t h t h i s

man C l i f f Freeman?

A- Yes.

19Q. Where?

A- On the s t r e e t , and in the Tharatre, and in'Lfr. S t o t t ' e

house .

20Q. Did your wife have a room a t t h i s house?

A- Y«s.

21Q> Yon were not l ivi . . . .-.I4:::. \c~ -'• -1- • t time?

A- No.

22q. Did Cl i f f Freeman corn* to ss« her the re?

A- Yes.

23Q. Did you aver see him in her bed-roora there?

A- Y«s.

24Q. How was she dressed wh«r. -ou saw her?

A- In a night~gown.

25Q. You looked i n her room?

A- Yes.

26Q. ir. \'i'uA-'c p o s i t i o n was she?

A- She was in the bed, and h« was s i t t i n g down on the bee

27Q,. Di•', y . =v_.. so- .asm at any o ther house t c • ' «r?

A- Yes. I aa>v them a t i lr . Cook's house on Fourth S t r e e t ,

Steelton, Pennsylvania.

28Q. V/he. ---... - see them in that house?

A- In a bed-room.



Herman Gibson

S 9 Q . Did h« hav« a room ther-r?

A- Yes.

30Q. And "-r- e- . h- .• un.1 Cliff .• i --.• ..-.au in -1--.--* ?

A- Yes.

31Q. Have jrou ever lived with your wif« or cohabited with

her since you discovered , . .^ , she was co^•.fitting; '.'* " "sxy

with th i s F^eanan?

A- No, I have not.

32Q. Have you ever forgiven or condoned her offenses?

A- No, I have not.

4



Question by the Examiner:

Do you knot? or can you state any other matter or thing

that may "be of benefit or advantage to the parties to this

suit or either of them or that may be material to the sub-

ject of this your examination or the matters in question

between the parties? If so, state the same fully and at

large in your answer,

Answer-

•5



FRAN*" ^!™r*1~1S, - u::«ss \^, ..^^, on behalf of the

Pla in t i f f , being duly sworn, depossth and saith. as follows:

' •; THE EXAMINER:

Y\. Szh. e your r.an ., _ iidencc ._., occupation.

A- Frank S t o t t s , 71 Frsder ickStreet , . I ton, Pennsyl-

vania, *ep a Boarding.HCuss.

2^. .. _._ arti«e "to this suit?

xi- Yes, I ::nov7 both of them. I have known them tver sine*

their b i r th .

... "R. DAVIS:

3". " v . resent at the marriage?

A- No.

43. Co you ;. whttiier the-- lived together as tan and wife

and were so : -• - ':::sir neighbors and relatives and

friends, and whether tha .. their reputation?

A- Yes, ,ow that . And He introduced ;:er as his wife.

5-0. •.'-."•• "."y child en bofn of ' carriage?

A- i:o.

6Q. Dc -. know whether Mr. Gibson, the Plaintiff in th is

c se, ha^ ----• e. ^-^v'.int of the City of Baltimore, State

of Maryland, far mo :•• than two years prior to March 34,1920?

A- Yes, I know that .

7:i, le ^--- •-. -; ov c non-resident of the State of

Maryland?

A- i s a non-resident of the StaJ;e of "laryland. She is

i:. --aing-co?:, D. C.



Frank Stot t s

8Q. Where did she l ive before going to.Washing ion, . C ?

A- She lived in Steelton, Pennsylvania, and then went to

Washington, D. C . ,w i th Cliff Frrrman.

9^. The pa r t i e s to t . . i s sui t separated <bn December 17th,

1917. Do ., k- ow that?

A- Y-ss, i - was in December, 1917.

10Q. Which one lef t the other?

A- She le f t him.

11Q. How do you know that?

A- Because she was a woman who ranted a room at my son's

house, Number 39 Frederick Street , and she lived . - . : by

hsrsslf . And Cliff Frssman v/:as also rooming thtre at the

same time, and he was always coming toher room.

I2q. She had a room there before c l i f f Freeman had a room

A- Ye s.

13T. And cliff Freeman would come to her ronm -.v'.an _~. .w.-.

a re £T~ at that time?

A- Ye s.

14^. Have you ever seen him on the street with her?

A- Frequently.

15^. At wha;: rs of the night?

A- I v.scd :o ses them anywhere from seven to ten o'clock.

1 6 ^ . D o y... _..ci/ _. -•--• R - - w - '••*••• r e l a t i o n s w i t h C l i f f

Freeman?



Frank S t o t t s

A- Yes. I l ived in chs sams house . .«..= sh« l ived then,

and I know that she would go out and stay cut /•'.,.

This was before eh* left h«r husband. She used :o come in

a3 la ts as t-sn o'clock at ni^ht with Cliff Freeman.

17Q. DO ou knav anything about their having been at Mr.

cook's house togeth*r?

A- No.

18Q. ":now with w];ora she lived in ^ton, Penna, ?

A- (ViH: Cliff Freeman, and then she went to Washington

D. C , to live as man and wife with him.

19Q. ii^s :r. Gibson lived •./it:i or cohabited with his wif«

since he discoverrd ^dultsry?

A- lo, . as not.

20^. What wa: 1-J - - • ;~nd conduct towards his wife

during iime they lived together?

A- Kind, affectionate, and hard .rorking man, and a good

8



Question by the Examiner:

Do you know or can you state any other matter or thing

that may be of benefit or advantage to the parties to this

suit or either of them or that may be material to the sub-

ject of this your examination or the matters in question

between the parties? If so, state the same fully and at

large in your answer.

Answer; # w

9



JEN1HE HALL, i tneas produced on behalf of the

ri ••- --1:':f •"' . - — J . . - . - ~ -cv :-^ depoes-ch and s a i t h as follows:

BY THE EXAMINER:

1^. State your name, residence and occupation, i f any.

A- _.3. •'•:...:.-. ^11 , ^1 rr-id-:-'i.ok f^ri^i;, .1 ,- i l ton, Penn-

sylvania, and I .loueewife. I ::«ty. . .us t for Mr. S to t t s

the g-ntlsman who has ^ust t « s t i i i « d .

2Q. Dr' v- ĵ. kno ; the p a r t i s s to t h i s su i t ?

A- I do. I have known them about ten or f i f t e e n ytuica

at leas t .

3Q. ' -.u present a-; the marriage?

A- Ho.

4Q. '_•• y:, ;. ..o.; .;..ether or not they werr known among

their friend3 and acquaintances as being a married couple,

and whither they lived together as man and v:ife, and vhithe

that was irheir ..-ral re ... ^ io.i in tlis co. caini^7' in which

they 11vs 1?

A- Y*a, and I now he brought her to S^selton, Pennsyl-

vania, and introduced her as his v;ife.

5'i. Do y J. r.- 4 f "•-, "-ibson haa been a resident of the

City 'altimors, r-a;;s of Maryland, for rnor* than two

years prior to March 34th, 1920?

A- Yea, he hat.

6.5. Do you know whither or not she i s a resident of a non-

resident of the State of .Maryland?

10



:T«:.-nis Hall

A- ~" ! OJ3 not l ive -' :yland. I know she l«f t

Steelton, Pennsylvania, to go to Washington, D. C, with

Cliff Freeman as raan and wife. Bhe has r*"-r ^ ^ - - ' . in

Maryland.

? J . Wh. • :d cf a husband was -.-x?

A- Always kind &_. -.ifefiti ..— - - ... her. Al-.---: ":r'-.ing

:-?;", and brought a l l . Lis money to her. He v;ae a true

faithful husband.

8Q. They separate.. .. December l'7th, 191?. Which one

lef t the other?

A- She le f t him.

9^. Flow do ^otil know that ?

A- I k,i ,>•/ ;hat ahe was running with th i s Cliff Freeman.

She •'•/as boarding at 69 Frederick Street , St«slton, Penn-

sylvania, and Cliff Fre-rear: to come down fro s - - her

there, and f inal ly he cai:.c . • :;" l i ve .

10Q. DiJ •;• • s•.-:.. se.s -isr v;i th Cliff Freeman?

A- Yes. I h.w- seen her on the s t ree t with ..i..., .......d I

have seen her in her bed-room with him, '; 2 e ther .

11:;. How often?

A- More than once.

13Q. This was at 69 Frederick °J: • • -?

A- Yes.

13^ H else with him?

11



Jennie Hall

A- On the street aoov.t oen o'clock and ten- th i r ty o1

clock at night, and tr;«y cam* in together as man and wife

frequently, and everyone knew he went with her.

14"}. Did you see him and ^-r a:: f ird St re ' J-.-~*i: her?

A- No.

15Q. Do you know anything about Mr. Cook's house?

A- No.

1SQ. DO you know that s_:e left Steulton, Pennsylvania

to go to Washington, D. C , to l ivs with Cliff Frseman

as man and wife?

A- Yse.

17^. Ha: :'r. c-ibson ever lived with or cohabited with his

wife since ha discovered her adultery?

A- No.

1SQ. Were any children born of th is marriage?

A- No.

13



Question by the Examiner;

Do you know or can you state any other matter or thing

that may be of benefit or advantage to the parties to this

suit or either of them or that may be material to the sub-

ject of this your examination or the matters in question

between the parties? If so, state the same fully and at

large in your answer.

Answer; /LXJ

13



No other witnesses being named or produced before me, I then, at the request

of the solicitor of the P l a i n t i f f ; ;

closed the depositions taken in said cause, and now return them closed under my

/ day of

in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred

_at the City of Baltimore in the §t^te oJfMaryland.

hand,and seal, on this

June —

- - and twenty - -

There are no

PlaintifFs_

.Exhibits with these depositions, to wit:

. Exhibit-

Defendant's Fvhihir

Examiner.

I, ALFRED J. CAR.R, the Examiner before whom the foregoing depositions

were taken, do hereby certify that I was employed in assigning a day, and taking

the said depositions upon two days, on "both

of which 1 was employed by the plaintiff,

by the defendant -

_, and on none

Examiner.



Order of Reference
and Report



vs.

IN THE

Circuit Court

On
OF

BALTIMORE CITY

Term, 19

This case being submitted, without argument, it is ordered by the Court, this..

day of. '. ./} ./fCId&!^j/... :: , 19 %s> , that the same be and it is hereby referred to

.:..}£&... „.".. ::: , Esq., Auditor and Master, to report the

pleadings and the facts, and his opinion thereon.

Report of Auditor and Master

;. _ :....BIll....f or divp^3e...a, v i n j ^

..M.s..MM...:.aga.in.s..t ]iis.....mf..e.....Qja.....tIi.e......gr,au.nd of. ad.ul..ter..y<, .Cad.e 1.Q1.1.,.

...Art... .16.,... secs.. ..36-41« : .„:

her non-residence -oroven.

i n t i f f .!.s.....r.esidence....i.n....Balt̂

two years proven.

The marriage proven.

adultery. proven

A._deoree_prp cpnf esso.

and more t.ha.n,..thirt2;...days have since elapsed.

;.£ tlie.....itLfif.en.dani...

...G.a.s_e_r_ea.dy._j^r._._decree_...

££Z£w^t



CIRCUIT COURT
B - 1 6 9- i . ,'j :

1920. ' , No. 6C. Docket

VS.

The within is a proper decree to be passed
in this case.



Decree of Divorce
IN THE

HERM&R GIBSON

VS.

OLIVE GIBSOU

Circuit Co
OF

BALTIMORE CITY

Term, 19...2Q*

This cause standing ready for hearing and being duly submitted, the proceedings were by the

j Court read and considered.

<J '; It i
4 Y7 Yis thereupon, this Q - .day of....-: •...•^LA^ld^ .». , A. D.

by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, Adjudged, Ordered and Decreed, that the said - - - -

:the above named Complainant be and he is hereby DIVORCED A VINCULO MATRIMONII from the

Defendant, ...^.th.e...saM...OllY.e:.,GribsciL. :.:.':.......

And it is further Ordered, That the said

pay the cost of this proceeding.

FORM 4—BM—1-1-19.


