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JOSEPHINE L. FAIRFAX

VS

DAVID FAIRFAX

)

)

)

)

IN THE

CIRCUIT COURT NO. 2

OF

BALTIMORE CITY

To the Honorable, the Judge of said Court:

Your oratrix, complaining, saya,

1. That she was married to her husband, DaVid Fairfax, on

the 31st day of May, 1921, by the Rev. Z. R. Bean, aminister of

the gospel, at BaltimareCity, and that they resided ,together in

Baltimore City until on or about the summer of 1921.

2. That though the conduct of your oratrix toward her

husband, the said David Fairfax, has always been kind, affection-

ate and above reproach, the said David Fairfax, with out any

just cause or reason, abandoned and deserted her and declared

his intention to live with her no longer, and that such aban-

donment has continued uninterruptedly for at least three years,

and is deliberate and final, and the separation of the parties

beyond any reasonable expectation of reconciliation.

3. That there were no children born to them from said

marriage.

4. That your oratrix and the de.fendant are residents of

the City of Baltimore, State of Maryland, andhave been for more

than three years last past.

To the end, therefore,

(1) That your oratrix may be divorced a vinculo matrimoniij

from the said David Fairfax.

(2) That your oratrix may have such other and further

relief as her case may require.

May It please your Honor to grant unto your oratrix the

writ of subpoena, directed to the said David Fairfax, residing

in Baltimore City, commanding him to be and appear in this Court

at some certain day, to be named therein, and answer the premises

and abide by, and perform such decree as may be passed therein.



And as in duty bound, etc.



Ct. Ct. No. 2

Subpoena to Answer Bill of Complaint



EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland

WITNESS, the_Honorab]e.JAMES_E._GDR.TER,XMef_Judge of .the Supreme-Bench of Balti-



IN THE
CIRCUIT COURT NO.2
MLTBIORE CITY.

JOSEPHINE L« FAIRFAX

VS.

DAVID FAIRFAX.

ANSWER
to

BILL OF COMPLAINT.

ROY S. BOND
ATTORNEY AT LAW

22O ST. PAUL PLACE

BALTIMORE. MD.



JOSEPHINE L. FAIRFAX

VS.

DAVID FAIRFAX

IN THE

CIRCUIT COURT NO, 2

BALTIMORE CITY,

TO THE HONORABLE, THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

Your Respondent, David Fairfax, in answer
to Bill of Complaint, heretofore filed against him re-
spectfully sayst

FIRST:

SECOND:

THIRD:

FOURTH:

FIFTH:

He admits the allegations con-
tained in paragraph ONE*

That he most emphatically denies
the allegations contained in par-
agraph TWO,,and to the contrary says,
his wife left him without provocation*

That he admits the allegations con-
tained in paragraph THREE.

That he admits the allegations con-
tained in paragraph FOUR*

Having answered in so far as he is

necessary, he respectfully prays 'that the Bill of complaint

be dismissed*



Circuit Court tRo. 2

Petition for Leave to Take
Testimony and Order of
; . Court Thereon.



IN THE

Circuit Court No. 2,

OF.

BALTIMORE CITY.

To the Honorable the Judge of the
Circuit Court No. 2 of Baltimore City:



CU CL N Q . 2

ORDER FOR APPEARANCE



In the Circuit Court No. 2

of Baltimore City

PLEASE ENTER 4 t * APPEARANCE FOR>



Docket 33B

IN THE

CIRCUIT .COURT- NO. 2

BALTIMORE CITY.

JOSEPHINE FAIRFAX

VS.

DAVID FAIRFAX.



JOSEPHINE FAIRFAX

VS.

DAVID FAIRFAX.



Docket B. 579/1925

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT TTG. 2

Dav JUi-Bairfax.
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Josephine L. Fairfax

vs.

David Fairfax

J n tlje (Etmttt (Eonrt NO. a
OF BALTIMORE CITY

The above e n t i t l e d cause "being a t i asue ,

and notice having been given me by the Solicitor for the. P l a i n t i f f

of a desire to take testimony in the same, I, GEORGE ARNOLD FRICK, one of

the Standing Examiners of |the Circuit Courts of Baltimore City, under and by

virtue of an order of the above named Circuit Court, passed in said cause on the

20th day of August 19-2_5_, met on

the_ 29 t h J day of_ October _in the year nineteen

hundred and twenty f ive at my office, in the City of Baltimore, in the
•t

State of Maryland, and assigned the 30th day of October

in the same year at- 3.45 _o'clock in the a f t e r - nnnn-anH the

office of the Examiner, _in the City and State

aforesaid, as the time and place for such examination of witnesses in said cause;

at which last mentioned time and place I attended, due notice of such meeting

having been given, and proceeded in the presence of the Solicitors, of the

respec t ive f>artlee ___to take the following depositions,-that

is to say:



Testimony taken at the office of George

Arnold Frick , on Friday October 30, 1925 at

3.45 P. M.

Present: 'JV Stewart Davis - Counsel for Plaintiff.

Roy S. Bond — Counsel for Defendant.

Thereupon:

JOSEPHINE L. FAIRFAX, the Plaintiff,

produced as a witness pn lier> own behalf, being first

duly sworn, deposeth and saith as follows - tlat is

to say -

BY TEE EXAMINER: -

1_ q- State your name, residence, and occupation?

A- Josephine L. Fairfax, 426 Hutchins Avenue.

General housewori.

2 Q- Do you know the parties to this suit?

A- Yes, I am the Plaintiff, and the Defendant

is my husband.

3 Q,- How long have you known your husband?

A- About four and a half years.

BY MR. DAVIS: -

4 Q- You were niarried the 31st day of May, .your

b i l l says, 1921.

- 1 -



Josephine L. Fairfax.

A- Yesr.-sir. .

5 Q- YThere were you married, Baltimore City?

A- Yes sir*

6 Q,- And "by whom?

A- Reverend Dean.

7 Q- And you lived together until how long?

A- We lived together until three weeks after the

marriage•

8 Q- What was your• conduct towards yourhusband?How

did you treat him?

A- I treated him nice.

9 Q- Were you a good, kind,faithful, and affectionate

towards your husband?

A- Yes.

10 Q- Did you give him any reason to "be cruel to you?

A- No s i r .

11 Q- Were there any children "born to you as the

result of this marriage?

A- ITo s i r .

12 Q- Have you been a resident of the City of Bal-

timore, State of Maryland for more than two years prior

to the filing of this Bill?

A - Yes sir.

13 Q,- How long have you been?

A- Been a l l my l i f e .

14 Q,- You s t a t e t h a t you and your husband l i v e d

-2 -



Josephine L. Fairfax.

together for three weeks. Which one left the other?

A- I left him.

15 Q- Why?

A- -He was cruel to me and unnatural.

16 Q,- Do you mean that when you say he was cruel,

did he ever threatan you?

A- He threatened my life.

17 q- Why did heVhreaten your life?

A- He didn't want me to go to see my people,

and he threatened my life if I opened the door or

to leave any visitors in.

18 Q- Why did he want you not to open the door of

the apartment?

A- Because he had all kinds of effiminate men

coming there.

19 Q- Did he "buy you any food in the three weeks

that you st aye (With him?
\

A- Ho, he didn't "buy any food.

20 Q- How did you get food?

A- He "brought stale food from the station and

made me eat that.

21 Q- You mean he was a cook at the B. & 0. station?

A- He was a cook at the B. & 0. Station.

22 Q- You mean that that food that he would bring

home once a day would have to last yon all day?

A- Yes sir.
-3-



Josephine L. Fairfax.

23 Q- Vtfien you got fresh food, who Bought i t ?

A- I went and "bought i t myself.

24 Q- $here did you get the money?

A- Money.: that I had saved up and worked fo r .

25 Q- Did he ever give you any money a t a l l during

your married l i f e?

A- He never gave me a cent.

26 Q- Did he want you to go out of the house in

the day time?

A- He d idn ' t want me to go out of the house

at any time•

27 Q- Did he ever board up any par t of the home in

order to keep you from seeing out?

A- Yes, he "boarded the ha l l up so that l coulun' t

even see out,

28 Q- You tes t i f i ed that he was unnatural?

A- Yes, he was unnatural .

29 Q- Do you mean "by that tha t he attempted to

commit perverted pract ices on you?

A- Yee.

30 Q,- Has he ever asked you to come "back to him since

you left him?

A- Ho, he has never asked me.

31 Q- When you went home, did you tell your sister

and mothenabout his treatment?

A- Yes sir, I told them-about it.

-4-



Josephine L. Fairfax.

32 Q- Has ihis desertion continued uninterruptedly

for more than three years before the filing of this

Bill of Complaint?

A- Yes.

33 Q- Is there any hope or expectation of a re-

conciliation?

A- No - no sir, "because he threatened my life

and I am afraid of him.

34 Q,- Was his actions towards youpis deliberate

and final act?

A- Yes sir.

35 Q- You didn ' t 3m ow that he was perverted unt i l

after you were married, did you?

A- No s i r , I did not.

Cross Examination Waived.

-5-



QUESTION BY THE EXAMINER:—

Do you know or can you stats any other matter or thing

that may "be of "benefit or advantage to the parties to this

suit or either of them or that may "be material to the sub-

ject of this your examination or the matters in question'

"between the parties? If so; state the same fully and at <
i

large in your-^answer.

- 6 -



ANUIE WAFFORD, a witness produced on the "be-

half of the Plaintiff, being first duly sworn, de-

poseth and saith as follows - that is to say -

BY THE EXAMINER: -

1 Q,- State your name, residence, and occupation?

A- Annie Wafford, 426 Hutchins Avenue, Govans,

nurse.

2 Q,- Do you know the parties to this suit?

A- Yes, the Plaintiff.is my sister, and the

Defendant is my brothes-in-law.

BY MR. DAVIS: -

3 Q- Now, were they married the 31st day of May

1921 in Baltimore City?

A- They were.

4 Q- By whom?

A- Reverend Dean.

5 Q- Ana. did they live together as man and wife,

and were they so regarded by all their friends, re-

latives, and acquaintances, and did they hold them-

selves out to the world as a married couple?

A- Yes sir.

6 Q,- How long did they live together?

A- About three weeks. Only three weeks-

7 Q- Did Mrs. Fairfax give her husband any cause

-7-



Annie Wafford.

or reason to "be cruel to her?

A- I don't think so, -- from my knowledge.

8 Q,- You had seen lir. Fairfax?'

A- Yes, I had seen him.

9 Q,- To look at him, what sort of a man does

he appear to "be?

A- Ke looks to "be a sissy man.

10 Q,- When your s is ter left him after living with

him for three weeks what did she t e l l you of his

treatment?

A- She said thatihe didn't want her to go out,
\

he didn't want her to open the door.

11 Q,- Why didn't he want her to open the door?

A- A lot of perverted men came to the door

and he didn't want her to .see them.

12 Q- What about., "being cruel to her? Threatened her?

A- He threatened her l i f e .

13 Q,- Why?

A- If she went to the door to let' these men in

or see these men.

14 Q,- What if anything was said about the door

being boarded up?

A- It was all boarded up and he had a padlock

on the door.

15 Q- What did he get her to eat?

A- He used to get his meals from the B. &.p.

-8-



Annie Wafford.

stale ea.tings. He-used to bring i t to her once a

day.

16 Q- Did he give her anything else to eat?

A- He didn't give her anything else. JTot a thing.'

17 Q- Did he give her any money?

A- Eo, he didn't give her any money.

18 Q- Did he want her to go and vis i t her relatives -

that lived in the city?

A- He didn't want her to vis i t any one.

19 Q- Do you know, has he ever asked her to return and

live with him?

A - No, he has never aJsked her to return to him

at a l l .

20 Q- Did she t e l l you th is immediately after she

left him?
r

A- She did, yes sir, she did. She came straight '

home and told all her troubles.

21 Q,- Do you think that there is any hope or ex-

pectation of a reconciliation? Any chance of them
t

making up?

A- Uever -- never.

22 Q- Has this abandonment continued uninterruptedly

for more than three years prior to the date of the

filing of this Bill of Complaint?

A- Yes sir.

23 Q,- From your observation what was her conduct

-9-



Annie Wafford.

towards her husband?

A- She was kind, true and affectionate,

24 Q- Did she give him any reason to treat her

in the manner in whichshe has testified he treated

her?

A- No sir, I am sure not.

25 Q- Are there any children "born as the result

of this marriage?

A- No sir.

26 Q- Has your sister and also David Fairfax been

residents of the City of Baltimore for more than

three years prior to the filing of this Bill?

A- Yes, my sister has lived here all herlife.

27 Q- And he?

A- And he has been here ever since I have known

him. *r'

28 Q- His treatment of her was his own deliberate

anf finkl act, was it?

A- Y s sir.
p

29 Q,- She gave him no excuse for it?

A- I am sure she didn't.

Cross Examination Waived.

-10-



; QUESTION BY THE EXAMINER:--
li
i

; Do you know or can you state any other matter or thing

!. that may be of "benefit or advantage to the patties to this

', suit or either of them or that may "be material to the sub-

1; ' .
• ject of this your examination .or the matters in question

"between the~^arties? If so, state the same fully and at

large in your jajiswer.

Answer:,

- 1 1 -



No other witnesses being named or produced before me, I then at the

request of the Solicitor_S of the r e a p e c t i v e par-Haw .

closed the depositions taken in said cause, and now return them closed under my

hand and seal on this 16th day of

I'Qvea'ber // j n the ye^r of our Lord jjineteen hundred

pnd twenty f ive at th

Examiner.

There are Ofi.

Plaintiff's_ .

.Exhibits with these depositions, to wit:

Exhibit

Defendant's, .Exhibit

Examiner.

I, GEORGE ARNOLD FRICK, the Examiner before whom the foregoing

depositions were taken, do hereby certify that I was employed in assigning a day,

and taking the said depositions upon / f f i 0 Hays, on "both

of which I was employed by the plaintiff

by the defendant

Examiner.



Cir. Ct. No. 2.

JOSEPHINE L. FAIRFAX

DAVID FAIRFAX

SUBMISSION FOR DECREE.



In the Circuit Court No0 2

Of Baltimore City,

Judge of the Said Court:

The above cause is respectfully submitted for

decree and the 43rd General Equity Rule is hereby waived.

JOSEPHINE L. PAIRPA

VS.
DAVID FAIRFAX



JOSEPHINE L. FAIRFAX

DAVID FAIRFAX

Order of Reference
and Report



JOSEPHINE L. FAIRFAX

DAVID FAIRFAX

Report of Auditor and Master
...Bill...for...divorce..a...vi

Mr...husband:..cm.;ta^



.JQaBEiLIlL£.Iu..EAIREAX.

M m FAIRFAX

DECREE OF DIVORCE

The within is a proper decree
to be passed in this case.



JOSEPHINE L,.FAIRFAX

DAVID FAIRFAX

DIVORCED A VINCULO MATRIMONII,

I, JOHN PLEASANTS,


