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James Cook In The Circuit Court

TS. Of

Viola Cook Baltimore City

To The Honorable, The Judge of Said Court:

Your orator complaining,respectfully says:

J?IRST, that the parties hereto v-ere married on

or about January 29th. 1910, by Rev. Washington a Minister of

the gospel, and lived together as man and wife until on or a-

June 15th. 1915. Said marriage occured in Baltimore City,

State of Maryland.

SECOND, That both parties are residents of the

city of Baltimore, State of Maryland and have been for more than

two years prior to the filing of this bill of complaint.

THIRD, That though the conduct of your orator

toward his wife has always been kind, affectionate and above re

-proach, she without any just cause or reason abandoned and de-

serted your orator to live in open adultery with lewd and aban-

doned men whose names are unknown to your orator. That the

said desertion has continued uninterruptedly lor more than thre

years prior to the filing of this bill of complaint. That the

said defendant has declared her intentions to live no longer

with your orator; that the said separation of the parties are

beyond any reasonable hope or expectation of reconciliation.

i'OURTH, That your orator has never condoned nor

forgiven the said desertion and adultery, that he has never co-

habited with the said respondent since the desertion and adul-

tery.

TPIFTK, That there are no children born as a re-

sult of said marriage.

ilEERJJLb'ORE YOUR ORATOR PRAYS:

a-a A divorce a vinculo matrimonnii from the respondent.



b-b Such other and further relief as the case may re-

quire.

May it please Your Honor to grant unto your Orator

a writ of Subpoena, directed unto the said respondent, command-

ing her to be or appear in this Court on some day certain to

be named therein to perform such decree as may be passed in the

premises.

As in duty bound etc.

Complainant. SolicitorTor Complainant



SUBPOENA TO ANSWER BILL OF COMPLAINT



Form 18—BM

EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland

e.

of Baltimore City, Greeting:
WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, That all excuses set aside, you do within the

time limited by law beginning on the second Monday of j ^ ^ next

cause an appearance to be entered for y_pu and your answer to be filed to the complaint of

oh
against you exhibited in the Circuit Court of Baltimore City,

HEREOF fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril:

WITNESS, the Honorable MORRIS A. SOPER, Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench of

Baltimore City, theUjtJi day of jferoh 192j

Issued the C7) / W day of Apri l , in the year 1|)2 I

ovst. Clerk'
MEMORANDUM: You are required to file your answer or other defense in the Clerk's

Office, room 206, in the Court House, Baltimore City, within fifteen days
after return day.

(General Equity Rules 11.)



SUBPOENA TO ANSWER BILL OF COMPLAINT



Forml8-6M

EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland

of Baltimore City, Greeting:

WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, That all excuses set aside, you do within the

time limited by law beginning on the second Monday of 1^^ next

cause an appearance to be entered for you and your answer to be filed to the complaint of

against you exhibited in the Circuit Court of Baltimore City,

HEREOF fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril:

fNESS, the Honorable MORRIS A. SOPER, Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench of

Baltimore City, theSfcifc day of JdWOh 1921

Issued the tf y day of AfPl! , in the year 1$2

mmaumamm Clerk.

MEMORANDUM: You are required to file your answer or other defense in the Clerk's
Office, room 206, in the Court House, Baltimore City, within fifteen days
after return day.

(General Equity Rules 11.)



IN THE.CTFSTTIT COURT

BALTIMO34, CITY.

James Cook

v s .

V i o l e Cook.

^PETITION FOR ALIMONY, PEN-
DENTE LITE AND C0UN33L FEE.

ROY S. BOND
ATTORNEY AT LAW

215 ST. PAUL PLACE

BALTIMORE:. MD.



James Cook

vs.

Viols 'Cook

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF

BALTIMORE CITY.

-T0_ THE HO_NO_RABLE.._mE_J-UDGE_0.F SAID COURT?, -

Your Petitioner .represents as .follows: " •;

-FIRST-

That on^or about the 27th day of April 1921, her hus-

band, James Cook filed a b i l l for divorce, A Vinculo Matri-

monii, against her in this Honorable Court, and thet the al- -
i
t

legations therein contained are false and without foundation i

as will appear in her answer hereinafterwards filed.

I

-SECOND-
i

That your Petitioner is without means to defray i\\Q 'exnenses'
3f this |

-/'litigationWor is she able to support herself and minor child,

Thomas Leroy Cook aged nine (9) years,,and that her husband is
capable of earning Twenty Five ($25) Dollars per week.

WHEREFORE YOUR PETITIONER PRAYS:

-e- Alimony Pendente lite.

-b- Counsel fee in such a sum as this
Honorable Court may think reason-
able and proper.

-c- Such other and further relief as
the case may require.

As in duty bound etc.,

Petitioner.

9ol\ |or Petition



State of Maryland
Baltimore ^ity to wit-

y

I hereby certify that on this^<y /Clay of April

192lf before me the subscriber, a Notary Public,

of the State of Maryland, in and for Baltimore City,

perionaljy appeared—-^sl*^^^——.—Ss^bzZt^^Lj.^

the Petitioner, in the aforegoing proceedings and

made oath in due form of law, that the matter contain-

ed in the aforegoing petition is true to the best of

her knowledge and belief.

As witness my hand dnd Notarial Seal.

-NOTARY PUBLIC.- a



Circuit Court

Order Counsel Fee and Alimony
- - Pendente Lite



—IN T H E -

CIRCUIT COURT
—OF—

BALTIMORE CITY

TERM

ORDERED BY^HE COURT this..... /^.._ . . / % of

that the Plaintiff

pay to the Def6njdarfi.

the sum of . . . . . . . S r r / . . . X ^ ^ X ^ . > . . . - ^ < ^ . . ^ . Dollars as Counsel Fee for the

Solicitor of the Defendant and that he further pay the sum of.

Dollars per week, during the continuance of this suit, to the said Defendant..

as Alimony, pendente lite, unless cause to the contrary be shown on or before the.

A f
day of _..4-i-lA^*^r4rrr_ 19̂ > ', provided a copy of this Order be served on the said Plaintiff

TRUE COPY—TEST:

CLERK



Circuit Court"

Order Counsel Fee and Alimony
Pendente Lite



..J_ame.s..C.Q_Qk.

..V.iQla..C.ook.

—IN T H E -

CIRCUIT COURT
- O F -

BALTIMORE CITY

.
.TERM

ORDERED BY THE COURT this 2nd ..day of . . . .Ay 19 21

that the Plaintiff—Jame.a..Cook; .-.

pay to the Defendant .V±Qla..Cpok.

the sum of !]}y/-en4y—-Eî e— — Dollars as Counsel Fee for the

Solicitor of the Defendant and that he further pay the sum of -Ten-- -

Dollars per week, during the continuance of this suit, to the said Defendant —C.aak—.

as Alimony, pendente lite, unless cause to the contrary be shown on or before the 17th-

day of May 19 2). provided a copy of this Order be served on the said Plaintiff

James-CoGk. on or before the , 121L

day of......: May. .....19 21

TRUE COPY—TEST:

• CMLR....WH
CLERK



IN THE CIRCUIT X'JRT
-OF-

BALTIMO RE CI TfyJ

James Ccok

vs.

Viola CooV.

-ANSWER TO BILL CF COMPLAINT...

ROY S. BOND
ATTORNEY AT l_AW

21 s ST. PAUL PLACE

BALTIMORE. MD.



Jemea Cook

vs.

Viols Cook

IN THE CIRCUiT COURT
0? BALTIMORE •CITY.

TO THE HONORABLE. .THE JHDGE CF SAID SPURT;

Your Resnondent in rnswer to the Bill of Comr>leint
before this Court exhibited respectfully shows:

-FIRST-

8he admita the first end second paragraphs cf the

Plaintiff's Bill.

-SECOND-

She moat emphatically denies the third end fourth

Deragrenha end to the contrary aaya she hrs always behaved

herself as a good kind, true, end affectionate wife to her

husband.

-THIRD-

3he denies the fifth paragraph end to the contrary

saya that one child, Thomas Leroy Cook, e^ed ten (10) years

was born as the result of said marriage and has been in her

custody ever 3ince.

WHEREFORE YOUR RESPONDENT PRAYS:

-a- That the Plaintiff 's bill be

diamiaaed.

-o~ Permanent alimony for the support

of their minor child,

-c- Such other and further relief aa

the case may require.

As in duty bound, etc.,

3b 17" foMefehdent.



CIRCUIT COURT

Petition for leave to take
Testimony and Order

of Court thereon.



form ?5-3JI--6-19

vs.

IN THE

Circuit Court
OF

BALTIMORE CITY

Tp the Honorable the Judge of the
Circuit Courjt of Bal^inpre City:

THE PETITION OF.

in this case, respectfully shows that * ^ desire S -,to take testimony in this case, and

respectfully pray P that leave be granted(JCU^ to do so before one of the Standing

Examiners of this Court.

ORDERED, this...... $fc day of.
>

leave be granted to the parties to the cause, to take test

of the Standing Examiners of this Court.

19V, that

, as prayed, before any one



SUBPOENA TO ANSWER BILL OF COMPLAINT



Form 18—6M

EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland

VIOLA COOK

of Baltimore City, Greeting:
WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, That all excuses set aside, you do within the

time limited by law beginning on the^second Monday of rtDRS n e x^

cause an appearance to be entered for you and your answer to be filed to the complaint of

JAMES COOK

against you exhibited in the Circuit Court of Baltimore City,

HEREOF fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril:

WITNESS, the Honorable MORRIS A. SOPER, Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench of

Baltimore City, the g ^ day of u^f 192 \

Issued the / ^k day of ««. , "in the year 192 i

Clerk.
CDiiS.R. ivlIXT^

MEMORANDUM: You are required to file your answer or other defense in the Clerk's
Office, room 206, in the Court House, Baltimore City, within fifteen days
after return day.

(General Equity Rules 11.)



SUBPOENA TO ANSWER B U I OF COMPLAINT



Form 18—6M

EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland

an

VIOLA COOK

of Baltimore City, Greeting:
WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, That all excuses set aside, you do within the

time limited by law beginning on the second Monday of J^tt • n e x t

cause an appearance to be entered for you and your answer to be filed to the complaint of

JAUSS COOK

against you exhibited in the Circuit Court of Baltimore City,

HEREOF fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril:

WITNESS, the Honorable MORRIS A. SO PER, Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench of

Baltimore City, the g ^ day of ^ w 192 /

Issued the / ^K day of ^m > m t n e y e a r 192 J

Clerk.

it mmtmm
MEMORANDUM: You are required to file your answer or other defense in the Clerk's

Office, room 206, in the Court House, Baltimore City, within fifteen days
after return day.

(General Equity Rules 11.)



In the Circuit Court

- of - >n
Baltimore /$W>

Janes Cook

va.

Vio la Cook.

-AGREEMENT A3 TO CU3T0BY
AND MAINTENANCE OP MINOR CHILE

ROY S. BOND
ATTORNEY AT LAW

21 S S T . P A U L P L A C E

BALTIMORE. MO.



Jemes Cook

vs.

Viols Cook

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OP

BALTIMORE CITY. .

-AGREEMENT A3 TO CUSTODY AND MAINTENANCE OP MINOR CH1.LD-

lt is agreed by and between ths parties of the

above entitled cause, that in the event that a decree of

divorce, A Vinculo Matrimonii, be passed in said cause,

the permanent cere, custody and guardianship of Thomas Leroy

Cook, aged ten years, the infant child o** the parties of

this cause be awarded Viola Cook, the mother of said infant

with whom it ha3 always resided, and that the father,

James Cook, 3hall contribute Three ($^) Dollars per week

for the support and maintenance of the said minor child

pending the further order of the Court.

It is exnressly understood that this agreement is made

subject to the approval of this Honorable Court.

Mother.

JLta&L
J Father.

Sol.

Sol. for Connlainant,



In tbe Circuit Court,
OF BALTIMORE CITY

DEPOSITIONS



vs.

QJL

3n % (ffirruit fltaurt. -v
OF BALTIMORE- CITY.

and notice having been given me by the Solicitor for the.

of a desire to take testimony in the same, I, A. de RUSSY SAPPltfGTON, one

of the Standing Examiners of the Circuit Courts of Baltimore City, under and by

virtue oft an order of the above named Circuit Court, passed in said cause on the

day ol..C/..£l4&M. .....19A-J.., met on

the-.y.^L'LCites&y*. day of Zz.Z££J«rfU. ...in the year nineteen

"hundred and-*i^^^w..r..OtC_.at-my office, in the City of Baltimore, in the .State,

of Maryland, and assigned the JL>6lM*4<<Aji. day oi...U./2fUU^..

in the same year at -d t̂Tkfrrt- o'clock in the Q*ftt*4A.rr. noon and the

office
/"V

fiMJy....M^ A :.in the City and State

aforesaid, as the time and place for such examination of witnesses in said cause;

at which last mentioned time and place I attended, due notice of such meeting

having be^n given, and proceeded in the presence of the Solicitor of the

to take the following depositions, that
1/0

is to say:—



«c

Cook,

v:

Cook.

Testimony taken at the office of Messrs Davis and

Bishop, Balt imore, Maryland . 1921, at 4

O'clock P. M.

JAMEs COOK, a witness cf lawful age, produced

on "behalf cf the P l a i n t i f f , having "been f i r s t duly

sworn, deposeth and sa i th as fo l lows, tha t i s to say:

BY THE EXAMINER:

1 Q. Sta te ycur name residence and occupation?

A. James Ccok, 681 West Mulberry s t r e t ; Hotel

work.

2 Q. Do ycu know the parties to this suit?

A. I am the Plaintiff and my wife is the Defendant.

BY MR. DAVIS:

1 o,. You v/ere married when?

A. 1911;January 29th.

2 Q. By whom?

A. By the Reverend Mr. Washington.

3 Q. A Minister t.f the Gospel?

A. A. Minister of the Gospel en Saratoga Street.

4 Q. You an your wife lived together until June 15th.,

1915?.

A. yes. ..

5 Q^ And you were married in Baltimore City, State of



James Cook

Maryland.

A. Yes.

6 Q. And you lived together where and at what address?

A.. 738 Woesher Street.

7 n. You did not live there allthe time; did you.

A. No sir.

o Q,. Where were you living at the time she left you?

A. 738 Weesher Street.

9 Q. There was a separation; did ycu leave her

or did she leave ycQ?

A. She lef t me.

10 Q. How did she come to leave you?

A. She left to go to the sea shore to Ocean City, New-

Jersey, andwhen it was time for her to come home

she would not return.

11 Q,. When was the time for her to return?

A. In September.

•*-2 Q. She was to return in September 1915.

A* Yes; "but she did not do it.

13 0J# Did you v/rite to her and ask her to return?

A. yes.

14 Q> What did she t e l l you?

^ c,he said that she was net ready to come at the



James Cook,

present time.

15 Q. What did she say?

A. She said that the people that she was working

for did not want her to go, and wanted her t<- stay until

after Thanksgiving, and I said that I was flat keeping

and that if she did not come that I was going to

put the furniture in storage 'because it was no use to me.

16 Q. What did she say to that?

A. She said that if I could not wait, that I

could, suit myself.

17 Q,. I supposeyyou wrote to her asking her to come

back?

A. Yes; I wrote to her asking her to ccme back, and

after I put the things in storage, I got the things out

of storage and again asked her to come "back and look over

the misfortune and to come "back, but she refused.

18 Q, And still refuses?

A Yes.

19 Q. Did your wife ever tell you that she indulged in

sexual intercourse with men other than yourself?

A. Yes.

20 Q,. How often has she told you that; on mere than

one rccasion'

A. yes_



4

James Cook.

21 Q. Your v/ife is a resident cf Baltimore City,

State of Maryland, and has "been for more than two

years prior to the filing cf this suit?

A. Yes.

22 Q, And you are a resident of Baltimore City,

State rf .Maryland, and have been fcr more than tv/o years

pricr tc the filing cf this suit?

A, Yes.

23 Q. What was your conduct towards your wife; were

you always a kind, affectionate and true husband?

A. Yes.

24 Q,. and did you support her?

A. Yes.

25 Q. Hid you give her any cause or reason tc leave,

you?

A. No sir; none whatever.

26 Qi. Has the desertion cf your v/ife continued, unin-

teruptedly for more than three years prior to the fil-

ing cf this Bill cf Complaint.

A. 'Yes; it has continued for six years.

27 Q. Is there any reasonable hope or expectation of a

reconciliation?

A. No sir.



james Ccok.

?8bQ. Have yru ever lived wit h or cohabited with

your v/ife since the desertion or since you discovered

that she had committed the crime of adultery?

A. No sir. I can net say that I have.

29 Q,. You have never forgiven her?

A. No sir.

30 Q. You allege in your Bil}. of Complaint that

there are nc children as the result <f this marriage?

That is a mistake.

A. Yes.

31 Q. There is one -.Thomas ten years old.

A. Yes.

32 Q,. you have signed an agreement in which you

state thatyyou are willing to contribute three dollars

a week towards his support?

A. Yes.



QOISTIOW

Do you know o r can you s t a t e any o t h e r matter

or thing that nay be to the benefit or advw tage of the

parties to this suit, or either of them, or thnt nay be

Material to the subject of this, your examination, or the

•atters in question between the parties? If so, state

the same fully nd at large In your answer.



SARAH TYLER, a witness of lawful age, produced

on "behalf rf the P l a in t i f f , having "been f i r s t duly sworn,

depc seth and sa i th as follows, t h a t i s to say:

BY THfc EXAMINER:

1 Q,. State your name residence and occupation?

A. Sarah Tyler, 681 W. Mulberry S t ree t ; d ress -

maker.

2 Q. Do ycu knew the p a r t i e s to t h i s suit?

A. Yes.

BY MR. DAVIS:

1 Q. "o-eis your nephew, is*nt hea

A. ,res«

2 Q. Were .you present at the wedding?

A. f̂o sir; they went away and got married.

3 Q. But I think you get the license?

A Yes.

4 Q. You knew that he was married January 29th. 1911?

A. Yes.

5 Q. By the Reverend Mr. Washington, a Minister of

the Gospel>

A. Yes; on Saratoga Street.

b Q. Did you vieit themwhile living together as

hus"band and wife? .

A. yes.

7 Q. And you know that their reputation in the com-

munity was husband and wife?



8

Sarah Tyler.

A. Yes.

8 Q. . And he held her out as his wife?

A. 0, yes.

9 Q. They lived together as husband and wife until June

15th., 1915?

A. yes.

10 Q. Who caused the separation; did he leave her

or did she leave him.

A. No s i r ; she went to Ocean City and she was to

return in September, and she did not.

11 Q. How do you know that she went to Ocean City?

She "borrowed a trunk from ;you, did 'nt she?

A. Yes.

12 Q,. To take to Ocean City with her?

A. Yes. ' \

13 0Jt And she was supposed to return to her

husband in September?

A. Yes.

14 Q. Did she ever return

A. No sir.

15 Q, She did riot return untilaa year and four

months

WlTFElss INTERRUPTING: She did not return until a year

and four months after she left



Sarah Tyler.

16 Q. And when she returned she did not return to her

husband, die she?

A. Nc sir.

17 Q. And she is now living separate and apar t from

her hus"band.

A. yes.

18 Q,. The Plaintiff is a resident of Baltimore Cit>,

State of Maryland, and has "been forme re than two years

prior to the filing of this suit

A. Yes.

19 Q,. And the defendant is also.

A. Yes.

20 Q. His conduct towards his wife,-mwas he

kind and affectionate and was i t a"bove reproach?

A. Yes.

21 Q. And did he support her?

A. YeBf a

22Q,. Did he give her any cause or reason to leave

him* :

A. No sir.

23 Q, And has the desertion of the Plaintiff "by the

Defendant continued, uninterruptedly for more than three

years prior to the filing of this suit?

A,



10

Sarah Tyler.

24 Q. And there is no hoperor expectation of a

reconciliation''

A. No sir.

25 q. And the Plaintiff has never lived with or

cohabited with his wife since he discovered , - I mean

since her desertion of ̂ im?

A. No sir-.

26 Q,. And there ie one child as the result of this

marriage, Thomasi aged ten years?

A. Yes.



(SXNIRAL QUESTIOW

Do you know o r can you s t a t e any o t h e r Matter

o r th ing t h a t may ̂ e to the b e n e f i t or advantage o f tho

parties to this suit, or either of them, or that nay bo

•atorial to the subject of this, your examination, or tho

mattors in question between the parties? If so, state

tho same fully ^Uut largo In your answer.

A.



other-witnesses being named or producedLbefore me,̂ I then, at the request

closed the depositions taken in said cause and^now return thenylcloJ

hand and seal, on this .^M&tf&k*. ^Q. »»jday of-,

in the year of Our Lord nineteen hundred

City of Baltimore, in the State of Marylai

ed

-(SEAL).
Examiner.

There are-u^KV-..' Exhibits with these depositions, to wit:

Plaintiff's Exhibit \....- - -

Defendant's Exhibit V

I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINGTON, the Examiner before whom the fore-

going depositions were taken, do hereby certify that I was employed in assigning

a day, and taking the said depositions upon, «^^ t? . days, on.

of which I was employed by the Plaintiff , and on.

by the Defendant-..

Examiner.


