Church

Davis seems to have belonged to Nelson’s Memorial Holy Temple, located at 1003 McCullough St., according to information in National Credit Co. v.  Nelson Memorial Holy Temple, et. al. (City Court, 1925; see Cases Against Davis). The suit, against the church to collect on its coal bill, names J.S. Davis as Vice President of the Board of Trustees. 

According to the WPA church survey, the church was a colored evangelical church, located at 1003 McCullough St., and incorporated in 1923 (S 1512-1010, 1/9/9/74). Charter records indicate that Davis was not one of the incorporators (SCL 93, p. 189, 0/68/11/68). No church records extant at MSA.

Partnerships

Davis & Bishop: May, 1920 to Nov. 1921? Tried a case togethor in 1917 (Boley, divorce)

Davis and Warner T. McGuinn: Aug. 1921 to ? (Afro 6/24/1921)

Davis & Evans: Dec. 1923 to winter 1928-29

>Evans was working for Davis beginning in the Jan. 1923 (handwriting on court papers), taking recognizances by September


>see also Afro article re: Evan’s admission to bar


>Evans trying cases on own in Sept. 1927

Residences and offices

Pre-Baltimore: 418 South St., Harrisburg, PA

1914: bar exam application lists an address of 1615 Druid Hill Ave.

1915: not listed in city directory

1916: office 215 Courtland, home 1224 Jefferson (city directory, p. 590)

1917: office 215 Courtland, home 1224 Jefferson (city directory, p. 584, draft card)

1918: not listed in city directory: in Army 

1919: home 1400 Jefferson (ads in Afro from late 1920?) not listed in city directory, office 118 E. Lexington (listed on stationary)

1920: office 118 E. Lexington St. (stationary), home 265 N. Spring St, lodger (1920 census)

1921: office 14 E. Pleasant St., Banneker Building*, home 1047 Myrtle (city directory, p. 673), bold name in directory

1922: office 215 St. Paul Pl. 3rd floor, home 1047 Myrtle (city directory, p. 612), moved to St. Paul Pl aprox March (Afro, 3 Mar 1922)


>St. Paul Pl. same as Courtland St.

1923: office 215 St. Paul Pl., home 1047 Myrtle (city directory, p. 579)

1924: office 215 Courtland St. (1923-1924 Coleman, p. 11, not listed city directory)????
1925:

1926: office 215 St. Paul Pl. (stationary), home 1047 Myrtle (city directory, p. 594)

1927: office 215 St. Paul Pl. (stationary), home 1204 Madison Ave. (city directory, p. 604)

1928: office 215-217 St. Paul Pl., home 1204 Madison Ave. (city directory, p. 524)

******

1929: Blanche M. (widow J. Steward) renter 714 W. Lafayette (city directory, p. 524)


>the Afro says this is her mother’s house (5/25/1929)

1936: Blanch M. (widow J. Steward) teacher school no. 107, home 1301 Myrtle (city directory, p. 318)

1937: Blanch M. (widow J. Steward) teacher school no. 107, home 1301 Myrtle (city directory, p. 298)

1938: Blanche living at 1301 Myrtle Ave. with mother (court papers for divorce case)

1940: not listed in city directory

*see coleman directory, 1920-1921, p. 19 re: bannekar bldg

Property Taxes

1928 Real Estate Taxation Assessment, BC Archives

p. 252, 1047 Myrtle St., J. Steward Davis, $3655

p. 227, 1204 Madison Ave., James S. Davis, $6725

1935 Real Estate Taxation Assessment, BC Archives

p. 431, 1204 Madison, 23 x 135, Laura S. Blackwell, land $2525, improvement $3000

p. ???, 1047 Myrtle, 16 x 100, James S. Davis, land $1150, improvement $1600


>Davis listed as owner in 1937 and 1943

Military service

Inducted: Oct. 27, 1917

Sergeant: Nov. 11, 1917

Sergeant Major: Dec. 1, 1917

Battery C, 351st Field Artillery Regiment, Headquarters, Camp Meade, MD, Dec. 11, 1917

Officers Training School, Camp Meade, MD, May 14, 1918

Field Artillery Central Officers Training School, Camp Taylor, KY, June 27, 1918

Second Lt., Aug. 31, 1918

The 351st FA sailed for France in June 19, 1918; Davis was still at Officers’ Training School until June 27. He was overseas September 23, 1918 to February 21, 1919. Upon arriving in France, Davis was made a part of the unassigned base sections for a month. He was then made a part of the 63rd FA Brigade, 139 FA until January 19, 1919, when he rejoined the 351st. He probably rejoined the 351st at the American Embarkation Center at Les Mans; to Brest on January 30. They sailed February 6, and arrieved at Hoboken, NJ on February 16. He was honorably discharged at Camp Meade on April 8, 1919.

Sources: 

Maryland in the World War

92d Division Summary of Operations in the World War

Employees

Caroline Murphy


>appointed notory public, May, 1921, according to Afro

Initials found on corrispondance:


>F (1925)


>HCF (Dec. 1924)

>According to a 1927 letter from C. C. Fitzgerald in the Governor General File, this was probably Helen C. Fisher

Politics

Chairman, (Executive Committee), Independent Republican League, W. Ashbie Hawkins candidacy for U.S. Senate, 1921 (Afro, 8/27/1920, 10/29/1920, 11/5/1920, 11/19/1920, 3/4/1921, 3/25/1921)

Headed Black Democrats for Al Smith Campaign, 1928 (Afro, 9/8/1928, 10/20/1928, 11/17/1928)

Cases to note

Civil Rights/Segregation

Seabrook v. Baltimore Transit Co.


>City Court, 1925, plaintiff denied access to bus because black

Covenant cases:


>Dowd, et al. v. Scott et al., Circuit Court No. 2, 1926


>All Saint’s v. Ahrling, et al., Circuit Court No. 1, 1929

State v. Thomas I. Johnson

>Criminal Court, 1923, charged with violating Chap 248 Acts 1908 (Jim Crow Law).  Pleaded guilty; fined $1 and costs $13.50.

Bank

A 1923 court case (Henry O. Wilson v. National Bank of Baltimore, Garnishee of J. Steward Davis) seems to indicate that Davis had a bank account at the National Bank of Baltimore

Census
