Numbers in parentheses refer to the case used as source. Cases listed here
October 11, 1890

James Steward Davis born in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, to John and Annie Davis (1900 census, draft card)

May 9, 1898
Blanche E. Moore born in Maryland to Maurice and Maggie Moore (birth index, A92095)

June, 1900

James S. Davis living 418 South Street, Harrisburg, PA, with his family (1900 census)

1909?
Davis enrolls as a freshman at Dickinson College

April, 1910

James S. Davis, listed as Steward J. Davis, living at 418 South Street in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania (1910 census)

c.1914
Davis graduates from Dickinson College?

November 27-28, 1914
Davis takes the Maryland Bar Examination. He passes on his first attempt. His listed as living at 1615 Druid Hill Ave. at the time (bar examinations, S112-6)

1915
J. Steward Davis admitted to the bar: Court of Appeals, June 19; Supreme Bench, December 22 (test book, admissions)

1916

J. Steward Davis living at 1224 Jefferson Street, with office at 215 Courtland Street (1916 Baltimore City Directory)

October 27, 1917
James S. Davis indicted into U.S. Army, October 27, 1917. Address listed as living at 1224 Jefferson Street (draft registration card)

September 23, 1918-February 21, 1919

Davis overseas in military service

April 8, 1919

James S. Davis receives honorable discharge from U.S. Army as 2nd Lieutenant

January, 1920
James S. Davis living at 265 N. Spring Street as a lodger (1920 census)

Blanche E. Moore living at 714 W. Lafayette Ave. with her family (1920 census)

August 26, 1920

Davis and Moore are married in Elkton, Maryland (B44168, Cecil County marriage list)

November, 1920

James Steward Davis and Blanche M. Davis buy a house 1047 Myrtle Ave. from Carrie Bletzer for $2700. Payments are to be $81 every six months, due in 1923 (191C).

August 20, 1921

Margaret Suzanne Davis born (birth index)

December 8, 1923

First docketed appearance of Davis and Evans in Johnson v. United Railways & Electric (City Court, box 1165) (and I think two other cases)

July 13, 1925

Davis is sued in the Court of Common Pleas by Thomas Lowry. Davis was hired by Lowry to secure an adoption of a child in Pennsylvania, and paid him $150. Davis was not legally allowed to do so, and as a result was unable to provide the services he was paid for. However, Davis refused to return the money, and Lowry filed suit. Jury ruled for Lowry on May 17, 1926 and ordered Davis to return the money (Aug RD 2)

April 7, 1926
Davises sign promissory note to Baltimore Acceptance Corp for $1,326 to Cochrane Sales Corp., probably a car loan. Note to be paid in 15 monthly installments of $88.40. Six payments made, through November, 1926. (1319)

April 28, 1926

The Davises purchase 1204 Madison Ave. from Mary J. Zollickoffer, executor, for $4850. House sold as part of a dispute over an estate. House is noted to be in an area that “is becoming a negro neighborhood and it is no longer suitable as a residence” (deposition, p. 7, A14209). Terms of payment for house not specified, original mortgage not yet located. Sale ratified by court on July 23.

May, 1926

Last payment on Hecht’s account? (1305)

May 27, 1926

Fi Fa issued in Lowry, use of Sokol v. Davis to collect $150 from Davis. (Aug RD 2)

June 26, 1926

Check to Cochrane for $123; check bounces (1335)

August 6, 1926

Mortgage for 1020 Myrtle Ave. transferred from Carrie Bletzer to Joseph and Annie Rosch (191C)

August 12, 1926

Mortgage filed for 1204 Madison Ave. and 1047 Myrtle Ave.—Whittier Building & Loan for $2400 and 24 shares of stock, to be paid at $12 per week until $1200 paid, then the remaining balance to be paid within two years (27919B)

August 12, 1926

Mortgage filed for 1204 Madison Ave., South Baltimore Progressive Perpetual Building & Loan for $5000/50 shares of stock. To be repaid at $12.88 per week (I think) (1676C)

August 27, 1926

Davises sign promissory note to the Home Credit Co. for $427.20, due in August, 1928, to be paid $17.80 per week. Debt stemming from unpaid bills to Republic Electric Co. (2495)

September 7, 1926

Leonard Farrell and Charles Jones were arrested for stealing money from Davis and Evans' office. They were convicted of stealing $328, but were suspected of stealing more than $500 total over the course of the summer, according to the Afro-American (11 Sept 1926, 2 Oct 1926).  See Baltimore City Criminal Docket, p. 481, indictments no. 2885 and 2886.

October 13, 1926

Suit brought by Hecht Co. against Davises to collect money owed on their charge account. $122.76 owed when suit was filed. Statements in court papers indicate that at the end of September, 1925, they owed $153.00. No purchases were made (on account) after December, 1925. Davis made several $25.00 payments in the beginning of 1926, but none after May. (1305)

October 27, 1926

Blanche M. Davis born (birth index)

November 9, 1926
Davises sign promissory note to the Mercantile Savings Bank of Baltimore City for $155.57. Note due in seven months, on June 9, 1927, to be paid at rate of $22.23 per month. Debt stemming from money due King’s Coal and Supply Co., Inc. (1384)

November 13, 1926

Petition for foreclosure filed by Whittier B&L for mortgage held on both properties. Bond of $3000 (27919B)

November 30, 1926
Judgment in default in suit brought by Hecht Co. Davis to pay $126.93. (1305)

December 20, 1926

Suit filed in Superior Court by Home Credit Co. to recover on promissory note signed August 27, 1926. No payments made? (2495)

January 26, 1927

Suit filed in Baltimore City Court to recover debt of $367.60 owed by Davis. Promissory note to the Baltimore Acceptance Corp. signed on April 7th, 1926 for $1,326 paid to Cochrane Sale Co.; probably a car loan, see above case. Note to be paid in 15 monthly installments of $88.40. Six payments made, through November, 1926. $795.60 still owed as of date filing of suit

March 15, 1927
Judgment in default in suit by Baltimore Acceptance Corp. Davis never filed any response or plea. Court ordered repayment of $375.43. (1319)
April 9, 1927
Suit filed in City Court by Cochrane Sales Corp. to recover $165.97 owed by Davis for car repairs. Payment slip indicates that Davis made a payment of $123.04 by check on June 26, 1926, which was returned. (1335)

April 11, 1927

Fi Fa issued to seize 1204 Madison Ave., described as a “3 Story Brick Dwelling.”  A notation in the court papers indicates that the Davises owed $498.89 at this point in time (2495)

April 18, 1927

Petition for foreclosure filed by Rosch, et. al. on mortgage for 1047 Myrtle Ave. Bond of $2700 (191C)

June 14, 1927

Court filing indicates that Davises owe $2497.67 on 1020 Myrtle Ave. to Rosch (191C)

June 15, 1927

1047 Myrtle Ave. sold to H.A. Needle at auction for $2810 (191C)

August 22, 1927

After sale of 1074 Myrtle Ave., Davises still owe Rosch $292.04. Decree in personam issued to recover it.(191C)

August 27, 1927

Judgement in default in suit brought by Cochrane Sales Corp. Davis never filed any response or plea. Court ordered repayment of $174.96. (1335)

Summer, 1927

The Davises live at 1204 Madison Ave., as noted on Davis’ business card, found in the Ross case papers.

December 24, 1927

Davis breaks his hip and spends three or four weeks recuperating, according to the Baltimore Afro-American (7 Jan. 1928).

July 10, 1928

Mortgage on 1204 Madison Ave. is sold/assigned? Exact action unclear (27919B)

June 13, 1928
Confession of judgment re: promissory note to Mercantile Savings bank (1384)

October 17, 1928
Petition for foreclosure filed by South Baltimore Progressive Perpetual B&L on 1204 Madison Ave. Bond of $10,000 (!) (1676C)

January, 1929

According to an article on January 19, 1929 in the Afro, George W. Evans ended his partnership with Davis.

January 14, 1929

Fi Fa issued to seize Davises furniture to settle debt to Home Mortgage Co. The Davises total debt was by now $554.99.  This writ ordered that the Davises furniture be seized, listing it in detail, but it appears to not have been seized. An annotation to the order by the Home Credit Co.’s attorney says “Chattels left as found at risk of Plaintiff.” No further information is listed. (2495)

February 11, 1929

1420 McCulloch sold to Roy S. Bond by J. Steward Davis, as administrator of Estate of Dorotha Gross, for $1450.

February 12, 1929

Attachment ordered by Superior Court for $97.87 owed to Carroll Independent Coal Co., to settle debt as part of the estate of Dorotha Gross (2695)

February 13, 1929

Court filing indicates that the Davises owe $1177.56 to Whittier B&L (27919B)

February 28, 1929
Attachment on judgment filed in City Court against the Davises: $139.50 plus interest and costs, for a total debt of $173.29, owed to Simon Silverberg. Davis and his wife had borrowed 208.92 from Silverberg, and as of August 30, 1928 had made a payment of $71.03. Judgement by confession for the remainder (1407) led to this case (1446)

March 9, 1929

1204 Madison Ave sold to Whittier B&L for $100 subject to the mortgage of $4266.74 owed to South Baltimore Progressive Perpetual B&L; see case 1676C (27919B)

April 15, 1929

Davis travels to New York City, and disappears the next day.

June 1, 1929

Mortgage held by South Baltimore Progressive Perpetual B&L on 1204 Madison Ave. is settled, presumably paid by Whittier B&L; see case 27919B (1676C)

June 19, 1929

Court filing indicates that the Davises owe a total of $1333.79 to Whittier B&L. Filing notes that Blanche Davis lives at 236 W. Hoffman St., 1st floor. Unclear if her husband had lived there with her prior to her disappearance (27919B)

November 1, 1929

Decree in personam issued on Blanche Davis to collect $1333.79 owed to Whittier B&L (27919B)

April, 1930

Blanche Davis lives at 714 W. Lafayette St. with her mother, her two younger brothers, her two children. Also living there is Dorothy Davis, listed as a “roomer.” The 1910 census indicates that this is probably J. Steward’s younger sister (1930 census)

May 18, 1938

Blanche Davis sues for divorce, represented by George W. Evans, her husband’s Davis former law partner.  Suit filed May 18, 1938. In her deposition,  Mrs. Davis says that on the afternoon of April 15, 1929, she received a telegram from her husband saying that he had been called to New York on business.  She hired an investigator, who discovered that he had stayed that night at the Y.M.C.A., and had checked out the next morning, which corroborates the story reported in the Afro on August 7, 1935 (p. 161). At the time of the suit, Blanche was living with her mother at 1301 Myrtle Ave. (B44168)

June 26, 1939
Blanche marries William A. Lindsay. Lindsay, who worked in restruants, dies in 1957.

January 10, 1990

Blanche M. Lindsay dies in Baltimore, at the age of 92.
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