
Ill THE CIRCUIT COURT

CATHBRIUE DOHNS

VS.

HOHLlAP J0Y/H3

BILL FOI: DIVORCE



J

CATHERINE DOWNS : IN THE CIRCUIT COURT

VS. : OF

NORMAN DOWNS : BALTIMORE CITY.

TO THE HONORABLE,THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

Your Oretrix complaining respectfully says:

(I) That she was married to her husband, Norman Downs,

on or about the I5th day of June,I9I6.

(2). That ever since said marriage your Oratrix has behaved

herself as a faithful, chaste and affectionate wife toward the

said Norman Downs*

(Si. That said Norman Downs has on divers days and times

since said marriage, committed the crime of adultery with divers

lewed and abandoned women in Baltimore City, whose names will

be disclosed on the day of trial.

(4). That there is one child, Edward,age four years, born

as result of said marriage,

(5), That your Oratrix has not lived or co-habited with

the said Norman Downs since she discovered his adulteries*

(6). That both your Oratrix and the defendant are citizens

of the State of Maryland, having resided in Baltimore City for

more than two years prior to the filing of this Bill.

(7). Your respondent further states that she is destitute

and without funds to defray the expenses of this litigation;

further that she is without the means of support for herself

and child. She is advised by Counsel that she is permitted to
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J

petition this Honorable Court that the defendant shall "be com-

pelled to contribite a reasonable amount as alimony pendente

lite towards the support of your Oratrix and her said child, and

that she will also be awarded an amount in order to compensate

her solicitor*

m Your defendant is employed as a chauffeur and receives

twenty-five dollars per week.

TO" THE jEETD THEREFORE.:

a* That your Oratrix may be divorced a Vinculo Matrimonii

from the said Horman Downs.

h. . That she may have such other and further relief as her

case may require.

c. That this Honorable Court will decree that the _defenden

pay a reasonable sum as alimony pendente }.ite and an additional

sum of counsel fee#

d. Permanent alimony.

e. Right to resume her maiden name (Handy).

May it please your Honor to grant unto your Oratrix

the Writ of Subpoena directed against the said Norman Downs,

commending him and requiring him to be and appear in this Court

on some day certain to be nsmed therein to answer the premises

and abide by and perform such decree or order as may be passed

therein.

AHD as in duty bound, etc.

//SOLICITOR FOR COMPLAINANT.
1/



SUBPOENA TO ANSWER BILL OF COMPLAINT



Form 18—5M.

EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland

\

-— r -. -\ \ "f-

of Baltimore City, Greeting:
WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, That all excuses set aside, you do within the

time limited by law beginning on the second Monday of February ne*t

cause an appearance to be entered for you and your answer to be filed to the complaint of

against you exhibited in the Circuit Court of Baltimore City,

HEREOF failnot, as you will answer the contrary at your peril:

WITNESS, the Honorable JAMES P. GORTER-ChTef Judge of the Supreme Bench of

Baltimore City, the 8 th day of January 1923

Issued the [/' day of |jjebruary , in the year 192 3

Chas R. Whiteford Clerk.

MEMORANDUM: You are required to file your answer or other defense in the Clerk's
Office, room 206, in the Court House, Baltimore City, within fifteen
days after return day.

(General Equity Rules 11.)



SUBPOENA TO ANSWER BILL OF COMPLAINT



Furm 18—5M.

EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryl«d

of Baltimore City, Greeting:
WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, That all excuses set aside, you do within the

time limited by law beginning on the second Monday of PoblUary • n e x t

cause an appearance to be entered for you and your answer to be filed to the complaint of

against you exhibited in the Circuit Court of Baltimore City,

HEREOF fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril:

WITNESS, the Honorable JAMES P. GORTER, Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench of

Baltimore City, the Sfcjj day of JgRQBfJ 1 9 2 3

day of ftebru&ry , i n the year 1923Issued the

CHAS fi» IgftEFQBD Clerk.

MEMORANDUM: You are required to file your answer or other defense in the Clerk's
Office, room 206, in the Court House, Baltimore City, within fifteen
days after return day.

(General Equity Rules 11.)



CIRCUIT COURT

ORDER OF APPEARANCE



Form 20

IN THE

Circuit Court
OF

BALTIMORE CITY

Mr. WHITEFORD, Clerk.

Enter my appearance tor Defendant

rJ



I E THE CIRCUIT COUKD OP

CATHERINE DOWNS

VS.

NOBMAN DOWNS

DEFENDANT'S ANSWER



«

CATHERINE DOWNS : IN THE CIRQgO-*<

VS. : OF

NORMAH DOTCNS : BALTIMORE CITY.

j! TO THE HONORABLE,THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:
|i

li The answer of your respondent to the b i l l of complaint

in the above entitled cause, respectfully says:

(I)
,; That he admits the first paragraph, of the complainant's

!j "bill of complaint,

\ U)
; That he admits the second paragraph of the complainant's

b i l l of complaint.

li
That he neither admits or denies the third paragraph of

I!

i1 the complainant's bill of complaint,

| (4)

|! That he admits the fourth paragraph of the complainant's

jj b i l l of complaint.

(5)

That he admits the fifth paragraph of the complainant's

' b i l l of complaint.
; ( 6 )

That he admits the sixth paragraph of the complainant's

bill of complaint.

'.THEREFORE your respondent prays that the bill of complaint

be dismissed with costs to the plaintiff.



CIRCUIT COURT

Petition for leave to take

Testimony and Order

of Court thereon.



Form 25-2M-11-21

vs.

IN THE

Circuit Court
OF

BALTIMORE CITY

To the Honorable the Judge of the
Circuit Court of Bali

THE PETITION OF

ore City:

in this case, respectfully shows that o/J^tiesire r& to take testimony in this case, and

respectfully pray /) that leave be granted Jvt^to do so before one of the Standing

Examiners of this Court. ,

ORDERED, this. Z .^1 day of.

leave be granted to the parties to the cause, to take tesftim^ay, as prayed, (before any one

of the Standing Examiners of this Court.



In the Circuit Court,
OF BALTIMORE CITY

DEPOSITIONS



vs.

A

#*•

3ln % Olfrmtt

OF BALTIMORE CITY.

I
and notice having been given me by the Solicitor for the

of a desire to take testimony in the same, I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINGTON, one

of the Standing Examiners of the Circuit Courts of Baltimore City, under and by

virtue of an orcjer of thje above named Circuit Court, passed in said cause on the

day oi.^X&oc-^.&Ziq. 19^.£-., met on

.day oY.S/.../.J4?<&l&&L. in the year nineteen

hundred and^^X^^.rr<?^l^-. .at my office, in the City of Baltimore, in the State

of Maryland, and assigned t h e . ^ S ^ ^ < ^ . - ^ k ^ ^ C day oi.L^./lt^^^L^.

in the same year at ^&f&i£A .^'clock in the....j£ty££Z<Z.......noon and the

office of.... ,.^..,.y. in the City and State

aforesaid/as the time and place for such examination of witnesses in said cause;

at which last mentioned time and place I attended, due notice of such meeting

having been givem and proceeded in the presence of the Solicitor of the

.to take the following depositions, that

is to say:J / >l



f. >

Downs,

Downs.

Testimony taken at the offi
gceqof Mr. Davis,

Baltimore, Maryland, ,j 1923, at three

O'clock P. M . -

Catherine Downs, the Plaintiff in this case, pro-

duced on her own behalf, having "been first duly sworn,

deposeth and saith as follows, that is tc say:

By the Examiner:

1 Q. State your name residence and occupation?

A. Catherine Downs', 1710 Division Street; laundry

work.

2 Q,. Do you know the parties to this suit?.

A. I am the Plaintiff and my'husband is the Defendant.

By Mr. Davis: ,

1 Q. When were you married?

A. I do not exactly remember the date, Tout we have

teen married at least nine years*

2 Q. Were you married "by a. Minister of the Gospel.

A. Yes.

3 Q. in Baltimore City?

A. Yes.



Catherine Downs.

4 Q. By a Religious Ceremony?

A. Yes.

5 Q. Have you "been a resident of Baltimore City,

Stata of Maryland, for at least two years prior t0

the filing rf this suit?

A. Yes.

6 Q. You have alleged in the Bill of Complaint that

you were married about 3iune 1916; is that about right.

A. Yes.

7 Q. Whit was your conduct towards your husband while

living together; how did' you treat him?

A. I treated him good.1

8 Q,. State whether or not you were always a kind,

affectionate and faithful wife?

A. Yes.

9 Q. Are the parties to this suit living together now?

A. Kb sir.

10 q. Which left the other; did you leave him or

did he leave youa

A. He left me.

11 Q,. When?

A. He left me April loth., 1920.

12 Q,. You charge yr.ur husband with adultery; do you

know anything personally about that?

A. Yes.



Catherine Downs.

13 Q. T i n us what ycu know?

A. Well, I met him.and her on the street together

several times, and when I saw him on the street one

night he came,- he ran up into an alley, and this Marie

Woods runs down the street, and I headed her off and I

asked her where she was going and she said that she

was going to meet Norman; that is all she said .to me.

14 q. Now did ycu have an opportunity to see your

husband and charge him with aultery personally

with this woman?

A. Y e s .
«

15 Q. Did he admit or deny i t?

A. He admitted i t .

16 Q,. Was that 'after the separation between you and

your h:tf>sband? ,
A. yes. ' '

l7bQ. Have you lived or cohabited with him since you

discovered his adulteries?

A. No s i r .

18 Q,. Have you liv<§d or cohabited with him since

April 10th., 1920?

A. No s i r .

19 Q,. Have you forgiven or condoned his offense in

any way?

A.' No.



C. Downs.

20 Q,. There is one child as the result rf this

marriage; is there no tV '

A. Yes.

21 Q,. what is the name and the age r.f the childV

A. Five years old,- named Edward.

22 Q, Do yru want the custrdy of the child?

A. Yes.

23' Q,. Are yru able and willing to support, educate

and rear this childV

A. Yes.



Do yon know or can you ata te any o ther matter

or tMne: ^3.* way T>e to the benef i t or adTant ?e of the

p a r t i e s to tliie .-̂ nj fc, or e i t h e r ef then* or tha t BU*̂  h«

amte)it»l 'c }(; SNtyfeet of t h i s , your mxtsminz fcion, or tha

wattera in r eaiion "between the pcxtice? I f BO, » t r t «

fully fa\&, ,\t. lur^o in youi*

J



Carrie Ringgoid, a witness cf lawful age, produced

en behalf rf the Plaintiff, having been first duly

sworn, depos.eth and saith as follows, that is to say:

By the Examiner:

1 Q. State your name residence and occupation?

A. Carrie Ringgoid', i338 Division Street; house

work.

2 Q. Do you knew the parties to this suit?

A. Yes.

By Mr.; Davis.

1 Q. Are they husband and wifeV

A. Yes.

2 Q. Did,they live together as husband and wife and

were they always known and recognized in the community

in which they lived as husband and wife?

A. Yes.

3 Q. Has the Plaintiff been a resident cf Baltimore

City, State of Maryland, fr.r at least two years prior

to the filing of this suit?

A. Yes.

4 Q,. Are there any children as the result of this

marriage?

A. One.

5 Q. ¥ame and age?



Carrie Ringgoid.

A. Ehe "baby is about five years old.

6 Q,. What is the name- of the child''

A. Edward, I think.

7 Q,. Do you think that she is the proper party to

have the care and custody of the child?

A. Yes.

8 Q. And do you think that she is able and willing to

support, educate and rear this child?

A. Yes.

9 Q,. What was her conduct towards her hus"band while

living together.

A. She always seemed to be a very good mother . •

and a good wife.

10 Q,. State whether or not she was always a kind,

affectionate and' faithful wife?

A. Yes.

11 Q,. Are the parties to this suit'living together now?

A. ¥o sir; they are not.

12 Q,. Which left the other; did he leave her or did

she leave him?

A. Ke left her.

13 Q. When?

A. About April 19 20,- about two years ago.

14 Q. She has charged her husband with adultery; do

you know anything personally about that,



Carrie Ringgoid.

AV I know that I was with my husband one night, and

I met him in a Chinese Restaurant on Pennsylvania

Avenue with this woman, and he came over and he

whispered in my ear for me please not to say anything

to his wife about Toeing withnthis woman, and then I

heard they were living a£ 1025 Argyle Avenue, and I

went there and I rang the "bell, and I asked whether or

not Mr. and Mrs. Downs lived there, and. I went up

stairs, and when I got there they asked me who

was at the door, and the two of them were in there,

and I peeked in.

15 Q. And who was in' there?

A. This girl Marie and Mr. Downs.

16 Q,. You saw them in the room together?

A. Yes.

17 Q. How did you see them?

A. I. expected to see Mr. Downs and his wife •

(Plaintiff), W t when I got to the door, the door was.

opened, and I opened the door a few inches, and I •

saw Mr. Downs and this girl Marie in there together,

and then I thought that there was something wrong and

I left.

1 8 Q,. Let me understand you: Ycu say that you heard

that Mr. and Mrs. Downs lives at 1025 Argyle Avenue; when

you got this information, you thought that Mr.' and Mrs.
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Carrie Jtinggoid.

Downs, the Plaintiff and Defendant, were living there;

is that what you mean«

A. Yes.

19 Q,. And you went up there to pay them a visit,,

and what did you find?

A. I found this girl Marie and Mr. Downs in

t&ere together; I had seen this girl once "before

and that is the reason that I knew that it was the

same girl.

20 Q,. ISTPW, after seeing this, did you or not hunt

up the real Mrs. Downs?

A. Yes; I saw her and I told her about i t .

21 Q. What did she say? ,

A. She said no; that she was not l iv ing there ;

that she and her husband had Toe en separated, and tha t he

had gone to l i ve with th i s woman, "but I did not know

anything about i t .

22 q. Now, at the time you saw Downs and t h i s woman

in the room together; how was Downs and the woman clothes?

A. Well, she looked to me to "be dressing; she

had her back to the "bureau.

23 Q. Did she have on any c lo thes .

A. I can not j u s t remember wan ether she had on

a l l of her clothes or not .



Carrie Ringgold*

24 Q,. Are you able to state whether or not she had a

house dress or street clothes on.

A. No s i r ; she did not have s t reet clothes on.

25 Q,. How a"bout a house dress?
• (1/

A. I do no t know whether she had a house dess on
. . . . . H

or not; it looked like something, "but she was dressing
as a matter of fact.

25 Q. How a"bout him?

A. He has his clothes om I think now; it has

"been so long ago, that I can not remember exactly.

26 Q. What sort of a room was this room that you

saw them in?

A. It was a bed room.

27 Q,. Did you see the "bed in there?

A. Yes; there was a "bed in there.

28 Q,. When was this that you saw them in this "bed .

room together.
. . . . . . i •

A. I think that it has "been a l i t t le over a

29 Q. was i t a f te r the separation "between the p a r t i e s

to th is suit?

A. Yes.

30 Q. Ha«s Mrs. Downs lived or cohabited with her

husband since she discovered th is adultery?

A. No s i r ; not to my knowledge.



10

Carrie Ringgoid.

31 Q,. Has she lived or cohabited with her husband

since her separation from her hus/band a"bout two years

ago ?

A. No s i r .

32 Q,. Has she forgiven or condoned his offense in

any way?

A. No sir.



GENERAL QUESTION

TV you Vnow o r c"*n you atai;t» anv oi.ts.er mas t e r

o r fning t h a t nay "be to l&e b t m e f i t o r aAvtunt-;.ge of (.he

pis-rtiec. to t h i s s u i t , o r e i thax of theBi, o r t h a t muy "be

Eto.1 erits.1 lo Vhe a u t j e c t of t i u e , >our exriaunaCion, o r the

m a t t e r s i n ques t ion tie tween the p&rfcieB? I f BO, e'.akt

lite aoifle f u l l y wid a t l a r g e in your %

A,

l l y wid



No other witnesses being named or p/fpduced before me, I then, at the request

of the Solicitor of the *

closed the depositions taken in said I/cause and*z£6w reti^n them closed undervjny

hand and seal, on this ^/jf&T^.. day oi.&f&kt.G&s.

in the year of Our Lord nineteen hundred an&.->rdks&CuJb-~.d3Lb(^L*- at the

City of Baltimore, in the State of Marylam
' / ^ is~-zr -^—

(SEAL).
Examiner.

There

Plaintiff's

Exhibits with these depositions, to wit:

Exhibit

Defendant's Exhibit

I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINGTON, the Examiner before whom the fore-

going depositions were taken, do hereby certify that I was employed in assigning

a day, and taking the.said depositions upon i/ff^P. days, on.

of which I was employed by the Plaintiff , and on.

by the Defendant



SUBMISSION FOR DECREE.



VS.

In the Circuit Court

of Baltimore City

.TERM 19_

To the Honorable

Judge of Said Court:

The above cause is respectfully submitted for
decree and the 43rd General Equity Rule is hereby waived.

C7 Solicitor for Plaintiff,

Solidtor for Defendant.



Order of Reference
and Report



vs.

IN THE

Circuit Court
OF

BALTIMORE CITY

..Term, 19' ' '
This case being submitted, without argument, it is ordered by the Court, this...

day of.... uM^hl. ,... , 19 2-^, that the same be and it is hereby referred to

(^^^^^^^^....J^.. l\$d^A4t~L&^^ Esq., Auditor and Master, to report the

pleadings and the facts, and his opinion thereon.

XjQ

Report of Auditor and Master

...httSMn4....f.Q.r.....d.LYQ.rfi^^

...grouad....o£...ad.ul.te.ry>....5S.Lth..ciiS-t-Q.dy..Qi:...mLno.r. c h i l d , .Q.Q.d.9...A.r.t.i5.1.e....l6,......5e.ct.lonL...36. _

...nefandattt...app.ear.a....a.ud....an.S5«ars....l)y.....s.Qli.c.l..t.o.r.j att.t.b.o.rl.ty.....in..wri.t.Lrig. Proof..shows

...jna.r.rl.ags.» r..e.s.L4.e.nc.e......and...ad.ul̂  T.^."^..^'^.?^.-^^^^^...?.^^®.

..P_X.§.knH££«. Case submitted and ready for decree.

A«41.t;ftr....ao4...JMaa.fce..r...



GATHSRIIffiJ)D.MS.

vs.

.sojoiJE-.sQ.iaia.

DECREE OF DIVORCE

Recorded

The within is a proper decree to be

passed In this case.



DECREE OF DIVORCE.

CATHERINE BOV.NS,

vs.

IN T H E

(Etrcutt (Emirt

OF

BALTIMORE CITY

:...Term, /p....£4

This cause, standing ready for hearing and being duly submitted, the proceedings were by the Court read

and considered. /

It is thereupon, this _ \H^....J... "TT̂ . day o{...^^.z^^z^^z!^7....Z^^rr^!^r".. Anno

Domini, one thousand nine hundred and tw.enty-fo.lir by the CIRCUIT COURT OF

BALTIMORE CITY, Adjudged, Ordered and Decreed, that the said

die above named complainant be, and die is hereby DIVORCED, A VINCULO MATRIMONII, from the

defendant, NORM&.N DOWNS.

...5&e...G.a:^

And the Plaintlf£.....I*, hereby permitted to raaiima...hex...maidea name» Catherine Handy*

A r ^ \ L

And it is further Ordered, that the said ......?l.a|at.jLff.

pay the cost of this proceeding.

I, CHARLES R. WHITEFORD, Clerk of the Circuit

Court of Baltimore City, dn hereby certify

that the above is a true copy of the decree

taken from the record of proceedings in

said cause.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, 1 hereunto set my

hand and affix the seal of the said Court,

this _ day of 19

Clerk Circuit Court of Baltimore City.


