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ALBERT J.GREENE IN THE CIRCUIT COURT N0.2

VS.

NOBEL H.KEYS,
JAMES TURNER,
ALVAN S.STANLEY,
CEPHAS ALLEN,
WILLIAM H.JOHNSON,
E.MATTHEWS,
JOSEPH P.WILLIAMS,
MARTIN THOMPSON and
CLARENCE B.DUCKETT,
majority of the Trustees
of The First Colored
Baptist Church of Balti-
more City,

OP

BALTIMORE CITY*

i!

TO THE HONORABLE,THE JUDGE OP SAID COURT;

Your Orator,Albert J.Greene, complaining respectfully

aays:

I* That he is and has been for six years past the regular-

ly, legally appointed minister at The First Colored Baptist Churoh

of Baltimore City; and that the said Nobel H.Keys,James Turner,

Alvan S.Stanley,Cephas Allen, William H.Johnson, E.Matthews,

Joseph P.Williams,Martin Thompson and Clarence B.Duckett are the

majority of the Trustees of the said The First Colored Baptist

Churoh of Baltimore City*

2* That on June 23,1927, at which time the regular monthly

church meeting was held, immediately after the adjournment of the

aforementioned regular monthly church meeting,certain persons,

some of whom were and some of whom were not regular communicant

members-of the aforementioned, The First Colored Baptist Churoh

of Baltimore City, in company with some of the officers of the

sa2d The, First Colored Baptist Church of Baltimore City,, did,

/illegally and without any authority as granted fcy the Charter,,

or any other rules,customs or by laws regulating the First Colored

Baptist Church of Baltimore City,hold a meeting at which meeting



^dismissed from the pastorate^qf, the aforementioned, The First

' C,o lo red Baptist Church of Baltimore City--That your petitioner

has never been charged with any acts of immorality or of preach- '

ing any doctrine contrary to the gospel of Christ or any other '.

matters subjecting him to disqualification as pastor of the j

said The First Colored Baptist Church of Baltimore City* j
j

3* That the said aforementioned Trustees and other members

and certain members of the Board of Deacons, threaten and state

- , i
emphatically that they will refuse permission of your petitioner •

to fulfill his duties as pastor of the First Colored Baptist

Church of Baltimore City; that the said aforementioned Trustees i

of The First Colored Baptist Church of Baltmore City state that

they will select a pastor to fill the pulpit of the aforementioned

The First Colored Baptist Church of Baltimore City during the said
i

alleged vacancy caused by the illegal dismissal of your petitioner

WHEREFORE,YOUR PETITIONER PRAYS: ^

(a) That the said Nobel H.Keys, James Turner, Alvan S. i

Stanley, Cephas Allen, William H.Johnson,E.Matthews,Joseph P,

Williams,Martin Thompson and Clarence B.Duckett,their agents and

servants and each of them be enjoined and restrained from inter-

ferring with your petitioner,, the said Albert J.Greene, in

any manlier whatsoever in the performance of his, the said Albert

J«Greene's duties as pastor of the First Colored Baptist Church

of Baltimore City and that the said Nobel H.Keys, James Turner,

Alvan S.Stanley, Cephas Alltin, William H.Johnson, EJgattlpws

Joseph P.Williams, Martin Thompson and Clarence .B.-Uuckett may be

further enjoined and restrained from permitting any person

other than your petitioner, the said Albert J.Greene from

performing any of the duties uncident to the pastorate of

The First Colored Baptist Church of Baltimore City.



STATE OF MARYLAND,BALTIMORE CITY,tt wit:-

I HEREBY CERTIFY, that on this 25th day of June, in

the year one thousand nine hundred and twenty seven,before me,

the subscriber, a Notary Public of the State of Maryland,in and

for the City aforesaid,personally appeared Albert J.Greene and

made oath in due form of law that the matters and facts in the

foregoing petition are true to the best of his knowledge and

belief,

AS WITNESS my hand and Notarial Seal*
/ /I



<ft*dered by the Circuit Court Ho* 2 of Baltimore City

this 2-^day of June^ «I927,upon the foregoing petition and affi-

davit, that the said Hobel H.Keys, James Turner, Alvan S.Stanley,

Cephas Allen, William H.Johnson,E.Matthews,Joseph P.Williams,

ISartln Thompson and Clarence B.Duckett be and are hereby en-

joined and restrained from interfering with the said Albert J.

Greene in the performance of the said Albert J.Greene's duties

as pastor of the First Colored Baptist Church of Baltimore City

^unless cause to the contrary be shown on or before the ̂/ day of

^tRKwr. 1927,provided a copy of this order be served on the de-

fendants on or before theJ/D clay of June, 1927•



SUPERIOR COURT
of BALTIMORE CITY

The Colored Peoples First

Baptist Church in the City

STEPHEN C. LITTLE



Incorporation of the )State of Maryland Baltimore City Sot Be it known

i
olored Peoples first )to all whom It may concern that on this Sixth day

aptist Church in the )of March in the year of Our Lord Eighteen hundred

ity of Baltimore )and thirty seven in pursuance of and by the Au

hority of the Act of Assembly in such case made and provided Entitled

Ln Act to incorporate certain persons in every Christian Church or Con

negation in This State The Male members of the Colored Peoples first

Eaptist Church in the City of Baltimore above the age of Twenty one yearseing communicants of the Church and in full membership of said Church

assembled at the preaching house now used & which has been ordinarily

xsed as a house of public worship situate at the corner of Thompson &

foung Streets in said City of Baltimore for the purpose of electing cer

pain sober and discreet persons not less than five nor more that thirteen

bo be constituted a body politic or corporate to Act as Trustees in the

lame & on behalf of said Church Society or Congregation of the Colored

Peoples first Baptist Church in the City of Baltimore (previous notice

Iaving been given from the pulpit of said Church at a public meeting on

he Sabbath previous to said assembling of said members) for the purpose

)f managing the estate and Interest of said Church Society or Congreg

ition in the best most upright & careful way & manner & T(»have perpetual

succession in Law), name & fact according to the provisions ,of said act

)f Assembly in such case made and provided and the said members of said

Jhurch being then & there assembled as aforesaid agreeably to a previous

?j public notice as aforesaid did agree upon settle fix & determine upon

bhe following plan.*-rules and regulations for the government and manage

!

ient of said Society Church- or Congregation in way and manner following

;hat is to say

L First That five sober and discreet persons being free male Colored per

30ns residing in the City of Baltimore or within .five miles thereof and

lembers recognize on the Church Register of said Society as Communicants

)f said Church shall be elected by ballot on the Sixth day of March

eighteen hundred and thirty seven at the said House of Worship situate

as aforesaid which said persons when so elected together with the Minister

Cor the time being shall be constituted a Body politic or corporate to

act as Trustees for and in the name of said Church Society or Congregate, o..

ion called "The Colored Peoples First Baptist Church in the City of



Baltimore & to manage direct and control The right title & Estate of

said Society congregation & Church And that there shall be an Annual

Election for Trustees at such time place & manner as hereinafter named

2 That it shall take at least a majority of the persons qualified to

vote before any Election of Trustees shall be made and that the Trustees

already -elected shall be qualified to do all acts required by these

presents till their successors shall be duly elected and installed

which shall be by his or their taking a seat at the board which said

Trustees thus elected refusing or neglecting to act at the board for 6

months after their respective election shall be no longer considered as

members of said Board of Trustees & their places being thus vacated shall

be supplied in way & manner herein prescribed fo"r the election of Trusts";

ees in the event of vacancy or vacancies between the period of the; last

& ensuing election

3 Thereshall be a Church'Register placed in the Hands of the Minister

for the time being whose duty it shall be to enter all the names of

Communicants who shall be male members of the Church & be male members

ofnTwenty one years & upwards entitled to vote for officers of the

Church and he said Minister shall regularly enter on another part of

said Register all Cummunicants of any age or sex that the following

qualifactions shall be necessary for a person to vote for Trustees or
a

otherr.officers of said Church viz The person shall be/mate1 member of

said Church of the Age of Twenty one years or upwards and a oommuni

cant of said Church whose name appears on said Register of the Church

as entitled to membership & who is free from the charge of any breach

of Morals entitling him to suspension or expulsion under thase presents

in any constitution or by laws of the Church corporate But that none

shall be eligible as Trustee or Minister in said Church who is not freed

by the laws of the land That none shall be admitted to membership of

said Church unless he examined at a general Church meeting & approved

of by the two thirds of the members present That no members shall be

expelled from membership of said Church unless by the Consent of two

thirds of the members of said church who may be present

4 That each person so elected Trustee shall on taking his seat at the

Board of Trustees shall continue & remain a member of said body politic

or corporate for the respective terms for which he or they may be elected

unless he resign cease to be a member of said Church or live beyond

eight miles of said church the said period of service of said Trustee

2~



shall be as follows To Wit The said Trustees- shall "be divided into two

classes .the first shall "be composed of two members & the second shall be

composed of Three members The first on their first election shall only-

serve Twelve months from the date of their election The second shall

continue in office for the term of Two members & -thus't* shall each

class hereafter elected serve'for two years from tJtieir'isledtion meaning

hereby That at each annual election of the classes shall alternately

& successively be elected The term of the said first class shall expire

at the end of Twelve months from the day of first election the second

class shall expire at the end of Two years from the first election &

the successors of the first & second classes shall continue in service

for two years & *̂ thus '.* in like succession forever hereafter and in the

event of any vacancy or vacancies the Trustee or Trustees if there be

but one shall fill up each vacancy as it may occurs,tre'spe6t being had to

the respective class which said Trustee when so elected shall serve only

for such term as his immediare predec§,s"s©rwould have served subject how

ever as well as the other Trustees to a realection at the annual election

5 In all cases of election of Trustees their Trustees or Trustee (if

there be but one in office) shall cause notice to be given by the Min

ister at least one Sabbath previously to the election of the time &
a

place of the annual election and;iin case of^vacancy in the Charge as

Minister the said Trustees or Trustee as aforesaid shall cause notice

to be given to the congregation at least $wo Sabbaths previous to an

election of Minister whose election shall be require to thirds of the

members present qualified to vote for Trustees to elect him & as many

votes to expell any Minister qua any Charge of Immorality or other dis

qualifications as Minister The Trustees shall have power together with
the

the Ministersto transact all/temporal concerns of the Church

6 That the Minister sha.ll be chosen by a majority of all the members

of the Church assembled on notice given as aforesaid & every success~±v̂ _

election for a Minister shall be elected in like manner The minister

shall continue in office during good behaviour & and may be removed

from office, on a charge of Immorality or preaching contrary to the

GospjQl of Christ The Minister shall preside at all the meetings of

said Board of Trustees & keep a record of the proceedings & in case of

a divided vote he shall have the casting vote on all questions

7 All property real personal or mixed shall belong to the society or

congregation & no part of the real or mixed estate of ssaid ^church



nor any amount of the personal to the amount of fifty dollars or more

shall be sold transferred or otherwise disposed of without the consent

of a majority of the male members of said church which consent shall

be expressed by a vote of the members who shall be assembled for -that

purpose on notice given from the pulpit on'.a Sabbath previously

8To said body politic there shall be a corporate seal which shall be

affixed to all bases required by the law \ of the Land which with the

records of said Church shall be given in charge to the Minister who
them

shall deliveî /up to the Trustees on his ceasing to be, a Minister of

said Church said Minister shall record all the proceedings at the Board-

of Trustees in a Book kept for that purpose register all mambers of

the Society note all expulsions <& such other acts as may be required
A

by the charter or the by laws which the Church or Society may, make

alter or determine upon from time to time which said constitution or

by laws shall be made by an assemblage of the members of said Church

on previous notice given one Sabbath previously in the Congregation

9 That the said Church Society or congregation shall hereafter be known

and called by the name of The Colored Peoples First Baptist Church in

the City of Baltimore and that the Body politic or corporate shall be

known & Styled & Called by the nane. of The Trustees of the Colored

Peoples First Baptist Church in the City of Baltimore and shall forever

hereafter be known and acknowledged by that name & have perpetual sue

cessi'OEkin law as provided by the aforesaid act of Assembly How Be it r

known &fur£her remembered that the s>aid male members of the Colored

Peoples First Baptist Church in the City of Baltimore being so assem

bled under & by virtue of a notice having been previously given on

Sabbath day at public meeting as herein before stated or intended tp be

•so stated in said church or preaching house situate as aforesaid at the

corner of Thompson & Young Streets now used & which has been used by

the congregation aforesaid as a place of Public worship from time to-—^__
said

time & being duly qualified to vote as aforesaid on thê /Sixth day of v

March in said year did proceed by ballot to elect five sober and dis

creet persons to be Trustees as aforesaid according to the foregoing

plan agreement rules and regulations when on counting the ballots it

appeared that George Johnson Thomas Jones Peter M Smith William Cook

& Thomas Jefferson had a majority off votes of the members q.ualified to

vote as aforesaid That the said George Johnson & Thomas Jones were

elected to serve one year from the sixth day of March eighteen hundred



and thirty seven till the end oof &for one year from that date they

"being the first class of Trustees hereinbefore named and That Peter M

Smith William Cook & Thomas Jefferson constitute the second fciather

class of Trustees therein named who were elected, to serve two years

from said Sixth day of March in said year and therefore the said Thomas

Jones George Johnson Peter M Smith William Cook & Thomas Jefferson were

declared & admitted by the said electors members of said Church quali

fied to vote as aforesaid to be elected and qualified according to the

said plan & agreement rules and regulations herein adopted as the plan

of the body politic or corporate called & known by the name of The

Trustees of the Colored Peoples first Baptist Church in the City of Bal

timore "To act as Trustees\for & in behalf of said Church or congrega
to I

tion ̂ manage the property and estate interest & inheritance of said

Church or congregation in the most upright & careful manner & To have

perpetual succession in law fact & "name: as herein before prescribed

according to the act of Assembly in such case made & provided

IH WITNESS we & each hereto place our names & seals this — day of

March 1837(Seal)

(Seal)

(Seal)

Moses C Clayton (Minister)(Seal)
his

George x Johnson (Seal)
m a r k • -

Thomas. (Seal)

Peter M Smith
his

William x Cook
mark

Thomas Jefferson (Seal)

STATE OF MARYLAND BALTIMORE CITY SCT Be it Remembered that on this

fourteenth day of March in the year Eighteen Hundred and thirty seven

the within &aforegoing named George Johnson Thomas Jones Peter M Smith

William Cook & Thomas Jefferson each personally appeared before us the

subscribers two Justices of the Peace for the City of Baltimore in the

State of Maryland they said George Johnson Thomas Jones Peter.' M Smith

William Cook & Thomas Jefferson being proven to us by oral testimony

that they are the proper and identical persons herein purporting to lie

the party Trustees to these presents & whose names are hereto signed)

and severally acknowledged that the within & aforegoing proceedings

plan agreement rules and regulations herein before mentioned & specified

were regularly & duly ordained had settled & determined & fixed upon by

the persons herein before named as me.mbers of the said Church or con

gregation called the Colored Peoples first Baptist Church in the City

of Baltimore having competent & legal authority on the said" Sixth day

of March in the year Eighteen hundred and thirty seven at the preaching



house situate at the Corner of sai(i Thompson & Young Streets in said

City of Baltimore which has "been used by said congregation as the place

of worship at the first election or appointment of the within body poli

tic or Corporate & which same plan rules regulations & agreement were

adopted ratified & recorded by due authority of law & of the said ^hurch

according to the rules & usuage of said Church & approved by the parsons

named as Trustees and we do further certify that we v̂ ere well assured by

said Trustees that the said election & proceedings have been legally

& regularly conducted.according to the provisions of the act of

Assembly in such case made and provided

William Warfield Thos B Pottenger

Received to be recorded the 20th day of March 1837 same day recorded and

Examined Per Thos Kell Clk

I hereby certify that the foregoing is.a true copy taken from Liber

T K.Wo 57 folio 158 &c one of the Charter Records of Baltimore City

In Testimony whereof I hereto set my hand

and affix the seal of the Superior Court

of Baltimore City on this the 27th day of

June A D 1927 S, SZ^~ ''

Clerk of the Superior' Court

of Baltimore City



I Qrdered ty the Circuit Court Ho.2 of Bel time re City

I tfcie/yO '-ia-y of Jur>. .. Tf;'->vtUpor? tl'O f o r e p . ^ " peti t ion cud affl*

j dtavit,, tiiat the 3c-iu Ifo"!3*il lUKeys, JaEieo Turner, Alvan 3.Stanley,
ii
| Ccjiha© Allen, 77.111 iwi Il.Johntson, F.#MJatthwrr0,7coeph P.Willi«wi t
ii

i Wtaetln Thor« •••••! ^"- -'• , -++ ••- — ' - — r - - r Q b y e n j o i n e d

i: a a l restruiix&d froi-* i i i terforins ^itla the sv.i* Albert «J.ftreen«,in

•lio r>crfoiia:uVw.• -he nstid Al"b.Trt J#Grre«n«fs dnti.er' ?.<» pastor

i: o-. ^ .ixrch of Baltinore Gity.-jnl«s»

| cause to fchu coriwra; ;jhcmn on or before theXy day ©f
ij <
J[ 192*7,provi'l'; ' diir "be r?orved on the dcfends4ata t



!; Ordered by the Circuit Court Ho,2 of Baltimore City

jj thisJ^O day of June, 1927, upon the foregoing petition and affi-

i| davit, that the said Nobel H.Keys, James Turner,Alvan S.Stanley,

I Cephas Allen, William H.Johnson, E.Matthews,Joseph P.WilliamsV

Martin Thompson and Clarence B.Duckett, bev.. and are hereby en-

ji joined and restrained from interfering with the said Albert J.

;Greene in the performance of the said Albert J.Greene's duties

j1 as pastor of the First Colored Baptist Church of Baltimore J3ity

>s cause to the contrary be shown on or before the/£/ day of

927,provided a capyof this order be served on the defendant

before the day of June,I927#



wQrd«V*d by the Circuit Court Ho.2 of Baltimore City

this^TQ day of Jiaie,IS27 upon the foreeaing pet i t ion and a f f i -

davit , tlatit tha aaid Xobcl H.Keyr;, Jame3 Tv.mtr,Alvan S.Stanley,

jf-.Ti--t" Tl'ioupBon fond. Clarence S,Duok«-tt "bo -nd are hereby «n»

4©i*itiu fand reeti't '"̂  ̂  interfering -vith i)e se.id Albert J .

Greene in tl».ft perfo3*raance of the »aid Altert J^frrcene's dutie*

<LL i.ci.,.u. ... u..̂  Pirr.1 Cc"1 - - - 1 BR«tl?t Church of Baltimore City

unldasb cr-ufc;. itrary bn shovn on or before thcffl day of

, 19.27,proTide^. n i;c^v of this ord^r be florvca on the de»



Ordered by the Circuit Court No.2 of Baltimore City

thia^O day of June, 1927 upon the foregoing petition and affi-

t, davit, that the said Nobel H.Keys, James Turner,, Alvan S.Stanley,
f

i

Martin Thompson and Clarence B.Duckett be and are hereby en-

, joined and restrained from interfering with the said Albert J.

I Greene in the performance of the said Albert J^Greene's duties
i

j! as pastor of the First Colored Baptist Church of Baltimore City

1,688 cause to the contrary be shomi on or before the/I/ day of

y

1,1927,provided a copy of this order be served on the de-

fendant on or before the<A/} day of June, 1927.



Albert J. Green

vs.

Noble H. Keys,
et al.

In tne <&«>
Circuit Court No. 2

of
Baltimore City;./)/-*

"Answer to Bill bfit

Complaint."

SolicitOT-f<M#-Sesponcients •

HAWKINS 8c MCMECHEN
ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELLORS AT LAW

\/\ E. PLEASANT STREET

BALTIMORE, MD.



Albert J. Green

vs,
Nptole H. Keys,
James Turner, "_
Alvan S. Stanley,
Cephaa Allen,
Willian H. Johnson,
Martin Thompson,

and
Clarence B. Duckett, a
majority of the Trustees
of The First Colored Baptist
Church of Baltimore City,Inc.

In the

Circuit Court'No. 2

of

Baltimore City,

To the Honorable, the Judge of said Court:

The Answer of Noble H. Keys, Cephas Allen, James

Turner and Joseph P. Williams, Trustees of The First Colored Baptist

Church of Baltimore City, to the Bill of Complaint, exhibited against

them and others, constituting a majority of the Trustees of The First

Colored Baptist Church of Baltimore City, Incorporated.

Your respondents answering say:

-First-

That they admit the matters and facts set out in

the first paragraph of said Bill of Complaint.

-Second-

That your respondents admit the holding of a regular

monthly church meeting of their said church on the 23rd day of Juno,

1927, the date given in the second paragraph of said Bill of Complaint,

bufcthey deny that the other matters and fact3 in said paragraph

happened "immediately after the adjournment of said monthlg church

meet ing", but t;the£ aver that they happened during the regular progress

of said meeting,and before any adjournment thereof; that regular notice

of said meeting had been given as usual, that the persons attending

the same were in good and regulafc standing in said church, according

to its rules and regulations; and that every action taken by said

meeting, particularly the vote declaring the pulpit of said church

vacant, and dismissing from the BRBLfcoatete thereof, the complainant



-2-

Rev. Albart J. Green. J Further answering said paragraph, your

respondents allege and charge that the action of the great majority

of 3aid churoh, present and voting at the meeting, wad founded on

acts unethical, if not immoral, on the part of the said ftev. Albert

J. Green, and for his engaging^ractlcBs which itf-presisted in, will

not only disqualify him to act as pastor of The First Colored Baptist

Church of baltimore City, but of any other Christian Church.

-Third-

That in answer to the third paragraph of said Sill of Complaint,

your respondents understand that the action of the membership of The

First Colored Baptist Church of Baltimore City held as aforesaid on

June 23rd, Is9t, means that in due time they hope to h*ve a new pastor,

and will do all that is regular and proper in their power to bring

such about, but they deny taking any action in derogation of the rights

of the said Kev. Albert J. Green, but they allege on the contrary, that

this church has done more than its full duty toward the said Hev. Albert

J. Green since his occupancy of the pulpit of said church.

-Fourth-

Further answering said Bill of Complaint, your respondents

allege, that on Sunday June 26th last, although restrained by a writ

of injunction passed by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, the said

Rev. Albert J. Green and some of his adherents caused considerable

disturbance at The First Colored Baptist Church of Baltimore City,

before and during the hours of d#vine service, and were only induced

to put an end to the same by the action of the Police by request of

tha churfih authorities, and further, that the Rev. Albert J. Green

has taken action indicating his acceding to the action of the church

as above set forth, in his attempt to establish another church of

the same denomination%in the immediate vicinity of The First Colored

Baptist Church of Baltimore City.

Having answered said Bill of Complaint as fully a3 they

are advised is necessary, they ask to be hence dismissed with their

bill of costs.



-3-

And as In duty bound, etc.

State of Maryland, Baltimore City, to wit: .

I Hereby Certify, That on this //W day of July, in the

year nineteen.hundred and twenty-seven, before me, the subscriber,

a Notary Public of the State of Maryland, in and for Baltimore

City afotfesaid, personally appeared Noble H. Keyg, JS%p1raaAllen,

Jbmii TnT»npiT» flnri TTprfkpTi p, ^1-n inniBJ Trustees aforesaid, and made

oath in due form of law that the foregoing Answer is tfue to the

best of fcke±c knowledge and belief.

Notary Public.


