


Jessie Graham In The Circuit/Court

Vs. of

Fraftlc Grahaia Baltimore City.

To The Honorable, The Judge of said Court:

Your Qrafcrix, complaining, respectfully says:

FIRST, That the parties hereto were married on or about

the seventeenth day of December-I899 by Dr. Lyons and lived to-

gether as man and wife until on or about June 10- 1910'. Said mar-

riage secured in Baltimore City, State of Maryland.

SEC01TD, That both parties are residents of the mi-ly of IDul-

fcxiw^e, state of Maryland, and haWbeen for more than two years

prio>r to the filing of this bill of complaint.

THIKD, That though the conduct of Your Oratrix towards her

husband has always been kind, affectionate, and above reproach,

the respondent without any just cause or reason,was extremely

cruel and barbarous in his treatment of your oratrix and upon di-

vers di.ys and occasions he did beat, kick and stabbed your Oratrix

thus causing her to leave him; that the respondent has upon divers

times and occasions committed adultery with one Evelyn Gross; that

he has three children borne as a result of said adultery and that

he is now living in open adultery with said Evelyn Gross. The

above mention desertion on the part of the respondent has contin-

ued uninterruptedly for more than three years prior to the filing

of this bill of complaint and that there is B O reasonable hope or

expectation of reconciliation.

FOURTH, That Yowr Oratrix has never condoned said offense^.

FIFTH, That there are no children born as a result of said

marriage Therefore YOUR 0RATR1X PRAYS:

a-a A divorce a vinculo aatrimonnii fron the respondent.

b-b Such other and further releif as the case may require.

WHEREFORE YOUR ORATRIX PRAYS:

That a decree be passed, divorcing Your Oratrix from the

respondent, a vinculo matrimonnii.
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Such other and further releif as the case may require.

May it please Your Honor to grant unto Your Oratrix a

writ of subpoena, directed unto the said respondent, coicmanding

him to be or appear in this Court on some day certain, to be named

therein, to- perform such decree as may be passed in the premises.

As in duty bound etc.

Solicitor for Complainant.





Form No 21 2 vi 10 14 19

EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland

Of County, Greeting:

WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, that all excuses set aside, you be in your

person before the C^cuit Court of Baltimoie City, at the Court House in said city, on the

Second Monday oiVfi^iAA^^^yh- 19 & (J to answer the complaint of

HE
against you in said Court exhibited,

fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril.

WITNESS the honorable MUKKlb A. SU.PER, Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench

of Baltimore City, the /0 day of ^ H 2 ^ \ i ^ . i 9 / rf

Issued the day o
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EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland

Of ,J\^dJX/n>VI County, Greeting:
WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, that all excuses set aside, you be in your

person before the Ĉ jx5ui)t Court of Baltimore City, at the Court House in said city, on the

Second Monday oti\^L/^L(LAAA4ft\ 19 / ^ / t o answer the complaint of

against you in said Court exhibited.
/REOF fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril.

WITNESS the honorable MORRIS A. SOPER, Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench

of Baltimore City, the f Q day f
Issued the day of

lerk
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EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland

County, Greeting:

WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, that all excuses set aside, you be in your

person before the CirpjrfrCourt of Baltimore City, at the Court House in said city, on the

Second Monday of ^^J^l^C^iX/C^^ 19 f f to answer the complaint of

against you in said Court exhibited.
HEREOF fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril.

WITNESS the honorable MORRIS A. SQPER, Chief Lodge of the Supreme Bench

of Baltimore City, the / 0 day of PUfi&Wv£\ 19

Issued the day of
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[Decree Pro Confesso.]

y

IN THE

Circuit Court
OF

BALTIMORE CITY.

Term, /?

The Defendant having been duly summoned (notified by Oi'dor of PubliiJtion) to appear to
the Bill of Complaint, and having failed to appear thereto, according to the exigency of the writ,

K

It is thereupon this <*• / day of ^^c/^^^-^^^y in the year nineteen

hundred and JjA*f^*Z*\ by the Circuit Court o*"Baltimore City, ADJUDGED, ORDERED and
DECREED, that the complainant is entitled to relief in the premises, and that the bill of Complaint be and
is hereby taken pro confesso against said defendant. But because it doth not certainty appear to what
relief the Plaintiff is entitled, it is further Adjudged, and Ordered, that one of the Examiners of this
Court, take testimony to support the allegations of the biU

STATE OF MARYLAND,
BALTIMORE CITY, SCT

I hereby certify that on this ^U^u/j o J - ^ ^ W - d a y o f jf&t^a^ 19

before me, the subscriber, a Notary Public, or the State of Maryland.Mn and for the City aforesaid,
personally appeared ^p2sQ^l*A- (^Anr0j&^u^^~----* and made oath
in due form of law th^her (fcte) Ku9Dand"(wife)"the de'fen~dant"in""the above entitled case is not in the
Military or Naval service of the United States Government, to the best of her (kis-| knowledge, informa-
tion and belief.

As Witness my hand and Notarial Seal.

otary Publiis.

"I

M





Jessie Graham

3ln % (Eirnrit QLantt-vs

Frank Graham Q F B A L T I M O R E C , T Y

A Decree Pro Confesso having passed,

and notice having been given me by the Solicitor for the P l a i n t i f f

of a desire to take testimony in the same, I, ALFRED J. CARR, one of the

Standing Examiners of the Circuit Courts of Baltimore City, under and by virtue

of an order of the above named Circuit Court, passed in said cause on the

3 9 t h day of Janua ry 192O_, m e t o n

the 3rd day of Feb rua ry j n the year nineteen
-**
t

hundred «nH twenty at my office, in the City of Baltimore, in the State

of Maryland, and assigned the 6 t h day of Feb rua ry

in the same year at o n e o'clock in the after noon and the
office of t h e Examiner , i n t h e C i t y a n d S t a t e

aforesaid, as the time and place for such examination of witnesses in said cause;

at which last mentioned time and place I attended, due notice of such meeting

having been given, and proceeded in the presence of the Solicitor of the

P l a i n t i f f t o take the following deposition, that

is to say:—



JESSIE GRAHAM, the Olaintiff produced as a witness

on her own behalf, being duly sworn, <?eposeth and saith

as follows-that is to say-

BY TdE EXAMIHER:

1 Q- State your name, address, and occupation.

/"A- Mr name is Jessie Graham, I live 523 S. Green Street

and work in a hotel as assistant to the housekepper.

2 Q- Do you know the parties to this suit?

A- I am the Plaintiff, and Frank Graham, the Defendant,

is tny husband.

BY MR. DAVIS:

3 Q- When, where, and by whom were you married?

A- I was married on December seventeenth 1899 by the

Kev. Earnest Lyons a Methodist minister at his residence

on Hill Street, city of .Baltimore, state of la ry land .

4 Q- Ylere any children born of this marriage?

A- ITo, Sir, none.

5 Q- How long have you and your husband been residents

of Maryland prior to December 1919?

A- I live in Maryland and have lived here all my life

and my husband lived here all his life.

6 Q- Are you and your husband living together now? If not

state when you separated and which one left the other.

A- We are not living together, my husband left me June

tenth 1910.



Jessie Graham

7 Q- What was your conduct and treatment toward your hus-

band during the whole of your married life?

A- I v/as a good, true wife ?rd did all I conld for him.

8 Q- Why did he leave you June tenth, 1910?

A- He left me because he wanted to go with another women

9 Q- What occured on June tenth, 1910.

A- He beat me and abused me, he cut me on the back of

my neck and said lie v/as going to leave and never come back,

he got his clothes and left.

10 Q- Do you know the name of that woman.

A- Evelyn Gross.

11 Q- Did he go to live with her?

A- *es, and he is living with her now in Oalvert County

and he has three children by her.

12 Q- Has the abandonment of you by your husband continued

uninterruptedly'for at least three years prior to December

third 1919?

A- Yes, over three years. He left me in 1910.

13 Q- Was the abandonment of you by yo^r husband his own •

deliberate and final act?

A- Xes, it was.

14 Q- In your opinion is there any reasonable hope or ••.ex-

pectation of a reconciliation between you?

A- Eone.



Jessie Graham

15 Q- Since you discovered your husband's adultery, have

you lived with or cohabited with him?

t - No, I have not.

16 Q- How do you know they are living in Galvert Gounty,

your husband and a woman?

A- I have been to Calvert Oounty and to the home where

they live and I saw the woman and children. This was in

the summer of 1918.

17 Q- How do they live there?

A- As man and wife, all the people there know them as

man and wife.



Question by the Examiner:

Do you know or can you state any other matter or thing

that may be of benfit or advantage to the parties of this

suit or either of them or that may be material to the sub-

jeot of this your examination or the matters in question

between the parties? If so, state the same fully and at

large in your answer.

Answer:



VIOLA SCOTT, a witness produced on behalf of the

Plaintiff, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith as follows-

that is to say-

BY THE tfXAMIMER:

1 Q- State your name.address, and accupation.

A- I am Miss Viola Scott, I live 523 S. Green Street

and I am a waitress.

2 Q- Do you know the parties to this suit?

A- Yes, both all my life, twenty years or over.

BY MR. DAVIS,:

3 Q- Are they man and wife and if you say they are, state

how you know it?

A- Thay are man and wife and I have often been to their

home and I lived with them for over a year and all the

people know them as man and wife.

4 Q- F/ere any children born of this marriage?

A- Eo she has no children.

5 Q- Have the parties to this suit beer residents of

the state of Maryland for more then two years?

A- Yes, Mrs. Graham has lived in Baltimore all her

life and he also, only he is now in Gal vert rJounty.

6 Q- Are they living together now?

A- Ho, Sir, they are not. 'Jr. Graham left Mrs. Graham

in 1910.



Viola Scott

7 Q- From your observation as yon saw it when you lived

there end on visits, how did Mrs. Graham treat her husband?

A- She was a good v/ife to him in every way.

8 Q- How did he treat his wife?

A- He cursed and abused her.

9 Q- When Mr. Graham left his wife, why did he do so?

A- He left her for a woraan narred Evelyn Gross.

10 Q- Where'doefejthe•Defendant live and with whom?

A- In Calvert County below Prince Frederick's called

St. Leonards, with Evelyn Gross the woman he left his wife

for.

11 Q- How do you know this?

A- I have visited St. Leonards and I have seen Mr. Gra-

ham and Evelyn Gross there and the reputation is that thpy

are man and wife.

12 Q- Do you know of any children?

A- les, there are three, so I am told, but I have seen

two of them.

13 Q- Has Mrs. Graham, to your knowledge, lived with her

husband in Oalvert bounty since he left her in 1910?

A- Ho, Sir, she has not.He has Hiss Gross in the home.

14 Q- Has the abandonment of the Plaintiff by the Defend-

ant continued uninterruptedly for over three years?

A- xes, most ten years.



Viola Scott

15 Q- Was the abandonment his OWE deliberate aBd final

act?

A- He left Mrs. Graham because he wanted to go to the

Gross woman, it was his own deliberate and fi-nal act.

16 Q- In your opinion is there any reasonable hope or

expectation of a reconciliation between them?

A- No, Ho hope - never.



Question by the iCxaminer:

Do you know or car, you state any other matter or thing that

may be of benefit or advantage to the parties to this snit

or either or them or that may be material to the subject of

this your exarr nation or the reetters in question between

the parties? If so, state the same fully and at large in

your answer.

Answer:

8



MISS DALRxMPLE nABBISTER a witness produced on be-

half of the Plaintiff, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith

as follows-that is to say-*

BY THE EXAMINER:

1 Q- State your name, address, and occupation.

A- Dalrynple Bannister, 635 Pierce Street, Baltimore

Maryland. I work at Guth Chocolate Company.

2 Q- Do you know the parties to this suit?

A- Yes, both ell my life, over thirty years.

BY MR. DAVIS:

3 Q- Are they man and wife and if yon say .they are, state

how you know it?

A- I know they are married. I visited, them often while

they lived together.

4 Q- Were there any children by this marriage?

A- Ho, Sir.

5 Q- How did Mrs. Graham treat her husband?

A- Pine. I know she was a good true woman to him.

6 Q- How did he t reat her?

A- Very bad. Whenever I was there he was always abusing

and, quarrelling. I have seen bruises on her from his

beating her.

7 Q- Are they now living together?

A- Ho, Sir.

8 Q- When did they separate and which one left the other?

A- He left her in June 1910.

9



Dalrynple Bannister

9 Q- Where did he go whenhe left his wife?

A- After the time tie left his wife they lived in Oalvert

County near Prince i^rederiok. He went to live with Hiss

Gross at St. Leonards and he still lives with her.

10 Q- Eave or not to your knowledge, I.1r. Graham and Miss

Gross had any children?

A- I know they live as man and wife and all the people

thing that. I have been told there are three children "but

1 ahve not seen them.

11 Q- Has the abandonment of the Plaintiff by the Defendant

continued uninterruptedly for over three years?

A- Yes, since 1910 when he went to live with Miss Gross.

12 Q- Was the abandonment his own deliberate and final act?

A- Yes, he left her for LSies Gross.

13 Q- In your opinion is there any reasonable hope or

pectation of a reconciliation between them?

A- Mo, Sir, there could be nothing like that.

10



Question by the .Wxeminer:

Do you know or can you state any other matter or thirg that

may be oi' benefit or advantage to the parties to this suit

or either of them or that msy be material to the subject of

this yoxir examination or the matters in question between

the parties? If so, state the sa^e fully and at large in

your arswer.

Answer:

11



No other witnesses being named or produced before me, I then, at the request

of the solicitor of the Plaintiff

closed the depositions taken in said cause, and now return them closed under my

hand and seal, on this 9 ^ t l day of

F e b r u a r y in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred

and twen ty at the City of Baltimore in the State of Maryland.

Examiner.

There are___nJL

Plaintiffs

-Exhibits with these depositions, to wit:

. Exhibit.

Defendant's. .Exhibit.

Examiner.

I, ALFRED J. CARFV the Examiner before whom the foregoing depositions

were taken, do hereby certify that 1 was employed in assigning a day, and taking

the said depositions upon two days, on "both

of which I was employed by the plaintiff.

by the defendant
f

_, and on_ none



Uh
Docket No.

^

Order of Reference.

Filed



FORM IB

IN THE

CIRCUIT COURT
OF

BALTIMORE CITY

-Term,

This case being submitted, without argument, it is ordered by the Court, this

> t ha t t he same be and is hereby referred to ({J(VuL

Auditor and Master, to report the pleadings and the facts, and his opinion thereon.

lay of

Esq.,

Report of Auditor and Master
Bill for divorce a vinculo matrimonii filed by the wife

against her husband on the grounds of abandonment and of adultery.

Code 1911, Art. 1G, sees. 36-41.

Defendant summoned.

Residence of both parties in Maryland for more than two

years proven.

The marriage proven.

The abandonment for three years, i ts finality and the

irreconcilability of the parties proven.

The adultery proven.

A decree pro confesso was passed against the defendant and

more than thirty days have since elapsed.

Case ready for decree.

Auditor and Master

Fee $9 paid. March lot , 1920.






