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WILLIAM GREER IN THE CIRCUIT COURT

OP
VS. *

BULAH GREER BALTIMORE CITY,
•K-

TO THE HONORABLE, THE JUDGE OP SAID COURT:

YOUR ORATOR, COMPLAINING, SAYS:

FIRST: THAT he was married to his wife, Bulah Greer on the

27th day of March, 1921, in the City of Baltimore, State of

Maryland, by a religious ceremony. '

SECOND: THAT both of the parties to this suit are residents

of the City of Baltimore and have resided in the State of

Maryland for more than two years immediately prior to the

filing of this Bill of Complaint.

THIRD: THAT no children were born to the said parties as

a result of their union.

FOURTH: THAT though the conduct of your orator towards his

wife, the said Bulah Greer, was always kind,•affectionate and

above reproach, she deserted and abandoned him without just

cause or reason on or about the first day of September, 1922,

and has since declared her intention to live with him no

longer•

FIFTH: THAT your orator has discovered that on divers days

and times since their said marriage and the filing of this

Bill of Complaint his wife, the said Bulah Greer, has committed

the act of adultery with certain lewd and abandoned men in the

City of Baltimore and elsewhere, the names of whom your orator

will endeavor to disclose at the hearing of this cause.
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SESTH: THAT since having discovered the adulterous acts

of the said defendant, your orator has,, neither lived or

cohabited with his said wife nor has he in anywise condoned

the same,

TO THE END, THEREFORE:

(a) THAT your orator may be divorced A. VINCULO

MATRIMONII from his wife, the said Bulah Greer.

(b) THAT your orator may have such other and further

relief as his case .may require.

MAY it please your Honor to grant unto your

orator the writ of subpoena, directed unto the said Bulah

Greer, residing in the City of Baltimore, State of Maryland,

commanding her to be and appear, in this Court, either in

person or by Solicitor, on some certain day to be named

therein, and show cause, if any she may have, why a decree

should not be passed as prayed.

AND as.cin duty bound & c ,

Plaintiff.

S'o lie it or for Plaintiff



SUBPOENA TO ANSWER BILL OF COMPLAINT



Form 18—3M

EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland

of Baltimore City, Greeting:
WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, That all excuses set aside, you do within the

a

time limited by law beginning on the second Monday of October next

cause an appearance to be entered for you and your answer to be filed to the complaint of

against you exhibited in the Circuit Court of Baltimore City,

HEREOF fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril.

WITNESS, the Honorable JAMES Pr-GGRTER; Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench of

Baltimore City, the 1 0 t h day of September 192 3

Issued the /I /T~ day of September , in the year 1923

Chas. R. Whiteford, Clerk

MEMORANDUM: You are required to file your answer or other defense in the Clerk's
Office, room 206, in the Court House, Baltimore City, within fifteen
days after return day.

(General Equity Rules 11.)
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WILLIAM GREER : IN TEE CIRCUIT COURT

VS. : OF

BDELAH GREEN 1 BALTIMORE CITY

TO THE HOIORABLE.THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

The answer of your respondent to the bill of complaint

in the above entitled cause, respectfully says:

(I)

Your respondent admits the first paragraph of the com-

plainant's b i l l .
(2)

She admits the second paragraph of the complainant's Bill,

(3)

She admits the third paragraph of the complainant's bi l l ,

(4)

§he denies with great emphasis the fourth paragraph of

your complainant's Bil l .

(5)

She denies with great emphasis the fifth paragraph of

the complainant's bill.

Your respondent further states that she is destitute and

without funds to defray the expenses of this (Litigation; further

that she is without the means of' support for herself. She is

advised by oounsel that she is permitted to petition this Honora-

ble Cour& that the Complainant shall be compelled to contribute a

reasonable amount as alimony pendente lite towards her support,

and that she will also be awarded an amount in order to compen-

sate her Solicitor.

Your complainant is employed and earns from twenty-

eight to thirty dollars per week.

AID as in duty bound, etc.

Sdlliaitor for Defendant.
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vs.

ORDERED BY THE COURT this ..i...../2-.day of

—IN T H E -

CIRCUIT COURT
__OF-

BALTIMORE CITY

TERM

.19

that the Plaintiff

pay to the Defendant

the sum of k^^^.^....T^^^ Dollars as Counsel Fee for the

Solicitor of the Defendant and that he further pay the sum of

Dollars per week, during the continuance of this suit, to the said Defend

as Alimony, pendente lite, unless cause to the contrary be shown on or before the.

, provided a copy of this Order be served on the said Plaintiff

on or before the

day of

TRUE COPY—TEST:

CLERK



The aforegoing Order having been returned " Non Est" as appears by

the Sheriff's return thereon; it is Ordered by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City

this t^T" day of y^OCvf^o 192 ̂  , that the time fair showing cause

under said Order be extended to the J. day of .VHD^^J^X... 192.. S ,̂

and the time for service of a copy of the same be extended to the ^ day of

192 3 .



(Etrntti (Hanvt

63B-629
192 3 Docket

..William..Gree#

vs.

..Bulah-Graer..

Petition for leave to take
Testimony and Order of

Court thereon.



William Greer

vs.

IN THE

Circuit Court

Bulah Greer

To the Honorable the Judge of the
Circuit Court No. 2 of Baltimore City:

THE PETITION OF William Greer, plaintiff

OF

BALTIMORE CITY.

in this case, respectfully shows that he desire s

respectfully pray 3 that leave be granted him

Examiners of this Court.

to take testimony in this case, and

to do so before one of the Standing

Solicitor for P l a i n t i f f

2,0ORDERED, this ^" ~ day of November 1 9 2 3 ( t h a t i e a v e b e

granted to the parties to the cause, to take testimony, as prayed, before any one of the Standing Examiners

of this Court.



William Greer

vs.

Greer

IN THE

Circuit Court

OF

BALTIMORE CITY.

To the Honorable the Judge of the
Circuit Court No. 2 of Baltimore City:

THE PETITION OF William..Greer,....plaintiff...

in this case, respectfully shows that h e desire s

respectfully pray 3 that leave be granted h im

Examiners of this Court.

to take testimony in this case, and

to do so before one of the Standing

2,0ORDERED, this fY T day of November 192....?., that leave be

granted to the parties to the cause, to take testimony, as prayed, before any one of the Standing Examiners

of this Court.



Cir. Ct.

Docket No.
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SUBMISSION FOR DECREE.

Mr. Clerk,

Please file,

Solicitor for Plainti

%6-f

Filed



VS.

In the Circuit Court

Of Baltimore City.

.TERM 192.
To the Honorable

Judge of the Said Court:

The above cause is respectfully submitted for

decree and the 43rd General Equity Rule is hereby waived.

Solicito/ for Plaintiff,

Solicitor for Defendant.
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IN THE

Circuit Court
OF

BALTIMORE CITY

Term, 192

This case being submitted, without argument, it is orderedJ>y the Court, this

day oi^fiXAAAA. flL*S-H/^ , 192 ^ that the same be and it is hereby referred to

/ j\liMA^Si L..£*. \^TX--^'.. , Esq., Auditor and Master, to report the

pleadings and the facts, and his opinion thereon.

Report of Auditor and Master

Bill...for__.diyproi...â  against

his wife on the ground of adultery. Code Art. 16 sees. 36-41*

Defendant summoned and answers by solicitor.

Plaintiff'sL.residenqjL.in.Jalti^^

proven.

The marriage proven,

The adultery proven.

More than thirty days have elapsed since the filing of the bill.

Case submitted and ready for decree,

2 ^ L
Auditor and Master.

.January 18th, 19£4#



CIRCUIT COURT
B 629

1923 No. Docket

vs.

The within is a proper decree tv,
in this case. \

Auditor and Master.

BULAH GHEER

of liuorr

B A



Decree of Divorce
IN THE

..WILilAM. SHEER. Circuit Court

vs.
OF

BALTIMORE CITY

BULAH.GREEE T.1 ./^] ./^Md^lL. Z&J.. Term,

This cause standing ready for hearing,and being duly submitted, the proceedings were by

Court read and considered.

/ It is thereupon, this

by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, Adjudged, Ordered and Decreed, that the said

A. D.l.9.2.4

William (jreer.

the above named Complainant be and he is hereby DIVORCED A VINCULO MATRIMONII from the

Defendant, tfaS..S.ai&..Bfllak...CrXfteX*

And it is further Ordered, That the said
pay the cost of this proceeding. ?•-•

FORM 4—6M—1-1-19.



In the Circuit Court
OF BALTIMORE CITY

DEPOSITIONS

PLAINIiFf'S COSTS
Examiners ./. $

DEFENDANT'S COSTS
Examiners $



vs.
3ln \\\t Oltrrutt (gmtrt

OF BALTIMORE CITY.

II
and notice having been given me by the Solicitor for the

of a desire to take testimony in the same, I, A. de RUSSY ^SAPPINGTOK, one

of the Standing Examiners of the Circuit Courts of Baltimore City, under and by

virtue of ar̂  order of,the above named Circuit Court, passed in said cause on the

day o f . . ^ I . L ^ k ^ t ^ ^ ^ ^ \9 &.<?., met on

the Jiytflrf&U. , ./ day ol.jD6l£A*&{*(<<Jr<^?!r-.....m the year nineteen

hundredWdU^^.-..4^y^....at my office, in the City of Baltimore, in the State

of Maryland, and assigned the (^C^^L day

in the same year at SZtt/l^LC o'clock iruthe.

office oi.(2).%^AJZi^M.Q/..

aforesaid, as the time and place for such examination of witnesses in said cause;

at which last mentioned time and place I attended, due notice of such meeting

having been given, and proceeded in the presence of the Solicitor of the
J ' -it' fiO

^p/.OuiAAM^/.. to take the following depositions, that
is to say:— U

y ^j^

...GdL&CA '. ....noon and the

in the City and State



Greer,

v.

Greer.

Testimony taken at the office rf Mr.

Baltimore, Maryland, December 6th., 1923, at three

O'clock P. M.

Mary Vene'y, a witness r.f lawful age, pro-

duced on her rwn 'behalf, having "been first duly

swnrn, deposeth and saith as follows, that is to say:

By the Examiner:

1 Q,. State your name residence and cccupationV

A. Mary Veney, 748 Ryan Street; house nrrk.

2 Q,. Do you kn<vw the parties to this suit?

A. Yes.

By Mr. King:

1 Q.. Are they husband and v/ife?

A. Yes.

2 Q. Did they live together as husband and wife

and ffere they always knnwn and recognized in the

cc-rnmunity in which they lived as hushand and wife?

A. Yes.

3 Q,. "Has the Plaintiff "been a resident rf Baltimore

City, State rf Maryland, frr at least tw years pr i o r co

the filing r.f this suit? •

A Yes.



Mary Veney.

3 Q. Are there any children as the result cf this

marriage1?

A. No.

5 Q. What was the P la in t i f f ' s conduct towards his

wife, while living together?

A As far as I know he treated her good*

5 Q. State whether or not in your opinion he was

always a kind, affectionate and faithful husbandV

A. Yes; he seemed to "be.

6 Q. Are the part ies to th is suit living together now?

A. TTo s i r .

9 Q. Which left the ether; do ycu knew?

A. She left him.

10 Q. When?

A. I t was in the Summer time of 1922.

11 Q. The Plaintiff has alleged that i t was

September 1922; was i t about that time?

A. Somewhere around that time.

12 Q,. Now, he has charged his wife .ith adultery;

do ynu knr w anything about that?

A. Weil, I have been to the house, and I saw

company come in, you know, and I saw another fellow

by the name of Scott, and he came in and talked a

while, and after a while they would go in the front



Mary Veney.

roo.ii and then thsy wruld go upstairs , and I . ould

s i t there for a while and me and my husloand would go

home, and we would go to Toed; i t was la te ; i t was

warn part of the time end she ffould throw her head out

of the window and talk?with us, and th i s man

would also, and we would talk tcfeether.

13 Q,. Then do you mean to say that they r.wpuld

leava you dovmstairs and they would gc upstairs'^

A.. Yes.

14 Q. And where would they go upstairs ; into what

A. Weil, I can not say what room, "but I know

that they put their heads cut of the front windrws

sometimes and talk ups ta i r s .

15 Q,. Do you knô v wh&t that front re cm was at that time;

was i t rr net a "bed room.

A. Yes; i t hd.d a "bed in i t .

16 Q,« Now, did jnu ever see any misconduct or

affection "between the t«/o of them.

A. They ffould s i t and talk private l ike , and

I have seen them hug and kiss each r ther#

1? Q. Did you see Scott kiss her more than

once?

A. Yes.
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Mary

18 Q. And o.t the times you would see them hugging

and kissing each other, was it at those times that

they would leave the room and go upstairs''

A. Yes.

19 Q. Did you ever have any conversation with

the Defendant atoout her conduct with this man?

A. Yes; and shev/wpuld say .yfohat i t was her

friend.

20 Q. Did she ever t e l l you ahout th is ma n staying

there with her a l l night?

A, Yes, sometimes I used to see him going out in

the morning and I wpuld speak to her aloout i t , and she

would say "Yes, he stayed a l l night last night with me".

21 Q,. In these conversations that ycu hd d with

the '.Defendant, did she nr did she net admit her

adulterous relat ions with th is man to you.

A. Yes; she said that they slept together, and

what a nice uime she had.

22 Q,. Then she did admit her adulteries to you in th is

A, Yes, "but I would hate to say what she said.

23 Q,. ' When was it that she was carrying on this

adulterous relation with this -man; was it "before cr after

the separation?

A. After they had separated.



Mary

24 Q. During what period of time was it that this adul-

terous relation Vfas "being carried en "betwteen the

two of them.

A It viras "before lest Christmas and after last

Christmas. 1922.

25 Q. And you s&y that i t was after the separa-

tion "between the parties to this suit?

A. yes .

26 Q,. Has the Defendant lived or cohabited with

his wife since he discovered her adulteries with this

man Scctt?

A. No sir.

27 Q,. Has he lived or cohabited with her since September

1922 when they separated?

A. No.

28 Q,. Has he forgiven cr condoned her offense m any

way?

A, No sir. I gusss not, "by nr. t being wiuh her;

I knovv that he does not live wi th her.

29 Q,. And he has nr t lived with her since September

1922, has he?

A. I have never seen him. with her.



GENERAL QUESTION

Do you know o r can you s t a t e any o t h e r m a t t e r

or thing that may be to the benefit or advantage of the

parties to this suit, or either of them, or that any toe

material to the subject of this, your examination, or the

matters in quQetion between the parties? If oo, state

the oame fullyfanc\ at^arge iti your anawor.

A. —



John Veney} a witness of lawful age, produced

on bshalf of the Plaintiff, having "been first duly

3worn, deposeth and saith as follrws, that is to

say:

"By the Examiner:

1 Q,. State your name resiidence and r ccupation?

A. John Veney, 748 Ryan Street; I work

as a laborer,

2 Q. Do yru know the par t ies to this suit?

Q. Yes.

•By Mr. Ki n g :

1 Q,. Are they husband and wife

A. Yes.

2 Q. Did they l ive together as husband and wife and

Sere they always known and recognized in the

community in which they lived as husband and vrife?

A. Yes.

3 Q. Has the Plaintiff been a resident of Balti-

more City, State cf Maryland, for at least two years

prior to the filing of this suit?

A-. Yes.

4 Q. Are there any chi]d ren as the result of this

marriage?

A. Wo.

5 Q. What was his conduct tcw-rds his wife while

ing together; how did he treat her?
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John Vsne/.

A. He treated her all right as far as I know of.

6 Q. State whether or not in ycur opinion he v*as always

a kind, affectionate and faithful husband?

A. Yes.

7 Q. Are the parties tn this suit living together now?

A. Mo sir.

8 Q. Which left the other; did he leave her or did

she leave him?

A. She left him.

9 Q. When?

A. Weil, I do not know exactly the correct date;

it was last Tall.

10 Q,. Do you meantthe Fall of 1922?

A. Yes.

11 Q. He has testified that it was about September

1922; is that true; was it about that time?

A. Yes; I think so.

11 Q. Mr. Greer has charged his wife with adultery;

do you know anything personally about that?

A. Weil, as far as I know, I know that Scott goes

with her; I saw him with her <ften.

13 q. Where?

A, Around her house and en the street together.

14 Q,. What was his conduct with her in the house while

you was there*



John Veney.

A. I saw them sitting down and talking and they

would EO the same as T.e and my wife would do.

15 Q. Did ycu ever see him fondle this woman Mrs. Grser;

did you ever see him hug and kiss her?

A. Yes.

16 Q. Often?

A. Yes.

17 Q,. What ether conduct did yc u observe "between them.

^. W e n , they would go upstairs together.

I 6 Q. And how long would they stay upstai s?

A. Well, I have seen them go upstairs on a Sunday

evening, and they »<ould stay up there a right smart

while, and I would not see them any more until the next day

19 Q,. And what room would they gr tc.

A. Well, they would be in the front cecr.nd stcry

room, as far as I knew; when me and my wife went

to "bed they mmuld lean out the window and talk tr

us, and that was her front he'd room that she was

leaning out rf

20 Q,". You say that ycu saw them go upstairs, and at

times you vw uld se: thtm leaning cut of the front

"bed rocm Window together?

A. Yes.

21 Q,. Did -JOIL ever hear Mrs. Greer have any conver-

s a t i o n with your v.ife f-r did she have any cpnver-
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John Veney.

sation with j< u ahout this man Scott.

A. Well, I heard hsr tell my old lady that

Scott was her friend.

22 Q,. And did she rr nrt in thsse conversations

admit her adulteries with Scott to your wife?

A. I did not hear her say that she had deal-

ings v/ith him, "but I heard her say that he spent the

night with her , "but the rest cf it she did nrt

say "before me, of course, "but she said it t0 my

wife, hut I saw her poking her head out of the

Tvdndow with nothing "but a gauze shirt on, as

far as I could see, and he was laying out the window

with her.

23 Q,. And during what time was this adulterous inter-

course carried on "between the two r.f them,

A. It was last Summer.

24 Q. Was it prirr tc September 1st., 1923.

A. It was ah cut the time of >vater melons.

25 Q. Then v/iil ,>ou state whether rr not it was

prior to September 1923, or not.

A. Yes; it was; I saw it "before last Christmas

and after last Christmas.

26 Q. And i£ was after the separation "between the

parties to this suit''1

A. Yes.
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John Veney.

27 Q. Has Mr. Greer l ived <r cohabi ted wi th h i s wife

sines he discovered her adulteries?

A. Yo s i r .

28 Q. Has he lived or cohaMted with her since Sep

tember 1922?

A, Fo s i r ,

28 Q. Has he forgiven or condoned her offense in

any way?

A. No sir.



GENERAL QUESTION

Do you know o r can you s t a t e any o t h e r m a t t e r

or thing that may be to the benefit or advantage of the

parties.to this suit, or either of them, or that nay he

material to the subjeot of this, your examination, or the

matters in question between the parties? ' If so, state

the same fully oncKat^large in your answer,

A. —

-*^>c^e->£S



William Greer, the Plaintiff in this case,

produced on his cwn behalf, having "been first duly

swvrn, deprseth and aaith as follows, lhat is to say:

By the Exaaiiner:

1 Q. State your name residence and occupation?

A. William Greer, 147 Bcyd Street; laborer.

2 Q. Do yrv. knr w the parties to this suitV

A. I as the Plaintiff and rr\y wife is the Defendant.

By Mr. Kim?:

1 0. When were you married?

A. March 27th., 1921.

2 Q,. Were you carried by a Minister of the Gospel?

A. Yes.

3 Q.. In p.altias-re City?

A. Yes.

4 Q,. Byba Keii^ious Cererapny?

A. Yes.

4 Q,. Have you been a resident cf Baltimore City,

Stata rf Maryland, for at least t-,;o years prior to

the fi l ing of this suit?

A. Yes.

6 Q,. Are there any children as the result of this

carriage?

A. No.



William Greer.

7 Q,. What was ycur conduct towards your wife v.hile

living tcgether.

A. My conduct was good.

8 Q,. State whether or not .you were always a. kind,

affectiftnate and faithful hushend?

A. Yes«

9 Q. Are .you and your wife living together new?

A. ¥o s ir .

10 Q,. Which left the r ther; die1 you leave him - din

you leave her rr did she leave you?

A. She left jpe.

11 q. When?

A. September 1922.

11 Q,. You have charged your wife with adultery; do you

Tcnrv; anything personally about that?

A. I sav her on the streets with this Tan1 when

she left ire; that is a l l I know.

12 Q,. What ran do ,> oi. niean,- Scott?

A. Yes.

13 Q,. You dc not knev: anything personally of her

adulteries, do you?

A. No sir; only tc see her en the street and ;:cinr,

into the house-

14 Q,. Have yr.u lived or cohabited with her since

September 1922?.

A. TTo s i r .



William Greer.

15 Q,. Have >ou lived or cohabited vrith her since

you discovered her adulteries?

A. Ho s i r .

16 Q,. Have you forgiven or condoned her rffense in

any vay?

A. No air .



GENERAL QUESTION

Do you know o r can you s t a t e any o t h e r m a t t e r

or thing that may be do the "benefit or advantage of the

parties to this suit, or either of them, or that may "be

material to the subject of this, your examination) or^the

matters in question between the parties?

the same fully and at large in your answer*



No other witnesses being named or produced before me, I then, at the request

of the Solicitor of the Spit.

closed the depositions taken in said cause and 4ipw return them closed under my

hand and seal, on this ?.r£j&\ day

in the year of Our Lord nineteen hundred and..^JLC^r<^LlJ<<^./^^-^.tr^^^J^ftkat the

City of Baltimore, in the State of Maryland.

ty (SEAL).
Examiner.

There 2iVt....CD^/0.J. Exhibits with these depositions, to wit:

Plaintiff's Exhibit ...../•

Defendant's Exhibit

xaminer.

I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINGTON, the Examiner before whom "the fore-

going depositions were taken, do hereby certify.that I was employed,in assigning

a day, and taking the said depositions upon id^P.. days, on.

of which I was employed by the Plaintiff , and on

by the Defendant.

Lxaminer.


