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BENNIE COOK IN THE CIRCUIT COURT

vs. : OF
ESTELLA COOK : BALT TMORE CITY.
TO THE HONORABLE,THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:
I. Your Orator complaining respectfully represents:
I. That he was married to his wife, Estelld Cook on the 5th

day of March I9I4 and with whom he resided until about the 22nd day,
of August,I922 when the defendant deserted the v»laintiff.
2. That the said Estella Cook has on divers days and times
since said marriage committed the crime of adultery with divers,
lewd and abandoned men, whose names to your Orator are unknown, end
said offense has not been condoned by your Orator.
3 That your Orator has not lived or co-habited with the
gaid defendant since said desertion,
5. That there are no children as issue of said marriage.
6. That both your Orator and the defendant are citizens of
the State of Maryland, having resided in Baltimore City for more
than three years prior to the filing of this bill of complaint,
TO THE END,THEREFORE:

(2) That your Orstor may be divorced A Vinculo Matrimonii
from the said defendant, Estella Cook.

(b) That he may have such other and farther relief as his
case may require.

May it please your Honor to grant unto your Orator the

Writ of Subpoena directed against the said Estella Cook, now living
et 924 McDonough St., commanding and requiring her %o be and appear
in this Court on some day certain to be named stherein to answer

the premiges and abide by and perform such decree or order as may



‘be passed therein,

AND g8 in duty bound, etec.

x%m/,/;&fw%a/

PR @z?;eﬁ/ém&( _
ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFF.
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Form 18—3M.,

EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland

To
of Baltimore City, Greeting:
WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, That all excuses set aside, you do within the
time limited by law beginning on the second Monday of  March next

cause an appearance to be entered for you and your answer to be filed to the complaint of

against you exhibited in the Circuit Court of Baltimore City,

HEREOF fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril.

_ PU.
ey r

WITNESS, the Honorable JAMES P. GOR’I;ER, Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench of

Baltimore City, the 14" day of January 192 4,
Issued the é-% day of February , in the year 192 4,
Chas R. Whiteford, Clerk

MEMORANDUM: You are required to file your answer or other defense in the Clerk’s
Office, room 206, in the Court House, Baltimore City, within fifteen
days after return day.

(General Equity Rules 11.)
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Bennie Cook : In the
vS. : Circuit Court of
Egstella Cook : Baltimore City
T0 THE HONORABLE, THE JUIGE OF SAID COURT:

The answer of Estella Cook to the bill of complaint
heretofore filed against her in the above entitled case reppectfully shows unto
your Honor:

l. Answering the first ﬁaragraph of sald bill of
complaint, this respondent says that she admits that she and her husband were
married on the 5th day of March, 1914, but denies that she deserted her husband
on the 22nd day of August, 1922 and alleges that her husband deserted her on
the said 22nd day of August, 1922,

2., This respondent denies the matters and facts
contained in paragraph two of said bill of complaint.

3. Answering paragraph three this respondent admits
that she and her husband hav?dlived or cohabited together since the 22nd day
of August, 1922.

4. This respondent admits the matters and facts con-
tained in paragraphs four and five of said bill of complaint.

Having fully answered, this respondent prays thst said
bill of complaint may be dismissed.

Respondent

Solicitors forfRespondent.

STATE OF MARYLAND, BALTIMORE CITY, TO WIT:

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on this/¢ <l day of March, 193,
before me, the subscriber, a Fotary Public of said State, in and for the City
of Baltimore aforesaid personally appeared ESTELLA COOK and made oath in dus
form of law that the matters and facts hereinabove set forth are true to the
best of her knowladdge and belief. '

AS VITNESS my hand and Notarial Seal.

Notary Public
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Bennie Cook 3 In the

V3. Circuit Court of

Egtella Cook Baltimore City

and cross-bill 3

TO THE HONORABLE, THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

Your oratrix complaining in this her cross bill of com-
plaint respectfully shows unto your.Honor:

l., That heretofore Bemnie Cook, the husband of your
oratrix, filed a bill of complaint against her in this tourt alleging among other
things that your oratrix had been guilty of adultery and prayed that he might be
divorced a vinculo matrimonii from your aratrix.

2. That your oratrix has answered said bill of complaint
and in hor answer has shown that the said Bennie Cook is not entitled to any relief
in this Honorable Court, but on the contrary your oratrix of right and by the
rules of practice af equity ought to have relief in the premises; all of which
matters Zi:lmore fully appear by reference to said bill of complaint and answer
thereto.

3+ Your oratrix aslleges that she was married by a
religious ceramony to her husband, the said Bemnie Cook on March 5th, 1914, with
whom she resided until August 22nd, 1922 when her said husband deserted her,

4, That your oratrix has been a realdent of Baltimore
City, State of laryland for more than two years prior to the f£iling of this her
bill of complaint,

6. That thers are no chlldren living as issue of the
marriage.

6., That the said Bennie Cook has on divers days and times
since sald marriage and since sald desertion committed the crime of adultery with
divers, lewd and abandoned women whose names are to your oratrix unknown and that
sald offenses have not been condoned by her,

7. That your oratris has not lived or cohabited with
her husdband since August 22nd, 1922,

W

.



Wherefore ysmE she prays that,

a; She may be divorced a vinculo matrimonii from her
husband, the said Bennie Cook.

b. That she may have suchother and further relief
as her case may require,

May it please your Honor to grant unto your oratrix
the State's Writ of Subpoena directed to the said Bennie Cook, residing in
Baltimore City, commanding him to be and appear in this Honorable Court on
some certain day to be named therein, to show cause, if any he may have, why
a decree should not be passed as prayed.

And as in duty bound, etc. 1

Eatisl o €K ks [_{m_.?ég > Frecluicd
Complainant in cross-bill Solicitors for lomplainant in

CrOss-bill.

STATE OF MARYLAND,BALTIMORE CITY, TO WIT:
1 HEREBY CERTIFY that on this/#<Z day of April, 1924.
before me, the subscriber, a Notary Public of said state, in and for the
City of Baltimore aforesaid ﬁersonally appeared Estella Cook and made oath in
due form of law that the matters and facts hereinabove set forth are true to
the best of her knowledge énd belief.

As witness my hand and Notarial Seal.

Notary Public

-2-
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Form 18—3M,

EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland

@o
nrennie Cook
of Baltimore City, Greeting:
WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, That all excuses set aside, you do within the
time limited by law beginning on the second Monday of May next

cause an appearance to be entered for you and your answer to be filed to the complaint of

Estella Cook

against you exhibited in the Circuit Court of Baltimore City,

HEREOF fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril.

WITNESS, the Honorable JAMES P. GORTER, Chief ]udQe of the Supreme Bench of

Baltimore City, the 10" day of March 192 4,
Issued the 24m day of April | in the year 192 4,
Chas H. Whiteford, Clerk

MEMORANDUM: You are required to file your answer or ‘other defense in the Clerk’s
Office, room 206, in the Court House, Baltimore City, within fifteen
days after return day. .

(General Equity Rules 11.)
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Form 18—3M.

EQUITY SUBPOENA
The State of Maryland

Un

rennie Cook

of Baltimore City, Greeting:
WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, That all excuses set aside, you do within the

time limited by law beginning on the second Monday of next

cause an appearance to be entered for you and your answer to be filed to the complaint of

Estella Cook

against you exhibited in the Circuit Court of Baltimore City,

HEREOF fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril.

WITNESS, the Honorable JAMES P. GORTER, Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench of

Baltimore City, the day of 192
10" March
Issued the day of , in the year 192

;4" April 4,

Clerk
Chas E. WVhiteford,

MEMORANDUM: You are required to file your answer or other defense in the Clerk’s
Office, room 206, in the Court House, Baltimore City, within fifteen
days after return day.

(General Equity Rules 11.)
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BENNIE COOK

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT

OF

ESTELLA COOCK : BALTIMORE CITY,

TO THE HONORABLE,THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

The answer of your respondent to the Cross Bill of

Complaint respectfully shows unto your Honor.

I.
Bill.
2.
Bill.
3.

He admits the first paragraph of the defendant's Cross

He denies the second paragrasph of the defendant's Croes

He neither admits nor denies the third paragraph of

the defendant's Cross Bill.

4.
Bill.
5.

Bill.
6e

'Bill.
l?. )
Bili.

He~admits the fourth parasgraph of the defendant's Crosa

He admits the fifth parsgraph of the defendent's Cross
He denies the sixth paragraph of the defendant's Cross
He admits the seventh paragreph of the defendant's Cross

WHEREFORE your vrespondent prays that the sald Cross

Bill be dismissed with cost to the plsintiff.

f§§ﬁ%iﬁﬁ14kimz{f§5tLAzL&

e ) Eories
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1 Testimony and Order of
Court thereon
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IN THE

Circuit Court 22

OF

- BALTIMORE CITY. -

To the Honorable the Judge of the
Circuit Court Ne=2Z of Baltimore City:

in this case, respectfully shows that /‘Z/L«,L desire ® to take testimon& in this case, and
respectfully pray.Q that leave be granted (4.4,\ to do so before one of the Standing
Examiners of. this.Court.

Solicitor for

ORDERED, this........ .. / o day of... //@ e 192.% ., that leave be

granted to the parties to the cause, to take testimony, as prayed, before 6ne of the Standing Examiners of this

o A, ia AL e
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B Gook

Vs.
WQ Zgﬂv/l
Ouact Brozo-Bolf ez @#
TERM 19__ __
To the Honorable

Ohade ¥ &Tiiia

Judge of Said Court:

In the Circuit Court
of Baltimore City

The above cause is respectfully submitted for
decrée and the 43rd General Equity Rule'is hereby waived.

’ 7 Solicitor & for Plaintiff,ua &y
Buoro- Aulf

A

Z%MW )

Solicitors for Defendant. e
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IN THE

Circuit Court

OF

vs.

........ 5~T500, (ol oA

R BALTIMORE CITY

Crose 6] Loplt™ | Pt et

] I
This case being su mitted without argument, it is ordered by the Court, this / @

day of 92% that the same be and it is hereby referred to

M 6& A 53’5’/’%& , Esq., Auditor and Master, to report the
pleadings and the facts, and his opinion thereon: m VMW\

Report of Aud‘i'toi“ and Master

............. 0. f....adul.t:.ery.,=....c.c).d.e...A.r.t.i.ﬁlﬁ....lﬁ,.....S.e..c.t.LQ.n...;5.6............D.ai‘..end.a.nt.....smumoned...;é.nd....answ_ar.ed..........C.ro.ss‘...
............ bill filed by wife agalnst hushand.on the. same. ground.....Defendant appeared.and answered

.......by..;.s.QJ.._i..a.i..t.nx................Rm.qf..-.ﬁ.bst.§....mar.r.1§ge.,_..x.a.s.1.denc.e..._and._.adulx.aryu__.o.f__..fc.ne...D.eﬁandant...in.qcm ss

Sase..submitted..and..ready.for..decree _ 9

Auvditor and Master,

SO X T s




BENNIE COOK,
ESTELLA COOK,

AND
xpESx

ESTELLA COOK,
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| Falio | H) 10l “

Aerrer of Divoree

\

The within is a proper decree to be passed
in this case.




DECREE OF DIVORCE

IN THE
BENNIE COCK,
V [ ] -] [ ]
--------------------- T T Circuit Court
AND OF
IRX

BALTIMORE CITY

ESTELLA COOK,
vs.

____________________ MY e _._Term, 1924.

This eause standing ready for hearing and being duly submitted, the proceedings were by the Court
read and considered.
It is thereupon, this_...._____: A .(/_Qt ....... day of ....__.._____ MAY. L ,A.D. 1924,
by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, Adjudged, Ordered and Decreed, that the said
in oross blll,
the above named Complainant be and s he is hereby DIVORCED A VINCULO MATRIMONII from the
Defendant, .in.cross bill, BENNIE COOKs . e

And it is further Ordered, That the said -Defendant.in cross bill,

pay the cost of this prdceéding.
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.............................................................. In the @irenit Gourt oo

OF BALTIMORE CITY,

)/ - '
and notice having been given me by the Solicitor for the /% LAKLLAL ...
of a desire to take testimony in the same, I, A. de RUS% SAPPIN T/ON, one
of the Standing Examiners of the Circuit Courts of Baltimore City, under and by

virtue of an ogxder of the above named Cira%mrt, passed in said cause on the

................................ day of.../ /M192"£ met on

I cocecrnisald day of... M ............ in the year nineteen

hundred and ALy ~TT V.. at my office, in the C%f of Baltimage, in the State
of Maryland, and assigned the......... TNttt ... day ofl//ZM ..............
in the same jear tM' Llato’clock in the.... &L ....'..nog//n and the
office ofﬁ}}'f,{/&«é(/ﬁ/d .......... /(‘2(;.4/ ..................... in the City and State

aforesaid, as the time and place for such examination of witnesses in said cause;
at which last mentioned time and place I attended, due notice of such meeting

having been givenyand proceeded in the presence of the Solicitor....................... of the

............................. Wto take the following depositions, that

is to say:—




Q,Lﬁ

Cook,
Y.
Cock

Testimony taken at the office ¢f Mr. Blades,
Baltimpre, Maryland, 1924, at
3 0'clock P. M.

Archie T, Joness a witness of lawful age, produced
on behalf of the Plainti ffy having been first duly
swcrn, deposeth andngaith as follows, that i1s to say:

BY the Examiner:
1 Q. State yocur name residence and occupaticn?
A, #fchie T, Jones, 1110 McCullch Street; barber,
2 Q. Doﬁyou know the parties to this suit?
A, Yes.
By Mr. Blades:
1 G. How long have you known Mr, COok?
A, I have been knowing him I guess for about six
ofr seven or eight years.
2 Q. The Plaintiff in this case, has charged
her husband with adultery; do ycu know anything
personally about that.
A, Well, I can say that I saw him in bed with a woman.
4 Q. With whom?
A, With this Cook weman they call her, but her f£irst
neme is Anna,
4 Q. Was it his wife?

A, No.



A, T, J,
5 Q. When was thig?
A, This was about eight or nine months ago.
¢ Q. Tell us about thht; where was it and all about
it.
A The first place was 915 McCulloh Street;
I lived in the same house, and they were on the
second flecor and I lived on the third floor back, and,
of course, I used to see him in hed there lets of
times; I used to g¢ in there and sit down and talk
with them.
7 Q. With whom?
A. Thig wecman.
8 Q. WVas this woman his wife?
A, O no.
9 Q. How long did he live in these rooms with
this woman as his wife?
A. &bout six months,
10 Q. Now, do you know of any other place that he
lived with this woman as hig wife?
A. Yes; on Druid @ill Avenue, near Geeenwillow
Sereet,
11 Q. Tell us about that?
A. Well, I used tc go around there at night, and

several nights I snt there, and wanted to see him and he

was still there; several morning I went there when I

wanted ta gsece him shruit somethine and he was =tild



A. T. 7.
intbed with this woman.
12 Q. This same woman Anna?
A, Yes.
13 Q. Was he and the woman in bed together?
A. Yes.
13 Q. Did you see them in bed together?
A. Yese.
14 Q. How were they clothed?
A. I can not tell you about that, because they
had a blanket over them,
15 Q. ¥ight clecthes on?
A, Ye s.
16 Q.  And when was thig?
A. That was about ten months ago,
17 Q. Now, was the parties to éhis suit living to-
géther no w?
A, No sir,
18 q, This was after the final separation betweceen
tﬁem, wes 1t?
A, Yese.
19 Q. Has Mrs. Cook, the Plaintiff in this case,
lived or cohabited with her husband since she dis-
covered his adultery?

A. No sir; I dont think she has.



A. T, 7J.

20 Q. Has she forgiven or condoned his offense
in any way?

A. No sir.
21 Q. Do you know of any other adulteries that the De-
fendant has committed.

A. Yes; I have often went to fast houses with him,
and went to good time places with fast woman,
22Q, And you could tell us the details of these
if questioned?

A. Yes,



GENIRAL QURSITION
Bo your know of gon you oktnte any ethor notter
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Estella Coek, the Plaintiff in this case, produced
en her own %ehalf, having ween first duly swomrn,
deposeth and saith as follows, that is to say:

By the Examiner:

i Q. State your name residenee and occupatian?

A. Estella Cook, 924 McDenough Strect; house work.
2 Q. Do you know the parties to this suit?

A. I am the Plaintiff and my husband is the De=-
fendant in the Cross Bill.

By Mr. Blades:

l14. When were you married?

A. March 5th.,, 1914,
2 Q; In Ral timore City®

A, Yes.,
3 Q. By a Religious Ceremony?

A, Yes.
4 Q. And wy a Minister of the Gospel.

A, Yes.
5 Q. Have you ®een a resident of Baltimore
City, 8Btate of Maryland, for at least two years
prior to the filing of this suit?

A, Yes,
6 Q. Are there any children living as the result
of this marriage?

A, No;

7 4. Vhat was yvour conduct towards your husband
while living together; how did you treat her?



E, C.
A. I treated htm all right,
8 Q. State whethe r or net you were always a kind,
affectionate and faithful wife?
A. Yes; I was. 1
9 Q. Are you and your husband living together now?
A, No sir,
Y0 Q. Which left the other; 4id you leave him
or did he leave you?
A. He left me,
11 ¢, When?
A. In August.
12 Q. Vhat year?
A. 1922,
13 Q. You charge your husband with adultery ,;
do you know anything personally about that?
A, I only know what I have ween told. |
14 Q. The first witness in this case testifled
te adulteries committed Wy your husband with a woman
named Anna; 40 you know anything asout this woman
Anna?
A, No; I do not kmew.anytliinsg abouher;
15 Q. Prior te the geparation, did'nt you have

some trouble with your huswand abeut a woman
namsd Anna?

A, Yes.



X. C.

16 ¢, VWhat was it

A, Well, he used to go out and stay out up at
her house - or up there a lot of times at night,
17 Q. Yoeu only know whhat Because you were told
about 1t?

8. Yes.
18 Q. Did you ever intercept a letter wridten Wy her
te your husband?

A, Yes,
19 §. Did you confront him with it?

A. Yes,
20 0. What did he say?

A. He said that there was'nt anything But a
friend writing to him,
21 Q. What sort of a letter was 1t; a love
letter. |

A, No\sir; it wa 8 not exactly a love letter,
but it was affectionate,
22 Q And this is what caused the troubwle and the
separation wetween you and your huswand, was it?

A, Yes.
25 Q. And is this the same woman that the first
witness has teld us awout?

A, Yes; she ig the same woman,

24 Q. Have you live:d or cohabited with your huswand



E. C,

since you discevered his adulteries?

A. No sir,
25 Q. ¥ave you forgiven or condoned his offense
in any way® |

A, No sir,
26 Q. Your husband has alleged in the Bill of
Complaint that vou have ®een guilty of the crime of
adultegy; 1is it true?

A. Yo sir; I have not ween.



GENERAL QUESTION

Mo you knovy or canyou state any other : atier
or thing that may he to the henofit or advantnre of the
parties bo this suit, or either nf thoem, or thad ray be
matericl ¢to the subjeet of thig, your exominction, o1 the
natéers in gquestion between the apartics? If on, sicte
the scaze fully ond ot large in your ansvere

A.--..

Eonll e &oefl



Margaret E. Rly, a witness of lawful age, pro-
duced on wehalf of the Plaintiff, having %ween first
duly sworn, deposeth and saith as fsllows, that is to
say:

By the Examiner:
l14Q. State your name residence. and occupatien?
A, Marggret E. Rey, 1137 North Carey Strect,
Eigh School.
2 Q De you knew the parties to this suit?
A. Yes.
By Mr. Blades:
1l Q. Are they husWwand and wife?
A, Yes.
2 Q, Did they 1live together as husband and wife and
were they always knownaand re® gnized in the commnity
in which they lived as hus®and and wife?
A. Yes.
3 Q. Has the Plaintiff ween a resident of Balti-
more City, 8tate of Maryland, for at least two years
prier to the filing of this suit?
A. Yes,
4 Q. Are there any children as the result of this
marriage?

A, No,



Margaret E, Roy,
5 Q. VWhat was her coenduct towards her hugband while
living together; how did she treat him®

A. Good.

6 Q. State whether or not shewas always a kind,
affectionate and faithful wife?

A. Yes.

7 Q. Are the parties to this suit living together
now?
A, Ne sir,
8 Q. Which left the other; 4id he leave her or
did ghe leave him?

A, He left her,
9 Q. When?

A. In August 1922,

10 Q,‘. 8he has charged her husb®and with adultefy;
do vou know anything persenally about that®

A, Yes,

12 Q. Tell us about it?

A, I dont remember Jjust when it was; I think
that it was during the Summer of 1921; I was at a
®lock Carnival given »y the Masons, and a preminent

Doctor of West Baltimore came up to her
husband, who was standing akout two feet from me,
and he wa 8 with a stout woman, and he asked this

Doctor whether he had met his wife, and the Doctor



Margaret ¥, Roy.

said ne, and ne introduc ed the woman as his wife,
He intredueed her as Mrs. Coek to this Doctor.
13 Q. And who was this woman?

A, I do not know;
14 Q; You do not know whether it was this woman
Anna or not;

A. DNo sir,
15 Q; ¥as she lived or cohawited with her huskand
since she discovered his adulteries?

A, Ne sir,
16 Q,'. Ha 8 she lived or cohabited with him sino®
August 19227

A, No sir,
18 §. Has she forgiven or condoned his offense
iraany way?

A. Ne sir,



GENERAL QUESTION

Do you know or canyou state any other matter
or thing that may be to the benefit or advantége of the
parties to this suit, or either of them, or that may be
material to the subject of this, your examinafion, or the
matéers in question between the aparties? If so, state

the same fully and at large in your answer,

Af\m

, %J‘é’ﬁﬁﬁ



No other witnesses being named or produced
of the Solicitor...ocoeereuce of the............_.

efore me, I then, at the request

closed the depositions taken in said cause
hand and seal, on this............ i /[
in the year of Our Lord nineteen hundred and.._.
City of Baltimore, in the State of Maryland

LA Ko fe f2cef Ty (SEAL).

Examiner.

There are. VM oo Exhibits with these depositions, to wit:
Plaintiff’s.....cccccccc.. Exhibit

going depositions were taken, do hereby certify that 1 was employed in asgi

a day, and taking the said depositions upon.........« (AD..... days, on

of which I was employed by the Plaintiff.......... ,

by the Defendant..................... W

miner.

/Ex3



