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CATHERINE DOWNS IN THE CIRCUIT COURT

vs. - : ’ OF

NORMAN DOWNS . | 'BALTIMORE CITY.

T0 THE HONORABLE,THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

Your Oretrix complaining respectfully says:
(1) " Thet she wes married to her husbend, Norman Downs,
on or about the I5th day of June,bI9lé6.
(2). That ever since said mafriage your Oretrix has behaved
herself as a feithful, cheste and effectionate wife towerd the
said Normen Downs.,.
(2), That seid Normen Downs has on divers deys and times
since seid marriege, committed the cerime of adulter& with divers
lewed and abandoned women in Baltimore City, whose names will
be disclosed on the day of trisl.
(4). That there is one child, Edward,sge four yesrs, born
as result of said marriage.
(5). That your Orstrix haé not lived or co-habited with
the said Normen Downs since she discovered his adulteries.
(6). Thet both your Oretrix end the'defendant ere citizens
of the State of Maryland, having resided in Baltimore City for
more than two years prior-to the filing of this Bill,

(7). Your respondent further states that she is destitute
end without funds to defray the expenses of this litigetion;
further that she is without the means of support for herself

and child. She is advised by Counsel thet she is permitted to




J

: cdmmanding him and requiring him to be and sppear in this Court

petition this Honoxable Cpurt that the defendant shall be com-
pelled to contribite a reasoénable ambunt as elimony pendente

lite towardsAthe support‘of‘ydur Orstrix and her said child; and
that she will also be awarded an smount in order to compensate

her solicitor,

n Your defendant is employed as & chauffeur ahd receives

twehty-flve dollers per week.

TQ" THE,END THEREFORE:

8. Thet your Oratrix may be divorced & Vinculo Matrimonii
from the said Normem Downs. |

h. - That she may have such other and further relief as her
case may require,

Co _ Thet this Honorable Court will decree thaf the defendens
pey & reasonable sum es alimony pendente }ite and an additional
sun of counsel fee.

de . Permanent alimony.

e Right to resume her masiden neme (Hendy).

Mey it please your Honor to grent unto your Oratrix

the Writ of Subpoena directed against the said Norman Downs,

on sorne day certein to be nsmed therein to snswer the premises
and sbide by and perform such decree or order &8s may be passed
therein.

AND ss in duty bound, etc.
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Form 18-5M.

EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland -

@o

ik Gorra

of Baltimore City, Greeting:

WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, That all excuses set aside, you do within the
time limited by law beginning on the second Monday of Febrvary - next

cause an appearance to be entered for you and your answer to be filed to the complaint of

W

against you exhibited in the Circuit Court of Baltimore City,

Cape '

HEREOF fail not, as -you will answer the contrary at your peril:

WITNESS, the Honorable JAMES P. GORTER -Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench of

Baltimore City, the, 8th day of January 1923
Issued the = y day of EGbruary" . in the year 192 3
Chas R, Whiteford - Clerk.

MEMORANDUM You are requ1red to file your answer or other defense in the Clerk’s

Office, room 206, in the Court House, Baltimore City, within fifteen
days after return day. -

(General Equity Rules 11.)
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Form 18—0M.

EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Mary]'d

@n

N psmaa i s

' BIRRUED TOWWLETIN. -

of Baltimore City, Greeting:
WE COMMAND AND EN]JOIN YOU, That all excuses set aside, you do within the

time limited by law beginning on the second Monday of Februm'y next

cause an appearance to be entered for you and your answer to be filed to the complaint of

Ctlgine A rra—

against you exhibited in the Circuit Court of Baltimore City,

HEREOF fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril:

WITNESS, the Honorable JAMES P. GORTER, Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench of

Baltimore City, the 8th day of January 192 5
Issued the E ; dayof Pebruary ,in the year 1923
S R, GHITEFORD g

MEMORANDUM: You are required to file your answer or other defense in the Clerk’s
Office, room 206, in the Court House, Baltimore City, within fifteen
days after return day.

(General Equity Rules 11.)
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Form 20

IN THE

Circuit Court
OF

/\\ i
%ﬂ Azl A et /\) UH////CC/(/ BALTIMORE CITY

vs.

e %ﬁm, MHLS

Mr. WHITEFORD, Clerk.

Enter my appearance for Defendant




IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
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" CATHERINE DOWNS
VS,

NORMAIT DOWNS

DEFENDANT 'S ANSWER

N




S T

CATHERINE DOWNS : IN THE CIRCALT4CEURT
vs. : oF

NORMAN DOWNS : BALTIMORE CITY.

TO THE HONORABLE,THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:
The enswer of your respondent to the bill of complaint
in the above entitled cause, respectfully sgys:
(I)
That he admits the first paragraphn of the complainant's
bill 6f complaint.
(2)
That he edmits the second paragraph of the complainant's
bill of complaint.
(2)
That he nedther admits or denies the third paragraph of
the complainant's bill of complaint.
(4)
That he admits the fourth paragraph of the complainant's
bill of complaint,
(5)
That he admits the fifth paregraph of the complainant's
bill of complaint.
(6)
Thet he admits the sixth paragreph of the complainant's
bill of complaint,
WHEREFORE your respondent prays that the bill of complaint

be dismissed with costs to the plaintiff.
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Form 25-2M-11-21
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IN THE

vs. - Circuit Court
' " OF

BALTIMORE CITY

To the Honorable the Judge of the
Circuit Court of Balfimore Clty

‘THEf PETITION OF Qﬂ/IAA/ o .

in thlS case, rcspcctfully shows that )/%@iesnrc A to take testimony in this c case, and
rcspectfully pray ~)  that leave be granted ﬁg\/to do so before one of the Standmg

;

Examiners of this Court.

ORDERED this.
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-------------------------------------------------------------- In the Cirenit Gourt ./

OF BALTIMORE CITY.

of a desire to take testimony in the same, I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINGTON, one
of the Standing Examiners of the Circuit Courts of Baltimore City, under and by

above named Circuit Court, passed in said cause on the

.................. ety ... day O&Mv e 1924, met on
the.. ALAMALASAY.7 . frflith .. day oV M [Aeddetnh ... . ... i i

hundred and LALLM L =dD A ..

virtue of an order of t

b

office of.. ¥.,.. . &~

aforesaid/ as the time and place for such examination of witnesses in said cause;

at which last mentioned time and place I attended, due notice of such meeting




Dovwns,

V.

Downs.
Testimeny taken at the officeqof Mr; Davis,
Baltimnre, Méryland, ﬁﬂmvghlibédhjl923, at three

O'clockh P, WM,

Catherine Downs, the Plaintiff in this case, pro=
duced on her own behalf, having been'firstAduly sworn, ’
deposeth and saith as follows, that is té say:

| | By the Examineri
1Q. State"your_name residence .and occupation?

A. Catherine Downsi,.17ld Division Street; laundry
work. ‘ - B Ai |
2 Q. " Do you know the parties to this suit?
" A. I am the Plaintiff and my husband is the Defendant.

Ry Mr, Davis: o i . | |

1Q. When were you married?

A, I do not exactiy remember the date, but we have
been married at least nine years- | R
Z‘Q... Wére you married by”a Minister of thé GOSpel.

A Yes;

3 Q. In Pajtimnre City?
A. Yes. o




4

Catherine Downs.

4 Q. By a Religious Ceremony?

A, Yes, A o |
5 Q. Have you been a resident of Baltimore City,
State of‘Marylénd, for'éf least twe years prior te
the filing of this suit? R
| A,I ‘Yes. |
6 Q. You have alleged in the Bill of Complaint that
you were married about mﬁne 1916; is that about right,

A. Yes. - |
7 Q. What was your cenduct towards yqur~husband while
1iving together; how did you t;eat him?

A. I treated him gcod.
8 Q. State whether or not you were always a kind,
affectionate and faithful wife? :

A. Yeé.' |
9 Q. Aré the parties to this suit living together now?
Y No sir. T
10 Q. Which left the other; did you leave him or
did he leave yowa |

A. He left me.

11 Q. When?

A, He left me April 1loth., 1920.
12 Q. Ydu charge ynﬁf husband wifh adultery; do you
know aﬁything personally about that?

A, Yes. . -

4




4 Catherine Downs;
13 Q. Tgll us vwhat you know?

A. Wéll, I met himnand her on the sfreet together
several timés, and.whéh I saw him on ﬁhe.street one
night he came,- he ran up into an alley, and this larie
‘Woods runs.down:the street; éndiI headed her off and I
asked her where shs was going and she said that she
was going to meet Nofman; fhat is_éll she saidito me.
14 Q. Now did ycu have ankopportunity to see your
huéband and charge him with dultery persoﬁally 
with this woman? ‘ - o

A, ‘Yes..

15 Q. Did he admit or deny it%
A He admitted it.
16 Q. Was.thatféfter the separation between you and
your hiwgband? | |

A; 'ﬁes.
17b§. Have you lived or cohabited with him since you
discpvergd his-éduiteriéé? o _

A, : Nn sir,

18 Q. Have you 1ivéd or cohabited with him since
April 10th., 19207 | -

A. Ne sir.

19 Q; Have you forgiven er condened his otfense in
aﬁy way? | . - |

A. No.




 ¢. Downs,
20 Q. There is ene child as the result of this
marriage; ig there net? .
A. Yes.

21 Q. What is the name and the age of the child*®
A FPive years old,- named Edward.
22 § Do yeu want the custedy of the child?
‘A,  Yes, '
23 Qs Are yeu able and willing te support, educate
and rear this child?

A, Yes.




GENERAL QUESTICH

Do you know or can you state any other matter
or thing thal way be to the benefit or advantage of the
parties to this suit, or either cf them, or that may be
materianl o the subjeet of this, your exemingilon, or the

metters in question beiween the partiece? If so, state

the ssme Tully md ab large In your answels
A----atbb |
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Carrie Ringgold, a witness of lawful age, produced
en behalf of the Pléintiff, Hgvihé beeﬁ.first duiy
sworn;'depégeth'and saith és foiloWs, that-is to ‘say:

".'By'thé'Ekaminer:

1 Q. State your name residence and gccupation?

A. Carrie Ringgbld}‘isss Division Street; house
wcrk'. - - . o P . .
Q.Q{ Do yeu knew the parties to this suit?
A, Yes. | |
Ry ur.' Davis. _
1 Qf Are they husband andAwife?
A. fes.

2 Q. TDid they 1ive together as husband and wife and

_were théy 51Ways known and recognized in the community

in which they lived as hushand and wife?

| A -Y_eSc

3 Q. Has the Plaintiff been a resident of Baltimore

City, State of Maryland, for at least twe years pricr
to the filing of this suit? .

A.  Yes. o
4 Q. Are there any children ag the reéuxt of this
marriage? A . I '

A.' One.

5 Q. Wame and age?




Carrie Ringgoid.
Af The baby is about five years old.
6 Q. What is the name nf the child?
A. Edward think,
.7 Q. Do jru think that she is the proper party to
haVu tb' cgre and uatndy of the child?
A_. 'jes.
3 Q. Aﬁd do ycu'think that she is able and willing ﬁo
éupport, eeueate and rear this ehild?
Ao Yes.
9 Q. What was her eonduct towarés her husband while
llVlng together. |
A,  She alnays seemed te be a very gcod mother'x
and a good w1fe.. | _. . - o
10 Qe State whether or not she was always a kindg,
affecticnate and faithfﬁ1 wife? -
'A. | Yee. |
11 Q. ,Afe the partiesg to this’suitiliving together now?
A, Ne-sir; theyAére not. o 4 |
12 Q.  Which left the other; did he leave her or did
she leave him? | o S
A. He left her,
13 Q. W’nen: - |
A; About Apr11 1920,- about two years ago.

14 Q. She has charged her hubband w1tn aaultery, do

you Know anything'perscnally abmgt that. .




Carrie Rinégold.

A? I know ﬁhat I'was with my husband one night, and
I met him in a ChineseAResféurant on Penhs&lfania
Avenue ﬁitﬁ‘this'ﬁdmaﬁ, and he came ovér_and he
whisﬁéréd in my ear for me pieasé ﬁot td say aﬁything
ta hié Wifé gbout being witm this woman; and then I
heard they werepliviﬁg at 1025'Afgy1e A%eﬁue,”and I
went there and'; (aﬁg the beii, énémI asked whether or
hdt‘Mf. and Wrs. Dewns lived thefe, and I went up
sﬁairé, and when I'got there thé& ésked me who
was at the deor, and“the two of them were in there,
and 1 péeked in; o |
15 Q. And wﬁo was in there? |

A This girl Marie and Mr, Do wns .
16 Q. You saw themhin ﬁhe réom fééether?

A, Yeé; ‘

17 Q. Héw did you see themé

A, I expeeéted to see Mr, Downs and his wife K
(Plaintiff), but when I got to the docr, the door was.
opened, qnd:l opened the door a few iﬁdhes, end I .
ééw>Mf. quns and this'giri_Mafie-in there tdgether,
end then I thought that there was éométhing Wréhg”éhd
Irleft; . o .  o L e
18 Q;  Let me understand yoﬁ; You say that you heard
tﬁat Nr. and Mré; bbwhs iiﬁéé at 10%5 Afgyie‘Ayeﬁue; when

you got this informaticn, you thought that Mri and Mrs.

‘




Cérrie Ringgold;.

Downg, the Plalntlfi and Deiendant were living there;
is that Mn»t you mean. S '
" A. Yes.
19 Q. And you went up there to pdy them a visit,

nd what did you find? I

'A. I found thls girl Marie and Mrl Downs in
there together; I had seen this girl once before
and that is the reasen that I knew that it was the
same girl, .
20 Q.  Now, after seeing this, did you or mot hunt
up the real Mrs. Zanns‘7 | A |

Af Yes, I saw her and I teld hef about it;

21 4. What did she say? . o |

A She said no; thet she was not 1iving there;
that she and her hﬁéband had been separated, and.that he
had gone to live with this womén, vut I did not know
anything‘aboui it{\ ‘ ‘ . ‘
22.Q.” Noﬁ;”éf.ﬁhe time you saw Downs and this woman
in the room tegefher§ hdwlwés‘bawné.ahd the woman clo thes?

A.  Well, sne lecked to me to be dressing; she

had ler badk“to the bureau. | | -

23 Qf Did sﬁe have on aﬁy clothes.

| AL Iwban nect jusf ré@émbef“wﬁether she had on

a1l of her cl6thes cr not.




/ Carrie Ringgdld.

24 Q. Are you-ablé'fo state whether or not she had a
Héusg dreés or street clothes bn;> | |

Af aNe sir; she did not have street clothes on;
25 Q. 'wa abéut'é,hdusg dress? .

A. T do mt know whether she ﬁad a2 house d%é:'on
or not; it 1coked 1ike something; but she was é?eésing
as a‘méttér éfnfact. ’ .
25 Q. How about him? | |

| A, He hag his clethes on, I think now; it hzas

beenlso‘long ago, that I can hot remember éxactly;
26 Q.  What sort of a reom was this reom that you
saw them in? ' v

A} It was a bed room,
27 Q. Did ydu see the bed in there?
A tYés;ﬂfﬁeféuwés‘a bed'in théré.
28 Q. When was this that you saw them in this bed .
féom toggther: o ) ‘ o i »
" A, T think that it hes been a little over a
year:, o o | . |
ZQ'Q. was it after the separatioﬂ between the parties
fo this suit? o |

A, Yes;

30 Q. Haws ¥rs, Downs lived or cohabited with her
husband since she éisqovefé& this adultery?

A, No sir; not te my knowledge.‘




Carrie Ringgold,

31 Q. Has she 1ived or cohabited with her husband
since her separation frbm herAhquand about two jéars
ag'rij} |

‘A, o sir.
32 Q. Hag she forgiven or condoned his offense in
éﬁy Way? A

A, Yo sir.




QENERAL QUESTION

Po you ¥now or e¢an you state any

o Lher malter
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this, your examinatiion, or the

matters in question hetween the pariies? If so, slale

the same fully and at large in your ansver,
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No other witnesses being named or pfoduced before me, I then, at the request

in the year of Our Lord nineteen hundred and.~—£4#4
City of Baltimore, in the State of Marylan ~ ,
........ (SEAL).

Examiner.

There are..Z YD oo eeeeeeeareenanes .....Exhibits with these depositions; to wit:
Plaintiff’s............... Exhibit ...... // ...........................................................................................

I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINGTON, the Examiner before whom the fore-
going depositions were taken, do hereby certify’béh:;t I was employed in assigning

a day, and taking the said depositions upon.....L&72 days, on

of which I was employed by the Plaintiff............ , and on
by the Defendant......coooeee ‘
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Cottores Do

VS

NOY ey Pro e

To the Honorable

In the Circuit Court
of Baltimore City

TERM 19

Judge of Said Court:

The above cause is respectfully submitted for

decree and the 43rd General Equity Rule is hereby waived.

%‘;U‘D-v/ ; 5 € B
v
Gt Solicitor for Plaintiff

g Solac’lt/or for Defendant.
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o

Circuit Court

OF

VS.

BALTIMORE CITY

............ e TeTM, 19
4

28" |

day of ' 1924, that the same be and it is hereby referred to

M/&A f( W W , Esq., Auditor and Master, to report the
pleadmgs and the facts, and his opinion thereon.
/@ z@, 7 O

This case bemg subnntted without argument, it is ordered by the Court, this

Rep‘ort of Auditor and Master

.................. gr.ound.‘..oi‘....adul.r.e.rsz,....w.i_th....cns.to.c_lym.uﬁ...mln.Q.rAAAghud._....u.Q.d..ﬁ...A.._x_‘.;.l..__Ql..e_ 16,..Section 36,

.................. Dsfendant.appears..and.answers. by.sollcitor; anthority in writing.  Proof shows

.................. marriage,. residence and adultery of the Defendant, The care and custody' of the

_________________ minor. child should be awarded the Blaint iff, Case -submitted a_nd réady for decree.

............................. Avditor and Masters




The within is a proper decree to be

passed In this case.

Audétor and Master. X
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DECREE OF DIVORCE. [
IN THE
(irenit Court
VS
OF
< L

BALTIMORE CITY
NORMAN DOWNS,

MARCH Term, 19..5%»

This cause,standing ready for hearing and being duly submitted, the proceedings were by the Court read

and considered. W
618 ‘ thereupon, ~this. . ... 0 \? / T day of e —— Anno

Domini, one thousand nine hundred and... twemnty=fowr . _ by the Circuir CoUrT OF

JaLtiMore City, Adjudged, Ordered and Decreed, that the said..

A O,

the above named complainant be, and ghe is hereby DIVORCED, A VINCULO MATRIMONII, from the

defendant, NORMAN DOWNS.

And it is further Ordered, that the said . Plalntlff v

pay the cost of this proceeding. /@’%M‘ /M/M

I, CHARLES R. WHITEFORD, Clerk of the Circuit
Court of Baltimore City, do hereby  certify
that the above is a true copy of the decree
taken from the record of proceedings in
said cause.

IN  Testimony Wnuereor, 1 hereunto set my
hand and affix the seal of the said Court,

thise o o e day ofria . L g

Clerk Circuit Court of Baltimore City.




