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IILLIAH GRAGG : IE THE CIRCUIT COURT

VS. : OP

CLARENCE GRAGG : BALTIMORE CITY.

TO THE HOHOEABLE.THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

Your Oratrix oomplaining respectfully represents:

I* That she was married to her husband, Clarenoe Gragg June

22,1918 and with whom she resided until about August 1,1923 when

the defendant deserted the plaintiff,

2. That though the oonduot of your Oratrix toward the said

Clarence Gragg has always been kind, affectionate and above re-

proach, he has without any just cause or reason abandoned and

deserted her and has declared his intentions to live with her no

longer, and that such abandonment has continued!? uninterruptedly

for more than three years and is deliberate and final and the

separation of the parties is beyond any reasonable expectation qf

reconciliation,

3. That there are no children as result of said marriage*

4* That your Orstrix has not lived or co-habited with the

aaid defendant since said desertion*

5. That your Oratrix is a citizen of the State of Maryland,

residing in BaltlmoreCity for more than two years prior to the

filing of this bill, but that the defendant is a non-resident of

the State of Maryland*

TO THE EUD,THEREFORE:

(a) That your Oratrix may be divorced a Yinoulo Mafcrimonii

from the said Clarence Gragg*

(b) That she may have suoh other and further relief as her

case may require*



(o) That she may resume her maiden name, Brown,

May it please your Honor to grant unto your Oratrix

the Order of Publication directed against the said Clarence Gragg,

a non-resident of the State of Maryland, aforesaid, commanding and

requiring him to be and appear in this Court on some day certain

to be named therein to answer the premises and abide by and per-

form such decree or order as may be passed therein*

AUD as in duty bound, etc.

ICTTOR FOR COMPLAIIMJT.



J.STEWARD DAVIS.SOLICITOR. 215 ST.PAUL PLACE

IS THE CIRCUIT COURT OF BALTIMORE CITY

LILLIAN GRAGG VS. CLARENCE GRAGG

The object of this bill ia to procure a divorce a Vinoulo

Matrfcnonii by the plaintiff from the defendant*

Thebill reoites that the partJ&s were na-rried June 22,

1918 and lived together until about Aug* 1,1923, when the defendant

deserted the plaintiff* That there are no children as issue of

said marriage* That the defendant is a non-resident of the State

of Maryland and that he deserted his wife without any Just cause

or reason and has declared his intentions to live with her no

longer; that said abandonment has continued uninterruptedly for

more than three years and is deliberate and final, and the separa-

tion of the parties is beyond any reasonable expectation of

reconciliation. That the plaintiff has been a citizen of the

State of Maryland for more than three years prior to the filing of

bhis Bill of Complaint, but that the defendant is a non-president.

IT is thereupon this/'y day o f " " 1923, ordered

by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, that the plaintiff by

causing a oopy, of this order to be published in Baltimore City

jonce in each of four successive weeks, before the/ /~day of

'1923, give notice to the absent defendant, Clarence Gragg, of the

objeot and substance of this bill, warning him to be and appear

in this Court in person or by Solicitor on or before the 3r &ay

af kjkJAA*4rv*Ji.$zz to show oause, if any he may have, why a decree

should not be passed as prayed*

/
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LILLIAN GRA$G : IK THE CIRCUIT COURT

VS. : OF

CLAREBCE GRAGG : BALTIMORE CITY.

TO THE HONORABLE,THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

Your Oratrix complaining respectfully says:

1. That on or a"bout the | ̂ day of N ?n??^(te>J.923, your

Oratrix filed in this Honorable Court a Mil of complaint, praying

among other things a divorce a Vinculo Matrimonii.

2. That your Oratrix failed to add the following paragraph:;

Wherefore your Oratrix prays leave to amend the afore-

mentioned original "bill of complaint "by adding the following

paragraph known as the 6th paragraph of the original bill of com-

plaint.

(6)

That the said Clarence Gragg &&S on divers days and

times since said marriage committed the crime of adultery with

divers,^ lewd and abandoned women whose names £o your Oratrix

are unknown, and said offense has not been condpned by your

Oratrix.

AID as in duty bound, etc.

f / P '



Ordered by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City this

day of /kUiMsi*A^i 1924, that the aforementioned "bill be amended

as prayed.



J . STEWARD DAVIS,SOLICITOR
215 ST. PAUL PLACE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF BALTIMORE CITY
LILLIAN GRAGG VS. CLARMCE GRAGG

ORDER OF PUBLICATION

The object of this bill is to procure a divorce a

Vinculo Matrimonii by the plaintiff from the defendant.

The bill recites that the parties were married June 22,

1918 and lived together as man and wife until abiout the 1st day

of lugust,I923 when the defendant deserted the plaintiff.

That there are no children as issue of said marriage; that the

plaint iff has been a resident of said city and State for more

than two years and the defendant is a non-resident of said State.

That though the conduct of the plaintiff towards the said defen-

dant has always been kind , affectionate and above reproach, he

has, without any just cause or reason abandoned and deserted her

and has declared his intentions to live with her no longer; that

he has on divers days and times, committed the crime of adultery

with divers, lewd and abandoned women ans said offense has not

been condoned by your Oratrix.

It is thereupon this /^ day of Ĵ /tû c/Ly 1924, ordered

by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City that the plaintiff by

causing a copy of this order to be published in Baltimore City

ô ace each week for four successive weeks, before the /^ day of

1924,give notice to the absent defendant, Clarence Gragg

of the object and substance of this bill, warning him to be and

appear in this CoJirt in person or by Solioitor, on or before the

) dgy of l%5^w\J 9 2 4 *° sll0w cause, if any he may have , why

a decree should not be passed as prayed.
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J. Steward Davis, Solicitor,
215 St. Paul Place.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF BALTI-
MORE CITY—( B—733—1923) —Lillian

Gragg vs. Clarence Gragg.
ORDER OF PUBLICATION.

The object of this bill is to procure a
divorce a vinculo matrimonii by the plain-
tiff from the defendant.

The bill recites that the parties were
married June 22, 1918, and lived together
as man and wife until about the 1st day
of August, 1923, when the defendant de-
serted the plaintiff. That there are no
children as issue of said marriage; that
the plaintiff has been a resident of said
city and State for more than two years
and the defendant is a non-resident of
said State. That though the conduct of
the plaintiff towards the said defendant
has always been kind, affectionate and
above reproach, lie has, without any just
cause or reason abandoned and deserted
her and has declared his intentions to
live with her no longer; that he has on
divers days and times, committed the
crime of adultery with divers, lewd and
abandoned women and said offense has
not been condoned by your oratrix.

It is thereupon this loth day of January,
1924, ordered by the Circuit Court of
Baltimore City, that the plaintiff by
causing a copy of this order to be pub-
lished in Baltimore City once each week
for foilr successive weeks, before the 15th
day of February, 1924, give notice to the
absent, defendant, Clarence Gragg of the
object and substance of this bill, warning
him to be and appear in this Court in
person or by Solicitor, on or before the
3rd day of March. 1924, to show cause, if
any he may have, why a decree should
hot be passed as prayed.

CHARLES F. STEIN,True copy— "Vest:
CHASr R. WHITEFORD

jal6,23,30,fG Clerk.

ment of

Baltimore, HB..£.r.4ct^.-~, 192

Weiiefpby, certify that the annexed advertise-

Circuit Court
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paper jnibjished in the City of Baltimore, once in each of
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[Decree Pro Conf esso]

IN THE

„, f/ Circuit Court
OF

BALTIMORE CITY.

Term. icj2

The Defendant having been duly summoned (notified by Order of Publication) to appear to

the Bill of Complaint, and having failed to appear thereto, according to the exigency of the writ,

(said Order).

' • • It is thereupon- this /'/*~1 day of ^ in the year nineteen

hundred and twenty /yih-iily by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, ADJUDGED, ORDERED and

DECREED, that the complainant is entitled to relief in the premises, and that the bill of Complaint be and

is hereby taken pro confesso against the defendant. But because it doth not certainly appear to what

relief the Plaintiff is entitled, it is further Adjudged, and Ordered, that one of the Examiners of this

Court, take testimony to support the allegations of the bill.
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3n % (Etrrutt dourt•./....

OF BALTIMORE CITY.

/

• . u
and notice having been given me by the Solicitor for the

SAPPINGTGKN, oneof a desire to take testimony in the same, I, A. de RUSSY bAJfFlJNUl t4HN, one

of the Standing Examiners of the Circuit Courts of Baltimore City, under and by

virtue of an order of £he above named Circuit Court, passed in said cause on the

day o
we- -r-r w e m .

day ot h e (

hundred

in the year nineteen

-at my office, in the City of Baltimore, in the State

of Maryland, and assigned the »£?<4'L<dL£liC£*c& day of

in the same Ayear at...*?**jLS}f4?4... o'clock in the...r,L..Q^rri^?.,..Troon and the

office of X-^^4-&^Zl^....& in the City and State

the time and place for such examination of witnesses in said cause;

^at which last mentioned' time and $>lacfi I attended, due notice of such meeting -*

having been given, and proceeded in the presence of the Solicitor.... of the

.to take the following depositions, that
U VI

is to say:-



Gragg,

v.

Gragg.

Testimony taken at the office rf Mr. Davia,

Baltimore, Maryland, March 192a, at three O'clock

P. M.

Lillian Gragg» the Plaintiff in this case,

pn duced nn her rwn "behalf, having "been f i r s t duly

swfrn, deprseth and saith as follrws, that is tc say:

By Lhe Examiner:

1 Q,. State ynur name residence and r ccupation?

A. Lillian Gragg, 112 Hrrt^ Carroiiton Avenue; hair-

dtfosser.

2 Q,. Do ,yru knr v; the parties to this r.uit?

A. I am the Plaintiff and my hus"band i s the Defen-

dant,

By Mr. Davis:

1 Q,. V/hen were you carried?

A. 22nd., June I9l8.

2 Q,. Were yf-u married by a Minister r f thfc Gr spelV

A. Yes.

3 q. In Baltimrre City?

A. Yes.

4 %. By a Religious Ceremony?

A. Yes.



Lillian Gragg.

5 %. Have yoa been a resident rf Baltimore City,

State rf Maryland, For at least two years prir.r to

the filing rf this euit?

4. Yes.

6 9,. Are there any children as the result rf this

marriage?

A." No.

7 Q,. What was ycur conduct towards .your husband

while living together; he w did you treat him'<

A. I treated him as a wife; I worked.

8 Q. State whether r r not yt u wers always a kind,

affectionate and faithful wifeV

A. Yes; I was.

10 Q,. Are jr\i and ycur husband l iving; t oge the r now?

A. No s i r .

11 Q,. Which l e f t t he o t h e r ; did he leave her (-r did

- - ^ id he 1 save you ri" did you leave him?

A. He l e f t --me.

12 Q. When?

A. August 1 s t . , 1923.

13 Q,. Did he have any j u s t cause <-r reason tc

a"bandrn and dese r t yru a t t h a t time?

A. No s i r .

14 %• You charge your husband with a d u l t e r y ; do ,>r.u

knrv; an^ything p e r s o n a l l y about chat?



Lillian Gragg.

A. Yes.

15 1̂ . State what yru km, w personally?

A. Well, I have a girl friend, and this girl

friend rf mine used to "be a customer to this hair-

dresser, and I told her that I thought ^ husband

wasj living there with a woman, and I wanted to find

out for rayself1 and she said "All right, I am going

there tr get my hair fixed, and I will take ycu there,

"because they dont knew .ŷ u, and I will go in the m rning ,

and we went and she ha.d a"bout four customers ahead of

her,1 and this giri friend of mine was a friend of

this hairdresser, and she gave her the privilege rf

going upstairs playin^ the piano while waiting,

and we went upstairs, and this girl was playing

the piano the player waiting fcr her turn, and in the -

mean time there was a room in the "back of the living

room which is a ted room, and mynhusband was in

there with this woman.

16 Q,. What woman?

A. Margaret Weils, andright after that Margaret

Wells came out rf the r<om in negligee, and she went down-

stairs, and in the meantime my husband came oat in a

"bath robe.



4

Lil l ian Gragg.

17 Q. Did you say anything to ycur husband?

A. He looked at me; he saw me; he wanted to say

something* ' b u ' t * would not say anything to him, and on

my way gf-ing down thess ta i rs , I looked into the room, and

i t was a "bed room, and the "bed was just as if they had

just getten up, and I waited for the g i r l tc get

through with her hair , and we went on out.

18 Q. tfrw, did you ever see your husband to speak

to about this after that time?

A. !To , he came tf my house once and tr ied to

talk t<~, me, and I told him that I did not want tc

talk to him, and my mother told him not t(, come to

the house any more.

19 Q. Now then, to gc back to this time when you

saw him in this bed room; when was this?

A* That was about the las t of August.

20 Q,. What yaarV

"A. 1923.

21 Q,. Did .you see him in the bed rocm with this

woman prior tc the time that he came cut?

A. The door was closed.

22 Q. And when did .you see him for the first time?

A. When he opened the door and came out.



n Gragg.

23 Q. When he opened the dorr and came out.

A. Weil, she was the first one that rpened the dt.cr

and came out and he followed.

24 Q. Did she have to pass through the room in which

you was sitting?

A. No, "because you leave the rrcm t<- go right

down the steps.

25 Q,. Did she see yru.

A. Ho, I dent think she saw me.

26 Q. What time pf the nv-rning was this?

A. That was about half past ten O'clock.

27 Q. And hrv/ long was it 'before ycur husband came

out tf the room?

A. He came out a.bout ten minutes aftersshe OBime

out.

28 (̂. And when you say that woman was dressed in negli-

gee; just describe that attire?

A. She had on a Georgette kirnona over a night

gr rn.

29 Q, Did she ha.ve any shoes pt slipper on her

feet, or was she in her bare feet?

A. She had bed room slippers on.

30 ty. Could you see whether she had stockings on or not.
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Lillian Gragg.

A. She did nr t have any stockings on; everything was

thin; she did net have any stockings on.

31 Q. Now, with reference to her husband - to your

husband; just exactly how was he clothed?

A. Weil, he just had on a "bath robe and in his

pajamas.

32 Q,. And what?

A. When he walked you cculd see the pajama

legs.

33 Q,. And was he in his tare feet or what?

A. He had on "bed room slippers.

34 Q,. Hrw long were they there in this "bed room to-

gether "before they opened the door and came out.

A. About five minutes. About five minutes after

I gc-t there.

35 Q,. Now, did .you question anybo dy about this in

the hru3e at that time; either the proprietress of the

house or your husband cr the woman?

A. No sir; I did not say anything to any one,

because I did not want the woman to know That I was

his wife, because she would not have let me upstairs if

she. had known it, and when I came down I did not say

anythinr to. her, but afterwards she learned that I was

his wife, and after she found it out she made them



Lil l ian Gragg.

away from there.

36 Q,. ~®rw , this was after the separation 'between

you and your husband, was i t not?

A Yes.

37 Q,. Have you lived or cohabited with him aince

you discover' d his adulteries?

A. ¥o s i r .

38 Q,. Have you lived or cohabited with him since

August 1s t . , 1923V

A. No s i r .

39 ©„. Have .you forgiven o*" condoned hisroff ense

in any way?

A. Nn s i r .

40 ft. Is your husband a resident c<r non-resident

of the State of Maryland?

A. Non-resident.

41 ft. Of what State is he a resident*

A. Chatanooga, Tennesee.



GENERAL QUESTION

Do you know or can you state any other matter

or thing that may "be to the "benefit or advantage of the

parties to this suit, or either of them, or that may "be

material to the subject of this, your examination, or the

matters in question "between the parties? If so, state

the same fully/Sid jat large in your answer*

. A.---



Gladys Johnsom a witness nf lawful age, produced

on "behalf cf the Plaintiff, havin g "been f i r s t duly

swr rn, deposeth and aaith as follows, that is to say:

By the Examiner:

1 Q,. State your name residence a,nd occupation?

A. Gladys Johnson, 112 Uorth Carrollton Street;

Clerk.

2 Q,. Do you knr w the parties to this suit?

A. Yes. Mrs. Gragg is my sister .

B* Mr Davis*.

1 Q,. Are the parties to this suit .husband" and wife?

A. Yes.

2 Q,. Did they live together as husband and wife and

w ere they always known and recognized in the Community

in -which they lived as husband and wife?

A. Yes.

3 Q,. Has the Plaintiff been a resident of Baltimore

Cit;y, State of Maryland, for at least two years prior to

the filing of this suit?

A. Yes.

4 Q,. Are there any children as the result-of this mar-

riage?

A. No .

5 Q,. What, was her conduct towards her husband while

living together; how did she treat him?

A. She treated him right.
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Gladys Johnson.

6 Q,. State whether or not she was always a kind,

affectionate and faithful wife?

A. Yes.

7 Q. Are the parties to this suit living together now?

A. Nr sir.

8 Q,. Which, left t'he other; did he lsave her or did she

leave him?

A. He left her.

9 Q. When?

.A. 1st., August 1923.

10 Q. She has charged her husband with adultery; do jO

know anything personally about that?

A. I knn w what he has said.

11 ft. What did he say to you?

A. He told me that he had,- that he was goin^; to

live' with this woman; that he had gone through

so much of her money the't he had to stay with, her

to make good, and that he was never going to do

right by my sister; that he was gr.ing. tc live with this

money; that he had to live with her.

12 Q,. How did that conversation come abc.utV

A. I got off the car one day, and I saw him standing

on the corner, and a girl came up behind him and hit him

on the back of the neck, and it was this woman, and

&9 said that she should "not do that, and the girl left.
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Gladys Johnson.

him and went dr.wn the street, and after I met him I had

this crnversatirn with him and he said "Well, I have gone

through so much rf her money, I have to gc with her and

live with her".

13 <&. Dc you mean to state that intthis conversation

with y° u he admitted his adulteries to you with this

Margaret Wells*

A, Yes.

14 Q. Ycu have heard yrur sister testify v/ith reference

to her husband's adultcies; is that the came woman

that she has reference to.

A. Yes.

15 Q,. Then dc jou tell this Court that he has "bê n

living in adultery with this woman ever since he left

his wife?

** . a. c O .

16 %. Has yrur sister lived or cohabited with him since

she discovered his adulteries?

A. Nr sir.

17 Q,, Has she lived rr cohabited with her husband

since August 1s t . , 1923?

A. No s i r .

18 fy. Has she fcrgiven or condoned his offense in

any wayV
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Gladys J< hndn.

A. Nc a i r .

19 Q,. I s he a resident pr a non-resident pf the

State cf Maryland?

A. Non-resident.

20 Q,. Of what State i s he a resident?

A. Chatanocga, Tennasee.



GEN1RAL QUESTION

Do you know o r oan you s t a t e any o t h e r m a t t e r

or thing that may ho to the benefit or advantage of the

parties to this suit* or either of them, or that may be

material to the subject of tliio, your examination, or the

mattera in question "between the parties? If so, stao©

the oame ful^y and\jv5f lar^e In your answer.

A.—
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Bendella Love, a witness of lawful age, pro-

duced en "behalf of the Plaintiff, having bean first duly

swr.rn, depnseth and saith as follows, that is to say:

By the Examiner:

1 Q. State your name residence and occupation?

A. Bendella Love, 1222 Bayard Street; I do not

work.

2 Q,. Do yru knr w the part ies to this suit?

A. Yes.

By Mr. Davis:

1 Q. Are they husband and wife?

A. Yes.

2 Q,. Has the Plaintiff "been a resident of Baltimore

City, State rf Maryland, frr at least twr ysars prior to

the filing of this suit?

A. Yes.

3 Q,. Are there any ~- Are they living together now?

A. No sir.

4 Q,. When did they separate?

A. August 1st., 1923.

5 Q,. She has charged her husband with adultery; do jou

knrv/ anything personally about this?

A. Yes.

6 Q.. Ten us v/hat yru know?

A. One nifrht I was in a dance halli and he knew
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Bendslla Love.

that I was a personal friend of his wife, and he gave me

to understand that the girl that he was with, and the

woman who was hie girl friend) and when the dance let

out, he-was "boarding on Druid Hill Avenue and he and this

girl went down therei and he gave me to under-

stand that I wasnrt to ten his wife and he was going in

there'for the night, with her, and that was ahout

fifteen minutes of one.

7 Q,. I s that the Game girl that the Plaintiff and her

sister has told us at>out?

A. Yes.

8 Q,. What is the general reputation of this girl

Margaret Wells and the Defendant in this case relative

to their relations?

A. That he Just lived with her; that is all.

9 %, Lives with her in adultery?

A. Yes.

10 Q,. Is that generally known among the people

that know "both Margaret Weils and Gragg?

A. Yes.

10 §. Has his wife lived Pr cohabited with him'-ssince

she discovered his adulteries, rr has she forgiven Rr

condoned his offense?



16

Love.

A« Wo s i r ; she has no t .



GJMBAL

Bo you know or can you eiafce any o the r matter

or tiling tha t ra&y be to bhe benef i t o r adv&ntage cf the

p a r t i e s to th i» a u i t , o r o l ther of~ th*m$ ®r t h a t ttny bo

saaterlal to the subject of £his>, your exajnlnation, or

mat ters in queatton between the pa r t i e s? I f ea,

the oamo fu l l j /a tm att l a r^e in yotar answer.



No other witnesses being named or produced before ^ e , I then, at the request

of the Solicitor of the.

closed the depositions taken in said catWe and now*y*eturn them closed under my

hand and seal, on this of..%£

in the year of Our Lord nineteen hundred 2ind..^/&£<<^ty.!....Jl7Tl4A?.' at the

City of Baltimore, in the State of Maryland.

(SEAL).
Examiner.

There are...i^fi^. Exhibits with these depositions, to wit:

Plaintiff's Exhibit .1

Defendant's Exhibit

I, A. de RUSSY SAPPJNGTON, the Examiner before whom the fore-

going depositions-were taken, do hereby certify that I was employed in assigning

a day, and taking the said depositions upon.-^£l^3?. days, on

of which I was employed by the Plaintiff , and on

by the Defendant
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IN THE

Circuit Court
OF

BALTIMORE CITY

Term, 192

This case being submitted, without argument, it is ordered by the Court, this

day of

s or

ifth, 192 ifthat the same be and it is hereby referred to

...., Esq., Auditor and Master, to report the

pleadings and the facts, and his opinion thereon.

Report of Auditor and Master

Bi l l .f.i.l.ed.by.wife...a.^i^ ground

a non resident.No answer. Deqree pro confesso, thirty days elapsed. Proof shows

resldenoe .o.f...P.l.aLntiff aadaon. res 1 deuce end adultery of t to Defendant* Qa.se....ready..

for deortt,

Auditor and Master..
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JMCOTCD

DECkEE OF

:

1

(Eourt

3 Docket

I

iGff, _ _

1 / |

DIVORCE

i
1

The within Is a proper deoree to be

paaied In this case.

Auditor and Master.



DECREE OF DIVORCE.

J "

LILLIAN ...GEAGG,..

vs.

IN THE

(Etrcnit flJmtrt

OF

BALTIMORE CITY

Term, /$>...§&»

This cause standing ready for hearing and being duly submitted, the proceedings were by the Court read

and considered. I /4 . ]

It is thereupon, this ~r. day of M&jF - -. - . A n n o

Domini, one thousand nine hundred and .t.WSB.tjHf OUP by the C I R C U I T COURT OF

BALTI MORE C I T Y , Adjudged, Ordered and Decreed, that the said

LILLLyL.GBA.aG,

the above named complainant be, and s h e is hereby DIVORCED, A VINCULO MATRIMONII, from the

defendant, CLAEEN3E GRAGG*

And it is further Ordered, that the said

pay the cost of this proceeding.

I, CHARLES R. WHITEFORD, Clerk of the Circuit

Court of Maltimorc ('ily, do hereby certify

that the above is a true copy of the decree

taken from the record of proceedings in

said cause.

IN TESTIMONY WHKKKOF, 1 hereunto set my

hand and affix the seal of the said Court,

this day of 19.

Clerk Circuit Court of Baltimore City.


