


Cleo Davis In The Circuit Court

To The Honorable, The Judge o0f Said Court:

Your Oratrix,complaining,respectfully says:

}J
[ R

FIRST, that the pnarties hereto were ma:
on or about September 6th. I91I7, by Rev. lMontague a Bap=-

an:aster Co. Vhitestone Va. and lived

H,
(

: S 4 n
tist minist 2

together as men and vife until on or sbout January I4th.

1918.
SECOND, That both parties are residents of the
city of Baltimore, State of Maryland and have been for

more than two years prior to the filing of this bill of
complaint.

'HIRD, That though the conduct of your Oratrix
toward her husband has always been kind, affectionate and
above reproach, hc without any just cause or reason abun-
doned and deserted jour oratrix to live in open adul tery
with a lewd and abandoned woman vwllose name is unknown o
your oratrix. that the said desertion has continued vnin-
terruptedly for more than three years prior to the filing
of this bill of com laint. That the said defendant has
declared his intentions to live no longer with your ora-

trix. That the sald separation of the parties are be-

yond any reascnable hope or expectation of reconciliation.

FOURTH, That your oratrix has never condcned
nor forgiven the said desertion and adul tery, that she
has never co-habited with the said respondent since the
desertion .nd adultery.

FIRTH, that there are no children born as a

result of said marriage.

THEREFORE YOUR ORATRIX PRAYS:

a=a A divorce a vinculo matrimonii from the respondent.




b-b Such other and further releif as the case may
required.
c-¢c That your oratrix desires to resume her maiden

rizme.,

Héy it please Your Honor .o grant unto your
Oratrix a Writ éf Subpoeha, directed untothe said res-
poﬁdenf; commanding'him to be or appear in this Court on
some day certain to be named thérein to perfofm such de-

cree as may be passed in the premises.

As in duty bound etc.

Complalnant bektctéaz:ﬂor Comnlalnant
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EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland

@n \\\\*

[/’ /' \/; B
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of Baltimore City, Greeting:
WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, That all excily,set aside, you do within the

time limited by law beginning on the second Monday of d( next

cause an appearance to be entered for you and your answer to be filed to the complaint of

against you exhibited in the Circuit Court of Baltimore City,

HEREOF fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril:

WITNESS, the Honorable MORRIS-A—SOPER; Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench of
Baltimore City, the /¢ 192 /

Issued the / f day of i the year 192 /

Clerk.

MEMORANDUM: You are required to file your answer or other defense in the Clerk’s
Office, room 206, in the Court House, Baltimore City, within fifteen days
after return day.

(General Equity Rules 11.)

RS,
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Form 18—6M -

EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland

Jy s

of Baltimore, Clty, Greetmg
WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, That all ex%sset aside, you do within the

time limited by law beginning on the second Monday of @Q - A next

cause an appearance to be entered for you and your answer to be filed to the complaint of

%@m

against you exhlblted in the Circuit Court of Baltimore City,

HEREOF fail not, ‘as you will answer the contrary at your peril:

WITNESS the Honorable MORRIS A. SOPER Chlef Judge of the Supreme Bench of

Baltimore City, the ~ / 0 46 192 /-
Issued the /X day of / , 1I/the year 192 /

MEMORANDUM You are requlred to file your answer or other defense in the Clerk’s
Office, room 206, in the Court House, Baltimore City, within fifteen days
after return day.

(General Equity Rules 11.).
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Form 18—5M

EQUITY SUBPOENA

‘The State of Maryland

of Baltimore City, Greeting:

WE COMMAND AND 'ENJOIN YOU, That all excu aside, you do within the
"time limited by law béginning on the second Monday of @M - next

cause an appearance to be entered for you and your answer to be filed to the complaint of

T S

agalnst you exhibited in the Circuit Court of Baltimore City,

HEREOF - fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril:

WITNESS, the Honorable 'Mb'liizirs/iﬁ SOPER, Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench of

Baltimore City, the O Ay ot %

Issued the ' day of W
B /@M - Herk

MEMORANDUM: You are required to file yo'ur answer orj/other defense in the Clerk’s

Office, room 206, in the Court House, Baltimore City, within fifteen days

after return day_. '
" (General Equity Rules 11.)
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Form 18—5M

EQUITY SUBPOENA

‘The State of Maryland

of Baltimore Clty, Greetmg

WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, That all excusespset aside, you do within the
time limited by law beginning on the second Monday of @7 next

‘cause an appearance to be entered for you and your answer to be filed to the complaint of

against you exhibited in the Circuit Court of Baltlmore Clty,

HEREOF fa11 not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril:

~ WITNESS, the Honorable MORRIS
Baltimore City, the / b

Issued the | f [\ day of 7)) y

OPER Chlequudge of the Supreme Bench of

192 /

, inghe year 192 /

Clerk.

MEMORANDUM: You are required to file your answer or éther defense in the Clerk’s
Office, room 206, in the Court House, Baltimore Clty, within fifteen days
after return day. '

(General Equity Rules 11.) -
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Cleo Davis | In The Circuit Court
Vs. of
Jefferson Davis Baltimore City.
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To The Honorable,The Judge 4f said Cdurt:
Your Orgtoixcomplaining respectfully says:

For that on or about the \§ day Ofiif“‘ 1921,your pet-
itioner,filed in this honorable Court & patition for divorce
a vinculo matrimonni;that your oratovix prayed a writ of sub=-
poena,directing the defendant to appear in this court ,to
answer such decree as may be passed;that three consecutive
writs a directed untd the defendant have been returned”"non-
est".

Wherefore Your OratvitxPrays,that Your Honor grant unto

Your Oratrix an order of publication,setting forth thme nature

and substance of this bill and warning the said defendant to be

in this court in person or appear by solicitor on or before

& certain day to be therein named and show cause,if any #he

may have why & decree should not be passed as prayed.

As in duty biund etoc.

(e

Soiicitor for complainant.

o

B




Cleo Davis In The Circuit Court
vS. of
Jefferson Davis Baltimore City.

ORDER OF PUBLICATION,

The object of this suit is to procure a divorce A
vinculo matrimonnii by the plaintiff, Cleo Davis from the de-
fendant Jefferson Davis.

The bill recites the parties were married September
6th. 1917, by a minister éf the gospel, in Lancaster County,Va.
and that they lived together as man and wife until on or about
January l4th. 1918; that the plaintiff is a resident of the
city of Baltimore, State of Maryland and has been for more than
two years prior to the filing of this bill of complaint. Thet
the defendant committed adultery with lewd and abandoned women,
whose names are unknown to the plaintiff and that the defendant
deserted the plaintiff; that said desertion has continued unin-
terruptedly for more than three years prior to the filing of
this bill of complaint; that the plaintiff has never forgiven
nor condoned the offenses of desertion and adultery.

That three consecutive writs of subpoena issued to
the last known address of the defendant have been returned non
est by the Sheriff of Baltimore City.

It is thereupon ordered by the Circuit Court of Bal-

o
timore City this_ o) day of /W‘M 1921, that the plaintiff
by causing a copy of this order té/be inserted in some daily

newspaper published in Baltimore City, once a2 week for four con

-secutive weeks, before the é day of ng 1921, give no=-

tice to the said absent defendant, Jefferson Davis, of the obe
Ject and the substance of the bill of complaint and warn him to
be and appear in this court either in person or by solicitor on

or before the 6V2//day of 921 to show cause if any he
may have why the decree sppaght should not be passed as prayed.




Certificate of Publication
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THE DAILY RECORD

,r_ J. Steward Davis, Solicitor,

[ 118 E. Lexington St.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF BALTI-
. MORE Cl'l‘l——(l'—“(‘r——19’1)—Cleo Davis
'vs. Jefferson Davis.

I. - ORDER OF PUBLICATION,

. The object of this suit IS to procure a
ldlvorce a vinculo matrtmonii by the plain-
[tiff, Cleo Davis, from the dcfendant, Jef-
ferson Davis. .

. The bill recites the parties were married
Septembcl Gth, 1917, by a minister of the
Gospel, in Lancaster county, Va., and that
{ they lived together as man and wife until
on of about January 14th, 1918; that the

plaintiff is a resident of the (,-ty of Balti- |

more, State of Maryland, and has been for
more than two vears prior to the filing of
i.this bill of ‘complaint. 'I'hat the defendant
' committed adultery with lewd and aban-
doned women, whose names are unknown
to the plaintiff, and that the defendant de-
serted the plaintiff; that said desertion has
continued uninterruptedly for more than
three years prior to the filing of this bill
of complaint; that the plaintiff has never
forgiven nor condoned the offcnses of de-
sertion and adultery.
® That three consecutive <vrits of sub-
poena issucd to the last known address of
the defendant have been returned non .est
by the Sheriff of Baltimore City.

It is thereupon ordered by the Circuit
Court of Baltimore City this 5th day of
May, 1921, that the plaintiff by causing a
copy of this order to be inserted in some
daily newspaper published in Baltimore
City, once a week for four consecutive
- weeks, before tlie 6th day of June, 1921,
give notice to the said absent ' defendant
Jefferson Davis, of the object and the sub-

v

him to be and appear in this Court, either
in person or by solicitor, on or before the
22nd day of June, 1921, to show cause, if
jany he may have, why the decree sought
should not be paseed as prayed.

. AR'L\HUL STUMP.
’.l‘lue copy—Test:

CHAS. R. WHITEFORD,
my6,13,20,27 Clerk

stance of the bill of complaint and warn:

Baltimore, MAY.. 271921 192.....

hereby certify that the annexed advertise-

was published” in THE DAILY RECORD a daily news-

paper pub 1shed in the City of Baltimore, once in each of

THE DAI

Mot il
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[Decree Pro Confesso.]

IN THE )

C@’% Adon— n Circuit Court

) OF

BALTIMORE CITY.

Yoo
x /”{*/W/l | Term, 194 v

J

The Defendant having been duly somered (notified by Order of Publication) to appear to
the Bill of Complaint, and having failed to appear thereto, according to the exigency of the ssmit,
(said Order).

A

It is thereupon is 5 ' day of QWé/m the year nineteen

hundred and by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, ADJUDGED, ORDERED and
DECREED, that the confplainant is entitled to relief in the premises, and that the bill of Complaint be and *
is herebzy taken pro confesso against said defendant. But because it doth not certainly appear to what

relief the Plaintiff is entitled, it is further Adjudged, and Ordered, that one of the Examiners of this
Court, take testimony to support the allegations of the bill.

H- &Tin. Phiomh

STATE OF MARYLAND,
BALTIMORE CITY, Scr:

I hereby certify that on this . day of . 19
before me, the subscriber, a Notary Public, of the State of Maryland, in and for%tlggbicmy aforesaid,
personally appeared . ’ and made oath
in due form of law that her (his) husband (wife) the defendant ifi the above entitled case is not in the Y
Military or Naval service of the United States Government, to the best of her (his) knowledge, informa-
tion and belief.

As Witness my hand and Notarial Seal.

Notary Public.




OF BALTIMORE CITY

DEPOSITIONS

PLAINTIFF'S COSTS

Examiners $
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DEFENDANT'S COSTS

Examiners £

Copies
Sheriff.

Stenographer
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A R g | 3 the Cirenit Olnm'yt%_%‘——

OF BALT'IMORE CETY.

and notice having been given me by the Solicitor for the--M __________
of a desire to take testimony in the same, I, A. de R(U/SSY APPINGTON, one
of the Standing Examiners of the Circuit Courts of Baltimore City, under and by

virtue of an order of the above named Circuit Court, passed in said cause on the

— -

_________________________________ Yol of ottt 1922 met Ofr——

il IJ{’M_ Bl 8 day of _ 141/ ___________ in the year nineteen y ‘
hundred andw _’_E.fﬁ_at my office, in the City of Baltimorg, in the State :
of Maryland, and assigned the____ / _/ ______ day of ' ./ 25

' -~ by m the !;ame year at__JQZ/J..bL_‘_ ______ o’clock in the__/%é_z s -sBdonand the. ... ... cud
eSS VI M : N g at
A4 \'}\‘ ; ofﬁce ofz__ R ___AMCZ@,&%_A ____________ in the City and. Sta'tc Y E

-
aforesaid, ¥s the time and place for such examination of witnesses in said cause;
'« atgwhich last mentioned time angi place I attended, due notice of such meeting
>
. »

having been given, and proceeded in the presence of the Solicitor____________ of the

is to say:— U/
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Davig,
v.

Davis.

Testimojly taken at the office of Mr. Davis,
eeptember //»44,/ 1922, at 4 O'clock P. M.

CLEO DAVIS, the Plaintiff in this case,
produced on yer own behalf, having been firgt
duly swern, deposeth and saith as follows, that is

to say:

- BY THE EXAMINER:

1 Q. State your name residence and occupation?
A. Cleo Davig, 125 South Broadway;cook .
2 Q. Do you know the parties to this suit?
A, I am the Plaintiff and my husband is the
Defendant.
RY MR, DAVIS:
1 Q. ¥hen were you married?
A. September 6th., 1917.
2 Q. Were you married by a Minister of the Gospel”
A. Yes..
3 Q. In Baltimore City.
A. In TLancaster County, Virginia.
4 Q. Were you married according to a Religious
Cerenony?

Ao Yes.




Cleo Davis.

5 Q.. Hag the Plaintiff been a regident of Baltimore
City, State of Marydend, for at least two years prior to
the filing of this suit?

A. Yes.
6 Q. Are there any children as the result of thig
marriage?

A, Yo .
7 Q. What was your conduct towards your husband while
living together; how did you behave yourself?

A. I treated him as nice as I could.
8 Q. state whether or not you were always & kind,
affectinnate and faithful wife?

A, Yes;
9 Q. Are you and your hushand living together now?

A, Wo gir.
10 Q. VWhich left the other?

A. My wife left me,
11 Q. When?

A. January 1918.
12 Q. Did he have any just cause or reason to
abandon and degert you attthat time?

A. No sir.
13 Q. What did he say and do when he left you?

A, He did not say anything;I did not know that

he was going to leave.




~omm

Cleo Davisg.

14 Q. In other words hé did not realize that he
wags abandoning and deserting you at the time that he
left.

A, No.
15 Q. VWhen was it that you realized that he had aban=
doned you?

A, About three or four days afterwards when
hig gister told me that he had gone to Florida some=-
where and she di 4@ not exactly know where.
16 Q. Have you seen your husband since he lef you
under those circumgtaneg?

A, No sir,
17 Q. Have you tried tolocate him for the purpose
of getting him to come back and live with you and doing
as a husband should.

A. Yes.
18 Q. Have you beensuccessful?

A, No gir,
19 Q. Has this abandonment continued unifiterruptedly
since January 19189

A, Yes.
20 q, State whether or not gaid abandomment was de-
liverate and final;did he deliberately and finally
abandan and degert you?

Ao Yes.




Cleo Davis;

21 Q. State whether or not there is any reasonable
expectation of a reconciliation;de you ever expect
them to make up andlive together again?

A. Yo.
22 Q. TIs he a resident of a non-resident of the
State of Maryland?

A, Non-resident.
23 Q. 0Of what State is he a resident?

A. Plorida, as fer as I know.




GENERAT, QUESTION

Do you “now or can you state any other matier
or thing that may be to the benefit or advantage of the
parties to this suit, or either of them, or that may be
materisl to the subject of this, your exemination, or the
matters in gquestion hetween the parties? If so, state

{ on

A..---

the same full at large in your answer.

A




-~

LOUISE HENRY, a witnegs of lawful age,produced
on hehalf of the Plaintiff, having been figst duly sworn,
depoéeth and saith as follows, that is to say:
BY THE EXAMINER: ‘

1 Q. State your name residence and occupatioh ?

A, Louise Henry, 1715 Carlysle Place; cook.
2 Q. Do you know th e parties to thig suit?

A. Yes.

RY MR, DAVIs:

1 Q. Are they husband and wife?

A, YES; |
2 Q. Did they liee together as husband and wife and
were they always known and recognized in the community
in which they 1ived as husband and wife?

A. Yes.
3 Q. Has the Plaintiff, Cleo Davis, been a regident
of Baltimere City, State of Maryland, for at least two
years priorto the £iling of this suit?

A. Yes.
4 Q. Are there apyy children as the result of this

marriage?

A. No gir,




)
.
*

{4

Louise Henry.
5 Q. What was her conduct towards her husband while
living together?:

A. While living at my house she was very good to-
wards him,

6 Q. State wheﬁher or not she was always a kind,
‘gffectionate and faithful wife?
A, Yes.
7 Q. Are the parties to this suitliving together now?
A. Yo sir./
8 q. Which left the cther?
A. He left her.
9 Q. When?
A. About January 1918.
10 Q. How do you know ﬁhat he abandondd and degerted
her -at that time?

A. Because I was living in the same house with

then at the time he left.
11 q. What did he say and do at the time he left?

A. He did not say anything; he was fussing that
afternoon a 1ittle bit, and he went to his sister, and he
came back, and he justleft.

12 Q. Then as I understand it, you and his wife did not
realize that he was abandoning and deserting her at
the ftime he left?

Ao. NO Sir.




Louise Henry.

13 Q. When wa g the firsgt time after the separation
that yeu realized that he had abandoned and degerted
hig wife? ) |
| A; Shortly after that.
14 Q. And what did she do; did'nt she go to see his
sistef?

A, Yes. ‘
15.Q. And what did his sister tell her?

A. That he had gone to Florida.
16 Q. How long did she continue to lie in the
same house in which he} husband abandoned and de-
serted her after the desertion?

A. T guess it was aboﬂt nine months.
17 Q. Did he returntto her in those nine months?

"A. No gir.
18 Q. Hag he ever returned to her?

A, Yo sir, | |

19 Q. Has he. always known where he could locate his
wife if he had wanted to do so?

A, Yes. | |
20 Q; Did hemake any effort to do so0?

A. No. | |
21 Q. Was there anything to prevent him commugicating
with his wife, and returning to her,and living with

her an 4@ doing as & husband should,iif he had wanted to.




Touise Henry.

A, No gir.
22 Q. Did he do 1it?

A. No sir,
23 Q. Has this abandomment continued uninterrupt=-
edly since January 1918% '

A, Yes.
24 q, State whether or not said abandomment was de-
liverate and final;did he deliberately and finally
abandon and desert his wife?

A, Yes.
25 Q. State whether or not there is any reagonable
expectation of a reco&cili&ion;do you ever expect them
tc make up and live together again?

A, No sir.
26 Q. Is he a resi ent of anon-resident of the State
of Maryland;does he live in Maryland or out of Maryland?

A. out of Maryland.
27 Q. Where was he thelast you heard of him’

A, In Florida.
28 Q. In fact, I understand that both you and his
wife enquired for him through his own family, and
they have told you that he is in Florida®

A. Yes.
29 6 . Is there any doubt about his being a non-




Louige Henry.
regident of the gtate of Maryland?
A, No sir.

10



GEMERAL QUESTION

Do you mow or can you state any other natier
or thing that may be to the bhenefit or advantage of the
parties to this suit, or either of them, or tha wy be
material to the subjeot of thias, your examination, or the
matters in question between the partiesa? If so, state

the smme flly and at large in your answer

A..u.

VYo A orveron Moz




____________ (SEAL).

Examiner.
There are V. ___. Exhibits with these depositions, to wit:
Plaintiff's._______ Exhibit -\ - - o
Defendant’s. ______ _Exhibit___ _\ _____________________________________________

FAaminer.

s,

I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINGTON, -the Examiner beforée whom thé fore-

going depositions were taken, do hereby certify that I was employed in assigning
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IN THE

<
_______ e et M e T Circuit COﬂf/‘Z Z~

/ OF

BALTWHIORE CITY
A

Term, 19 %
%

submitted, withput argument, it is ordered by the Court, this é7

day of. Q. el VY. K. I , AT X lgq/z,'that the same be and it is hereby referred to

Z / /e /R - , Esq., Auditor and Masterto report the

. } iz /) ~ S

pleadings and the facts, and his opinion thel‘coﬁ./ / p /,’ (
/ / / ¢ /‘ 4 // ‘

L,/ Vi /} / ; £/ // /

3 Lo ~/
\Deppt A S et

-

Report of Auditor and Master

Bill filed by wife against husband for divorce a vinculo wmatrimonii on

) - -
ground of abandonment for three ars, Code Art, 16, Sect, 36, Order of

publication againet 4efendant vpon two suc-esgive returns od non-est, no

answer, decrece pro confesso, thirty 4ays elapsed, Proof shows marriage.

reeidence of plaintiff on-reeidence of defendant and abandonment by

AR |

defendant for at least three yeare, continuoue, deliberate, final and withe

out rope of reconciliation, Plaintiff chould be permitied 1o resune her

maiden name, Case rea’ly for decree.

Auiditor & liaster,







ﬁCLEO DAVIS : IN THE |
3 |
ﬂ v. : CIRCUIT COURT |
! N
| JEFFERSON DAVIS : OF H
}A : BALTIMORE CITY F
: |
¢ : 26/1921 i
: B 22042 !
{ : : (1) |
|

N PETITION TO COMPLETE DOCKET ENTRIES |

{

|

i |
!TO THE 'HONORABLE, THE JUDGE OF SAID CQURT: h
i
x

1H

The Petition of Henry J. Ripperger, Clerk of the Circuit Courq'
qof Baltimore City, respectfully shows:

N (L) That a Bill of Complaint in the above entitled case was |

lln

“flled on January 18, 1921, for an absolute divorce. ]

” (2) That, on November 6, 1922, the proceedings were referred\
| l
Wko one of the Masters of this Court for opinion and report thereon ;

u

X . |
las to the recommendation of decree. |

!
i (
WI (3) Tha thereafter, on November 24, 1922, the Master reported?

PIS findings to the Court and recommended passage of a decree therenn.
| 5
H (4) That, on November 24, 1922, a decree divorcing the

lo !
Mplaintiff a vinculo matrimonii from defendant was signed by the i
‘ ‘

\v

(5) That the decree was about to be entered on the Docket

ﬁin the Clerk's office when it was discovered by the then Deputy

MClerk that the Court costs had not been paid; he then made no

Mfurther attempt to complete entering the decree.

|
I (6) That said error was not discovered until the date of this

iPetition by the present Clerk. |
I

> Your Petitioner therefore prays that an Order may be passed ‘

[;‘

4

vNovember 24, 1922

M

%1 "~ AND as in duty bound, etc.
\\1

l
1
l

uthorizing and directing him to enter the said decree as of




CLEO DAVIS

IN THE l
V. CIRCUIT COURT |

JEFFERSON DAVIS

(X

OF f
BALTIMORE CITY |

26/1921 !
B 22042
(1)

|

|

|

ORDER ;

!

. o 1 |

On the aforegoing Petition, it is this —~ day of |

January, 1957, by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City,

ORDERED !

That Henry J. Ripperger, Clerk of the Circuit Court of |

Baltimore be and he is hereby authorized and directed to complete
the docket entries in the above entitled cause by entering the

decree of divorce, dated November 24, 1922, as of the aforesaid |

date of said decree.




The within is a proper decree to be passed

in this case.

Auditor and Master.
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Decree of Divorce

IN THE

= Cleo Davis D Circuit Court

OF

V8.
BALTIMORE CITY

............. deffercem Davis .| e Hoyemben. ... Term, 19.22°

This cause standing ready for hearing and being duly submitted, the proceedings were by the +
Court read and considered. g

ik is thereupon, this............... . 2NV ¥ day of.............Novenber . _ ... , A. D.. 1922

by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, Adjudged, Ordered and Decreed, that the said

the above named Complainant be and ghe is hereby DIVORCED A VINCULO MATRIMONII from the

Defendant, .Jefferson Davis,.. and. that.the.plaintiff be.permitied. 10 resume

""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" ey
And it is further Ordered, That the said. Plaintiff ol Ao
pay the cost of this proceeding. - ‘ ‘ ’/
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