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HARRISON DODD : IN THE CIRCUIT COIET

VS.• : OF

ELIZABETH DODD : BALTIIORE CITY.

TO THE HONORABLE,THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

Your Orator complaining respectfully says:

1. That he was married to his wife, Elizabeth Dodd, on the

28th day of January,1909 and with whom he resided until the Elst

day of June,1920, when the defendant deserted the plaintiff.

2. That though the conduct of your Orator toward the said

Elizabeth Dodd has always been kind, affectionate and above re-

proach, she has without âny just cause or reason abandoned and de-

serted him and has declared her intentions to live with him no

longer, and that such abandonment has continued uninterruptedly

for more than three years and is deliberate and final and th<e

separation of the parties is beyond any reasonable expectation of

reconciliation.

3. That there is one child born as result of said marriage,

Dorothy age about eleven years, now in the care and custody of

the defendant.

4. That your Orator has not li^ed or co-habited with the

sjjLid defendant since said desertion.

5. That both your Orator and the defendant are citizens of

the State of Maryland, having resided in Baltimore City for more

than three years prior to the filing of this Bill of Complaint.



TO THE END,THEREFORE:

(a) That your Orator may lie divorced A Vinculo Maftrimonii

from the said Elizabeth Dodd,

(b) That he may have such other and further relief as his case

may require.

May it please your Honor to grant unto your Orator- the

Writ of Subpoena directed against the said Elizabeth Dodd,

commanding and requiring her to be and appear in this Court on

some day certain to be named therein to answer the premises and

abide by and perform such decree or order as may be passed therein.;

AUS as in duty bound, etc.

"ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFF.
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Form 18—5M

EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland

Elizabeth Dodd

of Baltimore City, Greeting:
WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, That all excuses set aside, you do within the time

limited by law beginning on the second Monday of AUffUSt next

cause an appearance to be entered for you and your answer to be filed to the complaint of

Harrison Dodd

against you exhibited in the Circuit Court of Baltimore City,

HEREOF fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril.

WITNESS, the Honorable JAMES P. GORTER, Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench of

Baltimore City, the 14" day of July 192 4

Issued the 23'flay of July , in the year 192 4,

ehaa R. Whiteford , Clerk

MEMORANDUM: You are required to file your answer or other defense in the Clerk's Office,
room 206, in the Court House, Baltimore City, within fifteen days after
return day.

(General Equity Rules 11)
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HARRISOM BODD : IB THE

vs. _ CIRCUIT COURT

ELIZABETH BODD : OP

BALTIMORE CITY.

TO THE HOMORABLE, THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

The Defendant respectfully answering the Bill of Complaint

in this case against her filed, says:

I.

That the Defendant admits the allegations contained in

paragraph one of the Bill of Complaint to the effect that she and the

Plaintiff were married on January 28th, 1909,and lived together as man

and wife until June Elst, 1920, but she neither admits nor denies that

she deserted the Plaintiff on that date and demands strict proof of

same.

II.

She neither admits nor denies the allegations contained in

paragraph two of the Bill of Complaint and demands strict proof of same.

III.

The Defendant admits the allegations contained in paragraph

three of the Bill of Complaint.

IV.

Answering paragraph four of the Bill of Complaint she neither

admits nor denies the allegations contained therein and demands strict

proof of same.

V.

That she admits the allegations contained in paragraph five of

the Bill of Complaint.

And having fully answered th^JCefendant pr^ys thejSourt to be

dismissed hence with costs.

D^eZdln t . / / ~ 3



IN THE CIRCUIT COURT

HARRISON DODD

vs.

ELIZABETH DODD

Petition and order.





HARRISON BODL : IN THE

v s . : CIRCUIT COURT

ELIZABETH BOLD : OF

BALTIMORE CITY.

TO THE HONORABLE, THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

The p e t i t i o n of E l i z a b e t h Dood, the Defendant , in the

above e n t i t l e d cause r e s p e c t f u l l y shows unto your Honor:

I .

That the Plaintiff has filed his Bill in this Court for a

divorce a vinculo matrimonii from your petitioner on the ground of

desertion and abandonment as will appear by reference to said Bill

of Complaint filed in this cause.

II .

That your petitioner has filed her answer denying said

allegations and demanding proof of same.

III.

Your petitioner is advised that she is entitled to have an

order passed by this court requiring che plaintiff to pay her a

reasonable and proper sum of alimony, pendente l i t e , for her personal

support, and for her infant child, referred to in paragraph three of

plaintiff 's Bill of Complaint, and also a reasonable and proper sum

to enable her to defray the necessary expenses of her defense to said

Bill and to compensateocounsel whom she has employed to defend the suit,

IV.

Thai; ~youf petitioner is further advised that she is also

entitled to permanent alimony for the support and care of Dorothy Bpdd

now eleven years of age born as a result of the marriage of the de-

fendant and plaintiff in this action above referred to.

V.

That the plaintiff is a man of considerable means while your

- 1 -



petitioner is without funds of any kind, and in the view of the means

of the said plaintiff and the serious charge against your petitioner

she is entitled to liberal allowance to be made to her for her defense;

and the amount of her alimony pendente l i t e should a^so be fixed accord-

ing to the plaintiff 's means and ability.

VI.

Your petitioner therefore prays this Honorable Court to pass

an order requiring the plaintiff, Harrison Lodd to pay her for alimony

pendente l i t e such a sum and at such intervals as to this Honorable

Court, shall seem right and proper, and also such other sum as the

Court shall deem proper to enable your petitioner to defray the ex-

panses to which she will be put in defense of such suit including

therein a reasonable fee to her counsel.

"Your petitioner further and especially prays for the care

and custody of Dorothy Bodd , the infant child born as a result of said

marriage, eleven years of age who is now in your petitioner's care

and custody and referred to in paragraph three of plaintiff 's Bill of

Complaint and for such sum or sums as may seem right and proper for

the permanent care and support of said minor child.

And as in duty bound etc.

Petitioner"

it or for Defend

- 2 -



STATE Of M&RYLAHE, BALTIMORE CITY, to wit:

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on this / ̂ ^ day of

1924, before me, the subscriber, a Eotary Public of the State

of Maryland in and for the City above mentioned, personally

appeared the above named Defendant, Elizabeth Dood, and made

oath in dus form of law that the matters and facts in the fore-

going petition, are true to the best of her knowledge and belief.

WITNESS my hand and Notarial Seal.

Notary Public.



ORDER.

ORDERED, t h i s ^ V day of ^yvy\ T~ t 1924,

by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, that th^/Plaintiff,

Harrison Dodd pay the sum of /""Wp^C " Dollars

as counsel fee for the solicitor of the IJefendant and that he

shall further pay the sum of •iy^C^JLJ^v^ Dollars

per week alimony pendente l i t e , accounting from the % O day

of ^Ay^tiMA^ , 1924, the f irst of said weekly payments to be

made on the day of , 1924, unless ca^ise/to

the contrary be shown on or before the *~} day

1924, provided, a copy of this order be served _on said Harrison

Dodd on or before the ^-4/v &a7 °f

(P
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HARRISON DODD : IN THE CIRCUIT COURT

VS : OP

ELIZABETH DODD : BALTIMORE CITY

TO THE HONORABLE,THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

YOUR PETITIONER HARRISON DODD,SAYS:

1. That on or about the 2 3 j W of fa^i 1924 he

this Honorable Court a bill of complaint against one, Elisabeth

Dodd, his wife, praying a divorce A Vinoulo ^atrimonii.

2, '•'•'hat on or about the^ £> day stCLvjt 1924 the said

Elizabeth Dodd answered the said bill of complaint and prayed

among other things alimony and counsel fee; and alledged that yo

you* petitioner had considerable means*

Your petitioner saysj '̂ hat he is a musioian,but has no

Steady employment and no fixed salary or income, hat his average

weekly earnings are about twenty dollars ($80:00)*

WHEREFORE YOUR PETIIIOHER PRAYS: That the amount allowed

as alimony and counsel fee be set accordingly*

for peiritioner
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VS.

/

IN THE

CIRCUIT COURT
OF

BALTIMORE CITY

The

Solicitor, applies to have the above entitled cause placed on the Trial Calendar

for hearing

in conformity with the First Equity Rule.

Solicitor for/.A/J-



Serve on

Davis h Evans
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No.
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Harrison Dodd

vs.

Elizabeth Dodd
IN THE

CIRCUIT COURT
OF BALTIMORE CITY

Upon application made by the Solicitor for the Defendant

the above entitled cause has been placed upon the trial calendar in

accordance with the provisions of the First Equity Rule, and the

same will stand for hearing on Alimony Pendente li te and Counsel fee

when reached in due course on said calendar.

CHARLES R. WHITEFORD
Clerk Circuit Court.



Circuit

No.

Final Order, Counsel Fee and Alimony

Pendente Lite.

.B.



vs.

IN THE

CIRCUIT COURT
OF

BALTIMORE CITY.

Term, 19

This cause coming on to be heard upon the petition for Alimony ptndente lite and Counsel

fee, and the answer thereto, and testimony taken, and having been submitted by the

solicitors for the respective parties;

ORDERED by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City this c ^ > / ^ . day

pay to the

the sum of../-^f^^^r7_.._^r^-r<r^r^^, Dollars, as counsel fee^

icitor of the .* ....and that he

lie sum of___Î £̂4rr̂ L._-.-ltrrr._~.___.Tr. T. --Dollars per week,

said_

d
Alimony pendente lite accounting from the

and continuing until the.

ay of V ^ * ^ ^ ^ . 19

day of 19 , (should this suit be

so long pending) or until the further order of this Court.



Circuit Court

Petition for leave to take
Testimony and Order of

Court thereon

No.

Filed..^.V. v.r.\,.a. 192,



/ v

vs.

IN THE

Circuit Court
OF

BALTIMORE CITY

To the Honorable the Judge of the
Circuit Court of Baltimore City:

THE PETITION OF

in this case, respectfully shows that ^uX desire-S* to take testimony in this case, and

respectfully pray^ that leave be granted to do so before one of the Standing

Examiners of this Court.

J
Solicitor for

ORDERED, this <===6....(D.. day of ^BOJIOJSJA^Z. 192^ , that

leave be granted to the parties to the cause, to take testimony, as prayed, before any one of the

Standing Examiners of this Court.
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vs.
3n % Glirrmt (tart /...

OF BALTIMORE CITY.

and notice having been given me by the Solicitor for the.

of a desire to take testimony in the same, I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINGTON, one

of the Standing Examiners of the Circuit Courts of Baltimore City, under and by

virture of an^order of the above named Circuit Court, passed in said cause on the

day oiL//Lkj&k<dL 19.£.4.7" met on

the «^2Tfck4<&#. , dayofi--r*?<l^k^>£. in the year nineteen
•r ^ J

hundred and /L^&^^.^£*^&....at my office, in the city of Baltimore, in the State

of Maryland, and assigned tht....../f*?&ttyk£fy. day oi..^UL4&L4ii,..

in the same/year &\..JL&^..1..^Z&?<AdA4. o'clock in the....j£2^^7..T. noon and the

office of S!%/&1?1<^...^ in the City and State

aforesaid, as the time and place for such examination of witnesses in said cause;

afrwhrich last mentioned time and place"! attended, due notice of such meeting
having been giv^n, and proceeded in the presence of the Solicitor of the

.to take the following depositions, that

is to say:—U i



HARRISON M. DOED

VS.

ELIZABETH K. DODD.

TEstimony ta.ken before me, A. deRussy

Sappington, Examiner, at the offices of Mr. George

Evan's, St. Psul Street, B&timore, Maryland, on April

6, 1925, at 2.30 o'clock in the afternoon.

Thereupon

HARRISON M. DODD,

the plaintiff, of lawful age, produced on his own "behalf,

having "been first duly sworn according to law, was

examined and testified as follows:

1Q - (By the Examiner): Please state your

name, residence and occupation?

. A Harrison M. Dodd, 1718 Laurens Street,

Baltimore , Md; pants maker.

2Q Do you know the parties to this suit or

either of them?

A Yes, I am the plaintiff and my wife is

the defendant.



3Q (By Mr. Evans): When, where and "by

whom were you married?

A January 28, 1909, "by Reverend Neil in

Baltimore City.

4Q Are you and your wife living together

now?

A .Ho.

5Q When were you separated?

A June 21, 1920.

6Q TJhich left the other , Mr. Dodd, did she

leave you, or did you leave her?

A She left me.

7Q Why did she leave you?

A The only thing I can say is there was

a lady in the house minding the child, and I gave this

lady a thirty days notice to stop taking care of the

child, while my wife was running out, and then she said

if the lady went, she was going,so when I heard s lot

of noise on the morning the lady was going, I went

upstairs to see what it was, and my wife was packing

her things. I asked her what she was doing, and

she said, if you don't get out of the room I will

have you locked up. She told the lady to get the



police, and I told her not to take anything out

of the house, so I went upstairs and told the move men

not to take anything. She hauled the things out

herself and threw them out of the window, and gave

some to the move men.

8Q Have you seen her to talk to since the

separation in June, 1920?

A I have not said anything to her.

9Q What was your conduct towards your wife;

have you always been a kind and faithful husband?

- A . Yes, sir.

10Q Did you support her?

A Every cent I could get ahold of she

spent.

11Q S?hat was her conduct towards you?

A The trouble wasin every neighborhood

we would get, she would getthick with somelady

friend, end would stay out until two and three o'clock

in themorning, and she came home in enautomobile

and stpp up the street at the next corner and walk

down to the house, and whenl would get after her

she would generally open the windows and make a



light in the room and let the neighbors hear the

fussing, early in the morning.

12Q Did she ever express any intention of

coming back and living with you since the separation?

A Only in Court.

13Q Any children as a result of this

marriage?

A One; Dorothy E.

14Q How old?

A 11 years old.

15Q Who has the custody of this child?

A My wife.

16Q Do you contribute anything towards the

support of this child?

A Five dollars a week, payable through

the Prisoners Aid.

17Q Have you ever lived or cohabited with

your wife since the separation in June?

A No, sir.

18Q Do you think there is any reasonable

hope or expectation of a reconciliation between you?

A No, sir.

19Q How long have you been a resident of



the City of Baltimore, State of Marylend?

A All my life.

20Q Has this separation continued uninterruptedly

for more than three years prior to the time this case

was started?

A Yes.

21Q Is it deliberate and final and "beyond

hope of a reconciliation?

A Yes, sir.



GENERAL QUESTION

Do you know or can you s t a t e any o ther r a t t e r

or ft&ing tha t may be to the benef i t or advantage of the

parties to this suit, or either of then;, or tint may b»

material to the subject of bills, your exaniination, or the

matters in question between the pnrties? If so, state

iha same fully and at: large in your answer*

A."

" "" 0



Thereupon

NAOMI FRAHCES,

a witness of lawful age, produced on "behalf of the

pleintiff, having "been first duly sworn according

to law, was examined and testified as follows:

1Q (By the Examiner): Please state

your name, residence and occupstion?

A Neomi Frances, 1122 Druid Hill Avenue;

sewing.

2Q Do you know the parties to this suit,

or either of them?

A Yes, "both of them.

3Q (By Mr. Evans): Do you know when they

were married, Mrs. Frances?

A Yes, January 28, 1909.

4Q Were they always recognized in the

community in which they lived as husband and wife?

A Yes, since January 28,1509.

50. Are they living together now?

A No.

6Q Which left the other?

A She left him on June 21.Monday evening,



8

1920.

7Q Do you know the cause ofher leaving

him?

A Ho, "but of course I wasIILo oking for

it quite a while ago, "because they were goingto

get a larger house and take this lady with them. I
Mr.

live next door to my "brother.Harrison, at 523

80; Well, where were you at the time she

moved out?

A In his house.

9Q On the day that she l£ft?

A Yes, just the three of us in there.

10Q What did she do, or say at the time

she left?

A She said she was going if Odessa

could not stay; that was the lady's name, and if she

could not stay she was not going to stay either. He

told the move men not to touch anything on the front

room, and'she threw the things out of the window to

the movemen and went.

11Q Have you seen her since the separation

in 1920?

A Yes, in the street with other men.



12Q Was there any reason for her having

left other than she wanted to leave?

A Yes, and I think she was running with

Whitey, because I have seen them together many times.

13Q, Do you know if the separation was

deliberate and final?

A Yes.

14Q, Do you think there is any reasonable

hope of a reconciliation?

A No, sir.

15Q Has he lived or cohabited with her

since 1920, when she abandoned him?

A Ho, sir.

16Q Is he a res iden t of the City of

s .3elt imore, State of Maryland?

A Yes.

17Q Has he been for more than two^years

prior to the beginning of this case9

A All his life.

18Q Any children as a result of this

marriage?

A One; Dorothy, 11 years old.

19Q Who has the custody of that child?



10

A The mothe r .

20Q, And you say t h e r e i s no hope of a

reconciliation "between them?

A No, s ir .



GENERAL QUESTION

Do you know or can you state any other matter

or thing that may be to the "benefit or advantage of the

parties to this suit, or either of them, or that may be

material to the subject of this, your examination, or the

matters in question between the parties? If so, state

the same fully and at large in your answer.

A.—



No other witnesses being named or produced before me, I then, at the request

of the Solicitor of the.

closed the depositions taken in said cause and now return them closed under my

hand and seal, on this.

in the year of Our Lord nineteen hundred and.Wr<^^r<?ri^^..^..Q^&^. at the

City of Baltimore, in the State of Maryland

....... (SEAL).
Examiner.

There are..£Z<f̂ r.: Exhibits with these depositions, to wit:

Plaintiff's Exhibit /

Defendant's Exhibit
• / •

Examiner.

I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINGTON, the Examiner before whom the fore-

going depositions were taken, do hereby certify that I was employed, in assigning

t^^fy.a day, and taking the said depositions upon WdsP.. days, on.

of which I was employed by the Plaintiff , and on

by the Defendant

xaminer.



Circuit Court

SUBMISSION FOR DECREE.

Mr. Clerk,
Please file,

Solicitor for Plaintiff.

No.

iled 0Filed



M

< wi
Iii the Circuit Court

of Baltimore City

.TERM 19.

To the Honorable

/ Judge of Said Court:

The above cause is respectfully submitted for

decree and the 43rd General Equity Rule is hereby waived.

Solicitor for Plaintiff,

itcitor for Defendant.
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HARRISOI DO2>2> IU THE GIBCUIT COURT

VS.

ELIZABETH BOlffl BALTIMORE CITY,

It is agreed "by the parties in the above entitled case

and their Counsel subject to ratification "by the Cou*t, that

the Plaintiff.Harrison Dodd, shall contribute five dollars ($5.00)

per week to the support of his minor child,Dor«thy, and that, the

defendant shall retain the custody of said miner ehild, subject

to th© order of the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, the Court

retaining Jurisdiction-

'a Plaintiff

efendan

'^Attorneys for Plaintiff.



Circuit Court

Order of Reference

Report Filed..;:



vs.

IN THE

Circuit Court
OF

BALTIMORE CITY

.;.'. Term,

.(/2.This case be^ng submitted, without argument, it is ordered by the Court, this

day of. .^^^VkSrQr^ , 19^6 > that the same be and it is hereby referred 'to

j^^djL&Xfep^.. , Esq., Auditor and Master, to report the

pleadings and the facts, and his opinion thereon.

Report of Auditor and Master

£il.e.d .•

^̂

The_..inaxr..ia£e....pr.ov..gQ...._ -.. . .A;LaMoment...m^

it..a Xlnali.ty.......an.d.....t.He. ixr..e.e..QrL.c.ila.'b.lllty......Q.f.....tlie.....par.t.i.e.fi.....pr..o.¥.a2i- -...

C.ct.8G s u M i t t e d .tQ.x....d.e..cxe.e,..and

C.a3e.....made f.or......awarding....tne gu^

sura of....fiv.e...Mllar.^ au.p.p..Qxt......Q.r......3.ald

chi ld . :

ready for....decr.ee.. _ [ . _

€L..S.» 1.92.5... :1 : :



CIRCUIT COURT

1924 No. V I Docket

HARRISON DODD

The within is a proper decree to be passed
in this case.

and Master.



Decree of Divorce

IN THE

..HA.REI.SOJST...D.QDD..

VS.

.ELIMBETH..DOPD.

Circuit Court
OF

BALTIMORE CITY

, 19... ?5.

This cause standing ready for hearing and being, duly submitted, the proceedings were by the

Court read and considered. ~ yy {£>

It is thereupon, this #C.fc/..."£ day of JW. r . . . . . . . - . . - . . - . . - . . - . . . , A. D..1.92-5-,

by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, Adjudged, Ordered and Decreed, that the said

. . . . - . . - . .^ . . - . . - . . - . . - . . . - . . - . . - . . - . .MRRI3fl^

the above named Complainant be and he is hereby DIVORCED A VINCULO MATRIMONII from the

Defendant, ....EliZAEE-TH.-BODIl;

award£d...t.o...tna.... De f endant% , ElizaTaatn..J3.oM.,...an.a...t.He...C.Qmpla.iaant.*...aarj;l3p

4 ^ ^ J
.gMd...e.ftild_..̂ ^

A

And it is further Ordered, That the said C0mp.lainant-^...Harrl3.Qa-D.0Ad.,..
pay the cost of this proceeding.

FORM 4—EM—1-1-19.


