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LILLIAN GRAGG

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT

vs. : OF

CLARENCE GRAGG : BALTIMORE CITY,

TO THE HONORABLE,THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

Your Oretrix compleining respectfully represents:
I. That she was married to her husband, Clerence Gragg June
22,1918 and with whom she resided until about August I,I1923 when
the defendant deserted the plaintiff,
2. That though the conduct of your Oratrix toward the said
Clerence Gragg hes always been kind, affectionate and above re-
proach, he has without any just cause or resson sbandoned and
deserted her and has declared his intentions to live with her no
longer, and thet such abanddmment has continuedvuninterruptedly
for more than three years and is deliberate and finel and the

separstion of the perties is beyond any reasonable expectation of

reconciliation,
Se Thet there are no children as result of said marrisge.
4, That your Orstrix hes not lived or co-habited with the

B#id defendant since sald desertiom.
6. Thet your Oratrix is a citizen of the State of Maryland,
residing in BaltimoreCity for more then two years prior to the
filirg of this bill, but that the defendant is a non~-resident of
the State of Maryland, '

T0 THE END,THEREFORE: .
(a) That your Oratrix maey be divorced a Vinculo Mat rimonii
from the sald Clarence Gragg.
(b) That she may have such other and further relief as her

case may require,



(o) That she may resume her meiden neme, Brown.
May it please your Honor to grant unto your Oratrix
the Order of Publication directed asgeinst the sald Claremce Gragg,
8 non-resident of the State of Marylend, aforessi d, commanding and
?equiring him to be and appesr in this Court on some day certain
%o be named therein to smswer the premises and abide by and per-

form such decree or order as may be passed therein.

AND as in duty bound, etec.




J.STEWARD DAVIS,BOLICITOR, 2I5 ST.PAUL PLACE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF BALTIMORE CITY
LILLIAN GRAGG VS. CLARENCE GRAGG

The objeet of this bill is to procure a divorce & Vinculo
Matrimonii by the pleintiff from the defendant.

Thebill recites that the partie s were merried June 22,
I9I8 and lived together until sbout Aug. I,I923, when the defendant
ldeserted the plaintiff, That there are no children as issue of
said merriage., That the defendant is & non-resident of the State
of Maryland aend thet he desepted his wife without any just cause
or reason and has declared his intentions to live with her no
longer; that sald abandonment has continued uninterruptedly for
more than three years and is deliberste and final, and the separae-
tion of the parties is beyond any reasonable expectation of
recoficiliation. That the plaeititiff has been & coitizen of the
Stete of Marylend for more than three years prior to the f£iling of
this Bill of Complaint, but that the defendant is & nonpresident,

IT is thereupon this / /; dsy OWQ:ES

by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, that the plaintiff by

s ordered

causing a copy of this order to be published in Baltimore City
once in each of four successive weeks, before the day of |
1923, give notice to the sbsent defendant, Clarence Gragg, of the
objJject and substance of this bill, warning him to be and appear

in this Court in person or by Solicitor on or before the Eg/ day
of 923 to show cause, if any he may have, why a decree

“

should not be passed as prayed.
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LILLIAN GRASG IN TEE CIRCUIT COQURT
VS. : OF

CLARENCE GRAGG : BALT IMORE CITY.

TO0 THE HONORABLE,THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:
Your Oratrix complsining respectfully says:
I. Thet on or sbout the | Bday of /\JWP/NZ@;,I%Z, your
Oratrix filed in this Honorable Court & bill of complaint, prsying
among other things e divorce & Vinculo Matrimonili.
2 That your Oratrix failed to add the following parggraph:,
Wherefore your Orstrix prays leave to amend the afore-
mentioned original bill of complaint by adding the following
paragraph known as the 6th paragraph of the originsl bill of com-
plaint.
(6)
That the said Clarence Gragg hkaes on divers days and
times since said marrisge committed the crime of adultery with
divers, lewd and abandoned women whose names yo your Oratrix
are unknown, asnd said offense has not been condpned by your
Oratrix.
AND as in duty bound, etec.
J

S ITOR FOR COMPLAINANT.



Ordered by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City this /\6

day of ~ I924, that the afore‘n?goned bill be amended

as prayed. Y ]LM




J. STEWARD DAVIS,S80LICITOR
215 ST. PAUL PLACE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF BALTIMORE CITY
LILLIAN GRAGG V3. CLARENCE GRAGG

ORDER OF PUBLICATION

The object of this bill is to proocure a divorce a
Vinculo Matrimonii by the plaintiff from the defendant.

The bill recites that the parties were married June 22,
1918 and 1lived together as man and wife until sbiout the Ist day
of Bugust,I923 when the defendant deserted the plaintiff.
Thet there are no children as issue of ssaid marriasge; that the
p}aintiff has been & resident of.said c¢ity and State for more
than two years and the defendant is a non-resident of said State.
That though the conduct of the plaintiff towards the said defen-
dent has wlways been kind , affectionate and above reproach, he
has, without any just cause or reason abandoned and deserted her
and has declared his intentions to live with her no longer; that
he has on divers days and times, committed the corime of adultery
with divers, lewd and asbandoned women ans said offense has not
been condoned by your Oratrix.

It is thereupon this /Jﬁday of c7z$M¢am1?rI924, ordered
by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City +that the pléintiff by
céusing a copy of this order to be published in Baltimore City
opee each week for four successive weeks, hefore the /J'an of
\g;@ﬂwywvﬁl924,give notice to thé absent defendant, Clarence Gragg
of the object and substaence of this bill, warning him to be and
appear in this Court in person or by Solicitor, on or before the

3 dgy of WM’/@:\

& decree should not be passed as mayed,

ﬂ% 2

1924 to show csuse, if any he may have , why
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J. Steward Davis, Solicitor,
215 St. Paul Place.
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF BALTI-

MORE CITY — ( B—735—1923 ) — Lillian
Gragg vs. Clarence Gragg.

ORDER OF PUBLICATION.

The object of this bill 15 to procure a
divorce a vineulo matrimonii by the plain-
tiff from the defendant.

The bill recites that the parties were
married June 22, 1918, and lived together
as man and wife until about the 1st day
of August, 1923, when the defendant de-
serted the plaintiff. That there are no
children as issue of said marriage; that
the plaintiff has been a resident .of said
city and State for more than two years
and the defendant is g non-resident of
said State. That though the conduect of
the plaintiff towards ‘the said defendant
has always been kind, affectionate and
above reproach, he has, without any just
cause or reason abandoned and deserted
her and has declared his intentions to
live with her no longer; that he has on
divers days and times, committed the
crime of adultery with divers, lewd and
abandoned women and said offense has
not been condoned by your oratrix.

It is thereupon this 15th day of January,
1924, ordered by the Circuit Court of
Baltimore City,” that the plaintif by
causing a copy of this order to be pub-
Jished in Baltimore City once each week
for follr successive weeks, before the 15th
day of February, 1924, give notice to the
absent, defendant, Clarence Gragg of the
object and substance of this bill, warning
him to be and appear in this Court in
person or by Solicitor, on or before the
3rd day of March, 1924, to show cause, if
any he may have, why a decree should
not be psxiased as prayed.

CHARLES F. STEIN,
True copy— Vest: i

CHAS: R. WBITEFORD
ja16,23,30,£6 Clerk.

Baltimore,........E’EB.@.:..’;’.{“;&?.., 192......

iereby, cestify that the annexed advertise-
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[Decree Pro Confesso]

IN THE

MM&W | Circuit Court

OF

BALTIMORE CITY.

Term, 192

The Defendant having been duly summoned (notified by Order of Publication) to appear to

the Bill of Complaint, and having failed to appear thereto, according to the exigency of the writ,
(said Order).

day of W the year nineteen

b§ the Cireuit Court of Baltimore City, ADJUDGED, ORDERED and
DECREED, that the complainant is entitled to relief in the premises, and that the bill of Complaint be and

is hereby taken pro confesso against the defendant. But because it doth not certainly appear to what
relief the Plaintiff is entitled, it is further Adjudged, and Ordered, that one of the Examiners of this

Court, take testimony to support the allegations of the bill. 4 iy
| Q 2 {Ls / f&//{Zu AU

It is thereupon- this
hundred and twenty —
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In the Girruit Gourt

OF BALTIMORE CITY

of a desire to take testimony in the same, I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINGT R
of the Standing Examiners of the Circuit Courts of Baltimore City, under and by

virtue of an order of the above named Circuit Court, passed in said cause on the

office of.... k.. XAt

aforesaid_4s the time and place for such examiination of witnesses in said cause;
;at which last mentioned time and place I attended, due notice of such meeting

having been givan, and procécded in the presence of the Solicitor

is to say:—



Gragg,
Ve
Graga,

Testimony taken at the nffice of Mr. Davis,
Baltimre, Maryland, March 1528, at three O'clock
P, M.

Tillian Gragg® the Plaintiff in this case,
prcduced on her cwn behalf, having been first duly
swern, depergseth and saith as fellews, that 1s tc say:

By Lhe Bxaminar:
1 Q. State'/nur name residence and ¢ ccupation?
A. Lillian Gragg, 112 Nerti Carrvilton Avenue;
ddpsser.
2 Q. Do yru knew the puarties teo thisg suirt?
A, I am the Plaintiff and my hushand ig the Defen-
dant,
By Mr. Davis:
1 Q. When were yeou married?
A. 22nd., June 1918,
2 Q. Were ,6u married by a Minister of the Ge spel?
A. Yes.
3 Q. In Baltimrre City?
A, Yes.,
4 Q. By a Relisiousg Ceremeny?

A, YeSo

hair-



Lillian Gragg.
5 Q. Have you been a regident of Baltimnre City,
State ¢f Maryland, for at least twn years prier te
the filing f this guit?
. Yes.,
6 Q. Are there any children as the result of this

marriage?
A Neo
7 Q. What was ycur ceonduct tewards your husband
while living together; hew did you treat himk
A. I treated him as a wife; I wrrked,
8 Q. State whether ¢ net Jtuw were always a kind,
affecticnate and faithful wife?
A. Yez; I was,
10 Q. Are yeu and ycur husband livinge tegzther now?
A. No sire.
11 Q. Which 1eft the prther; did he leave her ¢r did
-~ Pid he lzave you er did ,ou leave him?
A, He 1eft me.
12 Q. When?
A. August 1st., 1923.
13 Q. Did he have any just cause rr reasen tco
abanden znd desert yeu at that time?
A. Ne sir.
14 Q. Yocu charge your husband with adultery; do ycud
knecw anyything pergonally about that?

A \fe o



Lillian Gragg.

A. Yes,

15 Q.  State what yeu know personally?

A. Well, I have a girl friend, zand this girl
friend pf.mine used to be a customer to thig hair-
dregser, and I told her that I thought m, husband
way living there with a woman, and I wanted te find
out for myself, and she said "All right, I am gcing
there iec get my heir fixed, and I will take you there,
becauce they dont knew yeu, and I will go in the m rning ,

and we went and she had ahout four custemers ahead of
her,, and this girl friend of mine was a friend of
this hairdresser, and she gave her the privilege ¢f
gcing upstairs playine the piane while waiting,

and we went upstairs, zand this girl was playing
the piano the player walting fcr her turn, and in the -
mean time there was a rnom in the back of thz living
rccm which is a bed room, and mynhushand was in
there with this woman.

16 Q. What woman?

A. Margaret Wells, andright after that Margaret
Wells came out e¢f the rcom in negligee, and she went dcwn=

stairs, and in the meantime my husband came out in a

bath robe,



Lillian Gragg.
17 Q. Did you say anything te ycur hushband?

A. He looked at me; he saw me; he wanted to say
something, Put I would not say anything to him, and on
my way gtlng dewn thesstairs, I looked into the rovem, and
it was a bed reom, and th= bed was just as if they had
just gctten up, and I wzited for {the girl te get
threugh with her hair, and we went an out.

18 Q. New, did you ever see your husband to speak
to 2bout this after that time?

A. Mr, he came tr my house ence and tried to
telk te me, and I told him that I did net want te
talk to him, and my mother told him nct to come to
the house any more,

19 Q. New then, to go back to this time when you
saw him in this bed rocem; when was this?

A. That was about the last nf August.

20 Q. What year? \

A, 1923,

21 Q. Did you see him in the bed reem with this
women pricr te the time that he came cut?

A. The docr was closed.

22 Q. And when did you see him for the first time?

A. When he opened the door and came out.



Ltilian Grageg.
23 Q. When he epened the docr and came cut.
A. Well, she was the first ene thaet rpened the dcer
and came cut and he follcwed.
24 Q. Did she have to pass throush thc rcem in which
yeu was gitting?
A, N¢, beczuse yeu leave the reem to go right
dovn the steps.
25 Q. Did she see yru.

A. Neo, I dent think she zaw me.

)
26 Q. What time of the mrrning was this?
A, That was about half past ten O'clock.
27 Q. And hevw long was it befere your husband came
out ¢t thg roeom?
A. He came out about ten minutes aftersshe emme
out.
28 Q. And when you say that weman was dressed in negli-
gée; just describe that attire?
A. She had on a Georgette kimona over a night
gern,
29 Q. Did she have any shees ot slipper on her

feet, ar was she in her bare feet?

A, She had bed room slippers one.

30 Q. Could you see whether she had stockings en or not.



Tillian Gragg.

A, She did art have any stockings cn; everything was
thin; she did net have any stockings an.

31 Q. New, with reference te her hushand - to your
husband; just exactly hew was he clothed? |

A, Well, he just had on a bhath robe and in his
vajamas.

32 Q. And what?

A. When he walked you coculd se2 the pajama
legs.

33 Q. And was he in his bare feet or what?

A. He had en bed room slippers.

34 Q. Hrw long were they there in this bed reom to-
gether before they cpened the door and came out.

A.  About five minutes. About five minutes after
I get there,

35 Q. New, did ycu questiecn anybedy abcut this in
the hfuse at thet time; eithe% the preoprietress of the
house cr your husband cr the woman?

A._ Ne sir; I did nnt gay anything te any one,
becaugse I did net want the weman te knew hat I was
his wife, beczuse she would net have let me'upstairs if
she.had known it, and when I came down I did net say

anythings te her, but afterwards she learned that I was

his wife, and after ghe fecund it ¢ut she made them



Lillian Gragg.
move away from there,
36 Q. New , this was after the separaticn hetween

yeu and yecur husband, was it nnt?

4 Yes.
37 Q. Have yru lived er cehabited with him since
yeu disc6ver-d his =zdulteries?

A. Ne sir.
38 Q. Have you lived or cochebited with him siace
August 1st., 19237

A. Ne. sir.
39 Q. Have yeu forgilven ar condoned hiscoffense
in sny way?%

A, Wo sir.
40 Q. Is your hushand a resident or non-resident
of the State of Maryland?

A. Nen-resident.

41 Q. Of what State 1s he a resident?®

A, Chatanoccga, Tennesee.



GENERAL QUESTION

Do you know or can you stete any other matter
or thing that may be to the benefit or advantzage of the
parties to this suit, or either of them, or that may be
material to the subject of this, your examination, or the

matters in question between the parties? If so, state

the same fully at large in your answer,

Ae==s

Sllcon~ ~Gogg”



Gladys Johnsony a witness nf lawful age, produced
cn hehalf of the Plaintiff, havin g been first duly
swrrn, depeseth and saith as follews, that ig te say:

By the Exgminer:

1 4. State your name residence and nccupatinn?

A Gladys Johnson, 112 Nerth Carrellton Strceet;
Cilerk,
2 8. Do yeu knecw the parties te this suit?

A. Yes, Mrs. Gragg is my sister.

BY Mr Davis:

1 Q. Are the parties te this guit.husband and wife?

A, Yes.
2 Q. Digd they live trngether as husband and wife and
w ere they always known and recognized in the cemmunity
in which they lived as husband and wife?

A. Yes.
3 Q. Has the Plaintiff been a resident ot Baltimrre
City, State of Maryland, for at least twe years pricr to
the filing of this suit?

A. Yes.
4 Q. Are there any children as the result-onf this mar-
riage?

A. Ne .
5 Qe What, was her conduct towards her husband while
living tegether; herw d1d she treat him?

A. She treated him right.



10

Gladys Jrhneon.
6 Q. State whether or nct she was always a kind,
affectirnate and faithful wife?
A. Yes,
7 Q. Are the parties tn this suit living tegether now?
A. Nr sir,
B’Q. Which 12ft the other; did he lcave her nr did she
leave him?*
A, e left her,
9 Q. When?
.A. 1st., August 1923.
' 10 Q. She has charged her husband with adultery; du ,ou
know anything personally about that?
A. I knnw what he has said.
11 Q. What did he say to you?
A. He tolé me that he had,=- that he was gning te
live with this weman; thaet he had gone through
g0 ruch ~f her meney thet he had te stay with her
te make goeod, and that he was never going to do
right by my sister; that he was geing tc live with this
money; that he had tr live with her.
12 Q. Hew did that conversatinn come abeut?
A. I got off the car one day, a2nd I saw him standing
on ths cnrnef, and a girl came up behind him and hit him

on the back e¢f the neck, and it was this woman, and

he said that she should not do that, and the girl left.



11

Gladys Johnson.
him and went dcwn the street, and after I met him I had
this cenversation with him and he said "Well, I have gone
threugh sé much cf her meney, I have to g¢ with her and
live with her".

13 Q. Dc you mean to state that intthis cenversation
with Jou he admitted his adulteries to you with this
Margaret Wells?

A, Yes.
14 Q. Ycu have heard yrur‘sister testify with reference
te her husband's adultries; is that the game weman
that she has reference to.

A Yes.
15 Q. Then dc¢ you tell this Ceurt thet he hag been
1iving in adultery with this weaan ever gince he 1left
his wife?

A. Yes.,
16 Q. Has yrur sister lived or cohabited with him since
she discovered his adulteries?

A. Ne sir.

17 Q. Has she lived rr cohabited with her husband
since August lst,, 1923%

A N sir.
18 Q. Has she fcrgiven or condoned his nffense in

any way'?



Gladys J¢ hﬁdn.
A, Ne wsir,
19 Qe Is he & resident or a ncn-resident of the
Stete of Maryland?
A, Non-resident.
20 Q. Of what State is he =z resident?

A. Chatanocga, Tennesee.



GENERAL QUESTION

Do you know or can you state any other matter
or thing that may be %o the benefit or advantzge of the
parties to this suit, or either of them, or that may be
material to the subject of this, your examination, or the
matters in question between the parties? 1If so, stabte
the same ful larre in your answer,

A. -ww
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Bendella Love, a witness of lawful age, pro-
ducéd on behalf of the Plaintiff, having been first duly
sworn, depnseth and saith as follews, that is to say:
By the Examiner;

1 Q. State yeur name residence and occupaticn?

A. Bendella Love, 1222 Bayard Streect; I do not
work,
2 Q. Do ycu kne w the parties te this suit?

A Yes.

By Mr., Davis:

1 Qe Are they husband and wife?

A. Yes.
2 Qe Has the Plaintiff been a resident of Baltimre
City, State ¢f Maryland, fer at least twe years prier to
the filing of this suit?

A, Yes,
3 Qe Are theres any =~ Are they living tcgether now?

A. ‘ Ne sir,

4 Q. When did they spparate?

A. August 1st., 1925,
5 Q. She has charged her husband with adultery; 4o ,ou
knew anything perscnally about this?

A. Yes.

6 Q  Tell us vhat ycu know?

A. One night I was in a dance hall, &nd he knew



Bendella Love.

that I was a persbnal friend of his wife, and he gave me
to understand that the girl that he was with, ané the
wbman whe was his girl friend, and when thé dance let
out, he was bearding on Druid dHill Avenue and he and this
girl went dewn there, and he gave me to under-
stend that I wasnet t0 tell his wife and he was going in
there for the night.wi4d her, and that was sbout
fifteen minﬁtes ~f one.
7 Qe Is that the game girl that the Plaintiff and her
sister has told us about?

A, Yes. _
8 Q. What is the general reputation of this girl
Margarest Wells énd the Defendant in this case relative
to their relations?

A. That he Just 1ived with her; that is all,
9 Q. Lives with her in adultery?
| A, Yes, |
10 Q. Is that generally knnwn among the peaplée
tnat knew both Margaret Wells and Gragg?

A. Yes.,
10 §.  Has his wife lived or crhabited with him-ssince
she discovered his sdulteries, oI has she férgiven ol

condaned his ~ffense?

A W ~Troe e Taem wat



A.

Bendella Love.

No sir;

she has not,

16



GENERAL QUESTION

Do you know or can you stale any othey matiler
or thing that nay be to the benefit or advantogce of the
parties to this suit, or either of them, or that mry de
material to the subject of this, your examination, or the

matters in guestion bHetwsen the porties? If &, stade

the scame fully L AL larce in your answer,

R
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No other witnesses being named or prodyted before me, I then, at the request

of the Solicitor coeeeeeeeeenee.. of the...............

closed the depositions taken in said caude and now feturn them closed under my

hand and seal, on this_........cocoooiiiiciieeenl LEGAN 2

in the year of Our Lord nineteen hundred and

City of Baltimore, in the State o?i\ﬁaryland.

There are.. &Moo Exhibits with these depositions, to wit:
Plaintiff’s............... Exhibit ........ / ..........................................................................................
Defendant’s

I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINGTON, the Examiner before whom the fore-
going depositions' were taken, do hereby certify that I was employed in assigning
a day, and taking the said depositions upon.—=%ts/ ... days, on... L4 ...
of which I was employed by the Plaintifi

by the Defendant ...
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IN THE

Circuit Court

OF

BALTIMORE CITY

........ gy 192 1 that the same be and it is hereby referred to

............................................... , Esq., Auditor and Master, to report the

p

pleadings and the facts, and his opinion thereon.

Report of Auditor and Master

..0f adultery, Code Article 16, Section 36. _ Order of publication against Defendant as

a non resident. No answer. Decree pro confesso, thirty days elapsed. Proof shows

..residence of Plaintiff and non residence and adultery of the Defendant, . . Ca_se,' ready .

,,,,, for decree,
L P&[ %@m
~Auditor.and Master.. .

_______________ "

.‘ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Circnit Court

1.:13, B

19 9_:_3 No. ¢3 Docket
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The within 1s a proper decree to be

passed in this case.

Auditor and Master.




DECREE OF DIVORCE.

\ IN THE

LILLIAN GRAGG,

(ivenit Conrt

VS.

BALTIMORE CITY

TA M ‘
MARCH Term, 19.2%x

This cause standing ready for hearing and being duly Submitted, the proceedings were by the Court read

and considered. g%{ j
. . e ATINO

i5ui8 "thereupeon, thas. ... .= s L ey day of.....

“
-

Domini, one thousand nine hundred and. ... twenty=-four G . ..by the Circurr CoUrT OF

Bavtimore Crry, Adjudged, Ordered and Decreed, that the said...... .

LITERN: GRAGERs 8 :

the above named complainant be, and ghe is hereby DIVORCED, A VINCULO MATRIMONII, from the

defendant, CLARENCE GRAGG,

And it is further Ordered, that the said... Plaintiff,

oy ley F e,

pay the cost of this proceeding.

I, CHARLES R. WHITEFORD, Clerk of the Circuit
Court of Baltimore City, do hereby certify
that the above is a true copy of the decree
taken from the record of proceedings in
said cause.

IN  TestimoNy Wuereor, I hereunto set my
hand and affix the seal of the said Court,

this.... e Y- Ol b {2

Clerk Circuit Court of Baltimore City.




